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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly
Thursday 25 April 2024

Prayers
Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, please be seated and | wish you a very good morning and my usual
reminder please about mobile phones and other electronic equipment to be turned to silent.

Clerk of the Assembly

Oath of Allegiance, the Acting Attorney General, Davina Jo-Anne Fiore.

Clerk of the Assembly

Papers to be laid on the Table by the Acting Chief Executive

Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last sitting

of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the Interpretation
and General Clauses Ordinance 1977.

e Road Traffic (Mobile Devices) Regulations 2024

In accordance with the Finance and Audit Ordinance section 57 and the Media Trust Ordinance
1989 section 9

e Media Trust Report and Financial Statements Year ended 30 June 2023
The Acting Chief Executive
Mr Speaker, | hereby lay the aforementioned Papers on the Table.
The Honourable Jack Ford

Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) | move that the Road Traffic (Mobile Devices)
Regulations 2024 be noted.

By way of explanation, these Regulations prohibit the use of a mobile phone or other
communications by a person who is driving a motor vehicle or supervising a driver who holds a
provisional licence.

The Regulations replace the Road Traffic (Mobile Phones etc) Order 2011. The changes from
that Order reflect recent amendments to the equivalent UK regulations. They modernise the
law to take account of changes to the types of mobile devices that now exist, what they are
used for, and the ways in which they can be used (particularly the ways in which they can be
used in a handsfree way).

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 25 April 2024
6




The basic prohibition on using a device while driving, and the penalty for doing so, remain the
same.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion? No. The Motion is that the Road
Traffic (Mobile Devices) Regulations 2024 are noted. There is no debate. |s there any objection
to passing this Motion? There is no objection. The report is noted.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) | move that the Media Trust Report and
Financial Statements Year ended 30 June 2023 be noted.

The accounts are self-explanatory and they contain an unqualified audit report. Thank you
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Media Trust Report and Financial Statements Year
ended 30 June 2023 are noted. Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion?
There is no debate. Is there any objection to passing this Motion? There is no objection to
passing the Motion. That report and the statements are noted.

Clerk of the Assembly
Questions for Oral Answer

Response by the Honourable Mark Pollard in relation to a question from the Honourable Roger
Spink arising from the Portfolio report on the 26th March 2024 relating to local content policy
for the Port project.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker, on the local content policy for the Port, so the overall Port tender gave
benefit to Companies that identified a local partner. For the access road and causeway we will
do similar putting in a valuation criteria in that it gives benefit to tenderers that demonstrate
clearly how they would use local companies for all or parts of the work. In both cases whoever
wins the contract will be required to use our local procurement route via Proactis for parcels of
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work. We anticipate that areas of plant hire, groundworks and provisions of skilled and general
labour should be obvious wins for local companies.

Just as a slightly more recent update on that Mr Speaker, if | may, so after fully reviewing value
engineering and delivery options for the road and causeway, especially in relation to risk areas
of the interfaces between the land and the marine side, the intention is now to issue a design
and build tender within a month. This will require the principal contractor to bring the designs
up to delivery stage, have these approved by FIG and to contract for delivery. If the principal
contractor is not themselves a local company, there will be a requirement to ensure local
opportunities are offered for sub-contracting parts such as plant hire and labour. Any local
company interested in sub-contracting elements or the principal build is invited to contact the
Port Team at Argos House to discuss these opportunities if they wish. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker

The Honourable Roger Spink are you content with that?

The Honourable Roger Spink

Yes, thank you very much. Thank you.

Is there any other member who wishes to comment? No.

Clerk of the Assembly

Response by the Honourable Mark Pollard in relation to a question from the Honourable Gavin
Short, arising from the portfolio report on the 26th of March 2024, relating to work on the
public jetty not commencing immediately after the end of the tourism season.

The Honourable Mark Pollard.

Thank you very much, Mr Speaker. Sorry, | should have thanked my Honourable Colleague for
his question previously, and | do for this one as well. So, on the pontoon start dates, the works
onsite at the public jetty will start in early May with the preparation of the landslide sites where
the new finger pontoon will come ashore.

This will begin after the function being run by the Tourist Board so that works don't interfere
with that event. The new pontoon sections are due on the boat arriving at Mare Harbour on
the 24" May, with additional materials arriving via SAAS that same week. The current
programme, including removing all the existing pontoons, installing the new ones and tidying
up the site, will be complete before the end of August, I'm told, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker

Thank you very much. The Honourable Gavin Short, are you content?
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The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Gentleman for his reply and for clarifying the matter.
Thank you. Any other Member wish to speak? No.

Clerk of the Assembly

Question number 12 of 2024 by the Honourable Peter Biggs.

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, will the Honourable Gavin Short please provide the
following information regarding the new medical services ambulance?

When was the ambulance delivered to the medical services?

What was the budget for the ambulance?

How much did it cost? Is it now operational?

If it is not operational, what is wrong with it?

How much will it cost to rectify the faults and when will it be brought into service?

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | thank the Honourable Peter Biggs for his question and as
Deputy to the Honourable John Birmingham, the substantive portfolio holder, | shall supply the
answer.

The ambulance was received by the King Edward Memorial Hospital on the 215t November
2023.

The Public Works Department budgeted for the purchase of the ambulance a sum of £130,000
being set aside under its own budget line, which included a substantial allowance being given
for the freight element, in case the vehicle had to be stored in the United Kingdom due to
difficulty getting it shipped on first service. Health and Social Services budgeted for accessory
equipment to adapt the vehicle for use in the Falkland Islands a figure of £80,000 making a
combined budget figure of £210,000.

As to the question how much did it cost, the cost of the ambulance was charged to the Public
Works Department. The total cost of the new ambulance including accessory equipment and
associated modifications was £151,473. The cost charged to Health and Social Services thus far
for accessory equipment is £34,826 which is included in the £151,473 that | just mentioned.
Further modest costs will be incurred in respect of modifications to make the vehicle suitable
for use in the Falkland Islands. | shall touch on these in a moment.

The Honourable Member posed the question as to whether the ambulance is now in an
operational state and the short answer is no, the ambulance is not yet operational. Some
defects were found following delivery of the ambulance in addition to unexpected
shortcomings in the vehicle's design in the context of its use in the Falkland Islands.
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The defects included a leaking roof, a defective battery charger and a defective piped oxygen
unit. The supplier arranged for the leaking roof to be rectified with this work undertaken in
March of 2024. The supplier is arranging for new parts and the associated works to rectify the
battery charger and piped oxygen unit defects.

The cost of rectifying the defects will be borne by the supplier. The design shortcomings
included a rear door catch mechanism which was unsuitable for use in high winds, an air
conditioning unit which was located in a place on the vehicle which made it susceptible to
damage while being used on unsealed roads and an oxygen cylinder storage unit which was not
designed for use on bumpy roads. Work has been performed by engineering staff at the King
Edward Memorial Hospital to resolve the problem with the oxygen cylinder storage unit.

Works to provide an improved rear door catch mechanism and to mitigate the risk of damage
to the air conditioning unit are being arranged by colleagues from the Public Works
Department. The cost of these works will be borne by the King Edward Memorial Hospital. The
cost is not yet known but is expected to be affordable within budget.

It isn't possible to provide a definite date when the ambulance will be brought into service, but
it is likely to be in approximately two to three months’ time.

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | thank the Honourable Gavin Short for answering the
guestion so fully. It is what | would describe at this point as a bit of a sorry tale and | look
forward to the faults and shortcomings being rectified at the earliest opportunity. It is a piece
of emergency equipment and I'm sure that will be done with some urgency.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or comment?

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you Mr Speaker and | thank my Honourable Colleagues for the question and the answer.
| agree it is disappointing given that this is a vital piece of equipment and I'm a little surprised.

| think one thing we know about the Falklands is that we have high winds, bumpy and unsealed
roads and so that there were design elements that meant that those would be issues here. That
that was overlooked is unfortunate. Could my Honourable Colleague Gavin Short speak a little
more if he is able, about the procurement process for this and was there discussion about this
sort of thing? Was there a sign off by somebody within the Islands who was able to verify that
it would be up to our needs?

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members, | thank the Honourable Leona Roberts for her question.
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Now I'm afraid, | have to be totally honest and say | cannot speak to that point. | do not have
any information on that or the knowledge to. I'm afraid I'm going to have to take that away and
come back to this House with the reply to her question.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his reply.
Yes, | think just to reiterate my Honourable Colleague's questions there, you know, what were
the specifications for the operation of this ambulance when we first went out to tender for the
supply? So, in other words, should the supplier have checked that it was fit for purpose within
the Falklands? And | think that's something that we need to get right in the future if it wasn't
right this time.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Thank you. Mr. Speaker, | note the Honourable Gentleman's questions and | shall add that to
the Honourable Leona's as well.

Mr Speaker

Any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or a comment?

The Honourable Jack Ford

Mr Speaker, can | ask my Honourable Colleague what the current ambulance provision is given
that the new one isn't due hopefully to be ready for the next two months, and whether that's
sufficient and will be enough to last us until the new one is operational?

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Jack Ford for his question. I'm going to have to wing it on
this one.

| have not been told that we are in a state of crisis, if | can put it that way, due to the non-
operational aspect of the new ambulance and having had a ride in the old one, | can say it is
quite a comfortable unit.

Mr Speaker

Any other supplementary questions? No.
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Clerk of the Assembly
Question number 13 of 2024 by the Honourable Gavin Short.
The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. Can the Honourable Peter Biggs please say what steps are
being taken to try and restore bits of light or restore light to bits of Stanley streets, please? As
with the drawing in of the evenings, it is becoming noticeable that there are many street lamps
that are not functional and sections of road that could well do with the attention of a
lamplighter.

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Honourable Members, Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Member for his question. The
Power and Electrical Section currently have limited resources availability.

There are currently only two electricians and they have a significant workload to attend to,
including reacting to emergency works, supporting the installation of the new generator,
number seven generator, new LV connections to housing developments and a number of new
large HD connections. Unfortunately, this leads to the street lighting taking a low priority.
Therefore, in the short term, there is likely to be limited progress.

While recruitment continues, the Director of Public Works is also looking at a number of options
to support the small team. These include providing contracted support for the ongoing high
priority works as well as looking at a proposal for a longer term street lighting maintenance
contract. The latter will take several months to develop and will require further budgetary
approval.

In the meantime, the team are working hard to meet all the needs and ask that all remain
patient with their limited capacity.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Peter Biggs for his reply. And | must start off by saying my
guestion wasn't sort of posed to try and to beat our two remaining electricians far from it.

