RECORD OF THE MEETING OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

HELD AT THE
COURT AND ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS STANLEY

THURSDAY 14 DECEMBER 2023



RECORD OF THE MEETING OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
HELD AT THE COURTS AND ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS, STANLEY

THURSDAY 14 DECEMBER 2023
Speaker of the House
(Mr Keith Biles JP)
MEMBERS (Ex-Officio)

The Honourable Chief Executive
(Mr Andy Keeling)

The Honourable Financial Secretary
(Mrs Tracey Prior)

Elected

The Honourable Teslyn Siobhan Barkman
(Elected Member for Camp Constituency)

The Honourable Peter Julian Basil Biggs
(Elected Member for Stanley Constituency)

The Honourable Mark John Pollard
(Elected Member for Stanley Constituency)

The Honourable Gavin Phillip Short
(Elected Member for Stanley Constituency)

The Honourable Lucila Leona Vidal Roberts (Leona Roberts)
(Elected Member for Stanley Constituency)

The Honourable Roger Kenneth Spink
(Elected Member for Stanley Constituency)

The Honourable John Birmingham
(Elected Member for Camp Constituency)

The Honourable Jack Ford
(Elected Member for Camp Constituency)

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 14 December 2023
2



PERSONS ENTITLED TO ATTEND

Attorney General
(Mr Simon Young)

Commander British Forces, South Atlantic Islands
(Brigadier Daniel Duff)

CLERK OF THE ASSEMBLY: Cherie Clifford

PRAYERS: The Speaker of the House

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 14 December 2023
3



CONTENTS

Prayers

Papers to be Laid on the Table by the Honourable Chief Executive

Questions for Oral Response

10

Question Number 62/23 by Honourable Gavin Short

Can the Honourable Roger Spink please tell the House what legislation may be in place to
protect battlefields from disturbance by people digging or moving artefacts and whether
any permissions are required before undertaking such actions.

10

Question Number 63/23 by Honourable Gavin Short

Can the Honourable Jack Ford please inform the House whether there are any plans to form
a group to look at parades and commemorations in the Falklands and if so, what will be its
makeup and engagement with the public.

12

Question Number 64/23 by Honourable Gavin Short

With the current wind turbines at Sand Bay coming to the end of their supported life can
the Honourable Leona Roberts please tell the House what steps are being taken for either
their recertification or replacement and if the replacement option is being considered, can
she say how many turbines will be erected, what the model of turbine may be, their output
and whether the solution includes a battery storage option, please.

Motions

14

Motion Number 15/23 by Honourable Roger Spink

This House approves the recommendation of the Report to the Legislative Assembly — from
the Statute Law Commissioner — Application of United Kingdom Laws (Reporting period 15t
August 2023 to 30" November 2023) submitted under Section 25 of the Law Revision and
Publication Ordinance 2017.

15

Portfolio Reports:

20

The Honourable Jack Ford

20

Order of the Day: Bills

Supplementary Appropriation (2023-2024) (No 2) Bill 2023

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 14 December 2023
4




Motion for Adjournment 43
The Honourable Mark Pollard 43
The Honourable Jack Ford 44
The Honourable Gavin Short 45
The Honourable Roger Spink 45
The Honourable John Birmingham 46
The Honourable Leona Roberts 47
The Honourable Pete Biggs 47
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 47

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 14 December 2023
5



Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly
Thursday 14 December 2023

Prayers
Mr Speaker

Please be seated. Honourable Members, Ladies and Gentlemen, good morning and welcome
to this session of the Legislative Assembly. My usual reminder please that mobile phones and
electronic equipment should be turned to silent.

Clerk of the Assembly
Papers to be laid on the table by the Honourable Chief Executive

Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last sitting
of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to Section 35(1) of the
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977.

e Maritime (Ship to Ship Transfer) Regulations 2023

e Currency (Coins) Regulations 2023

e Taxes and Duties (Defence Contractors’ Employees Exemption) (No 2) (Amendment No
2) Order 2023

In accordance with Section 81 (7) of the Constitution from the Public Accounts Committee in
respect of:
e Report to the Legislative Assembly and HE The Governor on the Activities of the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) during the period 30 October 2022 to 30 October 2023
e The Public Accounts Committee Planned Programme of Work for period July 2023 to
June 2024.

The Honourable Chief Executive
Mr Speaker, | hereby lay the aforementioned papers on the table.
The Honourable Jack Ford

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, under Standing Order Section 41(3) | move that the
Maritime (Ship to Ship Transfer) Regulations 2023, be noted.

By way of explanation, the Ship-to-Ship (STS) Transfer Regulations concern both ‘cargo
transfers’, being oil transfers between tankers and the ‘bunkering operations’, the refuelling
of vessels by a tanker. They aim to reduce the risk of marine pollution by giving effect in the
law of the Falkland Islands to Chapter 8 of Annex | (One) of the MARPOL Convention.

The provisions are straightforward in nature and are focused on the notification, at 48 hours’
notice for cargo transfers between tankers and at 24 hours’ notice for bunkering operations,
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and recording of transfers, along with the requirement to have on-board the tanker an
approved ship to ship operations plan that takes into account IMO best practice guidelines.

Responsibility for reporting lies with both tankers involved for cargo transfer but only with the
supplying vessel for bunkering operations.

The Regulations apply to cargo transfers throughout Falkland Islands-controlled waters, to the
outer limits of our zone but, in the case of bunkering operations, only within the outer limits
of our Territorial waters.

Mr Speaker

And could | have a seconder please?
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the motion.
Mr Speaker

The Honourable Roger Spink to second. Honourable Members, the motion is that the
Maritime (Ship to Ship Transfer) Regulations 2023 are noted. Does any Honourable Member
wish to speak to that motion? There is no debate. Is there any objection to passing that
motion? There is no objection. Those Regulations are noted.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, under Standing Order 41 (3) | move that the Currency (Coins) Regulations 2023
and Taxes and Duties (Defence Contractors Employees Exemption) (No 2) (Amendment No 2)
Order 2023 be noted.

By way of explanation Section 6 (5)(a) of the Currency Ordinance 1987 gives the
Commissioners of Currency the right to arrange for the minting of coins of such
denominations, weight, form and design and made of such metal or metals as are prescribed
by regulations. These regulations prescribe the details for three 50p coins as set out in the
Schedule.

And then as regards the Taxes and Duties (Defence Contractors’ Employees Exemption). This
order exempts qualifying employees of Recruitment & Manpower Services Limited from
paying income tax and retirement contributions in relation to relevant income. Recruitment &
Manpower Services Limited is added to Part 1 of the Schedule to the Taxes and Duties
(Defence Contractors Employees Exemption) (No 2) Order 2022. The exemption is granted to
qualifying employees from liabilities arising on or after 1% January 2023 ending 315 of
December 2023.

Mr Speaker
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Please could we have a seconder?
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Mr Speaker | second the motion.
Mr Speaker

Thank you. Honourable Members, the motion is that the Currency (Coins) Regulations 2023
and Taxes and Duties (Defence Contractors Employees Exemption) (No 2) (Amendment No 2)
Order 2023 are noted. Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the motion? Is there
any objection to passing that motion? There is no objection. That regulation and the order are
noted.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) | move that the Report to the Legislative
Assembly and Her Excellency The Governor on the Activities of the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) during the period 30" October 2022 to 30t October 2023 and the Public
Accounts Committee Planned Programme of Work for period July 2023 to June 2024 be
noted.

In accordance with Section 81(7) of the Constitution, the Public Accounts Committee is
required to update on activities; during the 30t of October 2022 to the 30™ of October 2023,
the PAC which consists of Chair Andrew Newman, Deputy Chair Sacha Cleminson, Lay
Member Nadia Knight, MLA Biggs and myself assisted by Secretary Nancy Locke, costs that
were under £60,000 are related to administration. This included the salary of the secretary,
rent of the office building, consultancy services and travel expenses.

Three meetings were held, and no hearings were held. As required accounts of statutory
bodies, bodies in receipt of public funds, bodies in which FIG is a shareholder and those where
a statutory body are a shareholder were examined with the findings reported to this House.

The Committee did not meet with the external auditor. They considered five original internal
audit reports and five follow up reports of the Chief Internal Auditor and reported on these to
the House. The number of reports was considerably down on previous years and this is cited
as being due to staff changes in the audit office and the team being understaffed for a
number of years. PAC were not given sight of the Chief Internal Auditors audit plan and
strategy which had been shared previously.

Reports into capital works initiated by the PAC include a report on the public jetty phase one
which was presented to this House in October 2022 and it took nine months for a response to
their recommendations. This was three months over the six months required in legislation.

This October they presented the Emergency Services digital mobile radio project and the VHF
two meter repeater replacement project to this House with recommendations. Other projects
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on the work plan include the fisheries patrol vessel, the Lilibet, the deep-water port and the
vulnerable persons unit, Tussac House.

Additional work streams suggested for 2023/24 alongside the VPU scoping and phase one is
the Morrisons RSK contract including Bennett's product and the VPU. And further submissions
from the public include temporary generator new power station phase one, IT systems
databases, FIG contributions to Sure, small tenders, hospital remedial maintenance, FIG-
Ramboll contract value for money and FIG HR value for money. These may also be considered
by the PAC in its upcoming work. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker

Please could we have a seconder?

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker | second the motion.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the motion is that the Report to the Legislative Assembly and HE The
Governor on the Activities of the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) during the period 30
October 2022 to 30 October 2023, and the Public Accounts Committee Planned Programme
of Work for period July 2023 to June 2023 be noted. Does any Honourable Member wish to
speak to the motion?

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker, | thank my Honourable colleague for delivering this report which as
always, is interesting reading and recognizing that there has been a lot of pressure on the FIG
audit team and on Government Officers more broadly, it is, however troubling to hear of the
delays that the PAC is experiencing in getting responses and/ or access to information. | don't
actually have a question for my Honourable Colleague simply to note and to put on record
that concern. | do believe that there is merit in having a Public Accounts Committee and if we
want to allow it to function properly, then we somehow do need to find a way to ensure that
they're getting timely access to the information that they need. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, does any other Honourable Member wish to speak to that motion? Is there any
objection to passing the motion? There is no objection, those reports are noted.

