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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly 
Thursday 30 January 2025 

 
Prayers 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, Ladies and Gentlemen, I wish you a good morning and welcome to 
this meeting of the Legislative Assembly.  My usual reminder please, that all electronic 
equipment and phones to be turned to silent. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Oath of Allegiance – Acting Financial Secretary, Steven Cannon 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Confirmation of the Records of Legislative Assembly 29 November and 19 December 
2024 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members I have before me records of our last two meetings. Did you wish 
that I signed these as a true record? Thank you 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Papers to be Laid on the Table by the Acting Chief Executive. 
 
Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last 
sitting of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to Section 35(1) of the 
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977. 
 
 Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 (Amendment) Order 2025 

 
The Acting Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, I hereby lay the aforementioned papers on the Table. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order section 41 (3), I move that the Law Revision and 
Publication Ordinance 2017 (Amendment) Order 2025 be noted. By way of explanation, 
this Order amends Schedule 1 of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 to 
reflect the recommendations of the Statute Law Commissioner made to the Legislative 
Assembly in the report considered by the Assembly on 19 December 2024.  
 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 30 January 2025 

7 

The Order confirms the automatic adoption in the Falkland Islands, under section 23 of 
the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 of the Damages (Personal Injury) 
(England and Wales) Order 2024 (SI 2024/1261). 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 
2017 (Amendment) Order 2025 is noted.  Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to 
the Motion?  Is there any objection to passing this Motion?  There is no objection.  That 
Order is noted. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Questions for Oral Responses 
 
Question Number 01/25 by Honourable Roger Spink 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  In 2022 FIG issued a joint press release with Sure the 
telecommunications provider advising that agreement had been reached that amongst 
other things I quote “In summer of 2023 customers would further benefit from the 
introduction by Sure of a new Low Earth Orbital Satellite service, via the OneWeb Satellite 
constellation. This would reduce latency compared with existing systems, allowing 
greater use of cloud-based systems and other latency sensitive applications.” 
 
Given that customers have yet to see the introduction of this important improvement in 
service over a year later in January 2025, can the Honourable Mark Pollard advise how 
FIG will be compensated for the failure to deliver what was clearly an agreed obligation in 
return for financial support, and what steps FIG are taking regarding this agreement given 
it leaves consumers with a limited and relatively slow service?   
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for the question. 
 
Sure and FIG have regular contract meetings, directed through Development and 
Commercial Services, and the compliance with the contractual obligation to provide LEO 
services has been raised via these meetings. FIG is currently in commercial discussions 
with Sure to understand the failure to introduce LEO services, and to ensure FIG receives 
reimbursement for funds it has directed to Sure to provide these services, which are now 
over a year late. If no commercial agreement is reached, legal solutions will be 
considered. 
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Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, I'd like to thank my Honourable colleague for his response. Wouldn't you 
agree that we have a solution which many people have turned to, which is the LEO 
service that provided by Starlink, although we have a prohibitively high license fee, and 
actually bringing that fee down would enable consumers in the Falklands to enjoy LEO 
services. And I think, as per the recommendations of the Select Committee, I think the 
sooner we get on with pushing that forward, the sooner consumers in the Falklands will 
benefit. Thank you.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you. Just to absolutely remind the Members of Legislature Assembly around 
petition, about the Select Committee on the petition for the VSAT license, and actually 
reviewing the transcript of that because I can remember what I said, but also refreshing 
myself with the reasoning of other members of that Select Committee, it was myself and 
Gavin who both mentioned that as a formative reason as to why the VSAT license needed 
to be lowered in price and the regulation needed to be reviewed. I'd say that that 
outcome that you're describing there, Honourable Colleague Spink is already a formative 
part of the Select Committee outcomes which were see waiting for the draft regulation to 
be presented to the House. But yeah, just to note that both Gavin and myself, did raise 
that particularly as a formative reason 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his follow up 
question, and Honourable Colleague Teslyn Barkman for her comments as well. Mr 
Speaker, I can go into  the Select Committee and the Starlink side here, but I'm doing a 
portfolio update. I thought it might be more sensible to go into that side here, to separate 
it from the Sure LEO services that they were looking to provide. If my Honourable 
colleagues are happy with that, then I'm more than happy to take that in the portfolio 
report and take follow up questions afterwards. That makes sense. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any supplementary questions? No. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 02/25 by Honourable John Birmingham 
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The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, can the Honourable Mark Pollard please advise when 
and where the results of public tenders are published and the timeline from decision to 
publication. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I thank my Honourable colleague for his question Any 
chance to get out  public information is always very useful.  
 
The FIG Contract Register is a live document that can be found on the Falkland Islands 
Government Website. All contracts over the value of £10k managed through Proactis Pro-
Contract the FIG e-procurement will be published on the register. The publishing of the 
contract is the last step in the procurement system workflow. The contract register 
publicises the contract name, the supplier, the value and the commencement and 
termination date. The duration of the  publication from tender close is dependent upon 
the following workflow steps and includes evaluation, tender boards and contract 
formation and approvals from AG Chambers, the Treasury and contract signing in 
accordance with FIG Financial Instructions. This being driven by resource availability and 
complexity but on average ranges from 4 weeks to 8 weeks. 
 
I've checked the website myself last night again, just to make sure it's all working. And it 
takes you to the Proactis site, and you can see all of the contracts. I hope that answers 
my Honourable Colleague’s question, thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Member for his reply. Would you agree with me that 
there are substantial numbers of individuals within the islands community who do not 
browse the internet on a daily basis. And is there a reason why the results of contracts 
cannot be published in paper form, or does he think that that would be up to the media to 
inform the public? 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker, I think in the past, we always used to publish them through the Penguin 
News, if I remember rightly, and perhaps through the radio station, but, I can check that. I 
think this is seen as an easier way to do it, because it means you can access it as and 
when you want. As I said, it is a live document, so it's always changing. I guess there's no 
reason, Mr Speaker, why perhaps we couldn't put a printed copy somewhere public. I 
could certainly follow that up and find out what other alternatives may be available. 
 
