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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly
Thursday 27 July 2023

Prayers
Mr Speaker
Please be seated. Honourable Members, ladies and gentlemen and especially Members of the
Youth Parliament, welcome to this sitting of the Legislative Assembly, and my usual reminder
please that all mobile phones and other electronic equipment to be turned to silent or turned
off.
Clerk of the Assembly
Confirmation of the Legislative Assembly Record 31 May 2023.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, | have before me a record of that last meeting of the Assembly, is it your
wish that | sign it as a true record?

Members of the Legislative Assembly

Yes

Clerk of the Assembly

Motions

Motion number 7 of 2023 by the Honourable Leona Roberts

That this House agrees to suspend Standing Order 5(2) for this sitting of the Legislative
Assembly to enable the Assembly to take Motions, of which notice has been given pursuant to
Standing Order 43, out of order.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Mr Speaker, | propose the Motion.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion
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Mr Speaker

Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no Objection, that Standing Order is
suspended.

Motion number 8 of 2023 by the Honourable Leona Roberts
That this House endorses the view of the Youth Parliament:

1. That the mental health and wellbeing of young people and children should be
recognised as an important issue for the Falklands.

2. Acknowledges the work already being undertaken by the Health & Social Services and
the Education Directorate to support young people’s mental health, but commits to
developing this further — for example, expanding the mental health clinician capacity in
schools, improving the room available in the FICS, and producing an awareness
campaign.

3. Andrequests that the Honourable Chief Executive report back to this House on progress
within six months.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker, and thank you in particular for giving permission for our Youth
Parliament to address the House today, it is a rare privilege offered to very few and | know that
the children recognise this and are extremely grateful.

| will leave the young people to explain to you how the Youth Parliament came to be and to
present their Motion, however, | must take the opportunity to say publicly and to this Assembly,
how proud | am of this group. They chose a challenging theme for their Parliament and have
work hard on this over the course of the past 10 months. Their commitment is borne of the
desire to bring about positive change and to make their opinions heard.

Increasing understanding of democracy and developing greater engagement strengthens our
society and builds for the future, | believe it is incumbent upon us all to encourage and to
demonstrate that whatever your age, your voice is valued in our community and you can make
a difference.

Mr Speaker, these fantastic young people have been an absolute joy to work with and their
lively discussion, enthusiasm and passion has frequently renewed my belief in humanity and
given me hope for the future even on some fairly long hard weeks. | would also take the
opportunity to thank Miss Debbie James for her commitment to the youth Parliament without
which we would not have been able to achieve some of this and would have been much poorer.

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, it really is an absolute privilege to bring this Motion to the
House and to introduce these fantastic young people, our Youth Parliament of 2022-2023. We
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have a couple of Members missing, Finlay Clausen and Sophie Sowman are out of the Islands
but have been fully engaged and wonderful members of the group.

And so, | will hand over now, if | could list their names for the record:

Master Micah Joseph-Hersee
Miss Shammah Tandare
Miss Deanna Roberts
Miss Erine Kamoto
Master Ramiz Rao

Miss Alexia Davis
Master Harry Lockley
Miss Ella Jonas

Miss Esme Horton

Miss Sophie McLean
Master Daniel Lee

Mr Speaker
Honourable Members, | invite the Members of the Youth Parliament to address the House.
Master Micah Joseph-Hersee

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members — thank you for allowing the Youth Parliament to address
the House. We know that it is unusual for people who are not members of the Assembly to be
able to do this and we are really proud to have this opportunity to tell you about the aims of
the Youth Parliament and to ask for specific actions to be taken by Government.

At the start of this school year, a presentation about the forming of a Youth Parliament was
given to FICS students. The Pastoral Care lead, Miss James, and MLA Roberts described how the
Youth Parliament might work and invited students to join.

We all joined because we want our views to be heard, because we are interested in politics and
want to try to make a difference for young people and our community. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Miss Shammah Tandare

Mr Speaker - The Youth Parliament was formed in September 2022. We are aged between 11
and 14 years old. We meet every Tuesday during the school term. There are usually about 12
of us, although some of our original members have left the Falkland Islands. There are also
Youth Parliament members that are overseas at the moment, so can’t be here. | personally
joined because | want to make the Falklands an even better place to live and to make sure
young people get support if they need it. Thank you, Mr Speaker.
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Miss Deanna Roberts

Mr Speaker - In the months since we formed, the Youth Parliament has learned about the
Legislative Assembly and how MLAs work to make policies and decisions which affect the
Falklands. We have had meetings with young people who have all represented the Falklands at
the International Commonwealth Youth Parliament. We were interviewed by Falklands Radio
and the Penguin News, met with MLAs Birmingham and Pollard, and had a tour of Government
House and lunch with the Governor, Her Excellency Alison Blake. Thank you too, Mr. Speaker,
for taking the time to meet with us to discuss our Motion.

Miss Eirine Kamoto

Mr Speaker - When the Falkland Islands All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) visited the Islands
last year we were able to spend almost 1% hours asking them questions. It was really brilliant
and we gained a lot from being able to meet with UK Members of Parliament and Members of
the House of Lords. We questioned them pretty hard about what they do, how they got into
politics and what their aims are. We also discussed with them how Parliament works and why
they seem to behave in such a rowdy way in Prime Minister’s Questions. Thank you, Mr
Speaker.

Master Ramiz Rao

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members - In our first session we talked about what theme we would
choose for the year. We all made anonymous suggestions and then took a vote — the majority
voted for Mental Health & Wellbeing. We chose this as our theme because we know that there
are a lot of young people who struggle with their mental health. Sometimes people can feel
stressed, anxious, embarrassed or even ashamed about this and that can stop them from asking
for help.

By talking more about young people’s mental health, we want to try to raise awareness, reduce
stigma and make sure everyone can get support when they need it. As part of this, we arranged
for posters to be put around the school and also gave a presentation during the school
Assembly.

Miss Alexia Davis

Mr Speaker - To learn more about what help is available at the moment, we had meetings with
the Emotional Services Wellbeing Team — Dr. Neti Murphy, Stevie Burrell and a follow-up with
Charlotte Bury and Erica Phiri. They were all really encouraging and generous with their time.

The Youth Parliament would like to thank the Education team and the Wellbeing team for
everything that they do — not just for young people but for everyone. We know that they work
really hard but have a limited number of people —we don’t want our requests for more support
to be seen as a criticism of these teams, who we know are doing their best to help everyone.

Mental Health can be a real problem for many young people at some point in our lives —
sometimes because of family issues, school, or concerns about the world we are living in.
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Master Harry Lockley

Mr Speaker - We have taken steps ourselves to raise awareness of our topic in the school, with
a poster campaign and presentation to the school assembly. The poster campaign got people
talking and we got some interesting graffiti, which we think highlights the importance of getting
the messaging right.

But we can only do so much ourselves, so we have some specific requests for Honourable
Members to consider. We hope that these will get your support and that you and the Falkland
Islands Government will commit to trying to do more for young people’s mental health and
wellbeing.

Miss Ella Jonas

So, Mr. Speaker - what do we want? At the moment, the School Nurse’s room at the FICS is
right by the reception and the main entrance to the school. It is a very small space, which might
be okay, but it is not private and anyone can see who is there or waiting to go in. Also, the door
has gaps so it would be easy to hear what someone is talking about.

We would ask for Government to look at setting up a different area for the School Nurse’s room
to make it feel like a safer space for students who are having difficulties and need to be able to
talk freely.

Miss Esme Horton

Mr Speaker - The School Nurse is only able to spend 1% days in the Community school and so
it can be hard for people to get appointments to talk to her. Would it be possible to expand the
time that the School Nurse is available in the schools or so there is more flexibility for her to
see people? We know that this is limited by the number of people in the Wellbeing team and
so this may be difficult, but we believe that there is a need for more hours. If not the School
Nurse, then could there be extra help from a Support Worker?

Miss Sophie McLean

Mr Speaker - We think it would also be helpful if there was a campaign about young people’s
mental health, to raise awareness amongst children and also their families, friends and the
whole community. The Youth Parliament would be very happy to help and to work with the
government officers to try to do this in a way which is interesting and in the least annoying way.

Master Daniel Lee
Mr. Speaker, to sum up our key points:

- Through the Youth Parliament, we have learned about politics and our system of
government in the Falklands, and how we deal with mental health and wellbeing. We
have also developed our skills in debating, public speaking and problem solving.
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- We are grateful to the people who have taken the time to work with us and to listen to
our concerns.

- ltisreally important to us that we see some outcomes from the work that we’ve done.
We hope that you will support our Motion and find ways to action our requests — that
will reinforce our belief in our system and encourage us to continue to express our
voices. We look to forward to your reply to the Assembly in 6 months.

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members - Thank you for listening to us. We would be happy to try
to answer any questions that you or Government officers might have.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker, | can only echo some of the words of my colleague, MLA Leona Roberts.
What an incredibly busy programme of activities and how incredibly proud we all are and the
Community to hear you advocating not just for your peers but for the whole community as a
result and for the future.

Your request for more privacy and support in a mental health campaign and certainly the
diplomacy you have exercised in recognising that the mental health service provision has come
along way in a few years and that it needs to keep going forward further, is certainly well heard
by me and I’'m sure many around this room and | would like to thank you for your strength and
persistence in bringing this to the House. Thank you so much.

| did share two questions with the Youth Parliament in advance so hopefully they could prepare
an answer to it as | really believe this is an important topic and taking this opportunity to be
able share more about mental health concerns and the support available for our young people
is an important thing to share with the whole community over these airwaves.

My first question Mr Speaker would be, whether they would like to share examples of worries
that they or their peers are facing that are having a negative impact upon their health.

Master Daniel Lee

Mr Speaker, an example that we would like to present would be say, the upcoming holidays
and other such occasions, food supplies are harder to get for some children, when say, their
parents go away, whether that is to another farm or another country. We were wondering
whether there was perhaps a place where we could eat for particularly cheap price, like in the
UK where they can get their meal for about £1.

Another example I'd like to present (I’'m brushing over these quickly to save some time) | believe
that bullying is on the rise in the school, | have personally witnessed some people being dragged
along the pitch by their bags and it seems to have gone on for a fairly long while and not much
was done about it until the person who was being bullied was finally able to go and ask for
some help.
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Another example is with the modernisation of the education system, digital homework, so
online, is a lot harder to do because it tends to be slow, quite hard to access and you have to
stay up late to get it done so that can be quite challenging and the stress of that.

There is also a lack of access to the Social Services after school hours, not many young people
know how to ask for help if they need it after school, and the school nurse is only in school for
a short amount of time each week. We were wondering if perhaps there was a way around
this.

If it is alright, | would like to pass this over to Ramiz now as he has some other examples. Thank
you.

Master Ramiz Rao

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members in addition to what Daniel has said, in this day and age the
mental health of young people is a big cause for concern, especially with social media. Since
most teenagers use social media there is always the pressure of fitting in and being up to date
with the newest trends which are changing at a pace which is hard to keep up with. For
example, having the latest phone or cool shoes, this puts undue pressure on young minds and
often leads to depression and an inferiority complex. Furthermore, another big challenge for
young adults and teenagers is climate change, the crisis of climate change is worsening at an
alarming rate. We are bombarded with news such as a world where there would be no polar
bears, increased droughts, floods, food shortages and unpredictable weather patterns. This all
sounds apocalyptic and can take a serious toll on a young person’s mental health, as if that was
not enough, the world has been brought back into the chaos of war. With all of these problems,
the problems Daniel mentioned earlier and so much more it is quite clear why the mental health
of young people has never been at greater risk.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you very much Mr Speaker, can | just clarify, | have a general comment to make, | have
obviously to vote on the Motion and | also have a question. Would you like all three at the
same time, or would you prefer | split them up into separate pieces.

Mr Speaker

The first two certainly, and the vote will be taken at the end of the session, the end of this part.
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you very much Mr Speaker, so first of all | would like to thank the Youth Parliament for
coming today and presenting an incredible relevant and important topic, it takes courage to
stand up and make your views know, especially when you don’t know how they are going to be

received.

For me it is probably going to be a very easy Motion to support, if we want our youngsters to
grow to well rounded, healthy, positive contributing adults then they have to be able to cope
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with the pressures of life. Good mental and physical health are corner stones for assisting in
this development. Our youngsters know their own lives and so are in the best place to inform
us where positive change fits best or best fits, | would urge the Honourable Chief Executive to
ensure he uses the Youth Parliament or a similar group to inform the work throughout the
process should the Motion be approved.

My question for the Youth Parliament is do Members of the Youth Parliament believe that they
should bring forth a Motion every year for us to consider to debate? Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Miss Shammah Tandare

Mr Speaker, we believe that this would be a good idea so that have an avenue or channel to
get our voices heard, also to understand more about how the Legislative Assembly works and
to give young people a voice. Mr Speaker, if the House would like to consider there is also the
possibility of having a Junior MLA on a yearly basis. Thank you.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker, as mentioned | had two questions, but | would first like to address some
of the utterly heart wrenching issues that have been raised by both responses to my question.
Food security and availability of fresh foods, knowing how to access, poor climate change, those
are all topics that will resonate throughout the rest of this session actually, we have got
substantives motions and questions in both of these areas, these are prevailing concerns for
our whole society and it’s sad but unfortunately too true that it’s also affecting our young
population as well. Bullying and how to access support and the effects of social media and
competition with peers, | would hope is something that this Motion will look to address, so
thank you for sharing a response to that question, please do through the form of this Youth
Parliament keep sharing these concerns so that we can pick them up. As MLA Pollard suggests,
quite aptly that we need to be regularly in closer contact with our young community to
understand what’s affecting them.

My second question to the Youth Parliament is — are there any stresses to the mental health of
young people or our children that we can directly ease as a Government. This is more talking
about things that we can do to support.

Miss Alexia Davies

Mr Speaker, we as a group believe that boredom is quite a big problem here in the Falklands as
for the younger generation, there isn’t much to do, which can drain the motivation of people.
Again, food is quite an important problem for us, because it’s expensive, there is not a lot of it
and a lot of the time it isn’t the best quality either which can lead to malnutrition which can
affect your physical health. Longer term it can affect your mental health as well. This is mostly
cost of living, shipping prices, they can be quite expensive, like to what you are shipping in, this
can also lead to second hand guilt, what | mean by that is, if you know your family is struggling
financially then you won’t want to ask for things because you will feel guilty, you feel like you
are taking away from money that can be put into food, or to clothes that can be shipped in. this
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can stress you out especially if parents are spending a lot of time working, which results in not
spending enough time with parents which can affect you mentally as well.

Another problem we believe there is, is with Social Services Team, because when rules are
made, we feel that children should be taken more into consideration and we also believe that
there should always be someone ready to pick up the phone when needed. Thank you.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker, | was again to address the response to that question, it is incredibly
important to hear and | would say some incredibly good points about second hand guilt and
lack of family time due to people working more. | think, those are probably core issues that
probably bubble under the surface that no one really thinks about when we are dealing with a
cost of living situation such as we are and the effect that it has on our children. Thank you so
much for sharing and answer to that question it was incredibly, incredibly pertinent.

My last question, | realise is probably not aimed at the Youth Parliament but more at our MLA
who has the responsibility for the health portfolio. What are the current waiting times for
young people to receive mental health support treatment once they have been assessed. That
was to MLA Birmingham.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members and guests, | did get a lengthy reply which | believe the
Honourable Member, MLA Barkman presumably received as well, yes | think it was addressed
to you and what it did was outline the measures that have been taken and also connections
with various parts of the Health Service and if anybody wishes to see what is a very lengthy
reply, it boils down to one thing — which is they are there to help — there is help available and
what you have to do (for anyone who is listening) is to talk to a trusted person and they will put
you on the right track.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members and Members of the Youth Parliament. | actually wonder
whether | might be able to transfer to your Youth Parliament as | notice that you can get away
without wearing a tie.

| would just like to thank the Youth Parliament for coming along today and putting this Motion
and also to MLA Leona Roberts (across the great divide) and also Miss Debbie James for the
hours they have put in and the work that they have done. | really do have to thank you, this
group is a real credit to you guys, and you are a real credit to yourselves actually, | couldn’t have
done what you are doing at your age, | just couldn’t not in a million years.

Today is really about you, the Youth Parliament and | have to admit that | am a bit of a dinosaur,
| actually come from a different century and things were way different in my day and this is an
eye opener for me to listen to what you are saying today and that the pressure you have are
totally different to what | experienced. We certainly had bullying, pressures of exams and
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keeping up in class (which I didn’t by the way) and some would also have parental pressures as
well, but we only had the radio for news, we entertained ourselves. Nowadays it is of course a
whole different ball game with internet, instant news, there is lots on the internet, probably
just as much fake news as there is real news and that was one of the questions that | was going
to pose to you, but | think you have answered as such, that the effects of the internet and also
instance communication. | believe, there is such a thing as cyberbullying that can happen, but
| was also very, very interested in the observations you made about food. Something, we all
take for granted, which | hadn’t realised perhaps played such a large part in some of the mental
anguish that some are feeling, but also the location of the room. The physical state just of the
door, this is quite important stuff, | would say | have to thank you for fetching those points to
us and | certainly wish you well, and | for one will be supporting this and | have your back. |
have to say before | sit down, that | can talk modern — you guys are well groovy and you rock!
Thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, Members of the Youth Parliament. | think you have
expressed some concerns about the future, | really think you have demonstrated today,
particularly if you continue to take part in the politics of the Falklands that the future will be in
very good hands. | think you have done an excellent job — you really have — you have made a
very compelling case for the Motion and | have no compunction in supporting your Motion. |
would like to thank you all for all the work that you have done and all of the people that have
supported you over the months. | know that there has been a lot of work put into this and we
look forward to seeing you back in the future and for you to participate in democracy that is
the Falklands in the future as you progress in your careers. Thank you.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, guests and Members of the Youth Parliament. I'm very pleased also to be a
seconder to this Motion and | would like to echo the words by all of the Honourable Members
around this Table, even across the great divide to the previous century. There is a question
that | would like you to think about and that is “How do you eat an elephant?” You eat an
elephant bit by bit. Life is a bit like that, you have to take it bit by bit. The only two things that
| would say — there is assistance, nobody needs to be alone and if anybody feels that its
stressful, believe it or not | would suggest that everybody around this table gets a little bit
stressed on occasion.

