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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly

Thursday 27 July 2023

Prayers

Mr Speaker

Please be seated. Honourable Members, ladies and gentlemen welcome to this sitting of the
Legislative Assembly, and my usual reminder please that all mobile phones and other
electronic equipment to be turned to silent or turned off.

Deputy Clerk of the Assembly

Confirmation of the Legislative Assembly Record 27 July 2023.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, | have before me a record of the last Assembly meeting is it your wish |
signed this as a true record? Aye

Deputy Clerk of the Assembly
Papers to be laid on the table by the Honourable Chief Executive
Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last sitting

of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977.

e Building Designation ( Stone House, New Island) Order 2023

In accordance with Section 80 of the Constitution the update from the Public Accounts
Committee in respect of audit reports:
e Falkland Islands Tourist Board Annual Report and Financial Statements year ended 30
June 2022

The Honourable Chief Executive
Mr Speaker, | hereby lay the aforementioned Papers on the Table
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) | move that the Building
Designation (Stone House, New Island) Order 2023 be noted.

By explanation this Order is made under section 65(1) of the Planning Ordinance 1991 on the
recommendation of the Planning and Building Committee composed in accordance with
section 63(1) of the Ordinance. The Governor is empowered to designate by order any
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building as being of special architectural or historic interest. This order is for the designation
of the building known as the Stone House on New Island

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you. Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Building Designation (Stone House,
New lIsland) Order 2023 is noted. Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the
Motion? There is no debate. Is there any objection to passing this Motion? There is no
objection. The Order is noted.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) | move that Falkland Islands Tourist Board
Annual Report and Financial Statements year ended 30 June 2022 be noted.

In accordance with section 80 of the Constitution, I'm pleased to report to the Assembly that
the Public Accounts Committee has examined the Falklands Tourist Board financial
statements year end 30 June 2022, and the committee had no comments, and there were no
further matters to bring to the attention of the Assembly. The accounts will now be available
to the public at the PAC office and will be published on the website in due course.

The Honourable Gavin Short

| wish to second Mr Speaker..

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that the report from the PAC on the Falkland Islands
Tourist Board Annual Report and Financial Statements year ended 30 June 2022 is noted.
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion? There is no debate. Is there any
objection to passing this Motion? There is no objection. The report is noted.

Deputy Clerk of the Assembly

Questions for Oral Response.

Question Number 50/23 by Honourable Mark Pollard

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you Mr Speaker.

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 31 August 2023
8



Could the Honourable Leona Roberts please inform the House on the progress of the
equalities work and expand upon the reasons it was felt that this work needed to be done.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker, and | thank my Honourable Colleague for the question. I'm so grateful
to the Attorney General for his assistance in providing the background to this response.

In the Islands Plan under the social equity heading, this Assembly agreed that we will
modernise the national equalities policies and practices and champion social equity values.
And in relation to that we committed that this Assembly would review our national equalities
policies to grow an environment across the whole community, including employers and
service providers, where discrimination is challenged, people feel they're treated fairly and
are protected from discriminatory practices or behaviours.

Going back a number of years the Falkland Islands Government has accepted the application
to the islands of a number of international conventions. For example, the Convention on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination was applied to the Falklands in 1969. The Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women was applied in 1986. The
Convention on the Rights of the Child was applied in 1994. And the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights was applied here in 1976, as was the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. There are some domestic laws which have been put in
place to meet the obligations we've long accepted under international law. We recognised
however, that there are significant gaps, such as the fact that the Race Relations Ordinance
1994 was never commenced, and is now out of step with current norms.

The work undertaken by the COVID-19 recovery group identified some potential issues in the
community impact assessment that the group produced, including lacking or outdated legal
protections against discrimination. These matters were discussed in one form or another by
Executive Council in 2020, and 2021. And as a result, this was an area of work included in the
action plan, under which we're looking to tackle all of our Islands Plan commitments. An
equalities working group was established to seek to start work on the various different
strands.

Last December ExCo, considered a report which set out many of the issues summarised here.
The report 188/22 is published should anyone wish to read it. EXCO agreed to the proposed
project brief and committed to resource this to allow progress to address the issues. That
report was mainly about the proposal to develop legislation. However, it's also recognised
that laws are only a tool. Other work will be developed and promoted by the equalities
working group to promote the equalities agenda, ensuring that fair treatment is afforded to
all and that this becomes the norm in our society. Fair treatment can include, where justified,
providing different or preferential treatment to Falkland Islanders, and to other long term
residents, that is provided to short term residents. Key to this will be working with the whole
community.

It is worth at this point recognising the many positive things already in place in the Islands,
which has celebrated the multicultural nature of our society. This is, as it should be, driven by
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members of the community, but it's also supported by this Legislative Assembly and by the
Government. The superb events organised already by the multicultural Falklands group have
been outstanding successes, and a credit, | think to our community, and I'm sure members
will join me in thanking them and committing to supporting this group and its work going
forwards.

To allow progress on the legislative project approved by ExCo we approved two fixed term
posts, a policy officer and a lawyer. | understand that both posts are in the process of
recruitment with an offer having been made to a preferred candidate in relation to the policy
officer and the legal officer to be advertised soon. Contrary to certain and uninformed UK
press reports, | can confirm that this project is funded by the Falkland Islands Government.

Whilst | would hope that there are many issues on which was little disagreement, | recognise
that there are other areas where views are much less settled. This project is still at the start of
a potentially long journey. One | personally would wish to shorten; however, we will not rush
and we will ensure that there was proper and full consultation with the community on these
proposals and are committed to getting it right for the Falklands.

Incidentally, Mr Speaker, this week marks the 60" anniversary of Martin Luther King Jr's
iconic “I Have a Dream” speech on August 28 1963. During the March on Washington, Dr King
called for equality and freedom for all. In a speech that undoubtedly became one of the
defining moments of the Civil Rights Movement. | vividly remember the impact his words had
on me personally, when | first read them as a 15 year old, many, many moons ago, studying
for my history GCSE. It moved me deeply, and | felt and wondered who could argue with such
a message, who could dispute the need for freedom, equality and justice for all. In the 60
years since that call for an end to discrimination, the world has come a long way. And I've
been fortunate to be part of a generation that has witnessed and benefited from that
progress. I've enjoyed bodily autonomy, being able to freely express my opinions and follow
the career paths of my choice. But I've always been intensely aware that this is not the lived
reality for all. And to some degree that may even be true here in the Falklands. Although |
would suggest that discriminatory behaviours and practices are happily not the norm in our
community.

However, in recent years, we have seen many of those positive steps against discrimination
coming under threat. And in some countries, rights and protections that we began to take for
granted, are actively being clawed back, polarisation and post truth politics are very real and
worrying, if not actually terrifying trends, which should concern us all. While | genuinely
believe that we have a sensible acceptance society here in the Falklands, | also believe it's
incumbent on us as a government to continue that work and to ensure that all in our
community are protected from discrimination, and treated with fairness and respect. In the
words of the late Dr King, “injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere”. And we
should all play a part in ensuring that our tiny part of the world is looking after its people and
committed to justice and principles of equality.

And for those who might consider equalities as a bit of a “pink and fluffy” concept, it's
perhaps also worth saying that it is broadly recognised that societies where equality is
established, and much more likely to be economically stable and successful. Reports backed
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up by reports from the IMF and the OECD, which say that equality goes hand in hand with
macroeconomic and financial stability, can stimulate economic growth, boost private and
public sector performance. And on and on it goes. So, to summarise, again, I'm grateful to my
Honourable Colleague for bringing this question. | think it is a discussion that's worth having.
But to summarise my response of why this work was deemed necessary, | fervently believe
that updating legislation and further developing policies, practices and behaviour, which
protected gender equality and fairness is the right thing to do for our country. And it is also
what our people deserve now and in the future. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you Me Speaker, and | would like to thank my Honourable Colleague for her response. |
raised the question because of the recent hysteria in the UK press querying why we're paying
to further the equality agenda. A couple of insights if | may indulge myself, Mr Speaker, there
was an internet meme that unfortunately no one really took credit for, but it was widely
spread a couple of years ago that said, “When you're accustomed to privilege, equality feels
like oppression”. | think that's very, very true. And also, as a youngster studying English
Literature at school. | studied George Orwell's Animal Farm and, and there's a great quote in
there that “all animals are equal, but some are more equal than others”. | think they're both
very relevant. So, unless I've misunderstood my Honourable Colleague’s answer, | think we're
doing it both because we have to, because it's the right thing to do. Just in case it's unclear, |
fully support the work going forward. And I'd also like to add my thanks and congratulations
to the multicultural group. They do absolutely fantastic work. And, that's really been
recognised here before. And again, thank you.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for her reply on
the question. | just wondered if she could elaborate on what areas have been identified to
provide the most change within our society, so that they can be prioritised in this work,
because obviously, it's a big subject. And | wondered which areas will make the most practical
change for people living in our community.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Thank my Honourable Colleague for his question. | think that is
exactly one of the reasons why we have gone ahead with approving these posts actually, is
that when you look at the list of gaps of areas where work is needed, there are so many. And
actually, it is about refining that list, and understanding where we will be able to make the
biggest difference. But that work, | think, is largely going to come out of the consultations that
we're going to undertake in the months and years to come. And that will be facilitated by that
that policy lead and hopefully approved and in time coming to law. But | think | think at the
moment, | don't know, the Attorney General might wish to add something to this, but | think
the list is so huge. And we do need to understand much more detail.

The Attorney General
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Thank you, Mr Speaker. | think one of the areas that that has been identified for early action
are really the areas where there are the biggest gaps in terms of our international
commitments. So, for instance, the lack of any race discrimination protections. They're the
initial focus of the work, but | think as the Honourable Leona Roberts said, beyond some of
those areas, you know, the particular gaps that we've identified, | think it will come out of the
work that the equalities working group does and come out of consultations as to as to how
then that will impact members of the community and then can be prioritised by Members.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, | suppose my question is more for the person asking the question, which would be
the Honourable Mark Pollard? Does he see any of this informing or interweaving with any of
the work and with the Select Committee on the Constitution?

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker. | think certainly the first section of the Constitution talks a lot about
equalities and discrimination and those sort of areas, | think probably when we look at the
work programme for the equalities work, | think it's probably longer term. So, | would
certainly | think, we're talking about a 10 year programme here, as | understand it, | stand to
be corrected. | would certainly hope that we don't take that long to get the Constitutional
review over the line. | think it’s unfortunate that one can't feed the other, but | don't see any
reason why they don't complement each other, if that makes sense. Thank you, | thank my
Honourable Colleague for her question.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Leona Roberts for her very full reply. And | would really
like to speak to the point made by the Honourable Mark Pollard. There was some, as he put it
hysteria in the UK press and some incorrect reporting and just for the record, | contacted the
journalist from the newspaper under whose name the article was written. He responded very,
very quickly and it was actually changed very speedily actually to get rid of the inaccuracy that
it was the UK government paying for this when in fact it is the Falkland Islands Government.
Also, perhaps worthy of note is that that actual story went across the world. It wasn't just in
the UK. | picked it up in Spanish press in other parts of the world as well. So, there was there
was some sort of interest in that story. Thank you.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or a comment?
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly

Question Number 51/23 by Honourable Leona Roberts

The Honourable Leona Roberts
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Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Will the Honourable Peter Biggs please provide the following information in relation to
Government housing:
- Availability of Government housing and numbers on the FIG Housing List
- The number of houses currently under construction and the anticipated timescales for
completion
- What plans are under consideration for future phases of housing development

What options may be available, or could be explored, for more rapid/shorter-term solutions
to the housing issues which are becoming increasingly apparent - in particular with regard to
affordable housing?