I'd also perhaps just add that, if there is a member of the public out there who feels that 
they can't access the internet, or they'd like to know either about specific contract or 
contracts in general, then either contact DCS or myself, and we will try and work through 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 30 January 2025 

10 

and try and understand how we can better make this information publicly available. It is 
essential that we have the transparency as a government of how the taxpayers pounds 
are spent. So, so anything that sort of improves that without putting undue pressure on 
workload, I'd support absolutely. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Member for his reply, so does he think that it would 
be really difficult to go back to as it was, which was a printed version of the major 
information in the Penguin News? Mr Speaker, when we're dealing with hundreds of 
thousands of pounds worth of contracts, sometimes millions, I think we would, and I 
agree with him, it would be of interest to the general public to see that information at a 
glance. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker, I think you'll probably have the same problem with the Penguin News as with 
the Internet, not everybody will access it or can access it. I think you'll have the same 
issue. Perhaps it is another way of getting information out there. I suspect if there's 
anything, perhaps controversial, or anything that that is of a significant story, then I would 
kind of expect the media to run with it anyway. But we can certainly investigate whether 
or not we can go back to just publishing everything as a matter of course. But there was a 
reason we took it out. I don't remember the reason off the top of my head, Mr Speaker, 
but we can certainly revisit that decision and have a fresh look at it.  
 
The Honourable John Birmingham  
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his reply. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are any supplementary questions? 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 03/25 by Honourable John Birmingham 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, can the Honourable Peter Biggs please give a 
progress update on both the toilet facilities at New Haven and also the all-weather 
airstrip at Fox Bay. 
 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
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Mr. Speaker, I thank the Honourable Member for his question. The reply to which is as 
follows: 
 
For the New Haven toilets, a modular solution is being considered, but with an external 
foul drainage, rather than a Portaloo style toilet. Options and costings have been sought 
from suppliers and these are now being reviewed and the additional works designed and 
costed. It is hoped that this work will be completed, and a cost estimate prepared for 
consideration in early March.  
 
Similarly, the options for the Fox Bay airstrip are currently being prepared. However, the 
priority for Fox Bay airstrip is in ensuring there is an alternative in place to allow works to 
proceed. The Fox Bay Village Agent is in discussion with a contractor based on West 
Falkland and plans to mow the grass strip this summer in order to allow the Chief Pilot to 
inspect and sign off the grass strip location.  Once this sign off is completed, the Village 
Agent will proceed to developing the grass strip ready for final approval.  It is hoped that 
the bulk of this work will be completed this summer. Additionally, there is a road package 
currently out for tender to allow for the continued use of Chartres as a diversionary 
airstrip, when Fox Bay is not serviceable. Thank you 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I have no further questions.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any supplementary questions? 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you. Mr Speaker, yes, just a minor supplementary, really, but with the toilet 
facilities at New Haven, if the costs are expected to come forward, I think, you said in in 
early March, is the expectation that this will come into the capital program for 
consideration during Budget Select Committees, or is it going to be dealt with another 
way? 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Member for her supplementary question. My 
understanding is that it will be included in the in the forthcoming budgetary 
reconsideration.  
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, just from my Honourable colleague Peter Biggs’ initial answer, I 
didn't catch anything in there on the actual Fox Bay strip itself. I got the grass mowing for 
an alternative one, are there plans for longer term improvements of the actual Fox Bay air 
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strip itself? Perhaps the Acting Chief Executive may want to intervene as well. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs, do you wish to defer 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
I defer to the Acting Chief Executive. 
 
The Acting Chief Executive.  
 
Thank you, Honourable Members for question.  To answer the question, yes, we are 
progressing with the options in terms of the clay strip, all-weather strip at Fox Bay, 
including looking at a recycled asphalt surface, some sort of modular surface and just a 
capped surface. And that's the prices that we're getting at the moment, including 
shipping options and contractor costs. And that is underway.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other supplementary questions? 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 04/25 by Honourable John Birmingham 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Can the Acting Chief Executive please give a reason why all taxpayer funded inspections 
of facilities (for example: Play Parks, Boxer Bridge, lifts (public areas) cannot be made 
available to the public. 
 
The Acting Chief Executive 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his question.  As a general point of policy, though we 
do not have “freedom of information” legislation, the Falkland Islands Government will 
provide information on request, unless there is a good reason in a specific case not to do 
so.  In relation to inspections of facilities of the sort described by the Honourable 
Member, it is quite likely that at least some information would be provided or could be 
provided if requested. 
 
It does have to be remembered that there is an administrative burden in complying with 
requests for information, and even more so in arranging for proactively publish such 
information, if the Honourable Member might be suggesting that’s what should be done.  
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With proactive publication there would need to be a process of update and removal or 
replacement of information on a fairly regular basis.  It would be inappropriate of me to 
give a broad commitment to publish all information and inspection reports without 
understanding what would be within the scope of the commitment and what might be out 
of scope. 
 
Facilities are inspected for a wide variety of reasons, and reports of inspections can take 
a very wide variety of forms.  Sometimes a “certificate” is issued in relation to 
compliance with a statutory requirement or other standard.  Sometimes a lengthy 
technical report will be commissioned and provided.  Other times, a specific inspection 
might be a single line in a spreadsheet dealing with a range of other facilities or items 
within a facility, or a “tick” on a checklist.  It might be that the “facility” is identified in a 
spreadsheet by an asset reference or asset number or other description which would not 
be readily understandable to a member of the public. 
 
Sometimes a report will contain some information that it would not be appropriate to 
publish, or at least would not be appropriate to publish at the time the report is received – 
for example, an inspection may form the basis for a subsequent tender exercise and 
assist in evaluating tenders received.  We would generally not publish our initial external 
estimate of the value of prospective works, prior to a contract being put out to tender. 
 
There is also an issue that an inspection report might not by itself give a true picture of a 
situation.  For example, a report may indicate that a particular piece of essential plant or 
equipment has “failed” its inspection.  However, it might still be considered that the 
reasons for the failure, following a thorough risk assessment, and implementation of 
mitigating actions, are such that it may still be considered appropriate to continue using 
the equipment, at least for some time. 
 
Simply publishing a report without spending time explaining it in context could be quite 
misleading. 
 
