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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly
Friday 315t March 2023

Madam Deputy Speaker

Good morning, please be seated. Welcome to this sitting of the Legislative Assembly, just the
normal reminder to ensure all electronic devices and phones are in silent mode. Madam Clerk.

Clerk of the Assembly

Confirmation of the Legislative Assembly Record 31% of March 2023.

Madam Deputy Speaker

Are Honourable Members content that | sign this as a true record of the sitting? Thank you.
Clerk of the Assembly

Papers to be Laid on the Table by the Honourable Chief Executive.

Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last sitting
of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to Section 35(1) of the
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977

In accordance with Section 23 of the Falkland Islands Development Corporation Ordinance
2013
e The Falkland Islands Development Corporation Audited Financial Statement and
Annual Report year ended 30 June 2022

In accordance with Section 9 of the Media Trust Ordinance 1989
e Media Trust Report Audited Financial Statement year ended 30 June 2022

In accordance with Section 80(2) of the Constitution the update from the Public Accounts
Committee in respect of internal audit reports
e 7/23 Hospital Purchasing — Satisfactory Rating

In accordance with Section 80 of the Constitution the update from the Public Accounts
Committee in respect of audit reports
e Media Trust Financial Statements Year End 30 June 2022
e Falkland Islands Museum & National Trust Financial Statements Year End 30 June
2022
e Falkland Islands Meat Company Limited (FIMCo) Financial Statements Year End 30
June 2022
e Falklands Conservation Financial Statements Year End 30 June 2022

The Honourable Chief Executive

Madam Deputy Speaker, | hereby lay the aforementioned Papers on the table.
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Madam Deputy Speaker
Thank you. The Honourable Gavin Short
The Honourable Gavin Short

Madam Deputy Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) | move that the Falkland Islands
Development Corporation Audited Financial Statement and Annual Report year ended 30 June
2022 be noted.

As perhaps way of a little explanation, | think I could do worse than turning to the report
prepared by Mazars, and perhaps if | could start off by looking at their opinion;

“We have audited the financial statements of the Falkland Islands Development Corporation
for the year 30™ of June 2022, which comprise the general revenue account, balance sheet cash
flow statement, and note the financial statements including a summary of principal accounting
policies. The financial reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is the
Falkland Islands Development Corporation Ordinance 2013 as amended, and the Finance and
Audit Ordinance of 1988. In our opinion, the financial statements give a true and fair view of
the state of the corporation's affairs as at the 30" of June 2022 and of its results for the year
then ended and have been prepared in accordance with the Falkland Islands Development
Corporation Ordinance 2013 as amended and the Finance and Audit Ordinance of 1988.

“Under conclusions relating to a going concern in auditing the financial statements, we have
concluded that the board members use of the concerned basis of accounting in the preparation
of the financial statements is appropriate. Based on the work we have performed, we have not
identified any material uncertainties relating to the events or conditions that individually or
collectively make a significant doubt on the company's ability to continue as a going concern
for a period of at least 12 months from when the financial statements are authorised for issue.
And finally, perhaps, if we return to matters on which we are required to report by exception,
in light of the knowledge and understanding of the company and its environment obtained in
the course of the audit, we have not identified material misstatements in the board members
report.”

And | commend the Audited Financial and Annual Report for the Year Ended 30" of June
2022 to the House.

Madam Deputy Speaker

Thank you, do we have a seconder?

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Madam Deputy Speaker I second the motion.
Madam Deputy Speaker

Thank you Honourable Teslyn Barkman. Honourable Members, the motion is that Falkland
Islands Development Corporation Audited Financial Statement and Annual Report Year Ended
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30" June 2022 is noted. Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion? There is
no debate. Is there any objection to passing this motion? There is no objection. The Order is
noted.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Madam Deputy Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) | move that the Media Trust
Report Audited Financial Statement year ended 30 June 2022 be noted.

The Media Trust was established in the Falkland Islands on the 16™ of June 1989 in accordance
with the Media Trust Ordinance 1989. The Trust commenced publishing Penguin News in
October 1989; it took over the radio station from the Falkland Islands Government in August
2005 and continued to broadcast throughout the Falkland Islands.

The deficit for the year was £10,786, 2021 deficit of £43,549. The balance on the capital
account carried forward is £178,004; in 2021 it was £188,790. At the 30th of June 2021 the
Trust has net assets of £157,269, 2021 £179,836, and cash of £153,420, and in 2021 £188,278.
The Trust is set up primarily to break even after receipt of grant income. The Trust is funded
primarily through retained earnings and ground income from FIG.

As a consequence of the funding received and approved for the years to 30" of June 2022 and
2023 and the previously unspent reserves, the trustees believe the Trust is well placed despite
the current uncertain economic outlook and accordingly the financial statements have been
prepared on a going concern basis. The accounts contain an unqualified audit report.

Madam Deputy Speaker

Thank you the Honourable Roger Spink, do we have a seconder?

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Madam Deputy Speaker I second the motion.

Madam Deputy Speaker

Thank you, Honourable Members, the motion is that Media Trust Report Audited Financial
Statement year ended 30 June 2022 is noted. Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to
the Motion? There is no debate. Is there any objection to passing this motion? There is no
objection. The Report is noted.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Madam Deputy Speaker under Standing Order Section 41 (3) | move that the update from the
Public Accounts Committee in respect of audit reports as listed by the Clerk be noted.

By way of explanation, the Public Accounts Committee recently considered the following
internal audit 7/23 — Hospital Purchasing which passed with a satisfactory rating. The PAC are
content to await the follow up report noting that there are three medium recommendations and
four low level recommendations from internal audit, and thus there were no recommendations
from the PAC on this report.
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With regards to the Media Trust Financial Statements year end 30" of June 2022, the
Committee discussed the Media Trust financial statements and commended them on their
ability to sustain their work on a limited budget. There were no other comments or
recommendations, and there were no other matters to bring to the attention of the Assembly.
The accounts will now be available to the public at the PAC premises and will be published on
the website in due course.

With regard to the Falkland Islands Museum and National Trust, Falkland Islands Meat
Company and Falkland Islands Conservation Accounts, the Public Accounts Committee were
content and have no further comments. Again, these accounts will be available to the public at
the PAC premises and will be published on the PAC website in due course.

Madam Deputy Speaker

Thank you, do we have a seconder?

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Madam Deputy Speaker I second the motion.

Madam Deputy Speaker

Thank you, Honourable Members, the motion is that the update from the Public Accounts
Committee in respect of audit reports as listed by the Clerk are noted. Does any Honourable
Member wish to speak to the Motion? There is no debate. Is there any objection to passing this
motion? There is no objection. The Reports are noted.

Clerk of the Assembly

Questions for oral response.

Question Number 30/23 by Honourable John Birmingham

The Honourable John Birmingham

Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, can the Honourable Roger Spink please
explain the pathway by which a non-British passport holder would acquire Falkland Islands
Status?

The Honourable Roger Spink

Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, from the first of May 2023 anybody who is a
British citizen, or British Overseas Territory citizen or a British Overseas citizen who has been
ordinarily resident in the Falkland Islands for at least seven years at the time of application, and
who holds a Permanent Residence permit may be granted Falkland Islands status.

For non-British citizens who intend to apply for Falkland Islands status, once eligible, they

should follow the naturalisation pathway under the provisions of the British Nationality Act
1981. You should have lived in the Falklands for a minimum of five years before you're
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eligible to apply for the OTC naturalisation and have been free of immigration restrictions and
held permanent residence during the last 12 months of this five year period.

Information guidance and a British Overseas Territory citizen naturalisation application form
can be requested from Customs and Immigration Service at admin@customs.gov.fk or on
27340.

Madam Deputy Speaker
Thank you, are there are subsidiary questions?
The Honourable John Birmingham

Madam Deputy Speaker Honourable Members, I’d like to thank the Honourable Roger Spink
for his answer.

Clerk of the Assembly
Question Number 31/23 by Honourable John Birmingham
The Honourable John Birmingham

Can the Honourable Peter Biggs inform me of the timeline for the construction of a pedestrian
path between Allardyce Street and the school crossing on Reservoir Road, this would make for
a safer journey to and from the Senior School for many students, including those who reside in
Stanley House?

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Madam Deputy Speaker, | thank the Honourable Member for his question, works have been
commissioned to look at solutions to improve pedestrian safety for the wider area around the
Falkland Islands Community School along Allardyce Street, the Barrack Street John Street
junction and the section of John Street between Villiers Street and Dean Street.

