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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly
Thursday 27" May 2022

Prayers
Mr Speaker
Please be seated. Honourable Members and distimgliguests, ladies and gentlemen,
welcome to the Legislative Assembly, this is oudBet session and first of all, | would like to
say a thank you to the Reverend lan Faulds, whojusisadministered the prayers to the
Assembly for the last time, he will be returninghs other Island home at the end of the
month, and so this is the last time he will minmigte the House. | thank him for his services
and wish him well for the future.

And my usual reminder ladies and gentlemen, thalettronic equipment and phones should
be turned to silent.

Would you stand please, for His Excellency the Gooe
Clerk of the Assembly

His Excellency the Governor.

Mr Speaker

Good morning your Excellency, welcome to the Ledise Assembly. | invite you to address
the House.

His Excellency the Governor

Thank you Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker

Please be seated.

His Excellency the Governor

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, honoured guestghis 40th Anniversary year, it seems
fitting that we consider just how much our demogrhas matured. The global pandemic has
caused us to think carefully about the fundamemtaiciples of our Constitution when faced
with the challenge of balancing the protection of people with the sustainability and stability
of our economy.

In confronting that challenge, this self-determimeddern democracy has had the courage to
chart its own course, guided by the willingnesslisten to all points of view and a

preparedness to weigh the evidence, rather thati@mén so doing, the government has won
the support of the community.

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 27May 2022
6



Indeed, the community has shown its true coloursngdithis difficult time. We often use the
words ‘resilience’ and ‘close-knit’ to describe tpeople of these islands, but what is very
apparent, as we hopefully move past this dreadéglage, is our unity.

We have seen personal hardships; no one deniesy#ftat is through this unity that we have
been able to support one another, not just to endwt also to move forward over the past
twelve months. The successes we have achieved mstament to the tenacity of Falkland
Islanders.

Happily, the evidence supports the proposition thigtpositive trajectory will continue.

Despite global uncertainty, the Government enjoge8udget surplus over the past year.
Through this, we have maintained our strong finaingosition, ensuring that our COVID 19
stimulus and enhanced support packages can coritinagurther 12 months. These welcome
initiatives support the government’s wider progragnoh activity.

The Falkland Islands economy remains strong ardn®ntly operating at close to full labour
capacity. Of course, we are not immune to thelehgés seen elsewhere in the world, the
difficulties of land and sea-based internationakitim and our constrained global connectivity
continue to impact upon our capacity to deliver amnbitious agenda. We are also very
mindful of global inflationary pressures.

Through careful financial decision-making, we haweace again achieved excellent
performance across our externally managed invedtruwens. This, together with positive
revenues from fishing and taxation, has resulted irobust government finance, enabling
further investment in our capital and service daiwvplans.

The coming year will see an estimated operatinggbtidf circa £90 million and, should plans
proceed accordingly, a projected capital expenelitdirover £75 million, compared to a revised
delivery of just under £40 million in 2021/22. Thiscludes investments in the new port
facility, waste management, utilities, housing depment, continuing refurbishment of the
hospital, improved transport infrastructure, angbefally the procurement of a second new
airframe for the Falkland Islands Government Aing=, FIGAS.

The treasury team has made excellent progress pwowa further financial forecasting,
supporting the government’s ability to plan, finarand deliver the key aspects of its ambitious
capital programme.

Our collective focus on fiscal prudence — a featofethis nation’s careful and effective
approach to managing the public purse — has seemewredit rating from S&P Global

Ratings maintained. The external benchmark of conemy supports a wider framework for
longer-term investment and highlights our ability mmanage future financial risks and
opportunities as they emerge.

In November 2021, our voters took to the polls lecethe eight Members of the Legislative
Assembly. This was the fourth election since the i@onstitution came into force in 2009.
Five incumbents were re-elected, with two formemibers also gaining seats, and one elected
for their first time in office. The Executive Couhbas recently approved the Islands Plan
2022 to 2026, which sets out a blueprint for thssémbly’s work over the coming years.
Recognising that actions today will have impactd xeyond the life of the current Assembly,
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the plan includes many explicit commitments to fmetection and conservation of the
Falkland Islands’ special and unique natural emrirent.

While travel has remained limited for much of thesipyear, we have maintained a productive
dialogue with partners and politicians around tlude, with an increasing number of in-person
meetings made possible as the pandemic recedes. mbinth, we ourselves have lifted
restrictions on arrivals and removed quarantinalireqments. We are fortunate to have the
Right Honourable Sir Lindsay Hoyle and Right Horalle Amanda Milling among our first
official guests following the relaxing of our Covill9 measures, and look forward to
welcoming more visitors over the coming year.

Speaking of our honourable guests, | would likeratike to express my thanks for the support
shown by the UK Government to the Falkland Islatid®ughout the pandemic. A hugely

successful nationwide vaccination programme arahgttocal testing capability have made it
possible to remove our restrictions while protegtour population and keeping people safe,
and | know that we are all truly grateful for this.

Of course, as you all will know, 2022 is a sigraint year, representing the 40th Anniversary
of the Liberation of the Falkland Islands. We h&een marking the occasion with a year-long
programme of commemoration and celebration, bdthating on the brave sacrifices of those

who restored our freedom, as well as showcasingnibdern realities of our home — including

our achievements since 1982 and our ambitionshifuture.

One such achievement was only announced last wekkam delighted that Stanley has been
awarded official city status by Her Majesty the @&ueas part of her Platinum Jubilee
celebrations. It is the first time that British @seas Territories and Crown Dependency have
been able to compete for the title — which maked! ithe more special to be the first in a year
that marks significant anniversaries for both olwesand Her Majesty.

An outline 10-year Capital Programme of almost £40ilion reflects our considerable
ambition to deliver key priorities. However, as meve forward there will need to be further
investigation and analysis of the options availableensure we can meet our infrastructure
development needs in both the short and medium, &ongside the longer-term generation of
reserves that underpin financial stability.

The largest, single development within the progra&memains the new port facility, which
remains a key priority to the Islands Plan, and wilpport the future expansion of key
industries. In March, Executive Council approved fgort development planning application
and decommissioning process for the current fgciitirther work is now progressing to allow
the detailed design to be finalised and there igaing stakeholder engagement as part of this
process. | am also pleased to confirm the appoimtimiea new Senior Project Manager for the
port project, who arrived in the Islands last week.

Strengthening of the roads infrastructure continweth another 5km of asphalt completed on
the MPA road. The rural road network has also sggmficant improvements, with works on-
going on the North Camp road on the East and tlad&hHarbour/Dunnose Head road on the
West. Looking forward, we have awarded a new cohtier the East roads network, and a
tender process has started for the West roads retwo
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Alongside investment in improving roads, the goweent recognises the need to strengthen
other vital linkages within Camp. A five-year pragime of improving ramps and jetties is
now in train and further improvements to IslandslevRG coverage are planned to take place
during the second half of 2022.

Housing infrastructure has been boosted by thaselef plots within Pale Maiden Crescent in
Stanley, which will shortly be followed by the rake of West Yorkshire Crescent. The new
government housing contract is also progressing, wath the first 6 houses due to be

delivered in July 2022, and the remaining 34 deédesteadily over the next 3 years.

The Executive Council’'s approval to proceed with tiew waste management facility is also a
significant step forward for the Falkland Islandsl atogether with the housing construction
project, is an example of excellent co-operatiotwben the government and British Forces
South Atlantic Islands, on key infrastructure potge Teams from both parties are also
continuing to work closely together to identify ethareas where there could be significant
mutual benefits to be found in combining resoues effort.

Aviation services have had another busy twelve and rose successfully to the challenge
of a second TRIP scheme, with another record-bngageason that looks likely to surpass the
record set last year, when 10,351 passengers wecessfully carried by the service. We are
very grateful to the team at FIGAS for supportihg scheme and enabling so many people to
have special experiences throughout the Islands.