I hope this goes some way to answer the question and explain that this is not necessarily 
a straightforward as potentially thought, thank you. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. I thank Acting Chief Executive for his substantial 
reply. I hope that wasn't too much of an administrative burden to put that together. At the 
beginning of your answer, you gave, you made the comment that there is no “Freedom of 
Information Act” here and there isn't, and I can't see one at this side of the horizon for 
administrative reasons, obviously.  Nevertheless, this Assembly, the previous Assembly, 
and those before, look towards a more open and transparent Government. That that is 
the reason why I asked this question and I have nothing further to add. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question? 
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Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 05/25 by Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, can the Honourable Teslyn Barkman please inform 
this House as to whether the Falkland Islands Landholdings Vision, Mission and Goals 
are publicised anywhere? Could she possibly inform the House as to what these are 
please? 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I, thank my Honourable colleague for his question taking the 
second part of the question first. 
 
The vision is to be an innovative, vibrant, profitable and sustainable business that is 
highly valued, that is a highly valued contributor to farming and rural businesses in the 
Falkland Islands. The mission of FLH is a diversified agricultural business that prides 
itself on the efficient production of high quality products, particularly meat, the 
corporation will continually strive to improve its economic performance and 
environmental management, in conjunction with private and public stakeholders, FLH 
recognizes its broader responsibilities to support other farm businesses in Camp and in 
partnership with FIG contribute to rural development. 
 
The goals of FLH are as follows: 
 further the growth of the corporation as a progressive, well regarded, 

economically viable business,  
 increase on farm productivity and maximize profitability from business activity in 

accord with the aspirations of an ethically operated agricultural entity,  
 a more productive, maternal focused view that can produce wool, meat and 

surviving offspring within the constraints of limited nutrition,  
 retain highly motivated and well trained staff as appropriate,  
 increase the value of the corporation's assets through investment diversification 

and regular maintenance  
 in partnership with other stakeholders, establish the corporation as a conduit for 

learning, development and innovation in agriculture  
 link the objectives and operations of the corporation as closely as practical 

appropriate with the broader objectives of Falkland Islands Government, as 
outlined in the Islands Plan and other relevant strategy documents. 

 
To address the question of availability information on the business plan, which is a 
five year business plan can be obtained from the FLH office. The vision, mission and 
goals are also published online alongside the rest of the FLH five year business plan, 
which runs from the period of 2024 to 2029 and this is available as an Executive 
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Council paper, the number of which is 163/24, and it's available online, on the 
Legislative Assembly webpage: www.Assembly.gov.fk 
 

 
 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for her answer. I think 
the seven years I've been in sat around this table, I've always been impressed with FLH 
and the way it works. And I think over my time, I've seen an improvement in the 
settlements, and I can't speak too much to the working practices, I know very little about 
farming.  But, I think the vision, the goals, and the mission. I think they summarize 
perfectly what FLH stands for. When I read this in the business plan, I struggled to find 
anywhere this being publicized online. I struggled to find it when I knew what I was 
looking for. I think for people who are wondering what, what FLH is all about, having it 
perhaps a bit more front and centre and, that's why I sought to draw it out today, is to 
perhaps publicize those a little bit, because I think they do encapsulate what FLH is all 
about, and I think sums it up perfectly. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker.  In reply, just like to thank my Honourable Colleague, for his 
question. I do think it's it is important also to kind of was so familiar sometimes with 
these entities and with these with these corporations as part of Falklands’ life, that it can 
be sometimes taken for granted, but certainly refreshing yourself of what is a very, a very 
ambitious business plan that's been put forward, but also one that kind of knits together 
the rural sector, FIG and Farming ambitions is important to do, I thank him for his 
question.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Honourable Members to raise a supplementary question. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 06/25 by Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. If I may, can I ask to defer this question? So if I read the question 
that first and then perhaps get the reasons why, I would ask for it to be deferred. So, the 
question was, can the Honourable Peter Biggs update the House on the progress of the 
Solar Trial at (what has been published as Sandy Bay, but I meant Sand Bay)? When it is 
likely to be complete, what we have learnt so far and what still needs clarification?” 
  

http://www.assembly.gov.fk/
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Mr Speaker, I understand that a lot of the officers that would feed into the information 
required from this question are not currently within the Islands, so I'd ask that we defer it 
perhaps to the next Assembly. Thank you  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
No problem. Thank you. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motions 

 
Motion No 01 of 2025 by the Acting Financial Secretary 
  
That under Legislative Assembly Standing Order 72 this House:  

a) suspends Standing Order 65; 
b) establishes the Select Committee on the Estimates at this time, consisting of 

the Chief Executive, the Financial Secretary and all the elected Members of the 
Assembly, prior to the presentation of the annual Appropriation Bill; 

c) refers the on-going deliberations on the 2025/2026 budget to the Select 
Committee on the Estimates for presentation to the Assembly in June 2025; 

d) gives consent for such part or parts of the meetings of the Select Committee on 
the Estimates to be held in public as the Committee may determine. 

 
The Acting Financial Secretary 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. I propose a motion today to commence the budget setting 
process for the next financial year.  
 
Amongst other activities, the purpose of the Select Committee on the Estimates will be to 
consider;  
 the overall financial position of the Falkland Islands Government,  
 to make a forecast on income and expenditure,  
 financial risks and opportunities,  
 and the 10-year capital programme which includes several, significant 
 planned investments. 

 
The Select Committee will also consider the reserves which the Falkland Islands 
Government holds, whilst also being mindful of the budget planning principles which 
were agreed at the Executive Council on October 29th, 2024. 
 
To promote transparency there will be a public presentation at the start - and at the end 
of - the budget process, and the first Select Committee meeting will be open. 
 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Honourable Members, the motion before the House is that under the Legislative 
Assembly Standing Order 72 this House:  

a) suspends Standing Order 65; 
b) establishes the Select Committee on the Estimates at this time, consisting of 

the Chief Executive, the Financial Secretary and all the elected Members of the 
Assembly, prior to the presentation of the annual Appropriation Bill; 

c) refers the on-going deliberations on the 2025/2026 budget to the Select 
Committee on the Estimates for presentation to the Assembly in June 2025; 

d) gives consent for such part or parts of the meetings of the Select Committee on 
the Estimates to be held in public as the Committee may determine. 