It is expected that the feasibility and concept design works will be completed by the end of
June 2023, a cost estimate will then be prepared for the detailed design and construction which
will be submitted to ExCo for administration. If approved, a programme for delivery will be
confirmed.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members | think the Honourable Peter Biggs for his
answer. Just for a little bit of information | have with me, this is minutes of a meeting held on
the 18th of October 2021, and there were 12 actions at that meeting, one of which was to
investigate a path on Reservoir Road.

Currently, the Falkland Islands Government are making paths up on Sapper Hill, at the
moment, I've worked it out, they've done two kilometres of paths since the inception of the
estate up there. And would it be fair to ask the Honourable Member if it was right and proper,
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that it's within the capabilities of the Public Works Department to organise a 35 metre path on
Reservoir Road?

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Madam Deputy Speaker, | thank the Honourable Member for his supplementary question, and |
agree it is within their capability. However, | understand this is slightly more complicated than
some of the other pathway projects.

The Honourable John Birmingham

I thank the Honourable Member for his answer, | was at the ferry head (we all were there the
other week), and I'd like to thank the men and women who not only designed but also built the
ferry terminal. So | think a 35 metre path would be within their capabilities. Thank you.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker. | just want to say that I completely support the
Honourable John Birmingham in this ambition, as a school student who was hit on Allardyce
Street just before her GCSEs and nearly died; I can completely see the validity in having a path
there.

Clerk of the Assembly
Question Number 32/23 by Honourable John Birmingham
The Honourable John Birmingham

Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, with the moving of the Customs and
Immigration Department to the old Public Works offices, which are looking splendid at the
moment by the way, on Ross Road, can the Honourable Roger Spink offer any information on
the measures being organised to allow customers to park close enough to allow them to access
the offices easily?

The Honourable Roger Spink

Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Colleagues, I'd like to thank the Honourable John
Birmingham for his question. Public car parking is available at several locations near to the
proposed Director of Emergency Services and Island Security building that is currently under
refurbishment. These include designated public car parking spaces to the rear of the Town Hall,
outside the old Minerals Building and behind the Museum.

In order to ensure car parking availability as far as possible, Directorate staff will not be
parking private vehicles in any of the first two car parking areas and will only be parking
private vehicles in the large car parking area to the rear of the Museum.

Of note is that the refurbished building will allow for step free access, unlike the current
Customs and Immigration Offices. Those using car parking to the rear of the Museum will also
have a car free walkway to the new building. I'd also like to thank Officers in the Tax Office
who also informed me there's plenty of space in the car park to the rear of the Malvina House

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 27™ April 2023
11



Hotel near the Tax Offices, and there is a pathway down from there to those offices, that's up
by the fire station.

And | can agree with my Honourable Colleague, I think after the office is open, there may be a
need to review the need for short term car parking spaces near the offices, but I think that's
something that probably needs to be looked at once the offices are open. Thank you.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, | thank the Honourable Roger Spink for his
well-written answer to my question.

Madam Deputy Speaker

Is there any further comment? No.

Clerk of the Assembly

Question Number 33/23 by Honourable Teslyn Barkman
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Can the Honourable Peter Biggs please outline the progress being made on the Energy Strategy
including an update on increasing the use of renewable power to support Stanley’s needs?

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Madam Deputy Speaker, | thank the Honourable Member for her question, in early 2022 FIG
commissioned an energy transition roadmap from a company within the Falkland Islands, due
to other work commitments the company submitted a draft strategy in December 2022 for the
Falkland Islands continued energy transition journey. Some refinements were made in January
and opportunity for comment across FIG was given in February and March before being
considered by FIG's Environment Strategy Programme Board in early April.

The Board has requested some further work in relation to the next phase of renewables and the
impact on the Stanley grid of the various electrification projects proposed in the strategy. Both
issues will need the consideration and input of our Power and Electrical team, we anticipate
being able to run a public consultation on this strategy in late winter before seeking its adoption
at ExCo.

The focus of the last four years has been the new Power Station project, a huge project in its
own right. The Power and Electrical team have done a lot in the past on the next phase of
renewables, and we will be drawing on this work and expertise and the technical knowledge
within that team as we move to put Stanley renewables firmly back on the agenda. Thank you.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

I thank my Honourable Colleague for his reply and agree as many of us do around this table
that renewable power is the way forward for this country, so it's good to hear that there's been
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some progress made on that respect, but we'll wait for those next steps to come through so we
can improve it.

Madam Deputy Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member have any comment or subsidiary? No.
Clerk of the Assembly

Question Number 34/23 by Honourable Teslyn Barkman

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Can the Honourable Gavin Short please outline when domestic residences in Camp will be
eligible to apply for FIDC’s renewable energy grants?

The Honourable Gavin Short

Madam Deputy Speaker, | thank the Honourable Lady for a question, as per the agreed FIDC
corporate plan for 2023-2024 and the related subvention request, as of July the first 2023 the
updated grant schemes will be available and will include primary domestic residents in Camp.
The scheme will be, I believe, going to the Board next month in May, and following that, |
believe we will be giving MLAs a walkthrough the scheme and the amount available and such.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you to the Honourable Gavin Short for his very succinct and very helpful response and
I'm very glad to hear that from July 1% domestic residences in Camp will be eligible for
renewable energy grants.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Colleagues, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague
Gavin Short for the reply there, but I’d just like to ask whether or not there is going to be a
review of the levels of grant and types of support available at the same time.

The Honourable Gavin Short

I thank the Honourable Gentleman for his reply, | have not seen the papers that will be going to
the Board, so do not know what is contained therein, but it would seem to be an opportune
moment, one can put it that way, for that very exercise to take place,

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, | think my Honourable Colleague Roger Spink, raises a very good question. From

my conversations with the managing director of FIDC, | understand that all renewable energy
grants are going to be pulled under one pot, so that that will hopefully no longer be a problem.
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And that assessment criteria is still something that we're waiting to have presented to us after
the FIDCs May Board meeting to be able to understand it further, but from my understanding
that that issue is resolved by part of this restructuring review. Thank you.

The Honourable Roger Spink

I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleagues for their replies, just I think we did have a meeting
with the General Manager of the Development Corporation yesterday, and | think he did
indicate that there will be some changes coming up in the future. So we look forward to seeing
those. Thank you.

Madam Deputy Speaker

Any further comments? Next question. Oh, sorry, the Honourable John Birmingham.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, so this is the question; I'm not sure whether |
mentioned to the Honourable Gavin Short that | had been to Fitzroy settlement last Saturday,
and this and all Camp Members are aware that this is has been an on-going part of the
conversation with regards to energy and updating energy needs in the Camp. So my question
is, did I actually say that to you Honourable Member ?

The Honourable Gavin Short

Madam Deputy Speaker, | thank the Honourable Gentleman for his question and testing my
short term memory which luckily is working. Yes, you did mention it.

Madam Deputy Speaker

Okay, nothing more? Next question, please.

Clerk of the Assembly

Question Number 35/23 by Honourable Teslyn Barkman
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Can the Honourable Gavin Short update on what approach will be taken to understand poverty
levels and household expenditure pressures in the Falklands?

The Honourable Gavin Short

Madam Deputy Speaker, | thank the Honourable Lady for her question, and a slightly longer
response on this one. Ensuring that lower income households across the Islands receive the
support they need is at the heart of government social policy and decision making. FIG is
committed to improving standards of living for all members of our community, but particularly
for those who are financially vulnerable.
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As my Honourable Colleague is aware, FIG recently implemented a package of financial
support in response to cost of living increases as a result of the global inflation pressures.
Those measures included temporary allowance to support households with the increased cost of
power and fuel, extending the reach of income support, and as was agreed by Executive
Council on Tuesday, expanding access to the winter fuel allowance and family allowance to
enable a broad range of households to access financial assistance.

All of these policy decisions are evidence based, the Government's understanding of household
expenditure pressures is informed, for example, by data from the census, the retail price index,
and the household expenditure survey, but also by the knowledge and experience of frontline
social care providers, who see first-hand the difficulties and pressures that lower income
household’s experience.

This evidence based approach to understanding household expenditure pressures allows the
Government to tailor the financial support it provides, so that those who need help the most
receive it and to target assistance where households feel the most financial pressure, such as
was done with the household fuel and power allowance.