Clerk of the Assembly

Questions for oral response. Question number 62 of 2023 by the Honourable Gavin Short.
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The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, can the Honourable Roger Spink please tell the House
what legislation may be in place to protect battlefields from disturbance by people digging or
moving artefacts and whether any permissions are required before undertaking such actions.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his question. There are no specific
statutory protections of battlefields, and no specific statutory permissions are required. Some
battlefields will be subject to a level of protection due to provisions put in place for other
purposes. For example, Stanley Common Ordinance 1999 restricts activities on Stanley
Common, which will restrict activities on those battlefields which are part of the Common.

Similarly, depending on the extent of the digging, which might be contemplated, the Planning
Ordinance 1991 might be engaged. There are also prohibitions on the export of certain items
and artefacts, which will cover some artefacts from battlefields. For example, the Customs
and Proclamation of 1968 prohibiting the export of scrap metal. Thank you.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | thank the Honourable Gentleman for his reply, which my
guestion was brought about, of course, by recent archaeological visit from some people from
another country, which | believe may not have caused any undue disturbance, but | think
some people were somewhat worried that in future we could see people digging and causing
disturbance to what is a historical site or sites, | should say.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his observations there. | think if we
believe that it is an issue, that it is something that we could put on our list of things to do, but
| would remind everybody that we do have a rather long list of items where we are requiring
legislation. Thank you.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to a raise supplementary question? No.

Clerk of the Assembly

Question number 63 of 2023 by the Honourable Gavin Short.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Colleagues, can the Honourable Jack Ford please inform the House

whether there are any plans to form a group to look at parades and commemorations in the
Falklands and if so, what will be its makeup and also engagement with the public.
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The Honourable Jack Ford

Mr Speaker, | thank my Honourable Colleague for his question, following the lack of events to
celebrate His Majesty the King’s birthday last month and the decision to temporarily halt the
use of the ceremonial guns until work can be carried out to ensure their future safety, and the
receipt of several letters from members of the public, conversations were held within Gilbert
House regarding the parades and commemoration programme.

There was a desire from Honourable Members to ensure there is a clear and communicated
plan for parades and commemorations going into the future. As the portfolio holder for
Islands Security, which includes the FIDF, it was decided that | would take the lead on this
piece of work.

To date | have had conversations with Government House, FIDF and the Rector of Christ
Church Cathedral. | would like to stress that at this time no working group has been formed,
and other than the previously mentioned conversations, no additional work has been carried
out and no decisions have been made.

Going forward, it is my desire to see us agree what is formally commemorated by the Church
and State, how it is commemorated and if we would possibly look at doing anything slightly
different in the future. And the result of this work will hopefully be a clear plan for the years
ahead that will be well communicated to all involved parties and the community as a whole.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Gentleman for his reply. Can | though, perhaps draw
things out a bit further? Will that work include looking at whether any of the current parades
will be dropped and here I'm thinking of the 8t of December.

The Honourable Jack Ford

Yes, is the short answer, | think it will include the full suite of commemorations and | think
Battle Day is the one he’s probably hinting at, as that's the one that's regularly discussed
when it comes to potentially dropping parades. And | think at this time, as I've already said,
we haven't made any decisions and we'll of course want to take the community with us rather
than making decisions on our own. So yes, | think we will look at the full suite and see what
we want to formally commemorate, whether there are things that given the passage of time,
we would like to potentially look at reducing, but | think, at the moment, nothing's off the
table, from my perspective of what we will be looking at.

The Honourable Gavin Short

| thank the Honourable Gentleman for his reply. | fully understand that this is very early stages
yet, but will you be calling for, if you'd like, evidence from the public on what their feelings
are for these things, who should they feed their thoughts into, it seems to be slightly loose at
the moment, if you see what | mean.
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The Honourable Jack Ford

It would appear to be quite loose at the moment because no work has been carried out and
no formal working group has been formed. As I've said, I've only held very brief conversations
with Government House, representatives from the Church and the FIDF as well as my
Honourable Colleagues. So, going forward, when I've had some time to look at this in more
detail and discuss things more widely, | think we will then communicate who people can
direct their thoughts to so we can collate that and that can become part of this wider piece of
work. So as the work progresses and more things are done, we will we will make things
known to the public.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Jack Ford for his reply. | look forward to seeing this work
get underway.

Mr Speaker
Are there any supplementary questions?
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker, just to say, | really look forward to seeing this work progress and it's
really important that as my Honourable Colleague said, to take the community with us. | think
there's all sorts of view in the community, from full blown parades for everything to none at
all and everything in between. And | think it's really important if we're looking at getting rid of
some of them that we take the committee with us, as my Honourable Colleague said, so | look
forward to seeing where we go with it. And I'm really, really pleased that right from the
outset, Honourable Colleague has talked about how we engage with community and get them
involved so hopefully the community will be reassured by that, thank you Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker
Does any other Honourable Member wish to speak?
The Honourable Jack Ford

| would just like to add that a lot of this came out of my personal frustration with the lack of
events to commemorate the King's birthday so I'm not coming at this from a position of trying
to get rid of all parades and commemorations that we have. In certain ways, it is sort of the
opposite and trying to resurrect things to celebrate His Majesty the King's birthday, but | think
it's important that we not only look at that one isolated event, we look at the whole suite to
make sure that we have a clear plan that that everyone involved is aware of so that we were
able to commemorate them in a proper and | think a good way going forward.
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Clerk of the Assembly
Question number 64 of 2023 by the Honourable Gavin Short
The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, with the current wind turbines at Sand Bay coming to the
end of their supported life can the Honourable Leona Roberts please tell the House what
steps are being taken to either get their recertification or replacement and if the replacement
option is being considered, can she say how many turbines will be erected, what the model of
turbine may be, their output and whether the solution includes a battery storage option,
please.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker, | thank my Honourable Colleague for the question and also the
Director of Public Works for the response. Honourable Members are directed to November
Executive Council paper 168/23 Sand Bay Wind Farm Phase 3, which provides a very detailed
response to the Honourable Gavin Shorts’ question.

However, in summary, it may be possible to extend the life of the existing wind turbines at
Sand Bay and this will be explored in more detail with the turbine supplier Enercon Gmbh,
However, in addition to any potential extension to the existing turbines, at the meeting of
Executive Council on the 27" November, Honourable Members approved in principle support
to Sand Bay Phase 3 Renewables Project.

The initial engineering solution for this project proposed two Enercon Gmbh E70 wind
turbines with a capacity to produce 2.3MW of power each and battery units with an 8 MWh
of energy storage capacity. On consultation with Honourable Members this was increased to
three E70 units.

The approved paper requires the Honourable Chief Executive to bring a report back to
Executive Council on the full project including a revised capital programme in March or April
2024.

From a personal perspective, | would add that I'm personally very keen to see this project go
ahead. | think the Sand Bay wind farm has been a tremendous success over the last couple of
decades and not one that we've always perhaps featured quite as much as we should have.
It's consistently offset well over a third of Stanley's diesel to provide power for the town.

And | would hate to see this fall back in any way, so | really do look forward to seeing further
information and work come forward and hopefully for this to go ahead. It is an engineering
lead solution, driven very much by our local staff, which | think is a fantastic thing. They know
the Falklands, they know our wind and its peculiarities, and it is hoped that this solution
would provide at least 50% of Stanley's power going forward, greatly offsetting our diesel,
which | think is only something that we can celebrate and work towards. So, | hope that goes
some way towards answering this question.
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The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Leona Roberts for her reply. And yes, | too, very much
look forward to this being back in front of us for March. And certainly, from what I've seen
from the initial paper, which | thought would have been quite enough to actually get this
project over the line in its totality, it will certainly have my support and what perhaps does
hearten me, this is a project as you say engineering led by people here in the Falklands, | think
we should be celebrating the local expertise that we have. Thank you.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or comment?
No.

Clerk of the Assembly
Questions without notice, the Honourable John Birmingham.
The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, before | ask the question, may | just make a comment?
That I’'m very impressed with the Honourable Member who spoke for PWD and her extensive
knowledge of power.

But my question is this, and | thank the Chair for allowing me to ask this question. Can the
Honourable Gavin Short please confirm that the budget for the Wool Warehouse is
underspent? And could he also tell me by how much?

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | thank the Honourable Member for his question and also
perhaps for just giving me the little wink that it was on the way. As a way of giving some
background to the project first, the original budget for the Wool Warehouse project was up to
£1.9M. The overall shape of the financing for the project consists of an FIG Capital Loan to
FIDC of £1.0M, a Capital Development Grant of £0.4M from FIG and an FIDC/RDS Capital
Development funded investment of £0.5M.

Cost recovery for the loan would follow an agreed variable model of throughput of bales at
£5.50 per bale facility user fee, collected by the facilities manager, Wool Co, and paid to FIDC
as the landlord per the lease agreement, with an annual uplift of 2%, which would then be
used to repay Falkland Islands Government.

The contract in place with FIC for the original specifications was a fixed cost contract; this
does not, of course, include additional works such as the compressor shed. In addition to the
FIC contracted build price, there are other costs associated with the Wool Warehouse,
including the consultancy and legal fees. The final project costs are yet to be determined
however, | am assured that they will not exceed the original budget.
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FIDC covered the first £0.5M of invoices from its approved budget and have been reimbursed
by the Falkland Islands Government for the other costs up to this point in the project, these
reimbursements form the loan funding from FIG to FIDC.

Any potential budget remaining once the project is complete will not be drawn down from
FIG, with the potential to reduce the amount of Capital Development Grant funding required
from the Falkland Islands Government for the project.

When Honourable Members and the press visited the facility on Monday, some interest was
generated by the presence of a shower and | am assured that the shower unit did cost £500
and was included in the original specifications in the tender documents for the project, this
includes the plumbing and all fixtures and fittings.

