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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly
Thursday 25 July 2024

Prayers
Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, Ladies and Gentlemen, | bid you good morning and welcome to this
session of the Legislative Assembly.

A quick reminder please, all electronic equipment should be turned to silent or turned off.
The Honourable Jack Ford

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members | would like to make a Statement to this House on the
incident of the “FV ARGOS GEORGIA”.

On the afternoon of Monday 22" July, the Falkland Islands Maritime Authority (FIMA) received
information that the fishing vessel ARGOS GEORGIA, with 27 persons onboard, was taking on
water and requesting assistance some 200 miles east of Stanley. At 4pm local time on Monday
22 July 2024 the crew of the vessel were forced to abandon ship. Communications were quickly
established between the Falkland Islands Government, Government of South Georgia and the
South Sandwich Islands, HQ British Forces South Atlantic Islands, the UK Maritime & Coastguard
Agency, the Argos Froyanes fishing vessel company and other fishing companies with vessels
at sea. Throughout the subsequent Search and Rescue operation all parties have been working
very closely and effectively together in very difficult conditions in order to save the lives of
those involved.

Returning to the events of Monday, the BFSAI A-400M ‘Atlas’ was the first asset on scene and
was able to track and report the positions of the life rafts. Between the BFSAI ‘Atlas’ and A-330
‘Voyager’ aircraft, overwatch was maintained overnight and into Tuesday. Meanwhile FPV
LILIBET, the Falkland Islands fishing vessel ROBIN M LEE and the Chilean fishing vessel PUERTO
TORO also responded to the incident and made best speed to the location overnight. That
evening, operating at extreme range, a Search and Rescue (SAR) helicopter from the BFSAI SAR
Flight operated by Bristow Helicopters attempted to recover personnel from the scene, but the
attempt was unsuccessful in the face of extremely challenging weather conditions at maximum
range and very limited time on scene. The helicopter returned to Stanley Airport to refuel prior
to a second attempt, but the weather worsened further, and rotary wing SAR operations were
suspended.

On arriving at the scene early on Tuesday, the three vessels immediately commenced Search
and Rescue operations that continued throughout the day and into Wednesday. As a result of
very effective teamwork by all agencies and the tremendous efforts of all responders in the
face of appalling weather, 14 crew members were rescued, and 9 bodies were recovered. The
remaining 4 individuals are missing, presumed deceased. 13 of the 14 survivors returned to
Stanley on Wednesday afternoon and were taken to the Lighthouse Mission to Seafarers to be
medically assessed by KEMH staff, given welfare support, provided with clothing and other vital
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items, much of which had been donated by the local community, before being taken to their
accommodation. The 14™ survivor will arrive onboard the ROBIN M LEE today. The bodies of
the deceased are also returning to Stanley onboard both the ROBIN M LEE and the PUERTO
TORO and the horrors that the crews have had to endure in retrieving the bodies of fellow
fishermen, some of whom were known to them, must be acknowledged with profound
gratitude.

The PUERTO TORO has had a particularly difficult time in having to retrieve the bodies of 8
people, without the joy and satisfaction of rescuing anyone alive.

After a comprehensive, multi-agency case review of the situation yesterday morning, a formal
end to the Search and Rescue operation was declared at 07:30 local time, although options for
further search effort for those still missing will be kept under constant review over the coming
days. The follow-on phase is well underway, focused on the needs of both survivors and the
deceased - and the families and loved ones of all those caught up in this dreadful event — not
forgetting the impact on those involved in the recovery operation.

Mr Speaker, I’'m sure | can speak for all in the House as | offer heartfelt condolences to those
families and loved ones that have suffered bereavement - and a speedy and complete recovery

to all those who have suffered during this awful episode.

| also extend my fulsome thanks to all those: military and civilian; ashore and afloat; within
these Islands and overseas, that responded so effectively in this time of need.

Finally, throughout this episode there has been a very significant amount of inaccurate
information emanating from social media and mainstream media alike. The Falkland Islands
Government have been able to release factual information since the incident happened - but
that sometimes comes at a cost in terms of speed - as we have to had to check, add a level of
sensitivity, and check what we say with a number of stakeholders in these situations.

Mr Speaker, this concludes my statement.

Mr Speaker

Thank you very much, Honourable Members. | feel we ought to stand as a mark of Respect for
those who died in this terrible accident.

Thank you. Please be seated.

Clerk of the Assembly

Confirmation of the Records of the Legislative Assembly held on the 5™ and 27" June 2024.
Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, | have before the record of the last two meetings of this Assembly. Is it
your wish that | sign these as a true record? Thank you.
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Clerk of the Assembly
Papers to be Laid on the Table by the Honourable Chief Executive
Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last sitting
of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the Interpretation
and General Clauses Ordinance 1977.

Air Navigation (Fees) (Amendment) Regulations 2024
The Honourable Chief Executive
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | hereby lay the aforementioned papers on the table.
The Honourable Roger Spink
Mr. Speaker, under Standing Order section 41(3), | move that the Air Navigation (Fees)
(Amendment) Regulations 2024 be noted. And by way of explanation, these Regulations are
made under Article 4 of the Air Navigation Overseas Territories Order 2013 number 2870 and
come into force on 1 July 2024. These regulations amend the Air Navigation (Fees) Regulations
2009, the Regulations. Thank you.
The Honourable Jack Ford
Mr. Speaker, | second the Motion.
Mr Speaker
Honourable Members. The Motion is that the Air Navigation Fees (Amendment) Regulations
2024 are noted. Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to that Motion? No debate. Is
there any objection to passing that motion? There's no objection, those Regulations are noted.
Clerk of the Assembly
Questions for Oral Response
Question Number 25/24 by Honourable Teslyn Barkman

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Please can the Honourable Roger Spink outline whether child maintenance is supported by
Falkland Islands Law? Or, whether work in this area is planned?

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.
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The question is understood to be asking if there are effective mechanisms in place in the
Falkland Islands to ensure the financial maintenance of children by their parents (regardless of
the living arrangements of the family).

The principle that parents should be primarily responsible for the upbringing of their children
is reflected in the United Nations International Convention on the Rights of the Child, which has
been extended to the Falkland Islands.

The key legal framework for the financial maintenance of children by their parents in the
Falkland Islands is provided by the Children Ordinance 2014. Schedule 1 provides
comprehensive powers for the making of orders by the court in relation to the financial
maintenance of a child by either or both parents of a child.

An application can be made at any time and does not depend on marital status etc of the family
—the key factor is parental responsibility as determined under the Ordinance. However, child
maintenance orders may also be made as part of separation or divorce proceedings.

The Maintenance Orders (Reciprocal Enforcement) Ordinance 1979 enables the enforcement
of court orders for the maintenance of children in other countries, although the number of
countries designated under this law is very limited (and it appears that it only currently operates
in practice in relation to UK). In particular, it should be noted there is no established route for
enforcing maintenance agreements in Chile for example, through the Falkland Islands courts.

The outdated nature of some of the relevant law, and the current apparent limitations on
enforcing maintenance orders abroad means that there is room for improvement in the legal
framework; although it is not known to what extent attempts at greater international
cooperation in particular might be successful.

Unlike the United Kingdom, the Falkland Islands does not have a statutory child maintenance
service. Having evolved considerably over a number of decades, the UK’s current system, the
Child Maintenance Service, encourages parents to work together to make private
arrangements for maintenance on the basis that collaboration is more likely to be in the
interests of the child. However, the Service provides independent support in establishing and
enforcing maintenance payment regimes where agreement can’t be reached (this can be
critical, for example, in cases involving domestic abuse).

It is not known whether establishing such a service in the Falkland Islands has ever been
considered. Issues of scale and administrative burden would certainly mean that careful
consideration would have to be given to the appropriateness and nature of such a system.

Information has been sought from Court Services, the Social Services Team and Citizens Advice
Bureau (whilst respecting the confidentiality of individuals), to try to establish whether there
are known to be any particular or widespread problems or concerns in connection with child
maintenance in the Falkland Islands. [The Citizens Advice Bureau have not yet provided any
information.]
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It has been noted by those administering it that the law is thought to be fairly simple and
accessible to apply. Applications are fairly commonly made for court orders for child
maintenance, although numbers fluctuate from year to year, so it is difficult to identify any
particular trends. Whilst enforcing a maintenance order abroad takes longer, applicants have
been successful in enforcing orders in UK through the Falkland Islands courts.

Court fees have been thought to be a deterrent in the past, so they have been reduced. And
the very recently proposed court fee exemption scheme is considered to be likely to assist
relevant applicants further.

The Social Services team acknowledge that whilst issues surrounding child maintenance can be
hugely impactful for individuals affected, they do not come to the team’s attention very often,
so are not thought to involve significant or widespread difficulties. It is believed that the
majority of parents try to resolve maintenance matters themselves rather than use the legal
process.

On this basis, there are not currently any plans for work in this area within the Falkland Islands
Government.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Mr Speaker, | thank my Honourable Colleague for outlining the picture of child maintenance in
the Falklands and for adding clarity about what the relationship is with foreign countries so that
maintenance can be paid to support children’s development, and obviously children’s living
situation, which is at the core of that. And, for noting that there are rooms for improvement,
particularly with some of those external relationships. Obviously, there are a couple of areas
in there that I'm not entirely convinced don't require a little bit more further investigation. So,
for example, just kind of trying to think about the person in a situation who is at the point where
either a relationship is broken down, or they are a single parent by virtue of one of the parents
not wanting to have anything to do with the child, or, if a relationship breaks down in a way
that is, not favourable. And he has alluded to, like cases of domestic violence for it, for example.
So poor terms of ending relationship, | would say that, you know, child maintenance itself, it
can be marked by legal complexities, as has been outlined. The route isn't so clear financial
uncertainties and emotional challenges as well, and the additional burden of having to engage
and play out all of this in a court is something that people would probably actively choose to
avoid, not just for financial reasons, emotional reasons, but also in the setting of the Falklands,
which is a small community where then your business becomes everybody's in a small court
area. So, | can completely believe that this isn't something that has been raised and people
wouldn't make themselves known to social services for that reason. So, whether it is a reflection
of there being a clear lack of need, or whether it's just a reflection of the social pressures and
emotional pressures and difficulties around relationships breaking down, influencing that is
something that is unclear, until further investigation, | suppose, is undertaken.