I'm quite well aware we only have two. I'm also aware that they have an awful workload and
they just can't hope to ever get to the end of it. | am glad that perhaps we are looking to bring
in external help in the way of perhaps the smaller electrical works like street lamps and such
like.

I'm a little dismayed it's all going to take a few months because winter is here and we have two
electricians. It's not fair on them, that they have been left for so long without any support. Can
we not expedite something quicker to try and bring the help that | think these people need?
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The Honourable Peter Biggs

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Gavin Short for his additional question.

Believe me, the Public Works are treating this with every urgency and they are doing what they
can. There are limited expert resources in this area in the Falklands and that sort of reflects the
overall skills shortage we sometimes have in the Islands. But the Director of Public Works is
doing his best to bring the best and quickest solution to this problem.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | thank the Honourable Peter Biggs for his reply. | remain
to be convinced that this has been going on for a number of months. We're looking at an extra
two months at least from your reply.

If that is urgent and if that is speedy, | am a little worried. But | do thank you for your reply.
Mr Speaker

Any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or comment? No.
Clerk of the Assembly

Question number 14 of 2024 by the Honourable Gavin Short.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Could the Honourable Teslyn Barkman please inform the House what the average percentage
decrease in wool prices has been since the highs experienced in the 2018-19 season and
whether there is any emerging evidence of farms starting to encounter liquidity issues, please.
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman.

Thank you, Mr Speaker. | thank my Honourable Colleague for his very relevant question.

The Eastern Market Indicator, EMI, is an economic expression that reflects the current and
previous levels of the wool market.

The EMlI is a basket of 124 types of wool that reflect the overall offering and selling centres on
the Australian East Coast. The EMI is the primary wool market indicator and is utilised to
compare the performance of wool against other fibres. The EMI does not take into account the
exchange rates for the British pound, which in all likelihood also vary across the dates
mentioned.

In August 2018, a 40-year high of the Australian Wool Index Eastern Market Indicator was
achieved at 2,116 Australian cents per kilo. This was largely attributable to a high demand from
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China. A reduction in trade tensions between countries and drought conditions in Australia
reducing supply.

The increased demand was stimulated by wool's increasing popularity in active sportswear,
being fire retardant, as well as baby clothes. The current EMI is 1,158 Australian cents per kilo.
The EMI is 55% of the August 2018 price.

The EMI hit its 40-year lowest in April 1993. At this time, it was 412 Australian cents per kilo.
The International Wool Textile Organisation has noted that the global economic outlook for
wool is not positive.

Whilst wool as a fibre is performing very well compared to synthetic fibres, high energy prices,
rising interest rates and inflation, the conflict in Ukraine and ongoing Covid restrictions in China
has resulted in a slump in consumer confidence around the world. This is affecting the demand
for wool. It also needs to be considered alongside the drier seasons here that are leading to
some farms having to reduce their stocking rates.

In 2022-23, 1,573,794 kilos of greasy wool was harvested. That's the last year of data that we
have. This is versus a five-year average of 1,658,367 kilos.

This is a 5% reduction in the greasy wool clip of the Falklands. The Department are not aware
of any liquidity issues across farms. Anecdotally, it is known that there is concern that the
impact of the wool price and wool clip is having on the rural community.

As noted in the Penguin News last week, this isn't all price-related, it's also cost-related, as the
cost of living across the Falklands continues to increase.

With this very timely question from my Honourable Colleague, I'd like to take this opportunity
to say that if you are in difficulty, please do get in touch with the Department of Agriculture
and ourselves, especially your Camp MLAs, and we can arrange conversations to try and get to
the bottom of your concerns. I'd like to thank the Acting Head of Agriculture, Andy Pollard, for
that response.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for her reply. | must admit, | didn't really
have an ulterior motive when | asked this question, other than perhaps just wanting to give a
little bit of publicity and airing to something. We do hear mutterings just now and again that
there might be problems, and | know the farming community are made up of all sorts of farms
at all sorts of stages, as it were, from the bigger established ones through to ones that have
been around since about 1982. But it's the ones perhaps who have recently taken up farms
with, of course, quite high mortgages and may not have the liquidity behind them to withstand
a prolonged recession. That does really worry me slightly.

So, | can only echo what you have said. If anybody is starting to run into problems, please do
get hold of the Department of Agriculture or MLAs. | would also like to thank Penguin News for
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the piece they ran with, and also, we had a session with Andy Pollard, which | found actually
very, very useful indeed. So, | do thank you for that.

Something that was mentioned, | think, in the Penguin News article, was it not the... there is a
scheme of payment, is it, for labour in Camp? | think that was blamed for perhaps adding to the
problems the Camp was facing, but could you make any comment on that, please?

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Yes, I'm happy to. It was the labour scheme that was withdrawn a couple of years ago due to
its low uptake, but elements of it were absorbed into the Farm Improvement programme, the
FIP.

So, it was considered by the Department that that particular aspect to support businesses in
Camp was covered. But, yes, so it wasn't kind of a reduction in opportunity, it was kind of
absorbed into FIP, but it was an underutilised fund.

The Honourable Gavin Short

No, | thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for her reply.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I'd like to thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for her
reply. | would point out that, as regards farm mortgages, they actually fall under my Honourable
Colleague Gavin Short's portfolio of the Falklands Development Corporation, and no doubt he
will be keeping a close eye on any issues that people have with farm mortgages. Thank you
The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, perhaps if | can answer the Honourable Gentleman's
guestion. FIDC has been going around the Camp, and so far, they have had no one speak to
them on this matter saying that they are encountering problems.

But, as | say, my question was more, | do have a worry that we could end up in that position.
So, FIDC, just like the Agricultural Department, and I'm sure all MLAs, will be keeping an ear to
the ground, because if there is an iceberg coming over the horizon, | think the quicker we know
about it, the better.

Mr Speaker

Any other supplementary questions?

The Honourable Leona Roberts.

Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I'm grateful to my Honourable Colleague for her response and for
this discussion, because | think actually the state of the rural community matters to everybody,
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whether we are Camp MLAs or Stanley MLAs. We want to see our Camp community being
successful and doing well, not just for economic reasons, but obviously it's a massively
important part of our culture, of our identity, and | think that it is something that we are all
very cognisant of and keeping an eye on. | think, some of the concerns we've seen and heard
expressed, they are very worrying, and the future of the wool market doesn't appear wildly
cheerful.

Just to that point, | think I'm aware that a lot of work is going on in the Agricultural Department,
in Environment, in all sorts of areas, to be looking at the rural economy. | don't really have a
question, | would just reiterate what has been said in the House before, but the importance of
government having full and accurate information from our farming community and our broader
rural community about the realities of the farming and rural economy, because without that it
is quite difficult to understand how best to support, and | think we do have these schemes in
place to offer support in different areas, but if the future is going to get even more rocky, then
we really do need that information. And so, as | say, not a question, but just an observation.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you. I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague. She's certainly pulled on a couple of
elements there which we know to be very true. The first of which is that wool in itself, we think
as a community, | think we can say that around the world it seems massively undervalued for
the excellent and sustainable product that it is, and we can be particularly proud of the fact
that the Falkland Islands wool clip is so organic and clean and strong in nature. But certainly,
unfortunately, we are battling a number of different global conditions, one of them being
climate change and the other being a very influential market that absorbs a lot of different
cycles of highs and lows.

And to that work, and kind of noting the issues, | think the department has quite rightly taken
on work to look at how Camp can best diversify, but also looking at rural land issues in general,
to be able to assist and advise on things such as land set-aside, conservation easements, but
also looking at management practices. And, you know, as our need for farming across the
Falklands is modernising, so too is the government element we put in. And | think that the team
that we have at DOA is absorbing those new challenges particularly well.

We've got an incoming Head of Agriculture, Matt Davis, as well, who's got a lot of expertise in
areas of different land use as well, which will hopefully be a valuable asset to the team going
forwards. So, yes, there's some very important messages in there, but we are a community
that's built on wool, built on dual-purpose sheep, but primarily wool, and | hope we will
continue to be for the long haul, but we need to be sure that we're looking at sustainability into
the future. I'd also just like to thank, | think it was acknowledged already, the time that the
Acting Head of Agriculture, Andy Pollard, gave to the Assembly earlier in the week to walk us
through some of these issues.

He's also very aware, and the department is, that the need for the responsible wool standard
to be fully recognised for what it is as a long-term benefit to the country, rather than the kind
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of value-added thing for the short term. It's definitely the longer-term kind of market opening
opportunity for the Falklands. And, quite proudly, we are the highest uptake of any country in
the world with the IWS, so it can be, again, something very firmly to be proud of there.

But the department are undertaking a number of workshops soon to discuss more about IWS,
because | know there have been some questions and concerns in the farmer community too.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Just at a risk of repeating what's already been said. | think the key
message that | would say to farmers out there is talk to us and we can work together. | know
there are some forums already where some farmers engage, but if there are specific issues
you're facing or even just improvements you see that we could be helping you with or making,
then you do have Camp MLAs, but also all MLAs work for all people in the Falkland Islands.
Speak to whoever you want to. | think we've got Farmers Week coming up, but that doesn't
necessarily mean you should wait for Farmers Week just to engage with us and let us know
what your concerns and thoughts are. So, we're listening, we're open to any time.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr Speaker

Any other supplementary questions or comments? No.

Clerk of the Assembly

Question number 15 of 2024 by the Honourable Gavin Short

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. Could the Honourable Roger Spink please say when the
telecom provider SURE's exclusive licence will end, please? Or does FIG have to give notice, and
if so, what is the earliest date that this can be done?

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. SURE South Atlantic Limited was granted a licence which
is effective for a minimum initial period of 12 years. The licence would then continue in effect
until terminated by the giving of two years' written notice by either party. The earliest date it

can be brought to an end is 31st December 2027, by notice given no later than December 2025.

The giving of notice to terminate triggers the exit provisions in the licence, which places
obligations on both SURE and FIG. Thank you.
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The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. | thank the Honourable Roger Spink for his answer. Given
that 2025 is rumbling towards us at high speed, can he say whether Government has already
been perhaps pondering the question and looking at what we would have to do should it be
our intention to give notice?

The Honourable Roger Spink.

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Gavin Short for his reply. Actually, this falls under my
Honourable Colleague Mark Pollard's portfolio. Yes, | understand we are already putting in
motion steps to look at the licence provision, but perhaps my Honourable Colleague may wish
to say things further.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, | mean this is a complex area and there are sort of blurred lines
between myself and my Honourable Colleague's portfolio.