The tenant recently made a request to look at potentially extending the concrete pad on the
east, as well as potentially widening the outside entrance gate to the Wool Warehouse. FIDC
has since had SAAS on site to look at the outside loading area. FIDC and FIC are currently
exploring these requests in more detail to make a recommendation and will be able to update
all stakeholders in due course.

Any further works to undertake will be what, if anything is flagged during the snagging, and
recommendations that come from the aforementioned request from the tenant. At this point
in time it would not be commercially sensible to publicly disclose any figures whilst works
continue and negotiations are on-going for any additional works outside of the original
specification. Finally, full figures and costings will be made public once the project is complete
and handed over in full to the owners FIDC.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Honourable Members, I'd like to thank the Honourable Gavin Short for his extensive answer
to my simple question. But nevertheless, it was very interesting, thank you. The Wool
Warehouse has been four years in the making so it predated this Assembly. This Assembly has
got a couple of projects that were started in the previous Assembly.

| hear since Monday, there has been talk, | do have a follow up question if that's okay, Mr
Speaker, about the warehouse being too small, | don't know, maybe it is, but it is there.
Farmers are used to evolving their ways and they will adjust. The reality of the times is that
the building is nearly finished.

From what | can see there is a good team down there, and they will make it work. There
needs to be a little bit of willingness and especially patience to give the time to be embedded.
Mr Speaker, the reason | asked this question is that when we did go down there and the
shower itself is as far as I'm concerned, a bit of a distraction, | don't have a problem with that.
Although | noticed that it was one of those rare photos of me smiling, and that was because
I'd just been told how much it is allegedly cost.
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More important for me is that the project is finished and to finish the project would my
Honourable Colleague agree that to finish the project, the apron needs completion and there
needs to be a proper road to the Bypass Road.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Gentleman for his follow up questions and also the
comments he made about the warehouse. | think this has been the most observed and talked
about shed in the history of shed building in the Falklands. And | have to say that when |
looked in there although we live in a different era now, | would have been overjoyed if | had a
woolshed like that just stow bales in, rather than the ones | had to whilst | was down the jetty.

| refer you to my answer in which there have been inquiries made about the pad at the front;
those inquiries are now underway looking for costs and the art of the possible. The road into
the Wool Warehouse, | believe is PWD. And | think when we were speaking with PWD, but a
couple of days ago, it was stated that no approach had been made to them to try and put a
road in, but that they would add it to their list of extensive things to do. So, | do hope that
goes some way to answering his supplementary question.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, my supplementary question was to ask my Honourable
Colleague whether he would agree that the project needs completion. I'm very often told
“you know nothing” I'm actually told that in a domestic setting. And sometimes | do, do a
little bit of research and there's a famous person in the early part of the 20th century, his
name was Henry Gantt. And | followed through looking this up and the Gantt chart apparently
is how you progress a project. And it looks all very, very well and scientific and everything
should flow.

Perhaps on occasion, maybe I'll ask the library to get a copy of his book. Because my simple
guestion was, does my Honourable Colleague agree with me that the project needs finishing.
And if it requires more money, that is a political issue. | ask whether there is support from him
to finish the project.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Thank you, | thank the Honourable Member for his question. And as laid out in the original
specifications, yes, that project like any project should be finished. Now, what you're asking
actually lays outside of the original specifications for that building. So therefore, | am
containing myself to answering for the actual as laid down project; this will be an extra that is
being looked at.

The Honourable John Birmingham
And this will be the last time | stand up, Mr Speaker, and the extra required to complete the

project in the eyes of many would be to have a proper road and a proper apron. And I'm
asking whether and | am asking for the last time, and I'm sure you do, you agree with me that
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that would be a political decision. And if more monies were required, | would certainly vote
more money for it.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Honourable Members, | thank the Honourable Gentleman for his question and we shall see
what comes to us if there is a need for extra money. But until then, as | say there are
conversations going on to try and ascertain just what this will cost. So, until that is known, the
rest of it just has to wait in abeyance for a little while.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or a comment?
No.

Clerk of the Assembly
Question without notice, the Honourable Roger Spink.
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, can | ask the Attorney General please to update the
House on the determination of the Starlink licenses that he committed to have done by prior
to this Assembly?

The Attorney General

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Yes, I'm happy to update the House just in terms of where we are
with those applications. | have now written to Sure and have had a conversation with the
Chief Executive of Sure in relation to the license determinations. I've got a meeting actually
this afternoon with our consultant, which unfortunately is the first time I've been able to get
our diaries to coalesce so that we can discuss the actual mechanics of determining the
applications. And hopefully within that meeting this afternoon, we'll agree how we are going
to determine the applications in terms of issuing licenses and then invoicing effectively for the
license fees that would then be payable. So hopefully that will progress after the meeting this
afternoon.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | thank the Attorney General for his reply. Can we please
have a timescale? Obviously, this is an issue that isn't new. It is something that people have
been waiting some time and the time limit, | understand is 28 days for reply on a
determination of a license. | think it's quite serious that we have waited so long. So many
people have waited so long. | think it would be good to put a time scale or time frame in place
to make sure that this is addressed, because we have repeatedly chased this over many, many
months. Thank you,
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The Attorney General

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Yes, | said to the Honourable Members, as | say I've got a meeting this
afternoon. And I'm hoping then license determinations can be issued immediately after that
meeting this afternoon. So, I'm hoping by the end of this week, there will be letters out to all
of the applicants who who've made applications.

The Honourable Roger Spink

| look forward to that. And please could we have written confirmation when that is
completed? Thank you.

The Attorney General

I’'m happy to confirm to all Honourable Members of the Assembly.
Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise a comment?
The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker. And I'm grateful to my Honourable Colleague Roger Spink for raising
this because | was going to as well, given the assurance we had last month. So, I'm very
pleased to hear from the Attorney General that that determination is soon to be made. But
for me, as | said at the last Assembly, as | continue to say, there are still so many questions
outstanding about not so much the determination of these licenses; that appears to be in
hand, but about the broader issues.

And this is not particularly a question for the Attorney General, I'm not sure whether to direct
it to my Honourable Colleague Roger Spink as portfolio holder, perhaps the Honourable Chief
Executive, but how are we going to drag out some of the answers to the many questions
around Starlink, VSAT, the future, the implications of giving these licenses, of whether there
should be discussion about the licence fee? How all of that might happen? And how we're
going to communicate that to the public? Because these are big questions, again, that I've
been asking, and I've not been the only one for many months, and we don't seem to be
making any progress on it.

There is an immense air of frustration and misunderstanding to be perfectly honest, in the
public sphere, which is not surprising, given what appears to me to be a void of information.
So, the conclusion that members of the public appear to be leaping to is that there's
opposition within the Assembly to moving towards more flexible options, should we say for
starters, which is certainly not my understanding of where we are. And based on all the
guestions and the statements that I've heard from Honourable Members, for years, that is
not the position.
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But | think this lack of information is creating an additional problem and | would really like to
see how we take this forward. Again, at the last Assembly, the Attorney General said there
could be a public meeting in the new year, | believe, to try and get additional information out
to the public, presumably that will be around these licenses, but on this broader suite of
needs. Can | please ask, as | say, either my Honourable Colleague Roger Spink or the
Honourable Chief Executive for some information, please?

Mr Speaker

The Honourable Roger Spink, do you want to defer to the Honourable Chief Executive?
The Honourable Roger Spink

| think so. Yes.

The Honourable Chief Executive

| don't really know where to begin with that, to be honest. I'm not sure | have an answer. |
look to my friend the Attorney General, perhaps he can help shed some light?

The Attorney General

Well, Mr Speaker, there are there are a number of different issues there. | think the
Honourable Leona Roberts is right in terms of there needs to be further and better
engagement with the public. And as | said, we will hope to arrange a public meeting at which
all of these different issues can be can be discussed.

In terms of things like the Honourable Leona Roberts mentioned; the issue of whether there
could be more flexible options, obviously there are discussions that are on-going about the
longer term future in terms of communications. In the shorter term, of course, we have to be
mindful of the arrangements that are currently in place, including the exclusive license, which
has been granted, and there are a number of issues that arise in relation to that.

| fully expect that if licenses are issued, that that will not necessarily be welcomed by the
exclusive licensee and could in fact, be subject to legal challenge. So, there are a number of
issues that would need to deal with. In terms of issues like fees, for example, well, these are
issues which can be considered by Honourable Members; again, within the constraints of the
law, there is a long list of objectives for the Communications Ordinance, there are policies
that have been agreed by the Executive Council when the exclusive license was granted and
the ordinance was approved for transmission to this House. So, there are a number of issues
that would need to be followed and quite likely, there would need to be proper consultation
with all concerned including Sure, about changes to any of the arrangements or license fees
and that would that would take some time. But if that is something that Honourable
Members wish to progress in terms of a piece of work, then obviously we can report to
Executive Council about that, and move it on from there.
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The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker and thank you to the Attorney General for catching the ball as it was
passed around the room, | appreciate that. And | think his response just serves to illustrate
really, that there are some things that are very much set at the moment. And | think there's a
lack of understanding about what we are tied into at the moment and even just getting that
information clearly out to the public, | think would help because | think there are views that
everything can just be changed at the drop of a hat.

For my part, I'm not opposed to change at all, but | do want to understand what it means and
how it can be done and what the implications are more broadly. Because I've never been
much of one for an 'I'm alright, Jack™ approach. | think we need to understand all the issues
around this. So, recognizing that would be a big piece of work still, | think we do somehow.
And whether that involves our in-house IT now as well, I'm not sure, but | do think we need to
really try and push hard on this going forward so I'm grateful for that. And that will be it from
me, thank you.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, | think actually the response that the Attorney General gave covered some of what
| was going to raise, which is kind of a little bit more specific behind the concerns that my
Honourable Colleagues already raised. We've heard a number of different concerns from the
public, and it centres around, can we make VSATs more affordable? And as we've just heard,
yes, we can. And that was a question | think that had been asked and answered in this House
previously. That's for budget sitting. So, it may be that's going to be somewhat more
forensically watched this year as we go into a slightly more transparent budget sitting session.

