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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly 

Friday 16
th

 September 2022 

 

 

Prayers 

 

Mr Speaker 
 

Honourable Members, Ladies and Gentlemen, to mark the deep affection that is felt for Her 

Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, to reflect upon her years of selfless service to Great Britain 

and the Commonwealth, and to show our gratitude for the support and encouragement she has 

given to these Islands I ask that you please remain standing to observe a period of silent tribute.  

 

Prayers 
 

Mr Speaker 
 

Please be seated.  

 

Clerk of the Assembly 
 

Motion Number 17 of 2022 by the Honourable John Birmingham.  

 

Motion of Condolence for Her Majesty The Queen. That this Legislative Assembly expresses 

its deepest regret and grief at the death of Her Majesty the Queen, conveys its’ sincere 

condolences to His Majesty The King and other members of the Royal Family in their 

bereavement, affirms the great affection and esteem in which Her Majesty was held and 

expresses gratitude for her life of exceptional public service. 

 

The Honourable John Birmingham 
 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I’d like to propose the motion. 

 

Mr Speaker 
 

Thank you, the Honourable Peter Biggs. 

 

The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 

Mr Speaker I second the motion. 

 

Mr Speaker 
 

Thank you. Honourable Members, to you now for your contribution; the Honourable Teslyn 

Barkman 

 

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 

Thank you Mr Speaker. In rising to support this motion, and I do think it is incredibly well 

worded, I would just like to say, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II was truly an exceptional and 
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admirable person. I had the great privilege of meeting Her Majesty twice in my life. To many 

she was a role model for patience, constancy, values and progression, choosing to lift others 

and build relationships that supported a Commonwealth, maintaining attention to detail, duty 

and support of the British family along the way. 

 

There is such valuable diversity in the family of the United Kingdom, and amongst the 

devolved governments, crown dependencies and overseas territories the respect for our Queen 

runs deep and on the coasts of the Falkland Islands, it shall not be easily eroded. 

 

We were the Her Majesty’s most southerly subjects, and it makes me truly proud to know they 

held a special place in Her Majesty’s heart. This year we were awarded the Platinum City 

Status at Her Majesty’s gift, we also remember that throughout our darkest days 40 years ago 

Her Majesty spoke out for our freedom at a state banquet with the 1982 US President in 

attendance, and Her Majesty would usually maintain silence on matters of state, but when 

faced with aggression, when faced with a bully, you must speak out and she spoke out, quite 

rightly for freedom.  

 

Her Majesty shared her pride and support for the Armed Forces fighting for Britain and said: 

“These past few weeks have been testing ones for this country. Once again, we have had to 

stand up for the cause of freedom.” 

 

And it’s that strength and grace I think we shall remember.  

 

And Mr Speaker, I’d also like to read a statement from the Honourable Roger Spink who is 

overseas and had intended to dial in today to deliver this message personally, but technological 

circumstances have prevented that, but he’s actually due to attend the State Funeral of Her 

Majesty, representing these Islands at that occasion. 

 

So Roger my Honourable Colleague would like to say; 

 

Her Majesty the Queen was a constant example of strength, duty and continuity for people in 

the Falklands and around the world. Her Royal Highness shared many of the highs and lows of 

the Falklands over the years, and it is thanks to the efforts of Her Majesty’s’ Armed Forces in 

which her children and grandchildren have served that we enjoy the freedoms we have today. 

She was a source of inspiration and hope during our darkest hours. 

 

Her Majesty lived through the Falklands conflict as a sovereign, but also as the mother of one 

of the brave men and women taking part in liberating us, our debt to them all is clear. 

 

Her Majesty’s passion for horse racing is shared by many in the Islands and through her 

racecourse trainer she enabled a stallion to be brought to the Falklands that was related to 

Nijinksy.  

 

Granting Stanley the Honour of the City Status in her Platinum Jubilee Year is a long lasting 

legacy of Her Majesty’s reign. 

 

The extraordinary life of public service that Her Majesty the Queen lived is an example to us 

all.  
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And my Honourable Colleague ends by offering his heartfelt condolences to His Majesty the 

King and other members of the Royal Family, we hold you all in our thoughts and prayers at 

this time. 

 

Thank you Mr Speaker. 

 

The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 

Mr Speaker, in rising to support this historic motion I reflect that everyone who listens to this 

meeting, or lives in the Falkland Islands or United Kingdom, or any part of the British 

Overseas Territories, or indeed anywhere within the Commonwealth, will have benefited from 

the influence of this remarkable person, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, who has throughout her 

long reign as Queen never faltered in her efforts to foster peace and tranquillity, equality and 

optimism for a better future throughout the British realms and the world. 

 

Our Sovereign will long live on as an example of how to conduct non-political influence and 

power. Thank you. 