But DCS, the directorate that | work with closest in my portfolio, is taking forward already a
tender process looking at the expert advice we can secure to look at future telecoms provision
across the Falkland Islands. So, looking at all of the suite of telecoms products that are delivered
to all of the people across the Falkland Islands and how we can maintain the best access to
those, the best price, the best service that we can get, but also what future technology is likely
to come up as well. So, it's a huge piece of work. It's not going to happen overnight, but certainly
the work is in hand. We do have a fairly tight timeframe to work to. | mean if we were to give
notice at the earliest opportunity it would be December 25, | believe. So, we have to work to
that as a timeframe. It doesn't necessarily mean we will give it at that point. It may be that that
isn't the best option at the time, but we will work and try and analyse the whole situation, look
at the bigger picture and find that out.

But, we as an Assembly have to make sure that we adequately fund this work. It can't be done
on a shoestring. It's so important for the future of not just business in the Falkland Islands, but
actually just personal communications, recruitment, take your pick. It's so important for
everyone, our kids' access and educational sites and things like that. So yeah, we are working
hard on it and we'll be, so like | say, we're just in the early stages as well. Quite far through even
the stages of putting together a procurement for expert advice to come in and sort of try and
fill that gap.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.
The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Mark Pollard for his answer and | think he may have
partially answered this, but I'd just like to tease this out a little bit further.
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The Honourable Gentleman talks of a procurement process to get somebody in place to give
the advice that we are going to need, that's for sure. But surely under that must sit, or even
coming first must sit, some form of terms of reference as to what politically the Falklands are
wanting.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker. | think, first of all, the Department or the Director have sought to
consult with the Technology Development Group and that has happened, | believe, and from
the feedback I've got was that it was a very positive meeting. | think in terms of what we want
politically can be a very difficult choice.

| mean, how do we make a decision on what we want politically for the entire future telecoms
provision of the Falkland Islands without the advice of what is available and what can be done.
| think it would be putting the cart before the horse to try and steer it politically without all the
information that we have. So, | would welcome sort of almost a stock take on exactly where we
are now and what we can do.

Now, there is a more pressing issue, which is one that | would pass back to my Honourable
colleague, which is the technologies available now and what happens in the meantime. | mean,
my portfolio is looking at the long-term picture of what happens in telecoms around exclusive
licences or not and provision of services. But they're not looking immediately at the, you know,
let's say exactly what it is about the low earth orbit satellite technology that is becoming
available and some people are accessing it after paying a fee.

So, they're not looking at that immediately. That's not their role in this, | don't believe. My
Honourable Colleague may want to elaborate slightly more on that.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr. Speaker, I'd like to thank my Colleague for his reply. | think it's been recognised that there
is a significant gap in the regulation of telecoms and there are steps being taken to recruit a
Regulator as quickly as possible into that post because | think we know that there has been a
lack of resource directed at this area.

So, hopefully, that will address many of the concerns people have.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Mark Pollard and indeed the Honourable Roger Spink for
their replies.

I'm just sort of, while | take on board what MLA Pollard has said, without directing people surely
to what perhaps we are looking for, are they not just going to go off and do stuff which could
be in an almost unstructured manner? | mean, | think we're going to have to somehow drive
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this process to the point perhaps that we try to get, perhaps work it back to say what are we
looking for and then tell them, or ask them to see if they can find out how we can get there.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

| think, perhaps, | haven't conveyed as accurately as | would like the way forward as | see it
through the Director and looking at the bigger picture stuff.

| don't anticipate that we will go for tender, someone will go away, do a piece of work in
isolation and then come back to us in the future with a report that may or may not sort of
capture what we feel that we need to be looking at. | think absolutely we have to be involved
all the way through the process in terms of saying here are the things we want you to look at. |
think we have to be talking to them as they're analysing technology, we have to be listening to
the community, listening to all of the community | would say, the business community, but also
people and particularly those people on the far reaches of the network.

We have to be constantly feeding that back in and out of the process to see how we plug these
technology gaps, how we design a regulation environment, but also how we as a government
put in the infrastructure and enable the businesses to be able to come in and offer, or not
necessarily come in to be able to already be in the Falklands and offer solutions. But | don't see
it as a sort of serial process, | don't see it as they do their bit and we do our bit and that's the
end of the process. | think very much we're going to have to do an awful lot of work in parallel
and that will be us as MLAs, that will be officers and that will be independent sort of advice and
experts, but also we have to talk to people supplying telecom services within the Falklands and
find out what they can do as well and what they are doing and whether or not they will be able
to offer some of these technological solutions in the future.

I'm not just talking about broadband to be clear; I'm talking about an awful lot of different
telecoms solutions and products. So, | mean there's an incredibly complex picture, I'm not
pretending in any way that it's going to be an easy piece of work and | think we're going to have
to as MLAs and particularly myself and MLAs Spink are going to have to roll up our sleeves and
get stuck in respectively within our portfolio areas, but | think all MLAs are going to have to
have a hand in steering it through this area. That's why we have prioritised telecoms as one of
the main things that we are working on and | think make no mistake, this is a huge problem to
try and fix but it's also a huge opportunity for shaping how technology works in the Falklands
in the future.

So absolutely we have to be involved all the way through but we can't just give a package to
someone and say go away and do something and then expect a perfect solution at the end, no
absolutely not, we'll have to be involved all the way through.

The Honourable Roger Spink
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | think the terms of reference as | understand it are going

out for consultation with people like the Technology Development Group at the moment, |
would expect when those come back that they would be presented to MLAs for the political
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steer on those terms of reference for that project. So that's how | would hope we would have
political input into that process.

Thank you.
The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Gentlemen for their replies. My apologies, | do have taken
quite an interest in this now. | do thank the Honourable Gentlemen for their reply.

Low Earth Orbit Satellite has been mentioned by yourself, MLA Pollard, but | think this falls
more to MLA Spink. Do you know, in light of the recent hoo-ha, just what communication has
been with Starlink right from the beginning about what they can and can't do, whether it just
covers roaming in the Falklands or quite what they have been allowed to do? Because I'm
somewhat unclear in my own mind as to what it is.

The Honourable Roger Spink.

Mr Speaker, | think we're straying somewhat from the original subject of the question. But
certainly, | know the Attorney General is arriving back today and he is the Regulator who has
been dealing directly with this and | will ask that he briefs MLAs once he is in a position to do
so. Thank you.

The Honourable Gavin Short
Thank you. Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Gentleman for his reply. | will now go quiet.
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Just on the process and the brief of the project, if you like. Yes, it has
gone out to the Technology and Development Group and they are considering the brief, |
believe. As | said, that was quite a positive meeting from what | understand from officers. |
wasn't there.

Just my Honourable Colleagues on the bench opposite, I'm not sure exactly what the process
has been so far in terms of the financing and the sign-off on the project and the policy work. |
can't remember whether it's been wrapped up in the budget or whether there was a separate
paper or whether there was a separate paper coming. But either way, it's certainly within the
gift of Executive Council to ask to see that before it goes out to procurement and to see a copy.

Either that or it will come to Exco anyway for approval for the project. | can't remember exactly
where it is in that process. But | would ask my Honourable Colleagues on Executive Council to

ensure that that does come in front of them either way.

Thank you.
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The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker. We may be straying a little bit, but | think that this is also such an
important subject with such a high level of public interest that actually it is a debate worth
having. So, I'm grateful for that.

| would entirely concur with my Honourable Colleague, Mark Pollard, when he says that there
is a huge amount of work and a huge amount of challenge involved in this issue.

It's also a real opportunity and it's going to matter enormously to the future of the Falklands
that we get this right. So, | welcome everything I've heard so far. | do think that the point about
not skimping on the advice we get is really critical.

We might all have views around this table and there are certainly many views in the community,
but we need to make sure that we understand what future possibilities might be out there and
that we're not limiting them either as we go forward. So, | think there's an awful lot to be done
on it. And while it might be tempting to say, well this is what we're looking for, this is what
we're not looking for, actually | think we need to get as broad and as much expertise in on this
as possible.

The process has been talked about and | think we have been assured that those terms of
reference will be brought back for discussion, so | think we'll see those. I'm not too concerned
about that not happening. Two things for me, two questions.

My Honourable Colleague Roger Spink touched on the fact that there would be information to
MLAs, more detailed information to MLAs about conversations that have happened so far. |
have for some months now been asking in this House and in the office and everywhere really
about whether we can get more information out to the public because | think that in this
respect there is an awful lot of misinformation, of lack of understanding about what some of
the issues that we're looking at are, about why some things aren't as easy to “fix” as might be
thought in some areas, about how things are going to go forward. And | do think we need to
tackle that, so | would ask my Honourable Colleague Roger Spink if that is going to happen.

There was some assurance | think back in October, November in this House that it would. |
would like to see something done on that if possible so that people are better informed and

understand.

And, to either of my colleagues, just a bit of clarity actually, because | think MLA Spink said that
notice is “no later” than December 25 and | think MLA Pollard said “not before”.

So, | would just ask, if possible, could that be clarified. Thank you, Mr Speaker.
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | note my colleague's comments and | will ask the Attorney
General who is the acting Regulator, obviously | shall pass those comments on to him. We have
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asked several times and it's a great regret that there hasn't been further information for the
general public.

| would say the exit provisions contain commercially confidential information and cannot be
published, but giving notice of termination commences the transition period under the terms
of the licence.

The obligation on FIG under the exit provisions is such that FIG should only give notice when
it's in a position to comply with its obligations. So, | think we need to do it at a time and a place
of our choosing. But we can introduce, as | understand it, the exit provisions earlier, but it may
not suit us to do that.

Thank you.

Mr Speaker

Any further questions? No.

Clerk of the Assembly

Motions.

Motion number 4 of 2024 by the Honourable Roger Spink.

This House approves the recommendation of the Report to the Legislative Assembly - from the
Statute Law Commissioner - application of United Kingdom Laws (Reporting period: 1 February
2024 to 31 March 2024) - submitted under section 25 of the Law Revision and Publication
Ordinance 2017

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, Summary of Statute Law Commissioner Report to the
Assembly, United Kingdom Laws made between 1 February and 31 March 2024.

Under the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017, the Statute Law Commissioner is
required to report regularly to the Assembly on new laws made in the United Kingdom.

This report covers the period 1 February to 31 March 2024.
Submission of regular reports enables the Assembly to:

- consider all UK laws made in the period;

- understand which apply to the Falkland Islands; and

- make decisions around the adoption of UK laws.

The report covers 4 Acts and approximately 325 statutory instruments, and | will give a brief
summary of it.