But one that's risen more recently is well, okay, tell us what the security concerns around
communications would be if we were to allow more competition into our telecom sector,
does that actually open us up into any risks? And can we mitigate any of that by options, such
as nationalizing or just how big those risks really are? And can we absorb any of that.

There's a lot of public money that is poured into telecoms, and everybody knows that. But
what we don't have is a clear understanding of what expectations people have, and therefore
understanding of why we're currently in this position, and what that means for the future
contract.

| suppose the main point | was trying to make here is, definitely we need a conversation with
the public about that it's going to be somewhat chaotic, and the reason | say chaotic, is
because there is all of this misunderstanding, and there is all of this kind of lack of
connectivity on communications. But what we really need to do is look forward and think,
well, we've got the contract coming up, the exclusive license is coming to a period of end and
we have to renegotiate that contract, it is the perfect time to engage the public to understand
what their expectations are, and for us to have the risks fully outlined and communicate that
back.
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So, | know this probably sits under MLA Pollard’s remit of DCS and he said he's sitting there
nodding like “oh, great, yeah, one more thing”. But | mean, that would be key to, | suppose,
the start of that contract renegotiation would be some clear public sessions to really outline |
think as MLA Roberts said, the where we are, but also what the options could be from our
side understanding that obviously the contract negotiation is going to have to be commercial
in nature, but if we don't have that full suite of information from the public, it's never going to
deliver.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker, my Honourable Colleague is absolutely right. | am the portfolio holder
for a lot of telecoms in the Falklands and I'm not thinking “oh, great, something else to do”, in
fact, I've been thinking very hard about how we tackle this subject. | think we have two
separate issues that we keep conflating and smashing together, | think we need to separate
those and be very clear about what those two are.

The first one is regulation and what is permissible or achievable under the current conditions
that we operate and that is certainly one for my Honourable Colleague MLA Spink, and for the
Attorney General, to sort out as Regulator.

However, the other issue is the future of telecoms provision in the Falkland Islands, and by
telecoms, | want to be really clear, that telecoms is all encompassing, we're not just talking
about the internet, there are a huge array of different services that are provided in the
Falklands, some of which we put an awful lot of money into as a Government.

| think being very clear and trying to understand the effects of what we do on all of those
other services and what | think we need to ensure we do as the Government is very clearly
layout and game how the changes we make will affect all of those other services. What | want
to see, and | think what my Honourable Colleagues want to see, well, we consistently say is
that we want to see improvement to the services, we want to see increased services, and we
want to see better services, possibly cheaper services as well.

And | think this is universal across the eight of us, | don't see any dissenting voices in terms of
that. But the question for me is how we understand all of the implications of all of the
different pieces.

The ball, if you like, it was like a game of volleyball in here earlier, it was being sort of
battered backwards and forwards, and no one wanted to catch it. Well, I'm more than happy
to catch it and carry it, but | would ask if the Honourable Chief Executive would agree that
perhaps the way forward is in the new year to convene a series of meetings initially, with the
Attorney General, the Director of Commercial Services, the Chief Information Officer, and
have a conversation initially, to see what all of the services are that we're seeing delivered
across the Falkland Islands, not just Government, but the ones that sit outside of
Government, and look at the wider implications on the members of the public, and then work
out how we're going to systematically try and improve all of those services without just a
focus on one that could undercut all of the others.
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| think as | say, we all want to see improvements. We want see things get better. But the only
way we do this is by actually understanding all of the implications. It's not a small piece of
work, but it's one that I'm more than more than happy to take up and try and drive forward.
And I'm sure my Honourable Colleagues, they can they can speak for themselves but I'm sure
that agree that understanding all of these things, and trying to improve all the services across
the Islands, the telecom services, | should say, would be the way forward.

We still have a long way to the end of the exclusive license with Sure in terms of the internet,
mobile, landline, the provision of these services, but it's going to come upon us very quickly.
So, | think we need to get the ball moving very quickly, and understand the whole package of
things and, and ensure that we're not just randomly ad hoc changing things with the risk of
dropping the whole lot. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Chief Executive

Thank you, Mr Speaker, I've listened to the debate caused by the question without notice,
which has actually been really, really interesting. The interplay between the existing license
and our legislation is probably much broader than people think it is; I've discovered this
myself in making inquiries into other issues, nothing to do with the Starlink applications, and |
have been surprised actually how broad that exclusivity is and what it actually covers once
you look at both the provisions within the license and the provisions within the legislation
that bring that license into being.

| absolutely agree that we need to plan the change that's going to happen in four years’ time.
We will get to the end of December of this year and in four years’ time, we will have to be in a
new regime as the existing license runs until the end of December 2027. | also think that
engaging with the public on what the future looks like is really, really important. And | know
that the Director of Development and Commercial Services is developing a plan of what the
early stages of the work needs to be in order to look at what our future is in terms of
telecommunications. And is also kind of looking over the longer term, picking up on the
expression from my Honourable Colleague John Birmingham, probably there's a Gantt chart
or two within that work.

But the really, really important thing is, is that people are given the opportunity to understand
what we have for the next four years and why we have it because as | said earlier, it is really
the interplay between the license and the legislation; those provisions are quite broad in
terms of that exclusivity. And probably that's why the Attorney General has been quite
cautious about wanting to seriously examine the applications for licenses for Starlink that he's
received. But going forward, we absolutely need to start that planning now and having
conversations, both across FIG, but also with the community about the process, as well as
what we might want in four years’ time is going to be really, really important.

The Attorney General
Can | just make just one final point, Mr Speaker, just picking up on the point that the

Honourable Leona Roberts made earlier, when answering the question about the wind energy
proposals is, sometimes it's easy to forget that there are positives in these areas as well.
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There are just criticisms, there are issues that need to be dealt with, but | think one of the
things it is important to remember, some of the things that the exclusive license, and in
addition to that the investments made by the Falkland Islands Government approved by
Members of this Assembly have led to significant improvements in a number of areas, and
actually the universal service that is provided provides services in areas that in other parts of
the world are simply not available to very remote rural areas.

So, | think there are issues to deal with, absolutely there are, I'm not seeking to say otherwise,
but | do think it's important to celebrate the improvements that have been made and the
benefits that have accrued from both Government investment and investment by Sure,
backed by the exclusivity that they've been given to justify that investment as a commercial
organization. It is important to reflect that as well, as obviously accept that there are issues
that definitely need to be to be addressed and dealt with.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I'd like to thank everybody for their contribution so far. |
would say the existing license has also had considerable assistance from the Falklands Islands
Government to make some of those advances, considerable investment every year. So | think
the determination of some of the Starlink licensees is great, because | think it will give us
hopefully, a view on how reliable such services are, what the possibilities are for the future.

| think we need to direct our efforts at the next contract because 2027 comes around very
fast. Whether or not we wish to have an exclusive license provider or not, | think needs to be
considered. | think competition has driven better services from the existing provider, certainly
when the satellite dishes originally and then these Starlink dishes now. So, | believe we need
to look seriously at that. | think we could spend a lot of time and effort trying to look at and
unpick the existing agreement, but | don't think that would be very fruitful. | think we need to
direct our efforts at the extension or otherwise of the existing contract, and what we see is
the right for the Falklands in the future.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker, this has been really interesting and actually gives me some hope to
be perfectly honest, | think what the Attorney General says is absolutely right and that is part
of this getting this information out and having this conversation is recognizing what is good
and the improvements that have been made, through the investment as my Honourable
Colleague Roger Spink says, through investment by FIG as well.

And | think that is part of that that whole next piece, because the Honourable Chief Executive
is absolutely right when he talks about the broad nature of the exclusive licence and needing
to understand what is possible or not within that, and then that will allow us, | would hope, to
form a coherent plan going forward, and to take us into a really meaningful negotiation about
whether we extend the license, what the new license looks like, whether it is an exclusive
license, but all of that needs the information behind it.
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And we're coming towards the end of 2023 and the year has passed in a flash, we know how
long these things take. While 2027 at the moment can feel like quite a long way, | really don't
believe it is and | think we've got to crack on with this. So, I'm very pleased actually, to hear
those responses. And I'm grateful to my Honourable Colleague, MLA Pollard for actually being
willing to pick up the ball on this one as well. And | think his idea of pulling together some of
those key offices to start this conversation in the New Year is an important one. So, thank
you, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker, thank you to my Honourable Colleagues, and the Honourable Chief
Executive for his answer and also the Attorney General as well. | think just to be really clear,
from my perspective, | think four years is too long, | think we have to be prepared and we
have to understand what's going to happen in four years and how we address things then, but
technological change is happening now.

If | could refer you to my last portfolio report just last month, were the Chief Information
Officer, so the Government Head of IT, says that unless we react to the telecoms and the
Internet structure within FIG, then we're going to struggle to deliver the same services, let
alone enhance services in the future. Everything is moving towards a cloud based solution,
the software for all sorts of different things that we do. So, we have to understand it, again,
another part of the picture.

But | think we're going to see with the issuing of licenses for Starlink, I've no doubt that we
will see a gradual unpicking and unless we're ahead of that, unless we understand what that's
going to affect, then we're going to see change happening, and we're not going to be able to
control anything around it. My point is, we want to try and ensure that all of the services are
improving. I'm not suggesting that we put the brakes on the licenses for Starlink, not at all,
but | think we need to convene as a group and try and understand the different pieces, but
not with a view to what happens in four years’ time, but with a view to what we do
throughout the rest of next year, | would say for a start.

