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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly 
Thursday 26 September 2024 

 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Good morning, Honourable Members, ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the September 2024 
sitting of the Falkland Islands Legislative Assembly. We are not live on the radio, but we are being 
recorded for later broadcast. 
 
Apologies for absences are from MLA Roberts and Pollard, who are representing the Falkland 
Islands at the Party Conferences.  Please ensure all devices are either off or on silent.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Confirmation of the record of the Legislative Assembly held on the 25th July 2024 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Are Honourable Members satisfied that I sign this?  Yes. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Papers to be Laid on the Table by the Honourable Chief Executive  
 
Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last sitting of 
the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to Section 35(1) of the Interpretation and 
General Clauses Ordinance 1977. 
 
 Fishery Products (Designation) (Amendment) Order 2024 
 Stanley Common (Spoil Tip) Regulations 2024 
 Animal Health (Emergency Measures for Outbreaks of Infectious Diseases) (Amendment) 

Order 2024 
 
In accordance with the Children Ordinance 2014, Section 84: 
 
 Falkland Islands Safeguarding Children’s Board Annual Report 2023-24 

 
In accordance with the Assessment and Safeguarding of Adults Ordinance 2020, Schedule Part 3 
 
 Falkland Islands Safeguarding Adults Board Annual Report 2023-24 

 
In accordance with the Section 80 (2) of the Falkland Islands Constitution, the update from the 
Public Accounts Committee in respect of internal audit and audit reports: 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 26 September 2024 

- 7 - 
 

 
 Falkland Islands Government Financial Statements Year End 30 June 2023 
 Falkland Islands Development Corporation Financial Statements Year End 30 June 2023 
 Falkland Islands Meat Company Limited (FIMCO) Financial Statements Year End 30 June 

2023 
 Falkland Islands Tourist Board (FITB) Financial Statements Year End 30 June 2023 
 Stanley Services Financial Statements Year End 30 June 2023 
 Health and Safety Framework 

 
In accordance with Animal Health Act 1981 section 14A 
 
 National Contingency Plan for Emergency Animal Disease 

 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, I hereby lay the aforementioned papers on the Table.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the Fishery Products 
(Designation) (Amendment) Order 2024 and Animal Health (Emergency Measures for Outbreaks 
of Infectious Diseases) (Amendment) Order 2024 be noted.  
 
By way of explanation, the Fishery Products Designations (Amendment) Order 2024 amends 
Schedule One of the Fishery Products Designations Order 2014 to designate the vessel Prion, in 
accordance with Section 35 of the Fishery Products Ordinance 2006. And the Animal Health 
Emergency Measures for Outbreaks of Infectious Diseases (Amendment) Order 2024 amends the 
Animal Health Emergency Measures for Outbreaks of Infectious Diseases Order 2022, the 
amendment order is made under the Animal Health Act 1981 in its application in the Falkland 
Islands, the 2022 Order provided legal powers to implement the National Contingency Plan for 
Emergency Animal Disease.  
 
During the 2023-24 outbreak of HPAI avian flu it came to light that the 2022 Order needed a few 
more provisions to more effectively deal with outbreaks of infectious diseases. The 2024 
amendment order, as provision for declaration of surveillance zones, permission for movement of 
people, where controls for movement are in place, and a requirement to comply with biosecurity 
guidance during the period when premises are under restrictions. 
 
In a bit more detail, Articles One to Three are preliminary provisions. Article Four has the 
definitions of biosecurity guidance and premises. Article Five amends Article Six of the 2022 
order, declaration of infected place, and provides clarity to areas that premises that are public 
places may be declared to be an infected place, and the necessary processes for declarations of 
protection zones and surveillance zones to occupy it and to the public. 
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Article Six inserts three new articles, seven a, seven b and seven c. 
 
Seven A provides for the Governor to declare a surveillance zone, which will be a buffer zone that 
must surround and include a protection zone for the purposes of checking and monitoring spread 
of disease outside of a protection zone. Depending on whether there is disease or not, restrictions 
will be imposed, which are likely to be lighter, particularly regarding biosecurity measures. 
 
Article Seven B is a general provision on measures for movement of people where controls are 
imposed, the Act allows restrictions to be imposed in respect of movement of people. Experience 
of the department has shown that where restrictions are imposed on movement of people, there 
must be exceptions. The restrictions will not apply to the owner, occupier, any person whose 
principal residence or place of employment are those premises or any person entering under 
authority of license granted under Article Nine, the Director of Natural Resources is empowered 
under Article 70 to permit movement of other persons in circumstances that are, in their opinion, 
extraordinary and compelling. 
 
Article Seven C is a general provision requiring compliance with biosecurity guidance by persons 
listed in paragraph one. 
 
Compliance is compulsory during the period of operation of a notice under Article Three or a 
declaration under Articles Four, Five, Seven, or Seven A. Article Seven makes amendments to the 
2022 order as contained in the schedule, some of which are consequential of Articles Five and Six 
of the 2024 amendment order.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you, do we have a seconder? 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I second the motion. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion is that Fishery Products (Designation) (Amendment) Order 2024 
and Animal Health (Emergency Measures for Outbreaks of Infectious Diseases) (Amendment) 
Order 2024 are noted.  Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion?  There is no 
debate.  Is there any objection to passing this Motion?  There is no objection.  The Orders are 
noted. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
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Madam Deputy Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41(3) I move that the Stanley Common 
(Spoil Tip) Regulations 2024 is noted. By way of explanation, these regulations are made under 
Stanley Common Ordinance 1999 in order to authorize the development and use of a spoil tip on 
the Stanley Common, there is a need for a new spoil tip, and Public Works Department intends to 
establish it on the Common, that the Stanley Common Ordinance 1999 prohibits development on 
the Common unless it is approved by regulation. An application for planning permission for the 
development under the Planning Ordinance 1991 reference 25/24/P was submitted and approved 
subject to conditions.  The developments allowed under the regulations must be carried out in 
accordance with the planning permission.  Spoil is defined as material excavated from land 
development, i.e. soil, peat, clay, rock and vegetation.  Household waste or refuse and building 
materials are excluded.  
 
There are no charges for depositing spoil on the spoil tip. The Director has overall management 
and control of the spoil tip.  
 
The individual regulations:  
 
Regulations 1 and 2:  Preliminary provisions, title and commencement.  The Regulations must be 
approved by the Legislative Assembly and commence when notification of that approval is 
published in the Gazette.  
 
In Regulation 3, certain terms used in the Regulations are defined.  Spoil is defined as material 
excavated from land development activities, excluding household refuse or waste, fences, metal, 
brick, concrete or any other associated land development building materials.  
 
Regulation 4 provides for designation of the spoil tip.  The area of the Common situated west of 
Stanley Gun Club covering 130,000 square metres is designated as a spoil tip and is shown on the 
map in the Schedule. Spoil may only be deposited on the spoil tip as prescribed under the 
Regulations. Section 7 of the Stanley Common Ordinance 1999 makes it an offence to throw or 
deposit on the Common any refuse (dirt, ashes, rubbish etc) except in accordance with 
conditions as may be prescribed. The penalty is a fine not exceeding level 6 on the standard scale 
which is £10,000.  
 
Regulation 5 specifies permitted and associated developments.  These include an access road 
(647 metres long) to link with Eliza Cove Road as shown on the map in the Schedule.  The Director 
of PWD, in accordance with planning permission is allowed to do the following:- 
 

(a) carry out such works and operations as are necessary to facilitate the preparation of 
the spoil tip; 

(b) maintain the access road; 
(c) carry out remediation works and landscaping on the spoil tip; 
(d) erect fences and signage as necessary for the management of the spoil tip; and 
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(e) carry out other associated developments necessary for the better establishment and 
management of the spoil tip. 

 
Under regulation 6, the Director must develop an operational and maintenance scheme as part of 
the management of the spoil tip.  The scheme must specify measures regarding:- 
 

a) weed control and general maintenance of the spoil tip; 
b) ground water run off protection; 
c) suppression of dust; and 
d) periodic inspection of the spoil tip. 

 
Further the Director must erect notices and signage for the benefit of users showing:- 

(a) operational times when spoil may be deposited; 
(b) manner in which the spoil may be placed; 
(c) specific areas within the spoil tip where spoil is to be deposited; 
(d) types of spoil to be deposited in specific areas. 

 
The scheme developed by the Director must be published on the Department’s website for 
access by potential users of the spoil tip.  
 
Regulation 7 provides that spoil may be deposited only in accordance with the regulations.  A 
person who deposits waste material that is not permitted in the regulations, will pay for any 
removal or remediation costs as determined by the Director.  The Director is empowered to limit, 
control or prevent the depositing of spoil to ensure effective use of the spoil tip. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you, do you have a seconder? 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I second the motion.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you. Honourable Members, the motion is that the Stanley Common (Spoil Tip) Regulations 
2024 are noted. Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the motion?  No, there's no 
debate. Is there any objection to passing this motion?  There's no objection. The Regulations are 
noted. 
 
Honourable John Birmingham 
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Madam Deputy Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the Falkland Islands 
Safeguarding Children’s Board Annual Report 2023-24 and the Falkland Islands Safeguarding 
Adults Board Annual Report 2023-24 are noted. 
 
The Board and associated subgroups have continued to meet regularly across the last year in 
order to discharge its primary function of safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children in 
the islands, alongside overseeing important policy developments over the last year, such as 
approving the revised safeguarding children and young person’s procedures, the Board is 
overseeing a great deal of practical hands-on safeguarding activity, details of which are outlined in 
those reports.  
 
Although there has been a small but significant increase in workload across 12 months, it is 
important to highlight that much of the case load focuses on early intervention work, such work 
which can prevent situations from escalating to more serious and intervention in this situation 
later on. Demonstrates that children's safeguarding in the Falkland Islands is in a very fortunate 
position, whereby adequate funding and resources are available, and such progress can only have 
been possible as a result of the sustained commitment and hard work of the teams of which I'm 
very fortunate to be alongside.  
 
However, concerns over some areas still do exist, and it is important that over the next 12 months 
that renewed focus is applied to resolving these as far as possible. As mentioned in the previous 
annual report, staffing in certain frontline areas remains suboptimal, such as within the Royal 
Falkland Islands Police. A failure to adequately address these issues could, in a worst case 
scenario, result in loss of hard work, hard won progress in some areas of our approach to 
safeguarding children. Working in partnership with all relevant agencies is integral to the success 
of safeguarding. This also means ensuring effective engagement with the community at large.  
 
Indeed, safeguarding is everyone's responsibility, and it's at its most effective where there is the 
widest involvement. I therefore encourage any member of the community who has comments, 
questions, queries or suggestions about the work of the Board to contact either one of the elected 
Members of the Assembly who sit on the board, that's myself, John Birmingham, or MLA Leona 
Roberts, or the Chair, who is John Woollacott, the Director of Health and Social Services. 
 
Madam, with your permission, I shall do the adult one as well. 
 
The past year has seen a step change in Adult Safeguarding practices, as the New Adult 
Safeguarding policy and guidance documents have been embedded into practice. These 
documents are not simply policies that are read and have little impact on day to day activities. 
Significant effort and time has been invested in staff training to embed these policies into 
practice, and the effectiveness of the training is clearly evidenced in the noticeable uptake in 
referrals and other safeguarding activities that is evident in our statistics.  
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Indeed, it is important to note that in such a scenario that increased referrals don't indicate rising 
levels of suspected abuse, rather an organization with this increased awareness and 
understanding of modern safeguarding practices and which is transparent and open, and its 
learning processes pertaining to this.  
 
The board continues to make consistent progress across most elements of the Strategic Plan, 
which covers the period 2022 to 2025. In particular, through its various subgroups, which 
continue to function well, the Board has met regularly throughout the last 12 months and has had 
good representation across all the professional multi agency groups. 
 