Of course, the information used for this decision making needs regular updating to ensure it
accurately reflects what household’s experience. For example, the Policy Department regularly
compiles the inflation index, and also evaluates and updates the minimum and living wage
rates which seek to reduce income inequality.

My Honourable Colleague has inquired about government's understanding of poverty levels in
the community. Poverty may be defined in different ways; there is no single universally
accepted definition. However, a commonly used measure of poverty and household disposable
income, that's household income after adding on benefits and deducting tax, which is below
60% of the median household income.

The government draws on census and other data to provide an indication of relative household
income in this regard. And may I highlight for my Honourable Colleagues, that it's household
income, and not individual income that informs this analysis of relative income levels.

To supplement and improve our current understanding of income and standard of living, the
Policy Department are undertaking work in this area. A review of the RPI, living wage and
household expenditure survey methodologies will be completed this year, and the recent work
undertaken by the Policy Department to gain an understanding of retirement standards of living
will inform subsequent analysis in this area.

All of this work alongside the regular economic and financial updates provided to Honourable
Members builds on our understanding of income and standards of living, and feeds into the on-
going development and implementation of timely policy decisions aimed at supporting
vulnerable households across the islands. Thank you.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker and | thank my Honourable colleague for his lengthy, but

very informative answer. And it's great to hear that there is work on-going to review this, |
think the key moments of that for me was that understanding this problem is something that the
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Government is taking incredibly seriously, and will be working across agencies and multiple
departments to understand it better, so that they can also better deliver relief where it's needed.

So | think that that is quite a positive message and | thank my Honourable Colleague for
outlining work that's going to be done and that it's going to be done within this year. | think
that's an important element because we need it to be right, but we also need it to be done with
some expediency. Thank you.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, and I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for asking
the question and my other Honourable Colleague for answering it. |1 support my Honourable
Colleague in her intentions here, and | think understanding the issues and the policy fixes that
we have for tackling these situations is vital.

I put forward a motion last year to the CE to look for policy submissions, | understand short
term fixes, obviously put in and so it's been derailed somewhat slightly, | think the intention of
the motion was to look at how we connect better with the with the harder hit members of our
society, and | understand why this work has been difficult to do and I think we're looking at a
potential fix within the way that we communicate with the members of our society. But | think
I'll probably push for an answer from the Honourable Chief Executive, the next Assembly
meeting on the motion and where it’s got to. Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker.

The Chief Executive

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. Yes, | spotted the motion that the Honourable Mark
Pollard had submitted, I think it was at the April meeting of last year, a bit late because | was
not actually at that meeting, I didn't really read the fine print of the minutes so my apologies to
the House for that one. And yes, very happy to give an update at our next meeting. | would just
say one thing, some of the fixes that FIG have put in place, they've not all been temporary,
some of them are actually permanent fixes as well. Thank you.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, it's great to hear that there's still going to be this this extra
work and actually it sounds as if that the delivery and response to that motion is going to line
up well, with the Budget also gearing up to be announced, so that's going to be quite useful and
helpful as well.

Madam Deputy Speaker

Thank you, any further comments? No. The Honourable Mark Pollard has requested a question
without notice, under Standing Rule and Order 40.

The Honourable Mark Pollard
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker and | understand | was supposed to put a preamble before

it in terms of the Standing Order, so forgive me | seem to have misplaced that. But the question
if I may proceed, is that okay, Madam Deputy Speaker?
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Madam Deputy Speaker
Please go ahead.
The Honourable Mark Pollard

So we can be proud of our democracy in the Falkland Islands and we can be proud that we
have the rights to freedom of expression, that not everybody in the world has, we can be proud
that we have a free press able to report on the issues they think to be in the public interest. Will
the Attorney General please advise what laws we have to protect this freedom of speech for the
media, the role of the Media Trust in this and if the Media Trust have the power to make
agreements with individuals or companies in respect of non-disclosure or control of content,
and whether any laws or rights might be engaged? Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker.

The Attorney General

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker and | thank the Honourable Member for his question and
for a little bit of notice to prepare an answer to that question. I think the Media Trust, it's fair to
highlight is governed by the Media Trust Ordinance 1989, | think it is significant that it is
described as a Trust. Trustees generally have duties to act in the best interests of that Trust, and
in accordance with the Trust's purposes.

So amongst the objects of the Trust, Section 5 1B of the Ordinance provides that it shall be an
object to ensure that the newspaper and Broadcasting Service are in their respective editorial
policies, independent from control by the Government, any political party, trade union,
religious body, or any other body, sect or interest group other than the Trust, | think it would be
important to ensure that no agreement that the Trust entered into sought to give any control
over matters which are properly for editorial decision makers to judge.

I think it should be noted also that the Section 8 of the Ordinance provides for books of account
to be kept and for these to be provided to the Financial Secretary and to external auditors, and
if any payments for example, would be made these would need to be properly recorded in the
Trust accounts. | note also that the Trust statements for the previous financial year, were earlier
laid on the table at this session.

Schedule 2 to the Ordinance provides for how decisions are to be made by trustees and
provides for the minutes of their meetings to be delivered to the Governor, Chief Executive and
the Financial Secretary, so it is difficult to conceive of a situation in which a significant
decision could be made by the trustees, without this being recorded and reported to persons
outside of the of the Trust, including those I just listed.

I think, obviously, in any individual case, it will be for the Trust to determine on the actual
facts as known to them what action might or might not be warranted, whether they're in
accordance with the trustees duties, and to judge whether those proposals are in the best
interests of the Trust. I think I should also mention that the Constitution provides in Section 13
for the protection of freedom of expression, Subsection 1 of which provides that except with
his or her own consent; no person shall be hindered in the enjoyment of his or her freedom of
expression. So any agreement there clearly needs to be voluntarily entered into.
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And obviously if we were talking about the rights of individuals, then 1 would strongly suggest
they obtain independent legal advice on any agreement that they would be asked to sign as this
potentially engages constitutional rights, Legal Aid, for example may be available if
individuals were eligible for assistance. The provisions of Section 19 of the Constitution on the
enforcement of protective provisions, including freedom of expression might also be engaged.

Now it's I think it's fair to comment that you know, protection of freedom of expression isn't
absolute. So it's it is not a defence to a claim, for example, for libel, that a person is exercising
their freedom of expression. I think again, if a matter involves any allegation that someone had
been libelled, then the provisions of the Defamation Ordinance 1988 might also be applicable.
And just for information defamation is substantively a common law matter, it's a tort.

A defamatory statement is one which tends to lower a person in the estimation of right thinking
members of society generally, or to cause him or her to be shunned or avoided or exposed to
hatred, contempt or ridicule or to disparage him or her in his office profession calling trade or
business. General defences available to claims of libel include truth, honest opinion,
publication of matters of public interest, making an offer of amends and absolute privilege,
such as is enjoyed by Members of the Legislative Assembly, or qualified privilege, which
applies in other circumstances. I'm happy to answer any further questions that Members may
have on the issue.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, and I'd like to thank my colleague, the Attorney General
for his answer. So the Ordinance the Media Trust Ordinance 1989, the Constitution. And I'd
like to thank my colleague for listing the defences against defamation there.

I had a look last night at the UN and UNESCO site and on there it says, so that's the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural organisation, and a little quote from them was;
“the way we see the world and act on it depends on the information we have. This is why
freedom of expression and freedom of the press are fundamental rights. And the free flow of
ideas is a key driver of vibrant societies and human progress.”

I think we should all sort of consider that quote, and I think protecting the freedom of the press
against all including ourselves as is important that we uphold that basic fundamental right,
thank you.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Colleagues; I'd like to thank the Attorney
General for the reply. Also one or the other duties of the trust under Section D 4, is that due
impartiality is preserved on part of the of the persons providing the programmes in relation to
any matter, which for any reason is likely to be controversial. And therefore, 1 would read into
that that entering into any agreement would be against the legislation in the 1989 Ordinance.

The Attorney General

Madam Deputy Speaker, | think that specific provision relates to the Broadcasting Service
rather than newspaper, but I think the point is well made certainly.
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The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you and | thank my Honourable Colleagues and the Attorney General for outlining
information behind my Honourable Colleagues very apt question because it is very important
that there is an independence of the media from the country is our only form of scrutiny.

