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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly 
Thursday 27 June 2024 

 
Prayers 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, Ladies and Gentlemen, I bid you good morning and welcome to this 
session of the Legislative Assembly.  
 
A quick reminder please, all electronic equipment should be turned to silent or turned off. 
 
The Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last sitting 
of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the Interpretation 
and General Clauses Ordinance 1977. 
 
• Mental Health (Approved Practitioners) Order 2024 
• Customs Resolution 2024 

 
In accordance with the Finance and Audit Ordinance section 57 and the Falkland Islands Tourist 
Board Ordinance 2014 section 20 
 
• Falkland Islands Tourist Board Annual Report and Financial Statements Year ended 30 June 

2023 
 
In accordance with the Finance and Audit Ordinance section 57 and the Falklands Landholdings 
Corporation Ordinance 2000, section 8 
 
• Falklands Landholdings Corporation Annual Report and Financial Statements Year ended 

30 June 2023 
 

In accordance with Section 10 (1) of the Statistics Ordinance 2010 
 
• Falkland Islands National Accounts 2011 - 2022 

 
The Acting Chief Executive 
 
Mr  Speaker, I hereby lay the aforementioned Papers on the Table 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the Mental Health (Approved 
Practitioners) Order 2024 be noted.  This Order is made under section 91(1) of the Mental 
Health Ordinance 2010 and comes into force on publication.  It provides for the list of 
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approved doctors and approved professionals, who are approved practitioners for the purposes 
of the Ordinance (article 3), which is set out in the Schedule. 
 
The expressions “approved doctor” and “approved professional” are defined in section 91(1) 
and (2) of the Ordinance respectively. The term “approved practitioner” is defined in section 3 
of the Ordinance. 
 
Before making the Order, the Acting Governor consulted the Chief Medical Officer in 
accordance with section 91(4) of the Ordinance. The Acting Governor has departed from the 
usual practice of seeking the approval of Executive Council in accordance with section 66(1) of 
the Constitution before making the Order because in his judgement the matter is too 
unimportant and falls within the exceptions provided in section 66(2)(c) and (e). 
 
Article 4 revokes the Mental Health (Approved Practitioners) Order 2023 which is replaced by this 
order. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Mental Health (Approved Practitioners) Order 
2024 is noted.  Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion?  There is no debate.  
Is there any objection to passing this Motion?  There is no objection.  That Order is noted. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the Customs Resolution Order 
2024 be noted. By way of explanation, this Resolution is made by Legislative Assembly to 
prescribe the duties payable under Part 10 of the Customs Ordinance 2003 (imposition of 
duty and relief and exemption from duty) on the importation of alcoholic beverages and 
tobacco and tobacco products into the Falkland Islands. 
 
With effect from the day after the resolution is made, the duty payable is increased as follows 
— 
on cigars from £467.95 to £493.69 per kilo; 
on cigarettes from £504.06 to £531.78 per kilo; 
on tobacco from £337.71 to £356.28 per kilo; on 
spirits from £15.56 to £16.42 per litre; 
on beer (including cider, perry etc) from 41p to 43p per litre; 
on wines (both still and sparkling) from £1.03 to £1.09 per litre; on 
spirituous beverages from £8.35 to £8.81 per litre; 
on fortified wines from £1.22 to £1.29 per litre; and on 
other strong liquor from £1.22 to £1.29 per litre. 
 
The Customs Resolution 2023 is revoked as it is superseded by the 2024 Resolution. 
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The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Customs Resolution Order 2024 is noted.  Does 
any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion?  There is no debate.  Is there any 
objection to passing this Motion?  There is no objection.  The Order is noted. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the Falkland Islands Tourist Board 
Annual Report and Financial Statements Year ended 30 June 2023  and the Falkland Islands 
National Accounts 2011-2022 be noted. 
 
As way of explanation Mr Speaker, the Falklands Tourist Board annual report, financial 
statement, as ordered by Mazars LLP covers the period just said, 30 June 2023, and I'm happy 
to report to the House that it's got a clean bill of health, and I commend it to the House.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Falkland Islands Tourist Board Annual Report and 
Financial Statements Year ended 30 June 2023 and the Falkland Islands National Accounts 2011 
- 2022 are noted.  Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion?   
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, I'd like to thank my Honourable colleague for introducing these. Just on the matter 
of the fund of the National accounts. They are obviously between the period 2011 to 2022.  I 
wondered if my Honourable colleague, I know there has been a shortage of staff in in in that 
area, I wondered if he could give some idea of how we will be bringing these figures more up 
to date in the future. Please. Thanks 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable MLA Spink for his question. You are quite right. I think this, the delay 
was very much caused by the inability to get ourselves an economist, which went on for at least 
over a year. And I'm afraid this is very much about people. So, if we keep people in post, I'm 
hopeful that we will be able to fetch these in a timely manner in the future. 
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The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
I’d like to thank my  Honourable colleague for his reply. Thank you.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Honourable Member wish to speak? No.  Honourable Members, the motion is that 
the Falkland Islands Tourist Board annual report and financial statements for the year ended 
30th June 2023, and the Falkland Islands National Accounts, 2011 – 2022 are noted. Is there any 
objection to passing this Motion?  There is no objection.  The reports and accounts are noted. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the Falklands Landholdings 
Corporation Annual Report and Financial Statements Year ended 30 June 2023 be noted.   
 
The FLH annual report and financial statements year end 30 June 2023 are presented to the 
House for noting, in accordance with section 57 of the Finance and Audit Ordinance and Section 
8 of the Falklands Landholdings Ordinance 2000. 
 
Independent auditors Mazars note that the statements give a fair and true view of the state of 
the Corporation's affairs of the last financial year and within the board members report, it is 
noted that the principal activities of FLH remain the production and export of high quality 
greasy wool to buyers around the world, plus sale of beef cattle and surplus sheep to Sand Bay 
abattoir.  
 
The business continues to operate in an efficient manner with strong governance over farming 
and business operations. The report also explains that FLH is understandably reliant on the wool 
export prices for greasy wool with very little influence over prices received. Wool prices were 
reasonable during the first half of 2022/, but global events, including the cost of living crisis, 
have contributed to difficulties in the wool market, meaning the remainder of the wool clip had 
fewer offers, which is noted to be unusual even in a falling market. More wool was sold in 2023, 
but at reduced prices, 7% of the seasons clip remains unsold at present. The net effect has led 
to the business moving from a position of profit of £194,812 in 2021/22 to a relatively small but 
unwelcome loss in the year of £38,997.  
 
FLH recognizes the vulnerability of the global greasy wool market and continues to explore 
opportunities to reduce reliance on sale of greasy wool. It has also been fully recognized by the 
board that the challenges presented to staff have been many over the last financial year. The 
team at Falkland Land Holdings are highly valued, and thanks go to them for their efforts and 
commitment.  
 
A full profit and loss account for the year is set out on page 6 of the statements. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Falklands Landholdings Corporation Annual 
Report and Financial Statements Year ended 30 June 2023 are noted.  Does any Honourable 
Member wish to speak to the Motion?  There is no debate.  Is there any objection to passing 
this Motion?  There is no objection.  The Report and Accounts are noted. 
 
The Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Questions for Oral Response 
 
Question Number 19 of 2024 by Honourable John Birmingham 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Can the Honourable Peter Biggs explain the reasons for the length of time taken to repair the 
road from the 1914 Memorial to the Reservoir Road. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this work is being completed in two phases. The first Phase 
from the 1914 Memorial to the Sure entrance and the second phase from the Sure entrance to 
Reservoir Road.  
 
The first phase of works was scheduled to be completed in 12 weeks and is currently forecast 
to finish on the 17th July, which is the full 12 week period.  
 
RSK are awaiting the arrival of the materials for the second phase. This phase is due to 
commence in mid-October and will take 45 weeks to complete, finishing at the end of July 2026.  
 
This is not considered to be an excessive period of time and is in line with previous concrete 
upgrade works which have taken place on Ross Road. The works include removal of existing 
road surface and pavement, excavation to formation, installation and compaction of new 
formation layer, installation of new surface water drainage, new kerbing, new footpath and 
new road surface.  
 
A significant proportion of the time required is to allow for the curing of the concrete. 
Approximately 6m panels will be poured 2 at a time and then require a minimum of 14 days 
curing before they can be trafficked to allow access to further panels, with full strength not 
reached for 28 days.  
 
PWD and RSK are working to minimise the disruption but the poor condition of the current road 
surface and formation mean that these works are essential. 
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The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
I thank the Honourable Peter Biggs for his explanation. I assume that it's actually going to be 
finished in 2025, hopefully it won't drift into 2026, but we never know the world is a mystery. 
 
I could ask further questions, but I don't think I will. Thank you, Mr Speaker 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question? 
 
The Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 20 of 2024 by Honourable John Birmingham 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Will the Honourable Gavin Short please  update this House on the “Portfolio Participation 
Project” that the Falkland Islands Development Corporation have set up. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, the Falkland Islands Development Corporation launched 
the Portfolio Participation Project on the 19 January 2024.  The aim of the project was to 
encourage Falkland Islands businesses and individuals to invest in the Corporation in support 
of business opportunities. 
 
The participation required a minimum £2,000 per subscription, which would earn an annual 
percentage return for the next 5 years.  Under the project, FIDC opened up a portion of its 
interest payments from its loan portfolio to be purchased by up to 250 subscribers. The interest 
rate offered to subscribers is set at 2.5% above the Bank of England base lending rate. 
 
In May the Managing Director reported that 100% of the subscription agreements had been 
allocated (250 subscribers) which equated to £500,000 in potential monies for the project.  In 
total of the 21 subscribers, 17 were individual and 4 were businesses.  They have received 
£340,000 in payments and all subscribers have until 30 June 2024 to make payment, with the 
vast majority having now done so.   
 
FIDC is charging a small administration fee of £10 per subscription.  
 
He further advised that FIDC had applied to the Tax Office for consideration of an exemption 
for subscribers under the Taxation Duties Ordinance 1987, once they have received a response, 
he would be able to update the Board and subscribers.   
 
The Managing Director will be submitting to the next Board meeting in July, several project 
initiatives in which the monies from the project could be invested into. 
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The scheme (and payback) is backed by the present basket of loans in FIDCs total portfolio of 
loans that are stable, have no history of payment defaults and the capital repayment and 
interest received from said loans over a five-year period. This feeds into what I am about to say 
as further information. 
 
As I have said, the projects are being worked on for presentation to the board in July.  
 
However, the fallback position will be to use these funds to lend out to borrowers as FIDC would 
in the normal course of business. In this scenario FIDC is effectively using private money to fund 
new loans, in as much as it can without violating current banking and loans ordinances, instead 
of drawing on public funds as we traditionally would have. The advantage of this is that it 
reduces the draw on public funds, but on the other hand the interest payments clearly accrue 
to the private individuals, rather than as an income to FIDC as they have traditionally.  
 
The first interest and capital repayments will be made on the 30th June 2025 – 12 months after 
the scheme is due to start on the 1st July 2024. The interest rate achieved is linked to the overall 
return on the FIDC loan book, so will vary from year to year depending on the UK base rate and 
the make-up of the loan book. However, we would expect it to be somewhere in the 6-7% range 
for 2024/25.  
 
There is certainly a risk that FIDC cannot find suitable projects to invest these funds into. 
However, the fallback position would be to use the funds to support general lending, meaning 
that a return would be generated, and allowing interest payments to the private investors. 
There of course is a small risk that nobody wishes to borrow money from FIDC, but history 
suggests that general loan amounts are relatively steady year-on-year, and we know we have 
a number in the pipeline currently.   
 
