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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly 
Thursday 28 August 2025 

 
Prayers 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, Ladies and Gentlemen, welcome to this sitting of the Legislative 
Assembly. My usual reminder, please, that all electronic equipment should be turned to 
silent or turned off. 
 
The Deputy Clerk 
 
Confirmation of the record of the Budget sitting of the Legislative Assembly 16 July 2025. 
 
Mr Speaker   
 
Honourable Members, I have before me a record of our last meeting. Is it your wish that I 
signed this as a true record? Yes. 
 
The Deputy Clerk 
 
Statement by the Honourable Chief Executive 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
The Falkland Islands Government and KEMH wish to apologise to those in the 
community affected by the two data breaches that occurred at the KEMH in 2019 and 
2022. We offer a wholehearted and unequivocal apology for this breach of privacy by 
two former KEMH employees and for FIG’s failure to proactively manage and follow up 
these breaches at the time. 
 
When confidential information is held and used by an organisation, a duty of trust exists 
whereby service users can reasonably expect their data to be held securely and only 
viewed and used for legitimate reasons which are directly linked to the operation of the 
organisation holding that data. 
 
For some individuals affected, the data breaches have caused emotional distress and, 
in some cases, may have deterred those individuals from accessing certain services 
due to a loss of trust. The individual circumstances of each person affected are 
different, meaning that for some individuals these breaches may have caused 
considerable emotional distress which may have regrettably impacted on other aspects 
of their lives. The Falklands Island Government and KEMH deeply regrets any emotional 
distress caused and any subsequent impacts of this. 
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Good practice when things go wrong is to apologise immediately. We accept that those 
affected by the first data breach had to wait 4 years for any apology despite the KEMH 
and FIG being aware that their right to confidentiality had been breached. Whilst the 
KEMH and FIG have since made previous apologies, it is now recognised that a 
meaningful apology which reflects the full impact of the data breaches on all members 
of the community and complies with best practice has not previously been made. 
 
In 2019 and then again in 2022 it was discovered, following enquiries from patients 
about access to their confidential medical records, that members of staff at the KEMH, 
with no connection to those specific episodes of care, and without any legitimate or 
justifiable reason to view those episodes of care had been doing so. 
 
In relation to the data breach, which was discovered in 2019, whilst the KEMH did initiate 
its own internal conduct and disciplinary investigations, the KEMH, and the FIG did not 
report the case to the Police. This was wrong. Affected patients were left to report 
matters to the police themselves, inevitably causing further distress. The case 
subsequently went to Court and during the trial it was found that the KEMH was unable 
to show that sufficient training and guidance on confidentiality had been given to this 
employee and their use of the computerized medical records system was not audited. 
We apologise for not referring this matter to the Police and for failing to train and monitor 
this former employee properly in relation to the confidentiality of data, data protection 
and information governance. 
 
Whilst following the data breach which occurred in 2019 some limited changes in 
procedures and processes to strengthen data protection arrangements at the KEMH 
were made these regrettably did not prevent a further data breach in 2022. Members of 
the Justice4patients group identified an employee who was again misusing the access 
rights they had been granted as part of their role to access confidential medical 
information with no justifiable reason for doing so. We apologise that more robust 
actions to address the findings in the first case were not taken as it could have 
significantly reduced the likelihood of this recurrence. 
 
In 2022 when the second data breach was discovered, it was determined that around 
290 members of the community had their confidential medical records accessed after 
thorough investigation by the KEMH and RFIP. Members of the community who had been 
affected were written to by the Director of Health and Social Services at the time and a 
successful prosecution took place. Since that time, we acknowledge that until a press 
release in September 2024, there was no follow-up and update to members of the 
community on what actions had been taken. We also recognise that further efforts 
should have been made to more fully understand the impacts of these breaches on the 
community. We accept that communication with those affected was very limited and 
that no support was offered to those affected. 
 
It is now approximately 6 years since the first data breach and nearly 3 years since the 
second, and we are very sorry that communication and apology over that timeframe has 
not followed what is considered to be “best practice” in these situations. 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 28 August 2025 

8 
 

Members of the community who feel that their concerns in relation to these data 
breaches have not been heard, or recognised, and who wish to receive a personal 
apology may request an appointment with the Director of Health and Social Services by 
calling 28017 or e-mailing pa.dhss@kemh.gov.fk 
 
We hope that the community will accept this apology as it is meant, as a starting point 
to improve trust in confidentiality at the KEMH. The KEMH are seeking to arrange an 
independent external review to learn from previous breaches and to improve on current 
practices. The terms of reference for this review have been developed in consultation 
with the representative group Justice4Patients. This review will seek to understand how 
data breaches have been handled by the KEMH and FIG, what further lessons can be 
learned, and what additional measures can be taken to further strengthen information 
governance and improve our response when things go wrong. Those impacted by the data 
breaches will have the opportunity to meet with reviewers to detail the impact it has had 
on them. The results, recommendations and action plan will be made public. 
 
It remains the case that individuals who have queries or concerns about access to their 
electronic medical records may make enquiries with the KEMH who will seek to address 
these in the most appropriate way. We recognise that patients have the ability to request 
an audit of who has accessed their medical records and have the results shared with 
them in a way that is compatible with best practice in the NHS and our own policy. 
 
Finally, we wish to acknowledge the role of members of the public in raising concerns 
and bringing these issues around information governance to our attention. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Copies of that statement can be obtained from the Attorney General’s Chambers.   
 
The Deputy Clerk 
 
Papers to be Laid on the Table by The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last 
sitting of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the 
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977. 

Currency Regulations 2025 
Communications (Fees) (Amendment) Regulations 2025 
Customs Resolution 2025 
Air Navigation (Fees) (Amendment) Regulations 2025 
Fishing, Trans-shipment and Export (Licence Fees etc) (Amendment) Regulations 
2025 
Mental Health (Approved Practitioners) (No 2) Order 2025  

 
In accordance with the Children’s Ordinance 2014 section 84 
 

mailto:pa.dhss@kemh.gov.fk
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Falkland Islands Safeguarding Children’s Board Annual Report 2024/25 
 
In accordance with the Assessment and Safeguarding of Adults Ordinance 2020, 
Schedule Part 3 
 

Falkland Islands Safeguarding Adults Board Annual Report 2024/25 
 
In accordance with the Financial Assistance Ordinance 2023, sections 12, 15 and 22 
 

Operational Manual 25/26 
Winter Fuel Allowance Policy 2025 
Attendance Allowance Policy 2025 
Financial Assistance Rates and allowances 23/24 
Financial Assistance Rates and allowances 24/25 

 
In accordance with the Statistics Ordinance 2010, section 10 
 

The National Accounts 2014-2024 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, I hereby lay the aforementioned Papers on the Table. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the Currency Regulations 
2025, Communications (Fees) (Amendment) Regulations 2025, Customs Resolution 
2025 and Air Navigation (Fees) (Amendment) Regulations 2025 be noted.   
 
By way of explanation, the Currency Regulations 2025, these Regulations repeal and 
replace the Currency Notes Rules 1939 (“the Rules”).  The Rules were enacted under the 
Currency Notes Ordinance Cap. 15 and were saved under the Currency Ordinance 1987 
(“the Ordinance”).  However, some provisions are no longer in sync with the Ordinance.  
Most of the current provisions are re-enacted in these Regulations with language 
modernised and obsolete and redundant provisions removed.  
 
In more detail the changes to the existing Rules that are made by these regulations are:-  
 

(a) in rule 2, three new definitions are inserted of “auditor”, “Monarch” and 
“Treasurer”. Reference in the Rules to the “Principal Auditor” is now obsolete 
because of the provisions of the Constitution.  Section 80 of the Constitution 
provides that the auditor is arranged by the Governor.  The definition of Monarch 
ensures that future changes in the incumbent will not necessitate an 
amendment.  “Treasurer” is defined as the Deputy Financial Secretary in line with 
the meaning in the Finance and Audit Ordinance 1988. 
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(b) rule 3 which provides for currency officers is moved to the Ordinance. 
 

(c) reference to “Crown Agents” is removed as this is now obsolete. 
 

(d) the Note Security Fund is renamed the Currency Fund as established under 
section 13 of the Ordinance.  The Currency Note Register is also renamed as the 
Currency Register. 
 

(e) the minimum and maximum amounts that may be exchanged for sterling are set 
in regulation 7 as £40 and £5,000.  The rate of commission chargeable by the 
Commissioners is 20%. 
 

(f) rule 18 simplifies the current elaborate process for destroying currency. 
 

(g) Board of Survey provisions are re-enacted with a few changes to align the 
legislation with current practice.  Meetings are held annually and not quarterly as 
currently provided.  Surprise surveys will be held at the discretion of the Governor, 
and not annually as currently provided. 
 

Next, the Communications (Fees) Regulations 2025, these Regulations amend the 
Communications (Fees) Regulations 2019.  
 
The 2019 Regulations currently prescribe the fees for radiocommunications licences 
issued under Part 6 of the Communications Ordinance 2017.  
 
The amendment will introduce a fee for one type of licence to be issued under Part 4 of 
the Ordinance; electronic communications licences (there are currently no other types 
of licence issued under Part 4).  
 
The type of licence for which a fee is to be provided is a VSAT Broadband Connectivity 
Licence (VBC licence).  A VBC licence will be issued by the Regulator to an electronic 
communications operator, enabling them to provide electronic communications 
services in the Falkland Islands to persons holding a VSAT licence.  A VSAT licence is 
issued under Part 6 of the Ordinance, and enables a person to use VSAT (very small 
aperture terminal) communications equipment to establish and use their own 
radiocommunications station for conveying messages, sound or visual images.  
 