And we say it quite openly, when we go around talking around our democracy as a country
around the world, because we don't have opposition parties either. So the opinion of our media
to give a view into areas of public concern is essential to maintain.

And, as a group of MLAs, we are more familiar than anybody with coming under the scrutiny
of that and not always coming off in the best light. But it's important to remember that for the
greater good of the Falklands, we need to maintain a good relationship with our media and not
one that is trying to steer it one way or the other, that just lets them do their job and respect
that.

Madam Deputy Speaker
Thank you any further comment?

The Honourable Gavin Short

Madam Deputy Speaker, having listened to what was said, | cannot disagree with any of it and
of course, having been on the other side of the fence, as a totally untrained journo, | certainly
do appreciate life from their side as well as perhaps politician side I guess, but all I will say is
that records with those protections outlined does come responsibility as well.

Madam Deputy Speaker

Any further comments? No.

Clerk of the Assembly

Portfolio Reports, the Honourable Peter Biggs
The Honourable Peter Biggs

Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Colleagues, | will begin my portfolio report with the one
on the Public Works side of things. Staffing continues to ebb and flow. The new Deputy
Director and Roads Engineer have now both arrived and settled into their roles, whilst the
Design Engineer and Property and Municipal Operation managers roles have become vacant.

The works to the MPA road have continued to be a success with another 5 kilometres
completed this season. This leaves only 5 kilometres still to be completed before the asphalt is
all the way from Stanley to MPA. There will then be a requirement for a further 1 to 2 seasons
to do the 7 km section from the hill above the Van Tan to the south side of Fitzroy Ridge.
Works will also continue over the winter months to form the hard shouldering and install the
reflective markers.

Significant amounts of work have also been concluded in Stanley with asphalt resurfacing to
Jeremy Moore Avenue, Racecourse Road, Brandon Road, Callaghan Road, Snake Hill and
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Davis Street, as well as the RSK works to complete the concrete resurfacing to the sections of
Philomel Street and Dean Street.

The Camp road team have again worked tirelessly grading the roads on both east and West
Falklands as well as capping large sections of the Port Louis Road and building new roads to
Corriedale and adjacent to the section known as “Bob’s Roller Coaster” to the North Camp.
Contracted works have also provided improvements on the Johnson’s Harbour road and a new
access road to Harp’s Farm.

Next season will see these improvements continue as well as further new road construction,
including the first year of a road to the Doyle Farm. Contracts will also be released over the
winter for a further West roads improvement programme, cattle grid replacement programme
and culvert replacement programme.

The Quarry continues to meet the demands both of the private sector and FIG. This now
includes the production of capping material for the Camp roads and to date they have blasted
and crushed approximately 70,000 tonnes of material. They have also provided over 16,000
tonnes of asphalt all of which has been produced using recycled waste oil, offsetting
approximately 136,000 litres of diesel.

Power & Electrical Section have continued to maintain aging generation plant to ensure
Stanley’s power supply continues. This is no small feat for a Power Station that turns 50 years
old on the 19" May. The contract has been signed for the delivery of a new No. 7 generating
set. Orders for materials for this project are now underway and the new radiator has been
installed in place of the old one. The team have also taken advantage of works on Dean Street
between John Street and Fitzroy Road and have been able to put all distribution underground
and remove the overhead lines previously supplying the area. This made the small section of
the network significantly neater and made it less susceptible to faults caused by strong winds
and adverse weather. Works have continued to support new development, including the
installation and commissioning of a new distribution substation at the Tussac House site.

The Property & Municipal and Housing teams continue to provide an invaluable service to
both local and contractor tenants as well as maintaining the aging building assets in and around
Stanley. Recent works include the old PWD offices, the police cottages, Government House
and a significant number of FIG houses. Works will continue with works planned to Stanley
House, Falkland Islands Community School and the Town Hall.

The Water Section continue to raise to the challenge presented by the aging infrastructure.
They have supported development works near FIPASS and on John Street while also reacting
to leaks, such as the recent incident at the junction of Jeremy Moore Avenue and Holdfast
Road.

The Plant & Vehicle Section continue to provide an invaluable service to all of the above, as
well as the capital programme, and ensure all the required plant is available and safe when
required.

The supported capital projects have also continued throughout the period.

The Joint FIG/MOD housing project, has now handed over 8 properties in Stanley and 5 at
MPC with a further 6 progressing in Stanley and a similar number at MPC. The Specialist team
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have also been working hard to identify and clear any remaining abandoned ordnance in
Bennett’s Paddock and are on course for the plots to be released in early May.

Tussac House works continue to progress well with the west wing nearing completion, the
central core progressing well and the north and east wings due to go up shortly.

The waste management project is moving forward with the contract now in place for the
incinerator and the main civil works planned to commence in the final quarter of this year. The
New Power station project is also progressing with the formal proposal hoped to be ready to
put to ExCo in July.

The Jetties and ramps project continues at a slow pace, not helped by the shortage of design
resource, but with a paper going to ExCo in May and some renewed focus it is hoped that the
higher priority sites will start to see construction no later than the coming spring. Materials are
ordered and contracts are in place to support this.

Health, Safety & wellbeing remain a key area of focus. The annual update has just been
presented to ExCo for information, the incident and near miss procedures are becoming
embedded in work practice and focus now turns to Risk Assessments.

PWD continue to face resource and procurement challenges but the team are committed to
achieving the best possible level of service and thank all for their support and patience both
over the last 12 months and into the future.

That completes the Public Works Department portfolio report and I will now read the report
from the Environment Department.

Since the last portfolio report in September 2022 there have been a number of important
developments with respect to Environment, which | know remains very important to this
Assembly. Many work streams across Government have been advancing the objectives and
vision of the Environment Strategy, as the full first report against the strategy evidenced in
February this year. And I’ll now tell you about a few of the recent highlights.

Climate change — work regarding the position of the Falkland Islands in the face of climate
change is on-going, with the first draft of the Climate Change Risk Assessment imminent. A
climatological analysis of the historical weather data for the Falkland Islands has been
commissioned by the Environment Department which will give a greater understanding of the
long-term and emerging trends of climate and weather in the Falkland Islands. All of this
information will help to support decision making around necessary adaptation responses to
climate change.

In terms of environmental monitoring, a weather station network is due to be installed by FIG
later this year which will record weather and soil conditions at over twenty locations across the
Falkland Islands. This will improve our understanding not only of the variation in weather
across the Islands, but also how the land responds to different weather events. These datasets
will have a multitude of uses, not just for the different Government Departments, but also
landowners and visiting researchers. Work is also on-going to enable monitoring of the public
water resources in Stanley; Environment Officers have been in discussion with the Scottish
Environment Protection Agency to understand how monitoring and early warning systems may
be used to be able to improve the resilience of the water supply.
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Hill Cove Mountains Proposed National Park, in February, ExCo tasked the Environment
Department to start planning for a National Park in the Hill Cove Mountains on West Falkland.
The park is being planned in consultation with stakeholders and neighbouring landowners. A
paper with options for the park is expected to come back to MLAs in June or July. Relatedly,
an invitation for tenders for various fence replacement and repair works for the area is expected
to be advertised in coming months.

Waste management and pollution, work is underway to address pollution and waste by the new
Environmental Policy Officer with support from an international pollution expert. It’s
expected that a detailed policy framework to address pollution and waste will create a cohesive
strategy for infrastructure development and procurement and set the direction of travel across
Government Departments. Focus will be on short term action coupled with planning for longer
term challenges.

Glass and tin recycling continue to be supported by PWD. A total of 101.16 tonnes of glass
was collected in 2022. So far in 2023, 23 tonnes have been collected, bringing the total
collected since 2020 to over 300 tonnes.

Monthly water testing at Rookery Bay and in Stanley Harbour also continues, and as Coliform
levels remain above the World Health Organisation safe limits for bathing at some waters, it is
recommended to not swim in or use Stanley Harbour between FIPASS and the Beaver Hanger
for recreational purposes until such time where the counts are consistently within safe limits.

Stanley Common & Minefield Fences, works have continued this year to remove derelict
minefield fencing; works remain ahead of schedule, with Stanley Common South complete,
North and West Common nearing completion, and works for Mengeary Point and the Megabid
boundary starting. Additional fencing works for the Common are expected to be advertised for
invitations to tender in the near future.