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 25 April 2024
23



1. UK laws directly applied to FI

During the reporting period, two Orders have been made which apply to the Falkland Islands in
connection with Civil Aviation; both to make updates to the law to ensure that the Falkland
Islands meets its obligations under the Chicago Convention on International Aviation, 1944.

The Orders were the subject of consultation with Air Safety Support International, who work
together with British Overseas Territories in the regulation of aviation, and with the Director of
Civil Aviation.

The Orders make relatively modest changes to update existing regulatory standards, so impact
on aviation business is not expected to be significant, and should mainly be limited to initial
familiarisation costs in relation to the new regulation.

Two sets of Regulations and an Order have also been applied to the Falkland Islands concerning
the international sanctions regimes; in relation to Haiti and Russia. These reflect minor
developments to existing financial and trade sanctions regimes which already apply in the
Falkland Islands.

2. Falkland Islands adoption of UK law

Three secondary instruments have been adopted (at least in part) in the law of the Falkland
Islands during the period of this report through operation of the automatic updating provisions
of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 (meaning that when the relevant law
changes in the UK, it automatically changes here).

The Legislative Assembly should consider whether those changes should continue to apply in
the Falkland Islands.

The first two amend court rules. The relevant rules largely concern procedural matters in the
Summary and Magistrate’s Courts in the Falkland Islands.

The main purpose of the amendments is to ensure that the necessary procedural framework in
civil matters is in place to underpin the operation in of Domestic Abuse Protection Notice and
Domestic Abuse Protection Orders under the Domestic Abuse Act 2021.

The provisions of the Act dealing with orders in civil matters are not yet reflected in Falkland
Islands law. However, a Domestic Abuse Bill is currently being developed to address this gap in
the law, to be presented to the Assembly later this year, so the relevant provisions of the
amending Rules may be utilised in due course.

Other amendments made to the court rules are minor.
The Commissioner recommends that the amending rules continue to be adopted in the

Falkland Islands; for coherence and consistency in the adoption of the relevant court rules,
(and on the basis that there is no particular reason to disapply any of the amendments).
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The final statutory instrument to mention is the Merchant Shipping (Special Measures to
Enhance Maritime Safety) Regulations 2024.

The Regulations implement certain provisions of the International Convention of the Safety of
Life at Sea, 1974 (SOLAS), concerning maritime safety. SOLAS was extended to the Falkland
Islands on 30 January 2004.

The maritime safety measures implemented by the new Regulations are:
- arequirement for a ship identification number
- arequirement for an owner and operator identification number
- arequirement for a ship record (continuous synopsis record); and

- a requirement for oil tankers to be surveyed in accordance with the ESP Code
(International Code on the Enhanced Programme of Inspections during Surveys of
Bulk Carriers and Oil Tankers 2011)

The new requirements are imposed in UK in part by amending existing regulations, as well as
by making new, stand-alone, regulation.

The amended UK regulations have already been adopted as law in the Falkland Island under
the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017. The effect of section 24(2) of the Law
Revision and Publication Ordinance is that the amendments automatically apply in the Falkland
Islands.

However, the new, stand-alone, parts of the 2024 Regulations will not have automatic effect;
and the Assembly needs to decide whether to adopt the new parts.

The Head of the Maritime Authority has been consulted about the Regulations and has advised
that it is not anticipated that any part of them should cause any difficulty in the Falkland Islands.
In particular, he has confirmed that oil tankers currently operating in Falkland Islands waters
already conform with the ESP Code.

To ensure that there is consistency and coherence in the law, the regulations would need to be
adopted either in full or would need to be disapplied in so far as parts of them have already
been automatically adopted.

On this basis, it is recommended that the full regulations are adopted in the Falkland Islands
under the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2024. This will enable the Falkland Islands
to meets the relevant international obligations under SOLAS.

In particular, it is recommended that the Merchant Shipping (Special Measures to Enhance
Maritime Safety) Regulations 2024 are added to Schedule 1 of the Law Revision and Publication
Ordinance 2017 so that they apply in full in the Falkland Islands. A draft Order is annexed to
the report which would give effect to that recommendation.
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No recommendations are made to adopt any new UK legislation which has been made during
the reporting period.

The Assembly is now invited to agree the recommendations of the report.
The Acting Attorney General

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that this House approves the recommendation of the
Report to the Legislative Assembly from the Statute Law Commissioner on the application of
United Kingdom Laws (Reporting period: 1 February 2024 to 31 March 2024) submitted under
section 25 of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017.

Does any Member wish to speak to that Motion? Is there any objection to passing that Motion?
There is no objection. It is resolved by the Legislative Assembly this 25 April 2024 that:

(a) the recommendations of the Statute Law Commissioner made to the Legislative Assembly
under section 25(5) of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 are approved;

(b) the Assembly recommends that the Governor makes an order in the form (or in
substantially similar form) to the order annexed to the Statute Law Commissioner’s Report;

and the Statute Law Database should be amended accordingly. That is resolved.
Clerk of the Assembly
Motion number 5 of 2024 by the Honourable Peter Biggs.

The Stanley Common (Cape Pembroke Road) (Amendment) Regulations 2024 have been made
under section 10 of the Stanley Common Ordinance 1999 and require approval of the
Legislative Assembly before they may have effect. This House resolves to approve the
Regulations.

The Honourable Peter Biggs.

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | am pleased to present to the Assembly the Stanley
Common (Cape Pembroke Road) (Amendment) Regulations 2024. The regulations are to
facilitate the much needed repair and restoration of the Cape Pembroke Lighthouse.

The Falkland Islands Museum and National Trust is planning to repair, renovate and restore the
lighthouse. For that work to be carried out, vehicular access is needed from the current car
park to the lighthouse and a hard stand area for equipment and materials.

Planning permissions have been granted for both the lighthouse works and service road. These
regulations will grant the approval required under the Stanley Common Ordinance 1999.
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When the restoration work is completed, the road will be retained to provide pedestrian access
and for future maintenance work.

| would like to thank the Museum and National Trust for their ongoing work on this project to
date, as well as Beauchene Fishing Company Limited, Consolidated Fisheries Limited, Stanley
Services Limited, and the Falkland Islands Government for their contribution to funding the
works. A further thanks goes to Falkland Islands Government for funding the road to complete
the restoration project.

| look forward to seeing our iconic lighthouse repaired, restored and preserved for future
generations.

For the regulations to take effect they must be approved by the Legislative Assembly.

| ask Honourable Members to support these regulations so that this valuable work can go
ahead.

The Honourable Leona Roberts
Mr Speaker, | second the motion.
Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Stanley Common (Cape Pembroke Road)
(Amendment) Regulations 2024 have been made under section 10 of the Stanley Common
Ordinance 1999 is approved by the House. Does any Member wish to speak to that Motion? Is
there any objection to passing that motion? No objection. Those regulations are approved.

Clerk of the Assembly
Portfolio Reports, The Honourable Gavin Short.
The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | shall start my report to the House with FIG Policy,
Economy & Corporate Services.

As you’ll recall from my last update, a Workforce Development Strategy for the Falkland Islands
was approved by ExCo in November. Based on the priorities identified, the Department has
developed an implementation plan which, along with an initial progress report, has now been
presented to the Skills Assessment Council. There are a number of different parties responsible
for implementing actions associated with the strategy, so the oversight of the Council will help
to ensure progress is made across the full range of priority actions.

Following the first case of avian flu in Stanley last year, the Policy Department, working closely
with the Falkland Islands Tourist Board and Veterinary Service, developed a support scheme for
businesses affected by FIG-imposed closures due to avian flu. As we expect to see cases of avian
flu into next tourist season, the Department will be reviewing the claims made for this season
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and will propose options for MLAs to consider for future support. | do want to note that the
closing date for any claims for this year’s scheme is 30 April and those should be submitted to
FITB.

In February, ExCo reviewed a progress report for the Housing Strategy and identified priority
actions for focus over the remainder of the Assembly. Following this, the Policy Department
has finalised a draft model tenancy agreement, to be submitted to ExCo following review by
the Legal Department, and will be briefing MLAs on work being undertaken to advance other
housing policy priorities.

In addition to projects that are led by the Policy team, the Department has been supporting a
range of other work across FIG, including the Social Services review of allowances, inputs into
the budget process, support for Department of Agriculture considering a land set-aside scheme,
analysis to inform the Falkland Islands credit rating and consultations by the Environment
Department on the Energy Strategy, Pollution and Waste Policy and proposed National Park.

The team welcomed Roddy Cordeiro as a Policy Advisor in February and will have a second
Policy Advisor joining the team in late May. These posts, approved in the FY 2023/24 budget,
will significantly increase the Department’s capacity to support policy projects across FIG. Over
the next months, the team will be working with Directors to identify projects that could be
expedited through involvement of Policy.

Following the restructure last October, FIG’s HR Department have successfully recruited an HR
Office Manager to lead the work of streamlining processes and increasing digitalisation within
the Department, building on initial trials including online shortlisting using the ATS system. To
build capacity within FIG Heads of Service, training has been delivered on Organisational
Change & Workforce Development, Interviewing, Onboarding & Recruitment, Understanding
Leave Entitlements and Developing Leadership Capability. Additional training sessions are
planned throughout the year. Further, the Wellbeing Working Group has been consulting with
the Public Health Unit regarding the important work PHU has led around reducing the stigma
associated with mental illness and will look for ways to integrate this into future training.

Communications & Media

The “team” in the Communications Department consist of just two people and | pay tribute to
Sally and Dani who do a sterling job, covering day to day FIG information releases, incoming
visits and answering all sorts of enquiries from the overseas and local press and individuals who
have Falklands related queries.

Dani was away in December (working remotely) so it was down to Sally to physically run the
incoming visits from December to March, it was though still an important team effort.

The Public Diplomacy season for the Communications and Media Office ran from November
2023 to March 2024 with 7 groups visiting the Falkland Islands, totalling 26 people. These
groups were a mixture of FIG/FCDO funded groups and Communications and Media funded.
We were delighted to welcome a variety of people from an American photographer to a
Uruguayan Agricultural delegation.

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 25 April 2024
28



Work will begin in due course for the next public diplomacy season 2024/25 and look at ways
to improve the overall visit experience, and reach out to new participants for innovative ways
to advocate the Islands as a holiday destination.

The Falkland Islands Development Corporation

The FIDC Green Business Programme officially launched 1 July, and has now allocated 22
percent (%) of the total budget (£750,000) for the 2023/2024 fiscal year. From the 2023/2024
fiscal year thus far, Green Business Programme grant funding awarded amounted to
£113,153.58, and loan funding awarded amounted to £51,868.

