PRESS RELEASE

Report on Executive Council
28t April 2026

Py ')
™ >

Qo> s

{\‘W; THE mc"\/j‘;

A meeting of Executive Council was held on 28" April 2026. MLAs Clifton, Roberts and Ford were
in attendance. Unless otherwise stated, decisions were unanimous. Executive Council considered
the following papers:

FIDC Additional Funding Request

This was a closed paper from FIDC requesting additional funding for their general loan and green
budgets. Executive Council noted that it remains supportive of assisting with the provision of finance
to the private sector to support development, however deferred this paper and requested additional
information be submitted to the FIDC Board prior to the matter returning to Executive Council.

Social Allowances Review: Travel Credit Scheme Options

This was a closed paper reviewing the Travel Credit Scheme. More information will be made
available on this matter as part of the approval of the budget in June.

The recommendations were approved by a majority of Executive Council.

Falkland Islands Tax Review Project

The Falkland Islands tax legislation has not undergone a comprehensive review in over 20 years. The
current tax legislation is increasingly outdated and contains sections that are inconsistent or conflict
with other sections of the legislation.

An invitation to tender process was carried out in 2025. This paper sought approval of Phase A of the
tax review project which will include a full review of the Falklands tax system, resulting in a report
that appraises the current system and provides recommendation with associated impact
assessments. Phase B of the project would involve the implementation of an any adopted
recommendations, however this will be subject to Executive Council consideration of the Phase A
report.

Executive Council approve the Phase A full review of the tax system, which will include the following
areas:

- Tax legislation and guidance

- Taxrates and allowances

- Tax administration system (digitalisation & data strategy)

- New taxes — excluding sales taxes, inheritance tax, and death taxes.

Power Station - Approval for the funding for the construction of the new power station

This paper sought approval of funding for the continuation of the Power Station project to RIBA
Stage 4 (Detailed Design) and, once this stage is complete, progression into construction.



The designs have undergone extensive scrutiny and refinement to ensure that this significant
investment in the Falklands’ energy infrastructure will deliver reliable, diesel-powered electricity to
the entirety of Stanley. As the project progresses, regular communications will be issued to update
the public of progress and key milestones.

This was a closed paper due to the commercial sensitivity of elements of the project.

Executive Council approve the recommendations.

Falkland Islands Community School (FICS) Space Optimisation Project

This paper sought approval for the FICS Space Optimisation Project to proceed as planned over the
financial years 2025/26 to 2028/29, the funding for which was considered as part of the 2025 budget
process.

The FICS is 34 years old. In 2024 a utilisation and capacity review was carried out, resulting in the
development of a phased optimisation programme of improvements that will enable to school to
support up to one-third more students over the next 15 years without requiring a full building
extension.

The programme includes, but is not limited to:

Refurbishment, relocation, and creation of classrooms.

Refurbishment and creation of dedicated staff workspaces.

Fire safety improvements.

External interventions to improve outside areas, access to the school and parking.

Executive Council approved the recommendations and noted that the project will be monitored
through the regular capital reporting process and during the annual budget process.

Update of income thresholds for social housing points system

This paper sought approval to update income thresholds in the social housing points system, and for
the introduction of threshold allowances for households with children.

A points system is used to prioritise allocation of Government-owned social housing. The current
thresholds have not been updated since 2015 and do not reflect the current living and minimum
wages. The paper recommended increasing the financial thresholds for earnings to £19,000 and

savings to £18,000, and for the introduction of an earnings allowance of £3,000 per child up to a

maximum of three children.

Consultation on the wider FIG Housing Policy governing Government tenancies will be held once
plans to boost housing availability are confirmed.

Executive Council approved the recommendations.

CPA Election Observation Mission — Report

This paper presented the Commonwealth Parliamentary Associations (CPA) Election Observation
Mission report on the Falklands December 2025 general election.



The CPA was invited to the send an election observation mission to observe all aspects of the
electoral process, provide independent verification that the election was free and fair, and report on
their findings. The report concluded that the election was calm, well-administered, ensured broad
access, and upheld international standards. The report included ten recommendations for
consideration, the implementation of which would require varying levels of work from adjustments
to administrative practices to legislative or constitutional change.

Executive Council supported recommendations on preserving institutional memory in
administration, exploring possibilities for improving the voter registration system, and improving
voting arrangements. It also supported that work be done to promote equal participation and
representation, to increase inclusion and diversity among candidates. Action against the remaining
recommendations will not be progressed at this time.

Falkland Islands Status Applications — April 2026

Executive Council considered a report on applications for Falkland Islands status. This was a closed
paper.

Immigration Review matters

Executive Council considered two reports on Immigration review cases. These were both closed
papers.

Funding Request — Falkland Islands Meat Company (FIMCO)

On 20 April Executive Council considered a closed paper from FIMCO requesting a cash advance, to
be repaid by June 2027. The request is to support cashflow challenges resulting from the recent
shipping delays.

Executive Council approved the recommendations.

MLA Jack Ford



