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Madam Chair, distinguished members of the Committee, honoured guests. 

My name is Dorothy Gould, but most people call me Dot. I am a Member of 
the Legislative Assembly of the Falkland Islands, representing the rural 
community. I hold the Health and Social Services portfolio. 

I moved with my parents to the Falkland Islands from Devon, England, 
when I was five years old. They came to work, fell in love with the Falklands, 
and decided to stay. Three years later, Argentina invaded our new home. 

We, as Falkland Islanders remained throughout the invasion, because it is 
our home — regardless of how long we've been there. From ten generations 
to newcomers. That remains the case today. 

In a community of around 3,600 people, there are people from over 
seventy countries of birth — from the UK, Zimbabwe, Chile, Argentina, 
South Africa, the Philippines, Guyana, and more. The Falklands is home to 
all. We are multicultural not through implantation, but through a culture 
built on willingness to welcome others and an adaptable spirit. 

Every resident of the Falkland Islands, by birth or by choice, receives free 
healthcare. We fund it ourselves, from our own economy. We fund 
university education for every qualifying student, wherever in the world they 
choose to study. Around 80% of our students return home — almost 
unheard of for a small island community. Our economy carries an A+ credit 
rating from S&P Global. We do not ask the United Kingdom for money. 

I was seven years old during the Argentine occupation. I am not going to re-
hash 1982. But I want this committee to understand what it feels like, as a 
child, to have someone try to take your home from you. I think of my own 
children, who grew up in the Falkland Islands, and I think about what I want 
for them — the right to decide their own future, and for their representatives 
to speak in conversations about the future of their home. 

The United Nations has been considering the question of the Falkland 
Islands since 1965. In all that time, this committee has never sent a visiting 
mission to the Islands. Not once. Other Non-Self-Governing Territories have 
received visits. We have not, despite extending this invitation repeatedly. 

  



We welcome scientists from all over the world to study our environment 
and wildlife. We welcome tourists — including Argentinians, who I have 
seen arrive expecting a military outpost and leave having met a peaceful 
community that just wants to live their lives and determine their own 
futures. A community made up of people like me, my husband and 
children, my colleague Michael, whose family have lived on the Falkland 
Islands for seven generations, and many others. 

Falkland Islands children grow up with this land in their hearts. They know 
to lean against the wind, how to identify local wildlife, which plants are 
edible, and how to walk the uneven and rocky ground with quick and 
confident steps. They aren't taught these things consciously. They absorb 
them from their parents and grandparents, the way all people who love 
their home do. 

Please come to the our islands. You will find nearly one million penguins, 
the world's first designated Key Biodiversity Area for sei whales, and 
species found almost nowhere else on Earth. You will find a community 
with its own identity, making life work in a remote corner of the world. 

All we ask is that you see us for yourselves. 

Thank you. 
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Madam Chair, distinguished members of the Committee. 

My name is Michael Goss. I am a sixth-generation Falkland Islander — a 
farmer, mechanical engineer, and former wildlife guide. 

Dot has described our community. I want to talk about the resolution this 
committee will consider. 

This committee is asked, year after year, to support negotiations between 
the United Kingdom and Argentina over the future of the Falkland Islands — 
without the inclusion of our people, who Argentina does not recognise. 
Well, here I am today in front of you, alongside Dot. We do exist. We are a 
reality that has existed for generations. Argentina's own constitution 
establishes the recovery of sovereignty over the Falkland Islands as a 
permanent and non-renounceable objective. Their only permitted outcome 
from any negotiation is the attainment of sovereignty over the Islands. That 
is not a negotiation. That is a transfer of ownership dressed as diplomacy. 

The Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples is clear: all peoples have the right to determine their own 
political status. Our people have done exactly this. In 2013, we held a 
referendum — 92% turnout, 99.8% voted to remain a self-governing British 
Overseas Territory. Argentina's section of the working paper claims no 
organisation observed this referendum. That is incorrect. The referendum 
was independently observed by an international mission led by the United 
States, with observers from Canada, Uruguay, Chile, and New Zealand. 
Their conclusion was unambiguous: the referendum was free and fair. 

I hold the Natural Resources portfolio, including our sustainably managed 
fisheries — which is approximately 58% of our GDP. Beyond our waters lies 
the Blue Hole: international waters with no Regional Fisheries Management 
Organisation, no catch limits, and no environmental or workforce 
protections. This gap exists because Argentina refuses to cooperate, 
indeed harming their own interests through a refusal to work together. 

  



In September 2024, a cooperation package was agreed between the UK 
and Argentina — covering fisheries data exchange, flight connectivity, and 
humanitarian cooperation, including a next-of-kin visit to the Argentine 
cemetery and continued ICRC work to identify the unidentified remains of 
Argentine soldiers. The Falkland Islands delivered. In December 2024, 
Argentine families came to visit their loved ones. We welcomed them. 
Regrettably, Argentina has not delivered on any of the other agreed terms. 
The flight has not resumed. Fisheries data exchange has not taken place. 
We remain willing. 

I join Dot in formally, and officially, extending an invitation from the Falkland 
Islands Legislative Assembly to the Decolonisation Committee. Send a 
visiting mission to the Falkland Islands. Come and see for yourselves. 

The resolution before this committee uses the word "interests."  

We are asking you to recognise our "wishes." Those are not the same word. 
Interests can be assigned to us by governments that do not speak for us. 
Wishes must be expressed by us. The difference is between being heard 
and being spoken for. Article 1 of both UN Covenants on Human Rights — 
to which both the United Kingdom and Argentina are party — guarantees 
the right of all peoples to self-determination. We ask only that this principle 
be applied consistently. 

We are not asking any delegation to take a position on sovereignty. We only 
ask that the people of the Falkland Islands have the right to be heard on 
matters relating to our own future. 

My family has been in the Falklands since 1841. Dot's family moved to the 
Islands in 1979 and chose to stay. Between us we represent what it means 
to be a Falkland Islander — born to it, or choosing it. We are here. We are 
real.   

In closing, I leave you with these words: Our islands, our wishes, our right, 
our determination. 

Thank you. 

 