The fee payable for the VBC licence has been determined to be £1,800 and this has to be 
set in regulations.  These Amendment Regulations will insert Schedule 2 in the 
Communications (Fees) Regulations 2019 in which the fee to be charged for the section 
33 licence is set.  
 
Regulations 1, 2 and 3 are preliminary provisions.  Commencement is on publication in 
the Gazette.  
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Regulation 4 amends regulation 3 to insert a definition of “VSAT Broadband Connectivity 
licence”.  
 
Regulations 5 and 6 make minor consequential amendments to regulations 4 and 5 
required as a result of the insertion of Schedule 2.  
 
Regulation 7 inserts a new regulation 6 to provide for a fee to be levied for the new VSAT 
Broadband Connectivity licence.  This electronic communications licence is issued 
under Part 4 of the Ordinance.  
 
Regulation 8 renames the current Schedule as “Schedule 1” and reduces the VSAT 
licence fee to £180.  
 
Regulation 9 introduces Schedule 2 in which the fee for the electronic communications 
licence is set at £1,800 per year.  
 
The Customs Resolution 2025, this Resolution is made by the Legislative Assembly to 
prescribe the duties payable under Part X of the Customs Ordinance 2003 (imposition of 
duty and relief and exemption from duty) on the importation of alcoholic beverages, 
tobacco and tobacco products.  
 
A new import duty is proposed for the import of single-use vaping devices and vaping 
substances, in liquid and solid form.  The Finance Bill 2025 provides for the insertion of a 
new section 132A of the Customs Ordinance 2003 to enable the imposition of that duty; 
and it is intended that the proposed new import duties come into force on the same day 
as that amendment (anticipated to be 1 January 2026).  
 
With effect from the day after the resolution is made, the duty payable is increased as 
follows on:- 
 
 cigars from £493.69 to £584.96 per kilo;  
 cigarettes from £531.78 to £584.96 per kilo;  
 tobacco from £356.28 to £427.54 per kilo;  
 spirits from £16.42 to £16.91 per litre;  
 beer (including cider, perry etc) from 43p to 45p per litre; wines (both still and 

sparkling) from £1.09 to £1.12 per litre; spirituous beverages from £8.81 to £9.07 
per litre;  

 fortified wines from £1.29 to £1.33 per litre; and  
 other strong liquor from £1.29 to £1.33 per litre.  

 
The proposed duty payable on vaping devices or vaping substances (with effect from 1 
January 2026) will be as follows:-  
 
 single-use vapes £20.00 per vape;  
 vaping substances in liquid form, whether in a vaping device or not, £3.00 for every 

10ml or part thereof; and  
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 vaping substances in solid form, whether in a vaping device or not, £3.00 for every 
10gms or part thereof.  

 
The Customs Resolution 2024 is revoked as it is superseded by this Resolution.  
 
The Air Navigation (Fees) (Amendment) Regulations 2025, these Regulations are made 
under Article four of the Air Navigation Overseas Territories Order 2013 number 2870 and 
come into force on 1st August 2025.  These regulations amend various fees under the Air 
Navigation (Fees) Regulations 2009 Regulation 4 replaces the schedule to the 
Regulations. Additionally, Part 8 has new fees at paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 relating to the 
issue of foreign carrier permits and associated air navigation charges.  
 
That completes the explanation. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Currency Regulations 2025, 
Communications (Fees) (Amendment) Regulations 2025, Customs Resolution 2025 and 
Air Navigation (Fees) (Amendment) Regulations 2025 are noted.   
 
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion?  Is there any objection to 
passing this Motion?  Those Regulations are noted. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the Fishing, Trans-shipment 
and Export (Licence Fees etc) (Amendment) Regulations 2025 be noted.  By way of 
explanation, these regulations amend the Fishing, Trans-shipment and Export (Licence 
Fees etc) Regulations 2022 in respect of fishing licences for the 2026 Squid - JIG or Trawl 
fishery, Licence Code B, (Illex) fishing season.  These regulations come into force on 
publication in the Gazette.  
 
The amendments set the dates for the application period and for payment of the annual 
fee for fishing licences for the 2026 Illex fishing season.  The application period will run 
from 1 to 10 October 2025.  The fees must be paid in full by 9 January, however in 
extraordinary circumstances payment in instalments may be allowed under regulation 
8(2).  In that event, the first instalment of the licence fees (10%) must be paid by 9 January 
2026 and the rest by 31 May 2026, unless a letter of credit has been allowed.  
 
The prompt payment discount which was allowed under the regulations is removed.  The 
fees for licences and loyalty discounts are not changing and remain the same as those 
applying for the 2025 fishing season. 
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The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Fishing, Trans-shipment and Export 
(Licence Fees etc) (Amendment) Regulations 2025 are noted.   
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion?  Is there any objection to 
passing this Motion?  There is no objection.   
Those Regulations are noted. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the: 
 Mental Health (Approved Practitioners) (No 2) Order 2025  
 Falkland Islands Safeguarding Children’s Board Annual Report 2024/25 
 Falkland Islands Safeguarding Adults Board Annual Report 2024/25 
 Operational Manual 25/26 
 Winter Fuel Allowance Policy 2025 
 Attendance Allowance Policy 2025 
 Financial Assistance Rates and allowances 23/24 
 Financial Assistance Rates and allowances 24/25 

 
 be noted.  By way of explanation, I will not go through the entire explanation with your 
permission Mr Speaker, but on the exposition of the Safeguarding Adults Board Annual 
Report, all of which are available on the Falkland Islands Government website. I will list 
the key points: a governance and strategic review. The review acknowledged two 
outstanding priorities, the establishment of the supported living service and a potential 
amendment to the existing ordinance to broaden its scope. Both these areas are active 
and ongoing. Mental capacity and legal safeguards, operational developments, training 
and workforce development, safeguarding training is now embedded across key areas 
within FIG. 
 
There are subgroup contributions. The Exploitation subgroup expanded to encompass 
both child and adult exploitation. The Domestic Abuse subgroup, Adults at Risk 
subgroup has completed its objectives and has now integrated its functions into 
business as usual operations, the Mental Capacity subgroup, which has been newly 
established.  
 
I would like to use this opportunity to thank the multi-agency approach that's been taken 
by the Falkland Islands Government, the Royal Falkland Islands Police, the Attorney 
General's Chambers, who have put a lot of work into the actual bones of the legislation 
that's come forward, probation service, which is really successful, and it's just out of the 
view of the general public.  
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But looking ahead for the priorities of 2025 there's the finalizing of:  
 the Mental Health Capacity and Deprivation of Liberty Ordinance,  
 the delivery of the Supported Living Service Business Plan,  
 continuing to expand training uptake across the public and private sectors,  
 embedding Adult Safeguarding further into the community practices,  
 developing greater digital resilience in response to online exploitation threats,  
 publishing a new strategic plan to guide work beyond 2025  

 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, the work of the Safeguarding Adults Board continues 
to ensure that all vulnerable adults, whatever age, in the Falkland Islands are protected, 
respected and empowered, I wish to express my thanks to all Board members and 
contributing agencies for their dedication, especially in the context of evolving societal 
needs and increasing digital vulnerabilities. 
 
I would seek the support of this House to note this annual report, that's the Adult 
Safeguarding.   
 
The Children's Safeguarding Annual Report 2024/25. I would go through the key themes:  

• continued commitment to safeguarding.  
• There's going to be a more strategic focus to online exploitation,  
• early help and preventative measures, which is increasingly important, and again, 

multi-agency cooperation and progress.  
• Legal support and legislative progress, the Attorney General's chambers has 

provided essential legal advice and support across safeguarding activities, 
including emergency casework development and review of safeguarding policies, 
legal input into education, housing, child protection procedures, leading 
implementation of the civil domestic abuse legislation, which now formally 
recognizes children as victims in their own right.  

 
The report highlights strong performances in critical areas. 100% of child protection 
cases were allocated to a social worker within two days, all statutory visits were 
completed within required timescales. Training, updates across agencies, has increased 
significantly, showing commitment to continued improvement.  
 
Looking ahead to the year 2025/26 the Board will focus on: 
 implementing the digital safeguarding strategy continuing to build community 

resilience against online exploitation,  
 improving inter agency data sharing and referral tracking, and  
 maintaining high training standards across the sector.  

 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this report reflects a maturing and increasingly 
proactive safeguarding ecosystem within the Falkland Islands, one that's grounded in 
partnership best practice and a collective determination to protect our children. I 
commend the dedication of all of those involved, from frontline practitioners to strategic 
partners, and on behalf of the Board, I ask Honourable Members to note the annual 
report for 2024/25. 
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On a Financial Assistance update. This is quite a substantial report explanation, but 
again, I shall go through the headlines. It contains: 
 basic income support,  
 housing support,  
 childcare support,  
 attendance allowance,  
 fuel allowances,  
 medical treatment overseas,  
 benefits in kind values,  
 administrative requirements and  
 allowances adjustments 

  
All support elements have been updated in line with the 2025/26 budget.  This paper 
recommends that the Members approve the laying before this Assembly and subsequent 
gazetting of the operational manual, along with the winter fuel and attendance allowance 
policies for 25/26, the amendment of paper 68/25 to include the correct appendix and 
explanatory notes.  
 
These actions will fully satisfy the requirements of the Financial Assistance Ordinance 
2023 ensure a complete public record of allowances since the scheme's inception, 
strengthening transparency and political oversight, and it will uphold the Island Plan 
commitment to improve and deliver community support services for vulnerable people 
of all ages.  
 