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Leona Roberts for her question, and | reply as follows:
The Falkland Islands Government have limited properties available, currently we have 3
vacant properties, there are currently 42 local applicants on the housing list.

There are currently 23 properties under construction, a further 4 properties have not yet
started construction.

Local Housing pool has increased to 175 properties in total, including sheltered units.

The Public Works Department are working closely with the private sector on our future
housing strategy and the development of a sustainable housing solution in terms of
affordable homes.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you Mr Speaker. Yes, there might be some surprise that I'm asking this question and
I'm deputy on the PWD portfolio. And as such, | sit on the Housing Committee so | am
genuinely aware of those numbers that I've requested here today. I'm also familiar with the
points system that exists to determine who qualifies for government subsidised rental
accommodation, and how priority based on need means and other criteria as established.
And that system may be imperfect and it is under review. But it is a well-established process,
which | know does assist officers in trying to manage allocations. But ask the question here
today, because | do think we need to begin a public discussion on the issue of housing
availability, in particular with regard to affordable housing, and | would be very interested to
hear Honourable Colleagues views on what they see, as a way forward.

In recent months I've received, and | believe others to have received, worrying and seemingly
increasing number of calls and messages from individuals and families in the community, who
are struggling to find private sector rentals, are unable to compete in the private sales
market, and the left with little option but to ask for government housing. Some of these cases
are very distressing to hear about, the families who have exhausted all the options available
to them, realistically have very little hope of reaching the top of the government housing list
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because of their points. And when you hear that we currently have three vacant houses and
42 Local applicants. | think that that speaks very much to it. So, | recognise this is no way the
fault of the Housing Department, they absolutely do their best to cater for people's needs,
but clearly demand outstripped supply and they can't perform miracles. In the last Assembly,
we purchased a developed Bennett's paddock to create many new building plots, both for FIG
housing and private builds. And, of course, we further supported the first time buyers by a
subsidy scheme, which really significantly reduces costs to those just getting on the property
ladder. And | absolutely support those measures. | think providing housing for our community
has to be a priority for any government. But the pressure really does seem to be increasing.
And I'm concerned that we're heading for a crisis that I'm not entirely sure that we
understand the scale of, the extent of the issue itself.

There have been much anticipated hopes and suggestions for private developments which
have not yet materialised, and our local building companies appear to be at capacity, and
anecdotally only. But, it seems that the waiting time for a private build is two to three years at
the moment. And anyway, there are a limited number of building plots available. Properties
coming onto the market also seem to be selling very quickly and for amounts that put them
out of the reach of many average families or individuals. And that the demand for private
sector rental seems to be very high.

Early in the last budget process, we discussed the next phase of Bennett's paddock, and it
wasn't at the top of the priority list because of competing pressures, and actually recognising
the reality of what can be achieved by a limited workforce, even with the best will in the
world. | guess, my question here is where do we go and what do we do? My feelings about
static caravans or mobile homes are on record going back some years as well. I've always
been concerned that they're not permanent solutions, suggested lifespans of only up to about
30 years, even if they're well maintained. There are I'm sure other affordable housing
solutions which might work for the Falklands, but we do need to explore those and I'm
interested in what was mentioned by my Honourable Colleague there about work that PWD
are doing with the private sector going forward to try and explore this. And, added to this sort
of jumble | also have concerns about infill housing, because the pressures that puts on our
aged service networks, the potential for overcrowding. If the plots are not available, we do
need to perhaps really started thinking again. | would be very interested in hearing my
Colleagues views on this. And also, you know, would ask the community to share their views. |
think, the strategy is, the consultation is underway. But | think that particularly relates to
other elements. | don't have a specific question other than really wanting to just start this
conversation, because | think we do need to try and find some ways forward on this.
Otherwise, | fear that there might be something coming on the horizon that we're not ready
for, thank you Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker. | think some of the some of the numbers to me when we look at this
could be slightly misleading. When we've got 42 local people on the housing list, there is a
point system and | think you'll find quite a lot of those or certainly some of those will have
negative points, which measures the actual need, the requirement for housing. So, while
some people may want government housing because typically the rent is cheaper, those with
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the negative points already have the money available to go elsewhere. Although | recognise
the fact that there may not be the places elsewhere. | sat on the Housing Committee for the
previous Assembly. And | was continually frustrated by the reluctance of the officers to try
and look proactively at those residing in Government properties at the moment, and
reassessing how many points they would accrue and whether or not we have people currently
remaining in government properties, who have hugely negative points in that they have very
little need for social housing, but are occupying it ahead of somebody who really does need it.
And | think that work needs to be moved on.

| think there are other tools we have that were identified within the housing policy, whether
or not we use certain levers to bring derelict and empty properties back into use. We certainly
looked and we talked about incentivizing it. | think if the incentives don't work, perhaps we
need to look at something more punitive for derelict and empty houses that sit there unused.
Same goes for land that’s undeveloped as well, perhaps we should be looking at ways to bring
that and encourage people, | always want to encourage first, encourage people to develop.
But perhaps there's something to be said for something slightly more punitive. | don't know.
But | welcome the conversation being raised. And | think there's certainly, | don't remember a
time when we haven't had a housing crisis, to be honest, Mr Speaker, it feels like it's been
that way for ages. | remember having to wait about a decade for a plot myself to be able to
put something on. | welcome the work going forward. And hopefully the next question will
shine a bit of a light on the on the housing strategy and the work contained therein. Thank
you, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his reply. |
think the housing crisis, as it were, is really a question of supply and demand.

We've seen a lot more supply being made available by the private sector | spoke to Seafish,
who within the last two years have provided 11 new properties. They will have a further 10
by, | think, early next year, plus some more three, three more to follow, which they will be
releasing other properties into the housing market. Fortuna have plans they built two new
properties just recently they have plans for 20 to 30 properties in coming years. There are
also other developers like FIC, lan Stewart Construction, Evan Jones, CNR construction and
Shorty’s all of whom are contributing greatly now, which is something that didn't used to
happen in the Falklands, towards the housing stock in our community, for people to rent and
to buy. So, | think there should be a combination of solutions to our problem.

| think the government as well needs to get a move on in disposing of some of its older
properties that it rents out to people. That's not reducing the housing stock, it's converting
rented properties into owned properties by the individuals in them. And, we can use those
funds that are released from that to build further houses in the future. | think, those are the
sorts of areas that we need to get on with but we need some action. And we need to get on
with that now because the need is there. And the need is only growing. Thank you.

The Honourable Gavin Short
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Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | have to join in this conversation, | certainly hitch or raise
my flag completely with the comments made by the Honourable Leona Roberts, across the
room from me, I'm long enough in the tooth to remember Governments way back who put
their trust in the private sector, that lead to an absolute crisis, nothing happened.

And we had to step in as a Government and start putting loops up on Sapper Hill, we thought
that first loop would actually buy us time it didn't. The second loop didn’t, the third loop
didn’t and so it goes on. | do understand that the private sector are building, but | also
understand that houses are being snapped up by companies at prices that just cut people, the
ordinary people out, they just can't get at them.

We have a problem here; we really do have a problem and when in this Government, it was
decided that we couldn't afford everything and the next loop on Sapper Hill was put to one
side, | was worried then, and there was talk of working out something with the private sector.
Now unless perhaps I've not been at a meeting, or nodded off and missed it, I'm not sure if
anything much has come of that yet.

And | think this is the year, when we're going to have to put money in for another loop up on
Sapper Hill, because Bennett's Paddock will take probably another year or so yet to fill, but it
also takes a couple of years to get one of those loops planned out in place, and ready to roll.
And | think this is the year and this is the budget when we're going to have to do something.

And also | know | am a bit of a strange animal in as much as that | do support putting in
mobile homes. I've lived in one, apart from getting chilblains, it was actually jolly nice. | quite
liked the experience, so | would support looking at solutions like that as well. But as | say | do
agree wholeheartedly and completely with my Honourable Colleague across the room at the
end of the table. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, | was going to try and save some of the comments for the next question where it
might be better placed because what we're talking about here is our views to try to
encourage the housing strategy forward so we might actually have the same conversation
over the next question.

But as there are a couple of points made, just for my own two cents, it was heartening to hear
from what my Honourable Colleague Roger Spink was saying about the private sector
investment that's happening, something that | would just caution against making any rash
decisions on, would the disposal of social housing, certainly looking at global examples and
what Thatcher did in the UK, when it came to the selling off of social housing, we have to
make sure we stitch that up very carefully with making sure that build of social housing keeps
up with a growing population and we're not just looking at a static level of rolling
replacement, which then we fall behind on, which has happened quite consistently when it
comes to Falkland Islands Government Capital Projects.

But it is heartening to hear that there are new properties under construction, and | agree with
the points that MLA Pollard made about the truth of what the housing need is from the
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housing points list, and how to get people who are no longer in need of social housing
support, which comes at a reduced rate into private homeownership. And that is probably the
most substantial thing that everyone in our community will have to tackle with at some point
is having a property to live in, where they can feel that they can still have enough money at
the end of the day to live a comfortable or at least a basic level of life at the end.

And if we're going to move people from social housing, there is a real opportunity there
within that housing strategy to think about how we stitch that up properly, rather than just
put all the expectation upon the individual to try and identify a plot of land that's available, to
try to find a company that is there available to line up with a timeline that we are going to
dictate to them and there is a lot of thought that needs to go into this. So I'm hopeful that my
Honourable Colleague Short in response to an update on the housing strategy, can report
back on some of this, but | would also just caution that so much of this conversation always
centred around the cost of housing and the problem or solution that that points us to is ways
to create more finance available, certainly for first time buyers. We need to be thinking about
how that housing price has increased over the last couple of decades and why and even if we
have got a lot of Private Companies or a lot of private landlords creating new opportunities,
which is great to increase the supply we've not seen that reduction in price.

And I'll wait to be corrected by the facts, but certainly anecdotally, we've not seen a reduction
in price so | don't think it is a supply and demand question. We know people can only afford
what's out there. And us, as the Government have a role in thinking about how we tax or
regulate that market. So I'd be very, very excited to read something upon that in the housing
strategy, the next time its presented, but it has been probably about six years in the making,
in the waiting for that.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker and | would thank my Honourable Colleagues for their views. | think
that's really interesting and a useful start. I'm really pleased to hear about the new properties
that are expected to come online from the private sector, | think that absolutely, obviously
will help. | think there were some that we've talked about, we've heard about for years now
so | really hope we do see those come into fruition, but | think | would urge Government
officers to be linking in and to see how that is progressing, I'm sure that's happening.

But | think as my Honourable Colleague Gavin Short mentioned, there have been times where
there's been lot promised and not actually appeared. So we do need to know, so that we
don't find ourselves in a difficult situation.

To address a couple of points made by my Honourable Colleague Mark Pollard, | think yes,
absolutely, this issue of people being in subsidised Government housing where they don't
necessarily need it, is a view | also share and | know that the officers in PWD in the Housing
Section have been working on, trying to find gaps to be honest and time to work on the
policy, which can help try to sort this out.

But the issue remains if there is no way for people to go, what do you do? We're not we're
not about to make people homeless so there needs to be that alternative. And the same
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applies for people who are now having to put themselves on the government housing list
because the options just don't appear to be there for them, I've had some people who've sent
me copies of the letters that they've written to literally everybody who rents or sells or, they
just they just can't get anywhere else.

| think the questions of affordability are always going to be really critical for us, we are such a
small community, there are not a huge amount of options available to people and even
although | know that work is ongoing, and the mortgage cap is something that can impact
this. So | do look forward to continuing this conversation and trying to find out more and
taking this forward. Thank you Mr Speaker.