For example, we're out looking at a new IT systems and expensive procurements, well, if we
just plough ahead now, without an understanding of what the technological landscape is
going to be in the immediate short term, then we risk spending another massive amount of
money on different IT systems that we've done in the past, and pick the wrong solution and
then have something for 10 years, that isn't fit for purpose. | think we need to understand
these things a lot better than we do currently. And that's certainly being conveyed back to me
from some officers as well and | agree. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, listening, as | did indeed at the last Assembly, with great
interest to this very debate about telecoms, | have to say, really, all | was going to say to begin
with was MLA Pollard, in his first address to the House on the subject today, in my view,
nailed it. And also, | have to say that | do agree with MLA Barkman as well, that we've got to
know what this means for our country, not just a segment of our country, not just Stanley,
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we've got to understand what does this mean for the Camp, what's it mean for this, that and
the other, it is not just about the internet.

But | go back to perhaps what | said, | think last time. I'd like to see us, at least even us
ordinary old MLAs be involved in a bit of game playing. If you do this, what is the effect over
here? What's it mean for our country so that we have an understanding? Because certainly,
MLA Pollard has a much better understanding of the telecoms world than | do, | know it is
something that is changing extremely rapidly here in the Falklands and so | think we've got to
look at everything right through from just chucking all the cards up in the air and having an
absolute free for all, those that can afford it has it those that can't then tough, right through
to a solution for a whole country. So, | very much look forward to us getting going on this, but
we have to get going quickly. Thank you.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise a supplementary question or indeed a
comment? No, okay, move on.

Clerk of the Assembly

Motion number 15 of 2023 by the Honourable Roger Spink. This House approves the
recommendations of the Report to the Legislative Assembly — from the Statute Law
Commissioner — Application of United Kingdom Laws (Reporting period 15t August 2023 to 30t
November 2023) submitted under Section 25 of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance
2017.

Mr Speaker
The Honourable Roger Spink, and please remain seated.
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker thank you, a summary of the Statute Law Commissioner report to the Assembly,
of the United Kingdom laws passed and made between the 15t of August and the 30t
November 2023. Under the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017, the Statute Law
Commissioner is required to report regularly to the Assembly on new laws made in the United
Kingdom.

This report covers the period 1t August 2023 to 30" November 2023. Submission of regular
reports enables the Assembly to identify what UK laws have been made during the relevant
period and which apply to the Falkland Islands, and to make decisions about the application
of relevant UK laws made in the period.

This report covers 17 Acts and approximately 400 statutory instruments. All the Acts have
been considered by the Law Commissioner to an extent, some in more detail. Many of the
Statutory Instruments can be dismissed as irrelevant to the Falkland Islands, but many have
also been considered in some detail.
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The contents of the report are summarised as follows:
UK laws directly applied to Fl;

During the reporting period, two UK Acts have been directly extended to the Falkland Islands.
Unlike adopted laws, which will be considered later in this report, the Legislative Assembly
has no powers to amend the application of these laws to the Falkland Islands, but the
Assembly should nonetheless be made aware of the laws which the UK has chosen to extend
to the Falkland Islands.

Firstly, the Veterans Advisory and Pensions Committees Act 2023 applies to the Falkland
Islands because it amends the Armed Forces Act 2006, although the amendments have yet to
come into force. The provisions of the Act are unlikely to have any direct impact on the
Falkland Islands — albeit they should benefit Falkland Islands war veterans and their families,
and other UK Armed Forces veterans with connection to the Islands including those who may
live here.

Secondly, a very minor technical amendment to the law on international sanctions has been
extended to the Falkland Islands, although it has not yet come into force, under the Economic
Crime and Corporate Transparency Act 2023. The amendment will likely have no practical
effect in the Falkland Islands.

10 pieces of UK secondary legislation (Regulations etcetera) have also been made in the
reporting period which extend directly to the Falkland Islands. The majority involve
modernisation of the service discipline regime which applies to the UK Armed Forces in the
Falkland Islands.

Another example of a type of statutory instrument also extended directly to the Falkland
Islands is a British Nationality Order which gives effect to changes to membership of the
Commonwealth.

Falkland Islands adoption of UK law;

Four UK Acts and four secondary instruments have been adopted, at least in part in the law of
the Falkland Islands during the period of this report through operation of the automatic
updating provisions of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017, meaning that when
the relevant law changes in the UK, it automatically changes here.

The Legislative Assembly should consider whether those changes should continue to apply in
the Falkland Islands. The Commissioner recommends that the majority of such laws continue
to be adopted in the Falkland Islands; in particular to ensure that the adoption of UK law is
coherent and consistent.

Most of the laws will have little or no practical effect in the Falkland Islands. For example, the
Northern Ireland Troubles (Legacy and Reconciliation) Act 2023 automatically applies in the
Falkland Island to the extent that it amends the Limitation Act 1980. The amendment
concerns certain civil legal proceedings arising from the Troubles in Northern Ireland. It is
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very difficult to envisage such proceedings being brought in the Falkland Islands courts, so the
amendment will simply be of no practical effect.

However, there are two particular instruments which should be highlighted as having
potential impact.

The first is the Merchant Shipping (Small Workboats and Pilot Boats) Regulations 2023. The
Regulations revoke and replace the Merchant Shipping (Small Workboats and Pilot Boats)
Regulations 1998. The 1998 Regulations make provision about the safety of small work boats
and pilot boats and the health of persons on board them. The method of regulation is by way
of a Code of Practice (the Workboat Code) issued by the Secretary of State. The Maritime
Ordinance 2017 provides for such regulations to be made in the Falkland Islands, but the UK
Regulations, together with the relevant Code, have been adopted for efficiency, rather than
making our own.

The new Regulations largely re-state the existing regulations, but with the aim of making the
existing regulations clearer and more effective, to fill a number of gaps and uncertainties
which have been identified in the current regulatory regime. The Regulations include
additional detail in relation to; the responsibilities of the authorities which certify a vessel’s
compliance with the Code; the application and certification process; the duties on owners and
masters to report incidents; and enforcement processes, where there are deficiencies.

The Regulations also contain new provision in connection with remotely operated unmanned
vessels.

The Explanatory Note to the Regulations highlights that, as a result of consultation,
transitional provisions have been included in the new Regulations and in the Workboat Code,
Edition 3, issued under them. They aim to ensure that existing vessels may maintain
certification by compliance with standards against which they were originally certified; as far
as is possible without compromising health and safety. This is intended to reduce the impact
of the new requirements on existing vessels. The Regulations come into force on 13
December 2023.

The Maritime Authority have advised that they do not have any immediate concerns about
the impact of the changes made under the new Regulations, but the Authority is in
discussions with the UK Maritime Coastguard Agency to ensure that the potential impact is
properly understood. If any concerns are raised as part of this process, or as a result of
discussions with relevant parts of the shipping industry in the Falkland Islands, modifications
of the Regulations in their application to the Falkland Islands could potentially be proposed in
due course.

Accordingly, no recommendation for change is made to the application of these Regulations,
at least for the time being.

Finally, there is an Act adopted during the reporting period which is recommended for
change; that is the Economic Crime and Corporate Transparency Act 2023. The Act is the
second part of a package of legislation seeking to prevent the abuse of UK corporate
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structures, and to tackle economic crime, following the Economic Crime (Transparency and
Enforcement) Act 2022.

The Act makes extensive amendments to the legal framework for limited partnerships; in
particular the Limited Partnerships Act 1907. The 1907 Act has been adopted in the Falkland
Islands under the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017. The effect of this is that the
amendments apply automatically in the Falkland Islands under section 24 of the Law Revision
and Publication Ordinance 2017.

However, whilst some of the amendments might be desirable in principle, many of the
amendments of the 1907 Ordinance are made by reference to the UK’s modern company law
e.g. the Companies Act 2006, and some of the amendments also reference the 2023 Act. This
means that the amendments do not readily work in the context of the Falkland Islands, which
still operates under the 1948 Companies Act, and because the rest of the 2023 Act does not

apply.

It is therefore proposed that the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 is amended to
exclude the automatic application of the amendments to the Limited Partnerships Act 1907
made by the 2023 Act.

The potential for the modernisation of the Limited Partnerships Act 1907 can be explored
when it is considered to be a priority for the allocation of policy development resources. This
might follow the proposed Company Law Revision Project, about which the Assembly will be
updated in the new year.

No other recommendations are made to adopt any new UK legislation which has been made
during the reporting period.

The Assembly is therefore invited to approve the draft Order which will give effect to the
recommendations of this report.

The Attorney General

| second the motion Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker

Thank you. Honourable Members, the motion before the House is that this House approves
the recommendations of the Report to the Legislative Assembly, from the Statute Law
Commissioner, on the Application of United Kingdom Laws. Does any Honourable Member
wish to speak to that motion?

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you Mr Speaker and | thank my Honourable Colleague for that report from the Statute

Law Commissioner. Just a couple of small things which I'll direct to the Attorney General if |
may, | note that the two Worker Protection Acts are not extended to the Falklands and,
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presumably, are very complex and would be large pieces of work. We do have on the
legislative drafting program; | believe we do have a piece of work that links perhaps, to this.
And | just wonder whether these elements of these acts are considered appropriate for
inclusion when that piece of work comes forward, which | think is in the next year, year and a
half.

But also, the sex based Harassment in Public Act, and the Online Safety Act is here also not
extended to the Falklands. And it's noted that they will be considered as part of an on-going
programme. Is it anticipated that elements of these might be brought forward for inclusion in
Falklands law? | would just be very interested to hear what aspects perhaps are deemed to be
appropriate, albeit at this very early stage? Thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Attorney General

| think there are a couple of different issues there. So, in terms of employment protections,
obviously, we have our own Employment Protection Ordinance. There are proposals that are
coming forward to update some of the figures that are in that ordinance, which | think are
going to come forward fairly shortly. There is then a separate proposal within the Islands Plan
Delivery Plan for looking more broadly at employment protections.

| can't remember exactly when that piece of work was scheduled, but it is some time, | think,
and sits behind some of their priorities. So, | think it's when that work is done, then yes, we
will certainly have a look at what for example, the current protections are in the UK, as our
current Employment Protection Ordinance is very largely based on what was UK law back
when it was considered. So, | think on that side, that work will be done at that time.