Our focus continues to be to protect and support adults at risk living in the Falkland Islands. The 
past 12 months have seen particularly high levels of activity, with not only the new safeguarding 
policy being embedded in the organization, but all sub-groups now having an agreed strategic 
plan and action tracker, and significant policy development in other areas, such as the first FIG 
policy for the deprivation of liberty, the assessment policy for adults with care and support 
groups, and the agreement by ExCo of the standards of care for all Adult Community Care 
Services in the Falkland Islands.  
 
Together with the combined efforts of our multi agency teams, these documents will continue to 
push forward the standard of Adult Safeguarding and reporters. In discharging its functions, it is 
important the Board interacts with the wider community. I therefore encourage anyone with 
questions, queries, comments or suggestions for the Boards to please make them known to 
myself or any member of the board listed within this report. Those who are interested in doing so 
are also welcome to attend the open section of the quarterly meeting of the Board. 
 
I'd also like to thank the members of the Board for their efforts over the last year, it's been a 
notable year of increased activity that may become significant in the future. The increased training 
serials that have been delivered have been very beneficial, and if anybody wishes any further 
information, again, please contact either one of the members of the Board, which I, John 
Birmingham and MLA Roberts are on, or John Woollacott, who is the Director of Health and Social 
Services. 
 
Thank you very much Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker   
 
Thank you, do we have a seconder?  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
Deputy Speaker I second the motion.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
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Thank you, Honourable Members. The motion is that the Falkland Islands Safeguarding Children's 
Board Annual Report 2023-24 and the Falkland Islands Safeguarding Adults Board Annual Report 
2023-24 are noted. Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to this motion? There is no 
debate. Is there any objection to passing this motion? No objection. The reports are noted.  
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, under Standing Order 41 (3) I move that the update from the Public 
Accounts Committee in respect of internal audit and audit reports as listed by the Clerk are noted. 
By way of explanation, I will read the important bit of the six reports that pertain to these Public 
Accounts Reports.  
 
The Falkland Islands Government Financial Statements year end 30th of June 2023, without 
recommendations. 
 
In accordance with section 80 of the Constitution, I am pleased to report to the Legislative 
Assembly that the Public Accounts Committee has examined the accounts of the Falkland 
Islands Government for the year end of June 2023 as listed: Falkland Islands Government 
Financial Statements June 2023; Falkland Islands Government Capital Equalization Fund 
Financial Statements June 2023; Falkland Islands Government Currency Fund June 2023; 
Falkland Islands Government Insurance Fund June 2023; Falkland Islands Government Pensions 
Old Scheme Fund June 2023; Falkland Islands Government Retirement Pensions Equalization 
Fund June 2023. 
 
The committee had no comments, and there were no further comments to bring to your attention. 
The accounts will now be available to the public at our premises and will be published on our 
website in due course.  
 
The second one, Falkland Islands Development Corporation Financial Statements Year End 30th 
June 2023. In accordance with Section 80 of the Constitution, I am pleased to report to the 
Assembly that the Public Accounts Committee has examined the above accounts. The committee 
had no comments, and there were no further matters to bring your attention. The accounts will 
now be available to the public at our premises and will be published on our website in due course. 
 
The Falklands Islands Meat Company Limited Financial Statements Year End 30th June 2023. In 
accordance with Section 80 of the Constitution, I am pleased to report to the Assembly that the 
Public Accounts Committee has examined the above accounts. The Public Accounts Committee 
were content with the accounts, and there were no further matters to bring to your attention. The 
accounts will now be available to the public at our premises and will be published on our website.  
 
The Falkland Islands Tourist Board Financial Statements Year End 30th June 2023. In accordance 
with Section 80 of the Constitution, I'm pleased to report to the Assembly, the Public Accounts 
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Committee has examined the above accounts. The committee had no comments and there were 
no further matters to bring to your attention. The accounts will now be available to the public at 
our premises and will be published on our website in due course. 
 
Stanley Services Limited Financial Statements year end 30th of June 2023. In accordance with 
Section 80 of the Constitution, I am pleased report to the Assembly that the Public Accounts 
Committee has examined the above accounts. The committee commented that the accounts 
provided a true and accurate account, and there were no other matters to bring your attention. 
The accounts will now be available to the public at our premises and will be published on our 
website in due course. 
 
Internal Audit without recommendations. The Public Accounts Committee recently considered 
the following Internal Audit, noting that this is a different format to previous internal audits and the 
first received by the Public Accounts Committee since September 2023 under the requirement of 
part two, Section 13 of the Public Accounts Committee Ordinance 2009 and the subject is Health 
and Safety Framework with a limited rating. Public Accounts Committee noted that there were 
two high level, two medium level and one low level internal audit recommendations upon which 
actions have been agreed with the plan in place, and therefore there were no recommendations 
from the Public Accounts Committee on this report, they will, however, closely monitor progress 
on the recommendations in the future. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you. A seconder?  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I second the motion.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you. Honourable Members, the motion is that the update from the Public Accounts 
Committee in respect of internal audit and audit reports as listed previously by the Clerk and by 
MLA Biggs are noted. Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to this motion? There is no 
debate. Is there any objection to passing this motion? There is no objection. The reports are 
noted.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, under Standing Order, Section 41, 3, I move that the National 
Contingency Plan for Emergency Animal Disease be noted. The National Contingency Plan for 
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Emergency Animal Disease is laid before the House in accordance with Section 14 A of the Animal 
Health Act, as adopted in the Falkland Islands. The purpose of the National Contingency Plan for 
Emergency Animal Disease is to describe how Falkland Islands Government will manage an 
outbreak or incident of an emergency animal disease that occurs in kept animals, namely 
livestock, horses, poultry and domestic pets. It explains the roles and responsibilities of all 
parties involved in preparing for, responding to and recovering from outbreaks of emergency 
animal diseases. The same principles will also be followed for certain diseases in wild animals. 
 
The structure of the National Contingency Plan for Emergency Animal Disease is divided into two 
main parts. Part A describes how Government will manage an outbreak or incident of animal 
disease in the Falkland Islands, and provides a strategic overview of the principles of disease 
management and control objectives that will be followed in response to an animal disease 
outbreak and in restoration of disease freedom. 
 
Part B provides more detailed plans, including general and disease specific protocol and 
standardized operating procedures. This part provides an operational and reference manual for 
easy use by the Falkland Islands Government Veterinary Service in the event of an emergency 
animal disease outbreak. The appendices provide further information on guidance, 
communication and contacts. An annex also provides a summary for animal keepers, explaining 
how to help prevent disease in animals, and response procedures to a suspected outbreak. As 
this annex provides useful guidance for animal keepers, it will also be publicly available on the 
Veterinary Service website.  
 
And I'd like to thank the Veterinary Service team for putting together what is an extensive plan that 
also links in a lot of different agencies across the Falklands to plan for our safety and for that of 
our animals. Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you, the Honourable John Birmingham, I believe you are seconding? 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I second the motion. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you, Honourable Members the motion is that the National Contingency Plan for Emergency 
Animal Disease is noted. Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to this motion? No, there's 
no debate. Is there any objection to passing this motion? No objection, the National Contingency 
Plan for Emergency Animal Disease is noted. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
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Questions for oral response, question number 28 of 2024 by the Honourable Gavin Short. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, it was reported at a meeting of the Falkland 
Islands Development Corporation Board that the Island Security directorate were considering 
making a charge for fire fighting support on Sealion Island. Would the Honourable Jack Ford 
please state under what policy charges are levied for assistance, and what is the criteria for 
assessing who should be charged and who shouldn't? Could he advise whether there are clear 
guidelines as to what would attract charges?  
 
The Honourable Jack Ford  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I thank my Honourable Colleague for his question. The response to the 
Sealion fire was extensive across multiple FIG agencies and the MOD and came at a significant 
cost for the public purse. FIDC is a wholly publicly funded Corporation, and considering the 
reserves held by the organization, it was reasonable to charge them 50% of the direct cost for the 
incident. This doesn't in any way set a precedent for other wildfires on the outer islands or in 
Camp more generally. Each case will be considered on its own merits. FIG is currently working on 
a draft national wildfire strategy to address a whole range of issues raised by the increased risk of 
wildfires, and this document will be shared for public consultation. Thank you.  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I thank the Honourable Jack Ford for his reply, and can he say whether:  
a) an itemized invoice was sent to FIDC and I stress itemized and, b) is there an actual policy 
anywhere within the archives of Government that covers what assistance has given them, 
whether charges can be levied?  
 
The Honourable Jack Ford  
 
I'm not certain whether an itemized bill was sent. However, I do believe a bill was sent to FIDC 
which was included in the public board papers for their meeting the 18th of September, which my 
Honourable Colleague will be aware of as a member of the Board of FIDC. However, I would have 
to check whether or not that was an itemized bill, or just the total. On his second question, I 
understand that there is an ExCo policy from 2000 that relates to wildfires in Camp, which does 
give us certain powers to levy charges where it is deemed appropriate. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I thank the Honourable Jack Ford for his reply, and maybe if I can just 
give a slight explanation as to why there was this question, I’m perhaps less bothered about 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 26 September 2024 

- 17 - 
 

Sealion Island, because its Government money is moving from A to B and B to A, possibly, if the 
invoice is paid. But my main worry is with, if you like, the subdivision farms, the small farms who, 
at the moment are experiencing a financial downturn, and the last thing I think anybody wants if a 
lightning strike happens, to have in the back of your mind am I going to get a whopping great bill?  
 
So, I very much look forward to seeing the policy, whatever it may be, perhaps if you could ping it 
through by email. I would very much appreciate it.  
 
The Honourable Jack Ford  
 
I will endeavour to dig through the Gilbert House archives to try and find it. I share his concerns 
about potentially smaller farms, potentially those in financial difficulties, not being able to fund 
any significant costs that came from wildfire on their property, but I think as was mentioned in my 
response, it would assessed on a case by case basis, so we wouldn't want to be putting people 
through significant financial difficulty for wildfire. But as I said in my response, we are working 
between the Department of Emergency Services and Island Security, and the Natural Resources 
Department and others on a national wildfire strategy, which will I’m sure as among many other 
issues, deal with this issue and I very much look forward to seeing that develop and go out to 
public consultation.  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for their reply. I think it is 
important that we do have a policy on this, because otherwise, landowners could be discouraged 
from calling for assistance when there is a fire that is in a significant area, perhaps for wildlife or 
whatever, and I think for fear of receiving a charge. And I think it would be good for us to develop a 
policy if there isn’t a clear one in place now, because it's too late when the fire is actually 
happening, we need to think about it beforehand. Thank you.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Do you want to come back?  
 
The Honourable Jack Ford  
 
I would say currently, as we've seen in the last wildfires, over the last summer where there is a risk 
to life or property that the Fire Service have responded quickly, and have thrown enormous 
amounts of resources at it, with in some cases, from the MOD. In other cases, where there hasn't 
been a risk to life or property, the response has been less, but I agree it would be useful to have a 
clear policy in place, and we have to see that under the National Wildfire strategy.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
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Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker, you nearly touched on it a bit there Honourable Colleague 
Jack Ford, but my question is whether the policy will also cover responses to places that don't 
have a risk to life or risk to business. So for example, national nature reserves or areas of unique 
biodiversity, and really whether the policy is going to put affordability or cost reasons ahead of 
potentially saving biodiversity hotspots, and whether those will be considerations that will be 
contained within the policy.  
 
And I'd like to agree with the comments made by MLA Spink, we can't be encouraging barriers for 
people to report fires in Camp because of affordability, if they think that there's a risk that their 
business will be footing a bill for trying to call in for support to fight a fire on their land so we need 
to be sure that obviously, the policy is well consulted and appropriate with their lead.  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
Thank you, there was one follow up question I had, which is bubbling around the back of my head, 
and I've heard some chatter about. Is the fire brigade the Stanley fire brigade, in other words, 
obligated to turn up, I guess, outside of Stanley. Is there an obligation for the fire brigade to 
attend? And I apologize if you don't know the answer, I have kind of sprung this one.  
 