Deputy Clerk of the Assembly
Question number 52 of 23 by the Honourable Leona Roberts.
The Honourable Leona Roberts

Will the Honourable Gavin short please update the House on progress with the housing
strategy?

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members | thank the Honourable Lady for her question and | reply
thus; as my Honourable Colleagues are aware the Housing Strategy is FIG’s key policy
document which was approved by ExCo in September of 2021 and sets the direction for
housing related policy in the Falkland Islands over a 10 year period.

It involves an ambitious programme of work requiring collaboration between multiple
directorates and departments across the Government and commits to taking forward specific
deliverables within six work streams, covering both the public and private housing sectors.

Today, I'd like to provide an update on work that has progressed on several of those key
workstreams in the first two years of implementation. I'm pleased to report that FIG has
made significant progress with developing its housing stock and with the provision of the
infrastructure needed for housing development.

All of the Bennetts Paddock serviced plots have been released for public and private sector
development and FIG's target of building 40 rental units under the Joint contract with the
MOD over the first three years of the strategy is on track with six units completed and a
further eight units now nearing completion.

It is planned that 30% of those 14 units will be multi-unit dwellings. The design of those units
is currently being reviewed, and it is estimated that development will begin towards the end
of 2023.

FIG continues to monitor the need for new FIG housing and to ensure that 50% of all new FIG
rental homes are retained for local tenants. And | can report that the 50% commitment is
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currently being exceeded, with allocation shared between local and contractor pools
depending on need.

The demand for additional serviced plots is also regularly monitored, and while no
development funding was approved for 2023 my Honourable Colleagues will have the
opportunity to review this decision during Budget discussions in December of this year.

One of the strategies objectives is to make older FIG housing available to local tenants for
purchase. And while a number of properties were identified and tendered for sale earlier this
year, none were sold and it's not planned at this time to identify further potential properties.

In terms of improving the standards of the FIG housing stock, progress has been mixed. FIG
continues to discourage the development of mobile or temporary homes. However, the
longer term aim of replacing FIG’s temporary stock at Murray Heights has not seen any
progress as priority for new housing is generally given to those on the housing list, rather than
transfers from existing properties. Similarly, no progress has been made on continuing the
infrastructural improvements at Murray Heights, as allocated funds have been prioritised for
new builds.

In relation to other work streams, substantial scoping and policy development work on new
initiatives began last year, and progress is being made across several deliverables. For
example, the extension of rent support to low income private sector tenants with a statutory
obligation to review the rates and thresholds for that support now in place.

While good progress across has been made to date on a number of objectives across all work
streams, resource constraints and work on other high priority projects has resulted in
deadlines for others slipping beyond the delivery timeframes outlined in the strategy.
Resource constraints have hampered progress on the tenancy protections, deliverables, and
the joint general mortgage scheme review.

However, work on developing options for the regulation of the rental sector is underway,
with stakeholder engagement initiated and my Honourable Colleagues will be presented with
the refined proposals in the coming months, which will be informed by a wider public
consultation to be held following the upcoming by-election.

The review of the Joint General Mortgage Schemes terms and conditions, which include a
review of the current mortgage cap is underway, and is also expected to be completed in the
coming months with options submitted to the Executive Council for decision by the end of
2023.

| am told that a more detailed account of progress across all of the strategy deliverables is
currently being prepared, and that a paper will be presented to the Executive Council for
review. At this time, officers will also make recommendations about options to progress other
objectives that have been delayed. That, Mr Speaker, is my answer.

The Honourable Leona Roberts
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Thank you, Mr Speaker, | thank my Honourable Colleague for that, | think that's a really useful
beginning to be honest. | think the Housing Strategy is a key piece of work and I’'m not sure
that, certainly | feel, that I've really got a full sight of it. So | look forward to that paper coming
to ExCo.

It's entirely unfair, I'm sure to ask my Honourable Colleague for the anticipated timescale for
that, but I'll perhaps look to the Honourable Chief Executive? Not sure, okay, well, if we can
maybe get a bit of an idea of when that might come so we have opportunity to feed anything
back into it before or to raise any issues.

| think that the consultation that's underway, | know that the Policy Unit are absolutely
determined to do a good and thorough job on this, and | absolutely support them in what
they've indicated about reaching out to members of the community from right across the
spectrum, really, to try and get a full and balanced view. | think that is going to be really, really
important because some of these areas we know we're not great at, well, we might be in this
House of putting forward our views, but people can be a little bit reticent in doing that. So |
think that's going to be important.

| think one of the areas that was touched on before and again, in this question was about
derelict and vacant properties and | think we do need to be looking, if you just drive around
town, you can see empty properties and that's heart breaking when you know, that there are
people out there looking for houses. | would like to see that explored further.

And | very much welcome the work on the Joint General Mortgage Scheme, | think that cap,
we identified perhaps, maybe a year ago, certainly some time ago, that that is limiting
people's options quite severely now with the increasing price of new builds. So | know there's
a lot of work being done, but | think that this is going to be a significant issue for us in the
days to come. Thank you Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker; I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for the question and my
Honourable Colleague the answer. There's a bit in there, Mr Speaker that frankly, makes my
blood boil, really. We talk about derelict vacant properties. We as a Government have derelict
and vacant properties, we have talked for six years now it feels, certainly I've been involved in
talks for six years, about the about the disposal of old properties of FIG and my Honourable
Colleague, the Honourable Roger Spink just been spoke about it in the last question, hearing
there that we've made older properties available for sale and none are being sold so there are
no plans to do any others.

This is news to me and having banged the drum for, as | say, six years, saying that the older
properties, we should be getting off our hands, allowing people to take those on at a lower
rate, remove the need for us to keep maintaining them or sitting there empty even worse, is
pretty outrageous. And I'd like to I'd like to understand that better so I'm not sure if my
Honourable Colleague can elucidate on that a little bit more.
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Just on this before | before | finish Mr Speaker, sort of Thatcherism and the disposal of rental
properties into the market for private sale was brought up, | think that was done on mass, but
| was lucky enough this time in UK to actually go and see a house that my one of my cousin's
lives in in Yorkshire, and they've lived in social housing for about 20 years now and they have
a scheme up there which is the “right to buy”, which is allowing my cousin to become a
property owner for the first time ever, after having done a lot of work on the on the house
himself.

| think there are ways to do this. There are really good ways to do this and it's working very
well in other parts of the world. | am just absolutely astonished that we still haven't managed
to find a system here that that seems to work despite pushing for it consistently for many
years, but please, my Honourable Colleague can sort of shine a bit of light on this, I'd be
happy to hear some more.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Mark Pollard for his observations, and perhaps this is a
personal observation of mine; | have nothing against selling off old stock as long as each and
every one is replaced. Otherwise we are going to find ourselves with less stock.

I'm afraid coming to your point though, unfortunately, | just want to get this off my chest
really, but unfortunately | don't have any further details about it. The Policy Unit did contact
PWD to find out the whys and wheres as to why there was no uptake on those houses and
we've had no word back from PWD. Now, | have to say in their defence that, of course, the
Director was out of the Islands when we were asking these questions and his Deputy is newly
arrived and may not, of course have the background knowledge that that would be needed to
supply that question. So I'm very, very sorry | don't have that information.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his reply
and the very long and perhaps wordy reply. | thought it was fairly short on action, actually, |
think we need to have detail about these old properties that are supposed to have been put
up for sale that haven't been sold, | find it incredulous that properties that are put on the
open market here wouldn't be sold so we need to find some detail behind that.

| think the other thing is, we've been speaking for quite some time, about the sale to sitting
tenants, at a discount, this is converting the rent they pay into a payment for them to own the
house that they live in. It's something that has worked across the world, we've had a scheme
here in the past, | find it amazing that the Government that we have cannot come up with a
scheme.

If we don't see some movement on this in the next two or three months, | will write a paper
myself; it is incredible, that we have failed to come up with anything. In two years, we have
failed to come up with any action on this issue. We must do something and it will free up
money that we can then invest, as my Honourable Colleague says, in further social housing,
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but it allows people in the Falklands to own their own property not to just carry on paying
rent. For them to own their own property. Thank you.

The Attorney General

Mr Speaker, if | could just come in on one of the comments made by the Honourable Gavin
Short, was that that none of the properties tended for sale had been sold. Now it may be that
we're talking about apples and pears and you know different properties, etcetera, but | am
aware that there was a property on Jeremy Moore Avenue where the sale was completed in
January of this year, which | thought was one of the properties that the Honourable Roger
Spink was referring to, as one of the ones that we should have offered for sale, we did and
that one was sold. So it may be that we're talking about different properties there but | do
believe that at least one property has been sold. I'm not personally aware of others, but there
may well have been others on that list. I'm not sure.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, this is a really interesting conversation and on the on the sale of current kind of
derelict FIG social housing, I'd say at the moment with the way that we've currently got no
policy supporting either the affordability or as it's been suggested, rent to buy type schemes,
those sales would go directly into, | would assume private sector landlords who would have
the opportunity to continue under the current issue which hasn't been tackled by the housing
market.

And in fact, even though the reply that my Honourable Colleague Gavin Short gave
highlighted that the mortgage cap is being moved up again, to me, while it is necessary, that
also signals that housing market inflation is currently going one way, and the investments that
Government has made in increasing the supply, certainly even of selling social housing or in
encouraging private sector landlords to build more multiple occupancy housing, the trajectory
is still that same direction.

So | think until we put all of this together in a very clear plan, let's not be too short term about
this, everything that we make has to have long term effect. Otherwise, we're going to end up
with generational gaps where the policy and I'd say part of the problem that we haven't
addressed this yet, is good, we can't get ahead of our current problem enough to be able to
bake it into a long term strategy.

But while that challenge remains, | think the point that my Honourable Colleague Leona
Roberts made about vacant properties rather than derelict ones is a good one. Because |
remember when we first approached the Housing Strategy a number of years ago, we opted
for the carrot, to encourage people to invest in those properties to get them online, or to
offer them the equivalent opportunity that was available under the Crown Grant Scheme to
be able to encourage new time buyers into existing properties. But I'd say we're kind of
moving into this area where we might want to start thinking about stick approaches, because
if we have got vacant properties that could be let why aren’t we looking at vacant property
taxes and things like that? That would encourage home rental situations.
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But these are all chewy questions that | would expect this Housing Strategy to be able to put
forward to us, not just from a public works point of view about increasing supply, we need to
be thinking about the policy directives that will actually get us to the place where we want to
get to. So I'm very, very excited to see some more work in this area and the enthusiasm
around this table for that, is very good. | know that there's work currently ongoing on the
Multiple Occupancy Policy, which will be important to this debate, but as to what else there
is, I'm looking forward to seeing what officers can produce. So I'll throw that over to the
Honourable Chief Executive, maybe if he could add it on to next week's agenda and chew
through some of this in more detail.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you Mr Speaker, I'm delighted actually, when you ask questions, you hope to draw out
some views and some information; | think that has been the case here this morning. There's a
couple of additional things | think | would say, | completely agree with my Honourable
Colleague Roger Spink when he says about the pressure that had been put on to try and
progress the Rent-to-Buy scheme, because again, we know and certainly I've been
approached by quite a few people over the years and wanting to have some protection for
sitting tenants not to be seeing these properties purchased for onward rent, to try and make
progress in the areas that we really want to see.