Kidney Island, since September 2022, there has been 295 visitors to Kidney Island who have
continued to enjoy its wonderful wildlife and scenery. The new online permitting system was
implemented this season and has been working well. The Environment Department was
pleased to again fund the Infant Junior School year 2 annual Kidney Island trip in February
which provides environmental education and awareness for the younger generation. The trip
gives the children a chance to see our amazing environment and wildlife as part of an exciting
trip.

Tourism and Wildlife, the tourism season 2022/23 was the first since Covid-19 and since
former minefields like Yorke Bay have been reopened to the public. In preparation for this, the
warden programme was expanded to include Yorke Bay from the start of the season and
infrastructure upgrades like new fencing and signage were installed. Still, it was a busy and
challenging season, with unfavourable human-wildlife interactions reported by some wardens
and the community at its peak. Methods were adapted at Gypsy Cove and similar methods
trialled at Yorke Bay, such as temporary marked paths and areas to manage crowds and help
protect wildlife, which proved to be effective.

Avian Influenza, news headlines across the world in late 2022 and early 2023, picked up the
global spread of avian influenza and the devastation it wrought on many wild bird colonies
elsewhere. FIG Veterinary Service led planning for response in case of arrival in the Falklands,
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supported by the Environment Department, and other stakeholders like Falklands
Conservation, SAERI and FITB who helped to spread the message across our community so
everyone was prepared.

FIG strengthened biosecurity measures at borders, deployed footbaths and Virkon for internal
biosecurity across the Falkland Islands, making footbaths available to all airstrips and heavily
visited bird colonies. As the threat of bird flu moved further south across South America,
footbaths with Virkon were also installed at Gypsy Cove, Yorke Bay and Rookery Bay for all
visitors to those sites to use. So far, biosecurity at borders has been effective, and I’m pleased
to report that bird flu has not arrived on the Islands. But the risk of disease arriving with wild
birds hasn’t gone and it’s important for people to remain vigilant and to keep practicing good
biosecurity. More information on what you can do can be found on the Veterinary Services and
Environment Department websites.

Finally, I’d like to end on a positive note looking forward to one of the many Environment
projects underway that will bear fruit this year and that is a FIG-led Restoration Project: for the
first time, the FIG Environment Department have been leading on a habitat restoration project
around the Falkland Islands. This is expected to include habitat restoration work on Gids and
Middle Island in King George Bay, as well as on Stanley Common. The aim is to improve and
extend existing tussac habitats, which provide much needed shelter for burrowing seabirds and
help to lock-up carbon. The Environment Department also received a Darwin Plus Local grant
scheme in April 2023 to support this work on Stanley Common. Work is expected to take place
through this winter, which a good time to plant tussac. And that is the end.

Madam Deputy Speaker

Thank you, the Honourable Peter Biggs, does any Honourable Member have any comments or
question?

The Honourable Roger Spink

Madam Deputy Speaker, I'd like to thank my Honourable colleague for his report. Talking
about pollution and waste, | just wondered, we have some time ago asked for enhanced
controls or actually measures at the Stanley tip. 1 wondered what the timeline was on those
being brought forward to us and actually getting some action on that if he could advise.

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Thank you. | thank the Honourable Member for his question, and | if my memory is correct, |
believe proposals will be brought forward hopefully next month, which will be considered by
MLAs. And for those developments, so we'll have the costed options for that as those works.
Madam Deputy Speaker

Any further comments? No, thank you. The Honourable Mark Pollard.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, my report is on the Commercial Services portfolio, so it
covers a wide range of key services.
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Firstly, I will touch on central FIG services incorporating procurement and contract
management, programme management and major projects. Next, will be the delivery of public
services via FIGAS, Stanley Leisure Centre, Planning and Building Services, Courts
administration and Fox Bay. Lastly, I will touch on Information Technology (IT).

The Directorate, so Development and Commercial Services is responsible for a variety of
government contracts, including the operational contract and the management of the contracts
that operate Ferry & Coastal Shipping, delivered by Workboat Services, FIPASS, delivered by
Atlink, telecoms and broadband, delivered by Sure, maintenance of the national radio network
and TV broadcasting. It also leads on commercial arrangements with LATAM for our air link
through Chile.

Major projects currently being managed in or through DCS include development of the new
port facility, and working with the National Sports Council on delivery of a new sports facility.
DCS also provides project management support to other FIG departments as resources allow,
currently working with Emergency Services on the joint control room and the hospital on a
new electronic patient record system.

I am pleased to welcome a new Deputy Director. Steve Dent will join DCS in mid-May and
will have responsibility for the public facing services DCS delivers, as well as taking on some
of the contract management roles. We are all looking forward to him joining the team.

Looking at some of the recent focus of work and successes:

Procurement, so February saw the departure of Helen McShane who was instrumental in the
setting up of Proactis, our e-procurement tool, and the introduction of Margaret Butler as
Procurement and Contracts officer. Margaret brings a wealth of institutional knowledge from
Treasury and will be focusing on embedding Proactis into the Government.

Proactis goes from strength to strength as more suppliers sign up for the platform both locally
and internationally. Positive feedback has been received from suppliers in terms of equity,
transparency, as well as simplicity of use. In one recent procurement 35 suppliers registered for
a tender, showing the ease of access. On another procurement the client thought they
understood the market and the outcome but a 3rd party registered on the system saw the
opportunity and offered a significant discount to their rivals allowing the Directorate to
reinvest those savings. There has now been over £8 million of opportunities loaded onto the
system and this number is increasing.

Work continues to simplify the tool and the process with procurement offering full guided
assistance. This next year will be fundamental in embedding the system and achieving full
value as competition and opportunity ramp up. Release of budgets will see a plethora of capital
projects being released to the market as well.

Programme Management, the Programme Management Office is continuing to work closely
with Treasury and PWD on improving FIGs monitoring and management of all capital
projects. Treasury and the Programme Office are working closely in helping Departments
develop capital bids and are working on new management tools from data gathered on projects.
DCS continues to work towards re-establishing the Capital Programme Board as a robust
gateway for any part of FIG wanting to carry out a major project, or get guidance and support
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on commissioning or managing a more minor piece of work. Through this we hope to support
all teams undertaking projects to push through to delivery, and also give officers and MLAs
greater oversight.

FIGAS, the teams worked hard throughout the summer season, which presented particular
challenges. The intent is always to have at least 75% of aircraft available throughout the
summer season, but mechanical problems are not entirely predictable even with good
maintenance. Engineering problems with some aircraft meant that the engineering team often
worked long hours to keep remaining aircraft airworthy. This was compounded by the Chief
Engineer, Roger Shillitoe, suffering a bad accident and being medically evacuated; | and all in
the Directorate would like to send him our best wishes for his on-going recovery.

We recognise that long operational days are not ideal for our customers and those attending
remote airstrips; nobody wants to be working from early morning to late evening. However,
staff did all they could to ensure everyone got where they need to go. The challenges
surrounding aircraft maintenance led to long days for tower and ground staff as well; | would
like to thank all the FIGAS staff for their commitment, resilience and hard work.

They carried 8,609 passengers from July to March, this is 5% down compared to same period
last year, passengers through the summer season, October through March, was 7,569, which is
approximately 8% down. Freight carried from July to March was 59.1 tonnes, 19% up
compared to same period last year. It is worth noting that since July 2022, aviation gas prices
have risen by 31%. MLASs have directed that this cost not be passed on directly to customers
within this financial year.

We had hoped the sixth aircraft would be here for the start of the 2023/2024 season however, it
is now expected to arrive in early 2024; Britten Norman Ltd have experienced significant
delays in the construction of this aircraft and have now repatriated all the component parts
from Romania. The aircraft will be constructed on Isle of Wight and finished at their Lee-on-
the-Solent site prior to its arrival in the Falklands. Careful planning is being done throughout
the winter season to get as many of the existing aircraft into top condition before the next
summer season.

Ferry & Coastal Shipping, the Concordia Bay timetable for the rest of 2023 has been published
to allow people to plan well in advance. The Concordia Bay will be away for maintenance for
much of August, a necessary period of downtime to ensure reliability the rest of the year. The
timing of the maintenance has been planned to avoid key dates such as Farmers Week and
Liberation Day. It was highlighted during our recent trip to the West that there may be better
windows for this maintenance. A question will form part of the next survey to gauge when the
best time would be. Outside of this planned maintenance, services will continue to be delivered
in line with need. Recently a number of additional crossings have been scheduled to meet
demand. This process is managed for FIG by Workboat Services, who meet regularly with
DCS. MLAs also recently had a meeting with Workboat Services to ensure we are all up to
speed on the operation of the ferry and coastal shipping services and are planning in good time
for the end of the current contract in 2025.

