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Fisheries Committee 
Open Minutes of 20th February 2014 Meeting 

FISHERIES COMMITTEE 
 
 

OPEN MINUTES 
 

Fisheries Department 
Thursday 20th February 2014 

8.00am 
 
 

These minutes are draft minutes until confirmed by resolutions at the next 
meeting of this committee 
 
Present:  The Honourable Phyl Rendell - Chairperson    PR 
   The Honourable Ian Hansen – Deputy Chairman  IH 
   Director of Natural Resources – John Barton           DNR 
   Head of Policy – Jamie Fotheringham   JF 
   Vicki Jackson – Policy Unit     VJ 
   Mr Migs Cofre      MC 
   Mr Drew Irvine      DI 
   Mr Alex Reid       AR 
   Mr Hamish Wylie                HW 
       
Minute Taker: Mrs Katrina Stephenson 
   
Public:  3   
 

1 Apologies for Absence ACTION 
   

1.1 Apologies for absence were received from the Chief 
Executive and Attorney General.  

 

   
2 Declarations of Interest  

   
2.1 DI declared an interest in the whole agenda.  

   
3 Confirmation of the Minutes of the Meeting held 

on 19th December 2013 
 

   
3.1  The Minutes of the 19th December 2013 were 

confirmed without amendment. 
 

   
4 Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting 

held on 19th December 2013 
 

   
4.1 Matters arising from the Minutes held on the 19th 

December 2013 – Item 4.1 refers – The DNR said the 
current position is there won’t be a visit from Russian 
fishery inspectors before the second half of the year. 
No commitment has been made by the Russians and 
it is still open ended. 

 

   



 
Page 2 of 4 

Fisheries Committee 
Open Minutes of 20th February 2014 Meeting 

4.2 Matters arising from the Minutes held on the 19th 
December 2013 – Item 5.1 refers – The DNR 
commented that the ToR was quite wide ranging so 
almost any item could be included on the agenda. 
Unless there was interest in adding specific tasks or 
focus to the ToR, they were set out in legislation and 
would cover most requirements. The issue of 
membership did need looking at DNR indicated there 
were some persistent non-attenders. The Chair 
suggested a paper be prepared setting out options on 
membership; one of which could be to add Heads of 
Service to the membership or any other Government 
representatives that members think would benefit the 
committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DNR 
 

   
4.3 Matters arising from the Minutes held on the 19th 

December 2013 – Item 6.4 refers – DNR said the 
season change has been implemented and the change 
will be monitored. 

 

   
4.4 Matters arising from the Minutes held on the 19th 

December 2013 – Item 7.4 refers – Work has been 
carried out re observer’s onboard ships. The DNR 
said it doesn’t necessarily show a trend but he will 
produce the information to members. MC commented 
that ships have been carrying FIG observers on the 
high seas as well. 

 

   
4.5 Matters arising from the Minutes held on the 19th 

December 2013 – Item 8 refers – A presentation was 
held at the last meeting on the subject of modification 
of trawl fishing gear for reducing by-catch of 
undersized Rock Cod. This includes an increase in 
mesh size and the use of a square mesh panel in the 
cod end. DNR indicated that the Fisheries 
Department would prefer to see the new measures 
implemented from 1st August 2014. The industry said 
that due to costs that 1st January 2015 would be 
preferable for them. DNR indicated that the earlier it 
is implemented the better.  Deferring implementation 
could increase the likelihood of some penalty in 
terms of a reduced TAC for rockcod. It would also 
help sort the problem of vessels that don’t have loligo 
licences catching loligo. Some vessels are already 
using somewhat larger mesh sizes. The new measures 
will be implemented from 1 January 2015. 

 

   
5. Review of Fisheries Policy & ITQ System  

   
5.1 The DNR informed members that this item had been 

under discussion since 2011 but it had been given 
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more priority in recent weeks. A stock check or 
baseline survey needs to be taken to see where things 
are at the moment. This had not been done at the time 
of the initial change to ITQ.  It was also worth having 
the review in advance of any extension of the system 
to Illex.  Also it was advantageous to have a review 
now rather than waiting until closer to the date the 
ITQ expires.  The Terms of Reference for the review 
was set out in the attachment that accompanied the 
paper and had been discussed with the industry. JF 
told the committee that the review was on how the 
ITQ was operating, an interim valuation and whether 
it was achieving the objectives originally set out for 
the system. 

   
5.2 DI on behalf of FIFCA said that the industry was 

keen to be involved and give comments. The industry 
received the draft ITQ Review only a week ago so 
they hadn’t had much time to comment before the 
meeting. The industry would like to seek advice on 
the review and get comments from their members. It 
should be more of a stock take rather than a full 
review and the objectives need to be more specific. 
There needs to be a format where the industry can 
discuss and comment on the review. It was suggested 
that an industry representative should be on the 
review board but this may not be possible due to 
confidential data. The FIFCA Executive Secretary, 
Andy Pollard would be in a position to look at 
confidential data so could represent the industry on 
the review board. The industry might also want to 
have some peer review of the findings. 

 

   
5.3 The Chair said she welcomed comments from 

FIFCA. The deadline for ExCo papers was tomorrow 
and while there was pressure to get the review 
moving tomorrow was not giving much time. MC 
asked where the pressure was coming from as it had 
been around since 2011 so why hadn’t it been done? 
In reply the DNR said the review is not linked to fees 
but when considering fees there are often points 
which relate to the wider state of the fishing industry. 
However there has been little hard evidence to 
support some of the claims. If the review is to be 
done before the 2015 fees are set then the sooner it 
starts the better.  The Chair also commented that as 
there is now a new Government in place they would 
like to get on with the review so to some degree there 
is also a political imperative.   
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5.4 HW said that as advice is needed and they had only 
had a week if the paper went to the second ExCo in 
March this would give the industry a couple more 
weeks to comment. It was suggested that a steering 
group be set up with the industry with Andy Pollard 
as the FIFCA representative and this will carry on 
through the whole process of the review. JF will 
liaise with Andy Pollard to set this up. The steering 
group is likely to include at least one other 
representative of FIFCA. Any comments on the 
review are to be sent to the DNR or the Head of 
Policy Jamie Fotheringham.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

JF 

   
6. Date of next meeting  

   
6.1 The next meeting will take place on Thursday 20th 

March at 9.00am. 
 

   

 

Minutes confirmed this                day of                     2014. 

Chairman      Secretary 
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