Mr Speaker, I did wonder what may happen in the worst case scenario of FIDC not being able 
to achieve a breakeven position will FIG be expected to cover any losses made by the scheme 
and was assured that: With the limited scheme in place, this cannot happen, as the individual 
investors returns are linked to the actual returns generated from the loan book. FIDC have only 
raised £500,000. This covers approximately 20% of the total loan book, meaning that the overall 
risk is small. If, for example, FIG were to stop all subvention funding for FIDC then the scheme 
would need to be closed and cash returned to the investors as the organisation could not 
operate, however we hope that Honourable Members will continue to fund at least the basic 
operating costs and project costs of FIDC as they have done over many years.  
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. I thank the Honourable Member for his reply. A 
supplementary, please.  Does the Honourable Gavin short agree with me that the main purpose 
of asking questions in this House is to inform members of the public, and does he also agree 
that it's not only the right, but also the duty of members to do so, and that would he agree that 
it is the duty not only of members of the civil service to answer questions in this House if they 
are legitimate, but also those organizations who are in receipt of major amounts of taxpayer 
funding. 
 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 27 June 2024 

13 

The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I cannot disagree with any of the points the Honourable 
gentleman makes. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Honourable Member wish to speak to that or ask a supplementary question.  
 
The Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 21 of 2024 by Honourable John Birmingham 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Will the Honourable Mark Pollard please inform this House on any progress towards the 
provision of toilets for use by the public at the ferry heads on both East and West Falklands. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
MLAs recently asked officers at DCS to progress work on providing toilets at both sides of the 
ferry run. 
 
Port Howard 
The owners of Port Howard were already in the process of developing new facilities for visitors. 
After negotiation, and a contribution towards the costs from the Falkland Islands Tourist Board, 
the toilets will be a public facility, open to all.  Port Howard management require no further 
contribution from FIG save some signage, which DCS will organise if needed.  These toilets 
should be operational, along with the new facility, by Peat Cutting Weekend in October.  And, 
I would like to personally thank the people at Port Howard for doing that as well. 
 
New Haven 
A proposal has been presented to Members to develop toilets at New Haven. DCS and PWD are 
jointly working on a full design and cost for different options.  A fully costed proposal is 
anticipated to be before Members by October 2024, with anticipated completion, dependant 
on funding decisions, by the conclusion of this coming summer season. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I'd like to thank the Honourable Mark Pollard for his 
answer.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or comment? 
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The Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 22 of 2024 by Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Can the Honourable Peter Biggs please inform this House as to whether a public information 
session will be forthcoming on the spoil dump site? If it is not likely to happen, then will the 
Honourable Member please explain why and perhaps provide some information through the 
House today? 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, There is currently no planned public information session 
planned. The main reason for this is lack of resource. DPW recently apologised to Members for 
not being able to organise a public briefing session prior to the submission of the EXCO Paper 
on the legislative drafting detailing the amendments to the Commons Ordinance. However, 
high workload other priorities have meant he has not been able to dedicate time to this 
particular piece of work and felt it unreasonable to ask other members of his staff to do so.  
 
As discussed with Members at his monthly briefing, a full page article was prepared for the 
Penguin News, which was published last week, Friday 21st June.  
 
Regarding information on the spoil tip site, much of this information can be found in the article 
published last week. It also provides contact details for those that may wish further 
information.  
 
I can tell you that PWD procured services to carry out comprehensive assessments and 
environmental studies of potential sites to develop for further spoil deposits. 
Factors that were considered included:  

- designation of Stanley Common as a National Nature Reserve; 
- moving away from the current site in an Important Plant Area; 
- environmental impacts of spoil disposal; 
- ease of access and proximity of the site to current and future developments;  
- minimising hauling time and cost resulting in a lower environmental footprint; and 
- the area available to allow for sizeable amounts of material to be deposited. 

 
Following thorough review, PWD obtained relevant regulatory approvals to undertake 
operational development of a new spoil disposal site located west of Stanley Gun Club on 
Stanley Common. 
 
The designated site will be prepared to accommodate a 130,000m2 area with associated works 
including the construction of a new access road, fencing and landscaping.  The working method 
will allow the spoil to be progressively dumped from east to west, stripping back existing peaty 
material where the spoil is to be placed, shaping into bunds and then covering with the 
vegetated peaty material.   
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The fill will then be shaped to tie in with the adjacent degraded peat banks to give the 
appearance of natural features.  This approach will promote early recovery allowing for gradual 
release of areas back to public access. Once the site reaches capacity, final restoration and 
aftercare schemes will be considered and submitted for approval as required under Condition 
4 of the granted planning permission. 
 
All reasonable and practicable measures have been taken to manage the associated risks from 
spoil disposal activities, ensuring that potential impacts have been evaluated and mitigated.  
The development of this site reflects awareness of the environmental impacts of construction 
activities and a desire to improve the sustainability of the industry.  
 
It is hoped to maintain similar levels of unlimited access, as currently exists, while increasing 
the presence at the site to ensure it is properly managed. Once in full operation the amount of 
management will vary, dependant on levels of deposits, but the expectation is that there will 
be an average presence of two days per week.  
 
Regular management of invasives will also be put in place and monitored to ensure it is at the 
correct frequency and is dealing with all species of concern.  
 
Works are expected to start on the access road and the initial stripping works in Late July, early 
August with the site being open no later than September.  
 
This will then allow spoil tipping to cease in the Cape Pembroke area and for remedial works to 
be carried out when resource and weather permit.  
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I'd like to Honourable Colleague for his response. Apologies. I asked 
this question before the Director PWD did come to see us, and explain why he wasn't delivering 
the public info session and also, before the article went in Penguin News and, indeed, before it 
went to EXCO earlier on this week for approval. 
 
I think, hopefully, there are some lessons learned from this. I personally believe that the 
moving, the change of where we dump the spoil, rather than dumping it on the Cape Pembroke 
National Nature Reserve, is a positive thing. I just wish we could have taken the public with us 
on this rather than, just sort of landing it coldly with them. 
 
It did come to Planning and Building, who put sort of stipulations on what would come next.  I 
do believe it is an improved situation, but hopefully next time when we consider doing things 
on the Common, we'll try and take the public with us, rather than just sort of land it sort of 
coldly and push on. Thank you. Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, I would like to thank the Honourable Member for his response and to assure him 
that lessons have been learned from this, and we will go to great lengths to make sure that any 
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future sites allocated have a process that starts a bit earlier and allows for the full range of 
public consultation.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Is there any other Honourable Member which raised a supplementary question? 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, and yes, I thank my colleagues for the question and the answer. I think 
this one has been a bit of a long running issue. I think we identified quite some years back now 
that the dumping of spoil on the Pembroke National Nature Reserve, right next to Important 
Plant Area, was a long way from ideal. And so, I know PWD carried out a great deal of work into 
finding alternative sites, and I'm grateful for that. I think the point about having taken the public 
with us, about having explained that more fully from the outset, would have been really helpful.  
 
Personally, I would have liked to have seen this come to Environment Committee, just for airing 
and for explaining why this is a better option than the others that were available. I'm glad it's 
happening, and I'm glad that there's a really well thought through plan for dealing with spoil 
and for how the site can be remediated in the future and returned to public use. But it's good 
to see progress. But yes, definitely, I think there were things that we could have done better, 
but I'm glad that we've got this so thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or comment? 
 
The Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 23 of 2024 by Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Can the Honourable Peter Biggs please give us an update on the Marine Managed Areas work, 
along with timelines for milestones and a likely end date for the project. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
The Marine Managed Areas project is progressing well and it is on track to be delivered.  
 
Last year FIG contracted MRAG, a UK-based marine consultancy company, to develop our policy 
on Marine Managed Areas (or MMAs for short). The contract started in October and will 
continue until the end of September this year. In March, the consultants held workshops with 
stakeholder groups in Stanley and Camp to ensure that they captured everyone’s views. The 
workshops helped them to refine the policy options that they are developing.   
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The consultants will deliver policy options for a Marine Managed Areas framework for the 
Falkland Islands, including goals, objectives and design criteria; a management and monitoring 
structure and strategy options; including the resourcing requirements of different options. 
These will also include drafting instructions for any laws that need to be created/amended, and 
the first draft of new MMA legislation. 
 
This will be delivered by 30 September and we will consult with the public and the stakeholder 
groups before any final decisions are made about MMAs. The consultation is expected to take 
place in November or December. Whilst the policy documents will be delivered as a final 
product, we will most likely ‘repackage’ them into a format, style etc that we think will be best 
received by stakeholders. 
 
I consider the ‘end of the project’ to be the legal designation and enactment of Marine 
Managed Areas. A timeline for this is difficult to predict and will depend somewhat on the 
outcomes of public consultation, wider legislative drafting programme priorities, and the 
approvals process by EXCO. But I am hopeful that MMAs will be enacted during 2025.  
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his answer. Yeah, it feels 
like it's been rumbling on forever, the MMA project, and I'm sure, hopefully the stakeholders 
involved will welcome the consultation coming out later in the year as well, on the on the 
options. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Honourable Member wish to speak?  
 
The Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 24 of 2024 by Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Can the Honourable John Birmingham offer us any statistics on the CT scanner, specifically how 
many scans have been done here as opposed to how many scans we used to send people away 
for? Also, what the estimated savings have been by not sending people overseas for scans that 
we have done in the Falkland Islands instead? 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Since its first scan on 28th January 2022, a total of 773 CT scans have been completed. A number 
of these will relate to repeat or different scans on the same patient. During the 2023 calendar 
year a total of 51 scans related to patients who may have otherwise have been sent overseas, 
or would have had longer or more frequent MTOs had a CT scanner not been available in 
Falkland Islands. In the calendar year 2024, this figure is 16 year-to-date. 
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The CT scanner has been regularly used for both routine referrals/ follow-up and in 
emergencies, the latter of which account for approximately 30% of use.  
 
However, it should also be made clear that the CT scanner will have had been a contributory 
factor in generating more, and earlier MTOs than would have otherwise occurred. This figure 
would be hard to ascertain, as the decision to send a patient on MTO will not always be made 
solely on the basis of a CT scan. However, the presence of the CT scanner will inevitably have 
revealed findings requiring either further investigation or treatment that would not have 
previously have been picked up in a such a timely manner, if at all.  Whilst this will have 
absolutely improved patient care and outcomes, the overall impact on the MTO budget is 
difficult to quantify, but will be adverse.  
 
Furthermore, the ongoing operation of the CT scanner generates significant costs in relation to 
its service contract, image reporting contract, consumables and staff time to operate it.  
 
In addition to being used on ordinarily resident entitled patients, the CT scanner has been of 
benefit to the MoD, with 21 scans being completed in 2023 and 16 this year to date. Non-
entitled patients, such as tourists, who are charged for the service, have also benefited from 
the service.  
 
The CT scanner has also been utilised to support the Coroner with post-mortem investigations.  
 
The mammogram, on the other hand, has definitively reduced the number of MTO referrals. 
Approximately 20 MTOs per annum are avoided, at a cost of approximately £90,000.  
 
In conclusion, whilst we can be certain that the net result of the CT Service has absolutely 
improved patient care, outcomes and experience, there has not been a reduction in costs.  
 