The FIDC Business Development Team have visited 15 rural businesses for the 2023/2024
financial year thus far. Additionally, FIDC hosted a 40th anniversary event at Fox Bay in March,
which had approximately 25 attendees. The visits have been an opportunity to promote all new
FIDC initiatives, including the Green Business Programme. FIDC thanks all the rural businesses
for their hospitality.

The inaugural Economic Development Forum is scheduled to run July 1 — July 2 as part of the
Rural Business Association’s Farmers Week. This is an open forum for anyone to attend in
person. FIDC has invited three (3) international speakers to the in-person event to discuss
traditional Falkland Islands industry — agriculture (wool), fishing, and tourism — and how these
industries have changed globally post COVID-19. FIDC is now accepting sponsors for the event.

As of 1 April, subscription agreements allocated to the Portfolio Participation Program (PPP)
amounted to 84 percent (%) of total available Lots, or 209 of the total 250 subscriptions. This
equates to £418,000 in potential monies for PPP.

As of this writing, renovations are complete on eight (8) cabins at the Hillside Business Park,
with six (6) tenants open for business. FIDC has allocated 11 cabins at Hillside Business Park,
with eight (8) available for applicants. The timeline for completion of renovation work for all
remaining cabins is now end of May 2024. As an ongoing project, please note, construction
schedules are subject to change.

As of this writing, FIDC is still waiting on Public Works Department (FIG, PWD) to provide a date
to connect the Wool Warehouse to the main power grid. This is paramount to FIDC being able
to schedule the relevant government departments to certify the building as fit for occupancy,
and for FIDC to provide a date to the tenant Falkland Islands Wool Company (WoolCo) for
handover. As previously reported at the FIDC Board meeting in March, the Directors for WoolCo
previously visited the Wool Warehouse, and enquired about further information on several
aspects of the construction, and FIDC is working with both Falkland Islands Company and RSK
to provide an update to WoolCo.

PWD has now reformed and asphalted the service road to the current fence line, and FIDC
appreciates PWD paving the road to the Wool Warehouse.
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| would like to end this section of my report by extending my congratulations to FIDCs Strategic
Projects Manager, Stacy Bragger, on successfully completing the one-week Manchester
Leadership Development Programme at the University of Manchester. He will undertake
further study over the next year to gain an ILM 7 qualification.

Continuing Professional Development (CPD) is actively supported and encouraged at FIDC. It
assists the team to keep their skills and knowledge up to date, prepare for greater
responsibilities, boost confidence, helps them become more creative in tackling new
challenges, enables them to make better decisions, or help take their careers further.

Tourism
2023/24 Season:

We don’t have any confirmed numbers for either Land-based Tourism or Cruise Tourism at this
stage, however, we believe that the final figures for land-based tourism is possibly going to
exceed those of 2019/20, which was 2,000, based on FIGAS and accommodation stats for the
season.

The figure for cruise tourism is looking to exceed 74,000 which is higher than our best season
ever in 2019/20 when it was 72,800. Once again, we were hit fairly hard by weather
cancellations losing in excess of 18,000.

Due to operational problems at Gypsy Cove and Yorke Bay this season, FITB are working with
the Environment Department on measures to better manage the area for next season. As part
of the Licence to Operate, those selling tours or a shuttle to either of these areas will be
required to provide a guide on a ratio of 1:12.

Whilst the primary role of the Jetty Visitor Centre is to provide information to visitors, we have
also successfully sold goods for local providers. The demand for locally produced goods is high
and in the space of two years we have gone from paying out £16,000 to £152,000, which as |
said is paid to individuals and local businesses.

The Falklands got off comparatively lightly this season with avian flu, with only three
destinations reaching a level 3 requiring them to close - Steeple Jason, Sea Lion Island and
Carcass Island (the latter only to cruise ship landings outside the settlement). Based on what
has happened in the northern hemisphere we can potentially expect things to be worse next
season.

FITB are also doing the administration for claims for businesses who are eligible to for the Avian
Flu support package.

Looking at wild fires, as one of our key destinations | think it would be remiss of us not to
mention the devastating fire on Sea Lion Island. Micky and Sarah have been hit really hard this
season with the fire following on from Avian Flu.
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Looking ahead to the 2024/25 season - Bookings for cruise vessels for next season are looking
good; one of the large cruise companies is re-positioning their vessel for a season, however we
would still expect to reach numbers similar to this year.

Finally, moving onto SAERI. It has been a busy summer season with students and external
researchers visiting the islands. Collaborating scientists investigated carbon accumulation of
peat, investigating peat erosion and examining the fate of carbon from peat eroded from the
land to sea, looking for evidence of pre historic human settlement (not in the seas, | hasten to
add), installing gas flux chambers and towers and examining soils in the context of the sub-
Antarctic.

Additionally, our PhD students were very busy too and included work on logger ducks,
cormorants, zooplankton, earwigs and community ecology in the shallow subtidal and also
included a recent expedition to Port Stephens Harbour in some very windy inclement weather.

A new staff member arrived this month. We welcome Dr Valaria Mazola, a Gas Flux Scientist
working on the Defra funded peat project.

Looking at Falkland Islands Science and Projects
e New grants include 2 Darwin PLUS funded projects:

1) Climate impacts on Fl past, present and future freshwater dynamics. A major
threat to Falkland Islands biodiversity and livelihoods is a drying climate. As
warming continues, Falkland Islands water security is a growing concern - but
we lack baseline data to inform mitigation and adaptation. The project will
assess Falkland Islands past and present freshwater dynamics (soil moisture,
surface water), and identify how freshwater dynamics are influenced by land
use. We will model future scenarios and identify habitats/areas prone to drying.
Finally, climate change resilience and mitigation will be mainstreamed into
management through workshops. Partners include FIG (Department of
Agriculture) and the UK Centre for Ecology & Hydrology (CEH). Duration: 2 years.

2) Understanding wildlife population connectivity and potential routes of disease
transmission. The Falkland Islands are home to around 40% of the global
Southern Giant Petrel (SGP) population. SGP play a key role in food webs as
scavengers of wildlife and livestock, and influence disease transmission.
However, the Falkland Islands SGP population remains virtually unstudied. This
scoping study will provide baseline data on SGP movements, enabling
connectivity of the world’s largest SGP population to be assessed, and provide
insights into potential routes of disease transmission. It aids the development
of a larger multispecies project.

e The Peat project is progressing at pace with the arrival of Dr Valaria Mazola to the
project team and consortium. This project will deliver scientifically robust data to
improve our understanding of Falkland peatland Green House Gas (GHG) emissions and
reporting into the GHG Inventory. It will also establish accurate carbon sequestration
rates for the peatlands, enabling a feasibility study for a carbon offsetting scheme with
the long-term aim of financing peatland restoration. The project partners are Falklands
Conservation, SAERI, UK Centre for Ecology & Hydrology (CEH), BAS and FIG.
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A new PhD student has joined the SAERI team and she will be working on rockhopper
penguin movement ecology here. There is currently an 8 strong cohort of PhD students
that will be using the Falkland Islands at their study base.

With the FIG Fisheries Department and industry, the team have made excellent progress
on understanding the factors leading to an increase in seal-fishery interactions, and how
the increase impacts fisheries and marine ecosystems. Also, fisheries related and
industry funded, our Biological Oceanographer is making good progress on the
dynamics in the lllex fishery.

SAERI’s (Darwin PLUS funded) Falkland Islands Fisheries and Marine Ecosystems project
team has successfully produced a dynamic ecosystems model that will help inform
climate change scenarios and therefore planning and mitigation and is now complete.
The project was in partnership with DNR, FIFCA, BAS, Shallow Marine Survey Group and
Oregon State University.

International

SAERI has a number of grant applications submitted and continues to maintain a healthy project
pipeline. Updates will be provided as they progress.

We are recruiting for a scientist to fill a role under our EMODnet grant in Anguilla. The
aim is to standardise approaches to seabed habitat mapping in EU Overseas Countries
and Territories (OCTs) and UK Overseas Territories (UKOTSs) in the Caribbean.

We have recently recruited for a role to SAERI for supporting data management in a
Namibian led consortium of partners implementing a project to effectively manage the
Namibian Islands Marine Protected Area (NIMPA).

We have also recruited for an (EU funded) cross territory role under the SELINA project
where our staff member will be based for around 1 year in the Falkland Islands and 1
year in St. Helena to bridge the gap between evidence and policy/decision-making. This
post will work in collaboration in the DoA with regards to data / spatial data and

mapping.

SAERI (Falkland Islands) Ltd. (SFL)

SFL is undertaking a range of projects including:

Support to the ACAP (Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels) by
developing bycatch reporting databases for the organisation (JNCC funded).

Working with the fishing industry on bycatch reporting precision, and fishing
sustainability including MSC certification of toothfish.

Working with FIG partners on a number of projects in the Falkland Islands including
FIMA, Commercial Services, and FIDC
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e SAERI is also working with Navitas on their Environmental Impact Assessment for the
Sea Lion field.

e Developing digital projects for local charities including Antarctic Research Trust and
Southern Heartbeat.

e Working with the St. Helena Government (SHG) via an SFL staff member based in St.
Helena for 18 months, to deliver 14 conservation area management plans (Darwin PLUS
main funded), and on a smaller project to scope the use of drones for habitat mapping
(Defra funded).

e Working with the University of Liverpool in the Turks and Caicos Island to map seabird
habitats (Darwin PLUS Main funded)

As with SAERI, SFL continue to have proposals submitted and in review, and maintain a healthy
pipeline of projects locally and across the UKOTs and Namibia.

SAERI are sincerely grateful for the continued support and enthusiasm from FIG in its
development. | will update you on SAERI’s progress and activities throughout the year.

Mr Speaker, that ends my report.

Mr Speaker

Does any Honourable Member wish to raise a question or comment on that report?
The Honourable Mark Pollard

I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for that portfolio report. On workforce development
I'm particularly pleased that the strategy action plan will be worked on with the Skills
Assessment Council. The strategy highlights amongst others the need to streamline
immigration processes as well as to work with the Development Corporation to reduce the risk
and cost to smaller employers of international recruitment. So, showing a real willingness of
the government to work with small businesses in the private sector to find real solutions. One
example of this was the shared risk scheme which | believe was identified as an issue by the
Chamber of Commerce. Although I'm unsure of the take up, perhaps my Honourable Colleague
could find out what the take up has been. It's probably a bit unfair to ask him to do it on the
spot now. Hopefully the community will work with the Skills Assessment Council to identify
opportunities to address the many issues and the opportunities as well identified within the
strategy.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.
Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise a question or comment.
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The Honourable Gavin Short

Sorry Mr Speaker, | will come back on the question raised by MLA Mark Pollard because | am
not 100% sure, | have it in my head, there was either one or none, but, | can’t remember which
is was. | shall have to come back.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker, just a couple of things | would like to pull out from the Portfolio report
if | may.