The point of it is that the outcome should always be in the child's interest. And I'd say, given
that there are obviously a lot of different burdens associated with this, unless there is a clear
process, it can be difficult to know whether those child interests are going to be upheld in the
best way. And | suppose that's why the UK went on the journey with its child maintenance
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structure that sat outside of court, gives some kind of statutory framework to help guide
parents. | think that advocacy is actually quite helpful, because it takes it away from it being
one parent having to confront another about what they think is applicable, and then have that
be contested, and then if that isn't agreed, then eventually it may end up in court, but that is
not a desirable situation. But I'd be interested to hear what other people think, and potentially
maybe open up to a debate if necessary. But | do think that there is a lot of care in our agencies
that we'd like to seek good outcomes for children, but just whether the current framework
maybe supports that would be interesting to dive into in a bit more detail.

The Honourable Roger Spink

| thank the Honourable Colleague for her further queries. I'm no expert in this area. We
obviously consulted with the relevant people. | wondered if the Attorney General may have
some further comments on those points, but certainly | don't think there has been a visible
need from the officers who have been dealing with this subject. But perhaps the Attorney
General could.

Attorney General

Thank you, Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Member. | think there is just one point that |
think it is worth just making, in relation to some of the observations made by the Honourable
Teslyn Barkman. In terms of people perhaps being discouraged from applying to courts,
because this could become everybody's business. | think it is the case that those sorts of
proceedings are heard in private. So, it's not, entirely public in terms of all of the information
there. So, | think that is important, because | wouldn't wish people to be discouraged from
taking action. Otherwise yes, | mean, | think, as in the answer from the Honourable Roger Spink,
it doesn't appear to us that this is a significant problem at the moment, but it's always an area
that we would be happy to keep under review, if Members felt it was worth a little bit further
work.

Mr Speaker

Any other Honourable Member wish to comment or raise a supplementary question.
Clerk of the Assembly

Question Number 26/24 by Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Could the Honourable Gavin Short please report back to this House on the work of retirement
living standards?

The Honourable Gavin Short

In November 2021, Honourable Members tasked the Policy and Treasury teams to develop
options for how the Falkland Islands Retirement Pension Scheme (RPS) could be assessed to
determine if it meets the needs of pensioners in relation to expectations of an acceptable
standard of living in retirement.
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In early 2022, Members were presented with four options for how this could be done — all of
which were informed by the gold standard methodology used to determine the UK'’s
Retirement Living Standards, with each option requiring different timescales and resource
commitments.

Vacancies in key roles (both the Economist and Statistician posts were vacant for an extended
period at this time) prevented the work progressing further until the end of 2022, at which
point work began on Members’ preferred approach — which was to carry out a targeted
consultation on an adapted version of the UK model, which would provide Members with
information in the nearer term and in time for 2023/24 budget considerations.

This approach involved adjusting the baskets of goods used in the UK model to broadly reflect
Falkland Islands context, and then consulting with a sample of retired and about-to-retire
individuals across the Islands to establish the levels of those goods and services they felt were
required to reach a minimum standard of living in retirement.

The findings were presented to Members in April 2023 and based on that work, it was
calculated that to maintain an acceptable minimum standard of living in retirement, a typical
pensioner would need a weekly income of approx. £340 per week, or £17,500 per year.

Clearly that represents a significant gap between the expected standard of living and the Fl
retirement pension, which was approx. £8,700 at the time. However, and as my Honourable
Colleagues have previously discussed; it’s accepted by most jurisdictions that a state pension is
not intended to provide the full means to achieve this level of expenditure, and that individuals
would have alternative sources of income i.e. savings and/or an occupational pension, and that
a robust welfare system would supplement additional financial need for those without a full
pension.

Myself and my Honourable Colleagues acknowledged that given the imposed narrow scope of
the work carried out and the small sample consulted; the findings may not have represented
wider public expectations of what a minimum standard of retirement would be.

To get a broader understanding of what that standard might be in real terms, Members
requested that another of the proposed assessment options be pursued. This involved
assuming that there are sufficient similarities in the social and cultural perceptions of UK and
Falkland Islands residents, which would enable the minimum standard of living to be compiled,
by costing the existing UK baskets of goods and services using the Retail Price Index and other
local data. However, this work came with the caveat that the UK model doesn’t account for
Falklands-specific social behaviours which may have a significant influence on budgets e.g. the
relative costs of home-grown produce; community resale marketplace goods; and the
importation of food, clothing, and personal and household goods.

This work was completed in April 2024 — using this price substitution approach it was calculated
that to maintain an acceptable minimum standard of living in retirement, a typical single
pensioner would need a weekly income of approx. £380 or £20,000 per year; a 14% increase
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on the minimum standard determined during the limited-consultation approach, and likely a
reflection of the differences in UK and Falkland Islands consumer behaviours.

While the findings again indicated that our current retirement pension level would not provide
for that minimum standard, | would reiterate that it's widely accepted that the retirement
pension is not designed to solely meet any desired standard of living. Any described standards
are designed to illustrate what life in retirement looks like at different levels.

It’s generally acknowledged that the difference between a person’s desired living standard and
how far their retirement pension goes towards achieving that standard, is made up by a
combination of the individual’s private or occupational pensions, along with other savings and
income. By means of comparison; the UK minimum standard of living in retirement requires an
income of £14,400 for a single pensioner, while the full UK state pension for 2024-25 is £11,500.

To get a better understanding of people’s future quality of life in retirement, my Colleagues and
| have asked the Policy and Treasury teams to compile projections of the future pension
entitlements of current contributors to each of the Falkland Islands pension schemes. This work
will be completed in the coming months and will provide an indication of how many people
may have to rely solely on either a full or partial retirement pension in future years and will
help inform action we can take now to enable and encourage people to think about the
standard of living they will want to have or maintain, and how they can achieve it.

This is not to say that we shouldn’t actively review and adjust the level that our retirement
pension is set at, outside of the annual increases applied during each budget, and taking into
account the findings from the regular actuarial reviews of the Scheme. Of particular importance
is that we continue to ensure that the most vulnerable are supported by government through
financial and other means — namely those who do not or will not have a full pension and/or
other sources of income.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

| thank my Honourable Colleague for his answer, very complete.

Mr Speaker

Any other Honourable Member wish to raise supplementary question or comment?

Clerk of the Assembly

Question Number 27/24 by Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Can the Honourable Leona Roberts please outline work currently being undertaken to review
whether the Childcare Ordinance 2021 was successful in its policy aims?
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The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker, and | thank my Honourable Colleague for the question. The Childcare
Ordinance 2021 put existing policy into law. This was the policy of government subsidy for
childcare which was first introduced in 2018. The subsidy pays registered nurseries and
childminders for each hour of childcare provided and caps the amount parents pay.

The government subsidy of childcare hours was agreed with the intent that it would enable
providers to improve their standards of care and quality, and to meet their obligations with
regard to safeguarding.

To be eligible for the subsidy all providers register on the Childcare Register and have to fully
comply with the Bronze standard of the National Minimum Standards for Childcare. At the
point of introduction in 2018 providers were given 12 months to ensure they could meet the
minimum standards.

Graded levels of payment related to the quality of the provision (Gold, Silver and Bronze) were
then introduced in 2020 to promote nursery settings continuing to improve their offer above
the minimum standards.

Since the policy and legislation changes were made: standards are consistent — all nurseries
and childminders are registered and are inspected annually to ensure that they meet the
standards.

Levels achieved are rising; of the 3 nursery providers, one nursery has attained Gold; one
nursery has attained Silver and the third nursery is at Bronze. This indicates that the policy is
working as intended, as the nurseries are gradually improving the quality of their offer to
parents and children. All childminders are achieving Bronze standard, so they too offer a
consistent care.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for the response and also
for outlining the purpose of the 2018 subsidy. | think that was my main reason for asking, really,
because the 2018 subsidy report, which was, | think, Executive Council paper 84/18 outlined
kind of some quite damning situations that it was trying, or challenges that it was trying to
address. It noted, and I'm quoting it now:

“that the childcare sector in the Falkland Islands have been an area of concern for some time,
both in terms of safety of children and the stability of the sector, where many businesses have
faced persistent financial and operational challenges.

A recent study carried out by the childcare advisory teacher identified that in a single cohort of
Falkland Islands children, 24 out of 46 children entering FS1 are below or considerably below
their age-related expectation in the area of understanding and within communication and
language. It identified that poor adult and child interaction within nursery settings was one of
many factors influencing this”.
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And that was the part that helped me raise the question, because, quite understandably,
parents and businesses want the best outcomes for the children, and it's great to hear that that
standards journey was enabled through the subsidy, but it's also important to understand
whether those attainment levels have improved in reaction to that policy, so that we can
understand how big a factor that one of the factors it is, has been, in addressing supporting
children on their learning development journeys, or whether more needs to be done to support
businesses, but also if there is something else more structural that the government needs to
be doing to help improve and support families and children.