 

The Honourable Gavin Short 
 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members in rising to speak to the motion at this very sad sitting of the 

Legislative Assembly, I was pondering what to write as I suspect that we will be saying very 

much the same thing, and I have based this very much on what I wrote 24 hours after the 

passing of Her Majesty the Queen as I sat down and tried to make sense of what I was feeling 

at that time and put those feelings into words. As I went through what I had written and made 

changes this morning, it almost seemed to be poetically fitting that as I glanced up from my 

desk at Gilbert House it was to see the morning light stealing across the Falklands revealing a 

grey morning, but with a break in the clouds to the West revealing blue skies over Mount Kent 

and the Two Sisters and the windows spattered by raindrops summing up my mood of 

melancholy perfectly. 

 

I wondered where to start and I suppose saying that I never met the Queen might be a good 

place. Whilst I have never met her in person, I feel as though I had, as she was a constant 

presence as I went through school, joined the workforce and meandered merrily through my 60 

years.  I knew no other Monarch.  

 

Those of you who have lost a family member will, I am sure, be able to relate to the following: 

just like our parents or grandparents you know in the back of your mind that they can’t be with 

you forever, but in reality that is just what you do think – that they will always be there, until 

the day that they are no longer with you and suddenly you have that horrible void in your life.  

 

Her passing has left me feeling somewhat bereft, that rock steady presence, whom I served 

with the Falkland Islands Defence Force, as a Civil Servant, as a Councillor and now an MLA 

is suddenly not there anymore. Even writing this in the past tense seems extremely strange and 

I have found myself inadvertently using the present tense on a number of occasions. I suspect 

this is going to take some time before I can get to grips with it. 

 

The esteem and affection in which she was held can easily be seen by the outpouring of 

sadness and the messages that have cascaded in from all parts  of the world and also by the 
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long queues of people who are patiently and with good humour waiting for hours to be able to 

file past her coffin. 

 

Her Majesty’s sense of duty to her country and people was legendary and I wonder whether it 

was her experience serving during the Second World War that shaped her? Whatever it was, I 

guess I will never know, but what I do know is that to Her Majesty it wasn’t a “job” that you 

did 9 to 5, five days a week. To her it was a calling that she dedicated her life to, 24 hours a 

day, 365 days a year. 

 

Although this is a moment of great sadness, I am also very much aware that we are all living 

through and witnessing the making of history. 

 

We have formally extended our sympathies as a country, but as a representative of the People 

and Government of the Falklands I would wish to extend my heartfelt sympathies to Her 

Majesty’s family. Not only have they lost a mother, grandmother and of course, great 

grandmother, unlike us, they cannot grieve her passing in private as the world’s press are 

following and commenting on their every move and at a time like this, whilst the majority of 

that commentary is sympathetic, it cannot be easy for the family. 

 

Finally, as I said earlier, I grew up and have passed through the years with Her Majesty always 

being Head of State - and another “character” whom I grew up with was Paddington Bear and 

it is kind of fitting that for Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee that these two larger than life 

personalities came together.  

 

Nowadays, Paddington is quite a modern little bear and he uses Twitter and I think the words 

of his Tweet after the death of our Queen had been announced sums up my thoughts and 

feelings about Her Majesty perfectly: “Thank you Ma’am, for everything”. 

 

Rest easy Ma’am, you have served your people, your country, the Falklands and the world in a 

way and with a passion and wisdom that many may aspire to, but very few will ever equal. I 

am going to miss you. Thank you. 

 

The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 

Mr Speaker in rising to support the motion I, too, would take this opportunity to express my 

sincere condolences to His Majesty the King and to the Royal Family. As has already been said 

many times and I know will be said many, many times again, the death of Her Majesty may not 

have been able to come entirely as a surprise given her very long life, but I think somehow we 

did expect that she would always be with us. 

 

And so the impact of her passing is immense and I, too, felt shock and great sadness upon 

hearing of her death. And this is a sorrow which I know is felt very deeply right across our 

entire community here in the Falklands. 

 

Her Majesty was of, course, the only Monarch and the vast majority of us have ever known and 

as our Sovereign and Head of the Commonwealth she was a constant and stable presence 

through decades of upheaval and momentous change. The great dignity, wisdom and the quiet 

courage that Her Majesty projected, even at times which must have been incredibly difficult for 

her personally, provided I think a fine example and a great deal of comfort to many others in 

times of adversity. 
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Queen Elizabeth reigned with a grace that one could not help but admire, she was an 

extraordinary woman in so many respects, committing her long life to the service of her 

country and to her people throughout the Commonwealth, but Her Majesty won the hearts of 

those far beyond the bounds of her realm as has been evidenced by the outpourings of affection 

and love and sorrow from right across the globe. 

 

And I think while we mourn the passing of our Queen and a truly great woman it is also right 

that we celebrate and express our gratitude for a long, full and noble life, a life truly well-lived 

and a duty profoundly fulfilled. God Bless the Queen, Mr Speaker I support the motion. 

 

And while I’m on my feet Mr Speaker if I may, I would read a tribute from the Honourable 

Mark Pollard who is also currently overseas and unable to join us today. 