The service is also eagerly awaiting a new airdfat is currently in production following
delays due to Covid 19 global disruptions; it isvnexpected to arrive early in 2023, which
coincidentally is the year in which FIGAS celebsa# years anniversary — a fitting birthday
present for such an integral part of Island life.

In terms of expansion and improvement plans, a loeal trainee pilot travelled to the UK
earlier this year and is due to complete his trgjnby 2024, further bolstering the service.
Finally, last month saw the completion of refurlisnts at Stanley Airport, with
improvements made to the airport entrance and ngpifireas, in order to provide a better
customer experience for residents and internatitmaists, as we welcome the latter back to
the Islands over the next few months.

As Honourable Members will be aware, tourism isirmreasing part of our Gross Domestic
Product, and | know that local operators are logkorward to the next austral summer season,
when they can once again showcase the best ofaRdlkslands hospitality to visitors from all
over the world.

We have also continued to invest in projects thgtpsrt the health and wellbeing of our
people, including expansion of the hospital. Rdgethiere has been a flurry of activity on the
development site for Tussac House, our new assistad facility and community asset, as

phase one construction has begun on the west Wing. purpose-built unit is the first of its

kind for the Falkland Islands and we hope thatdessis will be able to move into the new
accommodation in early 2024. One of the key aréddheonew Islands Plan is Social Equity
and, as this project demonstrates, we believe gllyaas a society, in ensuring that we look
after everyone in our community.
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Finally, before I move on from the capital prograenit’s important to acknowledge other
efforts to support the local business communitghsas the recent rollout of a new government
e-procurement system, designed to streamline mesescrease efficiency and allow greater
clarity for local businesses concerning the ranigerocurement opportunities on offer. While
such achievements may look small on the surfageathount of work needed to put such a
system in place should not be underestimated. fidis development will not only help local
businesses secure government contracts, but diserdeon our commitments for an open and
transparent Civil Service.

Agriculture is a critical part of the identity ardlture of the Falkland Islands; it is undoubtedly
a cornerstone of our home. To this end, the govemirhas continued in its efforts to engage
with farmers in developing its strategic plan fgriaulture. This work acknowledges a very
clear mandate for longer-term consideration of btite conservation and environmental
aspects of farming in the Falkland Islands.

To this end, the Department of Agriculture, togetiwéh other government departments, has
started work to build an understanding of the impaxd a visibly drying Camp, which is an
important environmental consideration for farmihgt also the Islands more broadly.

Turning to one of the staples of our agriculturabeomy — the wool coring service has been
extremely busy this year as farmers increase thkamce on analysis of their wool, in order to
maximise the returns when selling their productditidnally, we now have Responsible Wool
Standard certification in place, with 31 farms takpart over the past year. Farmers with this
accreditation are seeing premiums of around 10% oweertified wool, making this an
important step to maximising the returns to oumakwconomy, as well as the longer-term
sustainability of the product.

The Islands Plan 2022-2026 includes a commitmenefi@sh the Islands-wide approach to
protecting the environment from critical biosecynsks and our biosecurity unit is working to
strengthen the current system, in order to contioygrovide protection against invasive pests
and safeguard the environment from current andduigks.

The Fisheries are the largest contributor to ours&rDomestic Product and remain a vital
component to our economy. Over the past two ydéhesgovernment has continued to work
closely with fishing companies to ensure that visssere able to operate safely and meet
necessary public health requirements during thedgrarc. Thanks to support from the UK
Government, the entire trawler fleet, and a numifeother merchant vessels serving the
fishing industry, were eligible for our Covid 19 cgnation programme, which provided
critical protection for both crewmembers and tHarlds’ key industry. The Fishing Sector has
welcomed the lifting of quarantine requirementstasill improve operations for industry in
the year ahead.

Turning to past performance, 2021 was a good yaallléx, with the highest recorded catch
within the last six years reaching 172,539 tons idtal catch for 2022 was 55,000 tons as of
mid-April, a very good season, so far.

Following an equally strong second season in 2@21l bligo, the final annual catch was a
record 95,000 tons. Crucially, stocks are stabtkat a high level. The total catch so far is at a
record high for this time of the first season ie fhst 25 years, with more than 43,000 tons
were caught in 47 days.
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With the environment ever present in our thinkimgrk continues with the Fishing Sector to
apply mitigation measures that successfully redun#esired interaction with wildlife. Every
vessel has a Marine Mammal Observer on board tekchempliance of fishing gear and
practices, with the result that seabird and seatathtes are at a very low level.

Vessel safety, crew welfare and compliance, alsmane top priorities for the government, and
last year there was a clear and significant impmoeet in the standards of vessel safety and
crew welfare from the companies that applied fiexllicenses. Not only was this gratifying to
see, but it demonstrated clear evidence that cwidive work between government and
industry to raise these standards is gaining saamf traction.

Work has also been on-going to improve ITQ — oriviodial Transferable Quota, with
approval granted by Executive Council in Augustbegin the implementation of a revised
scheme to licence fish catch entitlements from dan2023. The new scheme, known as
ITQB, will give fishing companies the confidencecmnsider future investment in the Falkland
Islands, while further supporting the sustainal@desopment of our economy.

Mr Speaker, after two years of relatively littleogress on developing a hydrocarbons project
in the Falklands, due primarily to the low oil @& brought about by Covid 19, things have
now started to move again. During the past twelantims, Harbour Energy — the company
formed by the takeover of Premier Oil — concludkdt ttheir strategic plans for the new

company did not fit well with the Sea Lion projeahd announced their intention to withdraw

in the second half of last year.

In April 2022, the companies announced the sigeatdira deal for Harbour Energy to sell its
Falkland Islands assets to Navitas Petroleum, andN&vitas to take on the project with the
remaining partner Rockhopper. The new arrangenseriirrently going through the regulatory
approval processes, following which the refreshexjegt will resume its progress towards an
investment decision. The current Brent crude poitevell over $100 per barrel is helpful in

creating new investment in this opportunity.

| should observe that, as short and medium termiggnsecurity rises to the top of the
international agenda, the government remains kegmamote this activity. At the same time,
it is also vital we ensure that appropriately higbulatory, safety and environmental standards
continue to be applied to all development projémtghis type. This is non-negotiable.

Turning to onshore minerals, the government ishm final stages of putting Regulations in

place to allow licences to be issued to explorgyfild and other valuable minerals. Those who
have lived in the Islands for some time will recsiinilar work being undertaken around

twenty years ago. Following this, the governmeilk @@mmence a short licensing round to

receive applications from interested parties, axjgeets several applicants. Subject to their
proposals being acceptable, and licences beingdssuork is likely to begin on the ground in

the coming summer, although it is currently anagal this will be low impact.

It is important to note that the current licencesndt allow extraction, so at this point it is only
an exploration programme. Equally, this is a gopgastunity to stress that the consent of
private landowners will always be required. In #heent that the exploration is successful,
further work will be required to enact full minimggimes within the legislation, in order to
progress to extraction.
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Staying onshore, there is further consultation entty being undertaken under the Mining
Ordinance, to allow the licensed extraction of cammminerals such as stone, sand and
calcified seaweed. This will fill a hole — if yol'éxcuse the pun — in the regulatory system,
which currently prohibits such activity if the magé is for sale or use anywhere other than on
the landowner’s property. Landowners using matdrah their own land, and for their own
use, continue to be unaffected. The consultatiosed on 10 June, and | would encourage
those with an interest to participate.

While the Covid 19 pandemic has seen most inteynakitourism cease, last year we saw a
cautious re-opening of cruise visits, with the aoh welcoming visitors back within a
framework of health protections.

The initial impact of the Omicron variant meant teason was more limited than we had
hoped, but the visits made to both Stanley and Camet very well, with positive feedback

from cruise operators and visitors alike. Most im@otly, we had no recorded cases of Covid
19 transmission as a result, which demonstrateshio# carefully and conscientiously the

situation was managed.

