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Monday 12th December 2022 

At 9am 

 

Liberation Room 

 

Part One:  Open to the Public 

 

1: Apologies for absence: 

  

 

2: Declarations of interest: 

 

 

3: Confirmation of the Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

See attached 

 

4: Matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

 

5: Planning applications   

           

Planning and Building Services representative to advise of any applications made in respect 

of Crown land. 

 

6: Sarah Clement:  Application to purchase Crown land 

 

See attached   

 

7: Date of next meeting:   

 

The next meeting of the Lands Committee has not yet been scheduled, but will be confirmed 

at a later date. 

 

 

8: Exclusion of Press and Public 

 

The Chairman to move as follows: 

“I move that the press and public be now excluded on the ground that the next items of 

business to be considered are likely to disclose exempt information under Schedule 3 of the 

Committees (Public Access) Ordinance 2012.” 

 

Part Two:  Closed to the Public 

 

 

9: Confirmation of the Exempt Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

 

10: Matters arising from the Exempt Minutes of the previous meeting 
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11: Waverley Law for Saul Pitaluga:  Application for a licence to hold land 

 
(Not for publication by virtue of Paragraph 9 of Schedule 3 of the Committees (Public 

Access) Ordinance 2012, relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular 

person) 

12: Waverley Law for Gareth Hill-McGhie:  Application for a licence to hold land 

(Not for publication by virtue of Paragraph 9 of Schedule 3 of the Committees (Public 

Access) Ordinance 2012, relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular 

person) 

 

 

Distribution List: 

Peter Biggs - Member of the Legislative Assembly 

Leona Roberts - Member of the Legislative Assembly 

Colin Summers - Director of Public Works 

Simon Young - Attorney General 

Andrea Clausen –Director of Natural Resources 

Ismail Mohammed – Head of Planning and Building Services 

Oliver Mathers – Planning Officer 

Zeynab Patel – Crown Counsel, Land & Contracts 

 

Alison Blake – Governor  

Cherie Clifford - Clerk of the Legislative Assembly and Committees Coordinator 

Imogen Didlick – PA to the Assembly  

Andy Keeling - Chief Executive 

Trudi Clarke - Senior Clerk (Admin), PWD 

Beverley Glanville – PA to Director of Natural Resources 
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Wednesday 2nd November 2022 

 

At 1:30 pm 

 

Liberation Room 

 

These minutes are draft minutes until confirmed by resolution at the next meeting of this Committee 

 

Present: Hon Leona Roberts MLA      Chair 

  Colin Summers, Director of Public Works    DPW 

  Ismail Mohammed, Head of Planning & Building Services  HPBS 

  Oliver Mathers       PO 

                        Roxanne Crowie, Case Work Manager    CWM 

 

Minutes: Roxanne Crowie, Case Work Manager 
 
Public & Press: Nil 
 

 

1: Apologies for absence: 

 

MLA Biggs was unable to attend, with MLA Roberts Acting Chair.  DNR did not attend. 

 

2: Declarations of interest: 

 

None declared 

 

3: Confirmation of the Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

The minutes were approved with no amendments 

 

4: Matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

There were no matters arising from the open minutes. 

 

5: Planning applications  

 

HPBS advised that no applications had been received in respect of Crown land 

 

6: Andrez Short: Application for land swap 

 

The Committee were appraised of the background to the application, and advised that Mr Short has 

applied to exchange garden land to the west of his property, for Crown land to the north-west, in 

order to regularise the boundaries of his land. 

 

DPW commented that his only concern related to the potential need to increase the width of Fitzroy 

Road East in the near future.  He then went on to say that with existing boundaries, the area would 

already be considered a ‘pinch point’ in the road, and it was unlikely that section of road would be 

widened. 

 

The Committee approved the application on the basis that the land under application was strictly for 

use as additional garden land, with no development permitted in that area. 
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7: Sulivan Shipping Services Ltd: Application for additional land 

 

CWM summarised the application, explaining the intention of the applicant to neaten the area and 

keep it maintained and tidy. 

 

DPW noted the presence of multiple services in the area under application, and stated that the 

department would currently access those services from Davis Street to the north.  In the event that 

this access route was fenced off, it was likely that access would need to be taken across Sulivan’s 

existing land. 

 

HPBS raised the issue of a potential change of use application in respect of ‘public’ land.  It was 

clarified that the area under application was not public land, but Crown land, as it was in the 

ownership of FIG.  It was agreed that there may be a requirement for change of use, and that PO 

would check the planning designation of the land and revert to CWM prior to the applicant being 

contacted. 

 

This application was approved, subject to access rights being maintained, and planning permission 

(where relevant) being obtained for a change of use. 

 

Action: PO 

 

8: Date of next meeting: 

   

The next meeting of the Lands Committee is scheduled for Monday 12th December 2022, to be held 

in the Liberation Room at 1:30pm. 

 

9: Exclusion of Press and Public 

 

The Chairman to move as follows: 

“I move that the press and public be now excluded on the ground that the next items of business to 

be considered are likely to disclose exempt information under Schedule 3 of the Committees (Public 

Access) Ordinance 2012.” 