So, | thank her for the answer to the question. It certainly does address whether the standards
have been able to be imparted throughout the nurseries, but | think there is possibly still a gap
there about (maybe it's just my poor question, not going into the detail) about whether the
standards for children, particularly FS1 age, have improved beyond that 24 out of 46, quite a
troubling number. So, maybe that's a follow up question for next Assembly, | do recognize, |
don't want to catch my Colleague off because she wouldn't have the information in front of
her. But perhaps if that could be investigated and then joined up with that, and it will help give
a clear picture as to whether those policy aims have been achieved.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker, yes, and | do thank my Honourable Colleague for this. | think it is really
heartening to see that the policy and the law that we put in place actually has helped in the
nursery setting. And | did ask the question because that was the first thing that came to my
mind was, do we have quantitative data that indicates how those improvements have
manifested in those years?

My understanding is that anecdotally, there is a belief that those standards have risen and that
the improvements are coming through and then are going to be felt, obviously, throughout that
child's learning journey. But perhaps the data is not actually there to support it at the moment,
but | believe that there is a piece of work to be done on that. | think there's also further
conversation to be had about our nurseries. | think they're doing very well, but childcare is
obviously a significant burden on families, and it is important that people are able to get into
the workplace. So, I think this will continue to develop, but it's a good scheme that's in place
and long may it continue, but it's good to see things working as intended. Thank you. Mr
Speaker.

The Attorney General

Mr Speaker, thank you. | think that there are a couple of different issues that | think have come
out as part of the both the question and the answer. | think it is worth just highlighting that
there are these two separate issues.

First of all, we have the Child Minding and Daycare Ordinance 2018 that deals with the
standards of childcare, both childminders and nurseries. And as the Honourable Leona Roberts
said, standards have significantly improved as that ordinance has been introduced. And then,
separately from that, there is also the Childcare Subsidy Ordinance. Now | think that has a
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slightly different purpose, and | think it's important to reflect those two different purposes, and
| think they're both within the scope of the question and the answer that was given. But it was
worth highlighting that there are these two different things. There's one that deals with the
standards of care that are given to children. And the second part of it, in terms of the 2021
Childcare Subsidy Ordinance, is about supporting both parents and businesses for the reasons
that the Honourable Leona Roberts said, to ensure that people are able to work, that childcare
remains affordable for all. And | think there are these two separate issues that it's worth
reflecting on both as well, because the 2021 Ordinance dealt with the subsidy, whereas the
2018 Ordinance specifically dealt with the standards. And | thought it was just important to
reflect that there are two key areas there within the legislation.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

| see where the Attorney General is going, there being part of the policy journey, and reading
both papers, which | do also currently have in front of me, | would beg to disagree specifically
because the Executive Council paper that took the Childcare Bill forward speaks specifically
about putting the Childcare Subsidy Scheme into law. So, it does relate directly to that paper,
but it also references the same part in the Islands Plan 2018-22 which sets a vision that the
Assembly will continually raise standards ensuring better outcomes for every child from Early
Years Learning through Further and Higher Education. So, it does link to those childcare aspects
very directly as well. But | agree that the purpose of the Bill was there to give better structure.
But it does link in the subsidy policy aims directly through specifically the uniting principle being
the Islands Plan 2018-22.

I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague Leona Roberts for adding the anecdotal evidence
specifically on the data, even though it is anecdotal referencing that it that it is and that perhaps
further work needs to be done. There's also, | think, the other key part, which I'm grateful for
her that she raised because it had slipped my mind in my response to her question, which is
that need to have a further deep dive into nurseries and factors affecting the stabilization of
their businesses. And whether, you know, there is more that can be done there. But | think, this
is a really interesting and important piece. And | think certainly at the time in 2018 it was
thought that the childcare subsidy was somewhat of an elegant solution to a problem that was
both within the nursery businesses and within childcare education and would help to support
both, so fully understanding whether it's achieved that is incredibly important. Thank you.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleagues for their replies.
I'd just like to congratulate everybody that's been involved in this on the enormous progress
that has been made in this area. We can always do better, but | think we've made great strides
for the children of Falklands. So, thank you very much.

Mr Speaker

Any other Honourable Member wish to comment or raise a supplementary question?
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Clerk of the Assembly
Motions
Motion number 11 of 2024 by the Honourable Peter Biggs

The Stanley Common (Spoil Tip) Regulations 2024 have been made under section 10 of the
Stanley Common Ordinance 1999 and require approval of the Legislative Assembly before they
may have effect. This House resolves to approve the Regulations.

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, the Motion for the construction of the spoil dump site is
being requested under section 10(b)(ii) of the Stanley Common Ordinance 1999.

The Regulations seek to make provision for the construction of a disposal site, west of the Gun
Club on the Stanley Common. The aim of the site is for the disposal of excavated materials in
the form of soil, peat, clay, rock and vegetation. Materials such as marine material, household
waste, metals, scrap materials, fences and steel, bricks and concrete will not be allowed at the
spoil tip and will be deposited at other sites such as Eliza Cove.

Extensive assessments and surveys have been undertaken of the area with assessments taking
into consideration crucial environmental factors including, important plant areas, the
designation of the Stanley Common as a National Nature Reserve, protected plants and birds,
the movement of invasive species and the prominence of any visual impact.

Other incorporated factors were the location of the anticipated project distribution sites, ease
of development and utilisation of surrounding areas. The expansion of industrial and housing
developments in Stanley has led to an increase of excavated spoil, with the current sites nearing
capacity and therefore there is a need to construct a new spoil tip.

In compliance with the Islands Plan ‘Protecting the Environment’, the site will be responsibly
managed and in accordance with the conditions stipulated in the Planning Permission which
was granted on 05 April 2024. Whilst in operation, the Spoil Tip will be maintained through a
detailed Operational and Maintenance Scheme which shall be submitted to the Planning
Authority for approval and will provide the following details: -

e the operational hours;

e site security measures;

e weed maintenance and control measures;

e dust suppression measures; and

e ground water run off protection measures.

Due to limited resources, full management and control of the spoil tip is not possible. However,
PWD will be at the site at least 2 days per week. Therefore, the monitoring of the Spoil Tip will
be done on an ad hoc basis.
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No authorisation will be required to deposit on the spoil tip and no charges will be applicable
for depositing the allowed spoil at the spoil tip.

No offences and penalties are included in the Regulations. Section 7 of the Ordinance, however,
makes it an offence for a person to dispose of refuse (dirt, ashes, rubbish etc) on the Common
save in a place as prescribed. Contravention is punishable by a fine not exceeding level 6
(£10,000) section 9.

The Spoil Tip will be systematically divided into strips to allow for gradual landscape integration
from east to west supporting progressive remediation, enhancing revegetation by adding
better quality soil and sloping the banks to add a more natural appearance in keeping with the
natural landscape character.

By increasing our knowledge base and awareness of best practice, we ensure FIG acts as a
responsible global citizen and prioritises the most viable ways to ensure an environmentally
sustainable future.

The development of the Spoil Tip west of Gun Club will result in the temporary operational use
of Common Land because once this site reaches spoil tipping capacity, it will be restored to the
Common and a final restoration scheme and after care scheme shall be submitted for approval
to the Planning Authority as required under Condition 4 of the Planning Permission.

Upon the initiation of final restoration and aftercare schemes consideration will be given to
determine whether or not to leave the access road in situ or remove it. Factors attributing to
both options will be reviewed, i.e. environmental impacts, usage and need benefits, cost
analysis, feasibility, etc.

Mr Speaker, | move that the House resolves to approve the Regulations.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

| second the motion

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the motion before the House is that the Stanley Common (Spoil Tip)
Regulations 2024 which have been made under Section 10 of the Stanley Common Ordinance
1999 and which require approval of the Legislature Assembly before it has effect, that those
Regulations should be approved. Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to that Motion?

Is there an objection to passing the Motion? There's no objection. Those Regulations are
approved.
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Clerk of the Assembly
Petition

Petition from Persons Resident in the Falkland Islands, sponsored by the Honourable Roger
Spink

Mr Speaker
| call upon the Honourable Roger Spink to lay the petition on the Table.
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this petition is being presented on behalf of persons
resident in the Falkland Islands. The petition has 2732 signatures of which 316 were
spoilt/invalid.

185 Camp

1482 Stanley

717 MPC

32 undeclared/dual location.

That’s a total of 2416 valid signatures.

The petition reads: The Honourable Members of the Legislative Assembly are respectfully
requested by the undersigned to take immediate steps to abolish the VSAT license fee entirely,
or to reduce it to a proportionate level not exceeding £180 per year.

We also call on the Communications Regulator to give regulatory approval for Starlink to offer
domestic tariffs in the Falkland Islands, rather than forcing people to rely on more expensive
global roaming tariffs.

We the undersigned, residents of the Falkland Islands express our deep concern and outrage
at the recent announcement by the Communications Regulator regarding VSAT licenses and
the threat to prosecute Starlink users. Fast, reliable and affordable Internet access is a basic
necessity in today's world, and it is vital for our community’s, connectivity, economy and overall
well-being.

The key concerns are:

1. Fundamental rights and freedoms: Our Constitution guarantees the fundamental rights
and freedoms of every person in the Falkland Islands, including freedom of expression
and freedom from interference with the rights to receive and disseminate information.
These rights also extend to our correspondence and other means of communication.

2. Disproportionate license fees: The current £5400 annual license fee for using
alternative internet providers like Starlink, is based on SURE’s most expensive package
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and is excessively high. This fee, coupled with the threat of punitive fines up to
£125,000, is effectively a ban for most residents on using alternative internet providers.