The Attorney General  
 
Perhaps I could provide assistance there. In terms of statutory services, the Stanley fire brigade is 
the only statutory service. However, I think operationally obviously, the Fire and Rescue Services 
has expanded its operation considerably, and does respond to matters within Camp, but in terms 
of the statutory provision for the brigade, it is the Stanley fire brigade only under the Stanley Town 
Services 1973 which I think took over from what was functions held by the Stanley Town Council 
prior to that time. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I've asked a question there that hasn't been responded to by MLA Jack 
Ford, and thank the Attorney General for outlining that the current legislation is possibly 
inadequate for responses to fires in Camp. But on the response to my question about whether the 
policy will contain a revised approach to areas that aren't currently inhabited or a business or 
deemed to be of anything other than, let's say, extreme biodiversity value, because we don't want 
cost to be reason why we're not helping protect the unique biodiversity of the Falklands.  
 
The Honourable John Birmingham  
 
I’d ask the Honourable Jack Ford if he agrees with me in that there is absolutely no appetite to 
start charging people for going out to fight fires in the Falkland Islands where they're accessible 
and where, where there is the ability to do so, and that we wouldn’t, I believe so it has been said, 
by the Honourable Roger Spink, that we would not go down the road, neither this Assembly or I 
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can't foresee any other Assembly putting in place restrictive practices that would put people off 
actually reporting fires. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs?  Sorry, the Honourable Jack Ford's going to respond. The Honourable 
Peter Biggs has been indicating for a long time.  
 
The Honourable Jack Ford  
 
So in response the question by my Honourable Colleague Teslyn Barkman, I do not have all the 
details of what the policy will or will not include, but I very much hope it will include conversations 
with my directorate, but I'm sure it will, it will most definitely cover areas where there isn't a risk of 
life or property, and then what the response may be in relation to those areas, but that is 
something we will, I'm sure, look at greater detail as part of the policy development and then 
consultation with the public.  
 
I agree we don't want to deter people from reporting fires in fear that they may receive a large bill, 
but at the same time, I don't want this bill, to be sent to the Development Corporation to in any 
way deter people from reporting fires, if something is found in Camp, and as was mentioned in my 
response, because the Development Corporation is a wholly publicly funded Corporation and 
holds significant reserves, that was a reason why it was deemed reasonable that they would be 
sent a bill for 50% of costs, the direct costs of response to this incident.  
 
In response to the question from MLA Birmingham, I don't think I can agree with him, wholly, that 
there isn’t an appetite to charge for certain fires, because in this case, we are charging for part of 
the cost of fire. So yes, I very much sympathize with the concerns, and probably agree with the 
concerns that we don't want to be putting landowners in significant financial difficulty by charging 
them or putting in place the system were we charge for any response that we make levy, however 
in this case of the Development Corporation being charged for the response to the fire, I could 
say, I don't disagree that that’s not a reasonable thing to do. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs  
 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. I've been following this conversation with interest, and I'd just 
like to say that we're very privileged to live in this unique place, and unfortunately, by its 
uniqueness, it means that some of it is quite flammable as we recognize, and some of the areas 
are of global importance, as far as wildlife goes. 
 
And we have to, when we do look at some sort of policy for this, I don't think it has to be a huge 
one, but a straightforward policy. We should take that into account as well. And, you know, I'd 
never suggest anybody should risk life or limb for something that is not inhabited. However, when 
the dust settles and there are calm moments, then that is time to maybe put some extra advocacy 
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on such basis. And before I finish, I'd like to commend all those who were involved, both in the 
services and the volunteers, etc, in the difficult and hard work of fighting wildfires.  
 
The Honourable John Birmingham  
 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, and thank you for the Honourable Jack Ford reply, I'm afraid 
that I must apologize, I wasn't clear. I think it boils down to the comments about case by case. But 
would he agree with me that the FIDC are asking this question because, although it is a wholly 
funded public body, not being directly a part of FIG, they're worried about the cost of public 
money. And I think that's very noble. Would you agree with that?  
 
The Honourable Jack Ford  
 
I wouldn't say that in this case the Development Corporation, I won't take words out of my 
Honourable Colleagues around this table who are members of the board of Development 
Corporation, but I wouldn't say that they're concerned about the cost to the public purse, I'd say 
they are concerned about the cost to the Development Corporation, I've now been charged 
£35,690.47, which has been sent to them. So, no.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, I don't think we're, we may be straying into debates on the 
question, so I'll just first indicate whether that's okay with yourself.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Well, I was just going to say that we're wondering way off the question, probably into policy 
decision making.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Mine does relate to, I'd say, to legislation that sits underneath there may be a question for my 
Honourable Colleague or for the Attorney General but more for one, for written response later, 
which, which would be, which would be satisfactory, because if there isn't the information to 
respond to it, but it was just whether Falkland Islands Government actually has a duty towards 
national nature reserves and national parks that have been designated, taking into account that 
that probably comes with requirements for management and monitoring of those sites, and 
whether anything in our current provision would mean that the Falkland Islands Government has a 
duty to respond to emergencies that happen in those areas. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Attorney General, did you have any information? 
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Attorney General  
 
I think, Madam Deputy Speaker, perhaps it does require a little bit further consideration. But I 
think there are a number of different issues. Because the Honourable Teslyn Barkman talked 
about to response to emergencies in those areas, obviously, if individuals got into difficulty, yes, 
I’m sure services would respond to that; you know, police, under their services. Would we have a 
duty to fight fires that arise in those areas? No, I don't think there is a duty there, but I think it's a 
matter that could benefit from some further consideration. I'm happy to provide a written 
response to the Honourable Member.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker, and thank you to the Attorney General. Yeah, it would be 
useful to get a clearer picture on that as well as I suppose the duties for the Government to 
mitigate risk in some of those cases, so whether management plans need to include mitigating 
fire risk, acknowledging what MLA Biggs be said about fire unfortunately, in the future, of the 
Falklands.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short, are you satisfied with the answers? 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
Yes 
 
The Honourable Jack Ford  
 
I think that all the questions raised, almost all the questions raised today, are very important and 
touched on important topics. And I think hopefully lots of this will be addressed as part of this 
national wildfire strategy development. And we've had some recent discussions recently with 
landowners and members of the rural community with very similar concerns and other issues that 
will important points that will be taken into account then developing policy. And I think there are 
lots of things that need to be ironed out and decided on them, and I'm sure that we will have much 
further discussion amongst ourselves, also with the public policy. So, I very much look forward to 
that, hopefully coming in to place very soon. Thank you.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you all.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
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Question number 29 of 2024 by the Honourable Gavin Short. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, can the Honourable Peter Biggs please give an update on the project to 
supply allotments in Stanley. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, thank you. And I also thank the Director of Public Works and Mr Stacy 
Bragger, for helping to provide the answer to this question. Mental health charity Team Tranquil 
has been looking to develop an area of land in order to provide allotment gardening plots for the 
community. 
 
Studies have shown that the health and well-being benefits of allotment gardening. There has 
been a surge of interest in that in the UK in recent years, allotments promote an active lifestyle 
through the manual work required in looking after them, and can be an effective form of exercise. 
In addition, allotments promote mental well-being by providing people with an activity to focus on 
and take pride in and offer you social opportunities. Taking up an allotment is increasingly 
recommended by healthcare professionals to alleviate a range of mental and physical health 
issues. 
 
With this in mind, Team Tranquil have been working, with the support of the Pioneer Foundation 
and the Public Works Department, to take this forward and have gardening plots available here in 
the Falklands. The design for an allotment site has been worked on, and a potentially suitable 
area of land for the site has been identified. 
 
When costs for the work have been confirmed and the final design agreed, Team Tranquil will 
intend to submit an application to the Falkland Islands Government for approval to lease the land. 
Team Tranquil looks forward to taking this project forward with the support of the Pioneer 
Foundation to create a new asset for the Falkland Islands community. Thank you.  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I thank the Honourable Peter Biggs for his reply, might he be able to give 
an indication of where, geographically this may be cited, or the area that has been looked at for 
this? 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs  
 
Unfortunately, I hadn't completed my research on that subject, but I think it will be in the west 
area of Stanley, I believe, but I will confirm the site to Members in due course.  
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Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short, any other comments? No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Question. Number 30 of 2024, by the Honourable Gavin Short. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, can the Honourable Peter Biggs please say why street lighting has been 
installed on the Bypass road from the area of the new sports building and heading east to connect 
with the present short stretch of street lighting on the Bypass road. And can he please tell the 
House when street lighting will be extended to the east of where it presently ends and down to the 
turn off to Stanley Services and the Lodge? 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, these current works are a continuation of the previously planned works 
for street lighting to the Bypass road. It was always planned to extend the current street lighting as 
far west as the Dairy Paddock junctions and unfortunately, resources and other priorities have not 
allowed these work to progress until now, this section of lighting will help illuminate the road on 
the approach to the sports facility, which is already seeing an increase in pedestrian activity with 
the opening of the all-weather pitch. 
 
The next section to be considered is that between Teaberry Way and VPC road. This will need to be 
looked at in two phases. The first from Teaberry Way to Eliza Cove Road, the second from Eliza 
Cove Road to VPC Road, for those that don't know, VPC road is the road by the fuel station. 
 
The latter is more difficult due to the proximity of adjacent properties with current carriageway 
and also drainage ditches. No time scales are available for these future phases at this time, as 
they will be subject to funding availability, resource availability and capital program prioritization. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I thank the Honourable Peter Biggs for his reply. And I must start off by 
saying that street lighting on the Bypass is not something I'm objecting to. I very much wanted, 
and I've been pushing for at least over 12 years for street lighting to be extended to the east, 
because that is where the majority of footfall used to be before, and nothing has been done, and 
suddenly we see street lighting appearing in the other direction, which is what sparked my 
question, so I would urge the Honourable Peter Biggs if he could, to ask PWD if they were kind 
enough to give dates when they think this work will happen, given that they get financing forward, 
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because there has been near misses in the area of the road to the east that could have been much 
worse than certainly what they turned out to be. So, if you could do something with that, I'd be 
very grateful.  
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, yes, I quite agree that it would be good to have dates, and I'll get those as 
soon as possible. I know the project, the current project, has been underway for at least two years 
now, and it's well underway, so I hope that they'll be able to address the area to the east in the 
relatively near future. Thank you.  
 
The Honourable John Birmingham  
 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, I would imagine that throughout the western world, street 
lights are quite a conversation piece certain times of the year, and we're no different here, 
certainly in the city of Stanley. And would you agree with me that there's been a major step 
forward in the awarding of a contract to a private individual company to maintain the current 
street lights within the boundaries of Stanley? It is a major step forward. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, yes, I thank the Honourable Member for his comment and acknowledge 
it as a good step forward. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short anymore questions?  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
No, no further questions. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Question number 31 of 2024 by the Honourable John Birmingham.  
 
The Honourable John Birmingham  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, and first, I apologize, to the Honourable Peter 
Biggs, it's his day today. This is his third question. Would the Honourable Peter Biggs please give 
an update on plans to improve the salting of important and well used public paths in periods of 
extreme icy conditions during winter time? And I must declare an interest here, because I still 
have a numb thumb myself from the falling over. And what investment in equipment will be made 
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to make the process more efficient? And will the plan, similar to the published vehicle ice routes 
also be made public. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, I have here a response from the Public Works 
Department. As previously advised, there is currently an informal plan in place to clear public 
areas around the hospital, the Town Hall and the schools. PWD will look to formalize and publish 
this before the start of the next winter season. 
 