 
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion?  Is there any objection to 
passing that Motion, there is no objection that Motion is carried, and the Select 
Committee is formed. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Reports: Portfolio Reports 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. This report is on the Development and Commercial Services 
Portfolio. The Directorate covers a wide range of key services, both to the public and to 
support the wider work of FIG. I will start by noting that unfortunately I won’t be able to 
provide an update on IT progress due to Officers being on leave. 
 
Telecoms 
 
The telecommunications consultancy is one of DCS’s biggest ongoing projects, we have 
now received a report on the recommendations of the Select Committee around VSAT 
usage which will go to Executive Council in February for decisions on the 
recommendations made by the Select Committee and accepted by this House.  
 
Work is also progressing on options for the post-licence period (2028 onwards) this will 
be supplemented by another visit from the consultants who will engage with the 
community to discuss the developing ideas. I would like to thank everyone who took the 
time to respond to the survey late last year – your input has been incredibly valuable in 
shaping this work. 
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FIPASS and the new port facility 
 
Pre-contract discussions are well advanced for the new barges, their installation, and the 
decommissioning of FIPASS.  We’re also working on plans for the new access road and 
causeway.  At this stage discussions are sensitive so I can’t go into detail, but we are 
focussed on getting clear cost and an accurate risk profile before Executive Council 
makes final decisions on signing contracts in the first quarter of this year. What I can say 
is that the overall completion deadline, the end of 2027, remains unchanged.  Once 
contracts are confirmed, a full public update will follow.   
 
 
Second commercial flight 
 
Following the agreement between the UK Government and Government of Argentina, FIG 
has re-engaged with LATAM to re-start the weekly Sao Paulo flight. There are commercial 
and political aspects that need to align, alongside operational considerations. I want to 
particularly thank BFSAI for committing resource to help FIG officers plan for this route, 
and also the private businesses that already support the Saturday flight for their input. 
We don’t have a firm date yet, but I am hopeful a decision on where we are going will be 
made within the first quarter of this year and we can update accordingly afterwards. 
 
St Helena Airlink 
 
We appreciate the positive feedback on FIG’s contract securing Falklands residents have 
access to the monthly St Helena Airlink. Officers continue to monitor demand and are 
working with the Ascension Island and St Helena Governments to make the most of 
available travel opportunities. We know there are capacity pressures on both the 
Airbridge and Airlink at peak travel times, and will continue to see what can be done to 
ease these pressures 
 
Public service and ongoing work: 
 
Procurement 
 
Ramboll UK re-appointed as FIG’s professional and technical services provider, after an 
open international tender process.  Their existing knowledge of the Falklands put them 
ahead of other bidders and ensures we have continued access to key expertise. 
 
This framework gives FIG access to a wide range of services, such as quantity surveyors, 
specialist design teams, and contract management experts. The contracts register which 
is a public record of FIG’s contract awards, continues to be updated supporting 
transparency and good procurement practice. 
 
Programme Management 
 
Work is progressing on an improved system of monitoring FIG projects using new 
software.  This system has been trialled and will be presented to Standing Finance 
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Committee for approval.  The aim is to replace multiple individual reports with a single 
system that will provide better oversight.  While some financial and commercial data will 
remain confidential, this will give MLAs a greater visibility and have improved public 
updates. 
 
 
 
 
Courts 
 
I want to thank the many community members who have stepped forward to support the 
Courts and Tribunal Service. We now have new Justices of the Peace, Coroner’s Officers 
and Disaster Victim Identification (DVI) specialists. The DVI team played a critical role 
following the tragic loss of the Argos Georgia, ensuring all recovered victims were 
identified with care and professionalism.  Their work was incredibly difficult, and I want to 
publicly recognise their dedication.  
 
I also want to recognise two key departures from the Court’s team, firstly Laura Clarke, 
Court Assistant, is leaving FIG after more than a decade, to take up a legal role in private 
practice. She has been the driving force behind the digitisation of Court services, and an 
invaluable advisor to Senior Magistrates. She will be missed. 
 
Aisha De Four, Head of Courts, will also be leaving as her contract ends. Aisha has 
provided calm, professional leadership, taking on extra responsibilities including 
managing the Coroner’s Officer team. 
 
Both Courts roles have been advertised and I will provide an update on recruitment in 
due course. 
 
Fox Bay 
 
Fox Bay saw an unusual but important event recently, the re-consecration of the 
cemetery by Bishop Jonathan Clark. The cemetery was inaccessible for many years due 
to a minefield but will now get a new fence and regular maintenance, ensuring it remains 
a peaceful and dignified resting place. 
 
Work continues with E-Link on renewable energy with finalised designs and budgets soon 
to be presented to Budget Select Committee.  
 
FIG housing in Fox Bay is also being repaired, and the sales of two properties are 
progressing on schedule. 
 
Planning & Building Services 
 
I want to thank the new Lay Members of the Planning and Building Committee for 
stepping into their roles, their work is key to ensuring that development in the Falklands is 
well managed and sustainable. 
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FIGAS 
 
The summer season is in full swing, and I want to acknowledge the hard work of FIGAS 
teams from the fire service to mechanics, to pilots and airport staff, who keep everything 
running smoothly. 
 
The delivery of our fifth plane, Tango Sierra, is still delayed due to ongoing production 
difficulties at Britten-Norman linked to Brexit and Covid and many other reasons, 
however, the delivery timeline is now much clearer, and when it does arrive it will be a 
much needed addition to the fleet, I’m sure. 
 
Lighthouse Restoration.  
 
I want to end with something that has bought me real joy, the renovation of the Cape 
Pembroke Lighthouse. It's taken years to reach this stage, but thanks to a partnership 
between the Museum and National Trust, FIG, Beauchene Fishing and CFL, we now have 
a team of specialists from the USA working alongside local construction experts. The 
works included, so far, removing concrete, sand, blasting, painting, repairing huge 
cracks, and just yesterday, they lifted the top off for renovation. This project was once 
considered too expensive, but through collaboration between the Government and the 
Private sector, it's now happening, and happening fast. The Lighthouse is a cherished 
part of our heritage, and thanks to this work, it will stand for generations to come. A huge 
thank you to everyone involved.  
 