3. Necessity in a Democratic Society: Such exorbitant fees and fines cannot be justified as
reasonably necessary in a democratic society. They restrict our ability to choose more
affordable and reliable internet options, impacting our daily lives and freedoms.

Our demands are:

(1) Abolish or Reduce the license fee: We call on the Communications Regulator and MLAs
to abolish the VSAT license fee for using Starlink entirely. If a complete abolition is not
feasible, we urge you to reduce the fee to a reasonable and proportionate level not
exceeding £180 per year.

(2) Approve Starlink domestic tariffs: We also call on the Communications Regulator to
grant regulatory approval for Starlink to offer domestic tariffs in the Falkland Islands.
This would prevent residents from being forced to rely on the more expensive global
roaming tariffs making fast and reliable internet access more affordable for everybody.

By addressing these concerns, you will not only uphold our constitutional rights, but also ensure
that the residents of the Falkland Islands have access to the Internet services they need and
deserve.

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | move that the petition is:

a) Readinto the Record and

b) That it be referred to a Select Committee comprised of all Elected Members of the

Assembly.

The Honourable Leona Roberts
Mr. Speaker, | second the Motion.
Mr Speaker
Honourable Members, in accordance with Standing Order 42(5) the Motion is to be put without
debate, therefore, is there any objection to passing this Motion? There is no Objection, the
Motion is carried.
A Select Committee shall be constituted consisting of all Elected Members of this Assembly. It
shall have a quorum of 6 Elected Members and be chaired by the Honourable Roger Spink, with
a Vice-Chair being the Honourable Leona Roberts. The Committee shall determine its own
procedures and shall hold its first meeting on 15t August 2024 at 10.00 am in this Chamber. The

Select Committee shall submit a report to this House on completion of its deliberations.

Clerk of the Assembly
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A Petition to the Communication Regulator and The Honourable Members of the Legislative
Assembly who are respectfully requested by the undersigned to take immediate steps to
abolish the VSAT licence fee entirely or to reduce it to a proportionate level, not exceeding
£180 per year.

We also call on the Communications Regulator to give regulatory approval for Starlink to offer
domestic tariffs in the Falkland Islands rather than forcing people to rely on (more expensive)
global roaming tariffs.

Reports

Portfolio report - The Honourable Jack. Ford,

The Honourable Jack Ford

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members.

Justin McPhee was appointed Director of Emergency Services & Islands Security and took up
this post from 1°t April and is settling into the role.

A number of Directorate wide training initiatives have commenced with 18 staff attending First
Responder Emergency Care (FREC3) courses provided by a local training provider.

The Directorate working with the FIG Wellbeing Group have arranged for a Trauma Risk
Management (TRiM) training to be delivered in September. This training enables first

responders to receive non-medical mental health support following traumatic situations.

Rovyal Falkland Islands Police (RFIP)

Since the last Portfolio report RFIP have continued to police the Islands with limited number of
experienced staff, however recruitment campaigns have seen a number of appointments that
will bolster the officer numbers and experience levels. We currently have vacancies for
Inspector, Detective Sgt and 1 Police Constable and 1 Detective Constable.

The New Chief Police Officer, Albert Dan has arrived in the Islands.

Two local Officers have recently travelled to attend Royal Gibraltar Police for their initial
training.

The new Joint Control Room project is due to open late September/October 2024.

Partnership work to support the Falkland Islands Safeguarding Board continues as well as work
towards the improvement recommendations from our last inspection.

Officers have maintained visits to West Falkland, Camp and MPC providing a visible police
presence and service to our residents and visitors no matter where they may live.
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The FCDO continue to support RFIP and with the recent successful recruitment should ease the
challenges we have faced and lead to a stronger and more stable police service.

Falkland Islands Defence Force (FIDF)

The Commanding Officer (CO) Maj Daniel Biggs has completed his 8-week Reserve
Commissioning course at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst in the UK. Dan is the first FIDF
Officer to complete this demanding course. Dan received an award for the Best International
Cadet, and | congratulate him on this achievement. The Second in Command (2IC) role was
taken up by Capt Trevor Law on 13 May 2024, a Former Royal Marine Mountain Leader with
over 26 years’ service.

Capt Derek Clarke retired from the force on 30 June 2024 after 52 years’ service to the FIDF and
the Falkland Islands.

Three members of the force travelled to America along with Soldiers from other British
Overseas Territories to train alongside the Royal Bermuda Regiment who hosted a 2-week
annual training camp. This included physical tests, urban warfare, assault courses and
marksmanship training. The FIDF Soldiers performed to a high standard, and it is a great
example of British Overseas Territories working together.

Members of the force were awarded Coronation medals at Government House for service to
HM King Charles, some through representing the force in London who were on Parade for the
Coronation and others due to time served during this period.

The Force has conducted Exercise Cape Bayonet alongside the Resident Infantry Company (RIC)
in the Stanley area. Those who participated proved that working alongside the Resident
Infantry Company in a realistic scenario works well.

An Armourer has arrived from the UK to assess the condition of the ceremonial saluting guns
and undertake repairs. This work has been completed with 2 Small saluting guns ready for
service enabling FIDF to undertake gun salutes. The two Victorian era Hotchkiss guns used on
Victory Green have been assessed as unfit to use in their current condition and will require
further complex repairs to return them to service.

Falkland Islands Maritime Authority (FIMA)

A range of Flag State, Port State Control and Fishing Vessel inspections have been conducted
since the last report, covering the Flag States of Republic of Korea, Taiwan and the Falkland
Islands. In addition, re-inspections have been carried out on fishing vessels that were subject
to improvement notices in 2023, with all those notices being cleared. Following the
inspections, debriefs to operators included areas of focus in order to address shortfalls.

Cooperation between FIMA, Fisheries and FPV LILBET has been very effective during the period
and covered a range of operational activities from the conduct of vessel inspections; dealing
with a reefer grounding; provision of guidance to industry; conduct of medivacs, supporting the
welfare of seafarers and information sharing to increase collective ‘Maritime Situational
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Awareness’ in the South Atlantic. The latter area of business has also seen very productive
interaction with Govt. SGSSI and BFSAI.

A very significant event during the period was the grounding in high winds on the night of
2nd/3 April of the reefer MV FRIO CHIKUMA. Inter-agency co-operation and professionalism
were much in evidence throughout — but pure good fortune also played a very significant role
in the incident. Had the high winds pushed the FRIO CHIKUMA onto rocks, rather than soft
ground, the consequences for life, property and the environment would have been very
different. The incident underscored our vulnerabilities in such circumstances in having no
Stanley-based tug capability.

A progress report on Corrective Action Plans to address the findings from last year’s 1l Code
Audit was delivered during the April meeting of the Maritime Compliance Steering Committee.
At the same meeting, a proposal to establish a ‘Maritime Committee’ broadly along the lines of
the Fisheries Committee to facilitate discussion —and action — concerning the broader maritime
sector was approved. Work is now focused on finalizing Terms of Reference and membership
for the Committee and drafting an ExCo paper on the subject.

Work continues — in concert with other elements of DESIS, DNR, FICAD, KEMH and AG
Chambers - on hydrocarbons preparations, at this stage mainly focused on legislation and the
generation of early draft contingency plans.

In other legislation matters, the Maritime Labour (Amendment) Regulations 2024 were
approved at April’s ExCo, thus bringing our local Maritime Labour legislation up to date against
the International Maritime Organization’s Maritime Labour Convention. Also, work continues
with the Legal Policy Advisor to develop draft Falkland Islands legislation that will allow us to
formally request the extension of the Work in Fishing Convention 2007 (otherwise known as
ILO 188) from the UK to the Falkland Islands.

In June, the Head of FIMA, Harbour Master and FIMA’s consultant Chief Surveyor represented
the Falkland Islands at the annual Red Ensign Group conference in Jersey. The FIMA team
delivered presentations and led discussions on a range of topics, including Search and Rescue,
the Port Maritime Safety Code, tugs, cruise ship visits and the monitoring of Recognized
Organizations when they are acting on behalf of shipping registries.

Most recently, FIMA played a key role in responding to the incident involving the ARGOS
GEORGIA. Again, | would like to express my gratitude to FIMA and to all those responding during
this time of need. This tragic event highlights the importance of the Maritime Authority and the
value of the growth and development of the Authority in recent years.

Falkland Islands Fire & Rescue Service (FIFRS)

Staffing

The department is in a transitional period with the Chief Fire Officer, Gardner Fiddes, retiring
at the end of this month after 34 years’ service. | would like to extend my thanks to Gardner
for his years of service and wish him all the best for his retirement. Group Manager Gerard
Jaffray will take over as the Chief Fire Officer as part of the succession planning with lan France
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becoming the Group Manager and Jeremy Clarke to Watch Manager B. Then recruitment will
start to fill the vacant post.

Three other long standing retained members will also be hanging up their Fire Kit for the last
time at the end July:

Andrew Newman - 15 years

Andrew Brownlee - 30 % years

Derek Clarke - 51 years

| would also like to thank these three for their long service.

The Fire and Rescue Service have received a new Appliance and work is being undertaken to
commission the vehicle into Service.

Two new Portakabin units have arrived to replace two existing storage units, work will be
starting soon to site the units at the Fire Station.

Training
Training is on-going with good attendances and the recruits’ course being completed on 22 July
with their final exercise day. All passed the course.

