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Thursday 10th March 2022 

At 1.30pm 

 

Liberation Room 

 

Part One:  Open to the Public 

 

1: Apologies for absence: 

  

 

2: Declarations of interest: 

 

 

3: Confirmation of the Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

 

4: Matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

 

5: Planning applications   

           

Head of Planning and Building Services to advise of any applications made in respect of 

Crown land. 

 

6: Thomas Short: Application for lease at the Canache 

 

See attached 

 

7: Date of next meeting:   

 

The next meeting of the Lands Committee is scheduled for Wednesday 13th April 2022, to be 

held in the Gilbert House meeting room at 1.30pm. 

 

8: Exclusion of Press and Public 

 

The Chairman to move as follows: 

“I move that the press and public be now excluded on the ground that the next items of 

business to be considered are likely to disclose exempt information under Schedule 3 of the 

Committees (Public Access) Ordinance 2012.” 

 

Part Two:  Closed to the Public 

 

9: Confirmation of the Exempt Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

10: Matters arising from the Exempt Minutes of the previous meeting 
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11: Mr and Mrs N Pitaluga:  Application for Assignment of Slipway Lease 

 

(not for publication by virtue of Paragraph 9 of Schedule 3 of the Committees (Public Access) 

Ordinance 2012, relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person) 

 

12: George Paice:  Application for a Licence to Hold Land 

 

(not for publication by virtue of Paragraph 9 of Schedule 3 of the Committees (Public Access) 

Ordinance 2012, relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person) 

 

 

Distribution List: 

Peter Biggs - Member of the Legislative Assembly 

Leona Roberts - Member of the Legislative Assembly 

Colin Summers - Director of Public Works 

Simon Young  - Attorney General 

Andrew Bendall – Sheep Management Advisor, for Director of Natural Resources 

Ismail Mohammed – Head of Planning and Building Services 

Zeynab Patel – Crown Counsel, Land & Contracts 

Mary Smith – Planning Officer 

Helen McShane – Legal Support Officer 

 

Nigel Phillips – Governor  

Cherie Clifford - Clerk of the Legislative Assembly and Committees Coordinator 

Imogen Didlick – PA to the Assembly  

Andy Keeling - Chief Executive 

Trudi Clarke - Senior Clerk (Admin), PWD 

Katrina Stephenson – PA to Department of Agriculture 
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Wednesday 9th February 2022 

 

At 1:30 pm 

 

Liberation Room 

 

These minutes are draft minutes until confirmed by resolution at the next meeting of this 

Committee 

 

Present: Hon Peter Biggs MLA      Chair 

  Hon Leona Roberts MLA      LR 

                        Colin Summers, Director of Public Works                                     DPW 

  Ismail Mohammed, Head of Planning and Building Services HPBS  
  Andrew Bendall, Sheep Management Advisor (For DNR)  AB 

                        Roxanne Crowie, Case Work Manager    CWM 

Secretary: Helen McShane                  HM 

 

Public & Press: 1 

 

 

1: Apologies for absence: 

 

No Apologies. 

 

2: Declarations of interest: 

 

None Declared. 

 

3: Confirmation of the Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

Previous minutes approved with no amendments. 

 

4: Matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

No matters arising from the previous meeting. 

 

5: Planning applications  

 

HPBS advised that a planning application had been submitted in respect of a Pale Maiden 

Crescent plot at Bennett’s Paddock. CWM confirmed that this site was issued on a building 

licence, and the Committee did not need to discuss the application. 

 

6: Paul Ellis: Application to lease/purchase land east of  Clyde Road 

 

CWM explained that as with a number of similar applications approved in the previous 

meeting, as the development has not yet been built, plots in this area would be allocated subject 

to conditions, on a lease/purchase basis once access and services were in place. 
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In terms of this application, approval would be recommended as it would provide storage 

options for the applicant’s existing equipment in the nearby area. 

 

DPW raised general concerns about allocating too many plots due to possible redesign of the 

road to meet planning permission, however this was less likely to affect plots on the land to the 

east. CWM reminded the committee that applications such as this if approved would only be 

done so in principle, and that issues could be addressed once infrastructure works were 

completed.  