The main issue is the availability of personnel when required, and taking them from other tasks. 
The Director of Public Works has committed to reviewing this, including the provision of additional 
equipment in the coming months, and we'll be providing a proposal to Honourable Members for 
consideration. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, I very much thank him for the reply. I'd just like to 
add one thing, would you agree that the five, that I know of people that ended up going to hospital, 
one of whom had to stay in because of falling over in the centre of Stanley, in one of those critical 
areas because it hadn't been salted or looked at all, it's a matter of time before perhaps would he 
agree that the costs involved in making sure the pavements in those areas were safe, may be 
small, compared with having to ship somebody out who's had a major accident on the ice?  
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, I quite agree with the sentiment of what the 
Honourable John Birmingham says, and obviously it is foremost in our mind. I have to, of course, 
state the obvious. It is impossible to cover every area by salting activity, and individuals must take 
their own measures. There are clip on devices for shoes which will much reduce the risk to 
individuals, but yeah, I agree. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham  
 
Yes, I'm clearly not asking for every part of the recognized town to be salted, that would be a bit 
too extreme, but the Falkland Islands Government currently employed two personnel looking at 
health and safety with the possibility of introducing legislation. So clearly, the Falkland Islands 
Government are starting to take health and safety more seriously. Would he also agree that health 
and safety is not just at the workplace, it's also in public areas? 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs  
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Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, yeah, again, I agree with what the Honourable 
John Birmingham says, I'm sure the health and safety people give their view on the matters of 
social importance, as well as the work activities.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman   
 
I think I’d just like to say, as the Honourable Peter Biggs has just outlined that even despite best 
efforts, accidents can still happen. And what we don't want to have happen is people who are 
given the responsibility for salting those public areas to feel personally responsible. And also, I 
would like those people who dedicate their time in the cold winter months and sometimes terrible 
weather and darkness to go out and do salt the areas to be congratulated for doing that work.  
Everyone notes when you do a bad job and not when you do a good job. And I say that the work 
they continue to put in to maintain public areas is worth crediting, as well that our public works 
teams are under a lot of pressure, and we do fully appreciate and  are grateful for the time that 
they get to make sure that our safety is paramount. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Anything further, the Honourable John Birmingham? No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Question number 32 of 2024 by the Honourable John Birmingham. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, can the Honourable Jack Ford please confirm that the taxpayer funded 
facilities at the Falkland Islands Defence Force building that have traditionally been available for 
hire to the public will continue to be available outside of operational requirements? 
 
The Honourable Jack Ford 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I thank my Honourable Colleague for his question. The FIDF hall is the 
primary headquarters of the Falkland Islands Defence Force and Operational Activity always 
takes priority. Over the last five years, the operational tempo of the FIDF training has increased in 
frequency as the force continues to professionalize its training. This has reduced the overall 
availability of the hall for other uses, but it continues to be used by the archery club and large 
community events.  
 
Following internal and external audits, which have identified some security concerns, given the 
significant quantities of weapons and sensitive equipment, historically, the use by individual 
bookings, particularly at events serving alcohol, the FIDF has seen a number of issues with 
damage to the facility, interference with FIDF vehicles and equipment, and the site being left in 
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poor condition, with the charges being levied for the hire in no way covering the cost of making 
some repairs. These factors have resulted in the FIDF removing the hire for individual events. 
However, other taxpayer funded facilities, such as the town hall, remain available for public hire. 
Thank you. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham   
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, I’m slightly confused by the answer by the 
Honourable Jack Ford. If there is a problem with alcohol, presumably the problem could exist if it 
was a Falkland Islands Government function. If there is a large number of issues with alcohol, and 
I know that there's a bar in the FIDF, but that's nothing to do with it. When there is a function on, 
there are people who are responsible for that function, does he agree with me that if it is the case 
that there is any vandalism or disrespecting of the property or vehicles, then the people who are 
the organizers bear some responsibility and should be charged for that, and I'm still not sure as to 
whether a member of the public, say for a wedding or some other large event such as a 
retirement, and can still hire the FIDF hall? 
 
The Honourable Jack Ford  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, on his first point, I agree with my Honourable Colleague that if damages 
are done, that the organizer has the responsibility for covering the cost of those. On your second 
point, I believe the last part of my response that these factors have resulted in the FIDF removing 
the hire for individual events, but that other taxpayer funded facilities remain available, if that 
answers his question.  
 
The Honourable John Birmingham  
 
Thank you very much. The reason that Madam Deputy Speaker, if I may, the reason I've asked this 
question is that there are only two large venues in town, and the town hall itself can be difficult for 
people. There is a lift which is not always working because things happen, whereas the FIDF hall is 
on the flat. I do understand the problems that there are, but those same problems exist 
everywhere. I also understand the issue with security and the armoury, which can be overcome. 
So, would he give an assurance that he will look into this and see whether there is an outcome 
that will be beneficial to all members of the taxpaying public? 
 
The Honourable Jack Ford  
 
Yes, I can take this away and continue discussions with the Emergency Services and Island 
Security Director. On your point about the problems existing elsewhere? Yes, I think the problems 
are for people causing damages, those things will exist elsewhere. But the issue of security is very 
unique to the FIDF facility. And given a significant amount of weapons and other equipment stored 
there, I think the security concern is considerably higher than any other facility. And therefore, I 
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think, provides a good justification for not allowing it to be right now, for private events, and the 
reason for the FIDF of limiting the number of the access to this utility. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham  
 
Would the Honourable Jack Ford agree with me that it is at least worth pursuing whether there is a 
way to solve this particular problem, because the way I see it, if there is a publicly funded event up 
there, the same kind of people that would go to that publicly funded event would be the same kind 
of people going to a privately funded event. If you can assure me that it will be further looked into. 
I'm more than happy with that answer. 
 
The Honourable Jack Ford  
 
I can confirm. I will continue to ask about this and keep my Honourable Colleague informed of the 
situation. I think part of my response did mention that, you know, while they have restricted the 
use of the hall it does continue to be used by the archery club and for large community events. I 
think that most recently, I think possibly that the multicultural food event, possibly was held in the 
FIDF hall.  
 
So, I think there are some things which will possibly carry on happening, but others, such as 
private events, probably in the evening, may not. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker, I won’t ask you if you agree with me, if this has gotten open to 
debate or not, but I would just like to make a comment that for efficiency of taxpayers money, it 
would probably be worthwhile looking at that policy that a consideration is given to the time that it 
takes officers to have to chase people for payments or repairs as well as maintenance, because 
you know that there isn't always an easy way to fix every problem or every construction issue that 
is caused, so considerations for that are given into this, because what we don't want to do is 
distract the FIDF team away from their core purpose and their duties. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, have been listening with interest to this and I have a large degree of 
sympathy with MLA Ford and the FIDF on this one. I kind of understand how the town hall works 
that you're meant to clean up behind yourself if you can find the mops and stuff like that. In the 
case of the FIDF, historically, does he know whether people have sort of tidied and cleaned up, or 
whether it is the staff who had to go in and clean up after we've all had a good time? 
 
The Honourable Jack Ford  
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I think, in short, no, I don't know the answer from the specific details of what happens after an 
event like, I think my general understanding is that people are required to tidy up after themselves, 
although there have been cases where either damage has been done or things have been left in a 
certain state after they've left. So yes, I can ask the further questions of the FIDF and keep my 
Honourable Colleague informed outside of this meeting. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Any further comment? No. Thank you. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Motions, Motion number 12 of 2024, by the Honourable Roger Spink, this House approves the 
recommendation of the report to the Legislative Assembly from the Statute Law Commissioner, 
application of United Kingdom's laws reporting period 01 June and to 31 July 2024, submitted 
under Section 25 of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
And the proposer?  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker under the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 the Statute Law 
Commissioner is required to report regularly to the Assembly on new laws made in the United 
Kingdom. This report covers the period 01st of June to 31st of July 2024, and is the fourth report 
made this year. Submission of regular reports enables the Assembly to consider all UK laws made 
in the period, understand which apply to the Falkland Islands, and make decisions about the 
adoption of UK laws. The report covers one Act and approximately 110 Statutory Instruments. The 
low level of legislation made in the reporting period is a result of the UK general election. 
 
1. UK law directly applied to the Falkland Islands.  
Acts; no Acts of direct application have been made during the reporting period.  
Secondary instruments; three sets of regulations of direct application have been made during the 
reporting period. 
 
Regulations have been made to amend the Illegal Migration Act 2023, the regulations effectively 
postpone the coming into force of certain provisions of the Illegal Migration Act 2023 because 
some of the provisions of the Act extend to the British Overseas Territories, the amendments 
similarly extend, although are likely to have little or no practical effect in the Falkland Islands.  
 
Two sets of regulations have been made under the UK's international financial and trade 
sanctions regime to repeal and replace existing restrictions in connection with Russia and Syria. 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 26 September 2024 

- 30 - 
 

This has been done for technical reasons in connection with parliamentary time needed to 
approve the regulations. The amendments apply automatically in the Falkland Islands, as with 
other British Overseas Territories.  
 
2. Falkland Islands adoption of UK law  
No acts or secondary instruments have been made in the reporting period which apply 
automatically under the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017. 
 
3. Other UK laws.  
Finally, the Statute Law Commissioner has reviewed all other UK laws made during the reporting 
period to consider whether to recommend to the Assembly that any of them should be adopted. 
However, no recommendations are made for adoption. The laws made in the period are thought 
to be of no potential relevance to the Falkland Islands.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you. Do we have a seconder? 
 
Attorney General  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I second the motion.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Do you have any comment? Does any Honourable Member wish to comment? No. It is resolved by 
the Legislative Assembly this 26th of September 2024 that A), the report dated first of August 2024 
made by the Statute Law Commissioner to the Legislative Assembly under Section 25 five of the 
Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 is noted. B), the recommendations of the report are 
approved and C, accordingly, no changes should be made in connection with any of the UK laws 
reported on.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly   
 
Motion number 13 of 2024, report by the Attorney General, this House approves the 
recommendation of the report to the Legislative Assembly from the Attorney General concerning 
rectifications of defects in the statute law database.  
 
Attorney General  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I move the motion, if I can just clarify the recommendations in the report 
are that it be resolved by the Assembly today, that my report be approved, and that the Assembly 
recommends that the Governor makes an order in the form or a substantially similar form to the 
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order that's annexed to the report, and that the defects in the Statute Law Database should be 
rectified accordingly.  
 
If I could just give some explanation in relation to this, the Law Revision and Publication 
Ordinance 2017 provides for the appointment of Statute Law Commissioner who is responsible 
for the publication and maintenance of the Statute Law Database of the Falkland Islands. That 
database is effectively the website that is www.legislation.gov.fk 
 
Section 14 of the ordinance provides that the Statute Law Database is the authoritative statement 
of the legislation applying in or in relation to the Falkland Islands, by or by virtue of the ordinance. 
So that means that, I think it's very important to rectify any defects in the database when 
identified, Section 15 of the ordinance provides a mechanism for rectification of defects in the 
database by making a report by myself to the Assembly, the report must identify the error, set out 
proposals for rectification. And if I think it's desirable or necessary to rectify the error, accompany 
my report with a draft of the order for that purpose. And the report must also include the views of 
the Statute Law Commissioner.  
 
So the database, the website, contains 295 ordinances and 564 secondary instruments. So whilst 
there have been a number of defects identified, I think it's fair to highlight that the number of 
defects is very low given the high level of or the large amount of content on the site, so suggesting, 
therefore a high level of accuracy in the database. We have identified, however, a number of 
defects which we're proposing should be rectified. Majority of the defects are derived from the 
source material that was used to compile the database.  
 