Callouts

At the time of writing from 7 Feb to 12 July 24 the Fire Service has responded to 75 individual
incidents or requests for assistance. The most significant incident dealt with during that period
was the wildfire on Sea Lion Island.

Fire Service Awards
The new recruits will receive their certificates at GH on 24 July, this date was chosen as those

eligible from the Fire Service will also receive their King’s Coronation Medal, 21 in total.

In addition, eight firefighters will also receive the Queens Overseas Territories Fire Service Long
Service Medal.

Emergency Planning and Resilience (EP&R)

Emergency Planning and Resilience activity in this reporting period saw a continuation of
preparatory work to further enhance our resilience in the Falklands Islands. Activity has
included:

- Management and coordination of an ongoing multi-agency lessons-identified process.
This is where learning opportunities are identified and captured following the multi-
agency response to relevant incidents or other situations.

- Work in support of Aviation Security. This includes progressing the approved purchase
of essential aviation security equipment which is required to meet international
standards.

- Work in support of Search and Rescue (SAR). This includes updating SAR procedures
following the visit by Tweed Valley Mountain Rescue Team earlier this year.
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- Commencing initial work with other stakeholders on wildfire resilience for the Falkland
Islands.

- Facilitating a familiarisation visit by London Fire Brigade, who provide an overseas link
to the Falkland Islands for support and advice in response to a wide range of incidents.
This is especially beneficial to incidents we may not ordinarily be exposed to.

Customs

All administrative and operational commitments continue to be met. Staffing wise, the Service
welcomes the reactivation of the Customs Officer (CO) role, the CO will drive forward
efficiencies and improvements to how the Customs Services are delivered, and the quality and
utility of Customs related statistics collected.

The collection of revenue is of course a primary responsibility of the Service which involves six
taxes, import duties and services charges revenue streams. The total revenue in 2023/2024 was
£4,802,322.75 which exceeded the revenue estimate of £4.7 million.

Immigration

Permanent Residence Permits (PRPs) - The annual PRP quota for 2023-2024 was met at the end
of April, four months ahead of the end of the quota year at the end of August. Last year the
annual quota was met one month early. The annual quota is 90, when this number of PRP grants
is met applications are suspended until the next quota year begins on the 1%t of September each
year. The continuing engagement with the permanent residence process is an extremely
positive sign that temporary residents and their families are seeking to commit to the Falkland
Islands on a long-term basis and put down roots here. The next PRP quota year begins on 1
September 2024.

Falkland Islands Status (FIS) - So far since the start of this calendar year there have been 38
awards of Falkland Islands status, 30 awarded in February and eight in May.

Deportations - Since the last portfolio report of February 2024 Customs and Immigration have
deported three individuals from the Islands directly following the completion of their custodial

sentence and release from prison.

His Majesty’s Prison (HMP)

Current prison population is the lowest figure since 2003. The prison population remains stable
with no security or control issues. Recidivism remains low in comparison to international
benchmarking. Population status is currently 100% Sexual Offenders with 66.6% Foreign
Nationals. Service Level Objectives have all been exceeded. In recent months, the service
continues to record high prisoner education, purposeful activity and community reparation
hours.

The single remaining audit action point from 2022 has now been completed with the approval
to permanently appoint the current temporary role of Senior Prison Officer.
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The service has high officer morale and provides continuous learning and development. There
are several staff welfare initiatives in place as well as UK HHMPPS learning availability. Our work
as it relates to leadership in Prisons, valuing the employee, development and training will
feature as an agenda item on the forthcoming prisons conference in November.

The service was successful in its capital bid to extend the current prison office. The tender
process has commenced.

Prison and Probation service have worked on a draft for consultation to introduce a Falkland
Island Multi- Agency Public Protection (MAPPA) Policy. Whilst the Falkland Islands have been
operating MAPPA for a number of years the core principles were taken from UK guidelines and
these needed to be tailored to fit the need of the Falklands. This became live in May 2024.

The prison service in collaboration with the UK Ministry of Justice are finalising details as it
relates to holding the next overseas territories prison conference in the Falkland Islands. The
conference has been confirmed for 12 to 18 November 2024. The prison service and the
Overseas Justice program are working on the agenda. This is a significant event to be held in
the Falkland Islands.

Mr Speaker, this concludes my portfolio report.
The Honourable Roger Spink

I would just like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his report, and to pay tribute to Inspector
Barry Thacker, who leaves the Islands tomorrow. Barry stepped up to fill the role of Chief Police
Officer at a time when public confidence in the Police Force was at a low point together with
general morale in the force. With good will and assistance from loyal staff, some humour and,
| am sure, a lot of hard work he turned the Force, and the public perception, around. The UK
Police Forces believe in policing by consent, and Barry has been a selfless and devoted public
servant and an example to all, and | wish him well as he embarks on the very important and
enjoyable position of Grandfather.

The Honourable Jack Ford

Mr Speaker, | would add my many apologies to Barry, | had left him out of my portfolio report.
I, too, would like to thank him very much for all the work he has done particularly to cover for
a quite significant staff shortage over recent times, and | wish him all the best as he moves on
to better things.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | would like to thank the Honourable Jack Ford for his portfolio report. | would just
like to join with my Honourable Colleague Roger Spink in thanking Barry Thacker for his time
here and wishing him well for the future — 1 am not too sure about the jokes he kept putting up
on social media — | hope he keeps them going when he is out of the Islands!
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Also, | have to say that | can’t quite decide whether my glass is half full or half empty, because
| like big guns, but | do have to thank everybody involved in at least making sure we do have
saluting guns of some sort, even if | refer to them as “poppers’, but if they make a bang | don’t
care, because we can’t have a parade without a decent broadside.

| was also going to touch on retirement in my Motion for Adjournment, but perhaps | will do it
now. We have Gardner Fiddes retiring from the Fire Service after many, many years. | had the
portfolio for Emergency Services some years ago and worked with Gardner. | certainly respect
him immensely, he went above and beyond in looking after the welfare and morale of his “boys
and girls” within the Fire Service, and | certainly trusted him in his advice given about safety
issues around the Falklands. His heart was always in the right place, and certainly | respect him,
but it goes beyond that in that | class him as a friend. | wish Gardner all the best, and | am sure
he will fill his days with other exciting stuff, | can’t imagine him sitting around doing nothing.

| would also like to associate myself with the mention you made to Major Daniel Biggs, the OC,
Falkland Islands Defence Force. | believe that he not only excelled at the Officer Training Course
at RMA Sandhurst but earned an award as the Best International Cadet. You have done the
Force and the Islands proud. And | would like to welcome on board Gerard Jaffray as the next
Chief Fire Officer, and also to Capt. Trevor Law back into the FIDF.

Clerk of the Assembly
Portfolio reports - The Honourable Leona Roberts.
The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker. I'm pleased to present my report on the Education Directorate. As it
was only a couple of months ago that | last updated, this is much shorter report, and | won't be
going too much into sport and heritage and other areas today.

So, the Schools and Stanley House key highlights of the year to date are:

We now have a new contract in place for Educational Psychology support, and in Term Two,
there was a visit from our new Ed Psych. She'll be now visiting at least once a year to work with
children with Special Educational Needs, disabilities and to support our specialist SEND staff.

In April two Falkland Island teachers travelled to visit the British Schools Montevideo in
Uruguay. This was the second half of this year's teacher exchange, and it was an extremely
positive experience. One primary and one secondary teacher visited the British schools, and
they found it a very useful trip, with good professional exchanges of ideas and techniques. The
two teachers have shared their learning with colleagues and presented to the school
governance committee.

GCSE examination series took place through May and June this year, two separate inspectors
visited to ensure the standard of exam organization is as it should be - one visited for the
Cambridge iGCSEs and the other to assess all other GCSEs. They were both very pleased with
what they saw, GCSE exam results will be available in late August.

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 25 July 2024
27



At the start of July, SURE listed key educational homework sites. This was a very positive step
for families, as all children now have the same access to key learning and homework sites. This
will be of benefit to all children, as these sites are now part of day to day learning, rather than
only for use as revision aids.

During Farmers Week a number of visitors visited the community school to speak with school
children, which was very well received. Dr Jim McAdams spoke to geography about his
experiences in the Falklands over 30 years of visiting and researching here. And Debbie
Summers, Executive Director of ID New Zealand, presented on tourism to travel and tourism
students.

In July, the Susan Whitley Art Exhibition took place at the lJs and FICS. This was very well
organized with beautiful displays, as always, from every child, the events were very well
attended and supported by the community.

Post 16 students and apprentices: During the last year, the Education Directorate has been
pleased to work with and support more than 200 people to participate in education courses
and training programs for those over the age of 16.

These 200 people have and are studying in many different ways, through self study, on distance
learning courses at colleges and universities overseas and with Falklands College, all of these
students and apprentices are supported in their studies and training by the staff at Falkland
College and at the Education office to ensure they're all given the best chance to succeed.

As this academic year comes to a close:
e 14 students have completed further education courses in the UK. We wish them all the
best of luck when they receive their final results in August, and that they can then
progress to their next steps.

e 8students have completed their undergraduate studies at university in the UK, and we
wish them well too as they take their next steps towards the world of work and adult
life.

e 6 apprentices have completed their apprenticeships. All of them have studied and
trained for jobs that are essential to the continued development of the Falklands.

e 7 students funded through the Community Development Scheme have completed their
courses and are now using those new skills at work. CDS students are mature adults,
and it is particularly impressive that they take the plunge to study again and to develop
themselves alongside all their other commitments.