This concludes my report. Mr Speaker, I welcome any questions. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does anyone have any comments or questions on that report?  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, I'd like to thank the Honourable Mark Pollard for his report. On program 
management, we've had software in the past, a thing called “Project in a Box”, which 
didn't actually deliver what we thought. How, can we assure ourselves; new software is 
going to actually monitor costs on major projects? I believe that, actually part of the 
problem is, they always say that computers, “garbage in, garbage out”, and you need to 
have people that understand these projects and monitor them on a regular basis, 
Quantity Surveyors and Clerk of Works. And, I think, we need to see a more 
comprehensive program than just saying that we're bringing software in. And I hope my 
Colleague would agree in order to monitor our capital program. And I look forward to 
some proposals being brought forward, perhaps by the Acting Chief Executive. I know it's 
not necessarily, indeed all in DCS’ area of responsibility, but with Public Works, 
Government as a whole needs to do an awful lot to improve the monitoring of capital 
projects.  Thank you.  
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The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, I do remember the promises of “Project in the Box” being, the all 
singing, all dancing fix for all of our hopes and dreams. My Honourable Colleague is 
absolutely right, my experience of years and years, working in IT and Communications 
has been in computer systems, if you put rubbish in, you will get rubbish out. What I 
believe, has to happen alongside this, and hopefully it will be contained within the report 
coming to Standing Finance Committee, is that we are driving officers and ensuring that 
officers are signing up to the process. From the Treasury and their side of it, to PWD, to 
DCS, and, for that matter, anyone else who's managing a capital project, which is right 
across the suite of Directors of FIG.  I think the challenge has to be for us, as well as 
MLAs, to stay on top of our portfolios and to ensure that our Directors and the Heads of 
Department within, are providing us with the information that we require from the 
system, and scrutinizing it very heavily and saying, if we don't believe the information 
we're getting is, as we would expect, the quality and the detail, then we absolutely have 
to challenge that. And I think that's the role of every one of us as MLAs, but also the role 
of the Directors as well to stay on top of that and the Chief Executive.  It has to be a huge 
team effort to make sure that this works, otherwise it won’t, frankly, thank you. 
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Any other comments or supplementary questions? 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Sorry Mr Speaker, I was asked earlier about the LEO and whether or not there's a better 
solution and a simpler solution that we should be working towards, and absolutely, I do 
support the Select Committee work of recommending that we reduce the fee and change 
the policy around VSATs and will be pushing heavily to try and ensure that we get there.  I 
said it openly in the Select Committee that I support that, and I continue to do that. Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other comments, questions? 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
My Honourable Colleague in his report, didn't mention, I think we have a meeting this 
afternoon to discuss progress from DCS on the Select Committee findings. And I think it 
would be useful to update the public after that meeting. I think on where we are likely to 
be going. Would he agree with me that we should, we should publicize that. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
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Yes, I absolutely agree that's a good idea. Perhaps, I believe we've got a public meeting 
on Monday. Maybe we could give a brief update at the public meeting. Hopefully that 
gives you enough time to officers. 
 
The Attorney General 
 
Sorry I wish to intervene – Normally, the process is that this Assembly has referred a 
matter to the Executive Council. It wouldn't be ordinarily the case that we would publish 
the intent of a report to the Executive Council prior to the Executive Council.  I don't think 
that's necessarily the Honourable Member suggesting, but I think we need to be clear, 
there is a report going to be coming for a decision in relation to the recommendations 
that this Assembly has made to the Government, and we do need to make sure that there 
is proper process followed around that decision. 
 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
I don't disagree my Honourable Colleague, the Attorney General, but what I do think we 
can do is just give an update on the process and where we are within that timeline and 
the process. We can't give a steer of what Executive Council going to decide in February, 
because we haven't seen the paper and it hasn't come to Executive Council. We haven't 
spoken about it, but absolutely we can give a brief update on the timeline, the process 
and where we are. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, I’d like to thank the Attorney General for his interjection there. Yes, what I 
was talking about is the timelines. And certainly, from the Select Committee point of 
view, there were some clear timelines included in our recommendations. And I think if 
there's any changes to those, we need to update the general public on what those are. 
Thank you.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other comments? 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio Reports 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, my portfolio report on Education 
 
Childcare 
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The childcare sector continues to offer a valued service to the community, which helps 
children make good developmental progress and enables parents to work. 
 
Annual inspections took place in November 2024 for the 4 nursery settings and 4 
childminders.   
 
All nurseries and childminders are operating within the standards set by the Falkland 
Islands National Minimum Standards for Childcare, Overall, the inspection outcomes 
were:  
 1 nursery at Gold,  
 1 nursery and 1 childminder at silver,  
 2 nursery settings and 3 childminders at Bronze  

 
For the first time a childminder has achieved the Silver standard, which is to be 
commended. 
 
Schools and Stanley House 
 
Since the last briefing to the Assembly, the schools have received GCSE results for Year 
11 students in August and SATs results for Key Stage 2 children at the end of Year 6. 
 
GCSEs 
38 students completed Year 11. Their results were positive, with students achieving an 
average grade of 4.36 overall (a 4 is a pass).  
 
Highlights were:  
 An improvement in high grades, 15 students were awarded grades of 7,8 and 9 or 

A and A*  
 82% achieved a 4 or better in English – 21% better than the UK  
 65% achieved a 4 or better in maths – 6% better than the UK  

 
Year 6 SATs 
Results were positive for these children. The majority of children were working at the level 
expected in Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (88%), Reading (78%); Writing (71%); 
and Maths (71%).  
 
These results compared well with those in England. 
 
New school year 
The school year began in September 2024, there are currently 300 primary children in 
Stanley and 23 primary children at school in Camp.  There are 232 children attending 
FICS, with 18 children boarding at Stanley House. 

 
FICS said goodbye to headteacher Mr St. John in October, when he completed his 
contract.  Staff and students were united in saying thank you and wishing him well.  A 
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thorough handover took place in the first half term which gave Mrs Marsh, the new 
headteacher, a positive start in her new role. 