So the 2017 ordinance authorized the use of the 1991 revised edition of the laws of the Falkland 
Islands as the source material so there were a number of defects within that particular 
publication. A small number of defects have been introduced by human error when compiling or 
maintaining the database. A small number have also been introduced by global revisions made 
when initially compiling the database. So when we selected terms and changed certain terms, 
there were some defects as a result, and then a small number of defects have arisen because of 
functional issues within the database, particularly in connection with the display of footnotes and 
formulated within legislation.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I don't propose to list and go through each of the defects that are listed 
in the report, but they are available, obviously, if any member of the public wishes to consult the 
reports published within the order paper for this meeting, and I'm happy to answer any questions 
that any Honourable Members may have on this, so I do believe it's necessary for the defect 
detailed in the report to be rectified, and a draft order for that purpose is included. The Statute 
Law Commissioner also recommends that the defects should be corrected, and her views are 
incorporated within the analysis, within the report. With that said, Madam, Deputy Speaker, I 
propose the motion to the Assembly, and would be happy to answer any questions.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
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Thank you, a seconder?  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I second the motion.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you. Does any Honourable Member wish to comment?  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker, It's just a question for clarification, I would first like to say that 
the work is really, really good, and it is certainly a tool that I use online quite often to look through 
our laws, and I think it's an exceptional piece of work. But really, just for clarification for the public 
that these defects as before they're rectified, if someone were, you know, is there any kind of 
liability on the Government, if, you know, if someone thought that their rights were x and then it 
turns out that it was subject to a defect, and whether that would cause any issues with civilian 
rights or anything? 
 
Attorney General  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I think we can see from the defects themselves, that most are very 
minor, and so have not had any significant impact. And even those which are perhaps more 
significant actually that they're often identified. So if an issue comes up under a particular piece of 
legislation, the error is identified, and then all parties will proceed on the basis of the law as it 
actually is, rather than the statement in the database.  
 
So for example, there's a reference, I think one of the examples is the public health bylaws, and 
there's a number of bylaws that are still published within the database that actually were repealed 
by an ordinance some years ago, but no action has been taken in relation to those bylaws. So I 
don't believe anybody's rights have been impacted just simply by the errors that are within there 
that we've identified.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Thank you. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you. Any further comment? No.  
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It is resolved by the Legislative Assembly on the 26th of September, 2024 that the report of the 
Attorney General submitted to the Legislative Assembly under Section 15 2 of the Law Revision 
and Publication Ordinance 2017 is approved under Section 15. 4b the B, that the Assembly 
recommends that the Governor makes an order in the form or in substantially similar form to the 
order annexed to that report, and the defects of the statute law database should be rectified 
accordingly 
 
Thank you.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Reports, Portfolio Reports, the Honourable John Birmingham. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, I will speak to my portfolio, so I'll begin in Tussac 
House and the Community Support Team, it has been widely reported, there have been some 
delays in the construction works of Tussac House, which means that, at present, the Directorate 
of Health and Social Services now expects the handing over the building by about the middle of 
November, with residents moving not too long afterwards. 
 
In July, the Care of Health Services received Mr Lee Reid in the Islands. He is now the Head of Care 
Services, which is a new role and will oversee the management of Tussac House as well as well as 
other services, care services away from Tussac House that will continue to operate in the 
community, and some of the smaller satellite residential care packages directly delivers. 
 
Mr Reid is an experienced care professional from Scotland who brings with him a wealth of 
experience operating at all levels within the care sector, and will help the department manage the 
changes in operations that will be necessitated by the opening of Tussac House. 
 
As of September 24 there were 54 individuals under the care of the community support team, all 
requiring different levels of input, ranging from a dressing change to 24/7 days a week care. I'd like 
to recognize the important work that our fantastic team of carers, nurses and support staff in this 
department do, and extend my thanks for their continued commitment. 
 
The opening of Tussac House will no doubt bring additional challenges for a period of time, while 
we adjust to new ways of working, but it is an excellent opportunity to focus attention on this 
essential part of the Health and Social Services directorate. 
 
Recognizing this, over the last year the Directorate and the Safeguarding Adults Board have 
focused on staff development in the care sector. To that end, a new four day course for adults and 
care and adults in the Falkland Islands that is mandatory for all staff across FIG working in care 
has been launched. This project involves a lot of collaboration between Social Services and the 
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Community Support Team. The program is supported by and includes contributors from 
individuals with lived experience of receiving care, and has been developed in collaboration from 
professionals within the Falkland Islands Government.  
 
Medical Treatment Overseas. In my last update, I reported on a very welcome visit to the islands 
by a delegation from the British Hospital in Montevideo. During this visit, it was agreed to work on 
a memorandum of understanding to deepen the relationship between the KEMH and the hospital 
in Montevideo, as well as to review the financial arrangements between the two institutions. I'm 
pleased to be able to update that this work has progressed and that the new pricing agreement for 
the KEMH is now already in place. 
 
This will ensure improved taxpayer value for money, whilst continuing access to a very much 
respected institution. Medical Treatment Overseas will always remain a critical element of the 
KEMHs operational model in the foreseeable future. 
 
In the 2023-24 financial year a record 277 patients received an element of care overseas, an 
increase of 57 from the previous financial year. However, once the effect of catching up on the 
backlog of hips and knee replacements is excluded, the increase will be much smaller; it is 
hoped.  
 
Electronic Patient Record Replacement.  In my last update, I reported that the Directorate were in 
the process of evaluating tender responses in response to a tender to replace the Patient Record 
System at the hospital, the tender process for a replacement Patient Record System has now 
been closed without the awarding of contract due to local infrastructure limitations. This tender 
process only allowed for local server hosted systems to be considered. This limited considerably 
the number of potential compliant systems. In order to progress this very critical procurement, 
the project board considered how cloud based systems might be facilitated at the hospital. This is 
with a view to allow the tender to be re-advertised to a wider base of potential suppliers. The 
project remains a very high priority owing to the inherent risk of operating an item of software 
which has now been “sunsetted” by the supplier with limited support available. 
 
The KEMH note the current trial of a low Earth orbit system by the Falkland Islands Government IT 
department and that liaise closely on this matter, the processes and the engagement with the 
market will renew and launch a new tender and now in the preparatory stages. 
 
On KEMH works, ExCo approved two papers that allow the next stages of the redevelopment 
project to proceed. One of these related to repurposing the old physiotherapy area to provide 
expanded laboratory capacity and improved office space. And may I applaud the staff who work in 
the laboratory, they do an enormous amount of work and are absolutely out of sight. 
 
Executive Council also approved funding for the refurbishment of the hospital roof, for the design 
of new stores facility, and for an updated site master planning exercise. While there's a way to go 
to obtain hospital facilities which fully meet contemporary standards, the approval of funding for 
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the master planning is an important step forward. The outline brief of the stores project has been 
agreed upon by the project board and passed to the design team, and costs have been returned 
and approved. 
 
The KEMH Site Master Plan project brief now being issued to the design team also, and awaiting 
costs to be returned. Cost for the roof design has now been returned, and instructions have been 
given again for the design team to start works on the designs for a replacement roof. 
 
Lastly, an additional item of work has been introduced to address the urgent issue with the 
domestic systems within the KEMH.  An outline brief for this work has been developed and 
submitted to the designers, and the second design company is assessing for comparisons for 
best value. It's expected that the first steps will also require a comprehensive survey of the 
existing water system before remedial works can be started. This work is being dealt with as  
separate to the overall development project, but considered very relevant. 
 
There's going to be a hospital inspection. This will happen in November, as had already been 
published, and so I don't intend to discuss again at length here, a further update will be provided 
to the public at the end of this month. The KEMH look forward to proactively engaging with this 
process to help inform future service improvement and development in the Health Service.  
 
Moving to Social Services. Income support, we are in the process of preparing the annual review, a 
statutory requirement under the Financial Assistance Ordinance. The income support workload 
has been rearranged within the team so it can be shared between three social worker assistants. 
This is beneficial as its proved hard to recruit the post and difficult to retain workers in the role. 
 
Probation, in January 2024 our Probation Officer was awarded the Sir Graham Smith Research 
Award by the Probation Institute to carry out research to find out why people choose to engage 
with the probation service on a voluntary basis. It is hoped that this research will give greater 
insight into why people choose to engage with probation services when this is not mandatory, and 
this will improve the probation service as a whole. The Probation Officer in April, also attended the 
Sixth World Congress on probation. 
 
This Congress brings people together from all over the world, and apparently there were 500 
participants from 61 countries, an excellent opportunity to build and strengthen links with other 
probation practices, and practitioners world wide and to learn about new practices and to 
represent the Falklands. 
 
The Probation Officer, is the chair of the Domestic Abuse subgroup for the boards, and she has 
recently produced a draft domestic abuse policy for the Falkland Islands Government, which was 
approved in principle by the Safeguarding Adults Board this month, subject to some certain 
rewording. 
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Jersey House recruitment continues to be challenging, and there are five vacancies out of nine 
posts with the service heavily reliant on casual staff and overtime. But despite this, provision of 
care remains of a good quality for the individuals supported and looked after. 
 
Adult Social Work. The principal of Social Work for adults is committing a lot of time to the 
development of appropriate policy and legislation and improvement of standards through the 
delivery of training. The work is being undertaken to instruct the legal drafting of the Mental 
Capacity Act scheduled for 2025-26. The Deprivation of Liberty, Use of Restraint and Restrictive 
Practices policy was approved. 
 
Children's Services have experienced a particularly busy period with a high rate of referrals in 
June, recruitment of the second children's social worker has been successful, having previously 
been vacant for over a year. This is reflective of the overall picture, with one in five children social 
workers posts in the United Kingdom being vacant. 
 
Up and coming Safeguarding Awareness Day. Finally, I would like to draw attention to the up and 
coming Safeguarding Awareness Day, which will be held on the first of November. The purpose of 
this event is to raise awareness of Adult Safeguarding in the community. Last year's event was a 
great success, featuring contributions from both service providers and multiple organizations; 
this year's event is hopefully going to be even bigger and better. So please do look out for the date 
and time and the up and coming publicity. I would encourage all of those who can attend to do so, 
and by the way, the 10th of October is Mental Health Awareness Day. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, it’s 30 years since I was elected to the Legislature. In the first year or two, 
there was an issue and a problem about service that the Public Works Department was providing, 
one of the Honourable Members of that and other Assemblies, put forward a motion condemning 
the Public Works Department. I objected on the grounds that a department as large as and as 
diverse as the Public Works Department, providing a wide range of services, cannot be 
condemned in such a way. At any given time, things can, for various reasons, not run according to 
plan, this affects all areas and walks of life. Such condemnation is public has an effect on people 
who are trying to provide the service.  
 
We don't have a ministerial system here, but I currently have the privilege of being in the current 
portfolio holder for the Medical Services in the islands. The Medical Department delivers a huge 
and complex range of services, and yes, occasionally things don't go according to plan, but when 
an event occurs or a service user isn't satisfied, there's a laid down pathway to lodge a complaint 
and an appeals process. We now also have a Complaints Commissioner in post. 
 
Currently, there are remarks in the public arena about events that happened some time ago within 
the Falkland Islands Health Service. These were investigated by the police, and the individuals 
went before the courts. All the correct procedures were followed. The courts were held in public, 
and the outcomes were made public. 
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During my public apology, I hope I acknowledge strongly enough that I and many within and 
outside the service understood the distress or worry that these events caused. 
 
The Department, of strength and processes and procedures, and I as portfolio holder, have seen 
and are content that the improvements in electronic security have been made and staff have seen 
and signed an updated confidentiality policy, an update on progress in this area has been 
released. 
 
I say all this because, unlike all those years ago, no one is condemning the whole department, but 
there are members of the current staff in the Medical Services who are suffering unnecessary 
stress caused by the public remarks. If anyone has a grievance or complaint, then please follow 
the correct procedures. 
 
I've just went out for portfolio report. I was pleased to do so. I will end by expressing my thanks to 
all members of the Medical Services here in the islands. Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you. Does any Honourable Member wish to comment? 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his portfolio report. There 
got a few questions sort of arising from that portfolio report. Number one was, I wondered 
whether or not there was a similar MOU with the hospital in Santiago as the one in Uruguay, and 
whether or not, if there isn't, whether or not that would be desirable. 
 
The other issue I'd like to congratulate him on is the inspection in November 2023, I think I raised 
the question about the inspection of the hospital, and at that time there was, the answer was that 
it would need to be put into the next island plan, etc, etc. I would like to congratulate him on the 
speed with which they moved for that inspection, which I think will provide assurance to the 
general public, because it's a public inspection, you know, there will be a public paper arising 
from that. I think that's a step in the right direction. And I think it will also show a great number of 
the services in the hospital are of an excellent standard. So, I think that's a step forward that 
should be welcomed.  
 