And I’d just like to add the high tide ramp is also being looked at, at the Port Howard end, with
hopefully approval coming forward for an interim low cost solution, until a more permanent
solution can be sought.
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LATAM flights, in terms of international connectivity, we continue to regularly review the
global situation, with the aim to protect the long-term future of the Chilean route. Passenger
levels on this route continue to be high. MLAs all deeply regret that the Argentinian
Government chose to withdraw over flight permissions for the Sao Paulo route, officers have
been in contact with LATAM staff and there is assurance from both parties that should the
political situation change, discussions over re-starting that route will be in a strong position to
resume.

DCS are also looking to establish if there may be other viable options for air-links. Any options
will be brought to MLAs for consideration.

Airbridge, DCS are working together with the military to identify small improvements that can
be made to the terminal. We are getting good support from BFSAI on this. They are looking to
speak to other businesses that use the facility and to get their views on some improvements and
I’d like to thank the CBF personally for this as well, because | know he’s leaned in very
closely.

FIPASS and the new port facility, ExCo has approved the resources to ensure the operational
capability of FIPASS for the next five years. DCS are in the process of preparing to tender for
the full replacement of the existing structure by the end of 2027. Priority will be the
reinstatement of the full berthing face within the next calendar year, which is regarded as
essential by business and key to the growth of the economy. The solution will be phased and
will allow both functional and financial flexibility whilst ensuring the needs of business and the
economy are be addressed for many years to come.

ExCo on Tuesday also approved for remedial works to the public jetty, finger pontoon and
associated area and infrastructure which we hope will help the tourism offer of Stanley and
address some of the outstanding issues there as well.

Sports & leisure, many will have by now enjoyed the new all-weather sports pitch in addition
to the cricket pitch. Although the facility is some distance from completion the benefit of the
facility to competitors in this year’s islands games cannot be overstated. This project is being
jointly delivered by the National Sports Council and Falkland Islands Government. The new
sports centre is designed to cater for existing and new sports, to reduce pressure on the Leisure
Centre and allow it to be used productively by more in the community.

We are grateful for the hard work of the National Sports Council in providing project
management for the build and following the erection of the steel frame sports hall, which
should be completed this year, the facility will be handed to FIG to operate, following
consultation with the numerous clubs, groups and public. All works, so far as is possible, are
being delivered by local contractors and suppliers. A Joint Steering Committee provides
governance for the project and assurance around its delivery.

Stanley Leisure Centre continues to be a community hub, offering a range of fitness classes,
children’s holiday activities and community sessions; and booking requests for the sports hall
remain high. Marcus Morrison took over as Manager in January. As well as usual sports
bookings, the Leisure Centre has been used to host part of the triathlon, and also the successful
Careers Fair. A total of 818 members are currently registered — with January perhaps
predictably being the biggest month for new members. A new customer feedback and
complaints system is now in place to gather feedback to allow for on-going improvements, and
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users will see some on-going refurbishments underway to improve storage, staff welfare,
security, stock management and general appearance. Work continues to bring the dry side
showers back into use, and the squash court surface will be repaired within the month.

They are in on-going conversations with Mount Pleasant as well, about providing staff with
Personal Training Instructor training. There is also work with KEMH Physio team and Public
Health Department to improve medical referrals and improve the health of the nation. Circuits
and Dance HiiT classes are now being offered by Trainer Kathy Reyes, and the Swim School is
proving very popular with various age groups undertaking sessions with Leisure Centre staff.

Telecoms, radio and broadband, a new contract with BFBS was signed in March, ensuring the
Falklands will continue to receive UK channels on both television and radio. A contract was
also signed with both BFBS and Sure to ensure the continuation of MiPlayer, all at no cost at
point of use.

DCS continue to work with AG Chambers and the Communications Regulator to monitor and
manage the Sure contract under their exclusive licence. Since my last report all those signed up
to broadband packages have now seen a 50% increase in their data allowances, and reports
show good use is being made of this. Work is beginning through the Technology Development
Group to lay out priorities for both short-term improvements working with Sure, and longer-
term plans for what options will be available after the end of the current licence period in 2027.

Courts, 1 am pleased to say that our new Head of Courts has recently arrived, filling a long-
term vacancy. Aisha De Four joins FIG from Turks and Caicos and brings a wealth of
knowledge and expertise. | would like to take this opportunity to thank Laura Clarke for taking
on many of the Head of Courts duties during this long vacancy, and to praise the
professionalism and positive attitude with which she approached it. I am also grateful to staff
from the Attorney Generals Chambers for providing support to the Courts in various ways
when needed; this has been essential to keeping services running.

Work towards ‘digital by default’ continues, with many forms now available online and able to
be submitted by email. The upgrade of the Courts website, which sits outside the main FIG site
as it holds decisions of our independent judiciary, continues to progress well.

Planning & Building Services, Planning and Building Services have continued to progress
work as part of the planned review of sustainability and environmental regulations within the
Building Regulations to make buildings more sustainable and to improve energy efficiency.
This has continued the focus on those regulations that can help to address priorities in the
Islands Plan and in particular ensuring we work towards delivering our Environment Strategy.
In due course proposals for amendments to the regulations will be subject to public and
stakeholder consultation.

The on-going review of the Development Plan shows that house building programme,
commercial development and community facilities are progressing, albeit over the past year the
level of planning applications being received by the Service has slowed down. There is an on-
going dialogue with the Chamber of Commerce and other stakeholders on encouraging and
promoting development to ensure that we are fulfilling the aspirations of the Housing Strategy
and delivering growth.

I have two pages honestly, Madam Deputy Speaker.
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The Planning and Building Committee continues to function with only three lay-members and
we are still seeking interest from members of the public to join the Committee as Lay
Members. This is a vital role and training will be given. If you are interested in helping to
shape how our Islands continue to develop in the future then this opportunity could be for you.
Please contact the Planning & Buildings team for more information.

Fox Bay, DCS took responsibility for Fox Bay in January. However, power, water, highways,
the jetty and housing remain within PWD. The agent now reports to the Director of DCS, who
is tasked with looking at the management plan and renewable energy project. The Director
Becky Clark will be at Fox Bay on the 4th and 5th May and is keen to talk to anyone living
locally on what their priorities and ideas are.

Information Technology, we now have in place a small team who are working out of the old
Minerals building, or for those a little older, the old bank. They have recently identified an
issue for the Education Department in terms of low speed and rectified this issue. They were
running at less than half the speed it should have been.

User testing has started on a brand-new Customs and Immigration system. If the testing
remains on schedule it will be due to go live in the next eight weeks.

The first of two external network audits have taken place which identified 5 single points of
failure, this is now being addressed. There was also an outage in January lasting 56 hours.
Works took three weeks including two weekends to correct the design issue. | would like to
thank the team for their efforts, particularly in getting things back up and running.

Other projects include upgrading the new internal intranet, installing a dual firewall as well as
developing a new database for the Department of Agriculture. This new database will work in
conjunction with the Environmental Department to share data to inform their work and to
identify trends and gaps.

And that concludes my portfolio report. Thank you very much, Madam Deputy Speaker.
Madam Deputy Speaker

Thank you the Honourable Mark Pollard. Does any Honourable Member have any questions or
comments?

The Honourable Gavin Short

Madam Deputy Speaker. I'd like to thank the Honourable Gentleman for a very comprehensive
report and of course, the DCS department is very much like PWD, got fingers all over the
place, a whole number of pies, I noticed you mentioned, what was it? A Dance HiiT club, now
I'm sure it's a fine and noble thing, but | may just have to give that a miss I’m afraid or else |
may be in need of more internal plumbing or perhaps joint replacements. My days of pulling
groovy moves on the disco floor are long gone.

I'd just like to say though being serious that |1 do have interaction with his Department of
course, from the tourism sector and | just like to pay tribute a) to DCS, the department
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themselves, because all the interactions I've had with them, they are actually a “can do”
department which is a wonderful attitude to see and to have and | commend them for that.