 

Mr Speaker, I regret that I have been unable to attend, but would still like to offer my heartfelt 

condolences to His Majesty the King and all of the Royal Family. Sorrow and sadness have 

been felt around the World and I am sure this has been felt in every corner of the Falkland 

Islands. I have no memory of a time without Her Majesty as our Queen; the same can be said 

of the majority of Falkland Islanders. 

 

Her Majesty was a great example to us all. Serving Her country, and indeed the 

Commonwealth, for so long and to such an incredibly high standard. She was our greatest 

diplomat, attended countless functions and kept the nation buoyed with her messages through 

darkest times; most recently through Covid-19. It is very clear to see both why and how she 

was loved by people all around the world. 

 

I am sure His Majesty King Charles the Third will continue the legacy she has left and I’m sure 

we in the Falklands will continue in our devotion to the Crown. We in turn should strive to 

emulate the public service and devotion that has been so clearly demonstrated over such a long 

time by a truly incredible person. 

 

May Her Majesty the Queen rest in peace. God save the King. 

 

Thank you Mr Speaker. 

 

The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 

Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I’ll steal a statement from an ex-colleague to 

say that I stand here unscripted; I don’t actually have anything written down too much apart 

from a few scribbled notes. But Her Majesty the Queen, of course, has been a part of my life 

for 64 years, that’s how old I am, and even though my Honourable Colleague Leona Roberts 

stated that maybe it wasn’t a surprise of her passing, it still does come as a surprise because 

she’s always been a part of my life. 

 

I was privileged to meet Her Majesty at a Commonwealth Day in London some years ago and 

what struck me about that is that we all stood in a room and when she came through the door it 

was like a light came on; everybody was so enthusiastic and everybody was so pleased to see 

her. She didn’t have time to talk to people a lot but she came around and she just made you feel 

good, it was an amazing experience. 
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I believe the Falkland Islands are very lucky as an Overseas Territory to I believe, have more 

Royal Visits than any other Overseas Territory, unfortunately Her Majesty never made it here 

which was a shame. 

 

But my respect for Her Majesty and my condolences to the Family, I can’t almost describe 

them, so Mr Speaker I know it’s a very short address to support this motion but its’ from the 

heart. Thank you. 

 

The Honourable John Birmingham 
 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Member,s I believe everything said in this House did truly come from 

the heart and I would like to add my support to all that has been spoken on the subject of the 

passing of Her Majesty, I support the motion. 

 

The Honourable Chief Executive 
 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, it is with great sadness that we are here today to mark the 

end of an era following the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on Thursday 8th 

September 2022. There is no doubt that the community of the Falkland Islands have, like the 

rest of the World, been shaken by the loss of our late Monarch. She lived a long and full life, 

dedicating Herself to an extraordinary reign of service.  

 

Queen Elizabeth II provided stability for generations and showed so eloquently values which 

we as public servants should aspire to. She showed strength and steadiness through challenging 

times as well as through periods of celebration and commemoration. She was loyal to Her 

responsibilities and to Her commitments across the Nation, Commonwealth and the Overseas 

Territories’ for 70 years – this can only be described as a remarkable achievement.  

 

Throughout all of Her devotion to others Her Majesty continuously showed personal qualities 

of warmth and friendliness, not to forget Her classic British humour; all of which are such 

important characteristics to hold and something which we, as public servants, should always 

aim to put at the forefront of our service.  

 

At this difficult time of mourning, on behalf of the public service, I pay tribute to Her Majesty 

Queen Elizabeth’s life and offer our heartfelt sympathies to His Majesty King Charles III, The 

Royal Family, friends and those public servants who worked closely with Her Majesty. 

 

May she rest in peace.  

 

Deputy Commander British Forces 
 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members I have a short prepared statement. 

 

Nations across the world join us in deep mourning as we grieve the loss of Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II, Her Majesty the Queen’s association with the Armed Forces was life-long, she 

was the first female member of the Royal Family to be a full time, active member of the Armed 

Forces. 

 

Her Majesty understood and intimately valued those who serve our country as the Head of 

State, wife, mother and grandmother of those who have served in the Armed Forces. 
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Throughout her reign, Her Majesty the Queen exemplified the very best of the values that the 

Armed Forces hold dear. She was a paragon of honour and duty to our Nation. We will forever 

cherish our long-standing connection with Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth and I know I speak for 

all those serving here in the Falklands when I say what a privilege it has been to serve under 

Her Majesty the Queen. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the Royal Family at this time, we will now serve His 

Majesty, King Charles III. God save the King. 

 

Mr Speaker 
 

Honourable Members, may I just repeat the motion that we have debated. This House, this 

Legislative Assembly expresses its deepest regret and grief at the death of Her Majesty the 

Queen, conveys its’ sincere condolences to His Majesty The King and other members of the 

Royal Family in their bereavement, affirms the great affection and esteem in which Her 

Majesty was held and expresses gratitude for her life of exceptional public service. 

 

Clerk of the Assembly 
 

Please stand for the National Anthem. 

 

National Anthem. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Honourable Members, the House now stands adjourned until 9am on Thursday the 29
th

 of 

September 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmed this 27
th

 day of October 2022 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

                                                                                                         

 Speaker of the House 