 
The annual Year 5 camp took place in Term 1.  Children enjoyed camping at Goose 
Green, learning about Bodie Bridge, Saladero and Hope Place.  This combined with an 
earlier visit to the Museum continues to teach children about Falklands’ history in the 
19th century, particularly about the gauchos. 

 
The Careers team organised excellent careers activity during Term 1 including Careers 
Day in October and work experience week in November.  Students were able to 
experience a wide rangeof different work environments including the Falkland Islands 
National Archives, the Quarry, construction and engineering with Mitie at Mount Pleasant 
and agriculture at Fitzroy and North Arm farms. 

 
During the UK’s Parliament week in November, Youth Parliament members met Sir 
Lindsay Hoyle, Speaker of the House of Commons, in a virtual question and answer 
session for young people in the Overseas Territories. 

 
The Duke of Edinburgh scheme enrolled new students onto the Bronze Award and some 
student progressed onto the Silver Awards. The school staff organising these awards 
have commented on the strong community support the scheme receives, for which they 
are very grateful. 

 
At Christmas IJS children had a very busy time, creating a tree for the Christmas Tree 
Festival, performing a nativity play several times and holding a carol service in the 
cathedral.  FICS also held an event at the cathedral for an end of term music concert 
which was very well attended. 

 
SHIELD 

 
In September a new SEND teacher joined the SHIELD staff team and is developing a 
specific curriculum to enable young people attending SHIELD to continue to learn and 
develop. 

 
The SHIELD workshop has been very active producing a wide range of items for sale.  The 
annual sunflower competition was hotly contested, with a record amount of sunflowers 
sold and in January SHIELD organised a new Treasure Hunt event for the community. 

 
Post 16 students and apprentices: 
 
This year there are 157 students and apprentices studying, a 6% increase on the previous 
year – this includes: 
 49 in Further Education,  
 25 at university,  
 31 apprentices and  
 52 people funded by the Community Development Scheme.   
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Popular subjects for university and CDS students are:  
 marine science,  
 geography,  
 accountancy,  
 childcare,  
 marketing,  
 leadership and management and  
 health professions.   

 
Participation in apprenticeships is healthy, 10 new apprentices have started. 7 have just 
finished school and 4 are slightly older. 3 of the new starts are private apprentices. 
 
I am sure MLAs will join me in recognising the achievements of our students across a 
wide range of activities and thanking the staff across the Directorate for the positive 
difference they make.  
 
Mr Speaker, beyond Education, if I could just touch on a couple of items that are also 
absolutely not my responsibility, but fall within the community area of my portfolio. 
 
I would just like to pay tribute to some fairly amazing achievements, actually, in recent 
weeks, Esther and Nuala’s swim across the Sound, was actually quite captivating to 
watch the update and an incredible achievement.  Also, to Stevie Aldridge for his 
outstanding and really spectacular performance in the Backyard Ultra just recently. 
 
I was fortunate enough to go and see the girls football team practicing against some older 
ladies from the Netball (older sounds terrible), but they were older than the young girls 
who will be going on to Chile, having a practice match at the football field. And it is 
wonderful to see the level of engagement that we're experiencing, and how you know all 
these new options are becoming open.  I would take the opportunity to wish the girls 
football team well in their competition in Chile.  
 
Still related to sport. next week, we will see International Women and Girls in Sports day 
being celebrated. The NSC are putting out some wonderful little features about women 
and girls in sport from the Falklands, and again, something I think to be celebrated.  
 
I would also touch on the Lighthouse, which cuts across MLA Pollard’s and my portfolios. 
It is exciting and wonderful to see this restoration going ahead. We visited yesterday, we 
weren't able to see the dome being removed from the top of the lighthouse because we 
were in Standing Finance Committee, but we did pop down for a look. Absolutely 
astounding to see the work going on there. And, I too, would pay tribute to Beauchene 
Fishing and Consolidated Fisheries Ltd, who have come in with FIG to allow this project 
to go ahead, I don't think it would have been possible otherwise, and that contribution is 
massively appreciated, I'm sure, by everyone around this table, but also the broader 
community, where I know that this is a really “feel good” project and something that is 
important to our heritage and our culture going forward.  The ICC Commonwealth 
Historic Preservation team are doing tremendous work, and of course, that is all being 
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coordinated by our team at the Museum and National Trust. And on that very positive 
note, Mr. Speaker, I will end my portfolio report. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you. Does any other Honourable Member wish to make a comment? 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker I’d like to thank the Honourable Leona Roberts for her report, just I'd say, I 
think that the Lighthouse and also the Sports Complex are great examples of public 
private partnerships, where the whole community is working together on various projects 
to improve the life of everybody in the community. 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, I heartily thank my Honourable colleague for his comments. He's 
absolutely right. I didn't go into too much about the National Sports Council on this 
portfolio report, as I gave a fairly lengthy update, not so long since, but it is tremendous to 
see what is going on up there. I live just across the road, and I can hear the excitement 
and the activity very frequently on calmer evenings. It is brilliant. And again, yes, that has 
also benefited tremendously from private sponsorship, which has allowed the facility to 
expand beyond the original intent. These things may not necessarily generate money, but 
money is not everything, and what they do is add enormous value, I think, to our lives as a 
community.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you. Speaker, I just like to agree with my Honourable colleague, Leona Roberts, 
and support the congratulation of our students on their achievements, but also on the 
many learners out there who've used the opportunities available to enrich their 
educational journeys as well and increase their skills, which benefit all of us, let's be 
honest. 
 
Also, to thank the National Sports Council, the clubs, the individuals and the sponsors 
for all of the work they do. There is a lot coming up on the calendar, kind of like halfway 
through the summer season, but they do an excellent job all year round in making sure 
that there are activities to do which are also really important for bringing the community 
together, because it's a good opportunity to meet new people, and there are certainly a 
few of NSC regular highlights, such as the games. We've also got the SCB sponsored 
marathon and everything, which does bring everybody together in this community in a 
really positive way. So just to agree with her on that. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other comment or question? 
 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 30 January 2025 

27 

The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I'd just like to make a little comment if I may and join my colleagues to give 
praise and thanks for the work that is being done down at the Lighthouse. It is awesome 
to see such an iconic structure at long lasting getting the treatment that it deserves. And I 
do hope it's a silly thing maybe to hope for, but one day, just one day, even if it's just for a 
few hours, I would love to see a light shine from the top of that tower, because, of course, 
it was on the invasion of the second of April, and it went dark and it never came back. And 
in a way, it would have huge symbolism to me. Were a light to shine from that after all 
these years.   
 