So | know it's not easy and | know that that's the conversation we've had over | would say far
more than two years, | think it goes right back into the probably early days of the last
Assembly where we were starting to try and push for some of these things. And | also entirely
agree that should properties be sold off, we do need to be absolutely committed to replacing
them and | think we're just not in the position where we can do that at the moment.

So it feels like we've got this really difficult jigsaw in front of us that we need to try and get
together. But we do need options and we do need action. Because otherwise | fear that we
will find ourselves at the end of another consultation and having developed another strategy,
but not actually seeing progress. And that is soul destroying, not just for the Assembly, and
I'm sure for the officers who are doing the work but also for our community. So we really,
really need to try and cut through this somehow. Thank you Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleagues. The
Honourable Teslyn Barkman mentioned more strategies, more discussion. We had a Housing
Strategy that we put together two years ago. Here we are two years on, do we want to spend
another two years doing nothing? And that, | think, is the question that faces us, we need to
get on with it. We need some action, rather than more discussion. And we know what the
problem is, we know what the problems are, we need to sit around a table and start
addressing them. So | think it is time to make some decisions, rather than actually just
pushing it into the long grass. Thank you.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman
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Just to respond to that, | wasn't advocating for more strategy, let's dust off what we've got.
There's a reason it didn't work, we could learn why pretty quickly, without putting too many
brains in a room and knocking it together. We're still on a trajectory where housing prices are
going up. So | don't think we should sit around congratulating ourselves for doing.. We do
need action but we don't just need short term action, we actually want to think about where
we need to get to, and that is already written down in the Housing Strategy, we might need to
remind ourselves of it, but unfortunately, the current plan isn't working.

The Honourable Gavin Short

A few things if | may, | concur heartily with what's been said, we need action here. The time
for talking is over. | think the train wreck is starting, I'm afraid. It's got to be simple, but I'm
also aware that I'm the dinosaur of this Assembly | think now, and | can go back 10 years,
when | sat around a table with people and we talked about rent to buy we talked about
selling off houses to sitting tenants, and it was poopooed then, and it was all too difficult, and
nothing got done, and here we are 10 years down the road in exactly the same place. So |
concur that we need action. We really do need action. The time for talking is over.

Mr Speaker, though, | find myself, maybe this is a Point of Order, I'm not sure, in the state of
some alarm, which is not good for a person of my age. The answer | gave about the sale of
Government Houses was genuinely given from information | received. Now if that's inaccurate
and I've misled this House in any way, it is certainly not something that I've wilfully done and |
do apologise if that is the case.

Mr Speaker

Thank you for that.

The Attorney General

It's worth clarifying; there is certainly no intention to indicate that that would be a wilful
misleading of the House. And as | say, it may be because, you know, different sorts of
information have been have been looked at. But | am certainly aware that one of the
properties that I'm sure we discussed about this was definitely sold earlier this year.

Mr Speaker

Can | suggest the Honourable Gavin Short, that should there be any information that requires
clarification that you come back to the House?

The Honourable Gavin Short
| will gladly do it.
Mr Speaker

Thank you. Does any other Honourable Member wish to speak to this question? No.
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Deputy Clerk of the Assembly
Question number 53 of 23 by the Honourable Teslyn Barkman.
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, at the sitting of the last Assembly, the Youth Parliament put forward a motion to
raise the profile and support for mental health services for children. Could the Honourable
Gavin Short please report how long has the Falkland Islands Community School been without
a Children and Adolescent Mental Health Services qualified nurse and what effect this has had
on the Emotional Well-being Services ability to assess and to start treatment for children and
adults. I understand they have been supporting in the absence of a CAMHS qualified nurse to
provide care and to encourage young people to come forward for mental health support.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for her question
and the response I've been given is as follows; the school nurse who has just left us was in
post from January 2023 to August 2023. She was an experienced nurse, but did not have
experience of CAMHS work, which | will call CAMHS from now on for short. So the plan had
been to upskill her in this area by funding training and working with children and adolescents
with mental health difficulties. She was able to work with low intensity emotional well-being
issues as any school nurse would be expected to, but was unable to work with medium or
high intensity and/or medium or high risk young people. Therefore, the wider EWS arranged
to cover this higher level CAMHS work until she had received further training.

The school nurse was in post on local terms and conditions and planned to remain in post
permanently so this appeared to be a very worthwhile investment. Unfortunately, however,
shortly after being appointed, she and her family decided that they wanted to return to the
United Kingdom, so the decision was made not to put her through any costly training, and to
continue covering CAMHS work within the wider EWS until her replacement arrived.

We have appointed a nurse with excellent child and adolescent mental health experience and
are currently awaiting her arrival that will be in the coming months. However, in the
meantime, and in order to ensure continuity of service, we have already realigned one of the
CPNs from the EWS to fulfil the CAMHS role in the short term. The CPN post will be backfilled
by a locum CPN, who has worked with the team for several years, we also now have a full
cohort of full time CPNs in post, following many months of work with unfilled vacancies, so
we're in a much stronger staffing position.

Thanks to the incredibly hard work put in by the CPNs, there has been no impact on
assessment time for either children or adults, and no impact on urgent or routine treatment
time. There has been a slight impact on the specialist therapy waiting time, which has
increased by approximately eight weeks, as some children were taken on by the consultant
clinical psychologist as they were deemed too urgent and/or complex to wait. This additional,
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caseload is expected to reduce over the next few weeks as the appointed CPN settles into
covering the school nurse role, which will allow the waiting list to reduce to normal time.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his very comprehensive answer,
which very helpfully included the recruitment plans as well as the backfill being provided by
the Emotional Well-Being Service. Credit to that team that none of those assessment or
treatment times have slipped in the meantime. Just because | think I'm sorry, | may have
missed it, but the nurse with child experience, said they would they would be CAHMS
accredited then, is that presumed? And do you have an idea of a start date for them?

The Honourable Gavin Short

Thank you very much, Mr Speaker, and thank you to my Honourable Colleague. | can't put my
hand on my heart answer that, whether it's a yes or no, the substantive postholder, who |
alluded to, to being here in in a couple of months’ time is actually delayed because they are,
in fact taking part in an international sporting event and that is what caused that delay.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

That is incredibly, incredibly interesting to hear. But I'm quite happy to pick up those
guestions and if those answers can be provided at a later time for information, that's fine.

Mr Speaker
Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise supplementary question or comment?
The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | hope I'm allowed a little bit of advertising, but the Government actually did put
out a public service announcement on the 30t of August, which was a reminder to have your
say, and help us deliver a service that works for you, which is of course all about the
Emotional Well-Being Service run by the KEMH. And | would just like to use this opportunity,
and indeed the media that are here to ask people to please fully engage and make their views
known because we are here to serve you.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you Mr Speaker, just very briefly, | thank my Honourable Colleague for her question on
this, | think it was useful to have that information drawn out. Just to concur with my
Honourable Colleague Gavin Short, that survey doesn't take very long. | think it is important
for Emotional Well-Being Service to get feedback and to understand, and | would just take the
opportunity to thank them for the work that they do. It's critical. It's so important for the
young people that they work with and for their families. For you know, having a child in
difficulty is extremely distressing, and know that they're entirely committed to the work and
we thank them again for that.
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Mr Speaker

Does any Honourable Member have other comments or supplementary questions?
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly

Question number 54 of 23 by the Honourable Teslyn Barkman

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Can the Honourable Gavin Short please inform what efforts are being
made to reduce the increasing delays in the waiting time for specialist treatments, including
Eye Movement Desensitisation and Reprocessing, which can be used to treat Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder. At the last Health and Medical Services committee, on August the second it
was reported that this delay had increased to five months from three months in May. And
that the waits for Neurodevelopmental Assessments was now seven months?

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker Honourable Members, | thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for her question,
I'll do my best to answer it, but it does have some words in here that are four foot six long. So
thanks for asking about the changes to waiting times, there are there are two separate
answers here; one for the specialist therapies and the other for Neurodevelopmental
Assessment as they are managed differently.

So if | can touch on the neurodevelopmental clinics, the neurodevelopmental waiting list has
already started to reduce because some of the changes we have recently made or because of
some of the changes that we have recently made and will reduce further because of planned
changes that will be taking place between now and December. Neurodevelopmental
assessments are long and complex; for example, a single complex Autism Spectrum Disorder
assessment may take up to 20 clinician hours and require multidisciplinary team input rather
than a single clinician.

Capacity has not been able to meet demand for this clinic, so we are training additional staff
to contribute to assessments and we have changed the referral process to reduce the risk of
inappropriate referrals. Hopefully we will see the benefits of these changes by the start of
next year.

Specialist waiting lists for example EMDR, which is Eye Movement Desensitisation and
Reprocessing, with regard to the specialist waiting list this waiting time is very dynamic and
fluctuates frequently based on a number of factors including overall number of referrals being
received by the EWS, levels of risk being experienced by service users, complexity of
treatment being received by service users etc.

The current increase in waiting time has been partly due to covering additional Child and
Adolescent Mental Health Services or CAMHS work, as covered in question number 53 of 23.
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And partly due to typical complexities within my current caseload, therefore, or this was by
the person writing it sorry, not me. Therefore, | anticipated this waiting list to reduce back to
approximately three months within the next couple of weeks because of the natural
movement of current caseload and the changes we have made to the CAMHS provision.

| would also like to point out that following initial assessment all patients go through a triage
process that considers risk of harm to self and others, and adaptive functioning, ability to
engage with daily living skills, such as chores, work, family commitments, hobbies, etcetera.
And everybody on the specialist therapies waiting list has completed a risk assessment with
the person who wrote this report, and has reported a low risk of harm to themselves and
others and acceptable levels of adaptive functioning.

For example, they're able to go to work and engage with hobbies etcetera. Every patient on
the waiting list has also been given the option of either A) regular check in sessions with the
person who wrote this report, which are usually every four to six weeks, or B) start alternative
therapeutic work immediately with a CPN. Therefore, all patients on the waiting list are
currently assessed to be a low risk, coping with daily life have chosen to wait for a few months
in order to access the therapy they have chosen, and are monitored regularly.

If risk or adaptive functioning change, this is re-evaluated and the person may be prioritised in
order to receive treatment sooner. The constant re-evaluating and then responding to live
risk situations means that the waiting list will always be fluctuating to some degree, and that
some people may wait longer than others because of decisions that are made in order to
manage risk appropriately. Patient safety is at the heart of our consideration in prioritisation.
Thank you Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you Mr Speaker and | thank my Honourable Colleague for his very comprehensive and
well scripted and delivered answer. It was particularly informative on the approach that they
take to risk and checking and making sure that the assessments are done regularly. It's an
incredibly complex job to coordinate and the level of consideration that's going into that is
entirely commendable.

It's good to know that while that that increased delay was reported to HMSC that is not
anticipated to increase and in fact, that is hoping to resolve itself with the appointment of a
CAMHS nurse in FICS again. But | suppose there will be also the option to use online tools
should a higher risk situation appear? As | know that is something that can be delivered
through specialist treatments and kind of virtual therapy. If my Honourable Colleague would
like to speak to that, it's more than welcome to, if they do continue to use online tools if he is
aware. But otherwise I'm very satisfied with the answers from within this report.

The Honourable Gavin Short
Mr Speaker, Honourable Member I’'m afraid | did ask that question that | have not had the

answer back to the online part of the question, so once | have it | shall happily passed on.
Thank you.
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Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or comment?
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly

Question number 55 of 23 by the Honourable Teslyn Barkman.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Can the Honourable Peter Biggs please update this House on the Waste Management Project
including current timelines for the plans to improve landfill and spoil tipping?