Falkland College hosted the annual Achievements Evening in late July, many of the completing
students attended and celebrated their achievements. Students and apprentices achieved
qualifications and have gained knowledge and experience in much needed areas for the
Falklands, including plumbing, heavy vehicle mechanics, engineering, teaching and medicine. It
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was an inspirational evening and enabled all those who attended to appreciate the diversity of
the qualifications being achieved.

I'm sure MLAs will join me in recognizing the achievements of our students and apprentices and
in thanking staff across the Directorate for the positive difference they make.

Mr Speaker, | said | wasn't going to talk too much about sports, but | would like to take the
opportunity to highlight the fantastic performance by our teams from the Falkland Islands
Hockey Association, who travelled to Chile to take part in a regional tournament this month.
The tournament involved 153 players across 21 teams from the Falklands, Punta Arenas and
elsewhere in Chile, and was broken down to six divisions, including, for the first time, under 10s
and over 40s. It's always difficult for our players to transition twice. This happened over four
days on this occasion, but determination to do their absolute best, self belief and good coaching
mean that they're always well prepared by the time the tournament begins.

The events this year, unfortunately, were plagued by illness, and every team lost players for
some days during the competition, which made the job even more difficult this time. But every
single team absolutely rose to the challenge and exceeded their expectations. Some teams are
well established, others a bit further behind in their development, but every player played their
best games of hockey, all the hours of training that they do throughout the season, the boring
drills, the repetitive skills, honing the set plays that take so much practice to work correctly.
I'm told, all came together at the perfect time, and the Hockey Association say they could not
be more proud, of what they achieved individually and as teams, and that pride isn't just
confined to the ice, everyone was happy to do media interviews and conducted themselves as
you would absolutely expect a Falkland Island sports person to do.

Friendships were born and respect was won and teams were made. It would be wrong to single
out any individuals, as everyone did incredibly well, but | have been asked to mention, in
particular, the under 10s team who, until a couple of weeks before the tournament, had never
skated on ice other than the netminder, nor had played in any kind of hockey tournament. The
youngest was just seven years old and had completed the safety survey, have bright futures
ahead of them.

So, on behalf of the Falkland Islands Hockey Association and indeed, the whole community, I'm
sure, | would like to take the opportunity to thank the sponsors, who, yet again, have been
incredibly generous in the support they've given. And Falklands attendance at events like this
couldn't happen without them, and thanks to the army of people that | understand make all
this work and allow it to happen, from technical people, media, Ice sweepers, team managers,
rink managers, officials and of course, here, all the members of the community who give so
much time and commitment to supporting these teams and this competition. And of course,
the families who I'm sure put up with a great deal in getting through all this.

Mr Speaker, I'll finish by saying | know it's always a great source of pride to see our competitors,
young or not so young, flying the flag for the Falklands in sporting competition. And would again
extend my congratulations to them all. Thank you.
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Mr Speaker
Does any Honourable Member wish to comment on that portfolio report.
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker, firstly, I'd like to join my Colleague, the Honourable Leona Roberts, in
recognizing the evening awards event that was hosted by the College and the amazing
achievements of the Apprentices and Adult Learners who were part of that recognition event,
it was nice to have an opportunity to reflect upon just how well our community is doing in
upskilling and taking advantage of opportunities to educate and train. My congratulations to
all those. | think there was some really amazing achievements that were recognized that
evening.

I'd also like to join her in congratulating our young hockey teams in particularly for their
amazing successes.

| am standing, however, to highlight an appeal on behalf of some of my constituents, and this
would be parents in Camp who are considerably concerned about the future use of Stanley
House.

While the school were in need of an additional classroom space, parents became increasingly
concerned that part of Stanley House had been converted into a classroom and the educational
estate, which includes Stanley House, was outlined in the paper, which showed that they
needed additional classroom space and struggled to find somewhere else to put it at such short
notice, and so a trial was approved as part of the Stanley House boarding.

Obviously, this affects parents deeply, and there were failures, particularly in communication,
that | can reflect upon that needs to be done better, and to engage parents in that decision,
which they see as an erosion of the estate. | think certainly going forward, while it has been a
point of friction, in that all parents do want is to be included and respected in choices around
Stanley House, which I've seen as a necessary part of life in Camp. It's where children have to
go, in order to be able to access Secondary Education in Stanley. And it can be also very difficult
to leave your child so far from home in another place and not know that you can also have a
say in in how and who will be accessing that boarding arrangement. So, | do reflect this is
obviously something that my colleague may not want to comment on at this time, but | do think
it does need to be said, life in Camp is very different, and consideration needs to be given to
the sensitivities, and I’'m just standing now, so that that's on the record on behalf of my
constituents.

Mr Speaker

Any other Honourable Member wish to comment.
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The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, | will be very brief, | wouldn't want to regurgitate all of this, but |
would just make the point that, the Education Directorate, for everyone involved in the
Education Directorate, the welfare and wellbeing of all of our children, regardless of where they
are from or at what stage in their studies they are, is absolutely paramount. And this, particular
decision, was brought to Executive Council, as my Honourable Colleague is aware, and ratified
there. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker

| thank both the Honourable Members for their Portfolio Reports.

Clerk of the Assembly

Order of the Day: Bills

Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill 2024, Remaining Stages

Mr Speaker

| invite the Attorney General to report on the proceedings of the Select Committee on that Bill.
Attorney General

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

| think before just getting into the report back from the Select Committee, | think it may assist
the House if | make just a few references to the key provisions of the Bill, as | believe this was
not discussed, given the referral of the Bill straight to a Select Committee, | do not think it is
necessary or particularly helpful to go through every clause contained in the Bill, but if | can
simply highlight the topics, so that members of the public listening or present are aware of the
topics that are dealt with by the Bill.

So firstly, the Bill deals with changes to the Crimes Ordinance 2014 it includes provisions:

= to extend the time limit for commencing proceedings for common assault in domestic
abuse cases from six months to two years.

= |tincludes provision of new criminal offenses specifically covering ill treatment by care
workers and care providers. And again, this follows on from similar offenses having been
introduced in other jurisdictions.

= The Bill updates the law in relation to female genital mutilation. These are matters that
are already subject to offenses under the existing Ordinance but have been updated in
light of experience elsewhere.

= The Bill includes further communications offenses, creating new offenses that are
designed to protect people from online behaviour. This includes behaviour such as using
social media to send abusive or threatening messages and includes threats of serious
harm and rape. So those offenses have also been updated.
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= The Bill also makes changes to the law in relation to offensive weapons. This change
includes extending the law which relates to offensive weapons in schools, which here
will also apply to the College, and it adds new types of dangerous weapons, such as
zombie knives and cyclone knives, although Mr Speaker, if you asked me to explain what
they are, | would not necessarily be able to do so.

= The Bill also contains further provisions making changes to sexual offenses and
protection from sexual harm, already an area of significant provision within our criminal
laws.

= The Bill deals with hate crime and hate speech and reforms part 22 of the Crimes
Ordinance in that regard. The Bill further makes amendments to the Criminal Procedure
and Evidence Ordinance 2014. Firstly, there are changes made to police procedures
relating to bail, recording bail decision making and submitting case files to the
Prosecution Service.

= The Bill makes provision for penalty notices to be issued as an alternative to
prosecution, initially for low level road traffic offenses, the aim for those minor road
traffic offenses is to be dealt with in a proportionate manner, avoiding court
proceedings and not then resulting in a criminal conviction.

= Further, the Bill makes some changes to criminal procedures which just require
amendment for greater clarity. | will not go through those in any detail, but happy if any
Members have questions.

= Finally, the Bill makes changes to provisions for youth diversion and gives a youth court
the power to divert children and young people away from the court system into the
youth diversion scheme. This is something that courts can consider doing in cases where
that is considered to be appropriate. It will not be appropriate in all circumstances, of
course.

So finally, then | will move on, Mr Speaker, to summarize the report of the Select Committee.

So, the select committee on the Criminal Laws (Amendment) Bill met on 14 May to hear
evidence in relation to all the clauses contained in the Bill, to scrutinize those clauses and to
make recommendations to the Assembly. In respect of the evidence heard by the Select
Committee, an invitation was issued to members of the public to submit written
representations. No written representations were received as a result of that invitation.
However, the Law and Regulation Directorate had also received written representations
separately from two media organizations regarding clauses 13 and 14 of the Bill, and those
representations were presented to the Committee in the form of a brief note prepared by a
member of the Legal team.

The Select Committee heard evidence from the government officers responsible for the Policy
and Legal advice on the Bill, as well as then from members of media organizations present in
relation to those clauses 13 and 14, the Committee also accepted into evidence the Executive
Council Report 34/24. Which contained the detailed policy analysis underpinning the clauses in
the Bill, and if any member of the public wishes to understand the changes that have been
proposed and why those changes were proposed, that report does set that out in some detail.

The Select Committee examined the overarching policy behind the Bill, which is to keep the
Criminal Law up to date and effective. And | think, as the Honourable Roger Spink mentioned
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at the meeting of the Assembly in April, that is something that we do feel is an important thing
to do to make sure that the law is up to date and fit for purpose.

The Committee concluded that it was important to keep the Criminal Law under review and to
bring forward amending legislation where appropriate. The Select Committee identified two
matters for further consideration. The first was a small typographical error, and the second was
a more substantive issue in relation to clauses 13 and 14 of the Bill. These clauses relate to
communications offenses, covering behaviours such as sending grossly offensive
communications, sending false communications intending to cause harm, sending threatening
communications and sending flashing images to a person with epilepsy intending to cause
harm. Again, there are certain exceptions to these offenses relating to internet service
providers and media organizations reporting on this type of behaviour, but they used the term
“recognized news publisher” to define some exempt organizations, and the Committee
considered the evidence submitted in relation to this issue, which raised concern about the use
of that particular term and creating an impression that there was some state recognition or
accreditation in relation to media organizations.