Just an example would be, | was in London 6 weeks ago and | was speaking on behalf of the
Falklands in Mr Speaker’s House in the House of Parliament and there were some very eminent
people there, nearly as distinguished as MLA Short across the great divide. We had Mr Speaker,
he gave a speech, Lord Goldsmith gave a speech, we had the Shadow Foreign Minister, he gave
a speech — Mr Lammy and then it was me, but that’s okay because it was a prepared speech,
so that was fine. The difficulty was I’'m just about to go up (seconds to go) and | put my hand
in my pocket and | had left my speech in the cloakroom. For those few seconds | can assure
you and then this hand came over my shoulder and it was the London Representative, Richard
who said, | have a spare one, so sometimes when you think that all is lost, it isn’t necessarily
so, there is always assistance, what you need to do is have the right people to approach.
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| am very happy to support this Motion.
Miss Debbie James

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, the fantastic Youth Parliament. | just want to say thank you
very much for allowing the children to come and stand here today to share their Motion. We
have had support from all of the MLAs, we have unending support from MLA Leona Roberts,
she has been there even with EXCO, she has actually popped into school for 5 minutes to make
sure that the students are aware that she is still available.

| would like to thank the Education Directorate, Sarah Stannard since she has been here, the
Youth Parliament has been one of the main focus, one of the priorities for the Education
Department and that falls under both MLA Leona Roberts and Sarah Stannard and both have
shown a commitment to ensuring that young people have their voices heard. So, | would like
to thank not just the House, Mr Speaker and Honourable Members, but the Education
Directorate and personally MLA Leona Roberts for the support that has been given to the
children to be able to voice their concerns. Thank you.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you Mr Speaker, | didn’t wish to add much, | just wanted to extend my thanks to MLA
Roberts for bringing this group forward here today, to Debbie James and Sarah Stannard for
your support for them as Debbie has outlined, but to thank our Youth Parliamentarians for their
honest words because that’s what democracy benefits the most from, honesty and
accountability and it is absolutely fabulous to feel that in the room and for us all to leave with
new information, that only comes from the voices of our young people. Thank you, Mr Speaker,
that is all | wish to say.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker, | will be brief. | would just once again thank this tremendous group of
young people who | think did us all proud today. You spoke beautifully, clearly, eloquently,
passionately and | think your messages have been heard.

There are some very specific things there that | think we will take away from your Motion and
your words today and, of course, we do have the formal requests that are coming through the
Motion as well and I’'m sure we will hear back from the Government on in 6 months or even
before, but we will definitely try to progress that.

| would thank my Honourable Colleagues for their words of support too, because | think we
recognise how difficult it is and some of us have been doing this for years now, it is still not easy
to get on your feet in public and to speak and, to do it when you are 11-14 is absolutely
extraordinary and | hope your families are all incredibly proud of you. They should be, you’ve
done an incredible thing here today.
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| thank my Honourable Colleague, the Honourable Teslyn Barkman, actually, | thank all my
Honourable Colleagues, but this specific question was from MLA Pollard about whether this is
something that can be repeated. | think that is a discussion that can be had. The Youth
Parliament, will either be new faces next year, some of you may not continue, | hope you do,
but there will be other topics, when you put forward your original suggestions and there were
a few that voted for Mental Health and Wellbeing, but there are other things some of which
we have touched on here today — Climate change, the Environment and so on. | think thatis a
discussion for us to have.

In wholeheartedly putting forward this Motion, Mr Speaker, | am delighted to do so, | think it
has been quite a prestigious day for this House as well to have young voices expressed here.
Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker
Honourable Members, the Motion before the House is that:
That this House endorses the view of the Youth Parliament:

1. That the mental health and wellbeing of young people and children should be
recognised as an important issue for the Falklands.

2. Acknowledges the work already being undertaken by the Health & Social Services and
the Education Directorate to support young people’s mental health, but commits to
developing this further — for example, expanding the mental health clinician capacity in
schools, improving the room available in the FICS, and producing an awareness
campaign.

3. Andrequests that the Honourable Chief Executive report back to this House on progress
within six months.

Is there any objection to passing this Motion? There is no objection. That Motion is carried. |
thank the Members of the Youth Parliament for putting it forward. You have done well! Thank
you for your attendance.

Clerk of the Assembly
Papers to be Laid on the Table by the Acting Chief Executive.

Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last sitting
of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the Interpretation
and General Clauses Ordinance 1977.

e Customs Resolution 2023

In accordance with the Financial Assistance Ordinance 2023, sections 4(2) — Income support
operational manual, 12(2) — Winter fuel allowance policy and 15(2) — Attendance allowance

policy:
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The Attendance Allowance Policy
The Winter Fuel Allowance Policy

In accordance with Section 80 (2) of the Constitution the update from the Public Accounts
Committee in respect of internal audit reports:

e 8/23 Payroll: Overtime & Allowances — Satisfactory rating
e 9/23 Workforce Planning — Satisfactory Rating

In accordance with Section 80 of the Constitution the update from the Public Accounts
Committee in respect of audit reports:

e Falkland Islands Development Corporation Financial Statements Year End 30 June 2022
e Falkland Islands Government Financial Statements Year End 30 June 2022
e Falklands Landholding Corporation Financial Statements Year End 30 June 2022

e South Atlantic Environmental Research Institute Financial Statements Year End 30 June
2022

e Stanley Services Limited Financial Statements Year End 30 June 2022

In accordance with Section 80 of the Falkland Islands Constitution, section 57 of the Finance
and Audit Ordinance 1988 and Falkland Islands Tourism Ordinance 2014

e Falkland Islands Tourist Board Annual Report and Financial Statements year ended 30
June 2022

The Acting Chief Executive

Mr Speaker, | hereby lay the aforementioned Papers on the table.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) | move that the Customs Resolution 2023 be
noted. By way of explanation, this Resolution is made by Legislative Assembly to prescribe the
duties payable under Part X of the Customs Ordinance 2003 as detailed in the budget process.
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Mr Speaker | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Customs Resolution 2023 is noted. Does any

Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion? There is no debate. |s there any objection
to passing this Motion? There is no objection. The Resolution is noted.
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The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) | move that under the Financial Assistance
Ordinance 2023, sections 4(2), 12(2) and 15(2) the Attendance Allowance Policy and the Winter
Fuel Allowance Policy be noted.

By way of explanation, Attendance Allowance is designed to help people with long term
physical and mental health needs to secure the support they need to help with daily living,
where they are not receiving that support from the provision of public services. Attendance
Allowance is a non means tested financial benefit, to enable the claimant to pay another person
or a service to help them with their daily needs. In most circumstances, the level of allowance
paid is not determined on the basis of meeting the actual costs. An overall assessment of the
level of a person’s support needs determines which of three level of financial support they
receive. It is paid irrespective of the claimant’s employment or financial circumstances.

This guide will be published to assist people.

The winter fuel allowance is designed to help eligible applicants with the cost of heating their
main home in winter. The winter fuel allowance is income tested, based on total household
income. Eligible applicants with household incomes up to a specified threshold will receive the
full allowance. A partial allowance may be granted to applicants with household incomes above
that threshold.

The purpose of this guidance is to provide a framework for fair and transparent decision
making, and to outline the key processes involved.

The Honourable Gavin Short
Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.
Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that under the Financial Assistance Ordinance 2023, the
Attendance Allowance Policy and the Winter Fuel Allowance Policy are noted. Does any
Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion? There is no debate. |s there any objection
to passing this Motion? There is no objection. The policies are noted.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) | move that the updates from the Public
Accounts Committee on Internal audits and Audited Accounts as listed by the Clerk are noted.

On the 6% and 7t of June, the PAC wrote six letters to the Legislative Assembly following the
review of the matters outlined by the Clerk. The PAC considered the internal audits, 8/23
Payroll, Overtime and Allowances and 9/23 Workforce Planning, both of which the Committee
were content that the recommendations from Internal Audit are of a medium or low priority
and were advised that they are already being actioned.
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With regards to the Falkland Islands Development Corporation Financial Statements Year End
30 June 2022 and Falkland Islands Government Financial Statement Year End 30 June 2022
they were without recommendations.

Falklands Landholding Corporation Financial Statements Year End 30 June 2022, South Atlantic
Environmental Research Institute Financial Statements Year End 30 June 2022 and Stanley
Services Limited Financial Statements Year End 30 June 2022 the Committee had no comments.
The accounts are available to the public at the Public Accounts Committee’s premises on Dean
Street and are published on the website — www.pac.org.fk.

The Honourable Gavin Short
Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.
Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that Public Accounts Committee reports on internal audits
and audited accounts are noted.

Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion? There is no debate. |s there any
objection to passing this Motion? There is no objection. The Reports are noted.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) | move that the Falkland Islands Tourist Board
Annual Report and Financial Statements year ended 30 June 2022 is noted.

By way of explanation, the accounts are self-explanatory, but they contain an unqualified audit
report.

The Honourable Mark Pollard
Mr Speaker, | second the Motion
Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that Falkland Islands Tourist Board Annual Report and
Financial Statements year ended 30 June 2022 are noted.

Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion? There is no debate. |s there any
objection to passing this Motion? There is no objection. The Reports are noted

Clerk of the Assembly

Questions for Oral Response
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Question Number 39 of 2023 by Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Can the Honourable Leona Roberts please outline the next steps being undertaken by the
Environment department to introduce legislated marine managed and protected areas?

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker, noting that | am responding as Deputy to MLA Peter Biggs who is out
of the Islands at the moment and is the Portfolio holder. Due to the complexity of the work
required, and the number of other projects currently being managed by the Environment
Department, an invitation to tender for a Marine Protection and Managed Areas Advisor Service
was recently advertised to secure specialist support. This closed a few weeks ago and I'm
pleased to report that negotiations are underway with the preferred bidder. Once in place, the
extra support means that Marine Managed Areas policy development can accelerate, with the
bulk of the work expected over the next 12 months. Stakeholders and the public will continue
to be involved throughout the process, particularly at key stages.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker, | think it is important to get this information out there, which is why |
had asked the question today. Unfortunately, it does mean another 12 months to get the policy
work right to get this introduced, but | think it is important that we also keep a careful eye on
it as it has been a substantial amount of time and a long time coming, which | know is something
shared and echoed by my Honourable colleagues around the room. We do want to see this
come to fruition, we obviously want to get it right, but we want to get it done.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | would like to thank my Honourable Colleague for the
reply, but | think we have recently asked officers if we can actually have a project plan, because
obviously there is more than just this work, there is the legislation to be prepared etc., and this
project has certainly dragged for many, many years and | would like to see it before | end my
days if possible. Thank you.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker and | would definitely like to facilitate that for my Honourable
Colleague. Yes, | think we all recognise the importance of this piece of work and | think it has
suffered from additional pressures and workload in this department, and there is absolutely a
determination from the Environment Department to make sure that this is done properly and
we get to the right result, but | will chase up on the project plan because | think just to have
even a clear view of that and to understand what the next key moments will be, | think perhaps
will be reassuring for Members as well, so | thank my Honourable Colleagues.

Mr Speaker

Any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question? No.
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Clerk of the Assembly
Question Number 40 of 2023 by Honourable Teslyn Barkman
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Can the Honourable Mark Pollard update the House on plans for fresh produce imports
following the purchase of Stanley Growers, and what is next for Stanley Nurseries?

| think the importance of this question was really highlighted by the Youth Parliament earlier
about the availability, quality and price of the freshly produced goods as well as food security,
so | hope he finds the opportunity to respond in that vein.

The Honourable Mark Pollard
Mr Speaker, | would like to thank my Honourable Colleague for her question.

The Falkland Islands Government is committed to continuing to operate the Stanley Growers
business, including fresh imports. After the purchase has been formally completed there will
be a period in which Tim and Jan will provide support and information to enable a smooth
handover.

Stanley Nurseries will be amalgamated too, within Stanley Growers Limited prior to purchase,
and the business will be run as a single entity. Decisions about the future structure and
operation of the business will be made after FIG has a full understanding of all aspects of the
business.

Food security is one of the key reasons for this acquisition by the Government and ensuring
import supplies continue is an important part of that food security, as is continuing to grow as
much fresh produce as we can locally.

Thank you very much Mr Speaker.
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker, | was very pleased a couple of days ago that Tim Miller in contact with
me and yes, he had seen my question advertised in the paper, had offered some information.
Just to pull out a very important statistic, his response does tally quite well with what you have
described Mark, but he also highlighted that there are two other businesses within the Islands
that import fresh produce, them being the Supermarkets here. But the only full commercial
grower and supplier of 90% of all locally grown vegetables, fruits and herbs so making sure that
that food resilience is there is going to be an incredibly important task for this Government and
it is good to hear that it is being taking seriously.

As Tim and Jan step back reducing their hours, over a timeline of, | assume yet to be decided,
or fully confirmed from the response, it is going to be incredibly important that if Government
cannot find a commercial operator to run the amalgamated business that we do think seriously
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about food security, not at least for the reasons that were highlighted by the Youth Parliament
earlier, but we want to make sure that we expended every opportunity to improve the physical
and mental health of our population.

| know | have stood in this House before under the context of income and equality and cost of
living and spoke about the need to potentially subsidise in certain areas, to help reduce the
pressure, | think there is a real opportunity and certainly what | have heard from the public,
there would be a real opportunity to do this in fresh produce.

| can see MLA Pollard has raised his hand to speak, so | will pass over to him.
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you very much, Mr Speaker and my Honourable Colleague for her comments. |just want
to be really clear in all of my dealing as a Member of the Legislative Assembly, on Executive
Council, as Portfolio Holder on this, just for the public to understand, the Government do not
want to be running the Market Garden for any longer than we have to guarantee a smooth
transition to whatever comes next. We are not entirely sure exactly what does come next, but
the Government do not want to have long term involvement in the food growing/importing
business. |just want to put that on the table.

The other thing | really want to say, Mr Speaker, is just to thank Tim and Jan. | have had a lot
of dealing with Tim and Jan over the past six years and they have been good enough to show
me around the whole facility as well. The work they do there is absolutely fantastic. My
Honourable Colleagues said about 90% of the local produce was grown there and you can see
just how much love and effort and hard graft and work they have put in over the years, it is a
fantastic facility to look around, they put in tremendous time, I'm really glad that they are
helping through the transition period. Thank you very much Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members | would like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his reply.
| am very glad to hear that he doesn’t see this as being a long term project for us to be running
Stanley Growers. When | arrived in the Islands in 1986 Stanley Growers was just being
constructed and was being run by the Government. They didn’t do a particularly good job of
running it then, and Tim and Jan have taken the business on and developed it in a great manner
and | would hope that we find a safe pair of hands to take the business forward as a commercial
entity and not as a division of Government. We are not good at running those sorts of
businesses, | believe that sort of business should sit quite properly in the private sector. Thank
you.

Mr Speaker

Any other Honourable Member like to raise a comment?
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The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members it’s not for me to contradict anybody, it goes against the
grain. But | would just like to make the point that 1986 a certain Mr Henderson was employed
by the Falkland Islands Development Corporation which is the commercial arm, to develop
commercial services within the Falkland Islands and they were the people who kicked it off. I'm
at a lost as to why they are not looking after this project now, but it is where it is.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, it is not often perhaps that you will see the right wing and
left wing of this House agree on something, but | am in full agreement with MLA Spink. | have
said from Day 1, whilst | have no objection to us procuring the business, there has to be an exit
strategy and there has got to be one quickly, because | don’t want to be purveyor and grower
of lettuces and Governments are not good at that sort of thing. So, | fully support my Colleague
in his desire to have that back in the Private Sector where it belongs as quickly as we possibly
can.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker, just a response to my Honourable Colleague John Birmingham. | don’t
see any reason why FIDC may not form part of that transition, we have to complete the
purchase, it has not been formally completed, so after that | don’t see any reason why FIDC

may not be a part of the interim solution; they may be part of the long term solution. | don’t
think it should be taken of the table. Thank you.

Mr Speaker

Any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question? No.

Clerk of the Assembly

Question Number 41 of 2023 by Honourable Teslyn Barkman

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

At the March Assembly it was agreed that work into further understanding income inequality
and options to address concerns raised would be progressed, this included discussions on
housing prices, wages and taxation. Can the Honourable Chief Executive please outline what
progress has been made and what is left to achieve?

The Acting Chief Executive

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members In rising to respond to the Honourable Teslyn Barkman’s
question | will also attempt to address the Motion 07/22 raised by MLA Pollard on 28" April

2022 where the House requested that the Honourable Chief Executive proposes how we will
connect with the harder hit members of our society to better understand their issues. Bringing

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 27 July 2023
26



a policy paper forward no later than the end of 2022 proposing the path forward and containing
policy options for real ways we can help these members of society.

As was demonstrated in the House at its meeting at Hill Cove and by the Honourable Gavin
Short at the last meeting, FIG have put in place a number of temporary and permanent
measures, agreed by ExCo over the last 9 months that currently help address income inequality,
with further measures announced in this year’s budget process.

The analysis that prompted the debate in the House last April came from the last State of the
Economy report and we are looking to update that report soon, now we have our new
economist in place, though he is working his way through a back log of work at the moment.

As discussed in that report, the analysis considered only statistics about income distribution.
This is a bit tricky in small places like the Falkland Islands, as the earnings of a very few
individuals have a much larger impact on the overall results than they do in a much bigger place.
The analysis really should remove anomalous data or statistical outliers, the top 1% - about 20
earners in the Falkland Islands - disproportionately affect the income distribution curve for the
nation.

It’s also important to bear in mind that the analysis accounted for individual incomes, and not
household incomes, which has overestimated the extent of income inequality. We know that
individuals may be part of a household which allows them to choose not to work or only work
part-time, or a person may be in education or training and not have an earned income. A more
useful approach to examining income inequality would be to calculate the distribution of
household income instead.

Further, the report does not include any information on factors related to social inequality. Our
Government services and subsidy, particularly in areas such as health, education, transport and
social benefits are generally higher in the Falkland Islands than in most other high-income
countries. Therefore, social inequality is likely to be lower in the Falkland Islands than in
countries with comparable levels of income inequality.

Social and income inequality measures should be looked at together, though this can often be
quite difficult. The Policy and Economic Development Team regularly monitor cost of living
increases and use this information along with household data to update not just the Minimum
and Living Wage rates, but also to inform the redistribution of wealth via means-tested
transfers through our system of social allowances and measures such as the recent cost of living
package.

Governments around the world use various metrics for measuring income inequality.
Specifically, the most commonly used measures include the Lorenz curve, the Gini coefficient,
decile ratios, the Palma ratio.

While these are some of the standard instruments used to measure income inequality, we must
be careful in how we apply them — these tools are more appropriate for use in countries with
large populations where relatively small numbers of outliers, such as those in the top 1%, are
less likely to skew the overall distribution and the resulting validity of the analysis.
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Work to refine our understanding of social and income inequality is underway in the Policy
Team, both in terms of the methodologies we use to calculate those measures, and also by
collecting new data on the living standards experienced by different groups in the community,
which will take place this year and in 2024. As part of that work, we will look at the most
appropriate and applicable methods for identifying and addressing income inequality at both
macro and microeconomic levels.

The levers the MLAs have available to them to address income and social equality are our
system of taxation, the social allowances and payments system, what services are subsidised
and to what extent, by providing direct income supplements as well as the range of fees,
charges and grants across the Government. Many of which are examined in light of cost of
living measures, every year during the budget setting process.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker, | would like to thank the Acting Chief Executive for his response also
understanding, they’ve been left quite a chewy task to respond to that question, so my thanks
go to him.

I’'m glad to hear that there is effort going to quantify the work and to review the data behind
the State of the Economy report. | agree that the top 1% their earnings do distort the picture,
but | would also caution against stepping too far away from an internationally recognised co-
efficients that can expose income and equality, because whilst you also don’t want to come
under criticism of stepping away because they just look bad and currently ours are bad,
unfortunately. That is what the previous State of the Economy report shown.