And if I may, Mr Speaker, take this opportunity to thank Nina and the team who go above and 
beyond to give us what is a very efficient service.  Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, Wow! 773 scans, I think that was in 2½ years. That's incredible, I think 
both with the CT scanner and the mammogram suite as well, I think that's fantastic news. I 
don't have any really follow up questions, other than to say that, that must have made a huge 
difference to a lot of peoples’ lives and probably, although whilst my Honourable colleague 
identified, that it's probably identified a lot of people that probably need to go away, and it's 
probably saved a lot of people having to unnecessarily travel as well. So, I think, that's just 
fantastic news. Thank you. Mr Speaker,  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable  Colleagues, I'd like to thank my Honourable colleague for his response 
to the question. Would he agree, I think things like the CT scanner should be measured on the 
outcomes for patients rather than actually the cost. I don't think the cost is the issue. I think it's 
the outcome for patients being able to get those scans here. And I think with greater use of 
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remote medical services, I think that's something that we should encourage the hospital to 
develop further. And I think at the HMSC meeting that I went to, there was discussion about 
how we can advance that, to improve the treatment of patients in the Falklands. And I think 
that is something that we don't look at in monetary terms. It's the outcomes for patients in the 
Falklands. I think that's the way we need to look at these things. Thank you.  
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. I very much thank both Honourable Members for their 
responses and absolutely it is about outcomes, there is nothing in health care that is anything 
other than expensive. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or a comment? 
  
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members this is of great interest, the reply given by the Honourable 
John Birmingham, and I fully concur with the statement made by the Honourable MLA Spink, 
this is not about pounds, shillings and pence. It's about people and quality of life. And I do think, 
this played a very great part and, there is more to come, because more and more equipment 
nowadays is, well, basically, I think it talks to somewhere in the world while it's doing stuff. So 
that sort was little bridge really into what I was going to ask the Honourable gentleman, he may 
not be able to answer in this sitting of the House. I fully appreciate that. I think a lot of this stuff, 
scans, presumably, are sent overseas for to be looked at or a second opinion? Has the hospital 
encountered any real problems in sending that amount of data, because I presume it is data 
heavy, when you're sending scans away for a second opinion. Have they encountered problems, 
one, two, sending scans? 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham. 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his supplementary there. In the beginning…., which sounds 
like a very famous book… In the beginning, I do believe here were some problems and, I've no 
need to say a great deal about the problems that we currently have with technology here in the 
Islands. But I do believe that the problems that were there at the very beginning have now 
improved greatly, but I'm more than happy to give a fuller answer to that question at a later 
date. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable gentleman for his reply, and very much look forward to hearing it.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Honourable Member wish to speak? 
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The Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motions 
 
Motion Number 09 of 2024 by the Honourable Jack Ford 
 
That this House accepts the response from the Governor (in Council) on the Public Accounts 
Committee review of the Emergency Services Digital Mobile Radio Project. 
 
The Honourable Jack Ford 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members Public Accounts Committee letter and recommendations on 
the Review of the Emergency Services Digital Mobile Radio Project was submitted to the House 
under Motion 13/2023 in October 2023.  The Public Accounts Committee in their review 
considered whether the funds spent on the Emergency Services Digital Mobile Radio Project 
represented value for money in terms of economy, efficiency and effectiveness. 
 
The review made four specific recommendations and the responses are as follows:  
 
Recommendation One: Tightening training plans, record-keeping and roles and 
responsibilities for new equipment 
 
The PAC recommends that in order to ensure value for money a well-thought through 
programme of training is made mandatory, as are responsibilities clearly allocated when 
new technology or equipment is procured. 

 
a) The review identified better value for money would have been gained if detailed 

training for the technology had accompanied the purchase of the technology and 
equipment and been part of the contract as the responsibility of the 
service/technology provider. Training plans may include such information as: training 
format; officers responsible for delivering or arranging training; officers who are to 
undergo training; training deliverables; relevant timelines and ongoing arrangements 
to deliver refresher and new staff training. 
 

b) Further, the PAC would suggest that FIG ensure roles and responsibilities with 
regards to new equipment be made clear, written down and kept. Such roles may 
include responsibly for training, maintenance, service standard reviews and 
contractor management. Such documents are likely to address some of the issues 
that arise from high staff turnover. 

 
c) The PAC review highlights the crucial importance of training records being kept, 

particularly in situations where use of equipment is relied upon to save and preserve 
life. 

 
FIG Response:  
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A considerable amount of time has passed since the original procurement of the digital radio 
project.  During this time several major changes have been made within FIG.  The move to 
ProActis e-procurement provides a more robust tender process and recording to be in place 
which can include initial training and ongoing refresher training as part of the procurement 
process or can include a train the trainer programme.   
 
Procurement training is being added to the FIG induction process and specific more detailed 
training will be provided to those who need it within their role with FIG.  
 
Whilst the Directorate of Emergency Services & Island Security is now operating on a more 
collaborative and collegiate basis than previously.  Any future cross-functional projects such as 
a new communications system, will be delivered using a network of key personnel who are 
responsible for project delivery (and training) in their respective area of business, working 
together, to ensure any new system of service is functional across the relevant areas of service 
delivery.  
 
The Emergency Services do hold extensive information on training and development within the 
individual services particularly relating to use of equipment for protecting life.  In the past this 
has not always been extended to the importance of communications equipment and training.  
Some services do have individuals tasked with managing and delivering communications 
training and this is being extended to all element of the directorate to ensure regular, 
standardised training is put in place. 
 
This training requirement will be mandated within individual staff members personal 
development plans and tested within annual exercises. 
 
Recommendation Two: Matching technology to Falklands reality and high-churn 
departments 
 
The PAC recommends that procurement of equipment and technology should go through a 
sense-check to ensure it is appropriate to the needs and nature of operating that equipment 
in the Falklands. Whilst it is important that it is ‘future proofed’ it is even more important 
that it is ‘present proofed’. 
 
The review, in recommending the above, suggests that in considering such procurements an 
assessment of whether ongoing knowledge of and familiarity with the equipment is likely to 
suffer in high churn departments. Furthermore, in order to ensure value for money in the 
procurement of equipment and technology, it is vital that all users of any system understand 
how that system is going to work on the ground. Cross-department capital projects must 
meaningfully involve all relevant departments throughout the process, or risk failure. 
 
FIG Response: 
  
The procurement of technology can be extremely complex.  It is dependent on a robust 
procurement and complete through life process that addresses the initial design scope and 
specifications, procurement, training, maintenance & support until end of system life. 
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By moving to ProActcis the FIG online procurement system the tendering process is well 
documented and different technology options can be scored against one another and 
weighted for key aspects of the service, training delivery and ongoing support and spares 
availability to ensure the best mix of technology, training and support within a given project 
can be achieved while providing value for money. 
 
This procurement process is linked directly to the contract award process which can be used 
to deliver support and training through the life of the contract if it is required. 
 
The project owner will work with DCS to ensure relevant stakeholders are consulted regarding 
the specifications to ensure that staff-turnover and suitability of “kit” are robustly defined 
within the contracting process. 

 
Recommendation Three: Renewal of Maintenance Contracts and Planning for Obsolescence 
 
The PAC recommends the FIG ensure timely renewal of maintenance contracts and where 
technology or equipment is set to become obsolete replacement plans are acted upon before 
unserviceability ensues. 
 
In light of the state of emergency services communications equipment prior to the Digital 
Mobile Radio system being bought, the PAC stresses the importance of ensuring that 
maintenance contracts are renewed accordingly and, if technology is set to become obsolete 
or reach the end of its usable life, that a replacement plan is acted upon well before the 
equipment becomes unserviceable to ensure value for money is achieved. 
 
FIG Response:  
 
DCS have undertaken considerable work to complete contracts register with in FIG to manage 
contract life cycles and individual directorates manage their own risk registers and plan for 
equipment lifecycles within their department budgets and applications for capital 
expenditure.   
 
Each directorate tracks live Operations & Maintenance contracts for equipment support to 
ensure items remain operational and will highlight future obsolescence. 
 
This work also feeds into the FIG Corporate risk register and is assessed according to severity 
of risk and potential impact and enable prioritisation. 
 
Recommendation Four: Radical improvement in Electronic Information Retention 
 
The PAC recommends that FIG adopt a basic standard for the archival of electronic 
communication which our report found to be wholly inadequate for good governance. 
 
The PAC noted the difficulty in gathering information due to the natural churn of FIG officers. 
This was exacerbated by poor archiving of electronic information. A basic standard for 
archiving of electronic communications so as to ensure that these are filed according to 
subject matter and not deleted upon the departure of officers is essential to help FIG officers 
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new in post as well as requests for information from the PAC or other parties as part of good 
governance. 
 
The PAC notes ExCo Paper 25/23 ‘Corporate Record Retention and Destruction Policy’, given 
the PAC’s constitutional governance role the PAC recommends that FIG consider whether all 
documents relating to tender bids be considered ‘statutory/legal’ as per the description in 
ExCo 25/23 (page 10) and retain those documents as a matter of course. Financial Instructions 
do not contain any instructions with regards to the retention of tender documents at present. 
 
FIG Response:  
 
Over the past five years FIG has improved and developed its records management procedures, 
policies, and conducted staff training to raise awareness of the importance of managing 
corporate records.  
 
Regarding retention of records, each government department now has a records retention 
schedule. This document outlines what records should be captured, why, and for how long 
they are stored for before either being securely destroyed or transferred to the Jane Cameron 
National Archives for permanent preservation. This covers all formats and media, including 
electronic information.   
 
Going forward FIG will be developing practices further and progressing plans for a dedicated 
electronic document records management system which will centralise and support the 
effective capture, retention and long-term digital preservation of all electronic records 
including those deemed archival value by the Jane Cameron National Archives. All the above 
is undertaken in line with professional standards and best practice. This has been included in 
FIG IT Strategy and will be in place by Q3 2025. 
 
DCS will always use ProActis, FIG’s online procurement system, for tenders of this size, creating 
a record of processes, documents, queries, clarifications and outcomes. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, do any Honourable Members wish to the speak to that Motion, 
particularly the Honourable Members of the PAC.  Do you have any comments on that 
response? 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Mr Speaker, no, I don't have any. I would like to thank my Honourable colleague, Jack Ford for 
his efforts in reading out the full set of recommendations and responses. That sums it up all up 
perfectly, but it very importantly, gets that important message out to the public on the work 
that the Public Accounts Committee has done. So, I thank him for that. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Honourable Member wish to comment on the Motion. 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion is that this House accepts the response from the Governor 
(in Council) on the Public Accounts Committee report on the Emergency Services, Digital, 
Mobile Radio Project. Is there any objection to passing that motion? There is no objection, that 
motion is carried. 
 
The Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motion Number 10 of 2024 by the Honourable Roger Spink 
 
This House approves the recommendation of the Report To The Legislative Assembly - From 
The Statute Law Commissioner - Application Of United Kingdom Laws (Reporting period: 1 April 
to 31 May 2024) - submitted under section 25 of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 
2017. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Under the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017, the Statute Law Commissioner is 
required to report regularly to the Assembly on new laws made in the United Kingdom. 
 
This report covers the period 1 April to 31 May 2024.  
 
Submission of regular reports enables the Assembly to: 
 

- consider all UK laws made in the period;  
- understand which apply to the Falkland Islands; and  
- make decisions around the adoption of UK laws.  

 
The report covers 13 Acts and approximately 285 statutory instruments.  
 

1. UK laws directly applied to FI   
 
ACTS:  Three Acts of direct application have been made during the reporting period. 
 
The British Nationality (Irish Citizens) Act 2024 applies, in full, directly to the Falkland Islands.  
The Act amends the British Nationality Act 1981 to create a new route to British citizenship for 
certain people born in Ireland, and extends to all British overseas territories, as the 1981 Act 
does.  The Act is likely to be of minimal practical effect in the Falkland Islands. 
 