Honourable Members, this is a straightforward, but important piece of business. It ties 
up the record, ensures compliance, affirms our commitment to an open and transparent 
welfare system. I recommend the papers from 135/25 to the House. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I wish to second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Orders, Reports, Manuals, Policies and 
other reports as listed by the Honourable John Birmingham are noted.   
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion?   Is there any objection to 
passing this Motion?  There is no objection.   
The Order, Reports, Policies, Rates and allowances as listed are noted. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the National Accounts 
2014-2024 be noted. 
 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 28 August 2025 

16 
 

By way of explanation, I rise to present the latest Falkland Islands National Accounts, 
covering the period 2014 to 2024, as compiled by the Directorate of Policy, Economy & 
Corporate Services. 
 
This document is our regular, annual, comprehensive picture of economic performance 
over the past decade. It reports Gross Domestic Product (GDP) both in current prices—
reflecting output and price changes—and in constant prices, which strip out inflation to 
show real growth. 
 
Headline figures 
 
In 2024, GDP reached £288 million in current prices, up 2.7% from 2023.  
 
In constant 2012 prices, real GDP grew 3.6%, marking a stronger performance than in 
recent years. However, because of most companies’ financial year cycles, there is a lag 
on how events that have a bearing on GDP are reflected in annual accounts. In particular, 
any downturn resulting from the cancellation of the second loligo season in 2024 will not 
be reflected in these accounts. 
 
The decade has been volatile, driven by fluctuations in resource sectors—especially 
fishing, and oil & gas exploration—as well as the Covid-19 Pandemic. 
 
By institutional sector, in 2024: 
 Non-financial and financial corporations produced 78.1% of total value added. 
 General government contributed 14.6%, 
 Households 7%, and 
 Non-profit institutions serving households, 0.3% 
 

By industry, fishing continues to dominate, accounting for 58.3% of GDP in 2024.  
Other significant contributors were: 
 Wholesale & retail trade, transport, storage, accommodation and food services 

(10.6%), 
 Public administration, defence, education and health (12.5%), 
 Construction (3.4%), and 
 Real estate activities (3.1%). 
 Tourism, though not separately classified, is growing—leisure arrivals rose 25.9% 

in 2024 to 2,273 visitors. 
 
Given the volatility of fishing, and oil & gas, the report separately tracks “non-resource 
GDP”—the rest of the economy. 
 
Between 2014 and 2024, non-resource GDP grew by an average +3.5% per year in real 
terms, showing greater stability outside of the extractive resource sectors. 
 
With a resident population estimated at 3,347 in 2024, GDP per capita reached £86,050, 
up from £83,941 in 2023. 
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However, Gross National Income (GNI) per capita—reflecting income retained by 
residents after accounting for foreign ownership and non-resident labour—was lower, at 
£58,749 in 2024. 
 
Income distribution by type 
In 2024: 
 £115 million went to employee compensation, 
 £140 million was gross operating surplus of companies, 
 £15 million was mixed income of households, 
 Taxes less subsidies on production and imports made up the remainder. 

 
Honourable Members, these accounts show an economy with strong but uneven 
growth—highly dependent on fishing, with tourism gaining importance, and non-
resource sectors providing a steady, and growing, foundation.  
 
While GDP per capita is high by global standards, the Gross National Income gap 
reminds us that a significant share of earnings flows overseas. 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank all involved in the production of the National 
Accounts, as well as all who contribute to our growing nation and economy—and also to 
those who, through the work they undertake, make sure that our country and economy 
continues to sustainably grow in the future. 
 
I ask Honourable Members to note and approve the National Accounts, 2014-2024. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion is that the National Accounts 2014-2024 are noted.   
 
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion?  Is there any objection to 
passing this Motion?  There is no objection.   
 
The National Accounts are noted. 
 
The Deputy Clerk 
 
Questions for Oral Response. 
 
Question Number 17/25 by Honourable Mark Pollard 
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The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, I have noticed a slight error in my question, so with your 
permission and the Honourable Teslyn Barkman’s permission, can I add in one word, and 
I will explain what it is – it is the “annual catch value” is what I should have asked. 
 
Can the Honourable Teslyn Barkman provide the total catch annual value of the Falkland 
Islands’ ITQ-managed fisheries for each of the last ten years and the total for the last ten 
years, expressed as the overall market value of the fishery as a whole, rather than the 
profits or tax contributions of individual companies? 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, I thank my Honourable colleague for his question and for his 
clarification. I'll be using for reference to answer this question about catch value data, 
the 2023 paper for ITQ access fee setting, which is paper 166/23, I'm just stating that out 
now because I've been about to read out a lot of numbers, and there is also a high chance 
of human error that I may get one wrong. So please bear with me. And just to note to also 
respect to my Honourable colleague’s question that, obviously, I'm about to read out 
some very large figures. But actually, if we wanted to open the question up to debate on 
the floor to talk about how it contributes to government revenue or to industry 
investments and cost of sales, for example, I would welcome that as well as part of this 
question. But in direct address to his question on catch value, I have the years of 2014 to 
2023 in front of me, and I'll start first with Loligo (apologies for the clumsiness and reading 
out numbers. This is where you're really going to find out how difficult I can read on the 
radio). So, starting at 2014 and taking each year successively, I will say, the catch.  
 
Loligo 
 

Year Value of catch 
(£) 

2014 88,096,306 
2015 61,183,596 
2016 192,689,321 
2017 251,355,558 
2018 203,513,391 
2019 197,218,775 
2020 164,485,130 
2021 283,886,844 
2022 324,026,215 
2023 240,328,491 

 
The sum total for that fishery is £2,006,783,627 
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Toothfish 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
That is a combined total of £183,250,730 
 
These are the only two fisheries which have a full ten years of data behind them and to 
combine those two together it is £2,190,034,357. 
 
There is incomplete catch value data on finfish fisheries, but by combination of the four 
years that are presented within the paper I can say that for “A” Licence there is a 
£160,883,384.  For “G” Licence £58,266,450 and for “W” Licence £40,760,526.  Which 
gives a combined Finfish 4 years (not ten years) catch value of £259,860,360.  And as I 
said at the beginning of reading out those numbers, I'm happy to open the floor to debate, 
to talk about how that contributes to government revenue and or the investments made 
by industry and cost of sales 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I thank my Honourable Colleague for her answer. That's 
absolutely fascinating, and hopefully the data will be shared as a result of the public 
record of the Assembly. 
 
Over the past few weeks, I've asked the government for information on the total annual 
value of Falkland Islands ITQ managed fisheries over the last decade. My reason for doing 
so is simple. The Falkland Islands fisheries in particular are Loligo squid fishery represent 
one of our most significant national resources. And I believe it's important, or vital, that 
the public has a clear understanding of its overall value. So based on the very rough 
summary of the data provided by my colleague, so Loligo alone would represent a gross 
market value approaching sort of 1 billion every five years, depending on the success of 
the seasons. Obviously, they're not definitive figures. I think that's the summary, 1 billion, 
which is why I requested the official data. I was trying to work it out myself. But it 
illustrates the resource that we are talking about.  
 

Year Value of catch 
(£) 

2014 £15,795,801 
2015 £14,577,012 
2016 £23,412,924 
2017 £27,086,463 
2018 £20,248,535 
2019 £18,458,372 
2020 £13,936,963 
2021 £14,626,640 
2022 £19,699,688 
2023 £15,408,332 
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I think it's important to stress that gross market value is not the same as net profit. I want 
to put that out there. I understand that operating in this fishery involves significant costs, 
investments and risks, and companies that invest in improving quality, expanding 
markets and strengthening distribution channels play a vital role in ensuring the Falkland 
seafood remains competitive globally, and they should be recognized for that.  
 
At the same time, it's equally important to recognize that the ITQ system under which 
access to many of our fisheries is managed, is a Government enforced exclusive or sort 
of quasi monopoly right to harvest a shared public resource, holding an ITQ is therefore 
a significant privilege. With that privilege comes responsibility to operate sustainably, 
contribute to the community and work with government to ensure the long term 
prosperity of the Islands and the fishery itself. My question wasn't about criticizing 
companies or diminishing their contribution. It's about transparency. Our fisheries 
underpin a huge part of the Falkland economy, and the public deserves to have a clear 
factual understanding of the value of that resource. Equally, the business involved, the 
businesses, involved deserve recognition for the risks they take, the investments they 
make and to ensure this sector continues to thrive. Thank you very much. Mr Speaker, 
and thank you again to my Honourable Colleague. 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive   
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members in a previous job I may have been responsible for that 
paper, I would just like to clarify, and I think MLA Pollard did mention sort of net profits, 
but I think it's really important to state that that data is indicative data. It is based on the 
total catch, and it is an average converted price from Euros to Pounds. It is not the actual 
real return or value directly to the Falkland Islands. I think it's really important to make 
that point. Obviously, the points about net profits are made, but I think what it does, and 
the reason for including it in that paper was to demonstrate how it can rise and fall 
determined by the prevailing general market price and the catches that are there. But I 
think that's really important. And also, to note that, you know, it has been calculated on 
landed catch, adjusted for processing, where processing has happened.  Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I would like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his 
response.  And I think, as the Honourable Chief Executive noted, that there is a lot more. 
And as of course, I did say in my initial response, although it was direct response to the 
question, there is a lot more behind the contribution of incredibly valuable fish to this 
country than can be summarized. And actually, that was one of the qualifications that I 
was just about to make. But as my Honourable colleague stated and suggested, the value 
of the fisheries in the Falkland Islands isn't just a monetary value. There is also a very 
good reason why the ITQ and why our Fisheries Conservation Ordinance is written in the 
way that it is, because it's about ensuring sustainability and long term conservation of 
the fisheries, but also a long term prosperity for the people of the Falkland Islands as a 
result. And I think, I hope, in reading this out and what I'm about to say will highlight that 
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it is truly a partnership between government and industry, and that needs to be respected 
on all sides, because without that, the amazing amount of money that we've just 
presented to this House, in terms of our national accounts would be completely 
undermined. This is it's definitely something that needs everybody to come together to 
maximize. So, that paper, as the Honourable Chief Executive outlined, 166/23, provides 
a snapshot of the market value, which is set alongside ITQ fees. Also, because and while 
it can give it a snapshot, it also has a lot of risk around it in terms of accuracy. However, 
it does provide a little bit of information as to what return to people there is in any given 
year, and that's provided as a snapshot of a fee to revenue ratio, which, depending on the 
success of a season can drop anywhere between 2.54% to 10.42 in Loligo for example. It 
is based on very rough figures, but it's also a significant contribution to our corporation 
tax and Loligo in the past, significantly has been averaging around 25 million in previous 
years to 2023. but as has been raised also in the presentation of the national accounts, 
but in a number of SFC meetings, the corporation tax take of recent years has been 
different, and that is down to industry investments. But also, there have been some stand 
out low producing second illegal seasons and one complete non opening last year. And 
industry themselves also recognizably reflected in corporation tax take.  
 