As | stand before you today, the Falkland Islands starting preparations for a full cruise

vessel season in 2022-23, as well as the retulanai-based visitors. To support this, and
mindful of the fact that we are now moving to amlemic state of Covid 19, the government
will put clear guidance in place well ahead of tiesv season. We will also continue to work
with the industry, including IAATO, to promote talklands Islands as a premium destination
of choice and as one of the Gateways to Antarctica.

In March 2022, we also saw a major milestone a@ddwewards improving the connectivity of

the Falkland Islands. New LIDAR equipment has noeerb installed at Mount Pleasant
Airport, funded by the government. LIDAR stands foght Detection and Ranging, and the
new capability should significantly improve predct and real-time detection of rotor events.
The impact will not be immediate, as the reseamdgiamme now needs to run for at least
twelve months in order to gather sufficient datanbprove the predictive model. However, it

will hopefully result, over time, in fewer flightanicellations and support our air links with both
the United Kingdom and South America.

Local tourism remained a benefit for the sectorrabe past year. The TRIP scheme and
BFSAI TRIP scheme, which were designed to help idate domestic tourism, have again
proved extremely successful during their second géaperation. While the final figures will
not be available until next month, | can initiatgport that over 90% of the eligible population
registered for TRIP2, with £1.3 million committex allocated vouchers. The BFSAI TRIP
scheme also had strong uptake with almost 2,306tragts. The government will soon launch
a survey seeking feedback on the TRIP Scheme,derdo understand the impact it had on
tourism businesses, and | encourage again, evetgdake part.

The Policy and Economic Development Unit has reldaeveral key reports in recent months,
including the quarterly Retail Price Index and thational Accounts for 2010-2020. These
reports help to inform thinking about the Islandsbnomy and provide an evidence base that
feeds into decision-making, by enabling the govesninio combine critical thinking with the
best available information to develop future p@gcfor the people of the Falkland Islands.
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The National Accounts report shows that, unlike ynather countries in the world, we saw
positive growth in our non-resource Gross Domedtimduct in 2020. This clearly
demonstrates the effectiveness of policy measurgsduced by government to prevent a
decline in economic activity, particularly in setanost affected by the pandemic, protecting
the economy from the worst effects felt elsewhere.

We have also seen some valuable work on incomeuali¢g in the Islands that will help us
develop plans to ensure an acceptable standandimg ffor our whole community. One of
those projects is the development of a model ofr&eent Living Standards in the Falkland
Islands. This is a significant piece of work, whigims to establish how much income people
need to maintain different standards of living etirement. The findings will inform both
service delivery and policy in terms of how we soippur community, particularly the most
vulnerable, and we expect outputs to be availabtee coming year.

As | previously mentioned, environmental priorit@® a key focus of the new Islands Plan.
Last September, following two rounds of public adtegtion, Executive Council approved the
Environment Strategy 2021-2040. This strategy eatsa vision for the future of our natural
environment which is bio diverse, healthy, sustali@aadapted and connected for everyone. It
recognises the central and universal role that géheironment plays in the sustainable
development of our health and wellbeing, our econamd the Falkland Islands as a whole.
The strategy also establishes the Falkland Islasds responsible partner in helping tackle a
range of both domestic and worldwide environmer@ahcerns, and details a range of
objectives and actions to work toward that vision.

One example of this is our unique marine envirorimie importance of which in supporting
our biodiversity and the economy cannot be undenestd. To this end, we have recently
completed a consultation that will inform policy vdéopment for Marine Managed Areas
(MMAS). The proposed MMAs set aside areas for sgeprotection and aim to balance
conservation with the sustainable economic andabat@velopment needs of the Falkland
Islands. These sites collectively represent 15%ufmarine waters and have been proposed
on the basis of several years of research and itadhfindings carried out by the South
Atlantic Environmental Research Institute, workitagether with the government. This is a
significant and considered step toward achievirggdbmmitments made in the environment
strategy in terms of protecting the marine envirenm

The Environment Department has also embarked ok teasssess the specific risks of climate
change to the Falkland Islands, and will look atvivee can adapt and mitigate these. Experts
from across our community and beyond have beenrfgedto this project, which will help
identify what the government and the community darnn order to tackle the challenges posed
by climate change, and to prepare for the future positive and proactive way.

The three-year minefield fencing removal projedbjck began in 2021, is also advancing well
and is already a year ahead of schedule. Followagpening of former minefields in
November 2020, we embarked on a programme to remmiwvefield fences in order to make
these areas, once again, sites that the publi@easity visit to enjoy the natural environment.
To date, more than 2km of disused fences on EdklaRd have already been removed, and
removal works are well underway on West Falklanehd¥ul of environmental considerations,
removal work is being coordinated to ensure thakiés not interfere with wildlife breeding
grounds until after the season. By the time thgegptaends, it is estimated that approximately
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77km of redundant minefield fencing will have beemoved in total, providing the public
with peace of mind and helping to remove part efgghinful legacy of 1982.

Outside of government, our Environmental Studiesnty have supported important
community research projects in the past year. kigkd from last year include: the recording
of 5,375 sea lion pups, the discovery of two nemskal breeding colonies, the continuation of
work by Sammy the rodent detection dog in sniffing invasive rats and mice, new trials for
protecting rockhopper penguin colonies, the creatiba fenced 45-hectare wildlife area, and
more than 8,000 square metres of invasive plardisp®érought under control.

As previously outlined, we have been unable to ivecenternational tourists since the

pandemic began and, as such, have focused outsetior supporting our people to enjoy
domestic tourism pursuits. Equally, the restricsigiaced on global travel has severely limited
the ability of our athletes to compete on the imipnal stage. Given the challenges, | am
delighted to congratulate the team that traveltethe World Indoor Bowls Championship in

Bristol last month, who very much punched abover tiveight. | want also to send my best

wishes to the Falklands athletes who are travellingthe Commonwealth Games in

Birmingham in July — I am sure they will do us paou

Closer to home, it is impressive that the impacthef pandemic has not stalled our plans for
improving sporting opportunities across the Faldldsiands. Great progress has been made
with plans to build new sporting facilities in Skayy which will greatly benefit Islanders and
allow both improved community facilities and bettéaining opportunities for those
participating in elite sports on the internatiostage.

Following the signing of a development agreemeiveen the government and the National
Sports Council in April 2021, plans for a new akather football pitch and multi-sports centre
were approved by the Planning & Building Commitezelier this month. It is hoped that the
all-weather pitch, which has already arrived bytbwall be open before the end of the year,
with the multi-sports centre opening in 2023.

| would now like to turn to health and wellbeingithwa particular focus on the investments
made within the Budget, as well as a progress @poiatsome important initiatives during the
last year.

As Honourable Members will know, this nation recisgs the fundamental importance of
health and wellbeing for absolutely everyone, whithludes visitors to our home and also the
British military at Mount Pleasant Complex. Whileetpandemic has been, naturally, an issue
of huge concern for us, our strong focus on thdtlhesre needs of our population is ever-
present; we have a single hospital and are mangsnaivay from the provisions of very
complex healthcare environment, which is why heaftd wellbeing remain paramount for the
Falkland Islands Government.

Which is why, this year, we were very pleased tabke to announce the arrival of both the
new Director of Health and Social Services andrew Hospital Manager, who together will
work with the wider team to deliver the best poesitesults for the community over the next
four years and beyond.

We also continue to invest in the infrastructurKofg Edward VIl Memorial Hospital. Most
recently, we have been able to commission our ndws€nner, which is now providing
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enhanced diagnostic capabilities for our patiemd seducing the need for them to travel
outside of the Islands. We are also now able teroéxcellent Mammography screening
capabilities and, since the launch of the new sernave already seen over 74% of eligible
women, and have a plan in place for the remainuldret seen within the coming months — a
significant achievement by all involved.

Other success will be realised in the very near&jtwith our Orthodontic service due to come
online immediately, which will offer another layter our already well-established dental health
team. And, while there has been some disruptionsacKEMH due to our ever-evolving
building site, staff have been steadfast in the&dication to delivering excellent, patient-
centred care.