And I'd also like to ask whether or not he could update us on the progress in orthodontics, and I 
wondered, how far forward orthodontics has moved. Is there a waiting list, or is that up to date 
and people are getting the treatment that we asked to be put in place? Thank you. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham  
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Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, the agreement with the hospital in Montevideo 
has just been set in place. Currently, there is not one with the clinic in Santiago, but I shall pass on 
your comments and we'll see what's going to come with that.  
 
On the inspection, I thank him for his kind words. We all in the Assembly were in on this and in 
fact, including the staff in the hospital, everybody can see that the having such an inspection and 
the start of a rolling program over the coming years has to be welcomed. Anything that can 
improve the services has got to be welcomed.  
 
On orthodontics, there is a level of orthodontic work carrying on. Our senior dental officer is 
participating in that, and is taking the lead in that and with access very quickly and relatively 
easily, with a consultant in the United Kingdom. So orthodontics is continuing as to the numbers, 
I'm afraid I'll have to get back with the numbers.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker, I have quite a few questions for the Honourable Member. The 
first was, and I think I missed this, I may have missed this, it may have been contained, and if that 
is the case, then I apologize, but it was the final date for the opening of Tussac House.  
 
And the other question is, in relation to the laboratory works, which are so very extensive, but just 
whether that's had an impact on any of the operational duties of our lab team and an update on 
how it's going. But I have said if he doesn't have that information available, that a written answer 
at the next Assembly would be acceptable there.  
 
Just to note in comment to the last area that he pointed to, which was on failures, I would like to 
say that I think it would be argued by those who suffered some unimaginable distress at a 
particularly distressing points in their lives, that I think they would dispute that all correct 
procedures were followed, and I think lessons that have been learned from the failures of policy 
and procedure, it is important that we, as a Government and as the medical services team, 
continue to reflect upon that. And something that has been expressed to me by those individuals 
who did suffer unimaginable distress, and it's worth reminding, worth remembering, that, is that 
we all want the services to be better. And I think that's it. That is a common ambition that's held by 
KEMH, by MLAs, as well as by those who, absolutely abhorrent situation were let down by the 
policy and the procedures that were then in place or not implemented properly. And I think, yeah, 
we do want to get make sure that all of the medical services and our social services team do feel 
insulated and protected in their work, and that patients are not concerned that their safety or their 
information is not going to be protected by accessing those services, so that that is a faith that we 
hope to win back, and a trust that we do hope to win back from the public as well. Thank you 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
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Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, I'll take the questions as they came, as far as I'm 
aware, the changes up in the laboratory are having no effect on the operational activities certainly 
will come to me, no operational problems that I am currently aware of. 
 
The date of Tussac House opening, the handover of keys is about 15th of November. That's 
currently the date. Look what happens when you're busy making plans for life. The actual moving 
date for the residents hasn't been set yet. And the reason it hasn't been set yet is because mid-
November, we don't know, could turn to the end of November. You're then approaching the 
Christmas period, and there are thoughts that moving elderly people to a new environment might 
not be the best time to do that so I'm afraid I can't give a date to that.  
 
And on the last piece, you would have to have a heart of stone not to sympathize with the events 
that occurred with the data breaches. I may do many things, but I'm not stone hearted, but there's 
been vast improvement. Everybody has really gone as far as they can to improve the systems that 
are there, and ultimately what happened was a breach of trust, and you cannot legislate for a 
breach of trust, but please don't think that nobody is any less concerned at the welfare of people 
who have suffered in the past. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Any further comment?  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I serve as deputy to MLA Birmingham on the medical portfolio. Just like 
to put one thing to the Honourable Member. I listened to his report very carefully, and I think both 
he and the department, which is a difficult portfolio indeed, have actually been very, extremely 
modest when he spoke of the savings that have been made with the hospital in Montevideo on the 
value for public money. As I believe the discount we had was 10% and there's now three times 
that. So, I think he's been a little modest. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I don't know what to say, but I thank him for his kind remarks. And you're 
correct, and it is another example of staff trying their damnedest to do a good job. Thank you.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Is there any further comment? No. We'll move on. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Portfolio report, the Honourable Gavin Short.  
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The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, as you'll recall from my last update, a workforce development strategy 
for the Falkland Islands was approved by ExCo last year, with an implementation plan approved 
by the Skills Assessment Council in April, and in August ExCo approved a proposal to tender for 
development of a Falkland Islands recruitment and relocation portal. This portal was a 
recommendation of both the 2018 labour force development project and the current workforce 
development strategy, and would be designed to market the Falklands as a place to relocate, 
proactively attracting skilled migrants for whom the Falklands are a lifestyle match and who may 
be more likely to stay long term. It is expected this tender will be launched in the near future.  
 
Following the first case of avian flu in Stanley last year, the Policy Department, working closely 
with the Falkland Islands Tourist Board and Veterinary Service, developed a Support Scheme for 
businesses affected by FIG imposed closures due to avian flu. As we expect to see cases of avian 
flu in the coming season, or tourist season, in August ExCo approved an extension to the scheme 
on the same terms and conditions the extended scheme began first of September, 2024 will run to 
the 7th of April 2025. 
 
The team welcomed Matt Daniel as a policy advisor in May, Matt has been leading on scoping for a 
refresh of the Falkland Islands economic development strategy, and has begun meeting with 
stakeholders. The information gathering process will continue throughout the end of the year with 
a plan to have a draft completed in the first or second quarter of 2025. Matt also leading a 
consultation on the accommodation offset for the national minimum wage, which defines the 
value of employer provided accommodation that can be counted towards the minimum wage. 
 
In June, the Policy Department published the 2021 and 2022 national accounts and FIGs 
economist presented on the results of this analysis during Farmers Week. The 2023 national 
accounts have recently been completed and will be published in due course. During Farmers 
Week, the team also participated in discussions regarding Department of Agriculture's proposal 
for a “set aside” program and sessions on tourism and infrastructure.  
 
FIGs HR Department have welcomed Jackie Cotter as the new HR Office Manager, and anticipate 
additional new staff starting in the next few months. Work continues on identifying ways to 
streamline processes, including a delegated process for making minor changes to the FIG 
establishment that don't affect the headcount or cost, which was approved by ExCo in June. While 
wide ranging review of allowances was paused last year, targeted work was undertaken to 
address specifically identified issues, such as those related to on-call payments. A proposal to 
implement a tiered on-call system based on the required speed of response was approved by 
ExCo this week, I believe.  
 
Finally, I would like to wish the very best to Sally Heathman, who has moved on from the PR and 
media team to the education section of the FIG and to thank her for the work that she put in during 
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the time with the policy unit, at times on her own and in pretty difficult circumstances. We shall be 
welcoming a new head of PR and media very soon, and the announcement will be made at the 
appropriate time, and I presume, via the PR and media department. 
 
Moving on to FIDC. With the start of the 2024-25 fiscal year, Falklands Government formally 
agreed to carry over FIDCs Environmental budget, which will allow FIDC to continue financing the 
green business program. After its first full year of implementation, the FIDC green business 
program finished the 2023-24 fiscal year having allocated 30% of the total budget, which was 
£750,000 for the entire 2023 24 fiscal year, green business program grant funding awarded 
amounted to £169,522, and loan funding awards amounted to £58,868.  
 
The inaugural Economic Development Forum was held during the first week of July as part of the 
Rural Business Association's Farmers week. FIDC successfully hosted Debbie Summers, 
Executive Director for New Zealand based ID Tours limited, Chris Shermanrook, Chief Executive 
Officer of Maritime UK and David Ross International and investment director for the UK Agritech 
Center.  
 
As of the 30th of June 2024 all subscriptions to the FIDC Portfolio Participation Program were 
allocated, and FIDC has received all £500,000 payments of monies. It is anticipated the FIDC 
board will be in a position to approve a project for use of the PPP monies before the end of the 
2024 calendar year.  
 
Renovations are complete of 13 cabins at Hillside business park with 11 tenants open for 
business, FIDC has allocated 12 cabins at Hillside business park, with seven available for 
applicants. The timeline for completion of renovation work for all remaining cabins is now 
December 2024. As an on-going project, construction schedules are subject to change.  
 
As of the time of writing this report, FIDC is awaiting a response from the construction company: 
Falkland Islands Company or FIC, on solutions to potential works on the roof that may delay the 
completion of the Wool Warehouse. FIDC is still waiting on Public Works Department to provide a 
date to connect the Wool Warehouse to the main power grid. 
 
FIDC is also waiting for an update from FIC on a schedule of works to change the door location on 
the compressor shed. FIDC currently cannot provide a date on when the warehouse may be ready 
for certification, or a date for the future tenant. That's the Falkland Islands Wool Company for 
handover.  
 
Tourism.   Crews and land-based tourism generated £15.2 million combining the 2023-24 crew 
season and overnight land based visitors in 2023. This marks a 37% growth on the previous year, 
and marginally beats the best ever year, which was 2019. 73,191 cruise passengers arrivals spent 
£7.3 million, whilst land based tourists spent a total of £7.9 million. These statistics are now 
available in our annual statistics report, which is available on the FITB website, the first cruise 
vessel for the 2024-25 season, the Magellan Explorer visited a Camp location, which was 
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Saunders yesterday, and this morning is here in Stanley. And I hope all aboard enjoy their visit to 
our wonderful country. 
 
The total number of cruise passengers expected this season, if the vessels are at capacity, is 
93,000, about 10,000 less than the 2023-24 season. This is largely due to Celebrity Cruises 
repositioning their vessel for one season. If we have a reasonable season without too many 
weather cancelations, we should realize numbers similar to last season. 
 
FITB has launched an online tourism Statistics System to provide up to date intelligence on the 
sector for both FIG government agencies and the private sector, Customs and Immigration and 
the FIG ICT department have been very helpful, linking their databases to provide monthly arrival 
data as well as FIGAS, Workbook Services and the accommodation sector who submit monthly 
data for the system. 
 
On the 08th August 2024 FITB took over the running of the shop formerly known as the Pod at 
Mount Pleasant complex as the second Visitor Centre. We will be working with providers to 
ensure all local suppliers have direct access to the market and MPC for tours, accommodation, 
food and gifts. The FITB strategy was completed in the middle of June, and it was then put out for 
further consultation with the industry. The feedback will go to the next FITB board meeting, which 
is happening this Friday afternoon, before being put forward to the Executive Council. 
 
Although the Falkland Islands Tourist Board are the client and not in charge of the project, we 
have been taking a keen interest in the works on and to the side of the public jetty. And I will take 
the following from the open section of the managing director's report that will be delivered to the 
board Friday afternoon; `despite some difficulties positioning the concrete sinkers and getting the 
CPLEX and engineers to the Falklands, the finger pontoon is now in situ and ready operationally. 
The works on the jetty extension for the second gangway is complete, there is delay in the 
installation of the additional security shelter. There were problems with the original supplier, so 
another one had to be identified. It is expected that the new shelter will be installed in November. 
To ensure the two way system can operate as planned the new fencing and handrail will be 
extended to abut the existing shelter and removed to accommodate the new shelter upon 
installation. The remainder of the works, including the installation of new lighting, will be 
completed as soon as is possible.`  
 
I think I can speak on behalf of FITB when I say that we very much welcome the very recent 
announcement that the flight between the Falkland Islands and Brazil will once again be 
operating, although the start date is not known to us at the moment, and I suspect there will be a 
lot of work to be done in the background before we do see it touching down in the Falklands. This 
will remove one of the choke points to the expansion of landfall tourism here in Falklands, and I 
very much look forward to watching it to become a real success. 
 