I'm also very, very pleased that to hear that we have now female football here in the 
Falklands.  I remember being asked a few years ago about it, making inquiries, and there 
was, at that stage, nothing and nobody really had any idea whether it would happen or 
not. I am so pleased to see that at long last, taken off. Thankyou. 
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Any other Member wish to raise a comment?  
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members in rising to also agree with my Honourable colleague 
who has stolen some of my thunder for the end speech, but, there you go. I play a little bit 
of sport in the old gym as it is. But I must take my colleague to my right, the Honourable 
Gavin, to task and just remind him that actually, football played by females has been 
going on for a number of years. 
 
Just thought I would mention that. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Honourable Member wish to comment, I thank both of the Honourable 
Members for their portfolio reports. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motion for Adjournment 
 
The Acting Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move that this House stands adjourned sine die.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, over to you. 
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The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you. Mr. Speaker, I'll keep it really brief.  The talk of sport as has made me realize 
that part of my portfolio report that was missing was the Leisure Centre and the sporting 
facilities. I just want to say that I met with the Marcus the other day and, and I think he's 
done a fantastic job there, along with the team there as well.   There wasn't necessarily 
anything really important to update.    
 
On sport as well, I just wanted to say congratulations to winner of the absolutely mad 
Backyard Ultra marathon, Stevie Aldridge and everyone who took part and organized the 
event. I thought, you know, it's utterly bonkers to be running a marathon the first place, 
but a marathon and a half or whatever ridiculous distance that he managed was 
absolutely fantastic. Also, Esther and Nuala for their swim, I was lucky enough to be able 
to go down and see them afterwards at the Rose and speak to them. And again, it seems 
utterly bonkers to me to be able to swim that sort of distance across the open water in 
the Sound, and I take my hats off to all of these endurance athletes. It's something way 
beyond my comprehension, let alone ability. Thank you. Mr. Speaker, I support the 
motion. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. I too, will be brief.  This first Legislative Assembly of 
the year and it has as it has been said, been very eventful.  On sporting front, we've 
already heard the fantastic swim across the Sound by Nuala and Esther. I don't know 
whether the Legislature could attempt even a tag swim across the Sound.  Maybe talk 
about the football team being on the television and that ultra marathon which just makes 
my feet ache whenever I think about it. All of those who took part in that, I also extend a 
“well done”.  
 
Just to touch on my own portfolio here, the hospital inspection is public, and all those 
that can get a chance to read a copy can get it in print, if necessary. Should do so. It is 
well worth reading. And there'll be a further update from myself when my report comes 
around.  The laboratory at KEMH has received full accreditation. This is a section of the 
medical services that very much underpins so much of what goes on. And the team 
currently led by Chester Crowie and previous teams deserve our congratulations for 
getting this accreditation.  
 
Tussac House now has its first residents. Hillside just along the road is now empty. The 
official opening will be in March, early in March. And I do urge people to have a look and 
maybe go to that day. This is a fantastic leap forward in the care services provided here in 
the Islands. Tussac House has the only roundabout in the south in the entire Southwest 
Atlantic, as far as I'm aware, but it's empty at the moment. It's just sat there waiting for a 
nice piece of artwork. And if only we knew who the owl man was, perhaps there could be 
a nice piece of art going there for the opening, or maybe soon after. 
 
This week, we got the visiting orthodontist, Mr Brickley here, who along with our senior 
dentist, Heather Cowdry-Brown, has been doing a sterling job of improving the dental 
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health of the Islands. That also is another good news story from the medical services. 
Personally, I'd like to see on public health, some serious discussion about the 
introduction of fluoride in the drinking water. 
 
Just a couple for my constituents in Camp. Please don't think that the First Aid training in 
Camp has been forgotten about, because it's not.  
 
This is the first Legislative Assembly of the year, as I already said, it brings to mind it's 
going to carry on being very eventful. We're going to be getting a new Chief Executive, and 
I hope the current Chief Executive is feeling better and I wish him well soon, and I thank 
the Acting Chief Executive for coming here today. I'm well aware that the table is full, with 
his other job.  
 
We're also getting a new Governor that'll be interesting, a new CBFFI I believe, will be 
arriving, and of course, there'll be a new Assembly later in the year. I won't be standing. I 
urge anyone who is thinking of standing to have a word with either one of us who will 
currently sit, or an ex Member. There was a letter recently about maybe some part time 
Members of the Assembly. I personally think this deserves some discussion, but such 
changes, if they were agreed, would require many legal changes, and as the saying goes, 
any journey starts with the first step. Mr. Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, I wasn't planning to say very much, but just to address my 
Honourable colleague’s comments about the run up to the next general election. The 
Assembly have tasked our Political Support Officer in in setting up a series of workshops 
so similarly to what happened before the previous general election, which will hopefully 
give people who are just interested or prospective candidates, or even people who've 
held the job before, if they're interested in standing again, an opportunity to refresh 
themselves or be informed on government processes, but certainly kind of some of the 
duties and roles and responsibilities of being an MLA, it's an opportunity to also 
familiarize yourself in how our political system works.  More information about that will 
be published, we are just sorting out location to where we're going to have these 
workshops who is going to be attending, but also themes, which will hopefully be able to 
give a lot more information ahead of the next general election, and also hopefully 
encourage more people to put their names forward. Because putting your names forward 
is the is the big thing that we will want everybody to do, there should be good choice out 
there for everybody in every general election, and fear of not winning should never be an 
issue. Fully respect everyone who always puts their name in the hats for a general 
election.  
 