I was provided some information by the Falkland Islands Fishing Companies Association 
because they are also very conscious that the reading out of very long numbers on the 
radio may present to the public a misrepresentation of how much money they draw from 
the fishery. So they would like to highlight that the cost of sales are significant when it 
when it comes to investment in ITQ fisheries, the 25 year security does certainly provide 
a good basis for them to be able to develop and make these investments, and also to 
build other businesses on the back of that security, but it does come with the 
requirement of paying annual access fees to that fishery and they're not insignificant. 
They contribute a large proportion of government revenue, as I believe most people in 
this country will be aware. But there's also wider economic activity, which is which is 
inspired by some of that growth as well. And this remains, and it's probably also worth 
saying that making sure that the return to the people remains an appropriate level, is a 
piece of work that government has committed to. It's going to need a lot more data, a lot 
more fine and real data, and again, more partnership between industry and government 
to achieve the best outcome for the Falkland Islands, very valuable fish. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Honourable Member wish to speak? Any supplementary questions?  No. 
 
The Deputy Clerk 
 
Motions 

 
Motion No 10 of 2025 by the Honourable Roger Spink 
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Report to The Legislative Assembly from the Statute Law Commissioner Application of 
United Kingdom Laws (Reporting period: 1 April 2025 – 31 July 2025) submitted under 
section 25 of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, under the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 
2017, the Statute Law Commissioner is required to report regularly to the Assembly on 
new laws made in the United Kingdom. 
 
This report covers the period 1 April to 31 July 2025, and is the third report made this year. 
 
Submission of regular reports enables the Assembly to: 

- consider all UK laws made in the period;  
- understand which apply to the Falkland Islands; and  
- make decisions about the adoption of UK laws.  

 
The report covers 13 Acts and approximately 530 statutory instruments.  
 

1. UK laws directly applied to FI   
 
ACTS:  One Act made in the reporting period applies, in part, directly to the Falkland 
Islands 
The Data (Use and Access) Act 2025 contains a single section which applies directly to 
the Falkland Islands; because it amends the Armed Fores Act 2006.  The Armed Forces 
Act is concerned with the service discipline of British Armed Forces personnel stationed 
in the Falkland Islands.  The amendment relates to the creation of new criminal offences 
under the 2025 Act and ensures that Service Courts have appropriate powers in 
connection with those offences. 
 
SECONDARY INSTRUMENTS: Five instruments made apply directly to the Falkland 
Islands 
 

(a) The British Nationality (Irish Citizens) Act 2024 (Commencement) Regulations 
2025 extend directly to the British Overseas Territories, including the Falkland 
Islands.  The Act brought into force creates a new route to British citizenship for 
certain people born in Ireland and who satisfy certain UK residence requirements, 
so is unlikely to have much, if any, direct relevance to the Falkland Islands. 
 

(b) Four Regulations making amendments to sanctions regimes have been made 
during the period, in particular in relation to sanctions imposed in connection with 
Haiti, Syria and Russia.  The Regulations generally extend and develop the 
relevant sanctions regimes to seek to make them more effective.  The 
amendments are highly unlikely to have any direct relevance to the Falkland 
Islands.  
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2. Falkland Islands adoption of UK law  
 
ACTS: Two Acts have been made during the reporting period which apply, in part, 
automatically in the Falkland Islands;  
 
The Product Regulation and Metrology Act 2025 seeks to update UK law in relation to 
product safety and metrology (the science of measurement).   
 
The Act amends the Weights and Measures Act 1985, which has been adopted under the 
law of the Falkland Islands, and the effect of section 24(2) of the of the Law Revision and 
Publication Ordinance 2017 is that those amendments will apply automatically in the 
Falkland Islands. 
 
The effectiveness of the Weights and Measures Act 1985 in the Falkland Islands is highly 
questionable – no persons or inspectors have been appointed to administer or enforce 
the Act (and no criminal offences operate under it).   It is recommended that any 
amendments made to the 1985 Act should continue to apply for simplicity and 
consistency.  However, the Law Commissioner has invited the Chief Executive to 
consider whether the Weights and Measures Act 1985 should be removed from the 
Falkland Islands statue book or if resources should be allocated to amending or 
replacing the Act.  
 
b. The Data (Use and Access) Act 2025 c. 18 
 
The Act amends a number of UK laws which have been adopted in the Falkland Islands.  
The effect of section 24(2) of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance is that such 
amendments automatically apply in the Falkland Islands. 

i. The Act amends the Births, Deaths and Registration Act 1953.  
The amendments made by the 2025 Act will enable the Registrar General to determine 
how registers of births and deaths are to be kept.  This will allow births and deaths to be 
registered in an electronic register and stored electronically without the need for paper 
registers to be kept. 
 
Whilst the Falkland Islands do not yet have satisfactory systems in place which would 
enable an immediate move to an electronic register, the amendments are enabling, not 
mandatory, so this will enable a move to electronic registration in due course.   
 

ii. The Act amends the New Roads and Street Works Act 1991. 
 

It is recommended that any amendments made to the New Roads and Street Works Act 
1991 should continue to do so pending review by the Director of Public Works of the 
relevance and appropriateness of ongoing application of the New Road and Street Works 
Act 1991 (the need for review was identified in 2024, but has a low priority attaching to 
it). 
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SECONDARY INSTRUMENTS: one instrument has been made which applies, in part, 
automatically in the Falkland Islands  
Minor amendment is made to the Registration of Marriages Regulations 2015 which 
unlikely has any application in the Falkland Islands (it concerns the marriage of life 
prisoners).  
 
OTHER UK LAWS: 
 
Finally, the Statute Law Commissioner has reviewed all other UK laws made during the 
reporting period, to consider whether to recommend to the Assembly that any of them 
should be adopted.  No recommendations are made for adoption. 
 
However, it is recommended to consider whether the Crimes Ordinance 2014 should be 
updated to reflect new sexual offences introduced in the UK under the Data (Use and 
Access) Act 2025.  Crown Counsel (Prosecution) is considering the matter. 
 
It is also noted that the Antarctic Regulations 1997, which relate to protected places 
under the Antarctic Treaty System, should potentially be updated to reflect the 
provisions of the Antarctic (Amendment) Regulations 2025, which update very similar 
provision in UK law, and which is intended to reflect international obligations.  It is 
anticipated that the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office will provide 
guidance on this in due course.    
 
I propose that the report be accepted. 
 
The Attorney General 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion. Mr Speaker, if I could, just make one sort of observation, 
a number of the amendments that are being made to UK law on an ongoing basis relates 
to the issue of data protection. And obviously we had an apology read out earlier this 
morning. And I do think at some point the Assembly and the Government ought to 
perhaps consider whether legislation in relation to data protection is something that 
should be considered, particularly as I say, it impacts so many areas of UK law. A number 
of the amendments that we're dealing with over time relate to that issue. And I think that's 
just a matter for not for consideration today, but I think it's an observation that perhaps 
we should take into account the future. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to that Motion?   
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, just to speak, to the Attorney General's point there I wonder, and 
I’d say thank you for putting it on the record. But I do hope that perhaps the next 
Legislative Assembly could consider that alongside its priorities for the next Islands Plan. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak?   
Honourable Members, the motion is that the report from the Statute Law Commissioner 
on the Application of United Kingdom Laws (Reporting period: 1 April 2025 – 31 July 2025) 
submitted under section 25 of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 be 
passed, is there any objection to passing that Motion?  There is no objection. 
 
It is resolved by the Legislative Assembly this 28th day of August 2025 that: 
 
(a) the report dated 19 August 2025 made by the Statute Law Commissioner to the 
Legislative Assembly under section 25(5) of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 
2017 is noted; 
 
(b) the recommendations of the report are approved; and 
 
(c) accordingly, no changes should be made in connection with any of the UK laws 
reported on. 
 