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Mr Speaker | would like to thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for this question. | will begin
by talking about the Eliza Cove tip and the on-going works there. All ISO containers have been
cleared and the ground clearance and levelling process has been completed. Standings for the
new ISO containers and the office are being constructed; this project is due for completion by
the end of this month.

The new incinerator is currently still in the design stage, however Adfield is finalising the last
elements of this stage for the incinerator together with Ramboll and this should conclude in
August, again by the end of this month. Manufacturing will start immediately thereafter. The
current schedule is to have the incinerator on Island and installed with commissioning taking
place in December 2024. When the incinerator design is finished it will allow Ramboll to
complete the civil design for the construction of the building and the accompanying works by
October 2023. This will allow RSK to order materials and start with ground works in November
2023.

On the new spoil tips, two locations have been identified and PWD is working closely with
both Environment and the Planning Departments on this project. Visits to the areas have
been made by PWD, Environment and Planning Departments, and they are assessing
suitability which has been backed up by a drone survey of the area.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you Mr Speaker, | wonder if my Honourable Colleague is able to reveal where those
two spoil tips are just for the benefit of the public.

The Honourable Peter Biggs

| understand the spoil tips will be available for the material that qualifies to be tipped on such
areas. But the plan is to have two sides looked at, the plan as | understand is to have one spoil
tip ready for use and probably when that spoil tip is completely filled, then the option two site
will be used.
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The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for her question and my Honourable
Colleague for his answer. On the spoil tipping, I've been greatly concerned for some time now
over the tipping of spoil containing invasive species onto a National Nature Reserve. It's been
raised many times by Honourable Colleagues of mine as well, both in the House and in
portfolio meetings and other meetings with officers, | really welcome the work coming
forward.

| think it's a shame, the more eagle eyed who will have looked to the ExCo Forward Plan will
have noticed that it seems to be slipping occasionally, so hopefully we can get that work done
and bring it to us and then we can stop putting soil containing invasive species onto our
National Nature Reserve, that will be great. Thank you Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you Mr Speaker, | thank my Honourable Colleague for this question. | think the
information on the timescales about the incinerator and the landfill are a little frustrating, |
think it's probably fair to say, but | trust we will get there eventually.

The spoil tip is of huge concern to me; | entirely share my Honourable Colleague Mark
Pollard’s views and have raised repeatedly the problem that | have with us tipping spoil on to
Cape Pembroke, a National Nature Reserve. And | know that that's of concern to the
community, so | really, really welcomed the work to look into finding a new site.

| have though, also raised questions about this needing some public discussion, and whether
it should go through Committees and how it should be dealt with before it came to ExCo for
final decision. In his response Honourable Colleague Pete Biggs didn't mention that public
discussion happening before the paper comes to ExCo, can he assure me that it will? | think
these sites are both on the common; so obviously, it is an area of interest to the community.
And it may absolutely and | sincerely hope that it will be the right solution, but | really do
want to see that discussion take place so the public are informed before this decision goes
ahead. So, | just asked for that assurance please.

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Leona Roberts for her comments and | assure her | will do
everything within my power to ensure that there is public exposure to the siting of this tip,
before it goes to ExCo. And | would also like to say | will try to do whatever is possible and get
the backing of Honourable Colleagues to have some oversight of the new spoil tips so that it is
not allowed to make worse the invasive species problem in the Stanley area and tackle and
removed as quickly as possible as the process carries on.

The Attorney General
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Thank you Mr Speaker. | did notice in his answer, the Honourable Peter Biggs did mention
that this is a matter that had been discussed and referred to the Planning team, now
obviously, if there is any planning permission to be sought in relation to these locations, there
would be a level of consultation required as part of that process. | think if the Honourable
Members are seeking to have something additional or separate to that, | think that's
something that we would need discussion with the Director of Public Works.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, | put my hand up | think a little bit before my Honourable Colleague Leona
Roberts, to respond to the Attorney General's comment there, it has been raised with the
Director of Public Works, just given the level of public interest in that particular new site. So
it’s good to get that out in the public as well, that this is certainly something that we want to
have discussed, because we can't continue to dump spoil on an important plant area, it just
doesn't make any sense. In fact, it works completely against, | do know that our pollution
policy is in the last rounds of being developed. So hopefully that will also be able to inform
some of some of the Government vision behind what my Honourable Colleague Pete Biggs
raised, which is how we're going to continue to tackle invasives through pollution.

Mr Speaker

The Honourable Leona Roberts, you are content?

The Honourable Leona Roberts

It was that comment.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise the supplementary question or comment?
No.

Deputy Clerk of the Assembly

Question number 56 of23 by the Honourable Roger Spink

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker Honourable Members, can the Honourable Peter Biggs please advise for how long
a turbine has been inoperable at Mare Harbour, what the lost revenue has been to FIG and
when the necessary equipment will be available to affect a repair?

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Roger Spink for his question. The PWD requested a plan
of action when the fault on the turbine was reported in January 2021, and this request for an
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action plan was made to the supplier of the wind turbine, which is Enercon and the plan was
to include a schedule for repair and return to service of the turbine.

This has been an on-going issue, and Enercon have been contacted on numerous occasions,
but finally telling PWD that they have restructured their company and Enercon UK and
Western Europe would be dealing with this project in the future. The PWD have been
emailing this team bi-weekly for a service offer and quote for spares and repair, but no
response has been received to date.

The Falkland Islands Government charge the MOD £632,000 per annum for the service, and
that being said the Falkland Islands Government are losing a total of £210,000 per annum for
this one turbine.

The biggest issue is the military’s new power station will soon be coming online and they will
require three turbines to manage their grid and reduce emissions and our Power Station
Manager is currently speaking to a Polish company for a solution and we are awaiting a
response. Thank you.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I'd like to thank the Honourable Peter Biggs for his reply.
18 months on something has broken down to have failed to find a solution by then, for a
pretty critical piece of infrastructure kit is quite a delay, and | would hope that PWD will affect
a solution of sorts. Now, what that solution is, that needs to be worked out. They need to find
other firms or whatever, whatever the solution is to sort the problem. But certainly my view is
that 18 months delay in being able to fix something like this is unacceptable. Thank you.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Peter Biggs for the reply there, could | ask him whether it
is the view of the Public Works Department that perhaps the links between ourselves and
Enercon have now broken down irreparably? Or is there some hope of re-establishing the
relationship we used to have?

The Honourable Peter Biggs

| thank the Honourable Members for their comments; | think the situation was obviously
made worse by the intervention of a pandemic in the world. My understanding is that the
communications are now taking place with the company, but they haven't yet provided a
clear solution for the problem, but the Power Station Manager is looking at this and is
speaking to another company and | presume that it will be for the provision of spare parts and
the necessary expert staff and the equipment needed to effect the repairs, so things are still
on-going and | think we're getting closer to a solution.

Mr Speaker
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Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or a comment?
No.

Deputy Clerk of the Assembly
Question number 57 of 23 by the Honourable Roger Spink.
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker Honourable Members, can the Honourable Teslyn Barkman please advise what
the operational plans are for the next season at FIMCo. Will the plan change the costs of
running the facility?

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you Mr Speaker and | thank my Honourable Colleague for his question. The current
planis to run a 16 to 17 week sheep and lamb export season, with the export team arriving on
Saturday 6™ January 2024 and departing on Saturday the 27t of April 2024. This is reliant on
available livestock arriving on time and in condition with no issues at the plant, and allows for
50,000 head being supplied with a minimum processing rate of 625 sheep and lambs per day.
Working at this production level means that slaughter hall and the boning room will need to
be in sync so appropriate staffing levels based on numbers and skill are key.

It is envisaged that there'll be no increase in costs with regards to operating the facility for the
2023-24 sheep and lamb export season.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for her reply.
She mentioned 50,000, head of sheep, have those been sorted with the suppliers? Or is that
just a theoretical figure in the budget?

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you Mr Speaker, and that's a substantial question without formal or informal notice so
what | can do is get back to him with that information at a more adequate time. But | can
reassure that the general manager of FIDC has also offered to come in and speak to MLAs on
Monday and that meeting has been put into the diary so any more substantial questions can
be taken by him at that time, to give that reassurance. We also don't want to start straying
into the areas of being in conflict with Standing Orders and company and individual interests.
So hopefully, that will give the good opportunity for supplementary questions.

The Honourable Roger Spink
Mr Speaker, I'd like to thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman, and | look forward to receiving

a briefing and | think it's overdue that we have a briefing. It is a key piece of infrastructure for
the farming community and we need to have some confidence that the season is planned out

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 31 August 2023
33



in a proper manner. So | think the question about whether or not the 50,000 sheep is
achievable is relevant, because if it isn't achievable from the suppliers, then the figures are
wrong. So we look forward to that conversation on Monday.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his comments, | agree completely, I'm looking
forward to that conversation on Monday. Unfortunately, I'm going be overseas on planned
leave, but | think given the urgency | didn't want it to delay it a week until I'm back, but I'd be
happy to catch up and make sure I'm part of that conversation so that none of those
guestions get missed as Chair.

Mr Speaker

Thank you. Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or
comment?

Deputy Clerk of the Assembly
Motions
Motion number 12 of 2023 by the Honourable Roger Spink

This House approves the recommendation of the report to the Legislative Assembly from the
Statute Law Commissioner - Application of United Kingdom Laws (Reporting period: 1 July
2022 to 31 July 2023) submitted under Section 25 of the Law Revision and Publication
Ordinance 2017.

Mr Speaker

The Honourable Roger Spink, and since this is a fairly lengthy response, | will allow you to
produce it whilst sitting.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Under the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017, the Statute Law Commissioner is
required to report regularly to the Assembly on new laws made in the United Kingdom;
ordinarily monthly but up to quarterly. This report covers the period 1 July 2022 to June 2023,
so is significantly delayed. This follows several other reports with significant delay, for which
the Statute Law Commissioner again apologises.

However, she is pleased to report that the Legislation Team has recently been re-structured
with the aim of providing the additional resource needed to meet the duty to submit regular
reports. The re-structure is starting to have effect in terms of time available to the Statute
Law Commissioner, so reports should become more frequent in the coming months.
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Submission of regular reports in relation to United Kingdom laws is designed to enable the
Assembly to work with the Statute Law Commissioner and Directorates to ensure that United
Kingdom laws which apply in the Falkland Islands are understood and accessible and to
ensure their application in the Falkland Islands is properly managed.

By only producing reports annually in recent years, it has not been possible for the Statute
Law Commissioner to engage with the Assembly and with officers to ensure that properly
informed decisions are made about our continued adoption of UK laws.

This report covers 49 Acts and approximately 1,300 statutory instruments. All the Acts have
been considered by the Law Commissioner to an extent, some in considerable detail. Some of
the thousands of instruments are clearly irrelevant and so can be readily dismissed, but many
hundreds have had to be considered in some detail.

The Law Commissioner repeats her particular thanks to Barbara Steen, the Legislation and
Gazette Manager, in carrying out a great deal of thorough and detailed work over the last
year in support of this report.

The contents of the report are summarised as follows:
UK laws directly applied to FI:

During the reporting period, three UK Acts have been directly extended, in whole or in part,
to the Falkland Islands. Unlike adopted laws, which will be considered later in this report, the
Legislative Assembly has no powers to amend the application of these laws to the Falkland
Islands:

Firstly, the British Nationality (Regularisation of Past Practice) Act 2023 was extended in full to
the Falkland Islands with effect from 9 June 2023. As its title suggests, this Act does nothing
particularly new, but brings the law in line with existing practice, following a High Court
judgement which identified a mismatch between the law and practice. It had been
understood that children born in the UK to EU citizens were automatically British citizens, but
that was not correct. The retroactive provisions of the Act mean that children born to EU
citizens who were ordinarily resident in the UK during a relevant period are, and always were,
British citizens.