 

Some discussion was held as to how these plots were advertised in the public domain. DPW 

confirmed that the area was highlighted in the outline planning permission as a designated 

commercial area, however due to businesses being pro-active and seeking recommendations 

from the Design Office on an ad-hoc basis, word of mouth had superseded more formal 

advertisement. It was agreed that due to the number of applications for the area, it was likely 

there would be a point at which applications for plots in this area would have to be deferred, 

whilst final design work is completed. DPW felt that the budget should be looked at to consider 

how works could accelerate to meet demand. DPW also stated that no plots to the north should 

be released until his team had completed the infrastructure works. 

 

Chair asked whether multiple applications for a single site had been an issue, CWM confirmed 

not in this case, but that this could result in a tender process being required. However, DPW 

was concerned that this could increase the risk of land-banking plots. It was agreed that whilst 

the sudden increase in demand for land in the area was a positive indication of local business 

expansion and growth, advertising the availability of future plots subject to changes to planning 

permission for the road, would ensure fairness within the public domain.   

 

The Committee approved the application, subject to infrastructure and access becoming 

available. 

 

ACTION: CWM to monitor development to ensure applicants are informed of any potential 

changes to applications. 

 

7:  Ricardo Carreño Santis: Application to lease/purchase land East of Clyde Road 

 

The Committee approved the application, subject to infrastructure and access becoming 

available, in line with the decision at item 6. 

 

8: Thomas Short: Application for lease at the Canache 

 

CWM described the background of work continuing to formalise leases on the Canache, as 

with those already approved on both the North and South shores in recent months. CWM 

explained that the applicant was intending to use the strip of land for the construction of a small 

walkway, and installation of a floating pontoon for the keeping of a small vessel. 

 

The Falkland Islands Fire and Rescue service had been consulted about the use of the slipway 

between the bunkers off Boxer Bridge Road, and they confirmed that they were content for it 

to be used, as long as access to the water remained open between their bunkers and down the 

slipway. CWM stated that this requirement would be stipulated in the conditions of any future 

lease. 
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Some discussion was held around access due to the narrowness of the proposed area. CWM 

felt access was achievable due to the positioning of the slipway in relation to other holdings, 

however other options to apply for a larger area of vacant land nearby that had been suggested 

to the applicant were not suitable for their needs. 

 

DPW asked if the Harbour Master had been consulted, however due to staffing issues at the 

time of the application being submitted, this had not been achieved. 

 

Chair questioned whether this would impact on the use of the communal hard-standing, 

however CWM confirmed that due to it only being a narrow strip of land, this would not be an 

issue. 

 

DPW questioned how the pontoon and walkway would be fixed, and felt that if the intention 

was to attach it to the nearby wreck, further consultation with the Harbour Master was needed, 

as well as more detail from the applicant indicating how it would be secured. Due to the wreck 

belonging to the Falkland Islands Government, AB also felt that Harbour Master input was 

required to ensure no issues from a maritime perspective. 

 

The application was deferred to the next meeting, pending further information from both the 

applicant and the Harbour Master. 

 

ACTION: CWM to obtain more information from the Applicant regarding the fixture of 

pontoon, in addition to requesting feedback from the Harbour Master.  

 

9: Date of next meeting: 

   

The next meeting of the Lands Committee is scheduled for Wednesday 10th March 2022, to be 

held in the Liberation Room at 1:30pm. 

 

10: Exclusion of Press and Public 

 

The Chairman to move as follows: 

“I move that the press and public be now excluded on the ground that the next items of business 

to be considered are likely to disclose exempt information under Schedule 3 of the Committees 

(Public Access) Ordinance 2012.” 

 

Part Two:  Closed to the Public 

 

11: Confirmation of the Exempt Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

The exempt minutes of the previous meeting were approved with no amendments. 

 

12: Matters arising from the Exempt Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

RC confirmed the licence had been issued for Item 17, and updated the Committee on current 

progress with action raised in the previous meeting. 
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13: Emma Pinkney and Liam Ledger: Application for a licence to hold land 

 

The application was approved per the recommendation. 

 

(not for publication by virtue of Paragraph 9 of Schedule 3 of the Committees (Public Access) 

Ordinance 2012, relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person) 

 

Meeting ended: 1400hrs 



LANDS COMMITTEE 

 

 

Title of Report: 

 

Thomas Short: Application for lease at the Canache 

 

Date: 

 

10th March 2022 

Report of: 

 

Legal Services as Secretary to the Lands Committee 

1.0 Purpose  

 

The purpose of the paper is to invite the Lands Committee to consider the application 

outlined in the title to this report. A copy of the application and relevant plan are 

attached. 
 

2.0 Recommendation 

 

It is recommended that the Lands Committee approves the application in line with the 

terms of the existing leases in the area. 