Two Acts made in the reporting period contain provision enabling the extension of them to 
Falkland Islands by UK Order; the Victims and Prisoners Act 2024 and the Investigatory Powers 
(Amendment) Act 2024.   
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Part 3 of the Victims and Prisoners Act 2024 contains provision for an infected blood 
compensation scheme, following on from the contamination of blood products which has been 
the subject of a UK public enquiry.  Section 80 provides that the Act may be extended to the 
Falkland Islands (amongst other UK territories).  This is believed to be so that any persons 
affected in the Falkland Islands can potentially benefit from the compensation scheme.  It is 
not known if there are any such persons in the Falkland Islands. 
 
The Investigatory Powers (Amendment) Act 2024 amends the Investigatory Powers Act 2016.  
As with the 2016 Act, the 2024 Act provides that it may be extended to the British overseas 
territories.  The Acts make provision in relation to communications data, the interception of 
communications data, and equipment interference.  The 2024 Act brings that provision up to 
date in the face of evolving threats to UK.  Neither Act has been extended to the Falkland Islands 
and it is not believed that there are any plans to do so. 
 
SECONDARY INSTRUMENTS:  Six Orders and two sets of Regulations of direct application have 
been made during the reporting period. 
 
Two Regulations and an Order dealing with disciplinary matters in the Armed Forces have been 
made during the reporting period which extend directly to the Falkland Islands.  However, none 
of the provisions are thought to have any specific relevance to the Falkland Islands.  
 
Five Orders under the UK’s international financial and trade sanctions regime have been made 
to update restrictions; in connection with a range of countries, including Russia, Somalia and 
Syria.  The Orders all apply directly to the Falkland Islands, but none of the updates appear of 
any specific relevance to the Falkland Islands. 
 

2. Falkland Islands adoption of UK law  
 
ACTS:  Two Acts have been partly adopted under the law of the Falkland Islands, during the 
period of this report, through the automatic updating provisions of the Law Revision and 
Publication Ordinance 2017.  
 
The Legislative Assembly should consider whether those changes should continue to apply in 
the Falkland Islands. 
 
The first Act is the Investigatory Powers (Amendment) Act 2024.  Section 14 and the Schedule 
to the Act make consequential amendments to the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974.  
The 1974 has been adopted for limited purposes in the Falkland Islands; in relation to offshore 
minerals development.  The amendments appear to be very minor, and given that the 
application of the 1974 Act in the Falkland Islands is currently subject to substantial review with 
a view to its replacement (as part of the overhaul/updating of offshore health and safety 
policies), it is not proposed that any steps should be taken to modify the automatic adoption 
of the amendments made by the 2024 Act.   
 
The second Act is the Digital Markets, Competition of Consumers Act 2024.  The Act creates a 
new regime in connection with competition in UK digital markets.  Digital markets are where 
businesses develop and apply new technologies for the benefit of other businesses or 
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consumers, or create new products and services using digital capabilities to connect groups of 
users; including digital services such as social media, mobile applications and online shopping.  
The Act largely amends legislation which does not apply in the Falkland Islands, but it also 
makes various consequential amendments to some legislation which has been adopted in the 
Falkland Islands (e.g. the Trade Marks Act 1994).  However, the amendments appear to have 
no practical effect in the Falkland Islands, so no change to the application of the amendments 
is recommended.   
 
SECONDARY INSTRUMENTS:  Seven secondary instruments have been adopted (at least in 
part) in the law of the Falkland Islands during the period of this report through operation of 
the automatic updating provisions of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017.   
 
The Legislative Assembly should also consider whether those changes should continue to apply 
in the Falkland Islands. 
 
The first three instruments amend Merchant Shipping legislation; dealing with; the carriage of 
dangerous goods/harmful substances; the carriage of cargoes; and the prevention of pollution 
by garbage from ships.  
 
All three instruments reflect updates to ensure UK compliance with international conventions; 
the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 (SOLAS), and the International 
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973 (MARPOL).   
 
Two of the instruments have been the subject of detailed consultations by the UK Maritime 
Coastguard Agency, which were drawn to the attention of the Head of Maritime.  The Head of 
Maritime confirmed that there should be no difficulty presented by the adoption of the 
instruments in the Falkland Islands; highlighting that there are a limited number of “new” 
measures involved and that the draft regulations have been drawn to the attention of the vessel 
operator most likely to be affected by the provisions (in connection with the provision of coastal 
shipping services).     
 
The third merchant shipping instrument makes a minor amendment to requirements in relation 
to the keeping of garbage record books.   
 
The Falkland Islands has adopted both Conventions, so should also meet the updated 
requirements of them. 
 
The instruments implement the Conventions by amending existing law, but also by 
consolidating and making new provision.  Although the amendments are automatically adopted 
under the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance, not all new provisions appear to apply 
automatically.  For clarity, and the effective, coherent application of the relevant law, it is 
recommended that the relevant Merchant Shipping Regulations are adopted in full by way of 
amendment of the Schedule to the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017.  A draft 
amending Order for this purpose is annexed to the report. 
 
The other secondary instruments which are automatically adopted, at least in part, deal with; 
implementation of the UK’s new trans-Pacific partnership; and the post-brexit regulation of 
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product safety and product weights and measures.  The relevant amendments are not 
considered to have any, or any significant practical effect in the Falkland Islands.  In the 
circumstances, it is recommended that no change be made to the automatic adoption of the 
relevant instruments in the Falkland Islands.   
 
OTHER UK LAWS: 
 
Finally, the Statute Law Commissioner has reviewed all other UK laws made during the 
reporting period, to consider whether to recommend to the Assembly that any of them should 
be adopted.  However, no recommendations are made; the laws are either unsuitable for 
adoption in the Falkland Islands or would require considerable modification and policy 
development.   
 
Although no recommendation is made in relation to the Automated Vehicles Act 2024, it is 
noted that the Falkland Islands will need to consider in due course whether and how to regulate 
for automated vehicles in the Falkland Islands.  That is because the Act paves the way for the 
introduction of automated vehicles (both those with a user in charge, and without) in UK from 
2026; meaning there is a possibility that individuals will seek to import such vehicles into the 
Falkland Islands in due course, that completes the report. 
 
The Acting Attorney General 
 
Mr Speaker, happy to second. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members Does any Member wish to speak to the Motion? 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his information there. Unfortunately, there isn't a number 
on the page, but I was particularly taken by the Digital Markets, Competition and Consumers 
Act of 2024, that you gave us some information.  And the second paragraph down which I 
thought was fascinating when it explains that “digital markets are markets where businesses 
develop and apply new technologies for the benefit of other businesses or consumers, or create 
new products and services using digital capabilities to connect groups of users in new and 
innovative ways. This includes digital services such as social media, mobile applications and 
online shopping”. I thank him for reading that out. I thought that was very illuminating. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Honourable Member wish to comment or raise a supplementary question on that 
Motion? 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion is that this House approves the recommendation of the 
report to the Legislative Assembly from the Statute Law Commissioner on the application of 
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United Kingdom laws reporting period first of April to the 31st of May 2024, and this report is 
submitted under Section 25 of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 
 
Does any Honourable Member have any objection to passing that motion?  There is no 
objection.  
 
It is resolved by the Legislative Assembly this 27 June 2024 that: 
 
(a) the recommendations of the Statute Law Commissioner made to the Legislative Assembly 
under section 25(5) of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 are approved;  
 
(b) the Assembly recommends that the Governor makes an Order in the form (or in substantially 
similar form) to the Order annexed to the Statute Law Commissioner’s Report; 
 
and the Statute Law Database should be amended accordingly. 
 
The Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio Reports 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Mr Speaker, I'd first like to extend my thanks to Director of Natural Resources and the 
Directorate of Natural Resources, the General Manager of South American Atlantic Service, Jill 
Ford, General Manager of Falkland Islands Meat Company, David Roberts, and General 
Manager of Falklands Landholdings, John Ferguson, for the content of this report. 
 
Agriculture 
 
Saladero in January, Michael O'Neill from Australia visited to officially scan the back fat 
measurements of the young rams so they can be part of the sheep genetics Australia database, 
which is important for generating back fat content data. Back fat is an important survivability 
production parameter to measure. 
 
The RAM sale in March was reasonable compared to previous years. Michylla Seal visited to do 
a much shortened AI program in May, only two farms plus Saladero.  Four farms have 
withdrawn or are withdrawing from the Responsible Wool Standard. That's the RWS. There 
were some very successful sessions by Lucy and Andy on the West and East about quality 
Falklands wool and RWS, which were very well attended and positively received. 
 
There was some criticism about the slow process of the Farm Improvement Program (FIP) last 
year. And so, this year, we have issued application forms out already, and the deadline was this 
week, but some have already asked for extensions. 
 
Andy Pollard will help review and allocate funds this year, and letters will be sent out after 
Farmers’ Week. 
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There have been several farm visits sessions in the last six months. A Falklands Conservation 
partnered pasture monitoring workshop was not well attended in January, but it had to be at 
that time of the year for the growth and flowering time of plants. 
 
The quality Falklands wool, Responsible Wool Standard visits were much better attended.  At 
both workshops. Mobile fecal egg counting was offered as this is part of the RWS requirements, 
but this was not well taken up, so more encouragement to farms is going to be put in so that 
they can send samples to Stanley when required. 
 
Wildfire training workshops were also run by the Forestry Commission, and they were well 
attended. 
 
Andy Pollard was Acting Head of Agriculture from March to May, and got moving on several 
projects. Matt Davis, who's the incoming Head of Agriculture, arrives on 15th July. The position 
of Agricultural Advisor, Land Management and Grazing Systems has been offered to Olivia 
Woodiwiss, and she should arrive August this year.  Recruitment for Livestock Agriculture 
Advisor is to be driven forward once Matt has settled in. 
 
As usual, the Agriculture and Veterinary team continue to work closely with FIMCO, both 
operationally and at a board level, providing support as required. They were involved in the 
recent information gathering for the updated business plan. And as you'll hear about later in 
my FIMCO updates, there also have been supporting their export market approvals. 
 
At Vets and Biosecurity. There were two significant Avian Flu outbreaks over the last summer 
season, as many will be aware, nine minor with significant albatross deaths on Steeple Jason 
and Gentoo penguins on Sea Lion Island in particular, a review of the FIG approach has 
concluded, and only minor tweaks and clarifications to the response guidelines will be added 
to the 24/25 response. We must be prepared for a significantly worse season as now the virus 
is circulating in the South Atlantic wildlife populations. Looking at trends in the northern 
hemisphere, outbreaks seem to follow a pattern of two bad years. So, we unfortunately must 
prepare for a similar pattern in the southern hemisphere. 
 
Recent reports of increasing mammalian and livestock infections must also be monitored too. 
 
Therefore, biosecurity and response measures to prevent human disease and the spread of the 
virus by human means remains very important. 
 
A seasonal or number of seasonal Avian Flu officers will be engaged to deal with a lot of the day 
to day operational response as needed. This will include things such as swabbing and logging 
swabs. 
 
The necessary work in this area has detracted from other veterinary projects that were planned 
for the start of 2024 revisiting hydatids eradication, a review of old livestock legislation and a 
full herd health farm visit program, for example, have all been delayed due to lack of resources. 
 
Both current contract veterinary officers elected to not renew their contracts and will leave in 
August and September 24 respectively.  The first recruitment round has resulted in one good 
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candidate from New Zealand being recruited who will arrive end of October.  The Second 
recruitment round currently in progress. Plans have been made to cover shortfalls with clinical 
locums.  

Fisheries Management 
 
106 jiggers have been inspected and licensed since the start of the year. 
 
Vessels standards presented were very high on average and all jiggers achieved the standard 
to be issued a 3 year letter of comfort. 
 
MRAG were awarded the service provider contract for the provision of observers in the loligo 
fleet. They have undertaken their first deployment under the terms of the new contract, with 
the second deployment starting on the 27th July. 
 