The main capital program for our Health and So8alvices Directorate is, as previously
mentioned, Tussac House. While we plan to welcooreficst residents in early 2024, in the
interim we have extended our nursing care intodbr@munity and will improve this further

over the coming year. We have also opened Hillsidaese, a small, temporary facility for the
most vulnerable members in our community, whichlrsady making a huge difference with
both to residents and their families.

New social service initiatives, such as Income Suipphe Early Help scheme, and investment
in our Attendance Allowance, are already delivetiaggible outputs, and helping those in our
community to get immediate help, by way of earlieimention, before they require greater
levels of support.

As we look to the future, it is with enormous pritiat | can confirm that, due to the dedication
of our Pathology staff, the hospital laboratory hexeived approval to provide pre-registration
training. This means that appropriately qualifiadividuals can undertake a practical training
period in the laboratory, and, upon successful ssssent, they can join the Healthcare
Professions Council register of Biomedical Scidstihis is only one of many examples of
the steps we are taking to improve young and asptalent, and supporting people in their
development towards professional careers.

Finally, in February 2022, the first ever Walkingstival was held in the Islands. This event
was a collaborative project between the governreeRtiblic Health Unit and the Falkland
Islands Tourism Board, together with 14 other dbntors, including private sector companies
and individuals. There were 21 official events &idcomplementary events scheduled over 9
days and, in total, 1,100 people took part in #stival — over a third of our entire population!

Another key priority for the Falkland Islands Gawerent is, of course, our young people,
which is why education is another area of critiftaus. This year, I'm pleased to say, our
commitment to improve early years provision has enatfong progress. In March, Stanley
Kids Zone was awarded the silver standard of thikldarad Islands National Minimum
Standards, as a result of their annual inspectibis is the first time that the silver standard
has been awarded in the Falkland Islands and wasostied by the views of parents and staff,
captured via a survey sent to parents in Novendstrykar.

Earlier this month, Stepping Stones opened thew beilding using capital development
money from the government and a loan from the Baltklislands Development Corporation.
While resisting the urge to make a pun about takiegnext step in building their business, this
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is an excellent example of both the importance ihaut on childcare provision in the Islands
as well as a true reflection of the entreprenewpait of the sector.

Turning to lifelong learning in the Islands — ovkee past year the government has continued to
build upon the Community Development Scheme, tauenshat it can adequately address
skills needs across the population, by supportiegpfe to develop their experience and
gualifications. Currently, 69 Falkland Islandere accessing the scheme across a range of
disciplines, from marine science to physiotheramg everything else in between.

The depth and breadth of courses offered at Falkt@wilege is continuing to expand. Online
courses are increasingly popular, including acteedirade courses to help participants pursue
vocational career choices. The new library, whilto-located with the college, is also going
from strength to strength, and becoming a genuirte df learning and information for our
community.

It would be remiss of me not to also reflect on shecess of the Shield programme — which is
currently over-subscribed — with participants rejpor their particular enthusiasm for the
gardening and craft work opportunities that it pdes. I'm sure there will be plenty of one-of-
a-kind Shield wooden painted ornaments on Christireees across the Falkland Islands this
year.

Turning briefly to matters of policy and regulatjothe Executive Council has recently
approved the updated Education Ordinance, whichseilve to strengthen governance across
our schools. This is part of on-going work to embeehater accountability across the whole of
education in the Islands, and also to ensure tnatnodel reflects international best practice.
Both schools and Stanley House are included wittie 10-year capital program for
improvement, which | referenced earlier, specificah terms of internal improvements.
Additionally, there is a longer-term vision to extéeFalkland Islands Community School and
the team is currently consulting with Public Wotksdevelop a specification for the work.
Finalising this plan is a priority for this yean order to ensure we can meet future demand.
The Directorate is also continuing to work with tpars to improve traffic safety around
schools.

A review of Camp Education has also been undert#tksryear, which both highlights the fact
that there is much to celebrate in Camp Educa#tiod,in scoping the next steps to ensure that
children in Camp receive the best possible leareixgerience. Camp Education is a unique
model of education — which celebrated its 125thiareary in 2021. It is vital for the rural
parts of our community, and is a service that tdaedation Directorate holds dear.

Finally, in August, we were thrilled with the newsat the percentage of pupils achieving five
or more GCSEs, including English and Maths, at grad to C or 9 to 4, rose significantly
from 48% to 71%. This was despite many complexifiesed by the pandemic, which were
overcome by staff and students displaying both rémlience and determination to secure
strong examination outcomes. | am confident thiatyear will be no different.

| would now like to address the topic of publicetgifand island security. Beginning with the
Royal Falkland Islands Police Force, who have owmmtil to drive forward with plans to
improve community engagement and satisfactionpwahig a challenging period. Camp visits
have commenced, along with surgeries at Mount BiggSomplex, demonstrating the police’s
commitment to serve all parts of the Falkland Idlaommunity.
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The new overseas territories crime and intelligesiogle record database is also now well-
established and increasingly used as a sole recnatgement system to help protect our
community and increase service efficiency.

The force also continues to do a great deal of workecruit and retain representatives from
within the local community. New career pathways nemable local training of staff to UK
standards for the Criminal Investigation Departmenthe development of an externally
verified promotion exam ensures future local santgedave the appropriate knowledge to
support them in their role. We have appointed taeal probationary officers in recent months
and welcomed the arrival of a new Chief of Police.

Turning now to the Falkland Islands Defence Forcer—FIDF, the past year has seen
significant joint exercising with British Forces @b Atlantic Islands, which has not only
assisted in terms of providing valuable trainingoagpunities, but this interoperability also
demonstrates the progress that has continued twalde by the FIDF leadership. New vehicles
have recently arrived in the Islands, which wiluggthe Defence Force for many years to
come, and demonstrates the continued commitmetiteofalkland Islands Government and
Elected Members to contribute to our own defenddefislands.

The Fire and Rescue service has achieved stabilitys staffing and in keeping with its
commitment to maintain the highest possible stadwlaa significant amount of overseas
training has been undertaken by new members ofetima. Also, with the increased numbers
of flights undertaken by FIGAS this year, it's inmBnt to recognise that each departure and
arrival into Stanley Airport is also supported kbhetservice, ensuring that safety remains
paramount for our passengers.

| would also like to take the time to recognise tloenmitment demonstrated by our volunteer
workforce, particularly in RFIP, FIDF and the Faed Rescue Service. These men and women
give up their time to provide vital services to @ammunity and it is right that we be proud of
them. It is encouraging to see this dedicationgas®ed through Executive Council’s approval
of higher level of bounty payments for these tsslgolunteers. It is also fitting that those who
have met the eligibility criteria will also receitiee Platinum Jubilee Medal.

This has been a demanding year for the Prison &nindeed, recently there have been local
press reporting of videos and images circulatingsonial media, in connection with Her

Majesty’s Prison, Stanley. Let me address thisctlye Put simply, the inmates concerned
presented challenges never before experiencedeirradlkland Islands. The issues identified
have since been thoroughly investigated and covee@ction has been implemented. To
provide reassurance around our standards and prdkiel community with confidence, the

Service will later this year participate in an ipdadent inspection.

On a more positive note, our poly tunnel initiatigeproving an increasing success, ensuring
meaningful activities for the prison population, il®halso providing vegetables for the
community. A significant amount of resettlement ki also on-going to support prisoners to
transition successfully back in the community dease.

While the pandemic has put pressure across allogérgment, it has continued to present
significant challenges for the Customs and Immigrateam, who were required to take on a
significant additional workload due to our COVID fdektrictions. However, they rose valiantly
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to the challenge and, while their work may be behihe scenes, it is the fabric that keeps our
borders safe and secure. | give them my thanksaasdrance that their efforts do not go
unnoticed.