Ending the section of my report for tourism, I'd like to say a big thank you to Sure, who have been 
spotted working on the door of the red phone box on the green just down from the Globe. The 
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hinge failed at the end of the last tourist season and whilst I'm not sure whether the phone box has 
ever been used for the purpose that it was put there for, it is a great tourist attraction. 
 
Finally, Madam Deputy Speaker, I left the best to last, and that is SAERI, who report that the winter 
period continued busy at SAERI Falklands science and projects. New grants include two Darwin 
Plus funded projects, one plant impacts on Falkland Islands, past, present and future freshwater 
dynamics. The project will assess changes in surface water and soil moisture over the past 30 
plus years using satellite imagery. The project will also model future scenarios and identify 
habitats and areas prone to drying. A key part of the project will be identifying potential options for 
climate change resilience and mitigation.  
 
Partners include FIG, DOA and the UK centre for Ecology and Hydrology, recruitment for the 
project has been completed with the appointment of a GIS freshwater project manager who is due 
to start on the first of November. The duration of this project is two years.  
 
And the second project is three research infrastructures, carbon uptake, Southern Ocean as an 
EU consortium, with the grant, I think of about 9 million euros. The project integrates efforts from 
multiple research institutes. Together, these organizations will develop technology and methods 
to address the major ocean relevant uncertainty in the global carbon cycle, which impedes policy 
development in which, due to the importance of the remote Southern Ocean, requires the 
combined efforts of robotic citizen science and human operating platforms.  
 
A new PhD student has joined the SAERI team, starting in October 2024 a PhD student will study 
Falkland Islands Rock Hopper penguin ecology, the PhD will assess how environmental variability 
impact foraging behaviour and analyse a population trend over time; numbers of breeding pairs 
relate to ocean climate. 
 
There is currently an eight strong cohort of PhD students that will be using the Falklands as its 
study base, a PhD student working on kelp begins her field season with SAERI in September. This 
project will identify the species living on the two main species of kelp in the region, that's Giant 
Kelp and Bull Kelp, examine the role of rafting in species range extensions and understand 
whether they pose through as vectors for marine invasive species. 
 
In collaboration with the FIGs Fisheries department and FIFCA, SAERIs seal by-catch project 
continues to make excellent progress. The project's key focus is understanding the factors leading 
to an increase in seal fishery interactions, and with project partners, develop recommendations 
for future by-catch management. For our industry funded Elexa project, our biological 
oceanographer, has just drafted a paper outlining the findings of the project for a peer reviewed 
science publication. 
 
On the international side, SAERI has a number of grant applications submitted and continues to 
maintain healthy project outline, updates will be provided as they progress. Recruitment for a 
scientist to fill the role under our eMod net parameter is now in completion. The aim of this project 
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is to standardize approaches to seabed habitat mapping in the EU overseas countries and 
territories and the UK overseas territories in the Caribbean. We have recently recruited for a role 
to SAERI for supporting data management in the Namibian led consortium of partners 
implementing a project to effectively manage the Namibian Island marine protected area. 
 
Looking at SAERI Falkland Islands Limited or SFL, SFL is undertaking a range of projects, including 
supporting the ACAP, that's the agreement on the conservation of albatrosses and petrels by 
developing by-catch reporting databases for the organization and that's JNCC funded. Working 
with the fishing industry on by-catch reporting precision and fishing and sustainability, including 
MSC certification of toothfish; working with FIG partners on a number of projects in the Falkland 
Islands, including FEMA commercial services and FIDC; working with Navitas on their 
environmental impact assessment for the Sealion field, developing digital projects for local 
charities, including Antarctic Research Trust and Southern Heartbeat, working with the University 
of Liverpool in the Turks and Caicos Islands to map seabird habitats, and that's the Darwin Plus 
main funded working with the St Helena government and the JNCC on sustainable management 
of St Helena's national conservation areas, as with the SAERI SFL continues to have proposals 
submitted and in review and maintain a healthy pipeline of projects locally and across the UK, 
OT’s and Namibia.  
 
SAERI are sincerely grateful for the continued support and enthusiasm from the Falkland Islands 
Government in its development and we will update you on SAERI’s progress and activities 
throughout the year.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, for a truly Falklands born and based organization with a very small core 
staff, I hope that you and Honourable Members will agree that in SAERI, we have an organization 
which the Falklands can be extremely proud of, which is spread from the Falklands to become an 
internationally recognized and respected entity which continues to grow, and punch well above its 
weight, and which adds real value and activity to our economy. This Madam Deputy Speaker  
brings my report to the House to an end. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker, I thank my Honourable Colleague for extensive portfolio 
report. I first like to address his point, and agree with him that I think SAERI is a real asset and 
credit to this country, but also to global science and research and conservation efforts. 
 
And I'd also like to thank the team for one of the groups that they partner with in Namibia, Blue 
Kelp, we had the pleasure, me and a number of MLAs, had the pleasure of meeting yesterday at 
the visit extended through FIDC, I believe, to allow them to come and see the Falklands, to be able 
to assess whether the farming and harvesting of Kelp, giant kelp would be appropriate to Falkland 
Islands. So a really interesting visit and an interesting couple of people to talk to yesterday. So, to 
thank both FIDC and SAERI for allowing that to happen.  
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My question to my Honourable Colleague, is this week, in fact, Falkland Islands Government or 
Executive Council considered cruise ship clash days, and whether he could update the House 
whether clash days will be minimized in future.  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for her observations, and also a 
question as to her observations. Yes to the departments who I do represent, both SAERI and FIDC 
were, I think, being very modest, as neither mentioned that Blue Kelp was visiting the Falklands, 
but it was a very, very interesting session that we had with him yesterday and I wish him well in his 
endeavours, and obviously one of the real worries I had about the introduction of the kelp species 
to the Falklands, and cross pollination, if the kelp does that sort of thing, was sort of being wiped 
away, as the kelp used will be, actually Falklands kelp, from here in the Falklands.  
 
To move to her question, I'm hoping somebody who sits in Executive Council may be able to help 
me on this one, because I'm not a member of Executive Council, and I don't know if ExCo changed 
anything on the paper that was submitted to them on Clash days. I mean, I believe the option was, 
I think it was to go for B, which is a Points Based System, but to keep it in the back pocket, not to 
implement it at the moment, because clash days do seem to be actually minimizing, but if they 
start going up again, basically we are to go back to ExCo to seek approval to pull the trigger, but I 
would need an ExCo member please to clarify if the paper was passed or anything changed.  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I can confirm that the paper wasn't changed. You know, it is under review 
for a Points Based System, but that nothing is changing at the moment because the number of 
clash days has gone down, and there will still be work, I think, being done to try and avoid clash 
days in the future.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
And the paper is also public, will be public and already published. 
 
Any further comment? 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his report, one of the things that I didn't hear in there 
was rent to buy or right to buy on Government housing. There's a project for that now and we've 
been waiting anxiously for that to come forwards. I wondered if you can give a time scale on when 
we're going to see some proposals on that. It's been in the works for quite some period, I'd like to 
see that moving forward.  
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I'd also like to congratulate him on the success, I think, of the grants and loans scheme, which I 
think is improved from FIDC over the last year or so. I just wondered when there was going to be 
an analysis of the effect and the outcomes of the improvement in that scheme, and whether or 
not you know. I think you can always update these things, and I think you should analyse the 
success of those schemes, of whether or not the amounts are the right amounts, or whatever. It 
would be good to see what the outcomes have been. I've noticed that there are far more grants 
and loans going out, which is great news. I think the Development Corporation is supporting 
people much better than it did perhaps a year or two ago. 
 
And the other thing I'd like to ask on the warehouse. I just wondered, can you confirm that it isn't 
the rectification works will not mean that the budget will be exceeded. I understand the 
corporation is holding back a significant amount of funds on that project until the work is 
completed. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
I thank the Honourable Roger Spink for his series of questions, dealing with the Wool Warehouse, 
yes; we are retaining a substantive amount of money from that contract. And will it pass beyond 
that? I don't know. There has been a person down here, I believe, representing the Falkland 
Islands Company to look at that roof, who was due, I think to arrive last Saturday. I haven’t heard 
whether the person did or didn't, we'll be giving them a very short time to come up with a solution, 
because the clock is ticking on that. But I mean, it is our intention that it should not cost us 
anything that was a fixed price contract. 
 
Moving on to your analysis of loans, I suspect that is something that will be happening, and 
probably is something like, almost happening as we go along to make sure we're getting or having 
the effect that we want to have with our loans. Because you're right, and some of them were found 
wanting in the past, and certainly the amounts that was being, some of those loans and grants 
were not right. They have been changed and I think, you know, a lot has changed within FIDC since 
the review a couple of years ago now. And you know, I think they've really taken it on board, and 
they've become far more nimble, dynamic in the way they interact with customers. And certainly, I 
do very much like their probably facing front page for applications nowadays which, which indeed 
has, has resulted in your contact being made, I think most cases, within 24 hours of somebody 
putting in a request.  
 
And I know there's a third thing you spoke to me a bit, but yes, that's what it was, sorry, the Rent To 
Buy scheme, I think I should call this. What I can tell you is that I can't really give you what I think 
that you want MLA Spink, but the person working on the Rent to Buy scheme is on leave until next 
week, so I'll be able to give a more detailed update on the Rent to Buy scheme when that person 
returns to the office. 
 
However, I did note from my recent portfolio meeting with the policy unit that they working with 
PWD, and we're at that stage awaiting feedback on the methodology for obtaining valuation, but 
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as I say, once the person who is back and who is dealing with this is back in the office, I can give 
you a more substantive answer, and I apologize for not being able to do it in time.  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
I thank my Honourable Colleague for his reply, and perhaps that the Honourable Chief Executive 
could expedite things on this. It's been a long time in the making. The rent to buy, and quite 
honestly, you know, we need to get on with it if we're going to do it or forget about it completely. 
But I think there is a will to get on with it. But I think some of these things could be sat down 
around the table and worked out quite quickly. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, yes, of course, I do have an initial policy paper that I've been 
reviewing currently that deals with some of the issues around what a Rent to Buy scheme might 
look like, but there are a couple of other issues that I think, MLA Spink is quite right, that actually 
we probably sit on the table and think about what the parameters of such a scheme should be. 
Thank you. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Any further comments? 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Order of the day, Bills; Supplementary Appropriation 2024 - 2025 Bill, 2024 this bill has not been 
Gazetted, and we go to the first reading.  
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I beg to move the first reading of the bill.  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
I second the motion.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
The motion is that the bill be read a first time. Any objection to the motion? No objection to the 
motion, the bill will be read at first time.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
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Supplementary Appropriation, 2024 to 2025 Bill 2024 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, this Bill provides a supplementary expenditure in the 2024-25 year of 
£1,898,386 pounds. These funds relate to carryover of unspent funds from the 2023-24 financial 
year, which includes £956,000 pounds of expenditure that has been committed for but not spent, 
and £943,000 pounds of accruals, where FIG is awaiting invoices and final charges to come 
through for services and goods received in the previous financial year. A full departmental 
breakdown is included in the schedule of the Bill.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I beg to move the Bill be read a second time.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you.  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
I second the motion.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you. The motion is that the bill be read a second time. Does any Honourable Member wish 
to speak to the motion? No objection. The bill will be read a second time. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Supplementary appropriation, 2024-2025 Bill 2024 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
There is no debate. Is there any objection to dealing with this Bill by the short procedure? No 
objection. Does any Honourable Member wish to propose any amendments to the wording of the 
Bill? No. 
 
I declare that the bill will be read for a third time and do pass.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Supplementary Appropriation 2024-2025 Bill 2024 
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Administration of Justice (Amendment) Bill 2024, this Bill has been Gazetted and we go to the 
second reading.  
 
The Honourable Jack Ford  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I'd like to move the second reading of the Bill; by way of explanation the 
amendments of the Bill seeks to insert new section 60 A into the Administration of Justice 
Ordinance 1949, the clause allows a waiver of fees in civil or family proceedings introduced as a 
statutory scheme by which the Head of Courts may waive the court fee in civil or family 
proceedings for an applicant in their own right. There are currently no powers from the Ordinance 
for a fee to be waived.  
 