On the avian flu support, it's great to see support for businesses that have been affected by this
terrible disease. | think working in partnership with the Tourism Board, and we're all grateful
to the Tourism Board for administering the scheme and working in partnership with FIG on that.

Just on tourism as well, I'd like to congratulate them on what may very well be a record-
breaking season, as said by my Colleague. And just finally, if | may Mr Speaker, on FIDC and just
congratulate them on the Green Business Programme. | think it could have been a better take
up in terms of the total spend, but a large number of businesses have, | believe, accessed this
and been reached.

And I'm really pleased with the Portfolio Participation Programme as well. That's something
that we spoke about before and talked about it with the Manager of FIDC. He's taken that on
and | think a lot of it was his idea as well and driven that forward and | look forward to seeing
it delivered in terms of a project or projects.

And just finally, on FIDC as well, the cabins at Hillside are providing much-needed business
development space. And I'd just like to thank them for all those involved with it and wish the
occupants of those cabins the best of luck. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker. And not a question but more a comment, which is | think particularly
highlighted by my Honourable Colleagues' portfolio report, which is the amazing collaboration
we enjoy for the benefit of the sustainability of the Falklands economy.

Something we've been driving for as an Assembly, certainly throughout the life of this Assembly
and the previous, has been for increased collaboration across science and policy development
and industry, as well as general government services. And, | think, that's clear evidence in some
of the examples that my Honourable Colleague gave. One specific one which | was very
intrigued to take, to sit in on a session of, was the audit of the CFL Toothfish MSC certification
process.

| understand they're still awaiting the outcome of that audit, but certainly we've been very
proud as a country to have an MSC certified fishery in the Falklands and | hope we also continue
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to do so. To thank everybody involved for things like that. Coming together, supporting each
other and looking at the future needs of the Islands is so important.

The other example he gave, which is particularly important for the future, is the peatlands work.
And long may that continue.

Mr Speaker

Any other Honourable Member wish to speak? No.
Portfolio Report The Honourable Roger Spink.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, Law and Regulation. The Civil Aviation Department is
working closely with UK government agencies to develop its part of the UK’s National Aviation
Safety Plan (NASP). This piece of work needs to be completed in 2024 and will not only ensure
aviation regulation in the Falklands is focussing on the right areas, but will also give the
Governor and the UK Government the assurance they require. The Department will also be
assessed in October by Air Safety Support International as part of their ongoing oversight of all
OTs.

The Registry continues to meet the demand of their clients whilst working on improving their
systems so that more processes can be carried out electronically. Currently all company and
land registrations and searches have been completed with none outstanding.

The Electoral Register Canvass is underway. The deadline for the submissions of the Electoral
Form V, Request for information from Householders has been completed and the Register of
Electors will be published on 1 May 2024 as required by law.

In addition to the Bills and secondary legislation which have come before the Assembly in
recent months, the Legislation team have also completed the latest family law project Bill,
which should come before the Assembly shortly, and will offer new protective legal tools for
victims of domestic abuse (to supplement the update of relevant criminal offences in 2022).

Since the start of the year, one of our two full time Legislative Drafters has been largely
dedicated to working on a Bill which will establish a revised health and safety regime for the
offshore minerals industry. The Bill isin its early stages, and will need to be followed by detailed
regulations. Legal Services are supporting the Offshore Minerals team on range of projects
needed to underpin the proposed Sea Lion oil field development. Many of these projects will
require new or amended legislation, so this work has the potential to dominate the
Government’s legislative drafting Programme for a considerable period; likely over a number
of years.

Work is also ongoing in relation to the Finance Bill, which will be a lengthy one if, as anticipated,
it is to reflect an increase in most Government fees, charges and allowances.
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The Senior Legislative Drafter has dedicated much of her time recently to working with
Directors and Assembly Members to put forward proposals for the Government’s Legislation
Programme for 2024/2025. Of course, this will be the last opportunity for this Assembly to
deliver its legislative ambitions before dissolution of the Assembly in September 2025. There
are a very high number of legislative proposals outstanding. Efforts by the Assembly to speed
up progress on the Programme by the provision of additional policy development resource in
the Policy Team this year will necessarily take time to translate into new legislation, and
completion of all projects in the coming year/18 months will not be possible.

The Programme, as agreed by Executive Council at their meeting earlier this week, should be
published shortly.

As well as legislation essential to the day to day operation of the Government, Executive Council
has agreed to prioritise work in relation to; offshore minerals regulation; a broad range of
environmental protection legislation (in connection with; marine management areas; Hill Cove
National Park; and biosecurity); as well as legislation required to bring transparency to the
beneficial ownership of Falkland Islands registered companies.

The Executive Council has also agreed to prioritise any legislation which might be required in
connection with telecommunications; although there aren’t yet any proposals for a change in
the law.

In relation to recruitment, the Equalities Policy Advisor has started work and is developing the
Project Initiation Document, and the Equalities Legal Advisor will be starting work in the
summer. Recruitment will be commencing shortly for the Communications Regulator post. This
area of work continues to be challenging, and we are aware we need to improve response times
in this area.

The Attorney General has issued good governance guidance for FIG officers on “Making Good
Decisions” and he and his team have run two development sessions for Heads of Service on
robust decision making, which they have received positive feedback on. These are good
examples of preventative work being done to raise awareness and knowledge of good
governance and decision making, and to seek to reduce reliance on legal advice after the event
when something may have gone wrong. The Elected Members of this Assembly have expressed
interest in attending a similar session, and it is planned to hold one for us to attend in May.

Treasury - In addition to the regular support to Directorates and delivery of core Exchequer
services the Treasury function have focussed their efforts on:

e Supporting the Budget Select Committee process with a range of presentations, analysis
and recommendations through six sessions with Members. The draft budget estimates
will be presented to ExCo on June 4t" before coming to Legislative Assembly on June 5.
A public meeting was held on April 8% in order to give information on the framework,
considerations and process of the budget as part of the Assembly’s desire to increase
openness.

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 25 April 2024
36



Securing the renewal of the A+ sovereign credit rating via S&P Global that sits at the
heart of the options for financing future developments and reflecting the strong
management of the Falkland Islands economy.

The Annual Financial Statements for FIG and special funds have been signed off with
clean audit opinions and no significant audit recommendations.

Work has been undertaken on changes to the Joint General Mortgage Scheme in
partnership with SCB to help improve the offering and access to it. These changes are
being finalised and will be presented to ExCo.

Following the survey results to remove 1p and 2p coins from circulation an ExCo paper
has been presented to the April ExCo for approval. In addition, a bank note project is
underway to have a complete set of new Falkland Island bank notes in circulation within
the next 12-18 months.

The new Head of Finance has just arrived to fill the position left by the previous post
holder following their promotion to Financial Secretary.

The strong relationship with the UK Government Internal Audit Agency continues which,
through their direct support, has enabled suitable internal audit work to be delivered
throughout 2023/24 with limited resources. Recruitment of a Chief Internal Auditor
remains outstanding with a new round of recruitment underway. A new internal auditor
was recruited in December 2023 and is working through outstanding audit
recommendations and the Audit Plan with close support from the UK Internal Audit
Agency.

Circa 2,700 personal tax forms for 2022 were distributed in March with 903 returned in
the first month.

A new tax database has now gone operational following the final stages of data testing.
This has been an on-going project since 2021 and will improve internal verification
processes and reporting.

Expression of Interest paper on the Tax Review project has been submitted to ExCo.
Once published this will give an indication of the likely cost, scope and timeline of a Tax
Review prior to any formal tender being instigated. This Tax review will be in addition
to the work being undertaken as part of the Oil readiness project.

Preparing for the second year of drawdowns from FIPS with the deadline for claims
being 01 July. This follows the successful processes of the first drawdowns last year.

The Corporation tax team are focussed on oil readiness, business as usual dealing with
company tax assessments and the expression of interest around the tax review project.
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e A new Corporation Tax Officer arrived in April to supplement the additional officer who
arrived in September last year. These are critical appointments that will help the tax
office to complete timely assessments and queries.

e A week long oil course has just been presented by Dr Pedro van Meurs, an eminent
consultant within this field, which provided significant information and insight on
energy transition and fiscal regimes to assist with our oil readiness.

Mr Speaker
Does any Honourable Member wish to raise a question or comment on that Portfolio report.
The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | thank the Honourable Roger Spink for his portfolio report
and | would like to touch on something | was going to touch on in my Motion for Adjournment
if I may. | would just like to apologise to my Honourable Colleague because for quite a while
now l've been happily usurping part of his territory by thinking that the Archives belonged
under Policy when in fact they come under, | believe, MLA Spink. So, | do apologise for trying
to take away part of your territory, sir, but it was done with the best of intentions. Do you have
anything to report from the Archives?

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, no, | haven't received anything from the Archives and | shall
be asking why | haven't, but | think they may have assumed that they were part of your portfolio
as well.

The Honourable Gavin Short
Yes, | do apologise for causing great confusion.
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Just a comment on one thing and a question on the other, if that's OK,
I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his portfolio report. On the A+ credit rating, | did
a little bit of research last night with the courtesy of Wikipedia and Google, but I'm very glad to
see this having been renewed because despite the constant repetition by some of spending
being out of control within this government, we're yet again in the A+ category, which puts us
in joint 30th in the world out of a list of 137 different countries judged by the largest credit
rating agency in the world, just behind Jersey, ahead of Spain and alongside Japan, Guernsey
and Iceland, but what do they know.

On the tax review, can | just ask about the, so my Honourable Colleague gave an update on
where we are with the tax review, can | just ask whether as we go into this tax review, whether
or not my Honourable Colleague feels that we already have any predetermined outcomes as
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far as I'm concerned. | believe it's completely open to Members to see where it goes, but I'd
just like my Honourable Colleague to say that we have no predetermined outcomes already.

Thank you.
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for first his observation but also his
question.

| think on the tax review, | don't think there are any predetermined outcomes that have been
agreed amongst us. Maybe individuals have particular views that they have in certain areas, but
certainly as far as the Assembly is concerned, | don't believe there is a predetermined outcome,
I think we are waiting to see what comes back from that review. Thank you.

