LANDS COMMITTEE

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

(Updated February 2007)
Approved by Executive Council (paper 183/06) on 29 June 2006

(a)
To advise Executive Council on all matters relating to the management, development, sale, lease or licensing of all Government land throughout the Falkland Islands, except where such land falls within the remit of another Government committee.

(b)
To advise Executive Council on the sale or lease of Government buildings throughout the Falkland Islands.

(c)
To make recommendations to Executive Council on future accommodation requirements and housing policy.

(d) To exercise delegated authority within the attached guidelines in relation to the allocation and management of Government-provided commercial development sites, residential building plots, mobile home sites and grazing plots.

(e)
To determine all applications to purchase, lease or use Government land where the Committee is satisfied that the site in question has no strategic value and has a calculated value no greater than £10,000.

Approved by Executive Council (paper 166/06) on 29 June 2006

(f)
To determine applications for Licences to Hold Land from individuals resident in the Falkland Islands to enable them to purchase a property in joint names with a partner who has Falkland Islands Status or a Permanent Residence Permit.

Approved by Executive Council (paper 04/07) on 25 January 2007

(g)
To determine applications for Licences to Hold Land from persons with Falkland Islands Status resident overseas in accordance with established policy approved by Executive Council.

Delegated Powers of Lands Committee

Commercial Development Sites

The Committee allocates commercial building plots within designated commercial areas (Bill Roberts Way, Gordon Lines).  Before a plot is allocated the applicant must first obtain outline planning permission for its development.  A plot is released on a two year building licence, requiring the applicant to complete the development within an agreed timescale or risk losing the plot.  

The building licence is followed by a full commercial lease, the tenant paying rent at the base rate of £4,000 per acre per annum, subject to 5 yearly rent reviews linked to changes in the Retail Price Index.  From July 2006 the base rate (which has remained unchanged for over 10 years) will rise in line with changes in the Retail Price Index over the preceding year.

In June 2005 Executive Council decided that any potential commercial building plots which are identified on FIG land outside existing development areas must be advertised for sale by tender to the highest bidder, to be followed by a building licence requiring development within a specified timescale, the building licence being followed by a commercial lease.  

Commercial building plots identified outside existing development areas can be advertised for sale by tender by the Committee, without further recourse to Executive Council, unless in any case the Committee seeks Executive Council approval to vary these approved terms (eg. to sell to a particular applicant, or to sell freehold rather than leasehold).

Residential Building Plots

The East Stanley Development is almost complete – only 21 plots remain to be developed, and work is already underway on many of them.  2 other plots at Haskard Rise are being developed by VT Merlin Communications.

Over the years the rules on application for and allocation of residential building plots have been refined.  Priority is now given to people who do not already own a house in Stanley.  The Committee oversees applications and allocations, terminates building licences when licensees fail to develop their plots, and deal with other matters arising. 

In June 2005 Executive Council decided that any potential residential building plots which are identified on FIG land must be advertised for sale by tender, and released on building licence terms requiring their development within an agreed timescale.  

If, in future, FIG develops serviced residential building plots, the Committee will review the lessons learned from the East Stanley Development, and adopt a new allocation policy to suit the requirements of FIG’s Housing Strategy.

Mobile Home Plots at Murray Heights

FIG owns 12 serviced plots at Murray Heights upon which are sited privately-owned mobile homes.  Each mobile home owner is required to sign a licence agreement with FIG and pay an annual fee of £125.  

Owners may site their mobile homes at Murray Heights only if (a) they have Falkland Islands Status or a Permanent Residence Permit, and (b) they occupy the mobile home as their principal residence.  These restrictions are intended to avoid serviced plots provided at Government expense being used to make a profit for mobile home owners who rent out their mobile homes.  

The restrictions can cause hardship to persons selling mobile homes at Murray Heights, who may have difficulty finding a purchaser who meets the criteria, or receives a higher offer from persons who don’t meet the criteria.  Nonetheless, these restrictions remain, to prevent Murray Heights deterioriating into an area of poorly maintained mobile homes rented out for maximum profit.  

In practice the restrictions have been waived on occasion.  For example, at present one mobile home belongs to a farmer who uses it when in Stanley, while another mobile home is occupied by the brother of the owner on a rent-free basis.   

In the past applications from persons who did not meet the restrictions were sometimes referred to Executive Council for determination.  In future straightforward applications be dealt with by Crown Counsel, and applications from persons who do not meet the restrictions will be dealt with by Committee.

Grazing Plots

FIG owns a number of plots in and around Stanley which are rented out for the grazing of horses.  In 2005 Executive Council decided that every 4 years all grazing plots should be put out to tender, and this process has just been completed.  The minimum rent is £30 per acre per annum.  The tender process was managed by the Committee (although the actual award of tenders was by the Tender Board).

FIG also encourages horse-owners to identify pieces of land owned by FIG which are not situated in the Common and which they would like to rent for grazing.  If the Committee agrees that the identified land can be released for grazing, it is rented out at £30 per acre per annum.

The Committee will continue to manage grazing plots, delegating decisions to officers when the Committee considers it appropriate to do so.