Whilst the whole Act has been extended to the Falkland Islands, because it amends the British
Nationality Act 1981 which similarly extends to the Falkland Islands, it is unlikely to have any
particular impact but it would benefit any individual in the Falkland Islands holding a British
passport who falls within the relevant class of persons.

Secondly, Section 22 of the National Security Act 2023 has been extended to the Falkland
Islands although it has not yet come into force. Whilst the Act contains wide ranging new
provisions designed to protect the UK against an evolving range of threats, such as cyber
operations, most of the Act will not apply in the Falkland Islands.
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The section of the Act which is extended to the Falkland Islands amends the Armed Forces Act
2006, which applies in the Falkland Islands for the purposes of service discipline etcetera. The
effect of the amendment is that acting for a foreign power is an aggravating factor for the
purposes of sentencing crimes in armed services courts.

The Act also provides that any amendment of the Official Secrets Act 1989 made under the
Act may be extended to a British overseas territory by Order in Council. However, that is not
relevant to the Falkland Islands because the Official Secrets Act 1989 has never been
extended to the Falkland Islands, although certain acts done in the Falkland Islands may be
the subject of proceedings in the United Kingdom under the Official Secrets Act 1989.

The Official Secrets Acts 1911 and 1920 continue to apply in the Falkland Islands, regardless
that this Act repeals those Acts for UK purposes because that repeal does not extend to the
Falkland Islands.

Thirdly, a small number of sections in the lllegal Migration Act 2023 have been extended to
the Falkland Islands with effect from 20%" July 2023. The Act is a highly controversial piece of
legislation which seeks to deal with challenges relating to the UK’s asylum process; in
particular in connection with small boat crossings of the English Chanel.

The sections of the Act extended to the Falkland Islands will prevent certain persons from
applying for British citizenship, British overseas territories citizenship and British subject
status in the Falkland Islands; that is persons who have entered the UK, the Crown
dependencies or a British overseas territory unlawfully.

This will potentially have a real, albeit very small-scale, impact on the Falkland Islands. In
particular, Immigration authorities in the Falkland Islands who are involved in processing
applications for British overseas territories citizenship etcetera will need to consider whether
a person may be ineligible to apply by virtue of this Act.

Because a person may be ineligible as a result of an illegal entry etcetera in the UK, a Crown
Dependency, the Falkland Islands or another British overseas territory, steps need to be in
place to ensure that information is mutually exchanged between the UK, the Crown
Dependencies, and all British overseas territories about relevant persons who may make
applications in the UK, Crown Dependencies or British overseas territories. The Act has been
drawn to the attention of the Head of Immigration and Director of Emergency Services and
Island Security to ensure that its effects in the Falkland Islands are understood.

Secondary legislation; nearly 40 pieces of UK secondary legislation, Regulations and Orders,
have been made in the relevant period and extended directly to the Falkland Islands. Most of
them reflect new or updated provision in relation to financial and trade sanctions; mostly in
connection with Russia and Belarus.

The remaining instruments concern the Armed Forces; with updates made to various
regulations which apply in connection with service discipline in the Falkland Islands. In
considering the instruments concerning the armed forces, the Statute Law Commissioner has
noted that there has been a recent change in practice in how the instruments are drafted —
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with it now generally being explicitly stated in them which instruments extend to the British
Overseas Territories. This was previously not explicit, and had to be established by
implication.

This change of practice has identified that the Statute Law Commissioner may not have
previously identified all such armed forces instruments which appear intended, by
implication, to apply to the Falkland Islands. This means that Statute Law Database is not
accurate in relation to the application of regulations made under the Armed Forces Act 2006
in particular. This was not identified when the Statute Law Commissioner worked with the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office to try to compile a comprehensive list of applicable
legislation, which leaves some questions about how to ensure accuracy. However, the Law
Commissioner will carry out a review, and will consult the relevant UK authorities to try to
gain a greater certainty before amending the Statute Law Database.

Falkland Islands adoption of UK law, one Act and 22 secondary instruments have been
adopted, at least in part, in the Falkland Islands automatically during the period of this report
through operation of the automatic updating provisions of the Law Revision and Publication
Ordinance 2017, i.e. when the relevant law changes in the UK, it automatically changes here.

The Legislative Assembly now needs to consider whether those changes should continue to
apply in the Falkland Islands.

The Commissioner recommends all such laws continue to be adopted in the Falkland Islands;
in particular to ensure the adoption of UK law is coherent and consistent.

- Most of the laws are merchant shipping regulations. Whilst we have, in recent years,
localised much of our primary maritime legislation, we still rely heavily on a raft of UK
merchant shipping instruments to enable the Falkland Islands to meet its international
obligations in particular.

- Other instruments concern, for example the administration of civil practise in relation
family law procedure rules, and provisions concerning the registration of births and
deaths. In both these areas the basic legislative frameworks in Falkland Islands law are
supplemented by more detailed provisions in English law which apply where
practicable.

The report also recommends that one UK Act made during the relevant period, which has
already been automatically adopted in part under the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance
2017 should, going forward, be adopted in full, that is the Electronic Trade Documents Act
2023

The Act is concerned with certain types of documents used in trade and trade finance whose
functionality depends on their being capable of being physically possessed. Current UK law
does not recognise the possibility of possession of electronic documents that principle is
similarly reflected in the Falkland Islands, on the basis that UK common law applies to the
Falkland Islands under Section 26 of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017.
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This means that relevant industries, including the shipping industry are currently prevented in
law from moving to a fully paperless process. The Act gives effect to the recommendations of
the Law Commission in England and Wales to allow for the legal recognition of such
documents in electronic form.

The Act makes a number of amendments to the Bills of Exchange Act 1882 and the Carriage of
Goods by Sea Act 1992. Both those Acts apply in the Falkland Islands under the Law Revision
and Publication Ordinance 2017.

Amendment of the Acts applies automatically in the Falkland Islands under Section 24 of the
Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017. However, the rest of the Act does not apply
automatically, because it makes distinct new law; unless it is adopted by the Legislative
Assembly.

It is recommended that the Act is adopted in full in the Falkland Islands under the Law
Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 to enable the modernisation of relevant trade in the
Falkland Islands. It is anticipated that this would have particular advantage to modernise
trade in shipping under the Carriage of Goods by Sea Act 1992 as it applies in the Falkland
Islands.

The Act is a short, simple and discreet law, which could be adopted in the Falkland Islands
without specific modification. The usual modifications under Schedule 2 of the Law Revision
and Publication Ordinance 2017 would apply, for example enabling the Governor, rather than
Secretary of State, to make Regulations under the Act. The Act comes into force on 20
September 2023.

It is not recommended that any other UK Acts or instruments made during the period be
adopted. Many are simply irrelevant. Others, although not suitable for immediate adoption,
it is hoped will be given policy consideration in due course.

A draft Order attached to the report would give effect to the report’s recommendations, if
agreed by the Assembly. It would amend the Schedule to the Law Revision and Publication

Ordinance 2017, which lists the UK laws which are adopted by the Falkland Islands.

If any of the recommendations of the report are not agreed, the Statute Law Commissioner is
obliged to make a new recommendation at the next meeting of the Assembly.

The Attorney General

Mr Speaker, | second the motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you. Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to that Motion?

The Motion is then that;
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a)

b)

the recommendations of the Statute Law Commissioner made to the Legislative
Assembly under section 25(5) of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 are
approved;

the Assembly recommends that the Governor makes an order in the form (or in
substantially similar form) to the order annexed to the Statute Law Commissioner’s
Report;

and the Statute Law Database should be amended accordingly

Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection; that Motion is carried
and it is therefore resolved on this 31° of August 2023.

Honourable Members, it's probably time for a quick break. If you're in agreement to that, can
| suggest that we recess for 10 minutes for a quick break?

The House is in Recess

The House Resumes

The Deputy Clerk of the Assembly

Portfolio Reports

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker

The Honourable Roger Spink, again you may remain seated.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Honourable Members the Treasury portfolio report. In addition to the regular support to
Directorates and delivery of core Exchequer services the Treasury function have focussed
their efforts on:

Supporting the Budget Select Committee process with a range of presentations,
analysis and recommendations through a dozen sessions with Members.

Reviewing and updating the Reserves Policy, which is a key foundation for maintaining
strong and stable public finances.

Securing the renewal of the A+ sovereign credit rating via S&P Global that sits at the
heart of the options for financing future developments and reflecting the strong
management of the Falkland Islands economy.

Continuing the strong relationship with the UK Government Internal Audit Agency
which has enabled sufficient and suitable internal audit work to be delivered
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throughout 2022/23 with limited resources. The Internal audit Strategy and Plan for
2023/24 have been developed and delivered to Audit, Risk and Assurance Group
(ARAG) and ExCo.

Continuing the delivery of excellent returns on taxation income. Whilst not a
popularist activity, the collection of what is rightly due to the Exchequer is at the heart
of delivering our ambitious Capital Investment Plans.

Relocating the Pensions team to the yellow Portakabin behind the Malvina which
helps support more cohesive and efficient ways of working collaboratively between
the pensions and taxation teams.

The Annual Financial Statements for FIG and special funds were all signed off with
clean audit opinions and no significant audit recommendations.

Preparing for the first drawdowns from FIPS following the introduction of a drawdown
policy enacted in the FIPS (Amendment) Bill 2022.

Working closely with colleagues in Policy and Social Services to improve awareness of
financial and other support available to residents including the delivery of an
information booklet which was shared at Farmers Week and is available on the FIG
website.

Distributed circa 2600 personal tax forms for 2022 with 68% of tax returns submitted
to date reviewed and/or completed and this was from July, this report.

Completing recruitment of a new Corporation Tax Officer, expected to be in post by
the second quarter of 2023/24, a critical role in ensuring that the Tax office can

complete timely assessments and queries.

Starting the preparations for scoping out a review of taxation.

And for the Attorney General, | don't have a report, but we did have a very comprehensive
report from the Statute Law Commissioner earlier. Thank you.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you and I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his portfolio report. I'll direct this
guestion at the Attorney General then as it sits within that remit, which was, is there an
update on the regulation of telecoms that he could give?

The Attorney General

In terms of the delivery of the function, can | just clarify the question. The function of
Communications Regulator currently sits with me as a function; we have engaged an external
consultant to assist with that, and to complete the various tasks that are required of the
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Regulator. There are a number of tasks that have been undertaken recently, including
consultation around radio bands, things like that.

There have been a number of reports that have been prepared and are in the course of being
finalised in relation to the annual report from the regulator, which I'm not sure it has yet been
tabled before this Assembly, but | think has been discussed by Executive Council. And then
there are a number of areas where work is on-going around quality of service information
gathered from the probes, which the Falkland Islands Government supported the delivery of
and which will be coming forward. And then there have also been active discussions around
various issues, including applications for licences for VSATSs, including in relation to Starlink,
which are also under discussion at the moment.

Mr Speaker
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman, are you content?
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

| would like to thank the Attorney General for that question. Sorry, | was a little bit thrown off
guard; | was expecting an update certainly on the Starlink applications matter from within the
portfolio report, so poorly worded that question, but thank you for that short update off the
top of your head.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker; I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his update. Mr Speaker,
| think it's probably the second time this Assembly we've had a sort of half portfolio update,
and | think we really, really need to make sure that this doesn't happen because the key to
the accountability and the scrutiny of Government is being able to deliver an update on the
portfolio and what's been happening within it.