The Deputy Clerk 
 
Motion No 11 of 2025 by the Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
That this House notes the comments and recommendations of the Public Accounts 
Committee in respect of: 
 
 Review of the payments to Sure South Atlantic Ltd (2018-2027) 

 
And in accordance to the Public Accounts Ordinance 2009, clause 14 (1) a written 
response is required to be submitted to the Legislative Assembly by the Governor within 
six months. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, in presenting this Motion to this House and given he significant 
public interest around this matter, I would like to forewarn everyone that I am going to 
read out all of the comments and recommendations as presented to the PAC, mostly so 
that they can be heard by the wider public.  The full report will be available in due course 
for people to digest at their leisure, but for the sitting of the House today: 
 
The Public Accounts Committee (PAC), as part of their work plan, committed to 
reviewing the Payments to Sure South Atlantic Ltd (2018 – 2027) and consider whether 
the funds spent represented value for money in terms of economy, efficiency and 
effectiveness. 
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The key conclusion from this review was that it was difficult to say value for money had 
been obtained from over £8 million of government expenditure and there must be well 
founded concern that it has not.  
 
The review carried out by the PAC is into payments of over £8 million that have been or 
will be made by the Falkland Islands Government (FIG) to Sure South Atlantic Limited 
(Sure SA), the holder of an exclusive licence to provide telecommunications services 
within and to/from the Falkland Islands. 
 
The overwhelming majority of these payments (£8,441,000) relate to improvements to 
broadband services provided (or to be provided) by Sure SA across the whole of the 
Islands over an eight year period from 2019 to 2027. Smaller payments were also made in 
return for improvements to mobile services in Camp – the extent and amount of these 
payments has not been fully ascertained. 
 
The first payments (though relatively small within the overall scope of the amounts under 
investigation) were agreed within only a year of agreement having been reached in 2017 
on the terms of Sure SA’s exclusive licence.  
 
Much larger payments (totalling £3,231,000 over three years) were agreed in 2019, just 
two years after the 2017 agreement had been reached. However, it should be noted that, 
although Sure SA’s exclusive licence was due to last for at least 10 years from the date of 
that agreement, a side letter for a review after two years had been signed at the same 
time. 
 
Further payments (totalling £5,210,000 over another five years) were agreed in 2022 in 
return for a further set of improvements to broadband services, which have not yet fully 
materialised. 
 
There may also have been other payments made for further improvements to mobile 
coverage in Camp, but details of these have not been made available to the PAC. 
 
The recent arrival of competition from Starlink has coincided with a set of improvements 
made by Sure SA to its broadband offering to customers – apparently, no payments from 
FIG were needed in order for Sure to make these improvements. 
 
The key questions that have been identified as relevant to this review are: 

(1) Did FIG obtain improvements that it could not otherwise have 
obtained at the time (and not with the benefit of hindsight)? 

(2) Has Sure SA provided the improvements that it contracted to provide? 
 

In relation to question (1), the available evidence does appear to suggest that FIG was at 
least seeking to obtain improvements to broadband provision and mobile coverage in 
Camp that could not otherwise have been obtained from Sure SA under the regulatory 
framework in place at the time. Whether it should have been possible to obtain these 
improvements without having to pay Sure SA from public funds to provide them is 
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something that could realistically only be considered fully as part of a wider investigation 
into the effectiveness of FIG’s regulation of Sure SA. 
 
In relation to question (2), FIG appears to believe that – with one very important exception 
– Sure SA has provided everything that it was contracted to provide. However, again 
without having been given any information about the detailed terms of the 2019 and 2022 
agreements (in particular about the Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for the 
agreements) or about the arrangements for monitoring and managing performance and 
compliance, this belief can only be taken at face value. 
 
The important exception relates to the noticeable problems that were experienced as a 
result of the failed initial implementation of Low Earth Orbit (LEO) services. This has been 
variously described as “a contract management matter” and “a contract breach”. It has 
been stated in an oral answer in the Legislative Assembly that FIG has been in 
commercial discussions to understand the failure and to ensure that FIG receives 
reimbursement. It has also been stated that legal options will be considered if no 
commercial agreement is reached. However, as matters stand and without more 
information, it cannot be determined what position FIG has been left in and whether or 
not adequate safeguards were in place to manage FIG’s financial risk. 
 
It can be said that Sure SA’s customers have, on the whole, benefited from improved 
broadband speeds, increased data quotas and reduced broadband prices (relative to the 
services provided) than they might otherwise have done. 
 
However, achieving these improvements (to the extent that they were delivered) has 
required a significant subsidy/investment from FIG of over £1 million per year for 8 years, 
equivalent to approximately £300 per Falkland Islands resident per year. 
 
Moreover, during the failed introduction of the LEO services, Sure SA’s customers were 
not getting an improved service and are still not receiving the advertised benefits of low 
latency. Indeed, for a time, Sure SA’s customers were not even continuing to receive the 
service they had been paying for beforehand. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
In light of the findings of the review the PAC make recommendations 1(a) to 3(c) below: 
 
In the absence of detailed information in key areas, the recommendations made are of 
necessity, less specific than would otherwise have been the case. However, the PAC 
does make the following recommendations, based on the information that was 
available, in relation to the issues identified during this review: 
 
Recommendation 1(a) 
The PAC recommends to the extent (if any) that this has not been done already, FIG 
should seek to reach an agreement with Sure SA about appropriate Key Performance 
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Indicators (KPIs) to be met before outstanding and remaining payments are made under 
the 2022 Agreement. 
 
Recommendation 1(b) 
The PAC recommends that when any future agreement is reached with Sure SA (or a 
new provider) in relation to payments by way of subsidy/investment, appropriate KPIs 
(and appropriate incentive/liquidated damages arrangements) should be put in place 
as part of the agreement. 
 
Recommendation 2(a) 
The PAC recommends to the extent that arrangements for monitoring Sure SA’s 
performance of the 2022 Agreement (both generally and against specific KPIs) are not 
already in place, these should be put in place as a matter of urgency. 
 
Recommendation 2(b) 
The PAC recommends that to the extent that arrangements for monitoring Sure SA’s 
performance of the 2022 Agreement (both generally and against specific KPIs) are already 
in place, these should be reviewed in the light of the issues that have arisen (particularly, 
in relation to the integration of OneWeb in 2024) and changes made to those 
arrangements as required – this should be done as a matter of priority and certainly 
before further payments are made under the 2022 Agreement. 
 
Recommendation 2(c) 
The PAC recommends that steps should continue to be taken to improve the value for 
money obtained by FIG under the 2022 Agreement by securing repayments from Sure 
SA and/or compensation for Sure SA’s customers for any failure by Sure SA to meet its 
obligations under the 2022 Agreement. 
 
(As an observation, however, it is recognised that steps were already being taken and 
also that there may be a wider commercial context in relation to any agreement that 
might be reached with Sure SA beyond the expiry of the 2022 Agreement). 
 
Recommendation 2(d) 
The PAC recommends that if there are contractual issues or breaches during the 
remaining life of the 2022 Agreement or in relation to any future agreement with Sure SA 
(or a new provider), steps should be taken at the earliest opportunity to mitigate the 
effect of these and to secure the best outcome for FIG (and for customers). 
 
Recommendation 3(a) 
The PAC recommends that when making future arrangements for telecommunications 
services beyond the end of 2027, FIG should continue to take expert advice (such as 
that being obtained from Cambridge MC) in relation to current requirements and future 
developments. 
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Recommendation 3(b) 
The PAC recommends that FIG should also take (or continue to take) steps to seek 
information from stakeholders in relation to customers’ current and anticipated 
requirements and should take proper account of these when decisions are being taken 
in relation to future arrangements for telecommunications services. 
 
Recommendation 3(c) 
The PAC recommends that other professional advice (such as specialist legal advice) 
should also be obtained if and as required in relation to future arrangements for 
telecommunications services 
 
As an observation rather than a recommendation (as such), it is noted that a balance 
needs to be struck between allowing competition and maintaining universal services. 
 
It should be noted that many of the recommendations that are being made have wider 
application to FIG procurement, not just in relation to the agreements with Sure SA: 
agreeing KPIs, monitoring compliance and taking action when performance falls short 
are good practice in relation to most, if not all, procurement contracts. 
 
In Summary: 
 
This review addresses the background to the project and concludes, as stated above, 
that the review could not confirm if value for money had or had not been achieved. It is 
clear that customers receive, in some cases, a benefit from improved broadband 
speeds, increased data quotas and reduced broadband prices (relative to the services 
provided) than they might otherwise have done. 
 
The PAC recognises that the Falkland Islands Government has a natural churn of staff 
and as a result corporate memory can be lost. This review was once again hampered by 
the dearth of documentation when it was requested therefore a reliance on information 
in the public domain means the review may not give a complete picture. The PAC has a 
statutory role in good governance and as such the PAC stresses the importance of 
documentation, files and papers requested by PAC being submitted in timely manner 
and in their entirety. 
 
It is our intention to publish this report at our earliest convenience, thank you Mr 
Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Honourable Member wish to comment? 
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The Attorney General 
 
Mr Speaker, if I may, obviously if the Motion is passed this morning as we would expect, 
it would be for Executive Council to consider and give the Government response to the 
report from the PAC, as one of the officials (named/quoted) in the report, I did find it 
slightly curious some of the statements within the report. 
 