Speaking of immigration, last September saw theodhiction of the new Immigration
Amendment Ordinance and the Permanent Residenca@t®&egulations, the culmination of
many years of work. This has seen the introduabioa “one permit” approach to work in the
Falklands, thereby reducing bureaucracy. The posystem overhaul for permanent residents
has also enabled a wider cohort of people to maké-alkland Islands their long-lasting home,
supporting our ambition to have a more settled fadmn.

The Falkland Islands Maritime Authority is also nbawly established within the Directorate of
Emergency Services and Island Security. This le@h $roactive management of harbour
safety through operational control of shipping nmoeats, as well as the continued
development of legislation to discharge our intéomal obligations. In the past year, the
Authority has conducted a number of fishing vessspections and Port State Control
inspections, and it is apparent that the workimgregements with industry are effective and
efficient, and it is this joint effort that will ciinue to make our waters safer.

Our ability to understand and mitigate for majocidents has also seen recent developments
with the drafting of the first National Securityr&egy and a new Major Incident Plan. A new
Service Level Agreement for joint major incidentesising with the British Forces South
Atlantic Islands is also now in place, which format arrangements and enhances our
resilience and interoperability for civil emergesgi

Turning now to the Civil Service Mr Speaker, ovie tpast twelve months, a number of
significant recruitments have taken place, inclgdior the Hospital Manager and Director of
Health and Social Services roles as mentioned, el a8 a new Director of Policy and

Economic Development, Director of Emergency Sewsiaad Island Security, and a Senior
Magistrate. In the months ahead we will welcome fwher Directors for Education and

Development and Commercial Services. The majoritthese new appointments are 4-year
contracts, in line with our wish to have a lessigrant workforce and more overall stability
within government leadership.

The induction process for joining the Falkland mgla Government has also been refreshed and
we continue to make progress on promoting the &atklislands as an attractive and special
place to work and live, using our new online anddmeplatforms, which are proving
successful to date. Work is also on-going to idgntiow we can develop our use of
automation within our recruitment process, in orttemake the experience for potential job
seekers better.

Our new Wellbeing Working Group has also now firmbstablished, comprising
representatives from across the Civil Service. §haup aims to develop an approach to
overall wellbeing for those working with and forethFalkland Islands Government. A
presentation of the group’s work to date has beeniged to Corporate Management Team,
which identifies key themes and actions, and inetudhilestones for the short, medium and
long term. Strategic leadership for outcomes arlementation will be provided by Heads of
Service and Directors, and a number of initial@ttiare already in train.
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Our Management Trainee Programme continues and imamgural trainees are now
undertaking their last rotations for the final yedhe programme will then reopen for
recruitment later this year, in anticipation of twew trainees joining government in November
2022. Additionally, we have expanded our mentogmonme outwards, and for management
trainee programme, across all the whole of govempand currently have 10 trained mentors
available.

We also continue to place significant emphasisttracing local talent to join the government
workforce, including generating interest via th@aa school careers day and work placement
opportunities for young people.

Ladies and gentlemen, this brings me to the endghaift will be my fifth and final address to
the House in respect of the annual Budget. It hdg been a privilege to serve these Islands
and the people of these Islands as their Goverrdocan say with all candour that these
remarkable Islands will forever hold a special plat the hearts of both Emma and myself.
Let me close by wishing you every success goingdod. Thank you.

Mr Speaker

Your Excellency, | thank you for your address, duywould like to remain in the House,
please.

Clerk of the Assembly

Motion Number 8 of 2022 by the Honourable PetergBig

This House notes with thanks the address by Hisllercy the Governor and believes that
this is an appropriate point for the Governmentctmsider its agenda priorities for the
forthcoming year.

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Mr Speaker, | propose the Motion and support.

Mr Speaker

And seconded by the Honourable John Birmingham.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Does any Honourable Member wish to speak?

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you Mr Speaker, and I'd first like to thanksHExcellency the Governor for what a
lengthy speech but hopefully shows the progresshias been made and the last Assembly’s
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Budget as we move into this very auspicious yedierd are a number of things that are
particularly present in my mind that he’s outlingere as work that needs to continue, but
certainly also needs to gather pace.

And | was very gratefully actually that his speestarted with mention of the environment, |
think recognising that there is a really strongal®gthere is something that we all have in the
forefront of our minds, and certainly over the p&st years watching climate change take
effect on the Islands as he has outlined in hied@pehas really been a very emotional and very
upsetting | think, for everybody, not just the lamghers watching it happen to their land, but
watching your country literally erode in front abyr eyes is a very upsetting thing.

As he mentioned, the recent work done to collata da the water table of the Falklands is a
first step in understanding the effect of climalwmge on our future, without the solil, there is
no grass, and without the soil we have no fututee degradation of our land also effects the
coast and as that report compiled also outlined,coast is pivotal, it is the eco system that
supports our bio diversity and our economy, andfature is very much tied to land and the
sea.

We must be bold and ambitious with how we addrkss and we must not just think of the
quick wins. The long term impact needs a long tenimd-set to change and to support, and we
can’t change how the world approaches climate ohawg also cannot leave the security of
our soil for someone else to address, or expent the

So what | would really like to see take shape thhmut this year, and work that I'd like to see
continue, we’'ve got to understand our peatlands,ctirbon-flux towers and dedicated policy
support for carbon credit opportunities, a speafiea that we've pulled out over the last few
months in our working in collaboration with NGOsdawe’ll also be working with industry
landowners to try to get the most out of these dppdties.

FIG incentives to restore and maintain our peatarsdthen the work streams that will
hopefully fall out and as | say, FIG incentivess tiovernment needs to be putting something
in place, in my mind. We can’t just hope that tisiggoing to happen organically, making an
availability of funds, such as fencing for sengtareas, or restoration programs is going to be
essential. We also need to knowledge-share, amihk something that's particularly been
highlighted through some of the conversations tha@tve been very fortunate to have with
DEFRA in the UK, and some of their policy expentsthe area of peatlands as well as in
sustainable fisheries has truly been contributiagkbactually with our experience and the
opportunities we’ve found here.

| think as we’ve learnt more about our country,ngpthrough this examination of climate
change effects, we've also discovered that tussassghas the most amazing carbon
sequestration properties, and that's somethingamesbare with the world. There’s some real
opportunity there.

We also need to refresh our energy strategy, atent Environmental Symposium held by the
Chamber of Commerce, our Director of Public Workis@it a bold ambition that this could be
done this year and | think we’ll all be trying told him to that, so | mention it here in the
House for no particular reason.
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We also alongside that, our renewable goals nedsk thrmer and more positively outlined,
supporting businesses as well as private homesgydarly in Camp, which is something that
has been well supported around this table, buteee o see put into action now.

Lastly, | suppose, a comment around biosecuritgrethwas a comment that was made a
number of years ago, by a previous biosecurityceffat the Ag Department, which has always
stuck in my head, which is that “native habitatyenghe strongest ability to repel invasive

attacks” and | know that kind of decision, aroundasives also had a strong impact on ExCo’s
decision earlier in this year, to ban the possibdif farming of invasive fish, such as salmon,

and | think it's quite a strong recognition of timeportance of our coastal zone, which is also
the spawning ground for our Loligo fishery, whichwae’ve heard in that report, is a main stay
of our future and our economy.

As part of that, we also progressed that work iIQBT and that gives us real security into our
fisheries, but I'm also proud that it also demoaists an increased respect in our ocean, what it
gives us, but also in its stewardship. But lastig, need to be very sure that those benefits
trickle down and that point about social equityliso a very chewy subject that we’ll continue
to wrestle with, over the life of this Assemblyml’sure into the next one.

Lastly, just noting some of the changes in the IGervice, is probably also worth mentioning
certainly within my Portfolio, the recruitment ftre Director of Mineral Resources is also out
for overseas recruitment, and is a position thdlt lmé changing this year, so I'm sure he’ll
lambast me for mentioning it, but we're very gratefor the current Director of Mineral
Resources, all that he’s given to Government overdedication to that particular role and
others, so thank you Stephen. | support the Motion.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker, I'd been up late last nigiteparing certain bits for today, but
dividing them between three different bits, I'vestubeen cleaving bits as we began this
morning, so please forgive me if its not coherenit aould be.