So | would request that we still get the legal side, or the Attorney General's side of the
portfolio update to the next Assembly, perhaps, | think it's essential that we have it. | do have
a question about that, so the last time my Honourable Colleague gave a portfolio update, we
were discussed telecoms compliance report on whether or not MLAs and the public were
going to be allowed to see it. | don't recall having seen it and perhaps my Honourable
Colleague could inform us whether it was made public or not; we spoke about in the last
Assembly my Honourable Colleague gave an update.

The Attorney General
| suppose there's two points there, the first in terms of the update, | apologise to the House
that the Honourable Roger Spink hasn't got any further information in terms of my particular

area of his portfolio, and | will make sure that is corrected in the future.

In terms of telecoms compliance report, could the Honourable Mark Pollard clarify which of
the various different reports he's referring to.
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The Honourable Mark Pollard

| can't Mr Speaker, I'll have to go back to the record. It was in the Assembly where we gave
the update, | believe it was to do with whether or not they had met the Regulator's demands
put on them, on certain issues so | will come back with the information and we can perhaps
clear that up.

The Attorney General

Certainly Mr Speaker, if | may, the one thing | would say there is I'm certainly not aware of
any area in which the exclusive licensee has not met the requirements that have been
imposed upon them. And if | can provide a copy of the relevant Compliance Report, I'll do so.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise comment on that portfolio? The
Honourable Leona Roberts.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker; | thank my Honourable Colleague for the report. A couple of
guestions, one which | will direct to the Attorney General, specifically; there was mentioned
there of the applications for licences for VATS and Starlink, | would be very interested in
receiving a briefing as to just where this is, and what the options might be, and then how,
obviously, it's a subject of considerable public interest, as well as for Honourable Members.
So is that briefing expected soon? That would be my first question.

My second for my Honourable Colleague, just while I'm on my feet, has there been any
progress to be reported on the work that was being carried out on Retirement Living
Standards? | know that that was being led by Policy, but obviously there's very significant
crossover and joint working with Treasury. | think from memory, the last | saw was back in
April. And again, the next budget round is coming around very quickly; | just wonder where
we are with that piece of work too please. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Attorney General

Mr Speaker, just in relation to the first question asked by the Honourable Leona Roberts,
certainly, I'd be happy to give a briefing in relation to that matter. We have received now,
something like four or five applications for VSAT, specifically in relation to Starlink. And | do
have a meeting on Monday to discuss both those applications. I've had some discussions with
our external consultant and we're also meeting SURE to discuss those, following
correspondence we previously received from SURE on the issue.

The Honourable Roger Spink
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Mr Speaker, Honourable Members and | thank my Honourable Colleague for her question on
Retirement Living Standards. | defer to the Financial Secretary who may be more up to date
than | am on it, but | do know that it was Policy that were leading on it and | know the
Treasury is supporting them on that but | haven't had any feedback but the Financial
Secretary may have more up to date information.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Thank you to my Honourable Colleague and yes, the Policy department are indeed leading on
that piece of work and it was linked in particular to the work that they are planning on the
Household Expenditure Survey. | don't have more precise details on exact timescales to give
you today, but | will seek more specific updates to be able to share with you and other
Honourable Members.

Mr Speaker
Does any other Honourable Member wish to comment on that portfolio report?
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you Mr Speaker. Apologies, | had to scramble to find the record from January when my
Honourable Colleague gave his last update. The compliance report was to do with the with
the investment from FIG and now that had been implemented and the teething issues around
it and whether or not they're fully compliant that the work that was asked for.

Mr Speaker

Okay, any other comment? No.

Deputy Clerk of the Assembly

Portfolio Report, the Honourable Leona Roberts.
The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this morning I'm pleased to provide an
overview of current work within the Education Directorate and I'd like to start by celebrating
the achievements of our young people in recent weeks at GCSE and level three GCSE. Results
for year 11 students were very good, with an increase of 10% in the number of top grades
achieved at grade seven or higher. This is particularly impressive as in the UK, the top grades
declined by 17% as grade profiles were reduced by the examining bodies to the same level as
2019. A full report on GCSE performance will be made to the Education Board in September.

28 of our students have been accepted to start level three courses in September, this includes
5 from previous years, who are now ready to progress to their level three study overseas.
Several students have chosen apprenticeships as their next step and they will start their
training here for the next year. 18 level three students have also just received the results at
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the end of their courses; they achieved a 97% pass rate in A Levels and vocational courses,
which puts them in an excellent position for their next step.

Of those 18, it includes 5 who go into university immediately, 3 taking a gap year, 1 taking up
an apprenticeship, 4 are in work related studies including hospitality and IT. There are 5 who's
next steps are currently unclear and the Education Board is working on contacting them and
working with them as we go forward.

There are also 6 young people who have previously completed level three courses who are
now going on to university. There were a variety of reasons for the delay, if you like, including
taking a gap year, needing a further year of study before being accepted into university and
needing to gain Falkland Island status.

In childcare, the inspections of childcare providers and Stanley show them to be continuing to
develop the quality of their provision for our young children and their families. The FIG
nursery at Sapper Hill being run by Stanley KidZone was inspected for the first time in
February and achieved the bronze standard. The team are now working hard towards
achieving silver within the next year.

Stepping Stones nursery was also inspected at the end of February and became the first of
our childcare providers to achieve the gold standard, which is excellent news for the nursery
team who have focused continuously on improving their standards of care.

Schools and Stanley House; terms two and three have been a busy and productive period.
Highlights include an excellent enterprise programme for the 1JS and CE children in year six.
This was run over several weeks with the support of FIDC and Falkland Islands Company. It
culminated in an evening event where all the teams presented their business projects to the
judges.

There's been a significant amount of careers work throughout the period, in March, there was
a very busy Careers Fair for all FICS students, which was well supported by businesses and
employers from across the islands and gave students a good insight into careers open to them
in the future.

The year 10 students participated in a week's work experience in April, which will help them
better understand the world of work. Successful business breakfasts were held for both year
11 and Further Education and Higher Education students to build their network with local
employers.

In March, a team from Western College SEND Centre of Excellence visited the islands to
review our SEND, Special Educational Needs and Disabilities provision in both schools and also
SHIELD. The report was received in June and presented to the Education Board. It identifies
many strengths in delivery and also provides stretch and challenge for existing practice to
enhance provision in the future. The report has been shared with staff and parents and in the
coming first term of the new academic year, an action plan will be drawn up collaboratively.
The action plan and progress on it will be regularly reported to the Education Board.
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The annual Susan Whitley Art and Craft Exhibition was held in June, the standard of work was
excellent and the events were very well attended with extremely positive feedback. Feedback
on the event was also sent on to Susan Whitley’s family in the UK.

Turning to CDS I'm pleased to report that at the end of the 2022-23 financial year, all of the
CDS budget has been spent on enabling long term residents to develop new skills, which are
valuable to the future development of the islands. This is the second year that this budget has
been fully spent and there's a steady flow of applicants to study a wide range of courses;
everything from asbestos surveying to urban planning. And an evaluation and report on the
year will be made as part of the Education Annual Report, which will go to the Education
Board in September and then come on to ExCo.

In recent months, the Education team have been taking the opportunity to expand its
network in the UK, across other British Overseas Territories and in South America. The
Director of Education regularly attends the Islands Education Network, a virtual meeting of
education lists from islands across the UK and OTs with a focus on students of 16 years and
over, and on vocational learning, making useful connections to help us develop our offer here.

Recently, links have been made with the University of Gibraltar and the Director and the
Careers Team have met with colleagues at that University to discuss opportunity for Falkland
Island students in the future.

Our schools have also been building the South American Connections, meeting with the
British schools in Montevideo and planning a teacher exchange during 2024 with a longer
term aim of organising pupil exchanges as well.

This has been a brief review of activities from the teams across the Education Directorate.
They work extremely hard to deliver a high standard of education and training for our
children, young people and adults and I'm sure MLAs will join me in recognising those
achievements, and in particular, the achievements of our students and thanking staff for the
positive difference they make.

It's also an opportunity to briefly update the House on the activities of the Falkland Islands
Junior Ambassador programme, and I'm grateful to the FIGO Deputy Representative for the
information and for his work with this programme. In the last financial year we had six Junior
Ambassadors, Hannah McPhee in Belfast, Tasmin MclLeod in London, Nikki Wilkes in
Lemington Spa, Craig Lewis in Munich, Benjamin Bahamondez-Westavino in Winchester and
Marvis Chipunza, here in the Falklands.

In March of this year, Miss McPhee resigned from the role due to the time pressures and her
academic studies. All others with the exception of Miss McLeod wish to continue in the
programme and the new financial year, and our thanks to Tasman and Hannah, for their time
as Junior Ambassadors.

Events attended by these young people through the year included the FIGO annual reception
and the joint Ministerial Council Reception. Miss McPhee spoke confidently and eloquently at
a conference at Queen's University in Belfast, entitled "To the Falkland Islands; 40 years of
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Progress, Environment and Science’. She focused on the importance of the Islands
environment, and is complemented well with the other speakers.

Mr Lewis was part of a very memorable six person team of young Islanders who performed at
the Royal British Legion Festival of Remembrance. This was televised on the BBC and
attracted a large watching audience.

Miss Wilkes and Miss Chipunza accompanied MLAs Birmingham and Short to the United
States and Canada earlier this year, primarily to attend to the C24 Special Committee on
Decolonization. And | know the feedback from the MLAs that they accompanied was that they
were superb.

It was decided earlier this year; there should be some changes to eligibility and processes for
the Junior Ambassador programme and as part of this, the age has been capped at 25 and the
budget for this programme has been moved from Gilbert House to the Government Office in
London.

A further recruitment round has recently been undertaken, and | would urge all our young
people, whether they're studying overseas or here in the Islands, to consider taking up what is
an incredible opportunity not just to learn, but also to represent their country. And our
thanks, | think should go to all the Junior Ambassadors for their commitment and passion for
the Falklands. | think there is little more powerful than hearing young people talk about their
home and it's a valuable and incredibly effective way of sharing our message. Thank you Mr
Speaker.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for her report
and I'd like to congratulate those students in achieving their results. | just wondered whether
or not there was any comparison to the achievements of students in other schools in the UK
so that we can measure the performance of the senior school. | know there were concerns in
the past about the standard of education there. | think we should continue that monitoring,
to see that we are giving our students the best possible chance of attaining good grades in the
future and it would be useful to have some feedback on that in the future.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Yes, | don't know that we have sort of direct comparisons with other
schools in particular, but certainly we compared well to the overall performance and
outcomes from UK students, where the top grades declined by 17% whereas ours is went up
by 10% in the number of top grades achieved. So | think it has been a very, very good year.
But those comparisons and that sort of data is always useful to have and so | will feed that
back to the Director.

The Honourable Mark Pollard
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Thank you, Mr Speaker, | think it's useful to compare, although we do have a small sample
size here, but given the context and the additional burdens on some of the youngsters sitting
GCSEs and getting such great results, it's great to see. They were the cohort affected most by
the pandemic, | believe, on the re-grading in the UK, making the exams more difficult, so to
see better results was it was fantastic.

And | congratulate them all for that and pass my thanks on to the teachers involved in
working towards that as well and everyone who's worked so hard for it.

