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Wednesday 4th May 2022 

 

At 1:30 pm 

 

Liberation Room 

 

These minutes are draft minutes until confirmed by resolution at the next meeting of this 

Committee 

 

Present: Hon Peter Biggs MLA      Chair 

  Hon Leona Roberts MLA      LR 

  Mary Smith, Planning Officer     PO 
  Colin Summers, Director of Public Works     DPW 

  Andrew Bendall, Sheep Management Advisor (For DNR)  AB 

                        Roxanne Crowie, Case Work Manager    CWM 

Minutes: CWM  
 
Public & Press: Nil 
 

 

1: Apologies for absence: 

 

Helen McShane, Legal Support Officer sent her apologies 

 

2: Declarations of interest: 

 

None declared 

 

3: Confirmation of the Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

The minutes from the previous meeting were approved with no amendments 

 

4: Matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

No matters arising. 

 

5: Planning applications  

 

PO advised that no planning applications had been received in respect of FIG land. 

 

6: Ismael Cruz Aravena: Application for extension of land at 37A Fitzroy Road 

 

CWM explained that the applicant had purchased the dwelling known as 37A Fitzroy Road, 

but due to the small size of the property, was applying to purchase a small area of Crown land 

to the north of the dwelling, in order to erect a porch. 

 

With the recommendation being for refusal due to the presence of services in the area, CWM 

expanded on this, advising that it was the intention of DPW that existing overhead HV lines 

will be converted to underground services, and that the area under application would be 

required for that purpose, and to allow for sufficient distance from those services once installed. 

 

DPW further explained the situation with the area.  He stated that the presence of a structure 

upon that land would impede any works to be undertaken in respect of services, impacting both 

vehicle manoeuvrability during works, and the available space within which to carry out the 
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trenching works.  He went on to advise that, once the services had been installed, the proposed 

porch would be too close to the underground electrical lines.  There was some discussion 

around the making-good of driveways, etc following the works and it was noted that this would 

not be plausible for a structure, particularly where the resulting structure would be too close to 

the underground electrical cable. 

 

PO further explained the circumstances of the applicant, informing the Committee that the 

current situation means that Mr Aravena’s front door currently opens into his living room, 

which, due to the small size of the property, cannot practically be remedied by undertaking 

internal works. 

 

Members noted the explanation provided, with DPW going on to advise that a precedent had 

already been set in respect of this land, as previous applications for the release of land had been 

refused, for the reasons already detailed. 

 

The Committee refused the application per the recommendation. 

 

7: Date of next meeting: 

   

The next meeting of the Lands Committee is scheduled for Wednesday 1st June 2022, to be 

held in the Liberation Room at 1:30pm. 

 

8: Exclusion of Press and Public 

 

The Chairman to move as follows: 

“I move that the press and public be now excluded on the ground that the next items of business 

to be considered are likely to disclose exempt information under Schedule 3 of the Committees 

(Public Access) Ordinance 2012.” 

 

Part Two:  Closed to the Public 

 

9: Confirmation of the Exempt Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

The exempt minutes of the previous meeting were approved with no amendments. 

 

10: Matters arising from the Exempt Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

10.1 Item 12:  PO advised that the planning application would be referred to Executive 

Council for determination.  

 

10.2 Item 13:   The length of the lease was confirmed.  

 

11: Beauchene Limited: Application to lease/purchase land east of 8 Boxer Bridge 

Road 

 

The application was refused in line with existing policy, with the applicant to be advised of the 

route of appeal through Executive Council 

 

(not for publication by virtue of Paragraph 9 of Schedule 3 of the Committees (Public Access) 

Ordinance 2012, relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person) 
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12: Report: Robert Lewis: Application for a licence to hold land 

 

 This application was approved in part. 

 

(not for publication by virtue of Paragraph 9 of Schedule 3 of the Committees (Public Access) 

Ordinance 2012, relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person) 

Meeting ended: 1350hrs 