ExCo approval has been gained for the replacement of the archaic Vessel Monitoring System 
(VMS) and stakeholders will be visiting the Islands in July to consult on the implementation plan 
of the replacement system with FIG and industry. 
 
Policy and economic support is being provided in a service contract, providing essential support 
on key projects. 

A review of ITQ fees is underway and a paper has been presented to EXCO regarding the 
direction of the project going forwards, this was approved a couple of days ago and more 
information will be out in the public soon. 

Work is on-going on an Illex allocation policy for 2025 and 2026. 

The joint (FIG-FIFCA) economic survey of the Illex fishery is underway, with visits to both Taiwan 
and Korea undertaken by the project providers. The outputs from the project are expected 
towards the end of 2024. 

Two new Fisheries Protection Officers have been recruited and will be arriving in the next 
couple of months. In addition, there are 3 new observers starting imminently within the 
department. 

Fisheries Science 
 
Parallel trawl surveys were conducted during February of the Loligo Box fishing area (east of 
the Falkland Islands) and the groundfish area (north, west, and south of the Falkland Islands). 
Loligo squid had the highest 1st pre-season biomass estimate since 2006. Rock cod, red cod and 
southern hake were found to have significantly lower biomasses since the groundfish surveys 
were started in 2010, but signs of recovery or stabilization since about 2020. Most commercial 
species did not show statistically significant survey biomass trends since 2010. 
 
The total catch of Loligo squid during the 1st season of 2024 was 47,475 tonnes; the fourth-
lowest of the past five years, but well above the long-term average. Following a review of data 
requirements in this fishery, marine mammal observer cover was switched during 1st season to 
every vessel having an observer for half the season, rather than full season. 
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A total of 145,561 tonnes Illex squid were caught through to the end of May; the highest Illex 
catch since 2021. A total of 14,249 tonnes hake was caught through to the end of May, the 
lowest since 2020 but higher than every year earlier than 2019. Loligo, Illex, and hake together 
accounted for 96.9% of the total commercial fishery catch taken through to the end of May. 
 
Two stock assessment scientists have been recruited from overseas, and will arrive in the 
Falkland Islands in July and August. 
 
A data manager has been recruited locally, to replace Hayden Eldridge who has transferred to 
Licensing Officer, and will start his position at the end of July. 

 
Minerals 
Oil & gas 

A three-day workshop was held with Navitas in May, which covered a number of fiscal areas.  
A range of action is ongoing to reach agreement on these areas. 

Navitas submitted their Environmental Impact Statement(EIS) for public consultation, which 
will start on 24 June and run until 5 August. Navitas are responsible for much of the publicity 
around the consultation and will be holding workshops in Stanley and Camp. Director Mineral 
Resources will be managing the collection of responses between all parties, and will work to 
ensure all key stakeholder groups are invited to participate.  

The Field Development Plan (FDP) is in a final draft form. It will come to EXCO for approval 
following the EIS consultation in the latter part of this year. 

Work is ongoing to develop the new offshore health, safety and environment legislation, which 
will be combined into a single ordinance. A second draft of the new ordinance produced by the 
Legal team is currently with the Minerals’ team for review. After the ordinance is finalised, the 
next stage is to produce the associated regulations and guidance, which will spell out in more 
detail how the ordinance is implemented. In addition, the Offshore Minerals Ordinance 1994 
this will need to be edited to remove any parts which will be covered by the new ordinance. 

A policy on the financial security required from oil and gas developers for decommissioning is 
being drafted and is expected to be ready in July. When the Offshore Minerals Ordinance 1994  
is amended, the agreed rules around decommissioning finance will be added into it. 

Gold 

Warrah Resources were back in the Falklands for two weeks in June to carry out more survey 
work. 

Work has commenced on drafting a policy on royalties from precious metals. This will come to 
Executive Council in due course.  

The new Offshore Environmental Advisor started in April and a new Deputy Director of Natural 
Resources started in May (who is also going to be the lead manager to the Directorate of 
Mineral Resources). 
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A new Project Director has been appointed and is expected to arrive in July, while the new 
Administration Manager has been appointed and will start at the end of June. 

Moving away from the Directorate of Natural Resources and to the South America Atlantic 
Service (SAAS). 
 
During April 2024, SAAS end of our charter with the MV Scout after almost 14 years of 
continuous service to the Islands. Over the years she has completed around 474 sailings, 
carrying approximately a total of 36,200 twenty-foot containers to and from the Islands, 
although there were some difficult periods. Scout has served us and the Islands extremely well, 
and even during Covid times the service did not falter.  
 
With the final departure of the Scout we were very excited to welcome our new charter vessel, 
MV Unispirit. The Unispirit is a much larger vessel and provides SAAS with a greater capacity for 
loading our export shipments, this allows us to meet the higher demand for exports that now 
exists and which continues to grow. The vessel will also provide an opportunity for us to 
consider larger import project cargo for the Islands.  The Unispirit charter maintains our long 
standing relationship with vessel owners, crewing and management companies, which are the 
same as with the Scout, and we will see many of the crew from the Scout returning on the 
Unispirit. 
 
SAAS’ capital projects have experienced some delays for reasons outside of their control, 
however the SAAS yard development is now proceeding at a good pace, if weather conditions 
allow we would expect to see phase 1 completed by end of July 2024. 
 
In late February we welcomed members of the Seafast team to the Islands, during their time 
here they were able visit many of our customers and their facilities, they also had the 
opportunity to witness first hand some of the larger projects we have shipped, and to see the 
impacts on retail outlets and other business when there are import delays. 
 
SAAS has had strong support from importers for the first six months of the year, with imports 
remaining as per forecast.  Export volumes are slightly behind forecast, vessel delays in the late 
part of Q1 resulted in delays to the arrival of empty reefer stocks and our holding capacity on 
plugs in the yards, this impacted our ability to fulfil all transhipment requirements. The 
extension to the yard and addition of further reefer points when completed together with the 
increased carrying capacity of the new vessel will mitigate against these issues in the future. 
 
Wool and meat exports have progressed as expected and we are now completing exports for 
the finfish fishery, we have a high volume of reefers booked for the upcoming second loligo 
season, as always, the take up of these is catch dependant. 
 
Overall SAAS has enjoyed a successful first half of 2024 and although the change in vessel has 
brought new challenges these have been managed well by all who work in the SAAS team, along 
with external Agencies that assist with our operation, and with the ongoing support of our 
Shareholders, Board and not least of all our customers, they are expecting that success to 
continue. 
 
Falkland Islands Meat Company (FIMCO) 
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In May 2024 FIMCo gained British Retail Consortium Accreditation. This is a globally recognised 
standard and opens opportunities for FIMCo to supply more customers at potentially increased 
prices in the UK market in particular. 
 
In April, the first sample container of Falkland Islands product was shipped to Qatar. This new 
export opportunity has the potential to be a positive change for export relations. The market 
in the Middle East is more stable and the demand is for simpler bone-in cuts.  
 
During the 2023-2024 export season the UK market remained depressed. This was partially due 
to stock from New Zealand and Australia still flooding the market as well as the movement 
towards reduced tariff and increased quotas. The continuing turbulence in global markets 
means that the UK market position is unlikely to change in the near future, which is why access 
to other markets, is key going forward.  
 
The amount of unsold export product left in FIMCo cold storage at the end of the 2023-2024 
season is 6.5 tonnes. Thirty-nine containers of product were shipped during this financial year, 
including the remaining of the last seasons stock.   
 
FIMCo are looking ahead to the 2024-2025 export season and already have some orders in 
place for new season product. Work continues with the Department of Agriculture to gain 
market access to Saudi Arabia and other countries to further support export ambitions.  
 
Falklands Landholdings (FLH) 
 
The 2023-24 season went well, with more rain this year providing better pasture, the sheep 
were in good condition with good fleece and body weights. 
 
Although the total sheep shorn has decreased due to the climate change effect, there was more 
wool produced than the previous year, partly due to the seasonal effect. FLH recognises the 
change in the environment being generally drier, despite this year having more rain, and 
continues to work towards breeding more productive sheep in terms of wool and meat 
characteristics in order to maximise the return from fewer animals.   
 
The lamb marking percentage of 74% was an improvement on the 5 year average of 67%, again 
partly due to it being a good season. Pain relief was provided as standard for all male lambs 
across FLH at lamb marking, and the effects of this, along with larger ‘mothering up’ pens will 
be monitored over the next few years. 
 
Over 18,000 sheep and lambs were sold to FIMCo along with almost 100 beef cattle. 
 
The wool market remains challenging, although sales continue to be made, slowly but steadily. 
73% of the 2023-24 wool clip has now been sold, the value of 70% of that budgeted. A small 
amount of wool also remains from the previous year.     
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Both meat and tourism income is above budget for the financial year, with tourism in particular 
improving substantially.  Operating costs are being carefully managed and the expected loss for 
2023-24 will be kept as low as possible. 
 
The farms are now in a winter maintenance programme and upgrades to tourism facilities and 
the like will also happen over the coming months. 
 
Some full time workers have recently moved on and FLH wishes them well. Recruitment for 
their replacements and the coming season is in progress. A trainee has recently started and it 
is planned will begin an agricultural apprenticeship in October, with another young person also 
wishing to do likewise for next year.  
 
The General Manager and Farm Managers undertook a tour of farms and agricultural 
establishments in April, concentrating on areas such as sheep and beef studs; value adding to 
wool; beef and sheep finishing systems; dry-land cropping and low intensity irrigation systems 
as well as practical discussions with veterinarians and agronomists on the farm.  
 
Whilst the farming system in New Zealand is clearly different and considerably more intensive 
than the Falklands with higher rainfall, a better soil pH and definitely much less wind, there are 
solutions that will be useful in both the short and longer term, which the team feel will be useful 
to help overcome some issues and integrate others. It was also reinforced that FLH farms are 
doing some things well already. Some of the experience and advice gained is already being 
worked upon, including practices and equipment. 
 
Solar panels and inverters have now been installed at 3 of the settlements with Fitzroy due to 
be installed as soon as the base is ready. Initial indications are that it is integrating well, but full 
benefit will be notable in spring.   The Goose Green system is showing a marked improvement, 
although it considerably more complex than the other settlements, there is a structured 
maintenance programme in place for all the systems.  
 
And thank you, Mr Speaker that concludes the portfolio report on Natural Resources.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you.  Does any Honourable Member wish to make a comment? 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Colleagues, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for her report. 
I'd like to congratulate the Veterinary department on their management of the bird flu 
outbreak, but actually her comments about the potential for a worse season next season does 
actually bring to mind that we need to, I think, review the compensation scheme that we had 
last year and look at making a provision and maybe any tweaks that are needed in advance of 
next season so that we're ready for whatever may it may throw at us. I mean, obviously we 
hope that, you know, it has managed as efficiently and also, we don't have a widespread, but 
actually the prediction is that we're going to have a worse season. So, I think we need to prepare 
for it. Thank you. 
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The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I do thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for her report. And of course, this is one of the 
wonderful things that strays across into various portfolios. And what the MLA Roger Spink was 
speaking about sits very firmly within my portfolio, in the Secretariat. And I kind of was going 
to ask MLA Barkman the question, really, the report has been done, I note that, has it yet been 
circulated to Policy and also the public as well, because what is contained in that report could 
affect the way perhaps we go about things within tourism, it'll be quicker, Agents know about 
any changes that are coming, the better. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleagues for their for their points, and certainly for their 
congratulations of the team in the Veterinary and Biosecurity section of DoA for their 
management of the Avian Flu outbreak. 
 
So, the report that was conducted, as far as I understand, it was into the legislative and 
regulatory protocols around the how to manage and react to an Avian Flu outbreak, rather than 
it being a report assessing the effectiveness of what my Honourable Colleague Roger Spink was 
describing as the compensation scheme, which sits wholly within the Policy and Economic 
Department. 
 