As we have heard earlier today, | think it was one of our Youth Parliamentarians, Daniel Lee
expressed concern over having an opportunity to get an affordable lunch or meal or snack for
arranged price or the equivalence of somewhere else, because while | do agree, data and
measuring and co-efficients can only show you so much, it can’t show you affordability or how
many people are falling below that poverty line which is a specific request | think, particularly
that meeting at Hill Cove back in March.

| would also caution against leaning too heavily on the fact that it is household income rather
than individuals, for every household with a person who is out of employment, there is probably
as many if not more single parents with multiple children and that is also a statistic that needs
to be pulled up and addressed by this. | am very proud of our Social Welfare system and | think
that we have got a great deal there, but for every single parent that needs to lean on that and
get multiple jobs or is reliant on social benefits, it doesn’t reduce the difficulties for them, it
doesn’t reduce sigma or the stress of not really knowing whether next month’s fuel increases
are going to hit them harder for instance or, price increases. This remains an area for me where
we know that there is a lack of competition and maybe Government should be targeting its
subsidy better into areas that may deflate household bills and, | hope that maybe this would
form part of that ongoing work. It is not an easy beast to tackle at all, but there are some
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options there and | really hope they are fully explored, before they are discounted because
unfortunately, change is what we need and we have heard it today from our young people, we
have heard on the streets from the members of the public. You can data analyse it until you
are blue in the face, but people are struggling and whether that is considered as anecdotal
evidence or real authentic evidence, people need help and | hope that will be the focus of it.

So, yes, | am glad for the update and the reiteration of particularly the availability of support
packages that are there, but | think it is also important that this House is reminded that again,
and again, and again it is not the end of this battle and we need to keep going, thank you.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker and my Honourable Colleague for her question and also the response
from the Acting Chief Executive. | won’t ask too many follow up questions, but | would like to
make a couple of points, if | may.

I warn whoever is putting together the report and looking at options that when we are looking
at taking the 1% out of equation, we will have to be very careful where we manipulate statistics
for our own benefit. If we are talking about selling the Falklands as a place to live, | would be
tempted to leave it in, if we are talking about the average wage when we are doing it. If we are
looking at inequality then it suits us to take it out. But we have to be very careful where we
decide to do that and why we decide to do it and make sure we are very clear about what we
have done and why we have done it.

Just on the levers we have, | think that is far from an exhaustive list, we have way more levers
than that, | would add workforce protections, the tenants and landlord protections, tackling
addiction, education, early years development, the wages we pay our employees as an
employer. | think we have been guilty in the past of thinking of this issue as a fairly simple one,
| think it is more complex than has been understood. Unfortunately, | raised a lot of these
different levers in the original Motion going back a year and a half ago and | am a little bit
worried that they have fallen off the list, perhaps they have been disregarded, but | haven’t
seen the work that has disregarded those ones, but some of them were fairly complex and
difficult to do and some of them we are already doing, but | would just remind the House that
there are more levers than have been identified in the answer. Thank you very much, Mr
Speaker.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker and | thank the Acting Chief Executive for his answer which | thought
was really interesting and far more fuller than perhaps | was expecting at this stage. There is
much that | would agree with that has just been said by my two Honourable colleagues who
have spoken ahead of me, | too think that there are more levers and | don’t believe that we
have really, really fully investigated that. | know the reasons why, everybody is stretched and
it is difficult to get to all of this work, but this is an issue, that some of us have been talking
about for several years, it is getting worse or at least we believe it is getting worse and we have
taken some good steps and there are things even in this Order Paper today, that shows some
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of the measures that Government is taking to try and support people across our community
which is absolutely fantastic, but, | think there is more to be done.

I, too, feel very cautious about extracting the top 1% of our earners from us to take the
statistics, and | know statistics — you can make them look however you want really, but | would
hate to see this work, at least even risk having the appearance of being engineered to suit a
particular view, so I'm sure that is not the intention, | sincerely hope it is not, but with that in
mind, before this work progresses, will there be a discussion about the methodology and the
parameters with Honourable Members so that we can fully understand. Perhaps that 1%
distorting effect is something that should be remedied, but | am not convinced at this stage, so
my first question to the Acting Chief Executive is — Can he commit to that being brought to
Members for discussion before that goes ahead and secondly, perhaps a bigger question, | am
really interested to know that there is another piece of work about to be done or a piece of
work that is about to be done on measuring standards of living across the community. | was
aware of the work on Pensioners living standards that is underway, but | would be really
interested to hear more about this piece And perhaps it's not something that can be answered
fully here today. But you know, at some point in the future, and is that to be carried out by
Policy or is it a joint Policy/Treasury, approach? | would love to have some more detail on that.
Thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Acting Chief Executive

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Thank you, Honourable Leona Roberts. Yes, to answer your first
guestion that yes, absolutely, there is a commitment to bring that policy work back to Members
for discussion in terms of how that is done. Unfortunately, in your second question, | am unable
to answer that question today and | will commit to us bringing that answer back. My
understanding is that is being done by the Policy team in the main part, but again, | will give
you a fuller answer in time.

Mr Speaker
Any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or comment?
The Honourable Gavin Short

Just very briefly Mr Speaker, if | may. A very, very, interesting reply, for which | thank the Acting
Chief Executive, but | have to say, reflects some of the stuff that's been said before. You can
analyse, like somebody said, till you are blue in the face, but we really do need to be doing stuff,
but | also find myself slightly torn and that we whatever we do has to be evidence based.
Therefore, we got to get that evidence. And sounds like we are starting to make moves within
the Policy and other departments to do just that. What I'm unclear of and | will be speaking to
Policy about this because | am the Portfolio holder for them. And | do feel that their welfare
has to be paramount. Are we going to lump too much on them? And if so, what will have to
give because they do like to go home at night, even if it is after midnight, but I'm just a little
worried that we may start.... If you put too much on people, nothing will happen because they
can't achieve it. So, | shall be having some conversations about that. Thank you.
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Mr Speaker

The other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question?
Clerk of the Assembly

Question number 42 of 2023 by the Honourable Gavin Short

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members.

Under the terms of the Agricultural Returns Ordinance 2013, It would appear to me that the
Director has the power to

(a) approve one or more forms to be used for annual returns for that year from farmers,
others engaged in agriculture and owners of agricultural land; or

(b) use the same form or forms that were used the previous year (with minor changes, if
appropriate).

Can the Honourable Teslyn Barkman please say whether | am correct that this function has
been delegated to the Director under the terms of the Ordinance and tell the House whether
any new forms or changes to existing ones are put before the Agricultural Advisory Committee
for their scrutiny before going live.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman
| thank my Honourable Colleague for his question.

Clause 4 on the Agricultural Returns Ordinance states: “...it remains a function of the Director
to collect and publish statistics and other information about agriculture in the Falklands”.
Clause 5 indeed states that each year the Director may either (a) approve one or more forms
to be used for annual returns for that year from farmers, others engaged in agriculture and
owners of agricultural land, or (b) used the same form or forms that were used in previous
years. With minor changes if appropriate. There's no requirement within the Ordinance to pass
any changes before the committee.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | thank my Honourable colleague for her reply, and of
course, | guess I'm very much thinking of Part B here where there's been a recent “hoo ha”
about and “hoo ha” seems to be going on. | am a little uneasy that there seems to be no scrutiny
function either within the Agricultural Advisory Committee or indeed EXCO or somewhere to
the form being changed. And indeed, I'm lucky enough to have got my hands on a Part B form.
And | could almost say it seems to be very limited in what it is asking. | think it's just meat and
wool income. What | am curious about though, and it kind of ties into what we were talking
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about a few minutes ago, statistics, data and things like that. What are we using the information
that we are gathering? What are we using it for?

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, my Honourable Colleague. And that is a very important question and one I've been
asking myself. And | think it's worth saying | was troubled to see the Wool Press article recently,
which answered that the purpose of Part B in its current form was because of a mandate from
MLAs to collect Rural Economic data. Now while | accept that this is the current law, when it
was agreed in its current form was before we'd established the Rural Economic steering group,
the steering group for the rural economy work is, well certainly it's in my mind, is to concentrate
on how we add value and diversify to stabilise agriculture and ride out the bumps of cyclical
stuttering meat and wool markets. But on review of the rural stock-take outline as reported to
the Agricultural Advisory Committee on the 4™ August 2022, there was no request to financially
penalised farmers for not leaning into the work. And | would say it's harming relationships to
do so. A canvass undertaken by a farmer that collected his and 24 other views from private
farms expressed extreme dissatisfaction in the inappropriateness the overbearing
requirements, the damage that this was causing in the relationship between the Department
of Agriculture and their stakeholders. And | would just like to say there's certainly no request
for me to continue to financially penalise farmers for not sharing their business's gross profits
in a couple of areas only. And I've come to realise the damage of the heavy handed approach.
And | hope that Honourable colleagues will consider that while we do want data on the rural
economy, that maybe there is an appropriate way to gather that. And | hope they would
support a request to review whether financial penalties for filling out Part B is necessary. And
perhaps we can find a way to add more scrutiny to this area.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, Mr. Speaker, with your permission, I'd like to make a
comment.

This is a rather hot topic. I'd like to make the point that whilst it is true that under 2013
Ordinance, the Director has, like many other senior FIG officers, delegated powers. This year's
forms were brought to the attention of all Assembly Members because it is a hot topic and it
was felt that there needed to be political support. All Honourable Members gave their backing
to the getting of some information. This information, this form, has been on the books since
2013. Itis currently the law. There was political backing, and there may well be a need to review
the forms. And | believe this is on the works programme.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr. Speaker, sorry. Yes, | think perhaps because the meeting becomes somewhat disjointed.
All I was going to say in reply to the Honourable Teslyn Barkman is that obviously, you know, |
will say in this House, as I've said, outside this House, one must obey the law. It doesn't matter
what you think of it. If it's law, it must be complied with.
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Sorry, I'm not trying to cause mischief here. I'm genuinely not. But | am a townie and | really am
genuinely trying to understand the ins and outs and the whys and wherefores of this form. And
I'm still not sure what we're doing with the information we collect. | looked at Form B. And to
me doesn't seem, | shudder to say this, but it doesn't seem to go far enough. If we're saying
we're collecting this data to help us form, for example, aid packages for the Camp, should it be
necessary, because there's a lot more information needed, that | think they're going to be
gathered in that form. So again, | think you did try to answer is what are we using this
information for? Or is it just being gathered stored for a rainy day?

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

So, I've, in response to that question I've asked the Director and the Heads of the Department
of Agriculture for that information, and I'm hoping to receive it soon. But as I've said, like, the
only area it's been pointed to is this need to collect Rural Economic data. And as MLA
Birmingham pointed out, | think, slightly incorrectly, | think you've unfortunately supported this
blurring of a need for economic data and financial penalties of Part B, Part B and our request
to get economic data or not. | can see why a blur would be made. But | will reiterate that while
| uphold the current law, we should probably be reviewing as to whether we stick people with
a financial penalty going forward for not sharing data, we certainly wouldn't do it in terms of
the cost of living work. | can't see that being supported even quite by the townies. You know,
if we're going out to businesses and asking them to share gross profit information with a
department that isn't the Taxation Office and then, the point is, should we be financially
penalising them for that? If there is a genuine need to gather economic data, we should
certainly be thinking about how we build relationships in gathering that as well. And that's the
point I'd really like to make. And I'm certainly not speaking out against the law. I'm saying the
next time this comes up, and | hope that it will be brought to the Agricultural Advisory
Committee for a free and fair discussion, because it's about building relationships and trust,
and we want to get to a good place. So, going forward, | really hope my Honourable colleagues
will support making sure that we gather economic data appropriately and it means a revision
of the law to do so.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Memories are memories! I've made my point about the political support for the forms that
went out. This particular form has been in existence since 2013. And it was in existence in the
last Assembly and the Assembly before, so it is not a new form. What is now being talked about
is further information to allow the Assembly to assist where we can in these in these
straightened times.

The Attorney General

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, just in relation to a point made by the Honourable Teslyn Barkman,
she was suggesting that there wouldn't necessarily be any penalties in relation to other
information that the Government might collect. | think it's just fair to point out that under the
Statistics Ordinance 2010, there is the ability to carry out business surveys, etc. And there is an
offence of failing to provide the information. In other words, it's in exactly the same sort of
regulatory position as the position under the Agricultural Returns Ordinance. And | think one of
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the points in relation to the answer, Mr Speaker, the answer said that it isn't obviously a
requirement for the form to be discussed at the Agricultural Advisory Committee. I'm just
looking online here at the minutes of the meeting of the Committee in May. And there clearly
was some discussion and some questions asked about that. And | think that the important point
is, even if there's not a requirement for something to be discussed, that doesn't prevent a
matter from being discussed or raised in that the Committee by members of the committee or
by the Director.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Surely, if the if the chair of the Agricultural Committee wants to add an
agenda item on, and they can request that it be done surely, and then the discussion can be
handled within the Committee, thank you Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you. Rising as the Chair of the Agricultural Advisory Committee, | can confirm that | have
requested that it be included, but with the Director being absent it hit a few bumps. But it will
certainly be raised at the Agricultural Advisory Committee one way or another because it is it
is a very salient point. I'd like to thank the Attorney General for raising that point. And just to
point out, | think that while the law, the Ordinance was created in 2013, | would like to ask
whether that paper is public before | say the next part, because it was a bit difficult to see. And
I think the system back in 2013 was a little bit different. But if we can tend to just share a general
comment that was made throughout it, and we're comfortable with that there was a reference,
given that it should, that changes to the form should be discussed at Agricultural Advisory
Committee. And it remains concerning to me that that hasn't translated into the Ordinance, |
suppose. But it's useful to know that it can be done.

There may be requirements to gather statistics in other areas. But whether we as an Assembly
would support financially penalising people in enacting that is still a relevant question. And if
we wouldn't do it elsewhere, or maybe that's the direction we're going in, we could think about
trying to find a flexibility that will promote healthy relationships, and let's say, carroting
information out of people sort of sticking them.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members | think the Attorney General said that in other areas there
are financial penalties for not complying with the regulations. Just for information sake, for the
House and for the general public, | chaired the last Agricultural Advisory Committee, and the
form was discussed. And it was agreed around the table, the minutes, (minutes are minutes),
that there was a need to review the form. But currently, it was what it was, and it was the form
itself had to be filled in. And | believe that out of the 84 farms, only two did not comply with
that rule. And it was all agreed by everybody at the Agricultural Advisory Committee.
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The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This has been quite an interesting discussion, to be honest, because
it's not an area I'm hugely involved in, but | understand my Honourable Colleague Teslyn
Barkman’s point about trying to “carrot” information as she put it, and to build relationships,
but | think we do have to recognise that there is a form that is in place. That there is an
Ordinance around it, and a penalty that exists for not returning that information. | would not
feel comfortable standing here in this House and saying, “Oh, well, that's okay. We can just we
can just ignore that”. So, | am glad to hear that the form is going to be reviewed. And there'll
be some discussion, but | think, at this stage, surely a fairly basic principle that, you know, | feel
uncomfortable with, with sort of hammering the department or the Director for actually.....

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Point of Order. Sorry, | wasn't suggesting, | wasn't suggesting that we ignore the current law. |
actually said the opposite. So, | would like | just like to correct that. Thank you.

The Honourable Leona Roberts
| think I've my point, but that's okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker, just for information, the Agricultural Returns EXCO paper 04/13 was a
public paper 23 January 2013. So, the public can find it on our website.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Just like to respond to that, | kind of often feel a bit like maybe I’'m not being heard correctly. |
didn't say it's already passed for this year. What I'm asking for is that support to review future
forms so that we can remove financial penalty. | feel like maybe | should just leave it at that so
that it can be well heard. But it's slightly odd, and beside the point to keep blurring it into these
other areas about people making accusations. | think that's rather unfair. What I'm asking is
whether this House supports financially penalising people in the future for not sharing data.
Thank you.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I'd like to thank my Honourable colleague for the reply. |
just would like to sort of urge caution in following what has been a questionnaire that has gone
out, we need to know what information is required by the Government. If we did a
guestionnaire on what information people would feel happy putting into their tax forms, I'm
sure we would have an overwhelming number of people saying that they didn't want to fill
them in or they didn't want to fill in certain bits of it. So, | think | would urge caution in doing
that, obviously, we listened to peoples’ concerns. But at the same time, as a government, we
need to look at what information is pertinent to us for forming policy going forward which,
hopefully, will support those businesses operating in that area.
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The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

| would just like to make one final point; the use of the word hammering was used at the
department. The only hammering that's currently happening is in the relationship between
farmers and the department with the adversity, the uncomfortableness, that this causes. They
already submit that data to the Tax Office, as MLA Roger Spink just being pointed out, and that
is something all businesses have to do. So, creating this extra duty is still a question that is
waiting there to be addressed and slightly disappointed that it hasn't been, and instead, people
have been raising points around the outside of the topic. So, the question remains unanswered,
so perhaps I'll submit it at the next Legislative Assembly.

Mr Speaker

Any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or indeed a comment?
Clerk of the Assembly

Question number 43 of 2023 by the Honourable Gavin Short,

The Honourable Gavin Short.

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, hopefully a simple one.

During the final month of the old round Falkland Islands one-pound coin before it ceased to be
legal tender, there was reports that some businesses were refusing to accept it as payment for
goods or services. Could the Honourable Roger Spink please inform the House whether
businesses can refuse payment in what was still a legal currency in the Falklands.

The Honourable Roger Spink
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. | thank the Honourable Gavin Short for his question.

It's a matter for individual businesses what they accept in payments for goods and services. This
is why if you wanted to pay for a packet of sweets with a 50 pound note, the shop could refuse
to accept it. It was therefore perfectly in order for businesses to stop accepting the old round
pound coin for a period before it ceased to be legal tender. This is this no doubt help those
businesses to bank the old currency at SCB before it is withdrawn. When someone is owed
money by another person they cannot sue for recovery of the debt if the debtor has offered to
pay the debt in legal tender. Offering to pay in legal tender extinguishes the debt in law.

| should take this opportunity to remind everyone that if they do still have some of the old
coins, they can exchange it for new currency at the Treasury cash office in the Secretariat
without penalty for at least the next five years. The office is open for exchanges every Friday
from 9am to 12pm lunchtime. All coins must be counted and bagged beforehand. And 24 hours’
notice must be given if you're bringing in more than 100 pounds.
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So, my Honourable colleague will be able to put his considerable stash of pound coins and get
them back. Thank you

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Roger Spink for his reply. I’'m afraid | don’t have many
pound coins round or knobbly ones. But, no, | do think I'm genuinely thankful for that. It was a
guestion I've seen raised on social media; social media can be good. It'll raise those sorts of
guestions. | have been scratching my head as to whether you can, or if it's business whether |
could refuse money, legal money | thought, but no, | do thank you for that reply, very
illuminating. But you did say that after five years, | would get penalised if | turned up with my
bag of sovereigns or whatever it is that | may have found under the sofa.

The Attorney General

Mr Speaker, I'll just come in on that. So, there is a right under the under the Currency Ordinance
to exchange old currency without penalty for five years. After five years the Government can
effectively charge a fee for doing that, but there isn't currently any fee set for doing that. So
that's the reason for the reference to at least five years in the answer given by the Honourable
Roger Spink. So, there are currently no plans to charge fees for exchange of currency, but it is
something that could be considered in future under the Ordinance.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Just to thank my learned colleague across the table for that bit of explanation. | do thank you.
Mr Speaker

Any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or comment?

Clerk of the Assembly

Question number 44 of 2023 by the Honourable John Birmingham

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members and my apologies Honourable Leona Roberts she has to
pick up the all of the coming questions.