Just on the on the CDS, the budget spent with CDS, which is which is really good news, it's
great to see that that has been fully utilised, for many years it wasn't. But | have a question of
my Honourable Colleague whether or not we're actually putting additional funding in or
whether that's a cut off and that's it, no more applications.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker. | know that last year, which was the first year that the CDS was fully
utilised, we had that discussion with the Directorate and made it clear that should there be
applications that were considered valid and worthwhile and right to support that we would
provide additional funding. | don't believe that that situation has changed, but | will double
check that there's not been an instruction that we're not aware of.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, I'd like to thank the Honourable Leona Roberts for that rather splendid report
from Education, and I'd like to join with the previous speakers in celebrating the exam results
that our youngsters have achieved now, it's awesome, it really is and, of course, they are the
future. And | very much look forward to watching them as they progress through their
education and their careers and hopefully one day sitting around this table.

| also do have to echo what you said about young ambassadors; having had direct experience
of taking 2 to C24, Canada, Nikki Wilks, and Marvis Chipunza, they were worth their weight in
gold, the message they deliver is far more powerful than some wrinkly old politician. So | do
pay a huge amount of respect for them.

| do have one question though, students overseas a month or two ago now, seem to be
experiencing some financial difficulties and they seem to be more geographical within the UK
itself to one part of the UK, do you know whether we managed to get a result on that one and
sort the problem out?

The Honourable Leona Roberts
Thank you, Mr Speaker. | would like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his very positive

comments, well, all my Honourable Colleagues, for the positive comments about our young
people, | completely agree.
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On the question of finances, | think the teams have been working quite closely with students
trying to understand where there are issues and where there can be some resolution. | don't
know, | have to admit, having just come back from recess, | don't know that everything is
completely tied up. But certainly there is full commitment to supporting our young people;
we want them to be able to focus on their studies. We invest a lot in them. And | know that
there's no lack of desire to support them.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker, | was just going to confirm, so the CDS is still open for business, if
anyone's listening.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, | was going speak to the CDS, but also to congratulate all students, including our
adult learners, who have taken on that professional development using CDS, and or other
means to improve the skills for the Islands. There was a recent awards evening, a number of
those people were celebrated, but there's a lot of people doing a lot to advance themselves
which supports this country, so just to acknowledge that.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise a comment on that portfolio report?

The Honourable Peter Biggs

| would just like to join my Honourable Colleagues in congratulating the students involved and
the teachers in the other Education department workers, in a very successful year.

Mr Speaker

Any other comments? No.

Deputy Clerk of the Legislative Assembly
Order of the day: Bills.

Supplementary Appropriation (2023-24) Bill 2023. This Bill has not been gazetted and we go
to the first reading.

The Honourable Financial Secretary
Mr Speaker, | beg to move the first reading of the bill.
Mr Speaker

Thank you, and the Honourable Roger Spink?
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Mr Speaker
Mr Speaker | second the bill.
Mr Speaker

Thank you. The motion is the Bill be read a first time. Is there any objection to that motion?
With no objection the bill will be read a first time.

Deputy Clerk of the Assembly

Supplementary Appropriation (2023-2024) Bill 2023.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, this Bill provides for supplementary expenditure in 2023-24 of £2,318,446
pounds. These funds relate to carry overs of unspent funds from the 2022-23 financial year,
including 1.8 million pounds worth of accruals which is where FIG were awaiting invoices and
final charges to come through for services and goods which were received in the previous
financial year. A full departmental breakdown is included in the schedule to the bill. Mr
Speaker, | beg to move that the bill be read a second time.

Mr Speaker

Thank you. And the Honourable Roger Spink?

The Honourable Roger Spink

Thank you Mr Speaker, | second the motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you. Honourable Members the motion is the bill will be read a second time. Does any
Honourable Member wish to speak to that motion? There is no debate. Is there any objection
to taking this by the short procedure? There is no objection. Does any Honourable Member
wish to propose any amendment to the bill? There are no amendments. | declare the bill will
be read for a third time and do pass

Deputy Clerk of the Assembly

Supplementary Appropriation (2023-2024) Bill 2023.

Motion for adjournment.

The Honourable Chief Executive

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 31 August 2023
49



Mr Speaker, | beg to move that this House stands adjourned sine die.
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Glad | could get in there Mr Speaker, and beat the rush. Mr Speaker | just wanted to talk
briefly about sport in the Falkland Islands. So | was lucky enough to attend the Island Games
and to speak to those involved in the Shearing, and Island Games and Ice Hockey last
weekend, as well as compete in the darts tournament. The darts has seen a huge resurgence
with 119 competitors upstairs on Saturday night, and my Honourable Colleague
commentating as well ably. So that was taking place in the SAAS tournament.

The Shearing, the Island games, Ice hockey, bowles and the Gold Coast at the moment. We
have strong representation, representing the Islands overseas. | think sport has a unique
ability, it unites people from different cultures and backgrounds. It brings people together.
The diversity that makes up our islands is reflected in our sports teams. It also improves the
physical and mental health of our community; it creates and forges bonds and friendships. It
teaches leadership, teamwork, and the benefits of hard work to people of all ages.

We're working with the National Sports Council to continue to deliver on the national sport
strategies main aims of ensuring sport for all, achieving sporting excellence, and safeguarding
and strengthening of sport. But the one thing that’s perhaps the most important thing for me
that | take away from my recent interactions with sport within the Falkland Islands and
externally as well, is that people competing and representing the Falklands overseas are
representing their country, so their family and friends, they inspire and lift those of us still
here in the Islands.

But they also showcase to the rest of the world that Falkland Islanders are a people, a diverse
people with the right to determine our own future. And for that reason | wanted to make sure
| took this chance to publicly thank anyone who has been competing or indeed all of those
other people who help those who are competing to be able to compete. So thank you very
much Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to speak for the motion of adjournment, serves
me right for not getting in first as MLA Pollard has gazumped me well and truly on the first
part, no I'd just like to echo what he said about everybody who represents the Falklands in
sport, whether it be here in the Islands or overseas.

And | was going to talk a lot about the hockey team of course over in Punta Arenas, but | just
like to pay tribute if | may to everybody who took part in that, not just the people who were
playing but also those who went over and helped and looked after the youngsters because
their parents perhaps couldn't go through work commitments. It was a real team effort; it
was a real celebration festival that took part over there. | know old friendships have been
renewed, new ones made.
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And | also have to pay tribute to another commentator and that is Marcus ‘Many Hats’
Morrison who, who started off his commentaries over in Punta Arenas absolutely brilliant and
just got better with every commentary. So huge shout out to him and everybody involved in
in the hockey and certainly likewise the SAAS sponsored Governor's Cup. It was awesome. It
was a cracking games; | think some of the best games I've seen actually was on that night and
even | got slightly dewy-eyed when Ella Crowie won the ladies Rose Bow! with her mother's
darts, the old feather flighted darts and that was an absolutely beautiful moment.

Moving on to other things, though, at the end of September, we'll see our first tour vessel
arriving here in the Falklands and | got to say a huge thank you to PWD for the work that they
are undertaking at the public jetty to give the FIG shelters a good facelift and I'm told that if
time and materials allow they will also be turning their attention to the hut on the jetty,
which is not the prettiest of things on Stanley's waterfront at the moment.

They're also having to fabricate two new doors for the disabled loo’s at the Jetty Centre,
“drop in convenience” one called that, which | hope will be in situ very, very soon so | do
thank them for that. I'm afraid though our hope of getting the public jetty pontoon sorted out
before the start of the season has failed. The main work at the public jetty suffered due to a
lack of a contractor, and thus having to be popped on the end of list of contracts to be done.
We have to take our turn, which is something that we're not alone in suffering, as we have
too much that we want to get done and too few contractors and people to undertake the
work instantly, unless of course, it's a real emergency.

Moving on to what is lovingly known as the wobbly pontoon or to give it its proper name the
finger pontoon, whilst this could have been ready to be replaced during this season, the
decision was taken to hold off until the end of the season, as if the old one had been removed
and any difficulty encountered putting the new one in place, it would have meant no finger
pontoon at all at a time when there are going to be days when we shall need every landing
stage we can get our hands on and that's including the FIC jetty as well.

Now, | know I've touched on this before in this House, it isn't my portfolio, but it will impact
greatly upon it. And that is avian flu, birds are heading south again, there is a possibility of
seals fetching it over as quite large numbers of seals have been succumbing to this in
Argentina and it probably will be the season when it arrives. | can only repeat what I've said
before; we must all remain vigilant and maintain foot-baths, etc. And we can only really
control what we can control and this is one area where we can do something and, of course,
birds and seals, etc know no borders.

And | know that the public have been super vigilant and are reporting anything suspicious and
please continue to do so. Our Veterinary Department stands ready with a carefully thought
through plan of action when the moment arrives. I'm sure there will be information being put
out to the public about the need for vigilance both from the Falklands Government and NGOs.
And | know that Zoe our chief vet is due to update MLAs on where we stand during
September.

Unfortunately, | won't be here in the Falklands for the briefing, but | am sure that | will be
kept up to speed on what was said. The policy team also stands ready to work on assistance
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measures and proposals if an avian flu outbreak means hardships for those dependent on the
tourists dollar.

Finally though, | want to end on a good news story, or | think it is and if MLA Birmingham
were here, | know that he would be commenting on this piece of news from the hospital,
probably with a happy smile on his lips. People are starting to get their dates to travel north,
for joint replacements in the UK. From the bottom of my heart, | have to thank MLA John
Birmingham for really pushing this, you had my full support from day one, but the credit is all
his and also to the staff involved at the KEMH for the work that they had to do to try and get
proposals ready in pretty short order, and also to my fellow MLAs for whipping out their
collective wallet and funding what we asked for.

It is going to take time to work through the backlog and we are in the same position as the UK
themselves; they have a huge backlog and are now going down the private healthcare route
as well. But luckily, we actually beat them to it. To those who are waiting, | can only apologise
for the time that you have had to suffer. But ask that you are patient as the KEMH and our
providers in the UK work out times and date when they when they can accept patients and it
may be that the Spire will not accept all patients that we want to send them and those will
have to go down the NHS route. But at last progress is being made and there is light at the
end of the tunnel. | support the motion.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you Mr Speaker. Yes, | too have been entirely gazumped; the only thing | really wanted
to touch on in my adjournment speech this month was our sports people. And | know that |
spoke last month about the Island Games competitors and the absolute joy that that brought
to our winter. But | think the same is absolutely true for our ice hockey team who have
performed so incredibly in Punta Arenas.

And | think social media is the devil most of the time, but to be perfectly honest, just being
able to keep up with the events over there and see the incredible performances and that
wonderful spirit of competitiveness and camaraderie and pride in the Falklands, it really does
lift even the most cynical of hearts, and | would thank them and congratulate them, not just
the players, but also all the teams that support them, the families that give up so much and
actually fund some substantial equipment.

But | think it is wonderful, it's good for the Falklands it's good for the community. | was sorry
that | was overseas when the Welcome Back Reception was held for the Island Games
competitors, but | hope they know that they have they have my full support and greatest
admiration, and long may all this continue. | think we have wonderful people who get out
there, fly the Falklands flag and do us all proud. So thank you, Mr Speaker. | support the
motion.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Mr Speaker, | too would just like to align myself with congratulating our competitors both
locally and overseas, | think they did a stellar job. | won't take up too much oxygen by
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repeating what's been said. | think it's been very well explained. But thank you, | support the
motion.

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Mr Speaker | hope you forgive that | do not rise to support this motion because my image on
the monitor would be rather strange if | did. There's one thing | can take out of this meeting
today; many great thoughts and points contained is the relative unity of opinion on the
problems of housing and the express willingness of my Honourable Colleagues to try and
improve this difficult subject that can be something we can take. | support the motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, Honourable Members. That concludes the business for today. The House stands
adjourned accordingly.
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