I asked some colleagues as well and it appears that neither I nor the current Regulator, 
nor the current Director of Commercial Services appear to have any record of being 
contacted by the Public Accounts Committee in relation to this inquiry, nor were any of 
us asked for any information, for example, the contract that is referred to as not having 
been provided in relation to this inquiry.  We will seek to explore those matters with the 
Public Accounts Committee before the Executive Council submits its response, but I just 
wish to make that observation in relation to that matter.  Obviously, the Public Accounts 
Committee performs a very valuable service in holding the Government to account for 
the value of the money that it spends and certainly, that is an important function that it 
needs to be assisted to provide.  But I did wish to give that observation, given the 
extensive references to the lack of information in relation to this particular inquiry. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker and thank you to the Attorney General for clearing that up. I would 
ask, what that does to the timeline. Clearly, if we have to clear that up and have those 
conversations now, and we approve this now, the timeline is six months to come back to 
the House with a response via EXCO, which may be difficult to do, if the conversations 
haven't been had yet. I'd like to know what that does, the timeline, and what the officers 
wish to do. 
 
The Attorney General 
 
Mr Speaker, I mean, obviously this is the matters within the Public Accounts Committee's 
report are well understood and known about, and I don't think that seeking to clarify 
some of the statements in the report should present any delay to the ability of officers to 
provide a report to Executive Council at the earliest opportunity, hopefully before the end 
of this Assembly. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Honourable Member wish to speak to that Motion. 
 
The Motion is that this House, notes the comments and recommendations of the Public 
Accounts Committee in respect of: 
 
 Review of the payments to Sure South Atlantic Ltd (2018-2027) 
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Is there any objection to passing that Motion? 
 
There is no objection.  That Motion is carried. 

 
And in accordance to the Public Accounts Ordinance 2009, clause 14 (1) a written 
response is required to be submitted to the Legislative Assembly by the Governor (in 
Council) within six months. 
 
The Deputy Clerk 
 
Order of the Day: Bills 
 
Members’ Remuneration and Benefits (Amendment) Bill 2025, this Bill has been gazetted 
and we go to the second reading. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I am pleased to present to the Assembly the 
Members’ Remuneration and Benefits (Amendment) Bill 2025. The Bill gives effect to the 
decisions taken following the work of the Remuneration Panel earlier this year. 
As Honourable Members are aware, the Independent Panel was appointed by the 
Governor with Dr Declan Hall (as chair) and Mrs Eileen Davies, Mr Mark Lewis, and Mr 
Liam Short as members. The panel consulted the current and former MLAs, Government 
officials, and members of the public. Their report was subsequently considered and 
approved by Executive Council and forms the foundation of the changes now proposed 
in the Amendment Bill before us. 
 
It is important to underline that remuneration for MLAs has not been increased over the 
last two Assemblies, that is, since 2017. The Bill therefore updates arrangements to 
ensure that service in this House remains fair, sustainable, and accessible to a wide 
range of people. 
 
Key amendments include: 

• Base Remuneration: The annual salary for MLAs will increase from £45,000 to 
£52,500 following the general election. This adjustment reflects inflation since 
2021 and recognises that pay has been static for eight years. 

• Annual Indexation: Going forward remuneration will be subject to an annual 
indexation mechanism, with oversight by the Budget Select Committee and 
capped at 2%. This ensures that pay will be able to grow during the life of an 
Assembly while also protecting the public purse. 

• Additional Responsibility Payments: 

o The Chair of the Legislative Assembly and Members of Executive Council 
will receive a modest allowance capped at the equivalent of one day’s 
salary per month (currently £202). This recognises the greater 
responsibility and workload attached to those roles. 
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o Provision has also been made for the Speaker and Deputy Speaker to 
receive remuneration at the daily rate of £202 per day. 

• Resettlement Grant: On leaving office, a Member will receive a grant equivalent 
to three months’ salary, increased from the previous two months, to help ease the 
transition back into employment or private life. 

• Camp Members’ Accommodation: The Bill confirms the long-standing practice 
that Camp Members who do not own a home in Stanley are entitled to government 
accommodation when in Stanley, ensuring they are able to fully participate in the 
business of the Assembly. 

• Telecommunications Allowance: The existing arrangements for 
telecommunications will be streamlined, with Members entitled to a reduced 
allowance of £50 per month, together with reimbursement of the costs of 
overseas calls made on official business. 

• Travel Benefits: The previous entitlement for a Member’s partner or spouse to 
accompany them once per term on overseas travel has been revoked. Overseas 
travel and hospitality arrangements for Members themselves will, however, 
continue on existing terms. 

• Commencement: The amendments made by this Bill will apply to the Members 
of the next Legislative Assembly. This is in line with the long-standing good 
practise that outgoing Members review the remuneration package for incoming 
Members.  

 
Mr Speaker, these amendments represent a balanced update and reflect the considered 
recommendations of the Independent Panel, and they ensure that remuneration is kept 
fair, transparent, and proportionate. They also recognise that the role of an MLA is 
demanding, requiring sacrifice and commitment, and should not be limited only to those 
with the pre-existing means to serve. 
 
Equally, the Bill ensures accountability to the public by capping future increases, 
removing outdated benefits, and modernising allowances. 
 
In short, this amendment strikes a balance between fairness to Members and 
responsibility to the taxpayer. It supports the continued health of our democracy by 
ensuring that people from all walks of life can put themselves forward to serve in the 
Falkland Islands and be properly compensated for the efforts undertaken in the role. 
 
I beg to move the second reading of the Bill. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, I second the Motion. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion?  The Motion is that the Bill 
will be read a second time. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I'd like to thank my Honourable colleague, MLA Spink for his 
exposition. And I would like in rising to talk to the Motion, I would like to say that I do 
support the majority of this amendment bill, but on the grounds of ensuring good 
governance, I must contest one aspect, one clause, which has not been thoroughly 
examined for policy impact, and as it stands, I believe, is completely unqualified by the 
exposition that was given. Namely, this is that a modest allowance allowing for the chair 
of the Legislative Assembly and Executive Council Members to be paid more based on 
greater responsibility and greater workflow justification, I would hope I wouldn't have to 
remind this House that the responsibility for approving laws and finance is a 
responsibility of the whole Assembly, while Executive Council will have a role in 
approving what is brought to the House. I contest there is no greater workload, absolutely 
none that EXCO or the Chair can evidence to back up this claim of why they should be 
paid more than other Members.  At the most profound level, it undermines the role of 
scrutiny that is crucial in our system. It also signals to Members that even if you have the 
largest portfolio or largest number of boards or committees or you simply apply the most 
effort, that this isn't something seen as workload worthy of pay. This clause introduces a 
heightened tension within the Assembly. Currently, Members cover the role of an 
Executive Council member who is away on leave or chair a meeting, and if they are not 
remunerated for it, this change may alter this dynamic. Or if you're suggesting that there's 
going to be a spot payment, well, how administratively burdensome for our staff, and also 
takes the gesture away of cover from being impartial and without consequence to one 
that is loaded with the potential scope for pettiness.  
 
There is also a key aspect of our Constitution, which means that if two serving Members 
are on the Public Accounts Committee, again, a great workload and responsibility, it also 
restricts them from serving on Executive Council and Mr Speaker, as I have raised in this 
House on several occasions, there isn't enough accountability in our system to protect 
the people from politicians who simply do not wish to undertake their workload. And to 
be perfectly blunt, no protection to stop MLAs falling asleep in Executive Council 
meetings or in the chairing of meetings or turning up without having read the papers. And 
I know this has happened, this further weakens the expositions claim that there is a 
greater workload or responsibility attributed to these roles, because the workload is 
simply what you want it to be, and the public do not have a choice in the election of the 
Executive in the same way that you do in other systems.  
 
I have also known and heard from other Members in the past that Executive Council 
Members have sometimes been chosen because they are ineffective to challenge rather 
than being effective in that role, the additional responsibility falls to the scrutinizing 
House to protect the people's interests in these incidents. We are the gatekeepers on Ill 
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thought through policy and law presented to this House. And yes, EXCO has that role in 
deciding what is brought to the House, but the gate keeping and the protection of this 
through representation is undertaken by all MLAs. And, that being said, we all read the 
papers, and we all sit around at Pre-Executive Council meetings and arm the EXCO 
Members with what questions or comments they can make to papers as well. This 
workload dynamic is also potentially going to be impacted by remuneration differences 
between Members. And I'd say that currently, the dynamic that we have, even though it 
isn't perfect, this is representation better in Executive Council meetings through that 
collaboration. 
 
As it stands, the ambitions of this clause are not clear. The justification is proven to be 
wrong in my mind, and it would not be appropriate to include this clause in this Bill as a 
result. And even if I am wrong or perhaps being too pessimistic, I hope colleagues 
support that this clause should have proper policy work behind it to support its ambitions 
and justifications before it is introduced to this country as law. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion? 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
I too have grave reservations about this, but I was going to save mine until the second 
reading of the Bill. I'm not sure which is more appropriate, I can speak now. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
This is the second reading of the Bill. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Okay, excellent. So, I will support the suggestion of an amendment to remove the 
passage around the extra remuneration for EXCO and for the Chair.  I sit on EXCO and am 
the current Chair. I'd like to explain why. So, when this came to EXCO, originally, I gave 
my approval out of pragmatism. I would say I wanted to make sure a Bill was able to come 
forward to the House that contained the other provisions, particularly the pay uplift, 
which I support. It was with the understanding that the extra pay for EXCO Members and 
the Chair would be zero rated when we set a policy within EXCO, not said at the high level 
and that we could debate the principle in the Assembly.  I was never comfortable with 
this particular suggestion.  
 