Can the Honourable Leona Roberts please inform the House on the progress made to date with
the trial Solar Panel array that will be situated near the present wind turbines.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker | thank my Honourable colleague for his question.
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The majority of the materials are here in the Islands including all solar panels and metalwork
for mounting panels. Unfortunately, two of the three inverters needed are still being
manufactured and the ETA for those is December. In the meantime, the groundworks will be
completed including fencing off the site as required by the planning department. Cabling will
be installed, frames will be fabricated, and panels will be mounted. A contractor has been
appointed and they are set to start the ground works within the next two weeks. Full switch-
on is expected to be January 2024.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker Honourable Members. | very much thank the Honourable Leona Roberts for that
very short but informative reply.

Mr Speaker

Would any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or a comment?
Clerk of the Assembly

Question number 45 or 2023 by the Honourable John Birmingham

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. Can the Honourable Mark Pollard please inform me of the
plans to improve the Fox Bay main air strip? And has there ever been consideration given and
the rough cost estimate for the construction of a permanent airstrip?

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker. | would like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his question. So, Fox
Bay already has a permanent airstrip; proposals have been to augment it by adding in a grass
strip which could serve when weather conditions make using the clay strip undesirable or
impossible. Three sites have been identified for possible grass strips, two of these have now
been mowed and PWD will now survey all three sites so that FIGAS can assess their suitability.
If one is considered suitable then PWD and DCS will work jointly to bring it into commission,
with DCS responsible for maintaining it as the FIG department responsible for managing the
settlement.

Previous discussions have been had on covering the existing clay airstrip with a material such
as recycled blacktop, to make it suitable for use in all weathers. These options are currently
being reviewed and high-level costings calculated. PWD will again work jointly with DCS to
assess the options and, if feasible, bring forward a funding request. However, it should be noted
that no works can commence on an upgrade to the clay strip until an alternative grass strip is
available. FIG is very aware of the importance of the West having airstrips that can cope with
all weathers. Thank you very much Mr Speaker.
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The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. Thank you very much Honourable Mark Pollard for his
reply. It was the last few paragraphs that were of interest to me. And if | may, the West must
surely have at least one all year round suitable airstrip. And very, very often, we're told that we
should, on certain projects, look at the whole life cost. So, would he agree with me that,
although | don't believe either of us are experts in the land of experts, but would he agree with
me that for the foreseeable future, fixed wing aircraft, are probably going to be the most
economical way of flying around the Island? And so, can he confirm that the whole life cost of
an airstrip would be looked at, that being say 50 years.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you Mr Speaker | can’t confirm that is the case, but | can confirm that the recent
methodology of putting these things together is to look at the whole life cost. So, | can certainly
recommend that and find out whether or not they are deviating from that accepted sort of
methodology. | will get back if they if they are deviating if not, | think we can assume that they
are. | believe PWD are heavily involved so the Acting Chief Executive Officer, the Director PWD,
may be able to shed some further eyes on this for me rather than me guessing. Thank you, Mr
Speaker.

The Acting Chief Executive,

Thank you, Mr Speaker and Honourable Members. In terms of whole life costs, that's very
difficult in terms of grass strips, just by their simple nature. However, | can confirm that in
looking at the strip at Fox Bay and the clay strip and the work that can be done. One of the
reasons that we're looking more closely at the costings is to include that whole life cost in that
project so that we're aware of what it's going to cost to operate into the future as well.

Mr Speaker

The Honourable John Birmingham - are you content?

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, | thank the Acting Chief Executive for that. Just be clear, | was thinking more of
moving away from the grass strip and having something more permanent, be it the recycled
materials or something else. Thank you.

Mr Speaker

Any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or a comment?

Clerk of the Assembly

Question number 46 of 2023 by the Honourable John Birmingham.
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The Honourable John Birmingham
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.

Could the Honourable Leona Roberts please advise this House if the Falkland Islands
Government is committed to supporting continued professional Development for its
employees throughout the organisation? If so, does this also include assistance with
maintaining professional registration with recognised bodies?

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, | must say, my Honourable colleague and I've already had a discussion
about quite why this one came to me because it feels like it's more of Human Resources, than
education, but I'm absolutely happy to answer it. And | think it's a really useful question
actually. And one which has posed some further questions for me. So, with thanks to the Human
Resource department for this information.

The Falkland Islands Government recognise and support the importance of Continued
Professional Development and the value that it brings to the organisation. In order to support
employees with their continued development there are a variety of mechanisms in place which
can be seen from the Career Progression Framework that is in place that managers and staff
can utilise both externally and internally within FIG including PDPs, Career Development Plans,
Mentoring Schemes, Bite size Management Training covering a wide breadth of topics and a
Coaching and Leadership Programme.

In relation to Continuing Professional Development as part of professional requirements, there
are clear customs and practices that have been adhered to over the years, and are in place and
used by Directorates.

The guidance provided across FIG in terms of CPD is: if an officer can evidence that they are
required to complete annual CPD to maintain their professional registration, and if maintaining
their registration is an essential requirement to ensuring their ability to effectively carry out
their role within the Falkland Islands Government, the employee may be eligible for CPD and
funding may be allocated. It is the responsibility of the Director and Head of Service to identify
such roles, and make provisions within the Directorate budget submission for the funding of
CPD where necessary.

Further to this, employees who are required to undertake regular CPD are able to access
discretionary leave, with or without pay, to support them in achieving and obtaining their CPD
activities.

The Honourable John Birmingham
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. First, I'd like to apologise for giving the question to the

Honourable Leona Roberts, it kind of crosses over from Education to Human Resources. But |
thought | would give my Honourable Colleague Short a break. | thank her for her reply, that's a
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really, really good reply. In that reply, of course, in a given year, there's only one May, but in
the reply, there were lots of may’s — may this and may that. So, it's up for discussion.

When in her reply, | wonder if she could confirm if assistance also includes financial assistance
may be given occasionally,

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker. No, | can't confirm that. Unfortunately, | think that this is something
that | do think we need to try and understand better, because | don't quite know what emphasis
is correct to be placed on those “mays”, that, you know, whether that is that they simply can,
or perhaps a little bit more vague than that. So, my understanding is that not all professional
registration is covered by Government. But this would suggest that perhaps in some areas that
can be achieved. So, | think perhaps there are there are more questions to lead out of this
particular discussion. And certainly, for my part, | mean, CPD is..... you can look at it fairly
narrowly, or more broadly. And | wonder whether allowances are made within government
departments for the sort of non-essential, non-compulsory studies, but which actually may
benefit an individual or a department or the organisation more broadly in time, as opposed to
something that is very linked directly to your role at that moment.

So, | think | would quite welcome a discussion. I'm looking at my Honourable colleague across
the way there, but perhaps having a direct discussion with Human Resources to understand
this more, unless, of course, the Acting Chief Executive can, or the Attorney General perhaps
can provide some shed some further light.

The Attorney General

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Yes. | was interested to read the question on the agenda today that |
took the opportunity | was speaking to the Director HR yesterday. So, | think this is an issue
which | think 1) is to be discussed by the corporate management team soon and 2) | think a
member of the team in the HR department is looking at this very issue. And I'm sure report
then will come forward in due course, if there's to be any change to policy. So, you know, | think
the issue is being looked at by the HR department currently.

The Honourable John Birmingham

| thank you Attorney General and also thank you MLA Roberts for her reply also. And in future,
| will direct any questions | have to the Honourable Gavin Short who as we all know in this
House, as always showed an interest in CPD.

Mr Speaker

I think we'll pass on at that point!

Clerk of the Assembly

Question number 47 of 2023 by the Honourable Leona Roberts

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 27 July 2023
41



The Honourable Leona Roberts

Will the Honourable Gavin Short please describe what is being done — and what more can be
done —to ensure that entry level positions are available in Government and accessible to young
people joining the workforce?

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members. | thank the Honourable Leona Roberts for her question.
And the reply furnished is thus:

What is being done?

The Falkland Islands Government offer a selection of different routes as a way to enter the
workforce.

The most common route available that individuals can take to enter the workforce is via
succession planned posts. FIG have 150 posts across the organisation which are suited to
succession plans.

FIG also operates a Management Trainee Scheme that affords individuals from across the
community the opportunity to engage in a two year programme, comprising of on the job
training and a comprehensive study programme. The programme is designed to introduce
individuals to the inner workings of government and develop future middle to senior grade
leaders.

In addition, FIG takes part in the annual careers fair and regularly provide work experience
placements to the Islands Year 10 students for their annual work experience. These placements
afford the individual the opportunity to experience, on a practical level, an industry of interest
to them. It is hoped that through positive and comprehensive work experience placements,
students can gain valuable insights into their area of interest, prior to deciding upon their career
direction.

What more can be done?

The HR department is currently engaging with FICS to review the organisational approach and
promote collaborative working showcasing FIG as an employer of choice to students
considering entering the workforce.

Work is also on-going on a number of organisational development initiatives that will identify
additional avenues to enable members of the community to begin and progress their career
within the Falkland Islands Government, including a Trainee Programme that will allow for a
staged developmental approach to offer.

Whilst not directly facilitated by Human Resources, Falkland College administers the
apprenticeship scheme. This route enables individuals to ‘learn and earn’ via on the job training
and working towards nationally recognised qualifications. FIG is an active participant of the
scheme and is working to develop the approach taken within FIG to attract Apprentices that
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will provide an opportunity for directorates to consider how roles may be delivered and
encourage individuals to undertake apprenticeships.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Thank my Honourable colleague for his very interesting response. |
think I would start by acknowledging that Government does do a lot to try and encourage young
people through the system. But | still feel that so much of it is at a higher level, the management
Trainee Scheme, | think has been a fantastic success and really happy that that's continuing.
But again, that's largely for postgraduate or even older. The succession plans, | mean, that's
fantastic. But again, you have to be at a certain point before you can even begin to think about
accessing that. Apprenticeships — absolutely - | think, you know, one of the best things we did
in the last Assembly in many ways, was lifting the cap on apprenticeships. So, seeing that open
down so much has been has been tremendous. And that continues to go from strength to
strength. But again, that is only going to suit certain people.

| think at the risk of making myself feel old, but when | was a young person leaving school, |
think there were a lot of positions available to people who perhaps have chosen not to go to
college or leaving school without many qualifications. And they were truly entry level. And I'm
just not sure that | see these now. So, you know, if | look in the local media, listen to the job
shop, even posts that | would potentially, through a level of ignorance, would consider sort of
entry jobs quite frequently require a certain number of GCSEs and perhaps three or five years’
experience immediately making them inaccessible to someone who might be leaving school. |
know that times have changed and | know that Government has to make sure that it's putting
the best people in the posts and all the rest of it. But | just question where the flexibility is.

I'm really interested to hear about the training programme that my Honourable Colleague
mentioned in his response, | don't really know quite how that is going to work. Is that going to
be something like an internship? Or is it different? Again, | would like to hear more about that.
But with a discussion with the Chamber of Commerce a few months ago, about availability of
work for young people, school leavers essentially, they do seem to have greater flexibility than
Government, particularly, not surprisingly, | guess, in the retail and hospitality sectors, there's
more that they can do. But, talking with our year 11 students during their transition week, they
really are concerned about what options might be available to them in the future, and to the
classes that are following them. | think anyone who has children of a certain age will be very
aware that there is what's nicknamed the “bump year” that that is coming through. So, in two
years’ time, we will have a year group of around 60 leaving, some of them will obviously go to
college. Some will not, some will hopefully take up apprenticeships. But regardless, that is going
to be even in the best case scenario, it's going to be a really large number of school leavers
potentially coming into our system. And | just wonder whether the Government is in any way
thinking about this and equipping itself to make sure that we don't have young people that are
limited in their options or left behind. Because | think it's not all altruistic either, we want to
make sure we offer the best opportunities to young people and give them give them routes
into Government, whether that's on a practical level, or perhaps in an office as a junior clerk,
the sort of jobs that used to be around, but also it potentially will build resilience in government,
if you get young people into the system early, and then coach them through with these other
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measures that my Honourable Colleague outlined in his response. We know the issues we have
with recruitment and retention in Government. And so, | see that as another positive.

| am grateful for the response; | recognise that there are certain government departments that
actually do quite a lot for school leavers, and have really successfully brought them through
into longer term careers in Government. But | think there's more. And so, | just ask whether my
Honourable Colleague and perhaps other Members would be supportive of taking a perhaps
slightly deeper look at this, and about whether there's more that we can do and we can offer.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members | thank the Honourable Leona for her observations and
guestions at the end. So, in an attempt to make her feel much younger. Well, | can go back
much further than you.

| wholeheartedly concur with everything you have said. | think over the years, | think the
pendulum has swung too far in the direction where thy must come into the workplace, either
half-baked or fully baked, so to speak. So, a prepared unit or half prepared, you know, gone
seems to be the days where you can join as a junior clerk, navvy. Work your way up, stay that
do whatever you want, really. And | do think you know, Government. | know, because we are
the Assembly, we talk about Government, private sector, but the Government has to have
some, some praise for what they have done over the years. But | do think this is something |
would like to see us look at because there are people coming out of schools who do not have
(what are they nowadays) GCSEs or something like that. And so, where are they going to go?
What can they do? Doesn't matter whether they start right at the bottom, we need each and
every one of them and they will, if they wish, work their way up into better positions, and
indeed go into the private sector perhaps come back to the Government later on even better
people. And so yes, | support anything we can do as a group to sit down together and perhaps
thrash this out, see if we can just bring the pendulum back a little bit more towards where it
used to be. So, thank you.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | agree wholeheartedly with my colleagues. So, | thank them both for
their questions and responses.

| think we're short on people across the board in FIG. We quite often look at how we fill the
gaps at the top and not necessarily some at the bottom. | think creating these pathways into
jobs, and maybe careers for youngsters, which we should do everything we possibly can. So, |
look forward to, to getting involved in some of that work, | would greet it with open arms.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman
Thank you, Mr Speaker, let's say | mean, it's probably one of those things that as MLA Pollard

pointed out, it's more for us than it is for them because we need to secure that young talent
for the future. And | look forward to, | suppose, work experience is one of those key things that
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hooks them in. So, | look forward to listening to the experts in these areas for their suggestions
for how we can do better.

But | would also like put up my expectations are varied and what there might be a need for
entry level without academic qualification, and for those with it, we should be thinking about
how we harness that talent. And that includes making sure we've got competitive remuneration
compared to the private sector, because that's where we lose our talent to be honest, they've
got better opportunities and better support networks. From an employer of choice that isn't
Government, then we are going to lose that talent for the future and we know that that just
creates problems for us and Government churn. So, let's take it seriously.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I'd like to rise and express my support for the comments
made by the Honourable Leona Roberts, | would like to see a more flexible approach. Some
people are developing at a different stage to others. | don't know whether I'm still developing,
but I'm trying!

Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to...

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | just like to come in just with perhaps a little observation
when perhaps my colleague, MLA Barkman was talking about people going into the private
sector and we do lose a lot of people there. And she mentioned the Pound, shillings and pence
and she's right, they probably do pay better in the private sector. But the one thing though, just
to do perhaps a bit of free advertising for the Government. When you're young, it is hard to
think about your pension, your holiday pay, and all the conditions that the government has
perhaps a lot of the private sector does not, so Government is not a bad employer if you take
the whole package together.

Mr Speaker

Any other Honourable Member wish to speak?

Clerk of the Assembly

Question number 48 of 23 by the Honourable Leona Roberts

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you. Will the Honourable Teslyn Barkman please outline the degree to which the Farm

Improvement Scheme has been utilised in recent years and what the aspirations are for the
scheme in going forward, particularly with regard to improving environmental sustainability?
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The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

| thank my Honourable colleague for her question and the Head of Agriculture Katrina Durham
for providing the response.

The Farm Improvement Programme began as the Pasture Improvement Programme in 1999
and has been through several reviews and iterations since. The areas of investment within the
programme are currently being reviewed. Regular review of the programme is essential to
ensure FIG investment is fair, equitable and targeted for optimal return on investment.

A specific section of the programme is for agri-environmental investment on farms. Over the
past five years a total of £101,168 has been allocated through the Farm Improvement
Programme.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker. | thank my Honourable colleague and the Head of Department for the
answer. Could | be a pain though and ask that she repeat that final figure. Was that £101,000
over five years? Okay, so I'm a little confused by that. | would definitely like to understand more
about this scheme then, because that doesn't seem a great deal. And there were figures that |
saw, which actually prompted this question to be perfectly honest, a couple of weeks ago,
which suggested that there was you know, in this current year there was some £45,000 of
unspent budget, which couldn't really fit in with £101,000 over five years. So, | think | can see
hands up so I'll | will give way for the moment and continue.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

| can respond. | think that the reason that that amount is probably less than she was thinking
and she might have missed it in the responses that specifically for the Agri/environmental
investment plan. So hopefully that clarifies her confusion,

The Honourable John Birmingham

Yes, Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | did a little bit of searching. And last year the spend
was £173,000. Not being spent, what was leftover, was £45,000 and that was for the farm
improvement plan. And the assistance for the workers (Labour) scheme, out of the £30,000
that was allocated 15 farms gave notice that they wish to join that scheme and did so. And out
of that £30,000, £18,000 pounds was spent

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker. So, if | can just continue with my thoughts about this. | was really
interested to attend Farmers Week, a couple of weeks ago, and to hear some of the discussions
that were happening there. And | think there's absolutely no hesitation or reluctance amongst
MLAs and Government to support our rural community. On the contrary, actually, | think
there's this great willingness. But | think it is helpful to understand what we currently do, and
if there are weaknesses in that system, or if there's something that's perhaps restrictive in a
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way that that is unhelpful, so that we can try and build up their picture. | guess this sort of
goes, touches back, I'm hesitant to go back to that, but to the question about data and
information, allowing us to build up this full view of what the rural community and economy
needs.

| heard very loudly and clearly the legitimate concerns raised by landowners, particularly with
issues relating to climate change and the drying of Camp. There is a desire to be able to set
aside land and all sorts of things. But it is clear that there are barriers that need to be overcome.
When | saw this figure, which is the same as my Honourable Colleague, John Birmingham has:
£173,000 spent in the last year leaving some £45,000, which is quite a large amount of money,
| just wondered whether there was scope to open out the farm improvement scheme more, to
particularly try and support some of the environmental aims of landowners.