 

 

Part Two:  Closed to the Public 

 

 

10: Confirmation of the Exempt Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

The exempt minutes of the previous meeting were approved with no amendments. 

 

11: Matters arising from the Exempt Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

CWM provided an update in respect of item 10. 

 
(not for publication by virtue of Paragraph 15 of Schedule 3 of the Committees (Public Access) Ordinance 

2012, relating to draft papers for Executive Council or information about them) 

12: Paul Watson:  Application to purchase Crown land 

 

This application was approved, subject to confirmation from Power & Electrical in respect of safe 

distances from HV lines. 
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(Not for publication by virtue of Paragraph 9 of Schedule 3 of the Committees (Public Access) Ordinance 

2012, relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person) 

13: Mr and Mrs Peirega: Application in line with existing subsidy rules 

The application was refused, and an alternative presented which aligned with existing policy 

(Not for publication by virtue of Paragraph 9 of Schedule 3 of the Committees (Public Access) Ordinance 

2012, relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person) 

Meeting ended: 1350hrs 



 

 

LANDS COMMITTEE 

 

 

Title of Report: 

 

Sarah Clement: Application to purchase Crown land 

 

Date: 

 

12th December 2022 

Report of: 

 

Government Legal Services as Secretary to the Lands Committee 

1.0 Purpose 

 

The purpose of the paper is to invite the Lands Committee to consider the application 

outlined in the title to this report.  

  

2.0 Recommendation 

 

2.1 It is recommended that the Committee approve the sale of the additional 

land on condition that the land is offered at the additional garden rate of 

£2.50 per square metre 

 

2.2 It is further recommended that Government Legal Services in conjunction 

with DPW deal with all negotiations relating to the sale of land 

   

3.0     Potential Authority to Determine Application 

 

The Lands Committee has delegated power from Executive Council to determine all 

applications to purchase, lease, or use Government land where the Committee is 

satisfied that the site in question has no strategic value and has a calculated value no 

greater than £10,000 (reference Executive Council paper number 183/06, considered 

in June 2006). 

 

4.0 Background of the Application 

 

4.1  The applicant has advised that, due to the presence of asbestos in the soil 

around their home, they are unable to plant a vegetable garden, for risk of the 

ill effects of consumption of food grown in contaminated soil. 

 

4.2 The Western boundary of the applicant’s property abuts the extensive garden 

surrounding Cemetery Cottage.  It has been noted that this garden area has 

been under-utilised, and the proposal of the applicant would ensure that this 

section was properly used, and maintained accordingly. 

 

4.3 Mrs Clement notes within her application that the land in question was 

previously used for gardens, and proposes to purchase the land in order to grow 

fruits and vegetables for her family, which she is unable to do on her own land.  

In addition, the land under application provides for the only access to their 

existing septic tank.  Therefore, the sale of the land to her would serve a dual 

purpose, and due to the size of the existing garden, it is not envisioned that this 

proposed sale and use would negatively impact FIG tenants of Cemetery 

Cottage, as sufficient garden space would remain. 



  

4.4 DPW was consulted as the Director responsible for housing, who advised that 

the impact on FIG’s tenant would be minimal, and agreed with the 

recommendation to sell the land.  He requested that the Committee note that 

due to service restrictions within the area, the land under application is not 

suitable for residential development. 

 

5.0     Options 

 

1. Approve the application and sell the land to the north-west of the property, and 

encompassing the north-south strip to the east of the existing house and garden 

for access, at the additional garden rate of £2.50 per square metre; or 

 

2. Refuse the application on the basis that the land under application forms a part 

of the garden of a rented property. 

 

7.0      Conclusion 

 

It is concluded that the land under application be sold to the applicant in accordance 

with option 1 



Date: 03.11.2022 

 

Dear Roxanne 

I am writing to you to inquire about the possibility of purchasing the lower section of the Cemetery 

Cottage garden and an access strip on the West side from the gate down. Please see a draft diagram 

attached. 

 

We have lived next door to Cemetery Cottage for the last 25 years and during that time the garden 

has never been used and quite often in need of just a simple mow! 

 

Since living at 10 Snake Hill we have done extensive work to our house and garden and would very 

much like to have the space to have some polly tunnels, a green house and outdoor vegetable 

garden. 

 

Our plot cannot be used for anything other than recreational gardens, for flowers, a pond etc all of 

which we have done, this is due to the huge amount of small bits of sheet asbestos we have broken 

up throughout the soil, stemming from old cow sheds that were knocked down many many years 

ago we believe. 

 

Some years ago FIG brought surveyors down and they came and looked at our land. They deemed it 

safe to live amongst but advised against vegetable gardens, as did the DPW at the time. 

 

The lower selection of yard belonging to Cemetery Cottage used to be gardens and the soil is 

amazing! 

 

The other reason we would like to purchase the land is because it is our only access to our septic 

tank (also labelled on the bottom west corner on the diagram attached). 

 

I hope this application will be looked at favourably, the remaining yard to Cemetery Cottage would 

remain extensive. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Kindest regards 

 

Sa'as 
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