I believe changes of this nature should always be introduced transparently, with clear 
debate about their implications. What concerns me most is that we're being asked to 
make a potentially significant constitutional shift at the very end of this Assembly with no 
proper policy work, no clarity on how it would function, and no debate with other 
Members of the Legislative Assembly or the public. In fact, in every constitutional review 
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going back decades, officials from outside have suggested changes along these lines, 
and every time, Councillors and MLAs of the day, those who knew the strengths of our 
system, carefully considered those ideas and rejected them.  We need to carefully 
consider whether this is the right moment to start down that path, particularly without 
the benefit of proper consultation or analysis. And there's another point. This year's 
budget was framed around savings restraint and telling the public what they could not 
have.  
 
I supported the Remuneration Panel's recommendation for a general salary rise because 
pay had slipped eight years behind inflation, and we need to attract the strongest 
candidates to stand. That was justified.  
 
This proposal does nothing to address that issue. Instead, it risks creating division, adds 
bureaucracy and consumes resources that should be directed at higher priorities. To do 
this now, after the message we sent in the budget, will send a very mixed message to the 
public.  
 
I'm not opposed to the idea being discussed in the future. If the next Assembly wishes to 
consider this properly with clear advice and public input that would be the right time to 
have the discussion, but it would be plain wrong for us to advance it without significant 
discussion now, in the 11th Hour of this Assembly, as we leave office. With no discernible 
audit trail showing support for this, it's not only premature, but could potentially not meet 
the standards of good governance we should hold ourselves to. For those reasons, I will 
support an amendment to remove this, to remove that passage and, I urge colleagues to 
do the same. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. It is a fact, as confirmed in this House twice this year, 
that the Executive Council under the current constitution are the Government of the 
Falkland Islands. I consider that a sitting Executive Council is the business end of the 
Assembly, which is, in effect, a coalition of eight individuals. I'm afraid I don't accept the 
view, with respect, the view that an extra payment for EXCO Members is in some way the 
thin end of the wedge, and that it's the start of a split. EXCO Members are voted on once 
a year. EXCO Members sign off as the Government of the Falkland Islands. I actually 
support this payment. I look upon it as a responsibility allowance. I don't believe anybody 
wants to go back to the days when only “well-offs” and people of important independent 
means would be able to stand, so I have absolutely no problem whatsoever with the 
increase in salary of the next Assembly, which clearly, as a retiring Member for good, I'm 
not part thereof, it's only right it brings up an Assembly Member's salary to round-about, 
the level of a teacher. 
 
The Assembly Chair, I also don't have a problem with that. I believe the next Assembly 
will badly need some training, up to date training on the role and running of a meeting, it 
effects some areas and the wider FIG, could do with that as well.  
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It's been mentioned about PAC and there being two Members on the PAC. As one of those 
individuals who was around the table when we set up the PAC, I now recognize that that 
was a mistake to have sitting Members on the Public Accounts Committee, hopefully the 
next review of the Constitution, that will change. 
 
I personally do not have a problem with extra payment for the Executive Council 
Members. And I don't have a problem with the extra payment, it's not a great deal of 
money, for the Chair of the Assembly.   I'm afraid I disagree if properly done, the Chair of 
the Assembly is an important role, and it's the shop window of the Assembly. I actually 
support this as it stands. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. I shall keep my comments extremely brief. As a 
general principle, I support the work of the Remuneration panel as it has arrived in the 
House today, but I do associate myself fully and will support the amendment as laid on 
the table by the Honourable MLA Barkman spoken to so eloquently by the MLA Mark 
Pollard (and I do thank somebody for waking me up, by the way, to make this).  I do have 
a slight worry that the change, as was proposed hasn't been, I don't think, properly talked 
through. And if we are going to make changes, and if the next Assembly wishes to, it 
should be a journey in which they take the public with them, which they speak to the 
public about how they want to change it, because if we are little bit by little bit nibbling 
away and wanting to change to perhaps a different political system here in the Falklands, 
let's be open and honest about it, rather than trying to do it by increment. And I basically 
do support the amendment as proposed. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, having heard my colleagues, and particularly the 
Honourable Teslyn Barkman’s arguments, I must admit, I'm not averse to there being 
these responsibility payments, but I don't think they've been thought through as they 
stand in this Bill. And therefore, I think, you know, maybe it should be revisited in the 
future or whatever, but it certainly, it doesn't seem to me to be a sensible thing to move 
forwards at this present time. So, I would support the amendment. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
I'd just like to make one point, Mr Speaker, I don't recall a great deal of discussion with 
the public when it was decided to extend the life, in effect, extend the life of this 
Assembly. I'd just like to make that point. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, having listened to the various speakers on this, I would like to support the 
amendment. I do not have a real problem with extra payments for what are considered 
to be extra duties and diligence, but to do it in what could appear to the public to be rather 
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than ad hoc, and I don't agree with that, so I think it is something that should be 
considered by the next Assembly. So, I support the amendment. 
 
The Honourable Jack Ford 
 
Mr Speaker, I support the current version in the bill as is being presented, rather than the 
amendment to reflect the additional responsibility and accountability of Members of 
Executive Council as Members of Government, as well as recognizing the importance of 
the role of the Chair, which I agree with colleagues, needs some work in the next 
Assembly. But these amendments as proposed in the Bill were about putting in place 
provision for the next Assembly and then ensuring that works goes on when the new 
Assembly is elected. So, I support the Bill as it stands. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Honourable Member wish to speak, this is the second reading of the Bill. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker, I have written to the Attorney General about the process that we went 
through to get here.  I understand that I only wrote late yesterday so getting an answer 
now would be a bit premature.  Just on the zero rated element, that is not it at all, this is 
setting a one day salary.  We did discuss very briefly in Budget Select about zero rating it.  
I believe the policy paper said it would be zero rated and then the Bill itself sets a rate.  
That’s where I think the process has fallen apart completely, but I also think it should go 
completely back and should be up to the new Assembly to decide the way in which it 
works and whether or not it puts this in, rather than us put in a placeholder now, they can 
have that debate, they can talk about how it works and do it then – there is no need to put 
it in now, I don’t feel. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members as I said the Motion is that the Bill would be read a second time.   
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, I would just like to say thank you to my Colleagues who have accepted that 
this clause shouldn’t stand as part of the Bill and that is the amendment that I am 
suggesting to be put forward.  I am glad to hear that is also being reflected back by 
comments made by some of my colleagues around the table.  And, I'd just like to say that 
rather than ground myself in the idea of who's most in charge, I'd rather use the examples 
and justifications of what real workload and responsibility are in the Falkland Islands’ 
dynamic of democracy and thinking about what we want to protect and how we get there 
in terms of accountability and representation, and improving both of those and with this 
clause, I see a lot of risk, and as I've already outlined. There are also constitutional 
clashes with some of Members responsibilities, and I appreciate my Honourable 
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colleagues also reflecting upon this and seeing that there is risk, and it needs to be 
worked through before something like this can be introduced. But happy to go to the third 
reading and hopefully removed this clause. 
 
Mr Speaker   
 
Honourable Members, the motion before the House is the Bill be read a second time. Is 
there any objection passing that motion? No objection. The Bill will be read a second 
time. 
 
The Deputy Clerk   
 
Members Remuneration and Benefits (Amendment) Bill 2025 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, this is a procedure that we haven’t followed for quite a 
considerable time, but the House is now in Committee.  The difference is (a) you don’t 
have to stand up to speak and also, any Motions don’t have to be seconded. 
 
The Deputy Clerk 
 
Part 1 Preliminary - Clauses 1 and 2 
 
The Attorney General 
 
I beg to move that Part 1 (clauses 1 and 2) stand part of the Bill. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the motion is that Part 1 (clauses 1 and 2) stand part of the Bill. 
Any objection? Part 1 stands part of the Bill 
 
The Deputy Clerk 
 
Part 2 Amendment of Members’ Remuneration Ordinance 2009 
 
Clauses 3 to 7 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move that: 
 
Clause 6 be replaced with: 

“In section 8, replace paragraph (a) with –– 
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“(a)  the amounts paid to each Member during that year, as an annual salary under 
paragraph 3 of the Schedule;”.  

 
And that: 
 
 Clause 7 (b) be deleted, the other paragraphs be renumbered and stand part of the Bill 
 
The Attorney General 
 
I beg to move that Part 2 as amended stands part of the Bill. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Motion is that Part 2 (clauses 3 to 7) as amended stands part of the Bill. Now, I know 
there has been objection to this.  What we will do is take a formal vote and then you can 
voice your yea or nay to that. 
 
The Motion that you are voting on is that part 2 (clauses 3-7) as amended by the Motion 
from the Honourable Teslyn Barkman stands part of the Bill.  Are you for or against that 
Motion: 
The Honourable Jack Ford – Against 
The Honourable Mark Pollard – For 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman – For 
The Honourable Peter Biggs – For 
The Honourable John Birmingham – Against 
The Honourable Gavin Short – For 
The Honourable Roger Spink – For 
 
That amendment is carried, the amended Part 2 (clauses 3 – 7) stands part of the Bill.   
 
The Deputy Clerk 
 
Part 3 – Amendment of Falkland Islands Pensions Scheme Ordinance 1997 
Clauses 8 and 9. 
 
The Attorney General 
 
I beg to move that part 3 (clauses 8 and 9) stands part of the Bill. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The motion is that Part 3 (clauses 8 and 9) stands part of the Bill - any objection – Part 3 
(clauses 8 and 9) stands part of the Bill. 
 
The House resumes, we are back in the Assembly now. 
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The Deputy Clerk 
 
Members Remuneration and Benefits (Amendment) Bill 2025 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
I beg to move that the Bill be read a third time and do pass. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members the Motion before the House is that the Bill as amended will be 
read a third time and do pass. Is there any objection to passing that Motion?  There is no 
objection, the Bill will be read a third time and do pass. 
 