And from FIGAS though | am hugely appreciative of everything that FIGAS has done during
this last tourism season; they have had a few problems to contend with and they've worked
long hours to try and keep things going for not just the tourists, but the people of the Falklands
as well. I did work for them many years ago, in fact it was in the last century, but it does give
me an appreciation of what the staff down there will do to try and keep things going, so they
have my full support and appreciation. And | will be returning to the subject of the works down
around the public jetty in my motion for adjournment, but don't panic, it's all good positive
stuff. Thank you for your report.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

I'm sure | wouldn't be speaking out of turn to say that I'm sure the leisure centre would go easy
on you Gavin if you were to attend the dance classes, I'm sure they cater for all for all ages and
abilities. Thank you very much, Madam Deputy Speaker.

Madam Deputy Speaker

Does any Honourable Member have any further comments? Thank you, Madam Clerk.

Clerk of the Assembly

Order of the day; Bills. Travel Credit Scheme (Amendment) Bill 2023. This Bill has been
gazetted and we go to the Second Reading.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Madam Deputy Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) | move that the Travel Credit
Scheme (Amendment) Bill 2023 be noted.

By way of explanation this Bill amends the Travel Credit Scheme Ordinance 2019 and the
Travel Credit Scheme Regulations also of the same year. Amendments to the Ordinance are in
part two of the Bill, and those two regulations are in part three. Both the Ordinance and
Regulations come into force on publication in the Gazette.

Madam Deputy Speaker

Excuse me Honourable Member, point of order, you have to ask for the second reading of the
Bill before your exposition.

The Honourable Gavin Short
Right, please may | have the second reading of the bill? I was getting too excited.
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Yes, | second the motion but I will leave it to my Honourable Colleague Gavin Short to give
the exposition of the bill.
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Madam Deputy Speaker
Please continue.
The Honourable Gavin Short

Madam Deputy Speaker my apologies, | was that excited this getting through that | got a bit
ahead of myself. Perhaps I'll start from the top again, yes, so here we go again. Madam Deputy
Speaker under Standing Order Section 41 (3) | move that the Travel Credit Scheme
(Amendment) Bill 2023 be noted.

By way of explanation this Bill amends the Travel Credit Scheme Ordinance 2019 and the
Travel Credit Scheme Regulations of the same year. Amendments to the Ordinance are in part
two of the Bill, and those to the regulations are in part three. Both the ordinance and
regulations come into force on publication in the Gazette.

The Ordinance establishes a travel credit scheme for the benefit of Falkland Islands status
holders who satisfy stipulated requirements for registration. The main criteria for registration
under the scheme are that a person must have Falkland Island status and be registered in the
register of electors referred to in Section 9 of the Electoral Ordinance of 1988. A person
registered under the scheme earned travel credits at the rate of £1 per day for an adult and 50
pence per day for a child. Currently, the travel credits may only be used for fares for travel. The
amendments in this bill will allow registered persons to claim travel credits to pay for short
stay accommodation within the Falkland Islands.

This opens up the use of travel credits to accommodation and hence additional support of
domestic tourism. Accommodation providers will be designated in the same way that travel
providers are designated. Travel credits may be used to pay for the cost of accommodation
including meals provided as part of the accommodation; they may not be used to pay for
alcoholic or non-alcoholic drinks.

Additional amendments are required to clarify some elements of how the scheme is operated.
Clause 6 amends provisions for the use of travel credits, where a registered person travels from
the Falklands outward journey and wishes to use travel credits to pay for the return journey to
the Falkland Islands inward journey. The inward journey must be made not more than 12
months from the date of the outward journey.

Clause 7 amends provisions for the applications to redeem travel credits. A claim to redeem
travel credits after travel or stay in accommodation must be made not more than six months
after completion of travel or after stay in accommodation is completed.

Clauses 8, 9 and 10 make consequential amendments.
Part three of the bill amends the regulations. The regulations are made under Section 25 of the

Ordinance. Amendments to the Ordinance to allow travel credits to be claimed in respect of the
costs of accommodation in the Falkland Islands necessitate amendment of the regulations.
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And finally, Clause 11; and the schedule set out the extent of the amendments to the
regulations to make them applicable to claims for the cost of accommodation in the Falkland
Islands. And | commend the bill to the House.

Madam Deputy Speaker

Thank you, the Attorney General.

The Attorney General

Just make a point of order, | think the Honourable Member when speaking moved under
Standing Order 41 that the bill be noted. I think the correct motion at this point is to move for
the second reading of the bill. And I think if the Honourable Member would be willing to
accept that that is the motion that is on the on the table, then I think we can we can proceed to
the to the next stage.

The Honourable Gavin Short

I thank my friend, the Attorney General for that | gladly accepted as long as | don't have to read
all that again.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker in rising to second the motion, | also note that the ambition
of this bill is to provide for local tourism and quite sensibly it was noted by my Honourable
Colleague that those are the Falkland Islands status who are registered on the electoral roll are
those eligible to apply and | just am noting in this House that if a circumstance were to arise,
the Falkland Islanders lose the rights to vote or to be a part of that electoral register, 1 would
hope that the criteria of the travel credit scheme bill would be amended further in reaction to
that to allow all Falkland Islanders to be able to take part in the scheme, but | do support this
motion.

Madam Deputy Speaker

Thank you, does any Honourable Member have any comment? Does anyone wish to speak on
the Bill?

There's no debate. Is there any objection to dealing with this Bill by short procedure? No
objection. Does any Honourable Member wish to propose any amendments to the wording of
the Bill? No amendments. | declare that the Bill will be read a third time and do pass.

Clerk of the Assembly

Travel Credit Scheme (Amendment) Bill 2023. The motion for adjournment.

The Honourable Chief Executive

Madam Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that this House stands adjourned sine die.

Madam Deputy Speaker
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Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the motion? The Honourable Roger Spink.
The Honourable Roger Spink

Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Colleagues, in rising to support the motion, I'd just like to
say, my thanks to the Commander British Forces, who I understand this is his last meeting, he's
done an enormous amount over his period in the islands, to further civilian and MOD
relationships. | think we've moved closer together as communities despite the bumps in the
road, and | think | would like to thank him personally for building a much, much closer
relationship.

And 1 think as we go forward, we must build on the progress that's been made, over the next
few years | would wouldn't like to see it go backwards, which sometimes in the past it has. And
I would also like to wish him well in the future, I understand through my sources that he has a
very nice position to go to, and I wish him all the best of success in the future. So thank you
very much.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, | think there's not much I can add to what my Honourable
Colleague has said about the CBF, apart from perhaps that | think he's very much being the
captain of the ship in the Falklands, and I think 1’d just add that certainly I think your unique
style Commander has been sort of empowering those around you, but always putting yourself
front and centre when difficulties arise. And | think a true leader that we can all sort of learn
something from. Thank you very much.

| just like to briefly mention the constitutional review. So we were due to have a select
committee this afternoon, but due to the short notice we've moved it to the 12th of May at 9am.
The agenda will be looking at the terms of reference of the committee, the schedule of
meetings, the preliminary report written by the Attorney General, I'd advise people to please
look that up and have a look, and key themes for review and discussion, public engagement
and the call for evidence, they will be the main subjects.

And if | may, at a risk of labouring a point, Madam Deputy Speaker, | think in a in a
democracy, a free press is very important. |1 don't always agree with everything the media
publishes, but I think it's very important that they're free to report on matters of public interest.
Before being elected | was a trustee on the Media Trust and | recognise that maintaining
independent editorial control is a fundamental role of the trust.

Rumours have been rife in the community that some interference may be occurring or being
considered. Now we've seen interference and attempted interference with media and
democracy across the world, we’ve seen strategic lawsuits against public participation, for
example.

This sort of bullying, I believe, has no place in the Falkland Islands, and the nondisclosure
agreements would be particularly pointless since rumours are already fairly rife, but I would
call upon the company if they are considering it to cease their demands and to let Penguin
News get on with its job of reporting on stories and public interest. Thank you Madam Deputy
Speaker
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The Honourable John Birmingham

Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, you caught me out there. Yes, the freedom of
the press has been mentioned a couple of times today, and I fully support the freedom of the
press. | myself can be very irritating. Members of the media occasionally can say things or
disagree with, but it is their right and 1 fully support that, but with that, right comes
responsibilities also.

I had three questions here today, the Honourable Teslyn Barkman had three questions, and why
do we ask these questions, to exercise our democratic right, to get information to the public,
and sometimes out of frustration as an item that's not being progressed. The media have a role
to play, three parts of the local media, they get all the questions prior to a meeting here. It
would be really nice if they published all the answers as well.