So, the information from the Honourable Teslyn Barkman was really, really interesting
£101,000 roughly over five years, specifically on agri/environmental projects. That's good to
know. But | wonder whether in this review, the aim is then to try and open that out more
broadly yet to try and facilitate those environmental aspirations of our Camp community. And
before | sit down, my Honourable colleague John Birmingham touched on the labour scheme.
Again, there's we've just recently seen some correspondence around that and the fact that that
is being withdrawn. So, | recognise was an area where it was felt that savings could be made. If
the feeling was that it wasn't being fully utilised. Maybe there was a problem with the scheme
in the way it was set up. But is there an intention to build that into the new farm improvement
scheme iteration, or not? So, a few questions there. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, thanks for some of those follow up points, and particularly for the addition of the
inclusion of the Labour scheme, an element which again, is this topical with the RBA advertising
just recently about the withdrawal of the scheme. And well, that £18,000 might not seem like
a lot, | think for a few farmers bid is obviously a significant amount. To answer that question
put forward by my Honourable Colleague, | say | have passed that on to the Head of Agriculture
for a full explanation because as | outlined in my response, there is another review of FIP, | think
the last one was done in 2021 off the top of my head, and I've seen throughout the iteration of
well, my involvement with the Department of Natural Resources that it has taken on this more
agri/environmental space. And that includes kind of talking about specific things or you know,
funding for fencing of particular areas and thinking about habitat restoration and as she'll be
aware, both with her next question which goes into the work of the rural economy group that
also later into Motion 10 put forward to this House, | would hope to have a very full discussion
and the kind of importance of tackling our drying climate, which was a very steady theme at
the Farmers Week that that she mentioned.

| think that that urgency is felt by everybody. | know our FIP is an amazing asset to this country,
particularly to farmers. It's not the only fund that is currently there to support environmental
aims. So, while it's got agri/environmental elements within it, that's very specific for businesses.
There is also ESB funding, which supports biodiversity and habitat restoration. And she'll be
familiar with being involved with the Environment Committee for many years that it has picked
up this biodiversity theme and priority in the last few years in a more specific way. But thinking
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specifically about the rural economy, there's a very long report, which was appended to the
agenda of the 4" August 2022, which outlines the tasking and SWOT analysis behind the rural
economy working group. And I'm just going to raise that in the next questions. And | have got
a prepared response. But the full information on that can obviously be found on our website,
as through part of the Committee papers access. So, there is a lot of information out there, if
more needs to be known. But it is, to go back to that point, that was made earlier. And the
sitting here thinking maybe problems | made an excellent point. And like maybe people or
maybe people didn't hear me, but making sure that we've got all stakeholders and landowners,
Campers know Camp better than anybody. And it's not this idea, and I'm not suggesting anyone
is, is disconnected from it at all. But you know, if we want to understand this country better for
the good of everybody, we need to be engaging people. And doing that respectfully, plying the
right level of support where it's needed, asking the right questions of people and making the
right demands of people that also fit in with the fact that they're running businesses. So, it
needs to be a fully thought out conversation to get to a good review of what is needed. | feel
like I'm sucking up a bit of oxygen. So, I'm going to sit down. But yes, thank you for your
question. | think it was very good. And hopefully at the next FIP review, | think there's going to
be a paper presented on that the next AAC, which is the beginning of August as well. So, there
should be more information about this, too.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members, I'd like to thank my Honourable colleague for her reply. |
think we just had a meeting, just after Farmers Week, we've actually had with officers, where
we actually outline that we wish to see more progress in this area. We've identified various
areas where there are under spending, such as the FIP scheme, and | think, consistently under
spending. And we've asked them what resources they needed in the way of people to take it
forward. So, | think, work hopefully, is in train to come back to Members with what the various
options might be in the future. So, | look forward to seeing that work.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Speaker. Yes, | absolutely recognise what my Honourable Colleague Roger Spink
was saying | think we had some really, really useful conversations immediately after Farmers’
Week. And again, going back to that desire to do what we can and to understand how your
options issue, what the options are, and the best ways to go forward. And | think, you know,
just to be absolutely clear with the farm improvement scheme, or programme. I'm not
suggesting that this is the answer to all the woes of farmers, far from it. It's just that there is
something that's in place that seems to be being underspend. Why is it, what more can we do?
So, I'm delighted that that's coming to August AAC, | thank my Honourable colleague for having
prompted me and look forward to hearing more about how this is taken forward.

Mr Speaker

Any other Honourable Member wish to raise supplementary question or comment?
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Clerk of the Assembly
Question number 49 of 2023 by the Honourable Leona Roberts.
The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Will the Honourable Teslyn Barkman please update the House on the
work of the Rural Economy group?

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

In Farmers Week 2022 the results of the rural stocktake, undertaken by the group was
presented to farmers and a SWOT analysis of the rural sector was completed. The rural
stocktake report was sent to all farmers in early July 2022 for comment and there were no
significant comments returned.

Since then two of the stakeholders of the Rural Economy group, the Director Natural Resources
and DPED, have been continuing work on some of the key areas identified during the SWOT
analysis and the stocktake.

e The Carbon economy was seen as an opportunity and the Department of Agriculture
(DoA) is supporting Katy Ross in her current carbon work and Department of Economic
Development (DoE) are partnering with Falklands Conservation and SAERI on a DEFRA-
funded project to understand the carbon off-setting potential of Falkland Island
habitats.

e Biosecurity and invasive species were seen as a threat to the industry and work is well
underway with the biosecurity policy and invasive species policy. An invasive species
framework has been developed and tested with a number of stakeholders and the
intention is to engage a project officer to drive forward both of these essential projects.

e (Climate change and land degradation were also seen as significant threats.
Collaborative work between the DOA and DoE recognises the importance of the land
water interface and there are a number of priorities. Work is continuing on land
management and farming systems in relation to a drying climate. The DOA is also
planning to issue a tender to engage a grazing and land management and farming
systems consultant to work with them for 12-18 months. This provides opportunity to
both farmers and land managers and DOA staff.

e DOA are also working with FC on land monitoring through the development of tools and
workshops to work with farmers to determine how and what they need to monitor to
allow sustainable management practices. Other land monitoring work includes GIS
projects with SAERI and an application for a surface water baseline study. An installation
of weather stations and soil moisture devices across the islands by the Environment
Department will also support knowledge and understanding in this area.

e Environmental Studies grants have supported important habitat restoration work and
other projects. The FY 2023/24 Environmental Studies grants are open for applications
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until 16 August, with themes linked closely to the feedback received through the Rural
Economy project:
O Biodiversity protection
Habitat restoration
Invasive species and biosecurity
Climate change adaption and mitigation
Pollution and waste management
Innovation

O 0O O0OO0Oo

In August 2023 the FIG rural economy working group is intending to meet to determine the
next steps in this project.

I'd like to highlight that obviously, as this rural economy group is cross cutting, and goes both
through DOA, and through Environment, it is important that these agencies are working
together. So, I'm very pleased to see that that is.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker. And again, | thank my Honourable colleague for a very interesting
response. | think, you know, | do | feel | have to start off by thanking the Department of
Agriculture and Department of Natural Resources. More broadly the Director of Natural
Resources, for there is a lot of work going on. We know this and we know that they've had
recruitment issues, and that obviously has slowed the work down.

| think perhaps for me, part of the issue was this rural economy work is that maybe my
expectations don't align with quite where the work is going. | think | would be very, very
interested to hear the outcomes of that next meeting, because | think one of the things | sort
of expected to come out of this was something that told us what a sustainable rural economy
looks like, that was something that quantified that, that could help farmers and landowners
and more broadly to understand, what a sustainable rural livelihood actually is, and how they
can actually achieve that and whether farming can be supplemented through things like you
know, the carbon credits and offsetting and set aside of land and what, but actually having
some sort of target there, | guess. | think it sounds like the work that is being done is going to
be really valuable and really useful, but I'm not sure that it's taking it quite the way | expected
it perhaps that's, the fairest way to put it.

| think my Honourable colleague touched on the silo working that we do hear about. And you
the fact that this group was drawn together with all the relevant departments and individuals
and organisations, hopefully, to try and cut through that. Because, having a healthy future for
rural economy matters very much to the whole Falklands. And so, it really does draw in so many
different areas of Government and so many different organisations across the Islands, that it's,
it's vital that they're all around a table and pulling in the same direction. | will look to rather
than press it here, but we'll look to the document, my Honourable colleague mentioned, to
have a look again at the makeup of this group.

| wish it all strength going forward, | think it's frustrating to hear that there were no responses,
or no meaningful responses from the farming community to the document that was sent out
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last July. | think, again, in the spirit of working together to try and get the best outcomes, you
know, that is going to be massively important, communicating and, and sharing of information.
| guess the only other thing that is really important to me, perhaps touches more on the motion
to come. | think we are probably long overdue for really looking at and considering how we
value our land and our environment. We do have to do this with our eyes fully open towards
the short, medium and long term implications. There's it's definitely not going to be an easy
puzzle to resolve. But | think if we don't, we don't really move soon, | don't believe we ever will.
So anyway, thank you very much to my colleague for her response.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you. I'd like to thank my Honourable colleague, Leona for her points, | think it's hard not
to agree, | think part of whether it's expectations, or just again, maybe this will be addressed in
the Motion to come. Not being able to see a change or an action as a result of the work is
probably a frustration that | share. But definitely a frustration that | share, which is part of why
we tabled the motion to get on the back of Farmers’ Week, because | think there is a lot of
concern, and not knowing how to channel that effectively into a place where it will actually
generate an outcome is also a frustration shared by many because what do you do with all of
these bags of concern that you have? And also, then watching the land in front of you drying
out? And as was outlined by my answer is incredibly climate change heavy. It is the largest part
of that. And the collaboration with the Department of Environment is important as well,
because it is hugely climate change heavy. And that is a dystopian threat that unfortunately,
we have to mitigate against more than we can solve that we should take every action we can.

| think what | found heartening from that response, is | think options for advice are improving
and certainly with my knowledge from conversations with people at Conservation, and with
SAERI, satellite imagery and the GIS information, having that available as a tool to be able to
understand your land better. It's incredibly important, as well is that great project Stephanie
Carter and Katy Ross has taken up in understanding peatlands, but also the soil mapping work
but | think was first started by Jim McAdam way back when, | mean, this data is there. And
there's so much of it sitting on academic shelves that we need to peel through it and think
about how it can provide solutions for specific people. But there isn't awareness and from
speaking to Sally Poncet, there is so much information out there, boots on the ground, options
that hopefully, when it comes to discussing the motion, we can stand behind it and put some
more urgency behind it to give leeway for this group in particular to be able to take, trial actions
or to be able to give them a mandate to start emergency work now, essentially.

I'd like to thank you for your question today. | think we all came up at the back of Farmers’
Week with this needing to be addressed, so it's brilliant to see it here on the questions, I'd say.
But looking forward to the discussion on the Motion later. Thank you.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for her reply.

I think I think what we all see is a lot of very useful science being done and, a lot of data being
collected. But what we're not seeing is the practical support for farmers and landowners, for
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proper environmental measures on their farms. And | think we all want to get that moving in
as short a time as possible, and the science can catch up. Having been in discussion with people
from DEFRA, who visited just recently, they said they started off with some schemes and then
they modify them as the science catches up. And | think we need, as an Assembly, and as a
Government to move forwards on this issue.

Mr Speaker

Any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or comment?
Honourable Members, | feel this is a suitable time to have a short break. The House is in recess.
Mr Speaker

The Assembly resumes

Clerk of the Assembly

Motions

Motion 9 of 2023 by the Honourable Leona Roberts

That this House accepts the response from the Governor (in Council) on the Public Accounts
Committee on the Review of the Public Jetty Phase One.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Mr Speaker, | propose the Motion

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members the Public Accounts Committee letter and
recommendations on the Review of the Public Jetty Phase One was submitted to the House
under Motion 21/2022 in October 2022. The Public Accounts Committee in their review
considered whether the funds spent on the work carried out on the Public Jetty represented

value for money in terms of economy, efficiency and effectiveness.

The review made five specific recommendations and the responses are as follows:
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Recommendation one: Clarity of scope and aims

a) The PAC recommends that the intended scope and aims of the capital projects
is made clear in ExCo papers at the earliest stages;

b) The PAC recommends that when projects change, any change in aims be made
clear for decision-makers and the public to asses value for money

These twin issues are a common failing. This lack of clarity has been found in other projects and
risks being endemic in capital projects. This review suggests that where capital projects increase
(or decrease) in size from the originally approved design, that this increase (or decrease) is
weighed up against the original goals, and an evaluation is made as to whether the larger or
smaller design is realistically likely to deliver value for money against the original scope of the
project.

Response

The capital bid and project initiation document processes, now in place, require a clear scope
or project brief to be included.

It should be noted that Executive Council and elected Members do not approve designs. They
do however approve the project scope or brief and it is noted that any proposed changes to
these and the impacts should be clearly communicated. The project governance structures,
now in place, should clearly indicate the level of change which can be made at project team
level and which would need to be escalated to either the project board or back to Executive
Council for a decision.

Recommendation two: Uncertainties in site conditions

The PAC recommends that financial risks associated with site conditions are clear in ExCo
papers.

The review identified some lessons that could be learned from this project, such as that the site
investigation and geotechnical data requirements of capital projects be made clear in Executive
Council papers. Similarly, where data gaps exist, that these gaps are explained in terms of the
financial risk they add to the project.

Response
The recommendation is noted.

Lessons were learned from the Public Jetty project and where possible site investigation works
have been carried out to determine ground conditions prior to works commencing. Where
possible these investigations are carried out during the concept design stage therefore allowing
them to be incorporated into the design before final approval is given. Where early
investigation is not possible or not sanctioned under the initial brief then measures will be taken
to ensure it is included in the risk register and then correctly communicated as required.
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Recommendation three: Optimism in capital projects

The PAC recommends that the risk of ‘optimism bias’ needs to be addresses across FIG capital
projects.

The Public Jetty overspend continues a trend in many FIG capital projects of consistent
overspend. There appears to be a form of unfounded optimism in project budgets, where
assumptions are made that all will go to plan. It would be beneficial if FIG could recognise and
address this ‘optimism bias’ in project design, and importantly, budgeting.

Response

It should be noted that the Public Jetty project ran concurrently with or predated projects
previously reviewed. Therefore, it is believed that these trends of overspend and any perceived
‘optimism bias’ have been addressed. Phasing of projects and gate way approvals allow the
projects designs to be developed to enable a greater level of cost certainty before final approval
for the project are sought.

It would be useful to understand if there were any other internal or external factors which may
have affected these submission or outcomes as it is noted that in the preceding period the MFL
budget vs outrun cost had been within +/- 3% which would be considered to be within
reasonable margins.

Recommendation four: Whole life costs

The PAC recommends that future proofing needs to be incorporated into the initial build to
enable whole life costings, not just the initial capital costs

The PAC notes that this review is addressing Phase One of the Public Jetty project, it had been
intended that further phases would take place, however there was no indication of the scope,
plans or cost of future phases.

Response

FIG has ambitions to ensure that infrastructure projects include assessment of long-term
sustainability as part of assessing their viability and approach, as per the Environment Strategy
2021 - 2040. Including whole life costing will help significantly with this and so growing that
capacity is a priority. The Executive Council paper format specifically includes sustainability
implications and ensures officers consider this element in any submission.

In this particular case this was a multi-phase project proposal but with only phase one having
been approved by elected members. At the time of approval, it was expected that phase two
would follow. However, a change in political ambition and alternative technical solutions being
offered, after the phase one works were completed, led to future phases not proceeding.
Although such changes cannot be anticipated it is noted that when seeking a phased approval
all interdependencies and risks associated with future phases not proceeding should be
presented with the initial submission.

The final recommendation:
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Recommendation five: Contingency

a) The PAC recommends provision of adequate contingency in budgeting for large
capital expenditure.

b) The PAC recommends that consideration of resource constraints and better use of
local knowledge should all be part of the planning of projects to be able to minimise
the impact on timescales and to allow budgets to be more realistic.

The PAC notes that risks associated with projects and respective designs should be fully
explored and reflected in realistic contingency budgets, particularly when new or complex
projects are being undertaken.

Response

The recommendation is noted. Where practicable contingency sums are now included in both
capital bid submissions and project initiation documents.

The use of ‘local knowledge’ and in particular stakeholder engagement is encouraged in all
stages of project delivery.

Thank you, Mr Speaker,

Mr Speaker

Does any Honourable Member wish to speak?
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for outlining the response to
the PAC. | actually sit on the Public Accounts Committee and would just like this opportunity to
point to a few of the key findings that were found throughout this review of the public Jetty
project.

The total cost for the refurbishment of the public jetty was £2,023,614, compared to the
original allocated budget of £1,000,297. An additional cost of £48,610 was incurred by virtue of
the increased scope to allow yachts to moor on the pontoons. Construction began in September
2012. And the certificate of completion was signed in October 2017.

The PAC found that the main immediate cause for the overspending delays was the unexpected
geological makeup of the layers underneath the seabed. And in analysing the root causes
behind this PAC also considered whether it should have been a known risk. As far back as 2001,
the PWD design engineer had written to a potential supplier of pontoons and said, “We know
nothing about the piles, anchored at sea bed, or indeed if they are anchored at all”. And as an
example of that, | do know that the vital work that the PAC undertake, it's so valued, but it's
also at sometimes a bit stressful for the people who have to compile this report if they don't
get good evidence. And as an example of how this review was, was carried out, they couldn't
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actually get an interview with the previous Director of Public Works who was in position for a
majority of this works.

So, while the full report intends to be published by the PAC as soon as possible, and if it hasn't
already, | would encourage people to look at the excellent work that was done. There is
obviously quite a long story behind it, which is difficult to capture today. But those are some of
the key tasters, which | hope will whet the appetite to understanding the full project spend and
the evolution of this project behind the review of the public jetty. Thank you

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the motion, | think capital projects in
the Falklands are inherently difficult and difficult to predict and difficult to manage. And
hopefully here, these changes that we've accepted through this report will improve our
management of capital projects. But | think people should be aware that we're on a journey,
we still have a long way to go to improve the management of capital projects. It is a journey,
we are on the right direction, it's heading in the right direction. But there is some way to go.

Mr Speaker
Does any other Honourable Member wish to speak to this motion?
The Honourable Leona Roberts

Very briefly, Mr Speaker, | completely echo what my Honourable Colleague just said about this
being a journey. | think there's no lack of desire to see improvements in the delivery of capital
projects. | know that that is felt throughout the departments that are also trying to deliver it.
There are a lot of risks. There's a lot of pressure, and they're inherently difficult. But also, | think,
absolutely, you know, we do need to keep learning from failings that we see. And so | think we
will continue to push on in that direction.

| would say | think the comments made by my Honourable Colleague Teslyn Barkman about the
PAC's, you know, commitment to their work? Absolutely. | think it's admirable. And you know,
there is value in these reports. | think the point about difficulties accessing historic information
and being able to interview key players really just goes back to the fact for me that the more
quickly the PAC can approach and look at projects, the better chance of accessing the relevant
information of people because | think inevitably, when you're going back 10 years or more, you
know, things get lost in the shadows of history, but | do thank them for their work.

Mr Speaker

Any other Honourable Member wish to speak to the motion?

Honourable Members, the motion before the House is that this House accepts the response
from the Governor (in Council) on the Public Accounts Committee Report on the Review of the

Public Jetty Phase One, is there any objection to passing that motion? There is no objection,
that motion is carried.
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Clerk of the Assembly
Motion 10 of 2023 by the Honourable Teslyn Barkman

That this House believes that action should be taken by the Falkland Islands Government to
combat the soil and carbon loss emergency, by providing a financially supportive scheme that
allows landowners to rest Camps, and, in order to achieve this, should create a specific project
officer to take the work forward with urgency, and who should also be tasked with developing
proposals to tackle our drying land and protect habitats through land management advice,
target setting and objectives, and calls on the Honourable Chief Executive to report back to the
Assembly by October 2023 on the action taken on this matter.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman
Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to the Clerk for reading out the full motion.

This Motion is in response to the RBAs Farmers Week in 2023. Where a request was made
repeatedly to provide an incentive to rest land as soon as possible, as well.