Mr Speaker
Any other question or comment on that?
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Sorry Mr Speaker, | have just one more observation if that's okay. Just on banking, | think it's
great to see the Treasury once again taking a lead on banking services in progressing the
mortgage scheme in partnership with Standard Chartered Bank. For me it builds on the other
important work by the Treasury in terms of banking facilities, such as Square, the Bank of
Gibraltar, merchant banking and hopefully our colleagues in the Treasury and my Honourable
Colleague can continue to lead on progress in these areas.

| just thought it was worth recognising all the hard work. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker

That concludes that. | thank both the Honourable Members for their portfolio reports.
Clerk of the Assembly

Order of the Day Bills. Criminal Laws (Amendment) Bill 2024. This Bill has been gazetted and
we go to the second reading.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | beg to move the second reading of the Bill and as a way
of introduction I'd say it will assist the House if | make some introductory remarks to explain
the background of the Bill. The House will recall that in 2017 the criminal justice system was
comprehensively reformed by commencement of the Criminal Procedure and Evidence
Ordinance 2014 and the Crimes Ordinance 2014. The Government is committed to ensuring the
criminal law remains up to date and effective in a modern world.
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The operation of the criminal justice system is regularly reviewed to identify areas where
improvements can be made and criminal law developments particularly those in the United
Kingdom are monitored to assess whether similar laws would benefit the Falkland Islands. The
Bill contains a substantial number of amendments and updates which range from technical
amendments in respect of court procedure through to the introduction of new offences. An
important point to make is that criminal offences do not apply retrospectively so the Bill
anticipates situations that may arise in future and introduces new offences to cover those
situations.

Mr Speaker, | commend the Bill to a Select Committee to be chaired by the Attorney General
or his representative to be held on the 14" May 2024?

Mr Speaker

The motion is that the Bill be read a second time. Could | have a seconder for that motion?
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Mr Speaker, | second the motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you.

Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Bill at this stage?

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | just wish to say that | fully welcome and support this Bill
being sent to a Select Committee. It contains a whole raft of different things which | think some
of which will be of great public interest and this will be perhaps a way of drawing them out.
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker. |, too, would support this Bill being sent to a Select Committee just so
that those issues as my Honourable Colleagues have discussed could be fully laid out in the
public sphere.

On this Bill alone, | have had a few questions from members of the public asking around what
specific elements and does this mean for them and in practice what does it mean. So, having
an opportunity to do that in a public sitting will be a great opportunity.

| unfortunately won't be able to attend should the Select Committee be held on the 14" May

as | will be drawn overseas with Public Diplomacy work for the Pre C24 meeting, but | shall send
some thoughts and comments along to be read at that meeting.
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The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Yes, just to say | do support this Bill going to a Select Committee. | think
it is a really important piece of work actually. There is such a lot of positive stuff contained in
this Bill that actually having the opportunity to discuss it in more detail publicly and to allow

the Community to understand how broad and far reaching and significant it is, is no bad thing.

So, | look forward to that discussion and | am very grateful for all the work that has already
gone into bringing such a comprehensive Bill forward.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Sorry, Mr Speaker, | did forget to mention that the idea to have this sent to a public setting was
actually submitted by a member of the press.

| went to embarrass her too much by identifying her over the radio where she works, but it was
a very, very useful suggestion and as my Honourable colleague Leona Roberts just noted, there
is good stuff in here as well but there is nothing more important than the public being aware
of the changes that are being made in the law that affect them and they need to know.

Mr Speaker

The motion is that the Bill be read a second time. Is there any objection to that motion? There
is no objection the Bill will be read a second time.

Criminal Laws (Amendment) Bill 2024.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | propose the motion.

Mr Speaker

You propose the Bill goes to a Select Committee?
The Honourable Roger Spink

| propose the Bill goes to a Select Committee.

Mr Speaker

Thank you. And a seconder please for that motion?
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Mr Speaker, | second the motion.
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Mr Speaker

And the motion is seconded. The motion is that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee on
the Bill, is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection. A Select
Committee on the Bill will be formed. It will be chaired by the Attorney General or his
representative. The Members of that Select Committee will be all Members of the House and
the Select Committee will generate its own procedures.

Clerk of the Assembly

Taxes and Duties (Special Exemptions) (Amendment) Bill 2024, this Bill has been gazetted and
we go to the second reading.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | beg to move the second reading of the Bill. | am pleased
to present to the Assembly a Bill to amend the Taxes and Duties (Special Exemptions) Ordinance
1987 (the Ordinance). The Bill amends the internal administration process of granting
exemptions from liability to pay tax and retirement pension to employees who qualify for
exemption. The proposed administrative process allows designation of employers whose
qualifying employees are to be granted the exemptions. Applications will be received from
employers for the Designated Employer status.

This Bill removes the current requirement for an Order to be drafted, signed by Her Excellency
the Governor and published in the Gazette every time an employer is approved as a Designated
Employer. An application will be considered by Standing Finance Committee and they will
advise the Commissioner of Taxation on whether or not the Designated Employer status should
be granted. The Tax Office will add the name of the designated employer to the list. The Tax
office must maintain an up to date list of Designated Employers on their website and also hold
a copy in the Office.

Section 9A of the Ordinance is replaced to provide accordingly.

This change in the administration process will improve the speed with which applications are
considered by eliminating the requirement for the legislative process each time an application
is submitted by an employer.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Does any Honourable Member wish to speak on the Bill? No debate, is there any objection to
dealing with this Bill by the short procedure? There is no objection, does any Member wish to

propose any amendments to the wording of the Bill? There are no amendments, | declare the
Bill will be read for a third time and do pass.

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 25 April 2024
42



Clerk of the Assembly
Taxes and Duties (Special Exemptions) (Amendment) Bill 2024

Fisheries Conservation and Management Amendment Bill 2024. This Bill has also been gazetted
and we go to the second reading.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members, following the recent successful tender process to source
additional fisheries observers, it became apparent that the provisions within the Fisheries
(Conservation & Management) Ordinance 2005 under section 184 (observer programme) were
only applicable to fisheries observers who were appointed, via direct employment, to the role.
Fishery observers have been engaged via both direct employment and indirectly via service
contracts since 2020. It is essential that the provisions made within the Fisheries (Conservation
& Management) Ordinance 2005 are extended to all fishery observers.

This amendment enables the Director to appoint any suitably qualified and experienced person
to be an observer, whether or not they are directly employed by the department. Further the
Bill deems that the contracted observers to have been properly appointed and validates their
actions prior to this Bill coming into force.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr. Speaker, | wish to second the amendment. Thank you.

Mr Speaker

Does any Honourable Member wish to speak on the Bill? No. Is there any objection to taking
this Bill by the short procedure? There is no objection. Does any Member wish to propose any
amendment to the wording of the Bill? There are no amendments.

| declare the Bill will be read a third time and do pass.

Clerk of the Assembly

Fisheries Conservation and Management Amendment Bill 2024.

The Motion for Adjournment.

The Acting Chief Executive

Mr Speaker, | beg to move that this House stands adjourned sine die.

Mr Speaker

Thank you very much. Honourable Members.
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The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker. So, I'm sure everyone present here will be glad to hear that | intend
now to draw a line under the issue of silencing of the press. That is, unless it occurs again.

All I've sought all along is for those supposedly affected to confirm that they are not under the
control of bullies or influenced. Although | must admit it certainly did appear like that was the
case. Perhaps the agreement that was sent to many of us was ultimately ripped up, we'll never
know.

But thanks to an anonymous whistle blower and the bravery to report of our local radio station,
both of which have achieved far more than | have standing here, we have | believe cleared this
up finally. | look forward to seeing just how much of that freedom is reflected in the pages of
our local newspaper. | can't help but feel it could have been cleared up a year ago when first
raised in this House. But | would like to thank those involved in clearing it up.

Winter is closing in, Mr Speaker, but | think there are some really great things to focus on. We
had the Sports Awards the other day and well done to all the winners but also all those involved
and | would like to thank the National Sports Council for the invitation. It was a very enjoyable
night and a great chance to celebrate all of the different sporting activities across the Falkland
Islands.

Another fantastic event that we had just recently was the Multicultural Day. | went up for that
and it was as always, an absolute fantastic display of different cultures. But mainly | went up
there for the food, Mr. Speaker. It was absolutely delicious and there was absolutely no way
you could sample everything.

Finally, Mr Speaker, just with the winter closing it means the start of the dart season, which
puts a bit of a smile on my face. Unfortunately, | lost the staring competition and am the chair
this season of the club. So, thanks to the outgoing committee, it's a much stronger place than
the last time | was in the hot seat. But good luck to all the teams and players, although not too
much luck when playing my team, obviously.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker. 1, too, would first like to draw upon our amazing and varied sporting
community across the Falklands, everything from the darts that my Honourable Colleague has
mentioned there to the many, many teams and clubs that have popped up. It's been an
incredible investment in the future of this country, particularly in the youth. It was great to
attend the Sports Personality of the Year event, which was hosted by the National Sports
Council, I am certainly also looking forward to the sports hall expanding the opportunity for
clubs to be able to train and to also attract new members and expand.

This morning MLA Ford and | had the honour of attending the ANZAC service. This is to honour
our Antipodean service personnel and the sacrifices made in the face of war. The
Commonwealth is so proud to be able to honour the number of service animals who also give
their dedicated service to support us.
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It's often overlooked as well. It was quite moving to hear some of the statements being made
despite the wind and persistent rain this morning. I'd also like to thank Steve Dent for his
organisation of this event. | think this was his 24t year of doing so, which is a very considerable
effort and | would like to thank him. It certainly is appreciated. The opportunity and some of
the words shared there and afterwards really did acknowledge the tragic burdens of war, and
it's still faced by so many around the world. It was a good opportunity to acknowledge the
effect that this had on those living and serving through active conflict, but also to think of those
scars that war left from past conflicts, something that we are all too familiar with here in the
Falklands.

That does lead me onto a conversation that we had earlier in the week, which | think was
mentioned by the Honourable Gavin Short in his portfolio report earlier today, which was the
need to deal with the anti-stigma of mental health in the community. | think if anyone has had
an opportunity to go to any of the workshop sessions or to meet with Sue Baker who's visiting
to be able to talk about this, | think it really is something that is needed. I think, actually in the
Falklands, we've definitely been on a journey to acknowledge that mental health stigma needs
to be removed. In a community such as this, which is renowned for being supportive, it's
important that we keep on that journey.