Committees are part of our system of government, anyone wha's thinking of joining one, please
apply. Currently, there's a vacancy on the Health and Medical Services Committee and at least
one on the Planning Committee. We need people to become more involved with the running of
the Falkland Islands.

At the last Assembly at Hill Cove, | rambled on thanking the Commander for his time here, to
be told that it wasn't the last time he was here. I'm not going to go through that again, but I will
just say that when he's sitting in his rocking chair, looking at the river, the memories of the
Islands, his time here, one, hopefully that won't be there is that how bored he was. All | can say
is the very best yourself sir and Fiona. That 4000 weeks. Madam Chair, | support motion.

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. | would just like to briefly echo what my Honourable
Colleagues have said, with regard to Commander British Forces and to thank you for the
hugely positive influence you've been during your time here and to wish you the very best for
the future.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the motion for
adjournment | would like to begin by welcoming the passage of the Travel Credit Scheme
(Amendment) Bill 2023 through the House, with all the hiccups that | seemed to have built into
it and to thank all those involved including Policy, the Attorney Generals Chambers and also
my Honourable Colleagues for their support in making these changes which will now greatly
assist those who wish to use the old pound a day scheme here in the Falklands instead of
leaving the Islands and in so doing, of course, add to the rural economy whilst enjoying and
exploring our beautiful country.

Also something that happened this week that brought joy to my heart was ExCo agreeing to the
proposal to undertake works in the public jetty area on the landing stages for cruise tourism.
This was identified a good many years ago as being sub optimal and a bit of a bottleneck for
landing tourists.
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If it had not been for the FIC stepping into the space this season, we would not have been in a
good place and I wish to thank them for that, and to also say that their offering will add greatly
to the flexibility that can be offered. From the numbers that we are seeing, greater passenger
numbers are heading in our direction in the coming seasons and the clash days are also starting
to make themselves known to us and there are a few on the way.

Whilst actual tourist numbers arriving here in Stanley by sea is a different piece of work that
will be undertaken, the fact that some the expedition vessels are growing a bit bigger and now
and starting to move towards using tenders as opposed to zodiacs, will probably mean that we
shall require as much flexibility as we can get.

I know this is a subject that has caused much angst for a good many years and when, as a
journalist, | sat in on Tourist Board meetings | watched the then portfolio holder being given a
bit of a hot time about this very subject, and | sort of inherited the portfolio from him and |
learned very quickly that attempts were being made, but were running into brick wall after
brick wall, largely due to the lack of people and expertise to push it through to a level that
MLAs could make a decision, and so | felt his pain and it wasn’t until the DCS department
became interested and got involved, a portfolio which MLA Pollard heads up, that finally
things started moving forward and | am sure that he takes a quiet satisfaction in seeing this
project pass through ExCo. To everyone involved may I publicly say thank you for getting this
project to the stage that it has reached and look forward to seeing the finished article in
operation.

Looking ahead, it is incredible that Landing Day is nearly upon us again. | say incredible, as it
really does seem to be only a couple of months since that we were commemorating this
amazing event, time certainly flies by.

Something else that is heading in our direction in May, as mentioned by the Honourable Peter
Biggs, is on the 19th to be precise, and is the 50th anniversary of the opening of the Stanley B
Power Station. It was | believe built by a local company headed up the late great John
Rowlands and from day one, the people who worked and still work there have given all they
have to making sure that on the inside the building is as neat and as clean as it was on the day it
opened and tend those ageing engines with a love and dedication that goes well beyond the call
of duty.

To you all past and present, | wish to publicly say thank you for keeping the lights on and
kettles boiling, sometimes working against the odds to keep those ageing beasts running.

I did take a look to see if I could figure how much we spent on Stanley B Power Station, but |
am still not sure | have an accurate figure as we were kind of “grant in aid” at the time and
money was lent to us by the UK for the project, but I did see one figure quoted for the works,
which was £167,000 and ran this through the Bank of England inflation calculator and it came
out at £1,681,168, we shan’t be getting the next power station for that and nowadays you will
probably only get one generator with its fixtures and fittings for that amount. The quoted
output by the way, for Stanley B was given as 1,296KW.

Finally may | join those who have wished the Commander British Forces the very best for the
future as he nears the end of his tenure here in the Falklands. | would just like to say to
Jonathan that | think you were the right person at the right time and you have done much to put
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in place a great foundation for those who follow you to build upon. Thank you, Madam Deputy
Speaker.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker, | think there's been a lot of kind words said about our
outgoing Commander British Forces, but | do say that we consider you ours and we are very,
very grateful for the views and the leadership think as my Honourable Colleague Mark Pollard
outlined very eloquently that you've given the Islands over your time here. And thank you for
that.

I'd also like to thank my Honourable Colleague Mark Pollard for his question without notice,
and I'm glad it was accepted by the House today. Oddly enough, it kind of popped into my
mind that there's been an exchange in the Penguin News just last week that someone had stated
that I'd tried to deliberately mislead the public, which as | know is obviously untrue and | have
faith in knowledge that the public know that that is not true. Why would | kick and wail about
protesting that too much, and so | completely empathise when our media, who is who's feeling
what is a heavy handed reaction to a voicing of public concern.

And | would just say that caring for our community by earning and retaining a social licence to
operate through the respect and support of our Falkland Islands communities is key. A heavy
handed reaction to people raising public concern loses you the respect and standing in that
community. And also in turn, as we've said, today risks our democracy, so | hope that common
sensibility will win out in that case.

Commander British Forces

Madam Deputy Speaker, thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak today and support
the motion. And thank you to all Honourable Members for their incredibly kind words today, it
won't surprise you to hear that it has been an absolute privilege to be charged with the defence
of these beautiful islands and the defence of the freedoms you so enjoy today and the defence
of an incredibly resilient and resourceful population.

It's been a privilege to lead the men and women of the Armed Forces who have served, and the
many of them who have served at Mount Pleasant Complex and Ascension over my tenure.
Also those contractors and civil servants and families who call MPC and these islands their
home, however long that period is whether it's four months or for others much, much longer.

And it's been a privilege to serve the last Assembly, and this Assembly. | hope | leave you
convinced that the deterrence effect we deliver is as strong as it as it ever has been. | hope you
are reassured by the commitment of the United Kingdom's government, by the commitment at
the Ministry of Defence and by BFSAIs commitment to the defence of these islands.

I talk about one community and we talk about how the community feeds into the economy, but
at a fundamental level | impress upon every single person who comes to work for me that
BFSALI’s deterrent effect is absolutely fundamental to the social, economic and political
development of these islands as it continues, and as I've seen it continued to evolve over the
last two and a half years.
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We have worked, | have worked incredibly hard on relationships, | accept that we don't always
get everything absolutely right. We certainly try our hardest. We can't please everyone all the
time, but as | reflect just on the things we have worked together to achieve over that period, the
management and emergence from Covid-19, the reintroduction of commercial flights, the
replacement of RAPIER with the SkySaber Air Defence System, now support to British
Antarctic Survey and UK operations in Antarctica.

The joint housing programme and joint waste management programmes where we got fantastic
models of what we can achieve when we work together and models for future collaborative
projects. The reopening of Ascension lIsland’s runway is really imminent, planned for the
eighth of May, with the first southbound fight.

And then finally, the manner in which we came together and mark the 40th anniversary, the
show to the world, the legacy of those sacrifices in 1982.

And as | tot up the numbers who have gone before me and the footsteps | follow, it's 32 if you
include I’m the 32" Commander, if you go back to General Moore as Commander Land
Forces or 31, if you start with Major Borne as the Military Commissioner.

I find it remarkable that in 40 years there have been 30, 31 or 32 Commanders really, and |
think continuity, it's my privilege to now be the longest serving of those 31 others, having been
twice extended, | think that's made a real contribution to my ability to understand and focus on
building relationships.

But nothing lasts forever, it's time for me to hand over the baton to the next incumbent of that
post, who arrives on the arrives on the 15" of May, and formally takes over on the 18" with me
departing on the 19™. And | want to ask you to give him the same support, welcome and
friendship that you gave to me. Thank you.

Madam Deputy Speaker

I too, would like to wish you farewell and thank you for your many contributions to the
Falkland Islands.

This House stands adjourned accordingly.

Confirmed this 31% day of May 2023

Speaker of the House
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