In terms of the other legislation that the Honourable Member referred to, | think the most
appropriate place to consider some of those things is as part of effectively our Crimes and
Criminal Procedure review. We will look at those particular enactments as part of that on-
going work and therefore then any recommendations for changes to the law in the Falkland
Islands will come through that particular piece of work. There are some things that | think
we've already been able to give some consideration to some of these new provisions. That's
not yet been the case. And it will probably be in the next revision, so some time maybe at the
end of next year when that would be more likely to be considered.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, more of a comment than a question if | may; and that’s to
the Honourable Roger Spink, would he agree with me that this report, substantial as it is, 40
pages, illustrates the complexity of modern life and that very often people who are not from
here, will look at the population size and think two things, or many things; one, life must be
simple here and also that life is uncomplicated legally.

And would he agree with me that if we had a population of a million people, the amount of
legislation would not be any different, that the work required takes the same length of time
whether you have a large population or a small population?
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The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, I'd like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his comments. Yes, | think one of
the fortunate things about the Falklands is we have relatively less laws than perhaps the
United Kingdom does. But at times, that does mean that there are gaps in our laws as well.
But yes, it takes a lot of time and a lot of effort for the Attorney General's Chambers to keep
up with the direction the modern world is moving in. Thank you.

Mr Speaker

Does other Honourable Member wish to raise a comment or question? Is there any objection
to passing that motion? There is no objection. It is therefore resolved by the Legislative
Assembly this 14t December 2023 that:

a. The recommendations of the Statute Law Commissioner made to the Legislative
Assembly under section 25(5) of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 are
approved; and

b. The Assembly recommends that the Governor makes an order in the form, or in
substantially similar form, to the order annexed to the Statute Law Commissioner’s
Report:

And the Statute Law Database should be amended accordingly. That motion is passed.
Clerk of the Assembly

Portfolio report, the Honourable Jack Ford.

The Honourable Jack Ford

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this is my first portfolio update since taking on the
Emergency Services and Island Security portfolio. I'd like to thank all those in the portfolio for
their warm welcome.

Firstly, the Falkland Islands Maritime Authority. In March, the UK Maritime and Coastguard
Agency conducted a three code audit on behalf of the International Maritime Organization.
There were eight audit findings, which is below the international average. Corrective action
plans to address these findings have been agreed with the MCA and are in progress. Links
with other agencies have been further developed to support search and rescue activities in
the Falklands. Fishing vessel and port state inspections have continued as well as continuing
to monitor visiting reefer and tanker vessels compliance with the Maritime Labour
Convention.

Draft Maritime Safety Management System and safety plan for the Falkland Islands has been
developed and formal approval will be sought in the New Year. Activity under FIMAs coastal
state responsibilities have focused on progressing the installation of the GMDSS Al VHF radio
system, refitting and replacing AC navigation around the islands and installing new life buoy
stations. Since the last report, a number of international conventions have also been
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extended to the Falklands and the Maritime Authority continue to progress the
implementation of these pieces of maritime legislation.

The Royal Falkland Island Police: the Chief of Police officer position remains vacant however,
the recruitment process is on-going and we hope to have a positive outcome soon. The
Inspector continues to provide cover for this role, and | would like to thank him for his
continued commitment to the force. Overall staff levels continue to remain low however,
efforts to resolve this continue through the rolling recruitment process and utilization of
secondees to try and ensure a balance between new and experienced officers.

Positive steps have been made; a detective sergeant and an experienced detective have both
been recruited, as well as four new constables, two of which are Falkland Islanders. Despite
the low numbers in the force, they've still been able through the goodwill of their staff to
deliver on their statutory commitments for at least the civilian LATAM flight, provide training
and community engagement.

I'd like to thank the staff of the Royal Falkland Island Police and the police reservists for their
continued work and dedication during this time of low staff numbers.

There is continued active engagement with schools and youth groups. The force recently
hosted four students on work experience. | hope this will inspire potential future recruits. The
Directorate will also be establishing an Emergency Services Cadet scheme in the New Year to
further increase engagement in this area.

The Royal Falkland Island Police have been approached by a number of Overseas Territories
for help with policy training and investigation work. This is recognition of the good practice in
place at the RFIP. The RFIP was subjected to an FCDO inspection earlier this year. 18
recommendations were made and two risk areas identified covering the custody provision
and supervision of prisoners in the prison. Measures have been taken to mitigate both of
these risks and an action plan is in place to address the recommendations.

The Emergency Planning and Resilience section, since the last report there has been a
continuation of preparatory work to further enhance resilience in the Falkland Islands. The
activities included; facilitating emergency response training, addressing outstanding search
and rescue audit actions, launching a resilience partnership, which will look to work to
identify priority work areas from risk assessment activity, as well as identify areas for
development raised during exercises or actual incidents, and also coordinating the review of
the aviation security risk register.

His Majesty's Prison Service; the current prison population is eight and the reoffending rates
remains low compared to international averages. All recommendations from the 2022 UK
Ministry of Justice prison inspection have been completed or near completion. This includes
the only “red” recommendation covering the need for 24 hour operations by trained prison
officers.

In recent months, the service has recorded historically high prisoner education, purposeful
activity and community recreation hours. Officer morale is high and the service provides
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continued learning and development. There has been interest from other Overseas Territories
in the training packages offered by His Majesty's Prison in the Falkland Islands. The Head of
Service attended the Overseas Territories prison conference in September, and there are
negotiations taking place with the UK Government and Ministry of Justice to hold the 2024
Overseas Territories prison conference in the Falklands in September 2024. The probation
service is leading the way within Territories, and with our colleagues has created a probation
service network that will look at areas such as professional support training, policies and best
practice sharing.

The Falkland Island Defence Force; I'd like to welcome Daniel Biggs, who has taken over the
role of Commanding Officer after the departure of Justin McPhee. I'd like to thank Justin for
his time in command, which most notably included leading members of the force in
participating in the King's Coronation parade, a proud moment for those individuals and for
the Falklands as a whole. Dan took command shortly before | myself came into office, and I've
enjoyed working with him as part of the FIDF important ceremonial duties and look forward
to future work to continue the development of the force.

The Force has recently welcomed a transfer from the Royal Yeomanry Army Reserve
Regiment, as well as the appointment of a Force Padre and three new recruits as a result of
the recruitment course. The force has also engaged in joint training exercises with the MPC
and RIC forces.

Unfortunately, there was a setback regarding the use of the ceremonial saluting guns, a
decision was made to temporarily halt their use until they undergo inspections and a
maintenance and inspection regime is established to ensure their future safety, resolving this
issue is of significant importance to the Force and myself.

Looking ahead, the Force prioritize building strong relationships with other Overseas
Territories Regiments and enhancing the search and rescue capabilities.

The Fire and Rescue Service; the department remains fully staffed and continues to be busy
with local and overseas training. Fire Service has completed its recruitment with seven new
recruits currently undergoing general and specific recruitment training. The purchase of a new
Scania appliance is well underway, with a formal order being placed in September 22.
However, Brexit, COVID, customs and manufacturing delays have extended the delivery of
this appliance, which will hopefully be ready in late 2024. But our major works on the way to
the fire station roof. The projects on-going are the replacement of the dilapidated portacabins
and the mobile vehicle lifts.

From March to December 2023 the Fire Service responded to 136 individual incidents or
requests for assistance. The Fire Service would like to thank the search and rescue helicopter
and the RAF fire service for their assistance, as without them, particularly the search and
rescue helicopter some outcomes may have been substantially different.

Customs and Immigration: the Customs and Immigration Service is once again in the middle of
its busiest period of the year from an administrative and operational perspective. The service
is at full strength and staff have now been taking part in relevant training opportunities.
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Revenue collection is an important responsibility of the Customs service and makes a
significant contribution to the public purse. I'd like to thank our Customs officers for all of
their efforts in this area.

Our appreciation is also extended to the JSPSU drug search dog team, who during this period
since the last report have regularly provided their services at our borders.

More specifically on Immigration, on the first of May 2023, the Falkland Islands Status
Amendments 2022 were commenced. This meant that in order to be eligible to apply for
Falkland Island status, an applicant must be a British citizen, or a British Overseas Territory
citizen, hold a permanent residence permit and have been ordinarily resident in the Falkland
Islands for at least seven years.

The process by which UK passport applications are sent northbound to the UK was changed in
September 23 and has led to an overall improvement in the process. Applications are now
sent to the UK by registered air mail. And we now have full control over the UK passport
application process with an improvement in processing times and security over applications.

The Customs and Immigration new IT system is now being used by the service to manage the
Falklands immigration regime. The system continues to be developed and in the next stage
will involve the rollout of an online portal for employers to use when looking to recruit permit
holders.

In October 2023, the Customs and Immigration Service saw the successful prosecution of an
individual working without a permit. This highlighted the need for permit holders to ensure
they have the correct permissions before working and showed the Customs and Immigration
Service are proactive in monitoring and controlling the system. This concludes my portfolio
reports of the Emergency Services and Island Security Directorate.

Mr Speaker

Thank you. Does any Honourable Member wish to raise a question or comment on that
portfolio report?

The Honourable Gavin Short

| thank the Honourable Jack Ford for his very, very interesting scamper around his directorate
and | certainly take my hat off to everybody it works across all those various parts of the
directorate.

He mentioned a cadet scheme. I'm sorry, maybe | just didn't quite fully understand what that
was, is that across the whole of that directorate? So, in other words, a cadet would spend so
much time on police, fire, etcetera, etcetera, or is specific just to one section?
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The Honourable Jack Ford

| thank my Honourable Colleague for his question, | believe the scheme will include the police
force, the fire service and the FIDF. | don't have any additional details on the scheme so far so
| will endeavour to find out more and get back to him in due course.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Thank you, Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Jack Ford for his reply and | look forward to
seeing how it unfolds.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise comment or question? | thank the
Honourable Jack Ford for his portfolio report.

Clerk of the Assembly
Orders of the day: Bills.

Supplementary Appropriation (2023-2024) (No 2) Bill 2023, this Bill has not been gazetted and
we go to the first reading.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, | beg to move the first reading of the Bill.
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the motion.

