PUBLIC HEALTH ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO PUBLIC HEALTH

Short title

1.  This Ordinance may be cited as the Public Health Ordinance. 

Part I

[11th August, 1894.]

GENERAL

The Health and Medical Services Committee (20 of 1995)(6 of 2004)

2.((1) There shall be a Health and Medical Services Committee consisting of seven members of whom the Chief Medical Officer and the Director of Health and Social Services shall, ex officio, be members.

(2) The Governor shall appoint five persons to be members of the Committee and of the members so appointed (
(a) two at least shall be elected members of the Legislative Council nominated by the elected members of that Council;

(b) one of whom shall be a person nominated by the Commander British Forces; and

(c) one of whom shall be a member of the public.

Each of the appointed members shall, subject to this section, be a member of the Committee for such period as shall be specified in the instrument of his appointment, but nothing in this subsection shall be construed as preventing the re-appointment of a member of the Committee on the expiry of his period of appointment. 

(3) The Governor shall appoint one of the members of the Committee who is an elected member of the Legislative Council to be the chairman of the Committee. In the absence of that member from any meeting of the Committee or any part of any such meeting, the chair shall be taken by the other member of the Committee who is an elected member of the Legislative Council, if present, and, if he is not present, by a public officer who is a member of the Committee. 

(4) The Committee shall not transact any business, except to adjourn, if there are not present at least three members of the Committee.

(5) An appointed member of the Committee ceases to be a member of the Committee on the first to occur of the following events (
(a) in the case of a member of the Committee who is an elected member of the Legislative Council, subject to subsection (6), ceasing to be an elected member of the Legislative Council;

(b) the delivery to the Governor of the member's resignation in writing from that appointment;

(c) being imprisoned in respect of an offence of which he has been convicted in the Fa1k1and Islands; 

(d) being adjudicated bankrupt; 

(e) being found by a court in the Falkland Islands to be of unsound mind;

(f) his appointment being revoked by the Governor; and 

(g) without prejudice to re-appointment, on the expiry of the period for which he was appointed. 

(5A)  a member of the Committee appointed under subsection 2(2)(c) of this section shall not be appointed for a period exceeding three years but is eligible for reappointment.

(6) Where a person who is an elected member of the Legislative Council would otherwise cease to be a member of the Committee only by reason of the dissolution of the Legislative Council, he shall continue to be a member of the Committee until the Legislative Council first meets after such dissolution or the occurrence, in relation to him, of one of the events mention in paragraphs (b) to (f) of subsection (4), whichever first occurs. 

(7) In this section and, unless the context requires, in every subsequent provision of this Ordinance, "the Committee" means the Committee established by subsection (1) of this section. 

(8) In this section, every reference to the Chief Medical Officer includes a reference to any person who is for the time being acting as Chief Medical Officer.

Functions of the Committee (20 of 1995)

3.  The Committee shall have the following functions (
(a) to discharge the functions conferred on it by this and any other Ordinance;

(b) to advise the Governor, the Chief Medical Officer and other public officers in relation to policy matters arising in relation to the administration and operation of the King Edward VII Memorial Hospital, Stanley, the medical and dental services provided by the Government of the Falkland Islands, the physical and mental health and of the people of the Falkland Islands, (including without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, community health services and the health and welfare of children and the elderly) or environmental health matters; 

(c) such other functions as it may be requested by the Governor to perform or discharge.

Meetings and procedure of Committee (20 of 1995)

4.((1)  The Committee shall meet from time to time as may be determined by the Chairman to be necessary for the proper discharge of its functions. 

(2) The Committee shall appoint a public officer to be Secretary to the Committee. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to attend meetings of the Committee, to take and prepare minutes of its proceedings and to have custody of the Committee's papers. 

(3) A copy of the minutes of every meeting of the Committee shall be forwarded as soon as practicable after the meeting to the Governor and to the Chief Executive. 

(4) Any person may, with the permission of the Committee, attend during the whole or part of any meeting of the Committee and may, with such permission, speak in relation to any matter at any such meeting, but he shall not vote in relation to any matter coming before the Committee. 

(5) Except as otherwise provided by this or any other Ordinance, the Committee may determine its own procedure. 