The eligibility criteria for the scheme provides that the applicant is not reasonably able to afford to 
pay the fee or the proceedings concerning constitutional issues to stand for question of law or 
other matter of significant public interest, and the proceedings are unlikely to be commenced or 
continued unless the fee is waived. In either case, there is a merits test that the Head of Court 
must find it would be in the interest of justice to waive the fee. In determining whether or not a 
person is reasonably to afford to pay a fee, the Head of Courts has a statutory decision making 
power has a duty to exercise their discretion in every case by applying their mind to the 
circumstances of the case. 
 
They can't fetter their own decision or seek to avoid, or attempting to exercise it by issuing 
guidance and setting floor or ceiling figures, which, in effect, would make that just a decision in 
advance to determine whether or not a person can reasonably afford a fee. In determining 
whether or not granting a waiver would be in the interest of justice, and it, of course, will consider 
the nature of the application and whether or not it is reasonable in all circumstances for the case 
to be bought or defended, or for a person otherwise to participate in proceedings. 
 
There is also the option for a person who has paid the court fee to be refunded within three 
months of paying the fee, if the Head of Courts accept the explanation of why an application was 
not made before the fee was paid. 
 
The Head of Courts may ask for supporting information to assist them with assessing and 
deciding an application, may allow postponement of payment of a fee pending a decision on the 
fee waiver application. Any applicant, aggrieved by the decision by the Head of Court's may ask 
for a decision to be reviewed by the Senior Magistrate within 14 days. 
 
Court rules currently exempt people receiving legal aid from court fees, but that only covers 
people who need assistance with a lawyer and qualify under legal aid ordinance. It does not 
cover, for example, a person who can represent themselves without needing a lawyer.  
 
Certain court proceedings have been exempt from the court fee waiver scheme. These exempt 
proceedings, are set over the court fees waiver rules to 2024 and are excluded, so that there is 
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consistency with the legal aid scheme, and there is no legal aid available for the excluded 
proceedings. The proposed amendment to the Administration of Justice Ordinance also excludes 
proceedings in the Court of Appeal because the court already has its own power to waive fees 
under the Court of Appeal rules in 1997. Madam Deputy Speaker, I beg to move the second 
reading of the bill. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
I second the motion. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you. The motion is the Bill we be read a second time. Any objection to the motion? No 
objection. The Bill will be read a second time. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Administration of Justice (Amendment) Bill 2024 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak on the Bill? There is no debate. Is there any objection 
to dealing with the bill by the short procedure? No objection. Does any Honourable Member wish 
to propose any amendments to the wording of the Bill? 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, normally, I don't want to appear pedantic, but we 
do see these small omissions coming back and so on short track procedure, the two A, if you look 
on the second line down, it says Madam Deputy Speaker, may if he thinks fit, so will that change 
anything in this or is that just an explanation in 10 years’ time that won't have to come back and 
take up a wet afternoon to get the paperwork together to change it? 
 
Attorney General  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, the issue that the Honourable John Birmingham raised relates to some 
text in the order paper, rather than the text of the bill itself, and it will have no impact on 
legislation. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you. I declare the Bill will be read a third time and do pass. 
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Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Administration of Justice (Amendment) Bill 2024 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Complaints Commissioners (Amendment) Bill 2024, this bill has been Gazetted, and we go to the 
second reading.  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
Madam Speaker, Honourable Members, I beg to move the second reading of the Bill. Madam 
Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, the role of the Complaints Commissioner is established 
in the Constitution, and they are appointed by the Governor under the Complaints 
Commissioners Ordinance 2010, section five of the ordinance provides for a daily attendance 
allowance to be paid for each day that the commissioner is engaged in the performance of their 
functions. The amount of the allowance is set by the Governor by notice published in the Gazette.  
 
In June 2024 a new Complaints Commissioner was appointed, and an agreement was reached 
with them for payment of an allowance of £45 pounds per hour, translating to a daily amount of 
£337.50 per day, plus an annual retainer of £1,000, travelling and accommodation expenses, and 
subsistence may be claimed at the same rate applicable to government employees.  
 
The agreement, unfortunately, is not aligned to the enabling ordinance. The current section five 
does not allow for payment of a retainer, nor hourly allowances; further, Complaints 
Commissioners attend training and conferences, and the ordinance does not provide for recovery 
of expenses incurred for that. The ordinance only provides for reimbursement of reasonable travel 
and accommodation expenses incurred when performing their functions. The Complaints 
Commissioners (Amendment) Bill 2024 seeks to replace the current section five of the ordinance 
to address the discrepancies between the terms of the recent appointment and the ordinance to 
the amendment amount of flexibility by providing for payment of remuneration, for retainer and 
allowances to a Complaints Commissioner, including the reimbursement of expenses for 
attending training or conferences.  
 
The Amendment Bill also validates notice number 47 of 2024 that was published in the Gazette, 
setting allowances and a retainer for the Complaints Commissioner who was appointed in June 
2024 thus legalizing the terms agreed with him and any payment made before the 
commencement of the bill. Madam Deputy Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate Mr Tom Hill, the previous Director of Education, who has been appointed as 
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Complaints Commissioner. Information on the process for submission of complaints can be 
found on www.pcc.org.fk 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I beg to move that the bill be read a second time. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you. The motion is that the Bill be read a second time? Any objection to the motion? 
 
The Honourable Jack Ford  
 
Deputy Speaker, I second the motion.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you. Does any Honourable Member wish to speak on the Bill? 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I just like to say that obviously having a Complaints Commissioner in 
place isn't just a constitutional requirement. It's a duty that is incredibly important for the 
functioning of our society and our democracy. 
 
And I'm very pleased to know that we have got a PCC appointed now, and because we have 
struggled for some time to recruit to this role, I hope that the amendments that we are making 
today will make that a little bit easier in the future, but we'd also consider feedback from people 
who perhaps inquire into the role as to whether there are any other blockages that they think that 
we can work on to make a more accessible appointments in the future. Thank you. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you. There's no debate. Is there any objection to dealing with this bill by the short 
procedure? No objection. Does any Honourable Member wish to propose any amendments the 
wording of the bill? No objections.  
 
I declare that the Bill will be read for a third time and do pass. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
The Complaints Commissioners (Amendment) Bill 2024. 
 
Motion for adjournment. 
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Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
The Honourable Chief Executive. 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive  
 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, I beg to move that this House stands adjourned sine die  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Do any Honourable Members wish to speak to the motion? 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker, in rising to support the motion, I would first like to highlight 
what is probably in the back of everybody's mind, particularly those who've got tourism business 
around the Falklands, which is the recent news that there's been a confirmed case of avian flu.  
We, of course, remain on alert at all times, and actually passing through the House today, I think it 
was a bit of time to make sure that the National contingency plan for an outbreak of emergency for 
animal disease was kind of well walked through. So there's very extensive plan there that our 
veterinary team has been working on and has reviewed in light of what happened last year, but it's 
very important that we remain as vigilant and I say, as cooperative as we were last year, which 
was something that we did recognize in this House. It doesn't just take a department; it also takes 
landowners support and support from across multiple agencies of Government, as well as other 
groups such as the RBA, to cooperate to ensure that we have the best response to what would be 
an incredibly deadly situation. 
 
I'd also like to thank Andy Watson and the farmers who attended the Q and A session that was 
held with Camp MLAs and the Department of Natural Resources team, as well as FIMCO 
representatives. We're looking forward to arranging a session on the West too, and I'm also 
planning to be over on the West for half-term next this October. So please let me know if you'd like 
me to drop by for a chat while I'm over.  
 
We also have to recognize in the House today, and I think it has been acknowledged a little bit by 
MLA Short, that there's been a recent landmark announcement between the UK and Argentina, 
which will hopefully facilitate some more economic prosperity for the Falkland Islands, but also a 
normalization of a relationship with the continent, which is something we remain committed to. 
 
Taking a little bit of time to thank some good work that's been done in our community, and 
particularly by a member of the Public Works Department. I'd like to thank Mr Hobman for the 
excellent work in maintaining Eliza Cove Tip; unfortunately, we haven't managed to move our 
waste management policy onto a place where Eliza Cove has been capped. But to anybody who's 
come down there, or is planning to go down on the weekend, I'd say, please go have a look at the 
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ditches, the fences everything is being very well maintained, and given the wind that's happened 
recently, it is a challenge. And from what I think, he was out there every day doing his hardest to 
make sure that waste is not blowing into the sea. So I think we can all do with a little bit more 
thanks for people who are doing a very committed job.  
 
And to that end, I'd also like to thank the continued assistance of MPC in helping us on our 
recyclable journey as well, which is an important journey for the Falklands to be on. 
 
And lastly, Madam Deputy Speaker, I'd just like to highlight the Macmillan coffee morning, which 
will be happening tomorrow. I think we all need support at some point in our lives and keeping this 
community close, is important now, as it always has been. So I'd encourage everyone to go down 
from the community. You know, you might meet someone new, you might make new friends, but 
it's also a great opportunity for cake and to fundraise for an excellent cause. So it's between 10 
and 1pm I believe, but go down to the museum and join in. Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Does any other Honourable Member to speak to the motion for adjournment? 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, the first and most important this week is probably 
the agreement between, in effect, the United Kingdom and the country next door. Please be 
assured, I'd like to assure the population that anything that's discussed, any agreement that we 
would be put in place, will only be agreed with if it's in the interest of the Falklands. Will it last? 
Let's see proof of the pudding, as we all know, is definitely in the eating. 
 
We did have, as my previous speaker the Honourable Teslyn Barkman has mentioned, we did 
have a very successful meeting in the Chamber of Commerce last week, and I'm hopeful that a 
meeting of all Honourable Members, because we are all decision makers together, will be held on 
the mainland West Falklands at some point soon. A call from that meeting, a call has gone out 
and see if there are any people interested in participation of a first aid course in the Camp. There 
currently is a very well organized first responders group on the West Falklands. But as we all are 
all aware, there are large areas on the East Falklands that are a long way from medical assistance. 
So please anyone, and that includes people on the outer islands, who is interested in taking the 
first aid course, please make contact with Mrs Katrina Stephenson of the Agricultural Department. 
 
The Public Works Department have now started to distribute containers. First of all, Fox Bay East 
and the outer islands. These are firm materials that recycled items can be put in these containers 
to be returned to Stanley, other sites will follow, and in this House, I would like to thank both 
Public Works Department and Workboat Services for their work in achieving this step forward in 
trying to improve the environment. 
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It was also good to see an inspection team in in the playground in St Mary's, Ashdown Engineering, 
they were, and it just shows that the Falkland Islands Government does take health and safety 
into account, and certainly when it comes to child safety. 
 
One last thing for me and that is telecoms. There will soon be a recommendation from the Select 
Committee, and I hear on the BBC News this morning, Mr Musk has made the Falklands a minor 
headline with some remarks. I would like to make a general comment. I'd like to make it plain that 
I am only interested in doing what's best for the majority of people in the islands. And to me, the 
continuation of a universal service is paramount. 
 
Years ago, a manager in Cable and Wireless told me that “we're a large international company. 
You're a small Falkland Islands Government. We have the buying power to buy technology the 
Falkland Islands Government doesn't. We have the tech available to organize and run it, maintain 
it, and the Falkland Islands Government doesn't.”   Well, Cable and Wireless have gone, the 
Falkland Islands Government’s still here, and technology has moved at the fast pace.  
  
I just like to end with; we are most definitely not size of Ascension Island or St Helena. Thank you, 
Madam Deputy Speaker.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker  
 
Thank you. Any further comments to the Motion to adjournment? No. 
 
The House stands adjourned accordingly. 
 
 
 

 
Confirmed this 31st day of October 2024 
 

 
______________________________ 

                                                                                                         
 Speaker of the House 
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