The Committee noted that it was not intended for the term “recognized news publisher” to
create any system of state recognition or accreditation, and the Committee agreed with
representations made on behalf of news organizations that although this was not the intention,
the use of the term could create a perception of a system of state recognition. The Committee
therefore recommended that this risk be avoided and that the term “recognized news
publisher” should not be used.

In relation to other clauses, the Select Committee concluded that the Criminal Laws
(Amendment) Bill is a key piece of legislation which will improve protections for members of
the public, and in particular, protections for children and vulnerable adults. The Bill updates
and improves the criminal law across a range of topics, as | summarized earlier, and promotes
an effective and efficient criminal justice system which is able to respond to modern forms of
criminal offending. The Select Committee therefore recommended the Bill to the House.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | move that the report be accepted.

The Honourable Jack Ford

| second the motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you very much. Honourable Members, the Assembly is now in the Committee of the
Whole and it's some time since we've actually sat as a Committee on a Bill. | have two points |

can remind you about. First of all, you don't have to stand if you're addressing the House. And
secondly, Motions do not have to be seconded.
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Clerk of the Assembly

Part 1 — Introductory
Clauses 1 and 2

Attorney General
| beg to move that Clauses 1 and 2 stand part of the Bill.
Mr Speaker

The motion is that Clauses 1 and 2 stand part of the Bill —any objection? — There is no objection,
Clauses 1 and 2 stand part of the Bill.

Clerk of the Assembly

Part 2 — Amendment of Crimes Ordinance 2014
Clauses 3 to 13

Attorney General
| beg to move that Clauses 3 to 13 stand part of the Bill.
Mr Speaker

The motion is that clause 3-13 stand part of the Bill - any objection to passing that motion? —
No objection, clauses 3 to 13 stand part of the Bill.

Clerk of the Assembly

Clause 14

Attorney General

| beg to move that Clause 14 be amended as follows:

Clause 14 (New sections 153A to 153G inserted)
(1) In clause 14, new section 153A, delete subsection (9).
(2) In clause 14, new section 153E, replace subsection (1) with —
“(1) An offence under section 153B or 153D cannot be committed by—
(a) the Falkland Islands Media Trust under the Media Trust Ordinance 1989;
(b) Falkland Islands Television Limited;
(c) BFBS Media Limited;
(d) any other entity which —
(i) hasasits principal purpose the publication of news;
(i)  has a registered office or other business address in the Falkland Islands;
and
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(iii) has been prescribed by the Governor by Order for the purposes of this section.”.
Mr Speaker

The motion is that amended Clause 14 stands part of the Bill - any objection? There is no
objection, amended Clause 14 stands part of the Bill.

Clerk of the Assembly

Clauses 15 to 56

Attorney General

| beg to move that Clauses 15 to 56 stand part of the Bill.
Mr Speaker

The motion is that amended Clauses 15 to 56 stand part of the Bill - any objection? — There is
no objection, Clauses 15 to 56 stand part of the Bill.

Clerk of the Assembly

Part 3 Amendment of Criminal Procedure and Evidence Ordinance 2014 — Clauses 57 to 89
Attorney General

| beg to move that Clauses 57 to 89 stand part of the Bill.

Mr Speaker

The motion is that Clauses 57 to 89, stand part of the Bill - any objection? — There is no
objection, Clauses 57 to 89 stand part of the Bill.

Clerk of the Assembly

Part 4 Amendment of Road Traffic Ordinance 1948, Clauses 90 to 93
Attorney General

| beg to move that Clauses 90 to 93 stand part of the Bill.

Mr Speaker

The motion is that Clauses 90 to 93, stand part of the Bill - any objection? - There is no objection,
Clauses 90 to 93 stand part of the Bill.
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Clerk of the Assembly

Part 5 Minor Amendments and Regulations, Clauses 94 to 96
Attorney General

| beg to move that Clauses 94 to 96 stand part of the Bill.

Mr Speaker

The motion is that Clauses 94 to 96, stand part of the Bill - any objection? — There is no
objection, Clauses 94 to 96 stand part of the Bill.

Clerk of the Assembly
Schedule Minor Amendments Part A — Crimes Ordinance 2014
Attorney General

| beg to move that Schedule Minor Amendments Part A — Crimes Ordinance 2014 be amended
as follows:

Schedule (Minor amendments)

In the Schedule, Part A, after the row for section 166, insert—

Section 167 - In section 167(1), replace “discharges” with “discharge”.

Mr Speaker

The motion is that amended Schedule Minor Amendments Part A — Crimes Ordinance 2014
stands as a Schedule to the Bill - any objection? — There is no objection, the amended Schedule
A stands as a Schedule to the Bill.

Clerk of the Assembly

Schedule Part B to Part E

Attorney General

| beg to move that Schedule Part B to Part E stand part of the Bill.

Mr Speaker

The motion is that Schedule Part B to Part E stand part of the Bill - any objection -There is no
objection, Schedule Part B to Part E stand as Schedule to the Bill.

The Assembly resumes.
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The Honourable Roger Spink

| beg to move that the Bill be read a third time and do pass.
The Honourable Jack Ford

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

The Motion is that the Bill be read for a third time and do pass. Is there any objection to the
Motion? The Bill will be read a third time and do pass.

Clerk of the Assembly
Criminal Laws (Amendment) Bill 2024
The Motion for Adjournment
The Honourable Chief Executive.
Thank you, Mr Speaker, | beg to move that this House stands adjourned sine die.
Mr Speaker
Honourable Members, over to you.
The Honourable Jack Ford

Mr Speaker, | do not wish to speak at length or repeat my earlier statement involving the
incident involving the vessel, the ARGOS GEORGIA, and I'm sure my colleagues will also wish to
speak to this, but | would once again like to offer my heartfelt condolences to the families and
the loved ones of all of those involved and, also to wish the speedy recovery of the survivors
during this awful episode. I'd also like to extend my thanks to everyone involved in a response
at this very tragic time.

Since the last sitting of this House, we had Farmers Week. And | just like to make a couple of
brief thank yous for that. Firstly, to the Falkland Islands Development Corporation and all of the
speakers as part of the Economic Development Forum, which was a new addition to the
program this year. To the Rural Business Association for their organization of the rest of the
week and bringing the program together. To FIG, and all of the officers from right across FIG
that worked very hard in preparation, contributing to the event and being very involved in
discussions during the week. | believe many of the discussions that were held, were very
constructive and valuable, with a lot of takeaways and of course, to be done ahead of next year,
which I'm sure we're all looking forward to. Also, to all of the other organizations from across
the community that took part, attended, spoke and contributed to the event, and finally to all
of those who attended.
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Mr Speaker, | support the motion.
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you. Mr Speaker, I'd like to stand and join my colleague Honourable Jack Ford first in
thanking everyone who helped in putting on a successful Farmers Week.

I'd like to thank the work in raising support for the telecommunications and look forward to
participating in the Select Committee on the petition.

I'd also like to congratulate Sir Keir Starmer and the Labour Party on their successful election to
His Majesty's Government.

But | think any all of the events of the past week have been completely overshadowed, our
hearts break for the crew of the ARGOS GEORGIA and their families and their friends, the
unimaginable grief and horror that has been endured by the crew of the ARGOS GEORGIA and
those on the front line at the rescue. | thought Jack's update earlier outlined the situation, but
still outlined it really well, but still hearing it read, it was very difficult to hold back tears, and
we offer our completely heartfelt condolences to everyone involved in the matter.

It's a disaster that escalated in the worst of conditions and the bravery of the Falkland Islands
Government’s LILIBET, the UK MoD Search and Rescue crews and crews of the PUERTO TORO
and ROBIN M LEE, particularly, thank today. That we carry in our minds hope and pray for those
in peril on the sea. Thank you.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to speak to the Motion for Adjournment | wish to
begin by expressing my sincere condolences to the families and friends of all those who
perished when the FV ARGOS GEORGIA was lost, to the survivors, | wish all speed in their
recovery from the ordeal and hope that they are speedily reunited with their families.

| would also like to extend my support to all from Argos who have spent a most harrowing
number of days. To those who went to the aid of those in peril, from the bottom of my heart |
say thank you for your endeavours which you discharged with bravery and determination in
what was, truly appalling weather conditions.

We take the vessels that ply their trade in and around the Falklands and in deeper waters for
granted as they are very much part of our everyday life. The vessels have crew on them and
they too, are taken for granted and are part of our everyday lives, but tragic incidents like the
one that befell the ARGOS GEORGIA brings home forcefully that the sea is powerful and it is
dangerous, and we should be thankful that there are people, from many countries, who ply
their trade on the sea, crossing Falklands Sound, bringing supplies and taking away exports,
bringing fuel and engaged in fishing in and around our waters who by their endeavours in such
an unforgiving environment allow us to enjoy the standard of living that we do.
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Toyou all, I say thank you and again extend my condolences to the families and friends of those
who have perished.

Today was something of a red-letter day here in the Assembly, as the recent petition was laid
on the table by the Honourable MLA Spink. Petitions often go nowhere and make no difference
but this one, | believe, is and will be different. That there were so many names on it speaks
loudly that a huge amount of those who live and work in the Falklands want change. It says to
me that people are fed up with the present situation. They want change. They want what huge
swathes of the rest of the world take for granted.