As I understand it, I don't know if that is work that has been conducted by the Policy and 
Economic team, but perhaps my Honourable Colleague Gavin Short can take that away as a 
question to his Director to see if it had been undertaken.  
 
The report that was undertaken by DoA and by the Veterinary team, as I mentioned within my 
report, did breed some minor amendments into protocols that should be followed for next 
season, and I will imagine that any communication on those changes, if they are substantive, 
will be will be made. 
 
But I'd expect, as with last season, we'll see leaflets going out to advise landowners and 
business owners of what steps to take, and information to the public as part of that as well. But 
that's very much the informative and protocol of how to act if you see, for instance, a sick 
mammal or a sick bird.  But that is  separate to the piece of work on compensatory provisions 
and schemes that will be generated by the Policy Department. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for her reply Mr Speaker.  Yes, and I fully get it that that 
part of the work sits within the Policy Unit, but I was just sort of wondering whether they have 
had sight of it. It probably has no effect on their work, but it would be good if they could see it. 
And I too would like to join with my Honourable Colleague from the bottom of my heart, saying 
thank you to everybody who was involved in the Veterinary department in the avian outbreak, 
because they handled it so well, so practically, in real Falklands style. So, I'm eternally grateful 
to them. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Honourable Member wish to speak? 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
No, thank you. I might just throw this over to the Acting Chief Executive. I think she’s trying to 
catch your eye Mr Speaker to respond to my Colleague’s question. 
 
The Acting Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members Mr Speaker, I just thought it might be helpful if I picked up 
on the point raised about outcomes from the review of the previous season and response to 
bird flu. There is a paper on the agenda for EXCO in July proposing some minor amendments to 
the Emergency Animal Diseases Measures, and they will give powers to be able to implement 
further biosecurity measures, I believe, in Stanley Common area, which currently are exempt. 
So, it's about being able to protect people and animals in certain areas that currently we can't 
do but under the law. So that's been worked up with the legal team and by the Senior 
Veterinary Officer, and it will come to Executive Council and then to the House in due course, 
but I just want to clarify, that's what the outcome was. Thank you. And also, just to add Thank 
you very much, I'll pass on your acknowledgements to the Vet team. Thank you very much.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Honourable Member wish to speak? 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
Mr Speaker, I would like to thank the Honourable Acting Chief Executive for intervention there, 
and it's absolutely brilliant. I do have one, just one question, actually, for MLA Barkman based 
on her report, you said right at the beginning, I think it was four farms either have or are 
withdrawn from the RWS. Do we know the what the reasoning was behind them, or is it just 
something too much work or something to for them to remain in?  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you. My Honourable Colleague may recall that there was a question that he asked in the 
House a few a few months ago which did touch on areas of this in particular. So, it's very much 
related to the current global conditions of the greasy wool market, and in particular, some of 
those fluctuations that, as we explained in the House a few months ago, that are happening to 
the Australian wool index in particular.  So, the accreditation for RWS does come at cost, and it 
does come with a level of management responsibilities, and some of which have, of course, 
very, very sensible to undertake. But the benefit from that is better seen over, over the longer 
term, and will obviously eventually leads to market access opportunities that non RWS may 
struggle to be able to access, and also then hopefully attract a premium price that while the 
global market is as depressed as it is currently, some of those benefits aren't being seen. So, I 
think there is a decision by part of some farms to opt out, but as I say, it is part of a journey, 
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and that's why some, as I mentioned in my report, some workshops on both quality Falklands 
wall and RWS accreditation were undertaken by the department. But we have the benefit of 
having the Director of Natural Resources here in the capacity of the Acting Chief Executive. So, 
if Dr Andrea Clausen would like to add anything to that, more than welcome to invite her to do 
so. 
 
The Acting Chief Executive, 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I think MLA Barkman actually covered it off quite well. It's 
challenging for people in the face of this depressed wool market, and also, despite there being 
very positive moves towards people selecting wool products over synthetics, that seems to 
have dampened in recent years, which is unfortunate. I think it's an impact of world economies. 
It costs more to have premium wool products, and people are opting for cheaper. That's all 
having a knock on effect on us, and sadly, when it comes down to putting your hand in your 
pocket for extra funds to pay for the RWS scheme here, when people can see that they're 
struggling to access the markets already, they can't see the benefit. However, I will add that the 
world is changing, and in due course, we are expecting non accredited wool to really struggle 
to access markets. Hence, the reason the team put together some workshops to try and 
encourage those who were thinking about leaving that, you know, in the long term, this might 
not be the best move, but of course, it is an individual producer's decision, so we can only help 
and advice. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker, I can't pretend to know the RWS particularly well, but as I understand that you 
know a short term decision to leave and save some money, I believe it could be relatively 
onerous to re-join further down the line, and may cost you more than the money you've saved. 
I am not sure whether, but my Honourable Colleague Teslyn Barkman or the Acting Chief 
Executive, would be able to elaborate further on that as to what the cost implications might be, 
or how onerous it is to go back through, I think you have to do an entire audit to re-join 
afterwards again, rather than just refreshing it, which not only cost implications, but obviously 
time as well, I gather. I'm not sure whether they could elaborate on that little bit further, 
perhaps,  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
I thank my Honourable Colleague for his question, as the Acting Chief Executive has already 
alluded to, and as we all know, it's an individual producer’s choice whether to be part of that 
scheme or not, although it was a pretty amazing statistic.  Although I don't know how it's 
affected after some farms, and deciding to go on the journey to leave the RWS, but we think 
we do still have the highest percentage of any country in the world with RWS accredited farms. 
So that's very much something to be proud of. We obviously know our farming community 
make an amazing product anyway, but to have that seal of approval is something special, but 
as I say, it is an individual's decision to do so.  As to his question as to the financial burden that 
it places upon operations. I'm sure that's very much in the minds of the decision of those 
producers. It may come with additional burden, but that isn't something that we can impose or 
predict too much upon. It may not fit their business model in the way that they want to take 
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the direction of their farm. The best thing we can do is give them all the information to make 
an informed decision and obviously point to the benefits and the long term benefits, as the 
Acting Chief Executive pointed out in her intervention earlier. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise a comment? 
 
The Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio Reports 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I will start my portfolio reports with PWD. 
 
Staffing and resource levels have improved in some areas with the roles of Contracts Engineer, 
Design Engineer, and P&M Operations Manager all successfully being filled.  
 
Significant gaps remain within the Power & Electrical section and the team must be 
commended on the efforts under the current circumstances. Generator 7 commissioning has 
been delayed slightly. The Allen Diesel engineers arrive this week and commissioning is due for 
completion by the end of August.  
 
The Highways team achieved the milestone of completing the asphalt on the MPA road and for 
the first time there has been a surfaced road all the way from Stanley to MPC. White line, edging 
and bollard works were also completed with some minor works to finish around the culverts. 
Camp road works were also successful with works being completed on both East and West 
Falklands. Between the in-house team and contracted works they completed 5km of asphalt 
surfacing to the MPA road, 6Km of new Camp road construction, 17km of capping, 11km of 
Camp road upgrade, various Stanley Road upgrades and 915km of grading. 
 
The quarry has continued to support highways and other capital programme activity 
throughout the year. Total production for the year so far is 155,000 tonnes with 133,000 tonnes 
have been sold. Just under 18,000 tonnes of these sales were asphalt for the MPA and Stanley 
Roads. Additionally, the team have worked at the remote borrow pits producing 48,000 tonnes 
of capping for the Camp roads and MPA shouldering works.  
 
The Property & Municipal and Housing continue to provide an essential service to both the 
public and FIG as a whole. In the last 60 months alone, the housing team have cleared, cleaned 
and turned around 80 properties for tenants, as well as receiving and processing 41 new 
housing applications.  This work is supported by the small but dedicated team of decorators, 
carpenters, plumbers and electricians.  
 
The Water Section continue to provide a valuable service to the community while works are 
slowly progressing to implement much needed improvements to all areas of the service, with 
the current focus on treated water storage and distribution. 
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The Plant & Vehicle have once again ensured there have been sufficient plant resources to 
deliver on the capital programme, with maintenance works now very much required all year 
round. They continue to support the fleet replacement programme with the arrival of a number 
of new vehicles, including a new ambulance and three electric vehicles. These will be rolled out 
within the next few weeks to start FIG’s trial of new and more environmentally friendly 
technologies.  
 
The Design and Survey team have suffered from a shortage of staff for a significant period, but 
are now starting to build in capacity with a new Design Engineer in post and a returning student 
joining the team later in the year. Their work is invaluable in supporting the capital works.  
 
The project team, with three Project Managers, a Contracts Engineer, and two Clerks of Works 
are key to the delivery of the capital programme. The team are currently managing a wide range 
of projects including waste management, new power station, the next phase of renewable 
energy for Sand Bay, housing construction, industrial and housing infrastructure, road works, 
the development of the new cemetery, the KEMH redevelopment and Tussac House to name 
just some.   
 
The work of PWD spans many areas of FIG business, with staff working in Administration and 
Finance, Design and Contracts, Quarrying, Plant and Vehicle Management, Power and 
Electrical, Property and Municipal, Housing, Highways and Water. There are too many to 
mention them all, and apologies for any which have not been directly mentioned.  
 
I personally thank the Director of Public Works and all his managers and staff for their 
dedication and hard work over the last financial year.  
 
Environment 
 
Since the last portfolio report the Environment Department has been working very hard to 
deliver our environmental priorities, which I know remains important to this Assembly. I’d like 
to share some recent highlights with you.  
 
Environmental policies in development  
In recent months we have developed policies for energy, pollution and protected areas. From 
December to February a national energy strategy and a policy for pollution and waste 
management were put out for public consultation. They were closely followed by a consultation 
on a policy for designating a National Park on West Falkland.  
 
The energy strategy sets out our path to make the Falkland Islands more energy independent, 
secure and resilient, with a goal of reaching 100% renewable power by 2024 *. The pollution 
and waste management policy proposes improving current waste management practices and 
reducing (or eliminating) pollution from the environment. The National Park consultation 
proposes to designate the FIG-owned land in the Hill Cove Mountains on West Falkland as a 
National Park. We received a lot of responses to the consultations and the results are being 
used to refine the policies.  
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Marine Managed Areas 
We are making good progress on a policy for Marine Managed Areas (or MMAs for short). We 
have contracted MRAG, a marine consultancy based in the UK, to develop policy options for a 
Marine Managed Areas framework. They held workshops with stakeholder groups in March. 
The policy will include goals, objectives and design criteria for MMAs; a management and 
monitoring structure; and the resourcing requirements of different options. They will also 
produce drafting instructions for new legislation to designate and manage MMAs. All of this 
will be delivered to us by 30 September and we will consult with the public before any final 
decisions are made about MMAs. 
 
Stanley Common Management Plan 
We have started work to revise the Stanley Common Management Plan, which expires this 
year. The plan will aim to balance the environmental aspects of the Common with the various 
recreation, tourism, development, grazing and community uses. We hope that there will be a 
lot of interest in this and we look forward to working with the public to ensure we include 
everyone’s views.  
     
Climate Change  
Our work regarding the position of the Falkland Islands in the face of climate change is ongoing. 
An analysis of the historical weather data for the Falkland Islands has been completed. We are 
making good progress on a National Climate Change Risk Assessment and Adaptation Plan. We 
have installed a network of weather stations across the Falklands which will feed into a national 
weather and climate monitoring system. This will improve our understanding of the variation 
in weather across the Falkland Islands and how the land responds to different weather events.  
 