 

3.0     Potential Authority to Determine Application 

 

3.1 The Lands Committee has delegated authority to determine all applications to 

lease land at the Canache, provided that such lease be on the same terms as 

that previously issued. (ExCo paper 125/19).  Specifically: 

 

- That the land rent shall be charged at £1.40 per square metre per 

annum; 

- The lease shall be for a term of ten years; 

- Permitted user shall be in line with the Town Plan and shall be 

included according to the content of the application. 

 

4.0 Background of the Application 

 

4.1 Mr Short applied in February 2022 for a small strip of land at the eastern end 

of the south shore of the Canache, accessible via the reserved slipway between 

the bunkers off Boxer Bridge Road (original application attached).  He advised 

that it was his intention to construct a small walkway, along with a floating 

pontoon, for the keeping of a small vessel. 

 

4.2 The Lands Committee were unable to determine the application at the meeting 

in February, as all agreed that further information was required from the 

applicant.  Mr Short has now provided the requested details in relation to the 

construction of the pontoon and walkway, as well as written assurance that he 

does not intend to affix any part of the mooring to the wrecks in the area, as 

the Committee had expressed concerns in that area. 

 

4.3 The Harbour Master has been consulted on both Mr Short’s original 

application, and having reviewed that alongside the additional detail provided, 

has confirmed that she is content with the proposal. 

                                                                               



5.0 Previous Decisions 

 

5.1 The area in question has not been leased previously  

 

5.2 A number of leases have been applied for and approved in the Canache area in 

recent months.  These included renewed leases for those tenants previously 

holding-over on expired leases, and new lease applications from those looking 

to develop the marina area. 

 

6.0 Options 

 

In view of the background, the options for the Lands Committee are as follows:- 

 

6.1 Approve the application; or 

 

6.2 Refuse the application. 

 

7.0 Conclusion 

 

It is recommended that this application be approved on the basis that: the use fits with 

other use in the area; provides for FIG to retain the access strip; and the proposed 

works will enhance the area and provide additional facilities.  Such approval will be 

subject to conditions ensuring that access for Fire and Rescue Service shall be kept 

clear at all times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 











PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF WALKWAY AND PONTOON 

The proposed walkway will be constructed in the same way as the Short/ Passfield / Moffatt installation 

on the North side of the Canache. This system has now been in use for 2 years and has been extremely 

successful. It endures the much more exposed site, is subject to high tidal flow and has 2 boats moored 

to the pontoon - both of which are far heavier than the boat to be moored at the proposed site. My 

father Andrez Short, who designed and built the North shore installation, is overseeing the project. This 

is a huge help as he brings experience and engineering skills. 

Walkway 

Aluminium piles and concrete blocks, which are all made on shore, are sat into place 3 meters apart as 

the build progresses.  

 

Longitudinal timbers are slotted into the top of the piles and pinned in place using composite 25 mm 

doweling rather than a metal pin (this prevents corrosion between dissimilar metals). Cross braces are 

placed between the piles to give lateral support.  

 

Decking  

800 mm long sections of decking (the sort commonly used at residential properties) are screwed to the 

longitudinals with a 20 mm spacing in between. 



Gangway 

This is constructed from 2 aluminium pipes with decking fixed to the top. A hinge is manufactured for 

the walkway end out of stainless steel and bolted to the walkway. The pontoon end is supported by an 

aluminium plate that has 4 omni directional castors. This caters for any rise and fall of the tide and 

lateral movement of the pontoon caused by wind and current 

The photo on the left shows an example using 3 pipes, however this one will be slightly narrower and 

lighter using 2 pipes because the pontoon is of a lighter construction. 

 

 

Pontoon 

  

Timber decking will be fixed to floats. Pontoon fixing will be chains and anchors the same as that used 

on the north shore installation. Anchors will be 100 kg concrete blocks to which mooring chains will be 

fastened. 

The advantage of the entire system of installation is that nothing is constructed in a way that it is 

permanent. In the case of a lease not being renewed, all components are very easily removed. 

Materials 

 Decking: pressure treated timber 120 mm by 25 mm (normally used around residential 

properties) 

 Walkway longitudinal beams: pressure treated timber 150 mm by 50 mm 

 Pile cross supports: pressure treated timber 100 mm by 50 mm  

 Piles: 150 mm aluminium pipes cast into concrete blocks 

 Gangway: 6 m by 150 mm aluminium pipes 
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