Mr Speaker

The motion is that the Bill be read a first time — any objection to the motion? There is no
objection. The Bill will be read a first time.

Clerk of the Assembly

Supplementary Appropriation (2023-2024) (No 2) Bill 2023.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Thank you, Mr Speaker. This Bill provides the Supplementary Expenditure in 2023/24 of 1
million pounds. These funds relate to an additional subvention for the Falkland Islands Meat
Company within the Islands Plan investment budget. The request for additional funds was

considered and approved by Executive Council and Standing Finance Committee earlier this
week. Mr Speaker, | beg to move that the Bill be read a second time.
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Mr Speaker

Thank you, and seconder please?
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the motion.
Mr Speaker

Honourable Members the motion is the Bill be read a second time, does any Honourable
Member wish to speak to that motion?

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

| would just like to take the opportunity to thank my Honourable Colleagues for their support
to FIMCo.

The Honourable Jack Ford

I’d also like to give my support to the motion, on the support Falkland Islands Government is
placing in the Falkland Islands Meat Company. | have through ExCo and Standing Finance
Committee expressed my concerns about the significant amount of money being given to the
Meat Company and | very much hope that their plans to improve the governance of the
corporation are progressed rapidly to ensure that this situation doesn't happen again.

Although, of course, it's a very essential service, particularly for members of the Camp
community so, of course, | will support this going forward, however, | very much hope that
that we don't see another application for funds of this magnitude again.

Mr Speaker
Does any other Honourable Member wish to comment on the motion?
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Just to reply to my Honourable Colleagues point, because they are well made. But | think
there is also well, while the board is very, very clear that it's taken on its duties and
responsibilities seriously, and is taken back the feedback and particularly with the help of the
External advisor that they've employed to get us to this improved position, there have been a
number of different market conditions which have also led to this which will be difficult to
predict or promise won't happen in the future as well.

But certainly, from an organizational structure point of view and from a board structure,
governance point of view, there are a number of improvements that will be rolled out
certainly within the next quarter and then on-going that will hopefully improve the position of
the Falkland Islands Meat Company into the future.
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While it is journey, and | can't ever promise that there wouldn't be a need for a magnitude of
public money support into the Meat Company again, | can certainly say that every effort will
go into making sure that the reporting remains timely. So that surprises aren't certainly
something that the Assembly should be expecting at any point in time. And that the ordinary
way of things, which is a budget setting that's well thought through for planning into the next
year becomes the more regular way in which financial supports FIMCo can be delivered.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | would point out that the funding is conditional on the
improvement in the governance structures, and we look forward to receiving regular reports
and updates that will be on time hopefully to Standing Finance Committee.

Mr Speaker

Is there any objection to taking this Bill by the short procedure? There's no objection. Does
any Honourable Member wish to propose any amendments to the wording of the Bill? There
are no amendments. | declare the Bill will be read for a third time and do pass.

Clerk of the Assembly

Supplementary Appropriation (2023-2024) (No 2) Bill 2023.
Motion for Adjournment.

The Honourable Chief Executive

Mr Speaker, | beg to move this House stands adjourned sine die.
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising support the motion the first thing I'd like to say is,
thank you very much to Tracy Prior, our Financial Secretary, she has guided us through
budgets, and she has been a tower of strength, | think, and our financial standing is proof of
her abilities, in sound financial judgments, steering us in the right direction, and very gently
moving us away from making bad decisions, hopefully, in the direction of making good
decisions and | wish her well for the future. Tracey is not leaving the Islands so we're very
pleased that she and her family are staying on in the Islands as well, in the future.

The next item is people will have seen certain amount of fury over license fees decisions that
we made and I'd like to just highlight the facts and the facts are going to be made available, |
think, to everybody in the Executive Council paper. And | think people need to have a look at
what the dividends and the profits of these companies are and the returns that they're
making and whether or not we've made a reasonable judgment on behalf of the Government.
But | think we can be judged by the people of the Falklands, looking after their interests.
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And the final issue, we're coming up for Christmas, | think it's a time to remember the
important things in life, your family and friends. So, | wish everybody a very, very happy
Christmas.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you Mr Speaker, I'm still here, in all honestly, | couldn't let it go without noting it and
also to thank Mr Speaker for his support because he did actually attend all of the court
sittings and it was it was actually great to see so many people there in the stands offering
their support during what was a very, very difficult week, culminating from a very difficult
year and a half.

The worst thing you can do to any Falkland Islander, I'd say is threaten them with a loss of
their self-determination and I'd particularly like to acknowledge, yes, me and my sister's
biological father is a Kiwi, if that hasn't been publicly known enough by now already.
Recognizing that makes us dual citizens doesn't mean that we're traitors. So, it is incredibly
reassuring to have that reaffirmed by the Supreme Court case ruling.

But | would like to take a moment to thank my family, it's been an odd curveball that's been
thrown at them too and it did affect them. But their support, like that of this community has
been absolutely incredible. The experience has really shown me how strong this community is
because the outpouring of support and congratulations has been vast and incredibly
humbling. It's been really the hardest of times, but it's now become the most lifting. And as
silly as this case was, and I've had so many describe it to me as that, it reaffirmed just what
we all know, which is the right of self-determination is worth fighting for. And that the
strength behind that is pure and it's palpable in this country for very good reason.

Now, as much as | love my job, it was the loss of the right to vote in my country that really
shook me. | love my country and it was really quite very terrifying, that it felt like it was being
taken away from me with my right to vote in its future, being something that was removed
for me. But as Falkland Islander through and through, | knew that registering for a passport
that I'm eligible for didn't change that. Unfortunately, the court proceedings carried on noting
that it didn't matter what | thought it meant. It only mattered what the words said.

But fortunately, I'd say those who raised this with the Attorney General in the first place, who
wanted to see the divide between Falkland Islanders, into the good ones and the bad ones
that didn't succeed. And I'd just like to point out that | don't believe that there was any good
intention based on a question being asked in court rather than in a Constitutional Review and
that was also rather cowardly to hide behind the Attorney General to bring forward this
matter to me.

Falkland Islanders, who also happened to be dual nationals that love this country, care about
this community, and they want to protect our future, and they're also large in number and
they were also worried by what was happening to me, because they could see how that
would then put them in a difficult position. And that fear needs talking about too, because it
isn't good to scare a community of voters who expect to be represented and not threatened.
We seek to improve the condition of all mankind.
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It was also very likely not a dual citizen, but a self-interested person who tried to make me
and them look like a threat and try to remove our self-determination and what | really hope
that this shows is that the real enemies of Falkland Islanders are those that are self-
interested. And I'm, of course, relieved, but left wondering a little bit how it came to this; |
mean, it's been a year and a half of self-interested scared men who nearly cut our electorate
down and rather embarrassingly with potentially horrific consequence, if our unfriendly
neighbours had really clicked on to what was happening.

But there is maybe a genuine conversation to be held there, but let's not have it done in a
courtroom, let's have it done in place of a Constitutional Review, which is if we're worried
about certain countries and certain circumstances, then that can be discussed. And that is a
sensible conversation to have in public, rather than in a courtroom where it doesn't matter
what we think it means, but it only matters what the words say.

So just put it into a bit of perspective, though, we were contacted last week by a group who
were condemning the Hamas attack, but also imploring that we support a ceasefire in Gaza,
not least to save the children, civilians who should not be seen as expendable, and | would
like to lend my support to that, I'm not sure where the Assembly is on in response to that
particular petition, but | would certainly like to add my support for a ceasefire in Gaza to save
the children.

So then, ending on a good note, maybe that's the part three that I've now got to; Happy
Christmas, everybody. But I'd like to thank Tracy as well, acknowledging this is your last
Assembly. You've given us excellent guidance and support to this country and I'm so pleased
that you and your family have decided to stay as well. So Merry Christmas to everybody and
please, please enjoy peace on earth.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker Honourable Members, in rising to speak to the Motion for Adjournment may |
start by joining my Honourable Colleagues in wishing our Financial Secretary Tracy, all the
very best for the future as | believe this is her last attendance at a sitting of the Assembly, for
a while anyway. Although | am not terribly good at sums and spreadsheets and things of that
nature, | have to thank her for the knack that she has shown in making the hideously
complicated quite comprehensible through her explanations both verbal and written, which
were definitely pitched at a level that those of us who are not accountants could easily
understand, so | do thank you for that.

Since the last sitting of the House, President Javier Milei has been sworn into office in
Argentina. Interestingly he is the first Argentine president for many a year not to mention the
Falklands in his inaugural address after being sworn in and whilst the members of the
outgoing government might have seen this as bordering on treason, | shall take it as a
positive.
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He is going to have his hands full as the country that he has started leading is in an appalling
state, indeed Milei himself is quoted as saying “No government has received a worse
inheritance than what we are receiving.”

He has brought in quite a few from the old Macri Government, which followed a pragmatic
approach towards the Falklands, and | am still hopeful that we may be able to return to a time
whereby the incessant chanting from the coast accompanied by repeated attempts to find
ways to bring the Falklands to its knees by going after our economy; all complete failures by
the way, will be a thing of the past for the next four years and we may be able to reach a
stage where the Fuerie-Duncan agreement, so spectacularly torn up by Caffiero in the last
Government, can be sellotaped up.

| have to say that since the election, the volume of “stuff” issuing from over on the coast has
dropped quite dramatically, to a point where my morning checks on various outlets etcetera
is becoming quite quick and boring, and long may it continue.

Whilst | would welcome a return to the more peaceful situation, | say this to the people of the
Falklands and also those from the diplomatic corps, | have not gone soft, my red lines still
remain and | am not giving early presents to the new Argentine government to try to appease
and sweeten them, otherwise they will end up with everything they want and we will be
exactly where we are now, no second flight, no scientific exchange of data and our economy
to all intents and purposes being somewhat restricted.

| think a Churchill quote is in order before | move on; “Trying to maintain good relations with
a Communist is like wooing a crocodile. You do not know whether to tickle it under the chin
or to beat it over the head. When it opens its mouth, you cannot tell whether it is trying to
smile or preparing to eat you up!”

| do not intend for our country to be eaten up or lured or coerced into a position that could be
detrimental both to us now and for future generations.