As one of my colleagues often reminds me, | was one of those who was in the Assembly that
signed the contract which is causing so much grief now. That is true. We had to deal with what
we had at the time, to make sure that there was universal provision and that it wasn’t just the
rich who could opt out, leaving the rest of us mere mortals to foot the bill for an island wide
service. There wasn’t a queue of companies fighting to work in the Falklands either. However,
the future arrived somewhat quicker than I think any of us anticipated at the time and, we now
find ourselves in a position whereby we know that there is a better, faster and one hopes soon
to be cheaper option whizzing over our heads. As | said at the meeting in the Town Hall, the
future has arrived.

| believe our present telecoms provider could up their game and deliver cheaper and unlimited
packages. Maybe not at the speeds of what is now their rival (or could be rival) here in the
Falklands can provide, but something that goes a long way to bettering what we have now. FIG
has pumped a lot of money in to trying to help Sure improve things, but | am not sure that we
are seeing any willingness to embrace these new technologies and lower prices. | am not sure
whether their aim is to hang on to their present profit margins for as long as they can but again,
| say to them — the future has arrived. You cannot hold back the tide; a faster and cheaper
service can be provided.

| did say at the Town Hall meeting that | have been accused by some of being the perpetrator
of this mess. | have the privilege to be still around 2024 and fully intend to be part of the ending
of this present situation. We are living in different times; the future has arrived.

Mr Speaker, | am not one to get overly excited about my birthday, as | used to when | was a lad,
but this year is going to be slightly different. | am very much looking forward to the 15t August,
not because it’s my birthday, but because that is the day that the Select Committee of this
House first meets to look into what is being demanded in the telecoms petition. A nicer birthday
present, | could not have asked for.

| have made this comment before, but | am presuming that we shall be calling for individuals
and organisations to give evidence to the Committee and | very much hope, in the interests of
fairness and getting a balanced view that SURE will avail themselves to speak in public stating
their position on what is being asked.

In this gloom laden week, it is perhaps nice to have a little ray of sunshine to cling desperately
on to, as that for me came from sport, first, the recent visit of our hockey players, some young
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through to others who were of a “certain age” to Punta Arenas for the Southern Winter Cup
Classic.

It wasn’t perhaps the best of situations with many of the Falklands squad being struck down
with the dreaded lurgy that is doing the rounds. However, as always, they did themselves and
the Falklands proud, renewed old friendships and, | am sure, made new ones and won the
occasional game or umpteen along the way. | have to say thank you to all involved including
the helpers and Marcus “many hats” Morrison for his commentaries which were very much
appreciated. As well as the Radio, others including Carla Francis were streaming live as well.
Maybe one day when we have an internet that is fit for purpose, we shall be able to enjoy these
better.

As well as the above, | have to say thank you to people like the Alcalde (Mayor) of Punta Arenas
Claudio Radonich who so steadfastly has stood by the competition, the contact between the
Falklands and his city and has always made the Falklands welcome, often in the face of
opposition from across the water.

Finally, before | sit down, | would like to turn my attention to darts. Of course, we had the FIC
darts tournament last weekend, and this was actually won by a lad from up at MPA who |
believe was one of His Majesty’s Forces. | have to say, not a nicer lad you would meet
anywhere, and | was very, very impressed and, certainly for my part, | love seeing people come
down the road from MPA to enter in dart tournaments because it enriches the darts scene. Of
course, you don’t know what these players are like, and it just makes it that much more exciting
for everyone involved. So, to the winner of the FIC darts tournament and indeed everyone who
took part I'd like to say thank you very much, certainly for providing me with such a lovely
evening in the Town Hall.

| wish to support the Motion.
The Honourable Mark Pollard,

Thank you, Mr Speaker, in speaking to support the motion, I'd like to add my “well done” to the
players and the dart players as well. | was following my Honourable colleague on Saturday night
albeit four hours later, than here in the Islands.

Just on the petition, Mr Speaker, | wish | could have been there before the public meeting,
unfortunately I’'m on business overseas, but with 2416 signatures, this is probably the largest
public participation in democracy since the referendum, | would imagine. It's fantastic to see.

| want to wish Gardner Fiddes well, as well, and not only has he served in the Fire Service, but
also on the Planning and Building Committee, which he has sat on for the last seven years. So,
| really appreciated all that he's been doing for far longer than me.

Just on Farmer’s Week as well, the format this year was a vast improvement on previous years.
It was really collaborative, some great exchanges of idea, information, and that's what it's all
about.

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 25 July 2024
40



| finish with the ARGOS GEORGIA. I'd like to extend my deepest sympathies to the survivors
and the families of those who lost their lives in this tragic incident. Our hearts go out to all
during this incredibly difficult time. I'd also like to express sincere gratitude to those who
responded to the emergency and made valiant efforts to provide assistance and support. Your
bravery and dedication is deeply appreciated, and we show a great reaction and working
relationship between the people of the Falklands, the Emergency Services, also other fishing
vessels involved in this awful incident. Thank you, Mr Speaker | support the Motion.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker, and | will limit myself, really, to just a couple of subjects. The telecoms
petition: It's very good to see that come forward, and | do look forward to seeing the outcomes
of both the Select Committee process and also the continuing work that is happening across
FIG on this area, which has been identified as a priority piece for us for some time. | think it will
be, it is going to be very interesting and perhaps challenging piece to take forward. But | think
everyone is incredibly engaged in this. And so, it's an important part of the democratic process
to allow people to make their views clear. And | think they have spoken quite loudly. | think we
can all say.

Mr Speaker, it has been an incredibly somber week, as has been acknowledged in this House
already, many times, but | would add my voice to those condolences being extended to the
families and friends of anyone who lost their life in the incident with the ARGOS GEORGIA, and
thinking very much as well of those people who have somewhat miraculously survived, and
wishing them a very swift and full recovery, which | sure will take some time and need a great
deal of support, too. | think this has been an absolutely tragic event. It's been felt very deeply
by the entire community, and I'm sure, perhaps very profoundly by those in our fishing industry
for whom it is even closer to home. | think has been said, we sometimes forget that we live in
the middle of a very hostile and unforgiving ocean, and this does bring it very much home.

I, too, would extend my gratitude to all of those who responded to this event, many of whom
are working extremely hard behind the scenes, and perhaps never really get that
acknowledgement. | think we have seen incredibly close cooperation and excellent joint
working with BFSALI. So, | would thank the Commander and ask that those thanks are extended
to everyone who was involved, many of whom, of course, will have put themselves in
considerable danger to be part of this response. So, | think it's a very sad and grim week, but
our thoughts are very much with all those individuals who will have been touched in some way
by this event.

Thank you, Mr Speaker. | support the motion.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members in rising to support the motion, I'd like to associate myself
with all the comments made about the ARGOS GEORGIA, their families and all those involved

are very much in my thoughts and prayers at this time. It's a terrible, terrible episode for
everybody to have to go through.
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Secondly, on the Select Committee on telecoms, we're looking forward with working with my
colleagues to move things forwards as rapidly as we can, to get some sort of a report out that
can hopefully move things forward after such an overwhelming petition.

Thank you very much.
The Honourable Peter Biggs

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members in rising to support this motion, I'd like to backtrack a little
bit | probably should have said this after the portfolio presentation, but recently, I've been
involved as the number two on the Education portfolio in a number of events, the awards
evening at Falklands College, prize giving, Sue Whitley Awards in both schools. And I've been
just struck by what a lot of positive energy there is in our Education system, and I'd like to thank
and acknowledge the great work of the Director, Teachers, Assistants and all the staff working
in that area in ensuring that they work in partnership with our children to really assure a great
future for the Falkland Islands.

I'd like to mention the petition in that | think it's a great act of democracy, and the ball is now
in our court to give a positive, fair and balanced outcome with that process.

And | also share everything that's been said about the ARGOS GEORGIA, my sympathy goes to
all affected by this tragedy, especially the families and colleagues of those who were lost. The
event shatters lives in many locations, and those involved in the rescue and disaster will carry
some of that for a long, long time, and we owe them a great debt of gratitude. Thank you.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, I'll be very, very, short. | would also like to align myself with with the remarks about
the events during the ARGOS GEORGIA. And | look forward to the Select Committee that's
coming forward. Other than that, thank you very much. | support the motion.

Commander British Forces

Mr Speaker, | just like to echo the remarks made by the other Honourable Members, and to
extend to families, friends and all those involved in this terrible incident this week, the tragedy
of the FV ARGOS GEORGIA, the thoughts, and prayers of all of those of us in MPC. Thank you
very much.

The Honourable Chief Executive

Thank you, Mr Speaker, whilst this House has been sitting, we've received a public statement
from David Morgan, the Acting Commissioner of South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands.
And | think, what I'd like to, if | may, in solidarity with South Georgia and the South Sandwich
Island Government, but also all of those involved and affected by the ARGOS GEORGIA tragedy,
just to read out a couple of those sentences,
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“Our deepest sympathies go out to the families and loved ones of those aboard who have been
lost. In this moment of deep sorrow, we also recognise and commend the courage and
dedication of all those who participated in the rescue efforts which, mercifully, yielded 14
survivors. We are grateful for the bravery and selflessness of those who raced to provide aid, a
testament to the strength and spirit of all who traverse these perilous seas.

The warmth and solidarity of the people of the Falkland Islands, and of the wider maritime and
seafaring community around the world during this difficult time, has been truly remarkable. It
is our hope that the unwavering support and compassion expressed will offer comfort and
strength to those affected by this devastating event. We stand together, united in our grief and
support, honouring the lives lost, and the efforts of all involved”.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, | support the motion.
Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, that concludes the business for today, the House stands adjourned
accordingly.

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 25 July 2024
43