The Deputy Clerk 
 
Members Remuneration and Benefits (Amendment) Bill 2025 
 
The Motion for Adjournment 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move that this House stands adjourned. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Colleagues, mine is really a point which I probably should have 
spoken while the matter was being and I referred to the question to MLA Barkman, but 
there's a reflection on that that I would like to have noted and listening to MLA Barkman’s 
response to the question on the value of Falklands fisheries asked by the Hon Mark 
Pollard made me reflect on how vital the good management and protection of our 
fisheries, and more importantly, our amazing biodiversity and environment is, especially 
the coastal and surrounding waters, how important it is to the economy and well-being 
of our Islands, we must never take that for granted. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members any other Member wishes to speak? 
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The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker, we were trying to outbid each other to stand up. It seems like a fairly minor 
thing, and perhaps it is, but we often talk about competition in these Motions for 
Adjournments, and I wanted to speak briefly about darts today Mr Speaker.  
 
I've personally been playing in the league almost three decades and have involved in 
helping and organizing for a good portion of that I've noticed that it doesn't always have 
the best reputation. Yet this season, 136 different players played in a total of 18 teams. 
I'm always impressed with just how inclusive the dart scene is in the Falklands. If anyone 
wants to get a true feel for how those arriving in our community can truly integrate and 
assimilate, take a wander around the pubs on the Monday night during the darts season, 
better still have a go yourself in the league or one of the tournaments.  
 
I'd also like to put on record today my thanks to the to all the committee helpers, 
statisticians, scorers and everyone involved in any way. Another great season. I reckon I 
enjoyed this one even more than any of the others. That's probably down to those 
teammates in the Scuds that put up with my radical attempts to gather legs throughout 
the season. Thank you very Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I thank my Honourable colleague Peter Biggs first for drawing 
out that very important message, which I certainly do echo. I realize I've spoken a lot 
today, but there was a meeting of Standing Finance Committee yesterday in which the 
Assembly approved a humanitarian aid gesture of £5000  to support “Penguins for 
Palestine”. This is meant for humanitarian aid to support people suffering in the 
atrocities in Gaza. And just like to say, Mr Speaker, that this is a man made internationally 
supported genocide at the most disturbing levels, the unfathomable bombing and killing 
of babies, children, schools, hospitals, medics, rescue teams, humanitarian workers, 
starving people queuing for food and journalists must end now “Free Palestine!” 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members in rising to speak to this Motion, I do have a 
contribution to make.  At the last sitting of this House, that being the 15th of July, I brought 
up what I consider to be a constitutional question, and with your permission, I shall read 
out the relevant bits of the speech I made then.  This is to do with a decision in Executive 
Council.  After being elected to this House, that being this House, the Assembly, I was 
elected to the Executive Council, which we now know as confirmed in this House is, in 
fact, the Government of the Falkland Islands. When the paper came to the Executive 
Council, this is the paper on whether to continue any further works on salmon farming, 
the new government, (I was elected onto the Executive Council of the day), the new 
government decided that because there was such negative public feeling about any 
industrial salmon farming in the introduction of an alien, invasive and aggressive species, 
that we would decline to have any further work carried out at the public expense. Officers 
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advised us that there was a possibility of legal action against a decision, but we felt that 
we had a mandate from the electorate, so that's how we came to that decision. 
 
Mr Speaker, I've been to many meetings over the years, and have been advised many 
times that a decision made by one Assembly and the Executive Council, that being the 
Government, can be changed by a future Assembly and in this case, the Executive 
Council. I believe this issue has raised the constitutional question that needs to be 
addressed at the next review. I was hoping that after I'd spoken in the House, by some 
means of, I don't know what, the Chief Justice may well have written back to me, outlining 
the many reasons why I was wrong and basically putting me my place. Well, okay, but up 
to now, I haven't heard a thing, so I shall be travelling next week to the United Kingdom. 
It's quite possible I'll have an envelope, which I may well send once I can get the address 
of the Chief Justice.  
 
The question itself still stands; can a government overturn a previous government's 
decision? The fact that this is about salmon farming is part of it, but it goes beyond that, 
and it will crop up in future debates and in future decision making.  
 
A question at next week's public meeting will be about carers. I won't answer it here, but 
I'd like to make it public again that I consider the care community to be underrated and 
financially undervalued. It takes a special person to be a carer, I do know that steps are 
being taken to improve the package by offering qualifications and training. I would like to 
thank those who are organizing that. 
 
And, on the topic of caring, our new facility, Tussac House, is now well and truly up and 
running, and there will be a further review in the New Year regarding its further potential.  
 
As a community, we do care. I don't believe anybody, as has been mentioned by my 
Honourable colleague to the left, I don't believe anybody can be anything other than 
appalled at the current situation in Gaza. And I'm pleased that we were able, yesterday 
at Standing Finance to say yes to a donation to the Gaza fund, the fundraising that's going 
on.  
 
Mr Speaker, I don't wish to extend this conversation any further, but we were expecting 
your deputy Claudette to be here this morning. I believe she's not very well, so I wish her 
all the very best, and I'd like to thank her for her service in this House as Deputy Speaker 
and wish her a speedy recovery. I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I've been once again, aroused from my slumbers to 
speak to the Motion for Adjournment.  
 
Three brief things actually, I have to give a big shout out to my colleague across the way 
of course, after many years of being the bridesmaid, they have finally walked away with 
being top of the league in the darts scene, and although I don't toddle around the house 
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up on Monday night being gainfully employed elsewhere, I can only speak for the 
tournament side, and I have to say that each and every one was a huge success. Such a 
cross section of the community there, from long established people, through to 
immigrants, all they're playing, and some of them doing jolly good as well. And I have to 
give thank you to everybody involved in organizing it, because it's a lot of work goes into 
that, not just the setting up before it all starts. It's the morning after the night before, when 
perhaps health may not be quite as good as it should be, when it's all got to be cleared 
away and cleaned up. So big shout out to I think, very much undervalued part of our 
sporting community, the dart players of the Falklands. 
 
Very quickly, FIDF veterans pin badge, just to give you a very brief update, I do know from 
speaking to Nick at the office. That the invoice has been received is now sitting, I believe, 
within Treasury. And once Treasury counts all the pieces of gold that is needed, and I 
presume, puts them in some package and sends them off from the carrier gull to the 
company in UK, those badges should soon be on the way to the Falklands, and we can 
progress that to its final part. I very, very much look forward to that. 
 
Also, before I sit down, a shout out to the crew working on Des Peck’s old shop, the 
Philomel Store, they are rattling a lot and well impressed with the speed that they're 
getting the new yellow tin back on the old building. She's gonna look good ready for the 
tourist season. So, thank you all very much, and I support the Motion for Adjournment. 
 
Attorney General   
 
Mr Speaker, if I could just respond to one of the comments made by the Honourable John 
Birmingham. Obviously, it's a matter for the Honourable Member if he wishes to write to 
the Chief Justice, but I felt it was worth commenting that it's unlikely that the Chief Justice 
would reply to a letter either about a specific case or about a hypothetical situation. 
Obviously, judicial independence is an important function, and he can only make 
decisions on cases, on the facts and the law as they appear before him in court. So, I 
think it would be no disrespect to this House or the Honourable Member, but I wouldn't 
necessarily expect that he would receive a response, depending on what his letter is 
asking. I thought it was just fair to make that response, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham,  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. I'm really sorry that the Honourable Member to my 
right is always the bridesmaid. Things may well look up. I'd like to thank the Attorney 
General for his response. I would suggest that it's not a hypothetical question. We are 
consistently told, or have been told in the past that a decision made in Executive Council, 
the Government, can be overturned by an Executive Council of the future, and at some 
point, is going to have to be bottomed out and that is the point. 
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Attorney General   
 
Obviously, Mr Speaker, as a point of general principle, then absolutely an Executive 
Council, absolutely can make a decision different to a decision made by itself previously 
or by a previous iteration of the Executive Council previously.  The issue when it comes 
before the courts is often about following the law and the proper procedures that are set 
down by the law, and that includes any matters set out by statute, but also includes 
common law requirements. And so, in the case of decisions made by the Executive 
Council, there is a procedure known as judicial review of decisions, and that is primarily 
concerned with how we go about making the decision, not about whether or not a 
specific decision can or can't be made. So, I just thought it was important just to make 
that distinction. And the case that I think the Honourable Member is referring to was a 
matter of it was a matter of procedure that was essentially considered by the court, 
although ultimately that case was compromised by the Government agreeing to a 
consent order in that particular matter, rather than an active decision by the Chief 
Justice. 
 
Mr Speaker   
 
I think we're on the Motion for Adjournment. It's not really a matter of debate, but if you 
wish to continue this? 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
I’d just like to say, I mean as portfolio holder, not an Executive Council member at the 
time, but let's thank the Attorney General for his outline of what happened, because the 
Government was totally at fault. Executive Council were wrong to have taken the 
decision in the way that they did, because there was a process and a procedure to be 
followed to reach an outcome in that decision, and that has been recognized by the 
Government now, and that's why we're going through the process of ensuring evidence 
and proof and consultation as part of a decision around salmon farming. In particular, it 
is important that processes are followed. And I would just point to the irony, the workload 
is something that was potentially not undertaken properly by Executive Council at that 
point. 
 
Mr Speaker   
 
Honourable Members that actually concludes the business for today, the House stands 
adjourned accordingly. 
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