As I've outlined before, this is already something that is on the radar of Government and is an
undertaking of both Department of Agriculture and the Department of Environment to make
sure that we understand our climate, and what's happening to it as best we can. But I'm hoping
that this Motion will also allow some space to give them an opportunity to be able to try other
things, and | think as my Colleague MLA Spink outlined very well, modify schemes as the science
catches up. | think that's quite a nice sentence. And this country does have an obligation to
setting targets and making sure that we gathered appropriate advice. And I'm proposing that
this can be done whilst we've also given this option to landowners to be able to take specific
action where it's needed. And the urgency for this is our severely drying land and anyone who
has been out to Camp recently and felt it crack under their foot, maybe not this week - it has
been raining a fair bit, but it'll be interesting to see in the summer with the increasing wind
speeds and lack of rain that will come all too familiar with just hearing the crackle of white grass
under your feet rather than it actually be something that's keeping the carbon and water in our
land.

Knowing that erosion and hydrophobic peatlands are a large scale, severely challenging habitats
to recover. | thought of just a few bullet point reasons why | hope that my Colleagues will rise
to support this Motion today, although I'm incredibly hopeful that they will not least listening
to the Youth Parliament raised this as a concern earlier.

So, we've got Steffie Carter's work on soil mapping, which could be used to highlight areas at
risk of erosion. | would say, there's, you know, there's an adequate database from speaking to
people who understand what's happening on the lands to be able to say, well, maybe there
could be areas that could be rested, if there was enough of an incentive to do so. So, it didn't
distract from your business. But there's also options to look at the science behind it. And that
data gathering to be able to think about what it takes to restore coastline, mountains, wetlands,
and grasslands, but also give permission for that to happen as soon as possible. And while we
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know that the permission is there, this takes money, it's maintenance, and it draws income
away from a business that will use that pasture land to graze animals, but also, you know, their
own time, which isn't free when you run a business to be able to fence off areas of significant
erosion to protect that from getting worse.

So, giving farmers an additional option to diversify their businesses and respond to the lands
needs is something that benefits everybody. And it would need a requirement to maybe also
reduce grazing overall, rather than just move animals from one Camp into another. And | think
this will be thought through, not by me, but hopefully by the person tasked to do the work. But
| can't stress enough that this benefits the whole country, and also, you know, we want to be a
government that's environmentally aware. And | think, in the last Assembly in this, | think I've
seen some great movement to support the environment. | just hope that we can take the next
step.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | would like to second please.

Mr Speaker

Do you wish to speak to it? Are you going to reserve your ...
The Honourable Gavin Short

| reserve my contribution whatever is I’'m reserving.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker, I'm not sure | agree with creating officers, perhaps assigning them
would be a more appropriate way.

| do support getting something done. | thought that we were already asking for this work to
progress. I'm really unsure what this Motion asks other than to repeat again, what it says in
our Island Plan development plan, which we passed again, in the last EXCO. What that says is
to develop a mitigation and adaption plan for climate change that will include addressing the
challenges of drying land, water management and rainfall. | know the Motion says with urgency.
But unless there's actually a deadline for feeding back, then what does it mean?

I will most likely support the Motion, asit's already a work stream that we've approved. I'm just
not sure what it adds, though without a deadline for the report. And this is a Motion to do what
we're already doing. Perhaps, the Acting Chief Executive can assist by recommending an
achievable deadline that we might actually put into the Motion otherwise | fail to see what it
adds. Thank you, Mr Speaker
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The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you. | don't know, Mark, maybe if you've not seen the latest version of the Motion, but
there is a deadline to report back of October 2023. So that you might have missed that with the
poor connection in to the UK.

What this Motion does is it escalates the programme. And, it puts a specific officer behind it to
take it forward. As we've heard earlier today with the marine managed areas project while that
is a priority piece of work for this Government, we've seen it slip for six years, | think it was
when it was first brought to us made back in 2017. Just on the edge lacking the policy support
to get it over the line and then new problems turned up. We've also heard earlier today about
the work of rural economy groups, you're right there is work happening in this area. But we
don't want to be in that data gathering position, building a baseline without the urgency to take
it forward. So what | would what I'm asking of this House is that and hoping that you will agree
that we need to take some action steps and as a unit working together for the environment,
give the right space for an officer to be able to suggest action taking steps. And even if you need
to gather that baseline as we go, we'll at least be taking some action against the soil loss that's
currently happening around the islands.

I'm also aware that you weren't here at Farmers Week, so may have missed some of those
presentations. But the urgency is very well known by SAERI, by Falklands Conservation and
farmers and Rural Business Association. And | think there was a very strong request that we
don't want to be in the same position next year, still gathering a baseline.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Yes, sorry, thank you, Mr Speaker, | am attending virtually for those who those who can't see,
there is some sort of very odd feedback from time to time that prevent me being able to, to
hear everything as clearly as maybe it is. | think if the motion has changed, it seems to be
changing continuously working from an Order Paper that and then | saw changes to the Motion
earlier, but perhaps someone could send me an updated wording of the Motion, that that | can
actually see and then either, otherwise, I'm going to find it very difficult to vote on the motion.
Unless somebody repeats it again, before we finally get a vote, perhaps.

Mr Speaker
| will be repeating it for you in full. The last version that we have.
The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. This motion is incredibly important, it's all encompassing.
But it may well be a compromise at some point, as the morning progresses. We all want to help.
We all want to assist. This position if it was agreed, lets think of the timeline here. So first, it
has to be a job description. Then there'd be an evaluation, then there'd be a grading, then the
salary, then be advertising, then there would be flights, housing. |1 don't know how long all that
would take. But a contract that was, say four years that I'm saying £200,000, it would be more
than that. | prefer to spend that money on taking practical measures to help those who need
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assistance. And we already have people working on most, if not all of this. | don't believe that
the post would be a good way. So, a good use of taxpayers money. There's been little or no
discussion amongst Members, or senior staff. And the only way | would go anywhere near
supporting this is if we create a specific project officer. And we kept in that the Chief Executive
reports back to the Assembly in October on this matter.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | have some of the same concerns. | must admit | would ask for clarity
on that line.

In order to achieve those should create a specific project officer to take the work forward with
urgency. Is that suggesting a new post? Or is it suggesting allocating an officer to a post?

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you. So, | think there's again been some misunderstanding or perhaps people haven't
heard some of what was said earlier, particularly in response to MLA Leona’s, very good
qguestion about the rural economy group. So, there is a 12 to 18 month position currently being
requested through consultancy service. So, | hope that that eases some of MLA Birmingham’s
concern about recruitment lags to get some kind of advice management system going. It's
already in train in some area, and certainly the way in which | specifically wrote the Motion in
this way was so that we could take action, and we could use some of our existing possible
maybe the FIP maybe the ESB, some of our financial supportive schemes for agri/environment
and environment purposes. And we've got a space from which we can we can work. We just
need to be able to draw it together, coordinate it and give officers a tasking to prioritise that
particular type of way. So, | hope that eases the concerns. And in response to both MLA Roberts
and MLA Birmingham's concerns about creation of additional post, they will remember that
we, through the budget process, created a new position to work for Climate change
environment related matters within the Department of Economic Development. And | would
suggest that that would make the perfect position already established to be allocated to this
very important area of Falkland Islands priority, which is mitigating our Country through climate
change. And while we also made that climate change position more permanent, making sure
that there is some joined up approach to how that's going to be deployed across the country -
makes sense. So, | hope that allays the concerns. It's meant to be collaborative is putting some
action behind it, and Members who attended the Falklands Conservation presentation about
target setting, | think they had a valid point. If we want to think about where we want to be in
30 years, we probably want to put some shape behind that. So again, recognising that
Government is very thinly resourced, creating a position that can specifically work to designing
that as we go, and working to those targets makes sense to me. So, | hope Members will take
that information and consider supporting the Motion.

The Honourable Roger Spink
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I'd like to thank my Honourable colleagues for their

comments. | would like to associate myself with the Honourable John Birmingham’s comments.
I think the Motion as it stands is too prescriptive there. I'd like to hear back from officers before
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we actually, you know, make final decisions on what's going to happen, | think, saying we're
going to have a project officer or whatever. | think we need to hear back from officers first.
Thank you.

The Honourable John Birmingham.

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, and thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for her reply.
So, | know I'm not the brightest knife in the in the drawer. But do | take it then that this is not
a new Post? It is the consultant that will be that's already been agreed will come in? Is that
what it is?

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Just addressed - | think the specific project officer would be through the creative position that
we made in the last budget for long term support in this area. What | was trying to allay their
concerns with our consultancy work is that DoA are already taking it seriously. So, they've got
a Consultant - Terms of Reference being drafted, as | think was reported earlier in response to
one of the questions to the House, so that they can look at this area with a bit more priority.
But we want to give that legs into the future. And what I'm suggesting is we give them space to
be able to try and prioritise certain types of work. Certainly, some of the ones that were
discussed at Farmers’ Week, which we, you know, may eventually discount. But | think it was
said, if you can just boot some space in the ground, give him a little bit more leeway for farmers
to be able to plant tussac and fence it off. And think about ways in which that that won't draw
detriment from their business. It sounds like a win, win. So, that's what I'm suggesting.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | want to be clear was met with my Honourable colleague Teslyn
Barkman that I'm not opposed to this Motion. The principle | absolutely agree with. And | think
actually, you know, the discussions we've already had at Gilbert House following Farmers Week
indicated very much a huge level of support for driving this work forward, for getting things
done.

What I'm what | am struggling with is this, what is the post and is with understanding of we're
going.... we did absolutely create this additional post to support environment and climate
change very much part of it. And obviously the rural businesses, the whole Falklands is part of
that. But we felt that there was justification in that position that you know, we were able to
support it in the Budget Select Committee. So, I'm, I'm slightly uncomfortable with redirecting
work kind of on the hoof here in the House without having had those discussions with
Environment, with DoA, with everybody really involved to understand what that is going to look
like. So, | mean, | don't know whether we can perhaps adjust the wording. I'm definitely
comfortable taking that conversation forward, really keen to support and to get some specific
resource behind it. But | struggle with the Assembly doing that without those broader
conversations, which we would normally have, if this was seeking to assign an officer in any
other area to a specific project, | don't think we do it in the Assembly so | can understand the
drive behind it and the desire behind it and the motivation is good. But, that's the piece that
troubles me.
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Mr Speaker
Can we go to the Attorney General?
The Attorney General

Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Just | think it just might be worth highlighting. Because | think it's
one of the comments that's that has been alluded to by Members.

There was a report considered by the Executive Council just this week, which is largely going to
be a published report, if it hasn't yet already been published, report reference 105/23 in
relation to the Islands Plan. It does seem that a number of the issues that are within the Motion
are within the Islands Plan objectives, which | think one of the Members is... now that part of
that report, | think the part that's not actually published includes some detailed dates of
expectations for when that work would be completed. Now, as far as I'm aware, Executive
Council didn't propose to change any of those dates. But | wonder whether that might also be
a mechanism by which Members may wish to have a look at that work and decide and | think
there were comments around the prioritisation of the work that is within the Islands Plan, and
that might provide another alternative way to achieve what Members wish to achieve in this
area.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members, may | make my intervention now. | actually do
hear what my friend the Attorney General has just said and also other Members. | sort of get
the feeling. And here | speak from a Townie and not a Camper that we're meandering a bit on
this one, perhaps not going ahead as quick as we should, or certainly the farming community
seems to want us to and | for one, | want to see stuff happening rather than sitting around
producing more hot air as we seem to do nothing or go very, very slowly. So, there may be
another piece of work that might have to be tied to this or no, could be separate. And that is |
think we're going to have to be brutal with ourselves and thinking about if land is drying out, if
stock levels have to drop even with the measures, perhaps that is perceived in this Motion,
you'll have some units in Camp may become economically unviable as they stand. We may have
to let nature take its course now in that respect. But as | say, | think this is just a way of trying
to sharpen and focus our thinking to try and get something to actually happen rather than just
talking about it endlessly.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker, | want to be really clear with my views, | recognise the issue, and |
support doing something about it, | support the work as | did when we put together the plan
the delivery plan, as I've talked about earlier.

Now, if the work is dragging or going too slowly, then I'm absolutely more than happy to have
a conversation and find out how we can expedite the work. | think that's probably the way we
should be doing this. I think putting it in the Assembly is a good thing that we've had a discussion
about it. And | don't detect that there's any resistance to try and find solutions to the problems
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around the Table. And hopefully people will take some heart from that. As | said before, I'm not
entirely sure what the Motion adds to what we're already doing.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | think the very fact that | went through the pieces | went
through about everything from the job description and everything that would happen actually
just shows that | am a bit confused. And so, unless the Motion is changed, and that taken out,
| will not be supporting this Motion.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

I'd really like to thank my Honourable Colleague Gavin Short for pointing out something which
| think many people listening to this will also be aware of, which is that point about meandering.
And whilst | take the Attorney General's point about the Islands Plan delivery plan. Someone
has read that many times over six years in different iterations. Timelines slip and priorities slip,
priorities change. And in the meantime, our Country is blowing into the sea. And that is
evidence based, there is data on that, and SAERI have been gathering information and
presenting it to us, we're not really doing anything about it is what it feels like to me. And we
can gather data, but actually doing something about it, the action to be taken to keep that in
the ground. We support restoration work, we support tussac planting. And those are great
things that we should keep doing. But if we've got opportunities elsewhere to give our
landowners, (I keep saying permission, but it's not the right word), the opportunity and the
option to be able to earmark off parts of their land that need to recover and not have them
have that financially detriment to their business, that's a win for the environment. It supports
the agriculture sector. And it supports our future, because our land stops blowing into the sea.
| mean, I'm happy to redress. But | think there's been some confusion over creating a specific
project officer which this notes, we've got a new position, not the existing one, we created a
new position within Policy and Economic Development that has yet to be assigned to a task. |
think this is a very good space for them to be tasked on to, but maybe it also sits better within
Agriculture. And | know long term I'd like to see Agriculture and Environment maybe as one
department, a separate department, but that mean, that's long scale. And I'm certainly not
suggesting that we wait until that happens. But you know, there is so much urgency in getting
some action behind this now. And | know it would be appreciated not just by the people who
are watching it happen to their lands, but to the scientists who've been tasked with gathering
the evidence that if this House could give some urgency or recognise the urgency in supporting
action measures, that would be great. And I'd quite happily entertain amending the motion to
allow that support to materialise. But to get back to my original point about the Islands Plan
delivery plan, and watching timeline slip. We are also all too familiar with those timelines
slipping because of a lack of resource or a change in priority. That's why | present that put some
urgency and some prioritisation to it being one specific person's job to carry it forward. But like
| say, if there isn't going to be support for that, and if Members could indicate, then I'd quite
happily think about amending the wording to that. But | feel like maybe next year, we'll be back
creating a position at the next budget. And that's fine too. And maybe that's the way to do it.
But | wouldn't want to see action not happen as a result. So, thank you, Mr Speaker,
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The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, Honourable Member as much for people listening as anything else, | wouldn’t like
anybody to get the impression that nothing is happening, things are happening. And the
gathering of information, it would be one of the prime tasks of an individual if this post was
created, and we know how difficult it is to get information. So, this is the last thing | shall say.
As it stands, | will not support this Motion.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker, | would just point out that the Islands Plan delivery plans only been
around two years we didn't have one in the last Assembly, the work stream has already nailed
down within that. We already have the officer that has been pointed out. I'm a Member of
Executive Council and I'm more than happy as a Member of Executive Council to propose that
we expedite this somehow, I'm really happy to try and get the work done. But | just can't quite
understand and the | mean the motion still reads to me about creating an officer. But if we take
that bit out, but the Motion that is to do some work that we're already doing. So, I'm not sure
| can support it either.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Yes, this is a really interested discussion. | wouldn't be able to see clear,
you know that | have absolutely no hesitation in trying to expedite some of this work. | think
it's something that even the last Assembly we were we were really trying to progress with
environmental action. | have no question about the issues faced by climate change, the
challenges that are facing not just our rural economy, but yes, Camp in particular, with their
livelihood based on the land.

| mentioned, | think in an earlier response, that | think it is absolutely time that we took a really
hard look at how we consider and value our land and our environment. And so, | welcome
anything that moves this forward. We had a really interesting presentation from
representatives of Spring Creek, about three months ago, | was one of the ones that was there
was really keen to look at how we might take forward the proposals on land easements, have
been massively supportive of trying to progress with carbon credits. So, all of those things, |
think, are really, really good. But do I, can | say, hand on heart that | understand them? And |
understand the implications? No, | can't. And | think that | wouldn't like to suggest that our
government officers who are working on these things have been meandering or dragging their
heels in any way, because | think they're in a very difficult position where they're being asked
to put forward advice and guidance for landowners and farmers as to what they do with their
land, with their stock, how they handle their livelihoods. That's an enormous responsibility. And
they want to be absolutely sure that the advice and the guidance that they're giving is not taking
individuals down a road where there might be negative, unintended consequences. So, you
know, | think, | think they are working really hard on this stuff. But, it's complex. And so, you
know, | would credit them for the work they're doing there. And | think one of the things we've
been talking around here is almost criticising information gathering and data gathering. And as
all of my Honourable colleagues who have sat around the Table with me will know, | get
massively impatient, and | just want to see things happen. But one of the messages that | took
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away very clearly from Farmers Week, was the importance of data gathering, and evidence and
information upon which to base decisions and advice, and also allowing you to measure in the
future, but so somewhere, we've got to be able to do that groundwork. And, and still really
bring about positive action and change. | think it is difficult. | come back to the point, though,
that yes, | struggled to allocate an officer's time without having had those discussions with the
departments.

| support the principle of the motion, | really do. | think, if nothing else, in fairness, | don't sort
of agree with some of the previous comments that it doesn't really bring much new. It's what
we've already said, we wanted, prioritising and progressing, but it does send a message. And |
guess sometimes that that in itself can perhaps be reassuring for people. And you know, give
an indication that yes, there is support behind it. So, | think | want to support this motion, but
I'm just not quite sure how we deal with this officer time piece, and | guess that's where my
difficulty lies. | can't even kind of on the hoof suggest a change, which would, which would
perhaps appease everybody, but | very much want to see the work taken forward. But also
understanding what we're saying we're taking people off if we're if we're reallocating, and have
those departments second to, to manage when we know the pressure that they're under.

Mr Speaker
Does any other Honourable Member wish to speak?
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

| just like to stress | think it was picked up. No one here is suggesting that departments are
meandering. I'd say that that's us. We layer on new priorities to departments who are already
overwhelmed all the time, and it detracts them from getting work done. And | go back to the
point that | made at the beginning, which was the marine managed areas project as a prime
example of that. We kept giving them new tasks to do because there was a lot happening in
the environment and that department needs to be bigger. We created one, we made it bigger,
we keep growing it, keep giving them more things to do because there's more and more that's
coming up, but that's part of why this Motion was designed in the way that it is because you
need to be able to give them some more muscle they in their arm, rather than just saying, We
know you've given you a huge task, and let's wait to decide next year as to whether you need
some more help to do that.