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank the Gower, for outlining the past year and also his
kind words, and also to wish both he and Emmahalltest for the future, not just in St Helena,
but whatever comes after that, and I'm sure yatoihtinue to both be big supporters of the
Falkland Islands, thank you.

I'd also like to welcome and thank our guests tegrhe moment, Sir Lindsay Hoyle, MP, the
Speaker of the House of Commons and Amanda MiNMifgas well, Minister of State for Asia
and the Middle East, including the OTs, our Ministe

For me the previous Assembly Members not arourgdt#tiile form a big part of the last year as
well, many of the excesses we’re celebrating toalay were spoken about by the Governor,
were the seeds of their work so thank you StacgeRwho is here today and Barry as well.

| think the Governor rightly talked about Covid Ehd we've lifted restrictions and removed
guarantine requirements, but we're not out of tleodas just yet. Some difficulties that still
exist will be the restarting of the Tourism Indystilealing with rising costs and hiking world-
wide inflation rates, but perhaps most importantiglping those scared or worried as well as
the most vulnerable, into the new normal alongsisle
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| think this is probably as opportune a moment ghwill be to thank Falkland Islands
Government, the Ministry of Defence, Government $&guhe UK Government and the people
of the Falklands for their monumental efforts onviddl9.

I'd also like to join the Governor in thanking FIGA their support and help delivering the
TRIP scheme as was stated earlier resulted incaddreaking year for them, | imagine it was
also somewhat back-breaking for those workers dls seethank you and I'm sure lan will join
me in admiring the new doors as well.

The Governor talked about the continued difficglt@ constrained connectivity, we're still
working to a start date for the LATAM Chile link ahe 2° of July and also the LATAM
Brazil link for November. | hope the newly installeiDAR system will also help to ensure all
of our flights in the not too distant future arébmct to fewer cancellations and delays. And
I’'m sure we all look forward to these links returgj and both land based and cruise ship
tourism restarting. Thank you Mr Speaker, | supgogtmotion.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you Mr Speaker, and thank you, your Excelfefar your address. It was indeed very
lengthy and yet | think the reality is that althbugtouched on many of the successes and the
challenges that we’ve faced over the last year,samgle of our priorities going forward, there’s
still an awful lot more that could have been said.

It has been another extremely busy year for the&kl&ad Islands Government, for the
Assembly, and for the Islands has a whole, andnktiit is absolutely right that we fully
acknowledge all of that work that has been going on

| will try to limit myself largely to my Portfolioyou’ll be pleased to hear. As Portfolio Holder
for Education and Community, this is an area I'eem really pleased to be able to become
involved in, and there is a staggering amount goim@gnd a lot of it under the radar, a lot of it
isn't necessarily seen by the public, but somé & very public facing and that can bring its
own challenges.

But | would take the opportunity to recognise tlenenitment of the Education Directorate
team, from those in the offices to the staff in fthools and supporting the nurseries and the
College, right throughout, everyone is working eriely hard and | think that has been
evidenced not just over the course of the past paarobviously in recent weeks when as
we’ve started to see community transmission of @okwve been really, really stunned actually
by the success of the schools in managing to gpay,odespite having numerous staff taken
out isolating with the virus, and they have spreeinselves wherever they could to make sure
that the schools could stay open, allowing peopl&eep going to work and the children to
keep receiving the best education that they cahywauld publicly put that on record.

| would also thank you Governor, for mentioning §HD, because again, this is an area where
we are making real progress, but there is stillentorbe done and | think one of the challenges
for us going forward is understanding how best wavige for the most vulnerable in our
community. And that really requires a lot thoughtlahe development of a strategy that will
set out how we look after people, not just throtigh Educational element of their lives, but
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beyond that too, and I think that's something tigg Assembly needs to be ready to tackle,
and to make some strong decisions on.

| think we have also really progressed opportusita lifelong learning, so through the CDS
and work at the College, and as well it's beendsiit to see a new nursery opening recently
and to hear really great reports from there, soBhky Years work that was instigated by my
predecessor former MLA Bragger is really payingdi#nds now and again, I'm sure we’ll go
from strength to strength.

There’s another huge piece of work which again,ould just highlight in the House here,
although | know my Honourable Colleagues are vemara of it, the public may not
necessarily be so much, and that is the Camp EduacBReview, which is being undertaken.
This has been needed for a substantial amountmef kibelieve, and again was instigated by
the previous Portfolio Holder, for which I'm gratéf

So there has been a lot of engagement with stattefsplwe’ve been out and met with parents
and families in Camp and a stakeholder group wimeblves Camp parents has been working
really, really hard to try and understand all tegues around Camp Education, the good, the
bad and the ugly to try and tease out some of ptiors going forward. That should be just
about complete, complete is not the right word,sleuld be ready to discuss and present that
at Farmers Week, later on in the winter, and tthemnet will be following that last consultation,
there will be recommendations coming forward, foCl and the Assembly to make some
decisions on.

| would touch briefly as well on a couple of otlageas that again really fall into my Portfolio |
guess. Pleased to see that we've been able togssghne Sports Facility and that now is
becoming a reality, | can see out my kitchen windtvere’s development that's beginning
there, and just very recently, we've been able é&kensome real progress on how we’re going
to care for our Historic Assets going forward, stimreg that anyone who knows me will know
is very dear to my heart, but | think it's absolyteight that this community gives some
recognition and relevance to.

And there is so much else that could be addressed your speech, but really, in the interests
of time | won't, other than to say, | think that wwave some very challenging years ahead. |
think we know that our infrastructure needs attamtishall we say? | think that's probably a

fairly mild way of putting it, that's been a longaading issue which we’ve been trying to

address in the last Assembly and in this one.

Our society’s needs are only going to grow, as etgte®ns also grow, and there’s a balance to
be achieved through all of that too. We have araextlinary amount of external pressures that
are beyond our control, Covid | think we dealt witlry well, but as we see inflationary
pressures that are way beyond our means to doiagydbout, we are going to have to find
ways of managing these issues as they arrive awldeathe Falklands.

And at that point | would say, | know that we havhuge political agenda, and | know that we
push our Civil Service and our Government employ@dsemely hard, and that that can be
very frustrating for everybody, | think | share $ieofrustrations because obviously we all want
to get everything done, but simply can’t. So | khas | look sometimes at the future, it's easy a
little bit, to despair sometimes. | think how ontaaare we going to get to all these things, but |
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am confident that we have a really, really goodlknforce, excellent people supporting us, and
that we will all do our best to take things forward

So that turned out to be much longer than | intdnitléo, but obviously there are things that |

feel very passionately about and | would concliaeigh, by extending my very best wishes to
you, Governor and, of course, to Emma. | think dberpast four and a half, five years, we’'ve
had some very challenging and interesting conviersatwhich is absolutely as it should be,
and I'm grateful for your work and your clear lowéthe Falklands, and | don’t doubt at all

that you will take a bit of the Islands with you @hyou go, so | would wish you all the best as
you go to yet another Island, and I'm sure we wekp in touch. Thank you Mr Speaker.

The Honourable lan Hansen

Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members and YouceHlency, first of all Your
Excellency, thank you very much for your addressymg Honourable Colleagues have already
pointed out, it was a lengthy one, so well donegfetting through it as you did.

| concur with what my Honourable Colleagues havel ssbout most things, or about
everything actually, so | won'’t be repetitive. Irtk your address was indicative of how maybe
it's clear that the Falkland Islands Governmentsbdion, or the Falkland Islands’ ambition is
to keep moving forward, internally and internatitbpnaand | think later on today we will see
quite an ambition budget, an ambitious Capital Roogne which some people might find a bit
scary, but I think it shows a real intention fortaslo something and I'm sure that will happen.

Like my Honourable Colleague to my right, | willsexve my comments to pretty much my
Portfolio, that you mentioned, which of course mdtgency Services and Island Security.