We have embarked on a project to examine greenhouse gas emissions from peatland habitats. 
As part of this, we have purchased two carbon flux towers which have been installed in Camp 
by project partners Falklands Conservation, SAERI, the UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, 
and the British Antarctic Survey. We also recently represented the Falkland Islands at the 
international climate change meeting, COP28, in Dubai. 
 
Navitas EIA review 
The Environment Department has been leading the review of the Environmental Impact 
Assessment for the Navitas offshore oil and gas project. The review has been our main activity 
for the last couple of months and is a labour-intensive job, meaning that there will be some 
delays to our other work whilst we focus on the review.  
 
And I want to end with two pieces of good news: 
 
FIG-led Restoration  
Firstly, the Environment Department has just completed its second year of habitat restoration 
on the FIG-owned Gids and Middle Islands in May. Sally Poncet and Ken Passfield led a team of 
five people to plant 14,000 tussac tillers over four days – an amazing effort. In addition, staff 
from the Department planted 1,500 native seedlings on Cape Pembroke near Hadassa Bay, 
improving the native habitats in the area.   
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Environmental Studies Budget grant scheme 
And lastly, I am very pleased that the Environmental Studies grant scheme is open again for 
applications. This year we have increased the pot by £50,000 to enable more people to benefit 
from these grants. Applications close on Friday 26 July and I encourage anyone who is 
interested to apply. 
 
I would like to commend the Environment team for their dedication, flexibility and energy in 
driving forwards their essential project, routine and reactive workload, and especially for their 
work their very effective reactive work during our busy tourist season. 
 
That is end of my portfolio report. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his portfolio report. 
I just I caught one that I think was probably a bit of a slip of probably needs correcting, and 
that's, I think one of the colleagues said that we would be 100% renewable by 2024. 
 
I think perhaps, you know, I welcome expediting this work, but I think that may be a bit sort of 
overly ambitious. Can I can I get confirm the date? 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
* Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I apologize. I'm having some difficulty with numbers 
today, for some reason. Anyway, I meant to say 2045, and I think the you know that is the 
aspiration, that sounds better. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
We will amend the record. Does any other Honourable Member wish to speak? 
 
I thank the Honourable Members for their portfolio reports. 
 
The Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Order of the Day: Bills 
 
Supplementary Appropriation (2023-2024) Bill 2024, this Bill has not been gazetted and we go 
to the first reading. 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move the first reading of the Bill. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
I second the Motion. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
The Motion is that the Bill be read a first time – any objection to the Motion? No objection the 
Bill will be read a first time. 
 
The Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Supplementary Appropriation (2023-2024) Bill 2024 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
Mr Speaker, this Bill provides for supplementary expenditure in 23/24 of £11 million: 
 

• Within the Department for Development and Commercial Services, an amount of 
£600,000 to cover additional FIGAS repairs and maintenance. 

• Within the Department of Natural Resources, an amount of £300,000 to cover 
additional charter fees, with 13 months being paid during the year 23/24  

• Within Executive Management, an amount of £1,600,000 relating to prior year airbridge 
costs that fell into the year 23/24 

• Within Treasury, an amount of £7,300,000 to cover the loss on sale of investments 
• Within Social Investment and Islands Plan investment an amount of £1,200,000 to cover 

additional medical treatment overseas costs and arthroplasty catch up.  
 
The Bill provides the legal authority for an additional sum of £11 million, which replaces the 
same sum which is authorized by myself on Contingencies Warrant 1. 
 
Mr Speaker, before I beg for the Bill to be read a second time, I believe it's worthwhile to clarify 
that the amount of the supplementary appropriation does not mean the Government has 
overspent this expenditure budget by that value, but it is to cover specific directorate 
overspends on their budget.  Overall, the forecast overspend for the year is just under 
£3million. It is also worth noting that the loss on the sale of investments does not take into 
account the significant gain on the sale of investments, which is reflected in revenue that there 
has been in the year which far exceeds the loss. Thank you, Mr Speaker, I beg to move the Bill 
be read a second time 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the motion.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you. Honourable Members, the motion is the Bill will be read a second time. Does any 
Honourable Member wish to speak to that motion?   There is no debate. Is there any objection 
to the short procedure being followed for this Bill? There is no objection, the Bill will be read a 
third time and do pass. 
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The Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Supplementary Appropriation (2023-2024) Bill 2024 
 
The Motion for Adjournment 
 
The Acting Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker I beg to move that this House stands adjourned sine die. 
 
Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, in rising to support this motion, I'd first like to mention Armed Forces Day, which 
is on Saturday this week. I'd like to thank all those people who protect the freedoms that we 
have in the Falkland Islands, serving down here, sometimes being away from their friends and 
family.  So I'd like to thank them for all the work they do and the protection that they provide 
us to enjoy the freedoms that we have today. 
 
Mr Speaker, I'd also like to congratulate you on your recent award in the King’s Birthday 
Honours, very well deserved. I think you are a shining light to many people in our community 
who do an awful amount of voluntary work. And I think from your point of view, you do, you 
appear in an enormous number of guises, and we rely on many people in our community doing 
voluntary work, and you are a shining example to all of us of what we can do to help others in 
our community. So, congratulations on that. 
 
I'd also like to mention the sad passing of Peter Robertson, one of the great characters of Camp 
who he and his family were very kind to me when I arrived in the islands. He lived, he thought, 
he always told me, in God's own country. I'm sure he has now gone to God's own country, and  
my condolences to his wife and family at this time. Thank you very much.  
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. I'll be trying to be very brief today, I would also like to start by 
congratulating you, Mr Speaker, on your OBE, very well earned. And as my colleague has said, 
I think we do in this community rely very heavily on, actually quite a small number of people to 
deliver and support all sorts of different organizations which do so much for that community 
spirit. And so, we were very pleased to see that recognized in the King's Honours. 
 
Tomorrow is International Pride Day and so, I would take the opportunity to extend a 
continuing and enduring message of support to all of our LGBTQ community here in the Islands.  
And also, this weekend, as already mentioned, is Armed Forces Day.  The Armed Forces and 
those who support them here at BFSAI are always an integral part of our community, and their 
presence will always be incredibly valued by all of us, without any doubt. 
 
Yes, I would also actually extend my condolences too, there are several families. I won't go into 
them all, but we've lost some, some wonderful members of our community recently, and 
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which, which touches all of us, and I think we are lesser for it. But extending my condolences 
to all those families out there. 
 
And I would finish Mr Speaker, by noting that we will in the next couple of weeks, certainly 
before the next sitting of the House will be receiving the Starlink petition, which I think is going 
to be a very interesting and very different moment for us. I don't think certainly, in my time as 
an MLA, I won’t have gone through a process quite like this before, so I'm looking forward to 
seeing that coming forward. I'm very much looking forward to the conversations and the 
debates that will follow and to see where that takes us. I think this is absolutely the topic of the 
moment. It has been for some time, quite rightly so. I think that will, at the next sitting of the 
House, we will have more idea of where we go with this.  But again, I would,  just recognize the 
importance of that coming forward. And, we'll see how that goes. But thank you, Mr Speaker, 
it's not for me. I support the motion. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  In rising to support the motion for adjournment, I would 
like to align myself with the comments already made, firstly on the passing of Peter Robertson 
and indeed as MLA Leona said, quite a few other characters the Falklands are now much poorer 
for the passing of them.   
 
I would also like to join my Colleagues in the congratulations to you, Mr Speaker, on your award.  
I think apart from all the charity work that you do, you probably richly deserve it for having the 
patience to put up with me over a quite a few years and at times seeing how I can push things 
without you turfing me out of the Chamber.  Congratulations on that. 
 
The main body of my address I thought I would give a brief report on the recent session of the 
UN Committee of 24 (the Decolonization Committee), or perhaps if you listen to some of the 
speakers, perhaps it should be relabelled “the Colonisation Committee”. That was attended by 
myself, MLA Barkman, Nick Roberts and Benjamin Bahamonde Wastavino. 
 
As is normal as well as New York, we took in both Washington and Ottawa in Canada. I have to 
say that the meetings which covered not just the political scene but also environmental matters 
was, I believe a great success and on the environmental side, I can foresee that we are going to 
see further contacts and exchanges flowing from these meetings. For example, we met with 
such groups as the Worldwide Fund for Nature (the ICCF) but I shall leave that side to MLA 
Barkman as it was very much centered on IUU fishing in the South West Atlantic.  
 
This was my third visit on the trot to North America and I do believe that on the political side, 
meeting the same people again was beneficial as there was a degree of familiarity that allowed 
us to pick up conversations where we had left them last time and certainly made for more 
relaxed meetings. That shouldn’t be taken though to mean that we didn’t press our message 
for self-determination – we did but was able to do it gently concentrating on one theme rather 
than pushing on a number of fronts. 
 
It was also a pleasure to meet with firm Falklands supporters such as Congressman Mario Diaz-
Balart as well as Representative Bill Keating. We also had sessions with Staffers from 
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Representative John Garamendis’ office as well as meeting the Staffers who had recently visited 
the Falklands and was able to bring them up to date. I have to say that their enthusiasm and 
interest displayed in the Falklands by the Staffers has not diminished one little bit. 
 
Meetings were also held with a number of OAS states to underline the Falklands position. 
 
We undertook our normal round of meetings with countries that sit on the C24 as well as 
countries whom we hoped would speak on self-determination and we are definitely moving 
countries in the right direction – to recognise that self-determination is at the core of the C24’s 
work. There is still a lot more to be done, but I do believe that gentle persuasion is the way to 
go and is bearing fruit as at this session of the C24 we had the most countries that I can 
remember speaking of the right of peoples’ to self-determination. Some such as Sierra Leonne 
was very clear whilst other, for whatever reason had self-determination buried deep within 
their text and you had to listen carefully to be able to hear it. There was, of course, the usual 
parade of non C24 countries, mainly from South America who spoke in support of Argentina’s 
right to take the Falklands back into a real colonial state against the wishes of the people and 
deny self-determination to us. 
 
The Argentine Foreign Minister Mondino attended the C24 and in what even the Argentine 
press described as a low key address to the Committee, did stray from telling the truth when 
she spoke of our Referendum being set up, suggested and run by Britain which got me rather 
excited as if you are going to tell an untruth its always better never to have a person sitting in 
the same room that knows the truth, and that person was me. I was there when the idea for 
the referendum was born and I was there right through the whole process. The real problem is 
that those to whom she was speaking in all probability hadn’t a clue about how our referendum 
came to be and will have taken her version as being the truth. 
 
We also met with folk from the State Department in the US as well as the Canadian equivalent. 
Canada also saw rounds of meetings both political and environmental as well as meeting with 
representatives from think tanks again. I would say, the highlight of the Canadian leg has to be 
the meeting with Michael Chong who, if opinion polls are to be believed, will probably be the 
next Foreign Secretary in Canada after their next election. I had met with Mr Chong before and 
his enthusiasm and clear thinking on the Falklands remains undimmed and I firmly believe that 
we shall see a change in Canada’s position on the Falklands, when that election comes around. 
 
As I say, this is probably my last run on the North America C24 circuit and I have to say that this 
was probably the most successful run that we have ever had, and so I shall (in my mind) be 
going out on a high – but please do not think that I am saying it is all down to me - far from it. 
This year was the culmination of hard graft of those who went before me, those who have done 
this circuit over the years that I have been an Assembly Member and also there have been a lot 
of hard work put in behind the scenes.  
I have to say a huge thank you to MLA Barkman, to Ben and also to Nick who spoke with such 
passion about their country and their hopes, fears, dreams and wishes for what they very 
clearly see as their country. What they delivered was probably more powerful than anything 
that can be said by an MLA as those they spoke to could clearly see that these people who are 
the future of the Falklands are passionate and steadfast in the belief that only we Falkland 
Islanders can say what happens in and to our country.  
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Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you. Mr Speaker, in rising to support the motion, I'm afraid I'll probably go over some of 
the same ground my colleagues have so. Mr Speaker, congratulations on your honour, well 
deserved and well earned, I would say. 
 