Just looking through my emails this morning, it was also a time to reflect upon the strong UK
support that we have. Just yesterday at the House of Commons there was a question posed by
a supportive Member of Parliament from His Majesty's Opposition asking about whether the
F-16 purchase made by Argentina recently in any way amended UK support for the Falkland
Islanders' right to self-determination. Quite rightly, our Minister, Minister Rutley, responded
firmly to acknowledge that there has been no change in the UK position.

These movements are noted here and it is related to those scars and trauma of our experience
of the war in 1982 that these things are questioned, but it is incredibly appreciated that we
continue to have a strong cross-party support from the UK and as always from His Majesty's
Ministry of Defence. Thank you, Mr Speaker. | support the motion.

The Honourable Leona Roberts
Thank you, Mr Speaker. | think we are all fairly much on the same page today actually.

Pretty much everything that | was going to say has been touched on, but | would wish to
acknowledge the organisers and everyone who took part in the multicultural event. | think that
is a wonderful thing for our community and it just seems to go from strength to strength.
Likewise, with the sports awards, there was a lovely evening and it recognises all that
participation from right across our community and all those people who make it possible, from
the funders to the supporters and, of course, the participants themselves.

I would like to also put on record my congratulations to Sarah and Nadia who completed the
London Marathon recently. | think they weren't the only Falkland Islanders or individuals with
Falkland Islands connections taking part, but | think it's always inspiring and I'd like to say
motivating. I'm sure it's more motivating for other people than for me, I'm not about to go out
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and run a marathon or very far at all, but it is wonderful to see them flying the flag and making
us all proud.

I, too, would like to acknowledge the anti-stigma and mental health work that's happening. |
thought the session that we had with Sue Baker, Karen and Carol was really, really useful and
it's good to know that they're going to be reaching out to individuals right across the community
from our youth who, as we heard in the House here, have their own concerns about mental
health, to older people. And so, all strengths to their elbow, | think, in this work. | think it is
very important for a community, well for anywhere, but also very much a community like ours.

And finally, as most people | think will be aware, there's been a long-standing well, relatively
long-standing issue with Girl Guiding and it was excellent to see that we finally got a resolution
which means that our local Girl Guides organisation will be able to go forward positively. And,
we supported some funding in SFC yesterday for this too. | think it's a wonderful organisation
which benefits our girls and helps them to grow into better women, I'm sure. And related to
that | would like to thank, and put on record I'm sure all our thanks to our Clerk, who as well as
being Clerk and organising and running Gilbert House also gives up an enormous amount of
time to our girls in the Girl Guides and other organisations too.

And, | believe, having served as Commissioner for 13 years is now stepping back from that role
which | know we're all very sad to see, but | believe not abandoning the Girl Guides, we'll still
obviously be running around and doing a lot for them but | thank you Cherie and | hope that
you do manage to take a little bit of a step back at least and give yourself some breathing room
but we're grateful for all that you've done for girls over the last many years and | believe which
comes to something like 40 plus years of involvement with from Girl Guides we won't go to
how young or old you were when you started.

Thank you Mr. Speaker | support the motion.
The Honourable Peter Biggs

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I'd just like to pick up on a small point that MLA Gavin Short
made during his portfolio report. Maybe | should have mentioned it just after that but, | think
this is a small, but very important point because if we protect our biodiversity our wildlife, we
protect our tourist industry, and if we protect our tourist industry, we protect our economy.
Just the mention that the tourism are going to expect tourist operators that are delivering large
crowds of people to beaches in the Falklands to look at our wildlife that they will now be
expected to have a 1 to 12 ratio of guides to tourists. That's a small step for the tourist office,
but a very big one for the wildlife on our beaches, and | thank them for that consideration, and
| look forward to seeing high vis and trained and informed guides making the wildlife tourism
in the Falklands a first-class operation in the future, and I'm looking forward to seeing how that
goes.

I'd also like to just pick up what, maybe as well | should have made earlier, about our farmers.
Many of them are living on shrinking pastures, shrinking flocks and lower prices. | really
commend the work that's going in now to checking that they're not suffering in silence.
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| support the motion. Thank you.
The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members in rising to support the motion for adjournment. As | say
I've used part of my adjournment speech to be happy to know and apologised to MLA Spink for
trying to nick his Archives off him, but | just like to follow that by saying that even though | shall
have to relinquish the Archives and give it back to its rightful owner it will not diminish my
support or enthusiasm for the work of the Archives, and what they are doing in putting our
history out to the greater public so they can see it and enjoy it, and I'd recommend anyone to
take a look, because history is not boring. It has some very funny moments, very interesting
moments. In fact, | was as enthusiastic about that as | am about the forthcoming Dart season.

Moving on to a subject that is contentious, that is telecoms and especially Starlink. Now I'm
well aware of the heat and light that has recently happened on social media. I've made my
views known about our present telecom setup, and I've also made it known that | can and will
not encourage anyone to step outside of the law by taking things into their own hands. We do
though deserve a better and cheaper service here in the Falklands, but we must go about things
properly, hence my question about when we could serve notice.

It is also to be hoped, and | do hope, that the present supplier steps up to the plate, sort of gets
with it, and takes a more enlightened approach. The internet isn't everything and we must look
at the whole picture, but | do believe, that the time is upon us when we can make a
revolutionary change to our telecoms. Returning to Starlink though, putting your faith in one
supplier does have its drawbacks if said supplier decides to withdraw permissions to a certain
areain a way. We have, perhaps, seen a little warning of what might happen by Starlink starting
to tighten up on its roaming packages.

That said, we do have people here in the Falklands who have jumped through all the hoops,
have stumped up the five grand or whatever it is, and is now in danger of being
excommunicated. There seems to be confusion about who has said what, who has contacted
who between FIG and Starlink, and there is also confusion in my mind, as to just what packages
there are out there, and whether we might have given the green light to the company for them
to operate or whether, we should have given green light to them to operate fixed terminals
here in Falklands, but | intend to get to the bottom of this, | really do.

There is also the small matter of the patient records program that the KEMH uses and our
desperate attempts to get something more up-to-date and one hopes, secure.

We're hampered by the fact that the vast majority of potential suppliers use cloud-based
systems, and from what | understand, our personal supplier cannot supply what is required.
This is where a Starlink type terminal or service would allow us to go back out to the market
with greater hope of obtaining something that would be of great benefit to the whole of the
Falklands.
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To this end, myself and other MLAs | believe, will be having a conversation on Friday with
someone who knows a lot more about these things than certainly | do, and also with companies
who may have a direct line into Starlink themselves.

As | spoke about on Falklands Radio, | am dismayed and increasingly bothered about American
actions in Argentina and the headlong rush to arm Argentina in an effort to win them away
from the grips of China.

We're kind of seeing a mini superpower struggle here in the south of the world, and one that
could leave the Falklands with a bit of a mess on its hands as the country being wooed by the
Americans has aggressive and expansionist ideals. Although | am accused by some of being
overly twitchy, | well remember the results of the last time that countries were happily arming
up Argentina in an attempt to keep them in the West's sphere of influence, and | have the t-
shirt to prove it. | certainly take exception to the antics of the American military and diplomatic
delegation who were in the north of Argentina and also in the south of Argentina posing with a
book or something along those lines which had the outline of the Falklands emblazoned across
it.

Then in Ushuaia, they all stood to attention as the dreaded March of the Falklands was belted
out. Now, this is said to be the national anthem of that part of the world along with us and
South Georgia, | believe, but if you read the lyrics of that horrid tune, and | have, it is all about
their lust to take our country away from us. Being charitable, | might have forgiven the
Americans for being duped once, but twice that | do not buy into. | genuinely believe that the
delegation threw the Falklands under the bus in order to curry favour with the country that
they were in. This hasn't been the first time a country has done this to us, and it probably won't
be the last.

| do believe that someone in the American government or system may have woken up and
smelt the coffee, as they did quietly clarify their position on the Falklands has not changed.
Something that was hardly reported in any newspaper. However, what one does and says has
to marry up and | hope we do not see a repeat of these actions.

It is though my suspicion that the proposed port in Ushuaia which is trumped to be an
Argentine-American joint venture, and which Argentina sees as helping it project its sovereignty
ideals into the Antarctic, as well as being a step on the way to taking our country away from us,
will probably never happen and will certainly be in jeopardy at the next Argentine election.

It is not just people like yours truly who is watching this whole situation as closely as open
source information will allow, but | know that | am starting to see some in Chile becoming a
little twitchy as well.

Certainly, the Falklands related actions of the Argentine government at the moment do seem
to be as aggressive perhaps more so than the previous one. Let's hope that things do calm
down a little and they start behaving more like a first world nation.

| would also as | come to an end like to give a big shout out to all our friends across the pond as
they commemorate their Anzac Day. | know two of my colleagues were present this morning
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and enjoyed I'm sure, that splendidly bracing weather that there was, as the service took place
down at the Cross of Sacrifice.

So big shout out to our Australian and New Zealand friends on this day.

Finally, | believe today is the anniversary of the liberation of South Georgia. When the White
Ensign and the Union flag were run up and the Argentine flag was taken down. Major Guy
Sheridan sent his now famous message to London, “Be pleased to inform Her Majesty that the
White Ensign flies along beside the Union Jack in South Georgia. God save the Queen.”

Here in the Falklands | can remember the real hope that that gave us, that freedom, would soon
be restored to us.

| thank you. Mr. Speaker
The Honourable Jack Ford

Mr Speaker, going back to previous messages, | too, would like to congratulate all those who
won awards as well as all of those nominated at the recent National Sport Council Sports
Awards.

Unfortunately, | was not able to attend, but from all accounts it was a fantastic evening. The
awards are a great recognition of the huge achievements of our sportspeople and of the
commitment and dedication displayed by the clubs and individuals across the wide range of
sports in the Falklands.

Sport not only plays an important role in improving the health and wellbeing of the community,
but is also an important component of our public diplomacy programme, building links around
the world through participation in international competitions.

The opening of the new sports facility will most likely support the continued growth and
development of Falklands sport. This, however, does not alter my opposition to the significant
amount of tax payers’ money that continues to be invested in this project.

| do not believe that investment in this facility should have taken place ahead of other projects
on the capital programme, projects that are essential to our continued life in these Islands or
are enablers of economic growth and development.

However, despite my opposition, this project continues.

So, | would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank the government officers and private
sector contractors working on the ground on this facility for their continued efforts to ensure
work is completed to a very high standard, and in a way that is mindful of the impacts on the

public purse.

| support the motion.
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Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, that concludes the business of the House for today, the House stands
adjourned accordingly.
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