The other thing I did really want to stand draw attention to, because we were talking 
about sport is the fact that we have a delay in Christmas sports this year, and I think it is 
this coming weekend, just to kind of pull attention to that, because these cultural events 
are so important to the Falklands, the way that sport enriches all of our lives, as we've 
just been discussing around this table. But the Christmas sports, the sports events, the 
sports weeks that we have, they mean everything to this country, and they're an 
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opportunity to make new friends, but also to galvanize those old friendships as well. 
There is a lot to be done. There isn't just watching the horses run, and we do appreciate 
the jockeys for the efforts that they do put in, but it is more about the community and 
bringing people together as well, and we can all deal with more of that.  Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members in speaking to the Motion for Adjournment. I’d just like 
to start off by making, perhaps a little suggestion on the back of my Colleague, the 
Honourable John Birmingham, said about Tussac House and the only roundabout in the 
Southwest Atlantic, and it's rough there at the moment, I think we should have an over 
life size statue of the portfolio holder right in the middle, how about that?  
 
Now, it seems like an age ago that we visited Port Sussex and the Head of the Bay to see 
for ourselves the progress that has been made in war against the dreaded Calafate plant. 
And I have to say that I am truly impressed with what I saw. Right from the beginning, I 
have supported the program as left unchecked, this stuff, will, spread across the 
Falklands and West Falklands will not be immune from getting over there and getting 
loose as well. Great strides are being made on the control of this nasty stuff, but we 
cannot ease up. This is a project, something like the campaign against Hydatid that will 
go on for years, and whilst I'm around, my support for it will remain unwavering.  
 
I was going to perhaps talk about the “hoo-ha”, that has blown up on the back of 
comments made by one of the students who was brought to the Falklands, however, I've 
had a good vent on the wireless to a reporter who doorstep to me down on Canopus Hill, 
so I shall just leave that in abeyance I think, although I'm happy to talk if anyone wishes 
to. 
 
I was just going to perhaps end on a bit of a sad note, really, the Falklands have recently 
lost at least two Colossus and characters, and I would like to mention Osa Davis from 
Evelyn station, a lady whom I had the honour and pleasure to know and to interview when 
working at Falklands Radio, and whose memory was one of the sharpest that I have ever 
come across.  She, actually attended the Catholic school for a short time when it was 
where Falklands Radio is situated now. She was largely, I believe, self-taught, and I have 
to say that she did a great job of it, as she was miles ahead of anything that I could ever 
dream of when it came to things like mathematics.  
 
The other person whom I'd like to mention is Arthur “Bear” McBain. I had the pleasure of 
working with the “old Bear” down the FIC jetty, and cannot think of some of our 
escapades, or even just day to day life down the jetty with the “old Bear”, without a smile 
crossing my face. He was one of those whom, if they couldn't do you a good turn, they 
certainly wouldn't do you a bad one. I would like to think that he's up there somewhere 
happily back in the seat of an ancient cold crane and unloading bales from a heavenly 
Monsoonan, or driving an old tractor, as he used to call them.  
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Finally, I would like to say goodbye to two people with whom I've worked closely, and they 
are Gabi from Gilbert House, who's moving on to IT, I believe. So, she'll be telling us too 
“have you tried turning it off and on” and also Amanda Curry-Brown, who headed up the 
Policy Unit. You have both went above and beyond on many occasions, and I do wish you 
both all the very best. But I would also like to say a huge congratulations to Maeve Daly-
Llamosa as she takes over the reins of the Policy department. I support the Motion for 
Adjournment. 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, yes. I would also align myself with the comments made by my 
Honourable Colleague Gavin Short in saying goodbye to Amanda and Gabi and thanking 
them for all they've done, and also to welcoming Maeve, looking forward to working with 
her.  
 
I have just a few things too Mr Speaker you'll be glad to hear. Firstly, we were privileged, 
or some of us were privileged yesterday to be able to go down to see the rededication of 
the memorial at Black Eagle Rock, which was the base of the RAF regiment shortly after 
1982 and for several years following. I have to admit that though the eagle on the rock has 
been a part of my life since the since the 80s, and I knew what it signified, I didn't know its 
whole story. And actually, so hearing all about that yesterday at the rededication was 
wonderful. And there was a beautiful poem penned by someone who had served down 
there, written just a few months ago, which I think a few of us will be circulating and 
hopefully will form part of that memorial in the years to come. It was a really nice, very 
moving event. 
 
Also noting that the first residents moving into Tussac House, there's been some lovely 
feedback, and it's wonderful to hear that people are so happy. And I think you know, we 
will say many times what a wonderful facility that is, and the difference it's going to make 
to people's lives. I’m very happy to see that begin, and we'll look forward to the official 
opening shortly.  
 
I wanted to finish with a what I think is another really positive, wonderful thing, which I 
just spotted on Facebook last night. Everyone will know I'm not a fan of Facebook, but 
sometimes it delivers nice things and to celebrate one of our own, and that is Krysteen 
Ormond, who is blazing a trail in the legal services working in London at the moment, who 
was selected by The Lawyer as one of their “Hot 100 legal professionals” for the coming 
year and one to watch. And I think Krysteen is someone who has come up through our 
system here in the Falklands, is an incredibly impressive young woman and will do great 
things. And so, I would extend my official congratulations to her, and I know to her very 
proud family. Thank you, Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Jack Ford 
 
Mr Speaker, I too would like to thank Amanda Curry-Brown and congratulate Maeve on 
her recent appointment.   
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While we seem to have had a very sunny start to the New Year, it does seem that some 
members of the community have spent every day of this year getting out of the bed on the 
wrong side. If any member of the community has a grievance problem or complaint, 
however big or small, I strongly encourage them to progress this through the appropriate 
channels and by contacting the relevant authorities first, and not as seems to be the 
norm, by plastering it all over social media, often in a negative and sometimes aggressive 
manner. This is completely unnecessary and often has a significant negative impact on 
the individuals working behind the scenes. Things are not always perfect, and progress 
can be very slow and frustrating, but this does not give people permission to abandon all 
the reasonableness. 
 
I support the motion 
 
Hear! Hear! 
 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, I won't keep you long, because I think all the great things that have been said 
by my esteemed colleagues are noteworthy, and I support everyone. 
 
I'd like to make special mention of Nuala and Esther for their sort of groundbreaking, 
water breaking swim across the Sound, and also Stevie Aldridge for his achievement in 
the backyard marathon.  Thank you. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any Other Honourable Member wish to speak?  Honourable Members, that concludes 
the business of the House for today, the House stands adjourned accordingly. 
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