Armed Forces Day, I think my Honourable Colleague was absolutely right when he said about 
people being so far away from families and friends, you know, all round keeping our right to 
exercise self-determination. 
 
I, too, was very sad to hear about the passing of Peter Robertson, I spent many a day out there 
when I when I worked for Cable and Wireless and SURE up on the top of Mount Ellen in the 
middle of winter, where Peter would drive me up in a tractor and sit patiently while I tried to 
figure out how to put a wind turbine back together, or antennas, or whatever it may be. And, 
him and Anne always made me feel incredibly at home when staying there. So, my condolences 
to his wife and the family as well. 
 
On the on the Starlink petition, Mr Speaker, I think it's likely that that I won't be in the House 
for the petition coming in next month, but, we shall see. I may be able to attend remotely, but 
if I'm not here or I can't attend remotely, then please don't take that as a sign that I that I'm 
disinterested. I've spoken passionately about the right to exercise democracy through petitions 
in the past, and I support it this time as well. 
 
Finally, Mr Speaker, I think quite often when we when we get to a general election in the UK, it 
causes concern among some members of the community. They remember the steadfast 
support for our right to self-determination, particularly from the Conservative Government. But 
I just want to reassure people that no matter what the result term of the UK General Election, 
we constantly and consistently receive nothing but steadfast support from cross party. So, I 
have no doubt whichever party ends up, whichever leader ends up leading the UK, I'm sure 
they will continue to steadfastly support our right to self-determination, and we'll be going 
away shortly to try and get meetings with the new government to ensure that we get in that 
nice and early. But, I'm sure there's no need for concern for from the general public, Thank you, 
Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, yes, there's going to be a well-trod path this morning. I 
think, people do pass on, it is a fact of life. Occasionally, there are individuals who are major 
figures. And the passing of Peter Robertson, I'd like to put my condolences on the table also.  
He was a major figure in the agricultural life of the Falkland Islands for decades, and also a man 
that you could spend hours listening to.  
 
If there's something I've learned in my life, it's the word acceptance and having to just accept 
what's happened. There's a lot going on. There's the port, new power station, Tussac House.  
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Tussac House was on the ocean when this Assembly came in. It is not what I would have chosen, 
it is not what many people would have chosen, but it is there, it is approaching finish, and the 
services it provides will be a fantastic service, long overdue to the Falklands, and I look forward 
to the opening of that establishment. 
 
We talk about many, many things in the Assembly, everything as the questions today, even 
down to public toilets at the jetty, at the ferry head, which, to some people, are minor. But 
actually, we've had that that ferry service now for approaching, 20 years, not far off. And we 
do have to modernize and accept that things do move on. 
 
Today, for instance, coming down in the dark, I noticed I thought it was somebody feeding with 
chickens walking down the road from the Secretariat. Apparently, he was spreading salt. I just 
wonder if the Public Works Department may think, for next winter of investing in some 
equipment that is easily and is quite inexpensive to salt some of the pavements around which 
are desperately in need on occasion. 
 
I'd like to congratulate you also on your award, and I'd also because of the many things you've 
done in the Falklands. I'd also like to thank you for the loan you gave me all those years ago 
when you were bank manager. 
 
And, Armed Forces Day coming up. Of course, they're 35 miles away that the Commander is 
not here today, but I'd like to add my thanks to their presence here in the Islands, and we do 
know why they're here, and I'd like to say a thank you for that, also. 
 
Just a word on the Starlink petition that's coming. I fully support petitions. Absolutely it is the 
right, the democratic right, of people, to petition their Elected and I look forward to that 
evening in the Town Hall.  But may I ask that the people think when they're going on social 
media and putting things on social media, and that's fine, you can have your say, but some of 
the comments just extend a little bit beyond what I would expect in a small community like this, 
and in some ways it's not helpful for the future. We're all elected here, and we have a finite 
time sitting around this table.  Whoever is going to come afterwards, some of the things that 
are being said may well have an impact and make them decide that actually it's not worth it. 
And I would suggest that it is worth it. I just make that point, and I think that enough has been 
said. Thank you very much. I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, I'd like to also acknowledge that your award is very well deserved, and 
as are those awarded to the people in our community who give so much without expectation 
of recognition, but, what you give to us is very appreciated. 
 
As it has been very well noted, we have also lost members of our community, and each passing 
has been felt very hard by many. I hope comfort is found in the recognition of how lucky we 
were to have them in our lives and in what they have given us all captured in the legacy that 
they have all left, the recipes they've shared, the students they've taught, the stories they pass 
on, the hard work and light-heartedness they gifted us. 
 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 27 June 2024 

48 

Now I have been away for a number of weeks, attending, particularly a lot of public diplomacy 
work overseas, and as MLA Short has also already noted, we've recently returned from a two 
week trip to the United States of America and Canada, which included petitioning at the United 
Nations on the rights of Falkland Islanders to have a Voice and our self-determination 
recognized in that C 24 Committee.  
 
It was also incredibly valuable to be joined by Benjamin Bahamonde Wastavino and as a Junior 
Ambassador, he could elaborate more on the modern Falklands. And I would say it was a role 
he stepped into very well, and he's an absolute credit to the next generation, not at least in his 
ability to turn out so well presented at each and every event despite the plus 30 degree heat 
that we were all suffering at the time. 
 
This was the very first UN C24 setting that I attended, although I did attend the pre meeting in 
Caracas earlier this year in May. What was apparent, even on those few occasions, is that there 
is increased attention to building links with other countries and sharing the work that we 
undertake here. Raises the profile of the Falkland Islands, and as MLA Short has already pointed 
to, this is culmination of hard graft over many years of attendance, but it's also important that 
we keep that message fresh, because what people want to see is the modern Falklands and not 
just a rehash of the same history, which is what only what Argentina can bring to the story. 
 
We live under an uncomfortable and offensive threat from Argentina and the Falklands 
Government must make every effort to correct those views and the untruths that the Argentine 
government share with other countries about our history and our people. 
 
This combating of propaganda is one element of our overseas work in relation to the C24. 
Another area is the opportunity to elevate international knowledge of what the Falklands do to 
contribute to globally significant work, and this includes our unique capacity to react to 
economic challenges and to manage and govern ourselves so well with a society that is so few 
in number, and as I pointed out in some of those meetings, actually having that logistical 
isolation and the geopolitical threat hanging over us has actually helped us build a more 
resilience economic setting for ourselves, and that was proved evident during Covid. The 
resilience of our people is absolutely astounding, but it's also something that could be of value 
to the world as an example of small islands developing that can also adapt and act towards the 
sustainable development goals of the UN. 
 
And I am pleased to report to the House that the many meetings I've joined or have established 
over the weeks have contributed positively to our global position. I also took the opportunity 
to make extra interventions to combat the mistruths of a so called expert who attempted to 
discredit the history of our people and the integrity of our people based on where a number of 
us were born. This happened at the setting of the Pre C24 in Caracas. 
 
The interaction was raised by many of the representatives afterwards, who are members of the 
committee, that it opened eyes on Falklands history and our self-governance as it was a very 
efficient way to exercise our voice and also softly, as a result, define what self-determination 
means to the people of Falkland Islands. And as MLA Short has already mentioned, you 
shouldn't try to spread a lie with someone in the room who knows more than you about a 
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subject. And the Falkland Islands is certainly a subject that any Falkland Islander is well versed 
on other than an expert from overseas. 
 
MLA Short has confirmed that this year, C24 more countries than ever before have voiced 
support for self-determination in the session on the Falklands.  And this is positive news, and 
was also echoed across some of our significant meetings. Our attendance at the Small Islands 
Developing States event in Antigua highlighted our contribution and opportunities to 
strategically support sustainable development goals, in particular to fisheries and agriculture, 
environmental data and conservation approaches, policy approaches and regulation, and also 
particularly in ocean health in the Southwest Atlantic, these were also themes that ran across 
meetings in Guyana and Trinidad, with more links and work streams highlighted as 
opportunities, as well as later in the US and Canada. 
 
We also took opportunity to build links that will support environmental and human rights 
standards in the Southwest Atlantic high seas, lobbying for a solution to the disastrous 
overfishing that's happening there.  This is targeting Illex stock, and it is necessary to get a 
handle upon what that activity is exposing us to on the high seas.  
 
It has been a personal campaign of mine, but it's also been one that the Falklands Government 
and this Assembly and previous Assembly has raised as a priority to elevate the concern with 
the UK Government and with the UN. 
 
I welcome that more countries have signed the UN instrument, the BBNJ, which is an 
instrument that looks to protect biodiversity beyond national jurisdiction. And I note also now 
that Argentina has signed that agreement, there are still this agreement still needs to be ratified 
by a number of different countries in order for it to be enacted, and with the UK General 
Election next week, this will continue to be a priority for us to raise with the new government 
to make sure that they can ratify their support, although they've already signed up under the 
current government. 
 
As MLA Pollard rightly pointed out, we have got very strong cross party support from both the 
Labour and Conservative Party. But we also have a number of significant priorities, not least 
this one.  So again, that effort to make sure that we engage the new government at the earliest 
opportunity is something that we're looking to prioritize. 
 
Looking ahead to Farmers week. We also look forward to a new way, a new approach to the 
MLA session. So, we've set this up as workshops, which we hope will bring extra value, but there 
will also be other opportunities to raise issues with us, we're not trying to funnel interest too 
much into areas. We just thought we'd take the opportunity to develop kind of mini breakout 
session, workshops that will have themes so that specific questions can be can be brought to 
MLAs and officers and invited guests attended as part of that, we hope it's going to be really 
good value. But we also welcome your feedback on that. We obviously want to get as much 
value out of this as possible, and really hope that there's going to be a high turnout next week, 
weather permitting, hopefully the visit outside moves on swiftly. Thank you. Mr Speaker, I 
support the motion.  
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The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members in rising to support, I would like to support the message of 
condolence to the Robertson family, and to thank all HM Forces in the Falkland Islands and the 
support staff on the occasion of Armed Forces Day. And I would also like to thank our own 
volunteers in the Falkland Island Defence Force for the part they play in the deterrence effect, 
and to also think about the members of our community that are currently serving in HM Forces 
in various places around the world. 
 
I note the oncoming delivery of the petition. And I guess this is quite an unusual event in the 
history of the Falklands, I believe, and I look forward to being part of the receipt of that and 
also to hopefully have a satisfactory resolution to this problem, which has been causing 
considerable concern in the community for some time. But I look forward to a constructive 
resolution to that, and I end by supporting the congratulations to yourself, Mr Speaker, on your 
very well deserved award. Thank you.  
 
The Honourable Jack Ford  
 
Mr Speaker, in aligning myself with comments made by my Honourable Colleagues, I too would 
like to extend my thanks to the Armed Forces, ahead of Armed Forces Day this week, for all 
that they do in ensuring our continued safety. And I too would also like to thank our reservists 
in the FIDF following reserves day yesterday. And, while not quite linked to the days being 
celebrated this week, I would also like to take the opportunity to thank all of the reservists 
across FIG particularly those that fall within my portfolio, for everything that they do in the vital 
part that they play as part of our Emergency Services.  
 
And finally, I'd also like to extend my thanks to you, Mr Speaker on your recent award. I support 
the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, I personally thank you all for your very kind comments about my recent 
award. 
 
That concludes the business for today, the House stands adjourned accordingly. 
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