Although PWD is not my bag anymore | thought it worth reporting on one item from a recent
meeting held with the Director of Public Works and that is potholes. Stanley’s roads seem to
be infested with the things at the moment and whilst we see the black top gang doing sterling
works on the re-surfacing bits of Stanley’s roads, the pothole campaign will, apparently, come
later in 2024.

2024 itself promises to be a year when the bank balance gets a bit of a fright as we are
probably going to be in a position where we can, all things being equal, hit the “go” button on
big and very expensive projects such as the port, the next phase of the wind power, and
hopefully a battery solution as well, not to mention the new main power station itself.

Finally, Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, may | take this opportunity to wish everyone here
in the Falklands a very Merry Christmas and all the best for the New Year, especially everyone
“up the road” who by their very presence and who are spending their Christmases away from
their loved ones, ensures that we can celebrate Christmas in peace and under the
Government of our choosing.

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 14 December 2023
39



The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you Mr Speaker, in rising to support motion, | have a bunch of little random things
which I'd like to quickly rattle through if | may, | would start by saying how pleased | am for
my Honourable Colleague Teslyn Barkman, that the decision has gone her way and that this
long running ordeal is over, I'm very happy for her and for all those dual nationals who
hopefully now also have some clarity and certainty about their status in the Falklands.

| also have some thanks, I'd like to thank everyone in my portfolio, who have had a pretty
difficult year in a lot of ways, but have worked extremely hard to do their best for our
children, right through from nursery to college and university and even our CDS members.
They've had some interesting and different challenges this year and | hope that they do
manage to get some downtime over the holidays because although it seems that they're off
for a long time, | know that actually there is an awful lot of work that's going on across the
Education department even when the children are not in school.

I'd also like to thank and say goodbye to Dr Rachel Cooper who is leaving as Head of
Environment. It's no longer my portfolio but she joined when it was and | have seen how hard
she has worked over the last few years to build up that department and to bring forward
some really critical pieces of work which are not always very visible publicly and | really am
grateful for all her efforts and for the team that's there now, who | know will take this
important work forward. So | just wish Rachel and Ander all the best as they leave the
Falklands. | was going to say tomorrow, but | think there are air bridge issues; so on the next
air bridge out.

I, too, would like to extend my thanks to our outgoing Financial Secretary Tracy Prior, who's
going to be utterly sick of all this by the end of today I’'m sure, but, Tracy, thank you, I've
found you to be an extremely hardworking Financial Secretary; | think that's probably true of
them all, but | must say for you, your willingness to share information and to discuss, to
accept challenge and to give challenge, all without any condescension has been very, very
welcome. And it has been an absolute pleasure working with you and | know that I've asked
some silly questions over the time but | do like to try and understand what I'm looking at and |
find your approach brilliant, and immensely grateful for it. Sorry that you're leaving this post,
but understand the reasons why, | wish you all the best in the future. And as my Honourable
Colleagues noted at least you're not leaving the islands, so you're not abandoning us, which is
a good thing.

| think my final thanks would be to all our emergency services and our essential services,
many of whom will be working all over Christmas, and, of course, to everyone, BFSAI
members, whether they're armed forces or support personnel, who are so critical for the
Falklands, and many of them are a long way from home at the time when we all most want to
be home. So, | hope that everybody has a safe and peaceful Christmas and are able to enjoy
all our traditional events and enjoyments over the festive season, but | would thank everyone
who will be still hard at it when some of us are just eating Christmas cake and drinking sherry
perhaps, actually sherry no, but something nice.
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And | would finish by saying | think 2023 has been another fairly difficult year, to be honest,
there's been a lot going on and it's disappeared very, very quickly and there are a lot of things
| think many of us would have liked to have seen progressed further than they are. But | know
it's not because of lack of effort. | think our officers right across government work extremely
hard with changing priorities of different needs and demands coming from the eight of us and
from the community.

The next year promises to be another pretty challenging one, | think, but | hope that we can
all pull together and get through it and make the right decisions around some areas which are
going to be difficult and potentially going to be new for us.

So finally, to all of our community, | would wish everybody a very happy Christmas. But
recognizing too, that Christmas is not always a happy time for everybody and there are
people in our community who have lost loved ones, who have suffered from what has been a
difficult year and so | hope that we do what the Falklands is renowned for to be perfectly
honest and look after each other, have a lovely time, welcome strangers and look after our
friends. Merry Christmas, and | support motion. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, it is nearly the end of the year as we know. And it's time
for reflection; flippancy I've been told is my biggest downfall; | get told that outside the House
and also within, it is one of my many failings. So, if during this year, my flippancy is caused any
upset, then | apologize. There's nothing wrong with making an apology; currently, I'm waiting
on one myself.

This week saw the finding of the constitutional case. It was and is now over to the relief of not
least the Honourable Teslyn Barkman and her family.

We approach a new year, a new dawn. Assemblies are made up of eight individuals, all with
their differences, but our constituents and in the words of another famous person, Admiral
Nelson, expect “everyone to do their duty”. This Assembly will, I'm certain, we're doing just
that in the next two years left. As Mr George Harrison also said “all things do pass”.

I'd also like to take the opportunity to thank the outgoing Financial Secretary, for her
contribution both as Financial Secretary, but also in your previous role in keeping the financial
ship sailing in a straight line and in a calm manner. I'd also like to take this opportunity to
thank all the FIG employees at all levels. And those who keep our services running especially;
Season's Greetings, and thank you for your service this past year.

I'd also like to take this opportunity to wish all members of the Falkland Islands community
and that very much includes those serving at Mount Pleasant Complex, along with others who
have already said that a happy and safe Christmas and New Year.

Mr Speaker, these islands are, for all our problems, a wonderful place to live in a time when
parts of the world seem to be on fire. | also would love to see peace restored in the Middle
East, so I'd like to align myself with the comments from earlier on.
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But to finish Mr Speaker, | would also like it publicly known that I'm very much a fan of the
mysterious Peat Banksy’s work, thank you.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker, in rising to support the motion, | just like to say well done for fighting
and congratulations, Honourable Colleague Teslyn Barkman and | would say welcome back,
but you haven't actually gone anywhere so excellent.

| think in terms of would | like to see a ceasefire in Gaza, of course | would, it's far too many
people are dying and have died.

Talking about democratic rights, it's time for my monthly update on the gagging of press. Still,
I've heard nothing from Government House, Penguin News, Media Trust or Unity Marine on
exactly what is in place, absolute radio silence from all of them. So just to let you know that
I'm absolutely sure that something exists, but I've no idea what it is. But you wouldn't see it
being reported on because there are no reports of anything happening in that sphere.

| would also like to align myself with Honourable Colleagues in thanking Tracy Prior for her
service as the Honourable Financial Secretary. | think her sage financial advice and also, we've
seen a step change | believe in opening up the budget process for the public to see what is
happening and | think that happened under your watch. So, thank you very much for that.

I'd also like to thank everyone in my portfolio for all their efforts over the last year. It's not
been easy, there's a huge range of services being offered and a lot of work taking place.

Lastly, Mr Speaker, I'd just like to say a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone
within our community. I'm reluctant to name individual groups because | will inevitably forget
some, but just everyone within our community have Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Jack Ford

Mr Speaker, in rising to support the motion I, too, would like to thank the Honourable
Financial Secretary. She has been a huge asset to the Falkland Island Governments and will be
very much missed. It has been a pleasure to work with her during my very short time in office
so far, her advice and guidance has been incredibly valuable. It's also been a pleasure to work
with her as part of the Treasury team before | moved to Gilbert House. She provided a
refreshing change in the management after several turbulent years in the Treasury.

I'll end by wishing all in the Falklands a very happy Christmas and as the portfolio holder for
Emergency Services, I'd like to encourage the public to stay safe and responsible over the
festive period. Thank you.
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The Honourable Financial Secretary

Thank you, Mr Speaker. | don't normally rise to speak to this motion, but | just wanted to take
the opportunity to thank you all for your kind words. And thank you for your support equally
in sort of serving on this Assembly and it's been an honour. | am a public servant, but it has
genuinely been an honour to work for this government and to serve you all and this
government in this role and it's very humbling to hear the very kind words that you've all said.

But | would also just like to express my thanks to the whole of the Treasury team, | don't
stand here alone in what I've been able to offer, they have absolutely all been a key part of
contributing to the advice and guidance that I've been able to provide so I'd also like to
extend my thanks to them. Thank you.

The Commander British Forces

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, thank you all very much for your Christmas wishes. As you
say, many of the people up at MPC will be on duty over the festive season, but I'm very
anxious that as many as possible have the opportunity to participate in some of the many
community events and enjoy some time down here in Stanley and elsewhere in the islands.

| am acutely aware that an issue close to many of our hearts is the Air Bridge, and the
potential and actual disruption by the weather over the next few days. And | just like to
reassure all Honourable Members and all that | am straining every sinew, as is my team, to
get all of the flights in, albeit some may be delayed and failing that to get everybody where
they wish to be over the festive season. That is our very great wish. And then finally, just to
wish you all a very happy Christmas and a good new year.

The Honourable Chief Executive

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Just a couple of thank you’s, if | may; firstly, | would like to thank the
whole of the FIG family and all of our staff for their work over the last 12 months. A comment
was made earlier about how it is as difficult and as complex working in the Falkland Islands
Government, as it would be working for a population of a lot bigger size. And | think that's
true. | think our staff does a remarkable job so thank you very much.

And then similarly, thank you to the staff that will be working over the Christmas period, or be
on call. Thank you very much, and Happy Christmas.

Mr Speaker
Honourable Members, that just leaves for me to first of all, wish the Honourable Financial

Secretary my best wishes for her future, and to wish you all a very happy Christmas and a
peaceful New Year. The House stands adjourned accordingly.
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