In no particular order, I, too, am very pleased tha Maritime Authority is now established.
It's fairly new obviously, but | believe we are eddy seeing benefits from this that you
mentioned, so that's good news, and | would cdgtagtho the commitment that you
mentioned that is made by all of our Emergency i8esvpersonnel, they do a great job, and
not only those who are fully committed full timeytlthe volunteers that give up a lot of their
own personal family time to help those servicegajgein a correct manner.

The one thing that really strikes me over the fast years, maybe a little more than the last
four years, is now the relationship between theF-#dd BFSAI stroke MPC, the relationship

now | believe is probably the best it's been fdomg time, and long may that continue, and |

think a lot of that is down to, of course, the Coamaer of the British Forces and his team, and
| would like to give my thanks to Jonathon for mrakihat relationship as it is today.

| won’t go on any longer, Governor, apart from &y shank you and Emma for the five years
you’ve been here, you've not only been a great eaeofor the Falklands, but | would like to
think you have now made some friends down herecandinly Pat and | regard you as friends
and we were very pleased to be able to host ydiilla€Cove a few weeks ago, at our house,
thank you.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, or Speakers, and in rising to thankGbeernor for his address to this House, |
would perhaps just like to start by saying that wasonker, | think we can use that word in the
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House, and | take my hat off to you, you have beate hands down when it comes to the
length of an address and I'm not even going tadrghallenge that.

As you know, I've got an absolute love and deeprast in the history of the Falklands, and
there was an old pub called The First and Last, ahdourse, this is my first and indeed last
address from yourself here in the House as | ghiattable, so | do thank you for that. | thank
you for your time here in the Falklands, and | passmy very best wishes to you and, of
course, your wife in the future and the years tioabe.

| can only agree with what has been said beforel tienk one of my Honourable Colleagues
did mention that we are heading toward a bit otarg old time, inflation has left the train
station, it's heading in our direction, we are Ibehthe curve when it comes to inflation in the
Falklands, but it is going to arrive here and hkwe may have to gear ourselves up to perhaps
assist our people if things become too bad. | eatiey’'re already doing that in the United
Kingdom.

I’'m just going to say a couple words about tourisme, are gearing up for the forthcoming
season, we want to see people again, it was aoletwo years not having people about. We
want to see our second most important revenuenstie@ading back to the levels that it
historically was, and we also are seeing that tlsems to be pent up demand by people
wishing to travel, but | am cognizant that we atreeally going to know that until we get
closer into the season, and I'd like to say thaonk yo the two main agents here in the
Falklands and, of course, the Tourist Board theweselfor doing what work they can to try
and understand what is heading in our direction.

But we do have to be cognizant that we can stithtbected by things that happen upstream of
us, if there’s another variant of Covid that comaésng, it may well knock us sideways, but

I've got everything firmly crossed that it won't dwonce again the Falklands can welcome
visitors as we want to do.

The only other point | would make, a lot has besid,dout if we are to progress and develop at
the rate we wish, we need a buoyant private sesfuich is facilitated and encouraged by the
Government, and | pay tribute to all businesses,abid small, for what they have done, but |
would also like to pay tribute to a group of peopfthout whom no progress could be made,
and that is the work force, the employees, andnpleyers | do say treat them well and
remunerate them properly, as they are your greasssit and to the employees themselves, |
have to say thank you for all your efforts in trespyear and urge you in this coming year to
do a decent days work, for what | hope will be eethi¢ days pay. | thank you.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | along with evedybelse will be brief. | actually didn’t
think the Governor’s address was that long, | thielkcould do better at his next post, given the
chance.

It's the 40" year, it's a big year this year, @@nniversary of the Falklands War, with respect
to our present Governor, we're getting our firanéde Governor and, of course, ABBA are
having a reunion.
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I'll only speak about my Portfolio, which is the Blieal. The Medical Department is easily
taken for granted, we all have use at some poitiit the Medical Department, and | would like
to make a public thank you to those who are emplayehat department.

I'd also like to say thank you to the Reverend Faulds, who for all his work here in the

Islands during his time, and his wife, Claire, wischere at the moment, there can’t be too
many who haven't listened to his on occasion wiseds and I'd like to express my thanks and
wish him and Claire all the very best when theymeto the island currently known as the Isle
of Man.

The Governor is going in a few weeks’ time, théred words said later on, but | would like to
express my thanks, I've only worked with him foe tlast six months, but I've found him quite
good. The 1% I've dealt with and | do wish him and Emma hisenéfll the best on St Helena.

St Helena, of course, is another Overseas Territorg as it is the ZDAnniversary, I'd like to
make a public comment about the contribution SeRH&lmade to the Liberation of the Islands,
| think it's a very underrated contribution, and finat reason | have just raised that, Mr
Speaker, | support the Motion.

Mr Speaker
Does any other Honourable Member wish to speakHdm®urable Roger Spink.
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I'd like to thaniks Hxcellency for his address, I'd also
like to point out that it's the better forecastibg the Treasury which has really enabled us to
have a more expansive Capital Program, over thisyaad if anybody wants evidence of that,
they can have a look at the MPA road, which is ingarcompletion and all the other Capital
Projects which we now have the confidence becatismiobetter forecasting, to be able to
invest in, they’re very, very important pieces adri | look forward in the coming year to the
Retirement Living Standards work, which | thinkvery important work that we need to do,
and also work on Income Support and various otteasa

One of the notable successes of the last Assembly twe Child Care Provision in the
Nurseries, which has not only improved the qualiyt also the quantity of Nursery places
available in the Islands. I think it's a really kéyng for our society.

| won’t go on any longer because we’ve been lormugh, but I'd like to wish His Excellency
and his wife Emma all the best in their future enarirs, thank you very much.

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Mr Speaker, | know time is getting on, | won’t kegpu long, but | would like to thank the
Governor for all his efforts towards making thelfahds a better place, thank you very much,
and | wish yourself and Emma a very happy timedarynew posting.

| would like to briefly mention my Portfolio Depanents, the Environment is high on
everybody’s agenda, I've been really touched by hiog population seem to appreciate the
urgency of the preservation of the environmenthef Falklands, and that is backed up by a
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very efficient Environmental Team, | won't starbning through their achievements and plans
however, it's quite obvious.

| would also like to thank the PWD, it's one of thiggest departments in the Falkland Islands
Government, its got probably the most employeed, iadoes get bashed a bit from time to
time but | think they do an excellent job and Irtkdhe Director of Public Works and all the

component parts of that organisation for their gaoak and efforts.

| think the Platinum Jubilee Civic competition atheé awarding of the town of Stanley with the
title of city was a great symbol of the closene$she Falkland Islands and the United
Kingdom, and | think that's been demonstrated dier last few years by the huge support
we’ve had with the Global Pandemic and the goodeptae Falklands is in at this moment is
very largely due to the support given by the Bhitidovernment and | thank you for that.

Also, another symbol of the closeness of the Fatklislands and the UK is, of course, the
special guests we have here at this time. | wodteme you most warmly to the Falklands.

| would also like to mention the Falklands Conséora SAERI and the other agencies that do
brilliant work in providing us the material, the tdaand the perspective to protect our
environment. The future of the environment, botHad and sea in the Falklands is the future
of the Falkland Islands.

When we look at fundamental things, | was tryingtioritise what | said here, | would like to

acknowledge and thank Commander British Forcegtamavhole machine at MPC, and British
Forces South Atlantic Islands, the whole machime, their continued deterrence and also
support of the civilian community, it's another masf our close, essential links with the

United Kingdom.

Mr Speaker, | support the Motion.
Mr Speaker

All Honourable Members, | thank you for that. Ydaxcellency, | invite you to stay in the
House for further business.

It gives me great pleasure to invite the Right Hoable Sir Lindsay Hoyle, the Speaker of the
House of Commons in Westminster, to cross the bri® House and address the Honourable
Members.