I’'m feeling a little bit disillusioned, | suppose, but because | think some of the comments are a
little bit unfair, even though it's in the Islands Plan, | don't think it recognises it as an emergency.
And actually, in using that word, this House could do quite a lot more. Not just in signalling to
the public that we are taking this seriously. But also, that the more we can build that kind of
urgency into our policymaking or into the prioritisation of things, it actually might go into the
next Assembly, which we can never guarantee we will be a part of. And it's going to need a long
term support behind it. So, putting the right officers in place to support that now it makes
sense. | go back to a point that the Honourable Roger Spink made earlier, which was, you know,
take some actions now and let the science catch up. We've got a lot of science and nobody's
discrediting that. | have been involved in Peaty Pals, and, you know, they had just had
international Bob day last week, there are people out there trying so much to understand
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what's happening in our environment. I'd like to see the seriousness of what they’re finding,
reflected through this House. Because it is an emergency, and there's no other way to describe
it. But | would really, really like to see some long term work as well. But giving you an option
for an easement shouldn't be this hard to achieve. And | think that's what I'm hoping to draw
out. So hopefully that addresses your concerns Mark.

Mr Speaker

Before | put this Motion to the vote, and it will be a formal vote. Do you wish to make any
amendments to this Motion?

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman
Yeah, | can | reword it.
Mr Speaker

You can make a suggested amendment, whether the amendments is accepted is another
matter, but that's for the House.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Mr Speaker, if | could read the Motion now as | would amend it. Would that help.

Mr Speaker

Yes.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

| will read very slowly.

Motion 10 of 2023 by the Honourable Teslyn Barkman

That this House believes that action should be taken by the Falkland Islands Government to
combat the soil and carbon loss emergency by providing a financially supportive scheme that
allows landowners to rest Camps. And in order to achieve longevity behind the project as well
as taking it forward with urgency, in the future Government should consider tasking an officer
with developing proposals to tackle a drying land and protect habitats through land
management advice, target setting and objectives and calls on the Chief Executive to report
back to the Assembly by October 2023 on action taken on this matter.

Mr Speaker

Okay, have you got a written version of that. Can you let me have it.

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 27 July 2023
66



The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

It’s in my head. But part of that is because | want to be able to give the space and leeway has
been has been indicated by my Honourable colleagues that they may not wish to create a new
opportunity: a new project officer. So, that part has been removed and instead we're just
tasking a regular government officer. But it does add something new because target setting and
objectives, | don't think make part of the Islands Plan delivery plan.

Mr Speaker

I'm not sure I've got the final version of this.

Attorney General

Mr Speaker, would it help if | if | read it what | think was suggested. | think, Mr. Speaker, the
proposed amendment is to omit the words in the revised motion that say, “This should create
a project officer to take the work forward with urgency and who should also be tasked”. So it's
to omit those words and to replace it with. So it runs on from “in order to achieve longevity
behind the project, as well as taking this forward with urgency. In future, Government should
consider tasking an officer” and then you return to the original motion “with developing
proposals to tackle”.

Mr Speaker

Okay, so that amendment as proposed, and hopefully you've, you've all heard it is ...

The Honourable John Birmingham

I'd say something.

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members. It was sent not so long ago, that we seem to be
meandering. That was a term used when the exact opposite to that is knee jerk. And this is.... |
am not convinced, that this motion as it stands is the right way forward. So, | just like that noted.

Mr Speaker

Okay. Well, this amendment hasn't been accepted yet. Do you have a seconder for those
amended words, assuming that everybody knows now what the amendments are?

You're willing to second.
The Honourable Gavin Short

I’m willing to second.
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Mr Speaker

The Honourable Gavin Short to second, the amendment.

Is there any objection to amending the motion? As we think it is?

Well, I'll read it out in full anyway. Before that, is there any objection to that amendment?
The Honourable Leona Roberts

Can | make a suggestion to the amendment. Given everything I've said about my concerns
about approving a post on the floor. | would actually just remove the words “in the future”.
Because | think that takes any urgency out of it .”in the future” just leaves it far more open
ended, let's say, if you want to try and push something with some, some urgency then | would
take that out.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Agreed. Thank you.

Mr Speaker

Okay, | think we've got a final set of words.

The motion is that this House believes that action should be taken by the Falkland Islands
government to combat the soil and carbon loss emergency by providing a financially supportive
scheme that allows landowners to rest Camps, and in order to achieve longevity behind this
project, as well as taking it forward with urgency, Government should consider tasking an
officer with developing proposals to tackle our drying land and protect habitats through land
management advice, target setting and objectives, and calls on the Chief Executive to report
back to the Assembly by October 2023 on the actions taken on this matter.

Does that agree with what everyone thinks we're now voting on?

Okay, we will now take a formal vote support or otherwise of that motion?

Clerk of the Assembly

The Honourable John Birmingham - yes or no? No.

The Honourable Leona Roberts - yes or no? Yes.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman - yes or no? Yes.

The Honourable Gavin Short - yes or no? Yes.

The Honourable Roger Spink - yes or no? Yes.
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The Honourable Mark Pollard - yes or no?

Not quite sure what's going on with the Mark. We've lost your main screen just gone to sleep.
Mark, can you come back in again? vote please. Yes or no?

The Honourable Mark Pollard

It didn’t disconnect from here, | could hear and see everything, | was just responding.

I will vote yes. But I'll clarify that because | will vote yes, because | don't really believe it does
change an awful lot, but Yes, because | support the action anyway.

Mr Speaker

The result of that vote is that five are for and one against, so the Motion is carried.

Clerk of the Assembly

Motion 11 of 2023 by the Honourable John Birmingham

The Legislative Assembly Standing Rules and Orders Schedule 3: Duties of Members of the
Legislative Assembly, Paragraph 2 states: “To be a full time member of the Falkland Islands

Legislative Assembly and be available at whatever times required. It is expected that:

(1) Members will be available to attend for government business in Stanley from midday
Monday until 4.30pm Thursday.

| propose to the House that as a method of possibly attracting more candidates from the Camp
to stand for election, the clause be amended to read:

(1) Members will be available for government business from midday Monday until 4.30pm
Thursday”.

The Honourable John Birmingham,

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, over the years and in this House, I've won, I've lost, there
has been the odd draw.

So yes, this is this is far more simpler, and will be a breeze, more will be said Mr Speaker about
lan Hansen later, | have no doubt.

But, we now have an opportunity to tweak the rules of this House to allow more flexibility for
a person who lives in Camp to stand to be elected. And, to serve taking a full part in the
Assembly’s business. It may not make a difference. But | believe it's doable and worth a try this
Assembly has two and a bit years to go, this would be an ideal opportunity for somebody who
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is thinking about it, doesn't want to commit to four years, to give them a taste of what it's like
in Gilbert House and in this House.

| think that's about for opening it up.

The Honourable Gavin Short

| wish to second the Motion, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker

The Honourable Gavin Short, do you wish to speak on it at the stage?
The Honourable Gavin Short

Yes Please, | do thank you. | suppose really, there's going to be some who's going to sit back
and say this seems like a policy on the hoof. But we're sort of galloping towards a by-election,
as my colleague has said, as a Camp by-election. And it's an area where we've had or seem to
have had an awful lot of problems in getting people to stand in the past. | had rather hoped
that would have been your real push in the last Assembly to try and find out what some of the
impediments or perceived impediments were to standing and | think they got lost somewhere
along the way. We've done nothing in this Assembly either, so in a way, as imperfect as perhaps
this is, in the eyes of some this is an opportunity to try and put something in place to see as my
colleague said two and bit years whether this might make it flexible enough to people in our
rural community to consider standing for this House. So, this is why I've supported my colleague
across the great divide in his endeavours.

Mr Speaker
The Honourable Fiona Roberts, Leona, sorry | was listening to something in my right ear.
The Honourable Leona Roberts

It's already been a long day, Mr Speaker, on this one occasion | will let you off! | have been
called worse, but perhaps without the Honourable!

| struggle with this Motion; | have to admit. As my Honourable colleague across the way just
said, you know, it is making changes again, on the hoof, based upon what? | think is my
question. |, you know, is the difference of going have to be having to be in town on Monday
afternoon, really going to make, a sudden flood of people come up to stand for election, maybe
it will, but I've seen nothing that suggests that that's even remotely a reality. The fact is that
even if they don't have to be in town, those individuals, will that individual, sorry those
individuals because it will apply to all Camp MLAs, will still have to be available for meetings.
So, you know, Monday afternoons, MLA meetings, or goodness knows what else, they will have
to be sat at their desk, kitchen table, wherever it might be. So, | really, really struggled to think
that this is going to be the deciding factor in whether you stand for election or not. And if it is,
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then that poses a whole bunch of other questions for me, Mr Speaker, to be honest. So, | would
be very interested in hearing my Honourable colleague’s views on why you believe this would
make a difference.

The Honourable Gavin Short mentioned the fact that we'd like to see more work done to
understand this. | mean, | completely agree. And | think that that's something that certainly
MLA Pollard and | said perhaps four, five, six months ago, that actually we would really like to
see what has previously been named the Members Remuneration Panel, which is a misnomer,
to be honest, that needs to be reworked anyway. But we'd like to see that drawn together,
much, much further ahead of the general election, | would certainly like to see that we're really
starting very, very soon. And to look at, at not just the how we try and encourage more Camp
residents to stand for seats. But more broadly, | think | think it does need a really serious look
at and | won't even go into the remuneration element. But you know, that's, that's certainly
something. But | would like to see that work start earlier, MLA Pollard was of the same view.
And | would push for that too, because | think if we're going to make changes on the conditions
and working terms for MLAs, then it needs surely it needs to be based on something.

And I'm not getting that from here, given MLA Birmingham said it might not make a difference.

| think there are, there are much broader issues. | think that there is detriment in this, you
know, one of my.... I'm not a Camper, but | absolutely support our rural community. | want
Camp to have a really, really strong voice, in not just when they're talking about Camp related
issues, but in absolutely everything. I'm a firm believer, we are one country, we're one
community, and we should all be pushing in the same direction. So, | want Camp to have a
strong voice to be at the Table all the time, not to just be an occasional, you know, three days
a week representation. | don't think that's necessarily in the best interests of Camp.

Anyway, | could probably go for ages. | have already bit. So, my questions, | guess, then to my
Honourable Colleagues are, what is this based on? What difference do you really believe that
will make? How do we ease the pressures of things like, at the moment as staff will attest, trying
to get a briefing for all MLAs into the diaries is a nightmare? We're taking out yet another half
day? How do we get around those things to make sure that Camp is really well represented
and not just in a sort of time line.

The Honourable Mark Pollard
Thank you, Mr Speaker.

I will confirm that yes, | did agree and do agree with starting to work as soon as possible on how
we operate, how we work. | wouldn't go over the same the same points that MLA Roberts had
made. | would align myself with them as well.

| would just say, you know, firstly, you know, can you see me? Can you hear me? We've been
through that a couple times already. At this meeting. Talking from across the great divide, quite
literally there are some issues. So, I'm working remotely this month, | have been told that |
cannot sit on EXCO during this month. There are clear technology issues that prevent me from
joining certain meetings. There are security issues which prevented me from joining certain
meetings. They hadn't come up before, they were new to me. But I'm concerned that we
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haven't fully explored and the repercussions of that meeting this change. | do want to
encourage more people to stand. That's something | absolutely believe in. And I've always have,
| think the more choice that people have, when they go to the polls, the better government we
will have and the stronger we will be for it. Time and time again, during the referendum on a
single constituency, | kept hearing that the work being done about how we attract people in, |
would rather see our work done, whatever it is, and whoever's doing it, than try to make
changes that we haven't fully considered. So, | have a lot of reservations about this.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr. Speaker, it's possibly a compromise on this also. I've got to emphasise; this is not knee jerk.
This is nothing like that last Motion. This was brought up last year in Gilbert House by me, and
| didn't get the support for it. And that's the way it goes.

It's been discussed, this is not just straight out of the door. So, I'd like to make that point. And
although it's not perfect, is it ironic, | don't know whether it is or not. MLA Pollard is saying that
it can't be done because of the technology, there are hiccups. There are hiccups with when
somebody is flying in on FIGAS, | guess sometimes the plane doesn't get in. So, nothing is
perfect, except obviously, the secret one. So, | would like to | would like to make those points.
And I'll put this to Members that perhaps a compromise. If it's possible, legally possible, | do
not know, that this be an experiment until the end of this Assembly. Because this is an
opportunity. And | can assure Members, that there is some support in the Camp for this, bearing
in mind that you speak to five people, you get 10 different opinions. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman
Thank you, Mr. Speaker in rising to support this motion.

Just to address MLA Birmingham'’s first point, | think roles responsibilities are sorted out before
a new Assembly comes into place. I'd expect for the next general election that, this could be
removed. And that trial suggestion is probably a worthy one.

To address the point of this, | know | become a little bit of a broken record when it came to the
single constituency, because | go back to this point, the point of this Motion as | see it is: it
recognises the goal that understanding our country, and having people around the Table of the
Assembly who understand this country the best. That's the goal. It's not taking register of eight
people in Stanley, because they're the ones that can make it there. And we need people with a
view of Camp involved in politics. And you can support Camp as much as we do. It doesn't mean
you understand it. It doesn't mean that you understand the nuances of how it works together.
And not even someone at Port Stephens can appreciate all of the struggles of someone in North
Arm. They've got completely different interests. We talk about Camp as a block, but it's an
incredibly diverse place. And 99% of our country is important. And most of it is a long way away
from Stanley. And the point of this, as | see it, it gives a bit of flexibility to people who don't
have a committee meeting or Executive Council meeting that week, to be able to stay with their
family a day longer. Not adding the expense to the taxpayer of having to pay fuel connectivity
to get in and Camp MLAs have the largest expenses and that is something someone will be
exposing themselves to, to the public and the electorate. Are you worth that much money. Are
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you worth twice what a Stanley one is paid. That's a legitimate concern for someone when they
want to stand to be elected, that kind of criticisms that they'll face throughout that period. So
giving people a bit more space and leeway to be able to stay at home, stay with their family,
and also engage with politics and share their understanding seems to make sense to me. | take
the current system that we have for videoconferencing isn't perfect, maybe we can look to
improve that dedicated link, share itself with every time someone gets a large email come in. |
think that was actually suggestion of Mark’s a couple of days ago, and | think it's very valid one,
we've got important meetings to happen, we shouldn't be fighting over every time someone
sends a very large project slide through to every one of our email accounts. | do support this
Motion. And you know, give it a go and see if we get more Camp resident candidate standing
for election and | think it's important.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members in rising to support the Motion? All | say is, you know, | think
it makes sense. If we can have someone in UK joining us remotely for every meeting, we can
have someone on West Falklands joining us for every meeting, | don't think that should be a
problem. As regards EXCO, well, if someone is elected to EXCO, for Camp, who lives out there,
they will have to attend those specific meetings that are not able to go on remotely, but most
meetings can go on remotely. | think this gives the flexibility to encourage people to stand in
Camp. And | think it's necessarily because | think, with the loss of MLA Hansen, the sad loss of
his knowledge of West Falklands, we have nobody that lives in Camp on this Assembly. | think
we should pass this resolution in order to at least encourage people in Camp to think about
standing. So, | think it's a worthy trial.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | think my Honourable Colleague Teslyn Barkman Freudian slipped
there when she said about getting the best people around the table, | presume she meant
virtually.

| want to be clear, I'm here because | feel | have to be here, and I'm here for one month.
Personally, I'd much rather be in the room and trying to get the work done from there. The
idea that anyone could go through the madness of trying to attend meetings virtually for two
years, I'd be asking them to monitor their mental health fairly carefully to do that. But | feel
strongly that the technology still isn't reliable enough. And | find it very hard to replicate what's
going on. I've said my piece, | won’t go over it again.

The Attorney General

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | thought it would just be helpful just to make a couple of points,
particularly having listened to the debate on the Motion.

| think the first point is that what are the current duties of the Members of the Legislative
Assembly and what paragraph (2) of Schedule 3 to the Standing Orders says is “To be a full
time member of the Falkland Islands Legislative Assembly and be available at whatever times
required -full stop”. That is the duty. There are then effectively three bullet points below that,
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one of which is that members are expected... (And these are expectations, these are not
requirements) So, there is already not a requirement that this be met. So arguably, the Motion
isn't necessary in order to allow Members to attend remotely.

It's it already it is simply an expectation that they will be available to attend for government
business.

| think another point was made by MLA Roberts and then others that this will apply to all Camp
MLAs? Well, no, actually, this will apply to all MLAs. Whilst it may have a greater effect on those
who live in Camp, actually then there would be opportunity or perhaps greater opportunity
than already exists for any Member to not necessarily be within Stanley during the working
week and attend meetings virtually. So, | think it's important to understand that. One of the
things, | think it came up from the point made by MLA Pollard, is that what is not clear is then
what are the expectations, and | do feel that this is a matter that would well be worthy of
further consideration and discussion. Is it intended that someone, as MLA Pollard said, could
not attend any meeting, any meetings, physically? Clearly, that probably isn't what's expected,
so there must be some expectations that Members will attend physically. And | think there
could be more work done.

| don't think that would prevent, Mr Speaker, from Members agreeing the motion, if they felt
and if they felt that that would give some further signalling to assist those to stand who live in
Camp, and give greater emphasis on their ability to attend remotely, but | think it's just worth
making those points. That there probably is a need to have greater understanding then of what
are the expectations and requirements on Members generally. And that's something that could
be done before the next election if Members which wish to do so.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, may have put something to bed here, that there was
absolutely no intention of people acting as a Member and never coming into Stanley, there will
be expectations of them taking full part in Assembly business.

Some years ago, of course, there was the famous individual who was too busy in the summer,
although he employed lots of people, to come into Stanley, and “oh, too busy in the winter,
because he went on holiday every winter”. That person never ever took full responsibility, the
responsibility of the role. Under no circumstances would | ever expect somebody not to behave
in a responsible way. But as the saying goes, “Doctor heal thyself”, then it is up to Members to
decide if somebody is not behaving in the appropriate way. It is up to Members to police the
Assembly.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

| just wondered if the Attorney General could inform the House as to what controls we have to
police the Assembly as Members; | don’t believe we have very many.
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The Attorney General

Thank you, Mr Speaker, Standing Order 25 of the Legislative Assembly Standing Orders.
Actually, the current version on our legislative database, | think doesn't reflect the Standing
Orders as they, have over the years been agreed to be amended by this House. But one of the
things that is required is that after the election members sign, essentially to say that they will
adhere to the Code of Conduct to the Duties of Members of the Legislative Assembly, these are
the duties set out in Schedule 3. And as has been said, the duties there is to be a full time
Member of the Assembly and be available at whatever time is required. It doesn't set out then
how someone is to be considered a full time member and, it doesn't set out what attendance
may be acceptable. | think that certainly would have met virtual attendance at meetings. And
if a Member was felt not to be complying with their duties, then someone who's aggrieved
could submit a complaint in accordance with Standing Order 26. And ultimately, that then
would be as MLA Birmingham said, that would be a matter for the Members of the Assembly
to police that conduct and if necessary, criticise or take whatever action they feel appropriate
in relation to colleagues who were not meeting that obligation to be a full time Member in
whatever way that the expectations developed.

The Honourable John Birmingham
Thank you, Attorney General
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker. So, I'd like to thank the Attorney General for his point and that
clarification there as well. While it might not materially change the substance, it may be it's just
an expectation to be in Stanley, to signal that this Assembly would not hold them to that
expectation does mean something if not just for this by-election only. And it would also give
people that assurance, to hopefully, come and stand and think about trying this job on for two
years or less, actually less, it'll be less than two years.

So, we've got a role in enabling and encouraging residents in Camp to stand in the upcoming
by-election. And | think the contributions that they can make will be decided by the electorate.
The more candidates we get the better. And I'd like to thank MLA Birmingham for putting this
on with it hope that this debate has drawn out that there support for Members, residents in
Camp to really think about taking this job on.

The Attorney General

Can | just make one point Mr Speaker. Prior to MLA Birmingham summing up when he reaches
that point, | would suggest a technical amendment to the Motion, not changing the substance,
but just to make absolutely clear what is being proposed. So, | just wished to sort of flag up,
Mr. Speaker that that was something | would intend to suggest amendments.
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The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So perhaps that technical amendment will answer my question. But |
just want to be absolutely clear, particularly picking up on the last point made by MLA Barkman,
| am absolutely 100%. behind Camp residents standing for Assembly, | would be outraged if
anyone thought otherwise, to be honest. | really do not want the fact that | probably cannot
support this Motion to be in any way misinterpreted as not wishing to see Camp Members, not
wishing to see residents of Camp on the Assembly, because | think, as the Honourable Roger
Spink pointed out, the contribution from having someone who lives and works in Camp has
done their entire lives that's able to give a different perspective is really valuable. But | so
struggle with this, | think there is such lack of clarity for me in what is being proposed. So,
Members will be available for government business from midday Monday to 4pm. Thursday,
there is no requirement whatsoever within that to be within town. Well, in fact, any MLA would
never necessarily have to be available in Stanley, which seems impossible to me. | think in the
in the actual requirement to be a full time member, be available that whatever time is required.
Okay, so yes, definitely for Assembly, for EXCO. But beyond that, is there just no requirement
to be in town at all, because that is not a small change. And maybe that is the change that is
required to allow more people to stand from Camp. But I've come back to the point that this
is without any evidence, and | totally believe my Honourable colleague, John Birmingham. And
when he says that there are people who, who believe that, you know, who would support this
in Camp? Are those people who are going to stand as Camp Members as a result? Or are they
just say, yes, that will make all of it? | don't know. It's unevidenced for me. And so, | am sorry,
very unlikely to be able to support the Motion.

The Attorney General

Thank you, Mr Speaker. So, | think | just detected a slight ambiguity in the wording of the
Motion, in that there's reference to Paragraph 2, which as | say, it does set out the actual duty,
and then list the expectations, and | think it is clear that the intent is simply to substitute the
bullet point that sits under paragraph two. So, | would suggest that the Motion be amended to
omit the words “the clause be amended to read” and substitute in their place “for the first
bullet point in Paragraph 2 of Schedule 3 to the Legislative Assembly Standing Rules and Orders
the following be substituted”. And then the revised paragraph as per the Motion printed in the
Order Paper.

The Honourable John Birmingham
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | think it's time to sum up, isn't it?

Absolutely no way do | or indeed anybody else think that any anybody in this House who is not
happy with this and votes against is, in any sense, anti the rural sector in these Islands, so
please, please don't think that.

There are no promises with this. | could not say no, there's six people willing to stand at the by-
election any more than.... and we've all got examples, have we not of a person that will say, “I
would have gone to that public meeting, but it was at the wrong time”. So, you change the time
to the time that they advised and they don't go to that one either. And somebody else would.
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That's just the way it is. There's no promise of success. Maybe it will make somebody think,
maybe it won't. But it's a trial. And | would ask, would people be willing if it is legal, for the
Attorney General, to put forward that it was a trial until the end of the term of this Assembly?

The Attorney General

I think in relation to that, Mr Speaker, | would suggest we're either amending the Standing Rules
and Orders or we're not amending the Rules and Orders. Of course, that doesn't prevent the
Assembly from then re-amending Standing Rules if it felt appropriate at any time.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Thank you very much Attorney General. Let’s get to an actual decision here. And one last thing
was about the term “l would like to see more work done” is something that we hear a lot of,
and very often, nobody has been specifically tasked to do that work. And so, this, to me, is an
opportunity. And occasionally, we didn't it didn't pan out last year, when | brought it through
to the Members. It looked as if there was a four year term and there you go, this is an
opportunity to allow somebody, hopefully more than one, to go: “Do you know what? | think |
could have a go at that. It is only for two and a bit years”. And | propose the Motion as it is. And
| would be pleased if people voted my way, but it's entirely up to them.

Mr Speaker
The slightly amended motion is: that the House agrees that as a method of possibly attracting
more candidates from the Camp to stand for election, the first bullet point in paragraph 2 of

schedule 3 to the Legislative Assembly Standing Orders, the following be substituted:

(1) Members will be available for government business from midday Monday until 4.30.
Thursday.

I think we'll take a formal vote on this.

Clerk of the Assembly

The Honourable John Birmingham - yes or no? Yes.
The Honourable Leona Roberts - yes or no? No
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman - yes or no? Yes.
The Honourable Gavin Short - - yes or no? Yes.
The Honourable Roger Spink - yes or no? Yes.

The Honourable Mark Pollard - yes or no?

Mr Speaker

Did you get the amended wording, Mark?

The Honourable Mark Pollard
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Yeah. | don't think it makes much difference which way we vote on this one either — Either way,
it’s stilla No

Mr Speaker
So that's Four Yes and 2 No so the motion is carried. That Standing Order will be amended.

The next item on the Order Paper is Portfolio Reports. | suggest that, with the approval of the
House, that since we are now one o'clock’ish, that those portfolio reports are delayed and
submitted at the next Assembly. Everyone seems to be happy with that.

Clerk of the Assembly

Order of the Day — Bills

Supplementary Appropriation (2022-2023) Bill 2023. This Bill has not been gazetted and we go
to the first reading.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, | beg to move the first reading of the Bill.
The Honourable Roger Spink

| second the Motion

Mr Speaker

The Motion is that the Bill be read a first time — any objection to the Motion? There is no
objection. The Bill will be read a first time.

Clerk of the Assembly
Supplementary Appropriation (2022-2023) Bill 2023
The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, this Bill provides for supplementary expenditure in 2022-23 of £2,656,000 within
the department for Development Commercial Services. It includes funding for the extension of
contracts for broadcast television, radio and MiPlayer which was approved by Executive Council
and Standing Finance Committee in December of 2022. And also funds to cover the additional
cost of fuel during the year which was in excess of the original budgeted values.

Within the Department of Health and Social Services. The funds include a package of measures
approved by Executive Council and standing Finance Committee in October 2022, to assist with
the increased cost of living. In addition, the department has seen significant increases in the
cost of pharmaceuticals as well as staffing costs as reported to Standing Finance Committee
throughout the year.
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In the Public Works Department, fuel price per litre has been higher than budgeted and repairs
and maintenance of major equipment has been an excess of original budgeted values due to
higher production.

In the Executive, higher FIGO flight passenger volume, which has been offset by greater
passenger revenue.

This Bill provided the legal authority for the additional sum of £2,656,000, which replaces the
same sum which was submitted by myself on Contingencies Warrant 1.

Mr. Speaker, | beg to move that the Bill be read a second time. Thank you.
The Honourable Roger Spink

| second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Bill be read a second time. Does any Honourable
Member wish to speak to the motion?

There is no debate. Is there any objection to dealing with this Bill by the short procedure? There
is no objection, the Bill will be read a third time and do pass.

Clerk of the Assembly

Supplementary Appropriation (2022-2023) Bill 2023

Motion for Adjournment.

The Acting Chief Executive

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | beg to move that the House stands adjourned Sine Die.
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, at this Assembly we no longer have with us the Honourable
MLA lan Hansen, and | would just like to pay tribute to him, who is a friend of all of us, and the
great work that he's done over a great number of years as a Member of the Legislative
Assembly.

His knowledge of Camp life and the fact that he was the only Member of the Assembly living in
Camp has given us invaluable insights into the issues surrounding the Camp population. And he

has been a very diligent servant to his electorate in Camp over those years. And | wish him all
the best in his recovery. Thank you.
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The Honourable Mark Pollard

Mr Speaker, | would like to pass on my best wishes to my colleague MLA lan Hansen. lan did a
lot of years of service for the Falkland Islands. | think it's only right that they recognise that and
| wish lan all the best for the future.

| think on that note, | would also like to briefly just touch on the fact that there will be a by-
election, | think it's really important that we try and get as many people to stand for the by-
election as we possibly can. The role of an MLA is not an easy one, it's time consuming and it
can have some fairly intense consequences at times. But it is an incredibly rewarding role. |
would encourage anyone who was thinking about getting involved to take that leap of faith and
if anyone wishes to talk to any of the current MLAs, certainly | myself would be willing to talk
to anyone who's considering and I'm sure my colleagues will also be willing to talk to you about
the role, | think it's really important to get as many people standing as we possibly can. On that
note | support the motion Mr Speaker, thank you.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. Just for a moment, I'm actually going to put the image of
a plate full of fried chops, goose eggs, couple of fried onions and the mere smidgen of fried
bread just for the back of my mind for a second as | rise to support the motion for adjournment.

| would like to start by joining those who have already spoken in tribute to our former colleague
lan Hansen, who has stood down due to health reasons after many years of selfless service both
to our country and also to the people of the Falklands. I've also seen a few frosty mornings and
| can say that it was an absolute pleasure to serve alongside lan as he had one thing that | will
never have and that was as a real Camper. When it comes to Camp matters, I'm the first to
admit that whilst | wholeheartedly support the Camp and happen will do my best for that
community. There are nuances to living in the Camp that | do not fully understand or
appreciate. And the potential for unintended consequences is always there when making a
decision that on the face of it looks benign. And when it came to decisions that impacted on
the Camp community, | leaned heavily on the advice given by lan and other Camp Members,
and lan knew that life inside out, and | will be forever in lan’s debt for the help that he gave me
in that respect.

I'm afraid though, at this moment, God's waiting room for that is what we've nicknamed the
office that we inhabited along with MLA Birmingham is a much poorer place and | miss my
mornings catch up with lan. Sometimes life though, can deal you a nasty hand at cards, and |
wish you well in your recovery lan, and | do hope that, of course, unless you really want to
embrace the retirement business that we may we'll see you grace this House again one day.

| believe lan though started work at a much earlier age than most who are still around in the
Falklands. And he proved that all you need to be an MLA is a real belief in your country and
people and the driving desire to improve it for those who come after. And he had both in
absolute bucketfuls.
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| struggled to think of a couple of words that sums lan up. And | have struggled, not because |
couldn't think of one or two, in the contrary, there are just too many. So, what | will say is that
you, lan, are a genuine, real Camper who worked selflessly for the whole community, especially
the Camp community. You're a genuine geezer as straight as the day is long, and | am already
missing your presence.

The only other item that | would wish to touch on is our recent foray into North America and
the wonderful world of C24, where we were forced to argue that we should not become a
colony once again. MLA Birmingham and | rode forth on our trusty steeds accompanied by two
of our young ambassadors, Nikki Wilks and Marvis Chipunza ,and | would like to say to them
both and their families that both Nikki and Marvis were worth their weight in gold, especially
when speaking of life here in the Falklands, including sport and their hopes and fears for the
future of a country in which they believe fully and love muchly.

This was my second time away. And I'm happy to say that after the barren years of Covid being
consolidated the situation that we had last year when we talked to Staffers, Think Tankers, the
State Department, Department of Foreign Affairs in Canada to name just a few. Some were
new to us whilst others were catch ups based on last year's visit.

This year, we were able to talk to people about science in which the Falklands punches well
above its weight, as a SAERI representative was also with us. The broadening of our message
must continue and there are already thoughts being formulated, on where we may take this
next year.

That we have to argue that we should not be sold back into a colonial state is somewhat
depressing. But it is something that I'm afraid we must continue, and indeed will continue, to
argue against unless and until the country that wishes to usurp us wakes up and smells the
coffee. And talking of coffee, Mr. Speaker, | support the Motion.

The Honourable Leona Roberts.

Thank you, Mr Speaker, in rising to support the Motion for Adjournment there are a few things
I'd like to say, but not too many. | would also start by paying tribute to our former colleague lan
Hansen who | have known for a good number of years, but don't really got to know was serving
on the same Assembly last year. He was invariably very kind and supportive to a brand new
MLA who had absolutely no clue what she was doing and hopefully have come a little way
thanks to that guidance. But | wish him all the very best in his retirement and hope that he and
Pat managed to get some downtime and maybe enjoy some sun and actually being out in Camp
that | know he loves so much. So, | would thank him for his contribution and wish him all the
best going forwards.

Couple of other bits | would like to touch on. | think it would be really remiss of us not to
mention the World Shearing and Wool Handling Championships and also the Island games. |
think this last month has actually been just incredible. | can’t say | could keep up with everything
that was going on the social media sort of frenzy was constant, but it was wonderful, and | think
the Falklands have every right to be incredibly proud of our competitors who have once again
gone away to these tournaments and to the Island Games and represented Falklands
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admirably. | think, whenever | see the Falklands flag on somebody's shirt or a, you know, flying
over a competition, | get a bit of a bit of a lump in my throat. I'm not a sporty person, but I'm
completely right behind them in all of this and | think the fact that the Island Games team are
coming back with four medals, staggering number of personal bests and national records and
actually, perhaps just as importantly, a whole host of new friends for the Falklands, people who
understand us a little bit better, who've got a connection now to the Falklands, what an
extraordinary thing that is. And in terms of, you know, soft diplomacy. It's incredible. In terms
of lifting a cold, grey dark winter's month beyond measure. | would, from the bottom of my
heart thank all those competitors, and also their support teams, the coaches, the families,
without whom, you know, these people would never manage to get to these tournaments. And
of course, the companies and organisations that put in, including Falkland Islands Government,
that put in the funds to allow them to travel overseas to represent us. So yeah, incredibly proud
of them all.

And speaking of pride, | thought | would just touch on the Youth Parliament again. This is the
International Year of the Youth apparently, so | was informed by the Clerk recently. And so
perhaps is particularly nice that our Youth Parliament were able to be here in the House today.
| thought in terms of representation, they were extraordinary, and did us all proud. | would
thank you again, Mr. Speaker for facilitating that. And Members for their comments back,
which, as | heard from the young people when they left, were very, very much appreciated.

I think happily, that is just about it. We're nearly there. So, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
| do support the motion.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members, as has already been stated for those who were eagerly
listening, my portfolio report on the health service has been delayed, for reasons not that it
isn't ready. It's just that the day has progressed. And we have things to do.

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members, rising to speak to this motion at first, I'd like to say and
echo the words of my other colleagues here. A very public thank you to lan Hansen, for your
service to this Legislature, and to his constituents, as well as the Falkland Islands over 20 years,
probably the longest serving in the time of fully elected representatives. Thank you, lan. And |
also wish you and your partner Pat all the very best for the future.

MLA Short has been to this year's United Nations meeting of the Decolonization with myself.
Politically, no real change. | think it would be fair to say, actually, since | was there in 2005, the
last time. But, with our two Junior ambassadors, Nikki and Marvis, and also a representative
from SAERI, Tara. | detected amongst the people who were open minded, a show of interest
that | felt that the trip was worthwhile. While we may have many problems and issues to deal
with here, there will always be the next door neighbour that continues to peddle lies abroad
and peddle a fantasy in their homeland. | believe it would be folly not to support such trips in
the future. We should also acknowledge the joint support by all political parties in the United
Kingdom. | for one, am confident that as long as we don't become complacent, and maintain
our vigilance the future of these islands, for all the problems that we have, the future is a bright
one.
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Mr. Speaker, as already mentioned, today we had some younger members of the community
speak in this House and speak well. It's not easy. And | would like to also extend my thanks to
their teacher, Miss James, for not only bringing them here, but also for a continued support for
the Youth Assembly.

The Island Games team, | think they did really well. Sport is a tool that we need to continue to
support. And during the rest of my time in this House, | most definitely well.

Just as a small aside here, Eliza Cove tip, | would like to say thank you to PWD on the works
started to improve it. There is improvement. And | would like that noted. Thank you.

There's by-election coming up, we know that. And I'm hoping that there are people listening,
who are thinking seriously, because we do, as has already been said in this House, we need to
get people in here. There's some very intelligent people that just need a push perhaps across
the line. And | think, MLA Mark Pollard said earlier on, if anybody wishes to talk to any of us,
whoever you feel comfortable with, then please do.

Mr Tom Bale is leaving the Islands. Mr Tom Bale is the Head of the Medical Services department,
a person who | was very pleased to pen a reference for. Tom Bale has brought to the health
service, | would suggest, a level of calm professionalism, that has to be an example to many.
To Tom and his family, | wish you all the very best. And it was said last year by a previous Prime
Minister and we do know that there is a famous film star used to say it on screen. We do wish
him all the best for the future. And | believe that in the words of Arnold and this previous Prime
Minister, “he'll be back”. Mr. Speaker, | support motion.

Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker, in rising to support the Motion. |, too, would like to extend my thanks
to lan for his service, but also to point to his kindness. | think as Leona pointed to what was my
first election into the Camp constituency, he showed considerable support. And even when we
disagreed, he was never bitter. And | think | and all of us can learn from that.

I'm very glad that he's put his health first. And his aim is to get better. He has an amazing son
and family, their friends who need him too. And if he's listening, | hope he takes some heart in
that.

Other things that have happened on the RBA Farmers Week that happened earlier this month
for me was incredible, to be able to attend as much as | could. There was so much good value
being shared in the room, so much concern. Obviously, we've been through quite a lot of that
today for the effects of climate change, and to be able to provide farmers with enough tools to
be able to tackle the problems they're facing. There's also a strong presence from the DEFRA
wildfire team who came down (Andy and Rob), who provided a lot of training, as we've seen
around the worldwide wildfires in drying climates are a significant problem.
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Not a problem, completely existential. But it's great to see so many people lent into that as
well. We've got much more to learn about fire risk around the Falklands, and that will form part
of this future work they hope into climate change research.

I, too, was really, really proud to see the Island Games results. | mean, it's not just effort counted
and medals although it's amazing we got some, just such valuable effort and time that's put in
by families, by the competitors, by their support networks. As well as the agency, the National
Sports Council to support them into doing their best is just incredible. But we know that there's
a lot of work behind the scenes that goes unnoticed. So, looking forward to holding a reception
for them, | think its planned for late August when they return.

| was also very proud to see the strong support for the Falklands from the Prime Minister, from
the Foreign Secretary, and the Cross Party Labour Party support that we had in response to
what Argentina was heralding as a massive success with the EU, in getting a terrible word that
isn't associated with us recognised by them. And | was most particularly because | think that
strength and response came without us having to force the point. Unfortunately, we get to use
this, sometimes this barrage from across the water. But actually, I'd say that the current
Government has taken huge steps in trying to raise the profile of the Falklands and we need to
build on that maximise it as much as possible and make sure that incidents like this don't
happen in the future. We've got a great ally in the UK Government. So, it's really great to see
that. That's what I'd like to say. | support the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, it just leaves for me to also pass my good wishes on to lan and hope he
enjoys his retirement and a speedy recovery.

That concludes the business for today. The House stands adjourned accordingly.
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