Speaker of the House of Commons

Thank you Mr Speaker. First of all, Your Excellendyr Speaker, Honourable Members,
Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you so much for yourdedul welcome.

It is a great pleasure to be here today addressengalkland Islands Legislative Assembly.
And a great honour - for me personally - as thst Bver United Kingdom Speaker of the
House of Commons to visit your beautiful territory.

| first came here way back in 1999, as a new Mermb®arliament; | was only two years into
the job as the Member of Parliament for Chorleye Gakey Cameron, who | had known for
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many years before said, we’ve got to get you otthéoFalklands, and I've got to say, | was as
delighted then as | am now. So 23 years latel Itfeas well worth a second visit, no matter
how long that journey could be.

But of course, Chorley’s always had a great histati the Falklands, there is nothing new,
Clifford Kenyon, the Member of Parliament for Cheylin the 60’s, was sent to the Falklands.
He was a sheep farmer from Rosendale and had bedamber of Parliament for Chorley
since 1945.

What do you do with a sheep farmer? Who wants tmdbe Falklands in the 60’s? Clifford
Kenyon. Sheep farmer, Methodist Preacher, wassieleiment when he came here. So I've got
to say that was a good start for my relationsmhe fact that Chorley has got a little bit more
to tell you.

But tragically the war came and Mount Pleasanttbdzk rebuilt and needed new runways,
and the company that got the contract was Amey,Am@enajor construction company from
the UK, was actually from my village. This huge stvaction company had been started by a
man Leonard Furtluf, he’'d started doing gravestpaeded up being a major motorway
contractor, oil fields, you name it, the whole vabwas spread.

This visionary from Aldington, and of course peofstan Chorley, where | represent, many of
them, hundreds, came out to the Falklands, sodlegys have a story to tell, it's not about
when they went to Spain or Portugal, it's about by worked in the Falklands. And of
course, when | came, | noticed orange vehicles\gggortacabins, had all come from my
village, I'd seen them being loaded to be sent ahdpurse, | came then via Ascension Island,
there was also rebuilt the runway by Amey Constonc€Company.

In fact, the Major of Chorley, his son was the FiceDirector for Amey, who worked both in
the Falklands and at Ascension Island, so I'vetgsy, we build and build on that.

But when | flew down, there was this super stathenplane, and | didn’t realise who he was,
and we got to the airport, it was one said Hank y¥ana, and | had the pleasure of listening to
Hank Wangford playing at the Trough, that in itse#fs a great experience, so much so that |
believe it's still open on Saturday nights, buir aot quite sure whether Hank Wangford will
be returning. And, of course, the Lost Cowboysnkhs still looking for them.

But, of course, it is about those great links tHalieve I've got with the Falklands and with
Chorley and, of course, | see quite rightly, yoeewged City Status, your Capital Stanley, I'm
pleased you did it just for my visit, but the sigus still not up, so whoever is in charge of
Public Works, get those signs up quickly, | wanb&oable to take a photograph before | leave.

So I've got to say, it was a pleasure when | réad list out, of those who were successful, and
| think there was no more deserving than on tH&Atniversary, than Stanley receiving City
Status, of course, what a fitting honour to bedestl upon your capital as part of Her
Majesty’s celebration for the Platinum Jubilee.a&SdHer Majesty picked them out, | just want
to say my congratulations from the House of Commons

Of course, my arrival as | say, coincides with408 Anniversary of the Liberation of the
Falkland Islands, and there may well be many comanations taking place both here and in
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the UK to mark that unforgettable part of our higidnistory that shouldn’t have happened, but
did happen.

And unfortunately we mustn’t forget, you sufferea lost lives and the Argentinians lost
lives, it was a fruitless war from their point aéw, and the fact is we must never forget, but
we must continue to look forward.

So | am very pleased to be attending the eventumd&y to mark the battle and the Liberation
of Goose Green. | am sure for many Islanders atetares you will be welcoming back,
memories of those 74 days of enemy occupation vaal Im 1982 and the sacrifices that were
made, will be very emotional.

But, while the shock of that invasion leaves arelifde scar on the country and the people,
you and | remember the joy and relief we felt wigear freedom was restored. Winning the
conflict not only demonstrated the bravery and sifibur Armed Forces, but it also proved to
the Falkland Islanders that you, and your right¢edf-determination, were paramount in our
thoughts back home in the UK, despite the thousahdsles that divide us.

Commemorating this, the 40th anniversary, alsoeseas an important lesson to our children
and grandchildren and the value of democracy amddbrifices that were made on their
behalf. But even without this milestone momentdw that the reminder of what happened 40
years ago is always present.

As far as | am concerned, the sovereignty of tHkl&ad Islands is not for others to decide -
The right of self-determination is yours alone &xide which you did clearly in March 2013,
when 99.8% of Falkland Islanders voted in favoureshaining a self-governing Overseas
Territory of the United Kingdom. | really believédvas 100% but nobody wanted to be
known as North Korea.

Apart from this being the 40th Anniversary, itletfact that you are a very important part of
British Overseas Territory and that's what brings Imere. | have made different visits to
different Overseas Territories, but this one is stinimg special, as | say, | like to mention
Chorley, but Chorley is one of the few towns thgtd a war memorial to the Falkland Islands
and the conflict. It's got the names of all the ¥feGuards that died at Bluff Cove, it is so
special that we have a huge parade in Chorlelféhose who have served, so we have this
special relationship that we will keep going witihorley.

As | say, I've made Overseas Territories an abegubrity of my Speakership. In my
opinion, the OTs have been overlooked for too Igeg,so many of the decisions we make in
the UK have a huge impact on your future.

That is why we made history earlier this month jmite first Commons and Overseas
Territories Speakers’ Conference in London - aathlonly sorry, Mr Speaker, you were not
able to join us, but | do hope when the Conferaa@a next year that you will be able to join
us, the Caribbean may be a better attraction.

As | said during our virtual meeting last summars tonference was long overdue. There is,
after all a Commonwealth Speakers’ Conference; &@gakers’ Conference, so why not the
British Overseas Territories Conference?
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That three-day meeting was a great networking evemd a chance to get OT voices heard in
the UK Parliament. It gave OTs a platform on whizglspeak, to discuss their concerns and for
us all to share our experiences.

These face-to-face encounters are just so imposdrich is why | am keen to visit as many
Overseas Territories as possible during my tendftdle Covid got me off to a delayed start, |
began my tour in Gibraltar in December, | visited Sovereign Base Areas of Akrotiri and
Dhekelia in February, | am also very pleased tavitle you now.

| know that the continued development of your cibuisdn is important for you as the only
Overseas Territory that does not have a ministeyistem. If you wish, | am always there to
support and play any part | can to help with anp&idutional review you may wish to
undertake.

Now as the pandemic eases, | am very pleased thneg®turning to normal here. With more
young Islanders than ever before going on to Fudhd Higher Education in the UK and
beyond — with the majority returning, bringing wittem new skills, energy, knowledge and
experience that they will bring is so important.

And | am pleased to hear of the weekly air linkha@hile, it looks like it will recommence in
July, which along with the twice weekly air link @jated by the RAF from the UK, will
increase access to the Islands. It's good to Heautahe cruise sector is making tentative steps
back to the Islands with travellers eager to seg yonderful wildlife and beautiful

landscapes.

So, can | say, thank you for allowing me to talkyéw today, and for welcoming me, and two
members of my staff, Helen, Chief of Staff, Daviér Deputy, so thank you for the warm visit
that you provided and this is only the beginningd arore to come.

And please do not forget, that | am a champioriHerBritish Overseas Territories. | am here
to help, so please use the platform that my pasis®ffering you, to get your voice heard.

So can | wish you well, for a very strong futurelaet us put the 4bAnniversary on the map,
as we look to the 8band your success that continues to grow. Anddweto say, I'm so
pleased and privileged and humbled to be abledaksfp you today, so thank you all, thank
you very much.

Mr Speaker

Mr Speaker, | thank you. I invite you to take atswal remain within the Chamber for the next
Motion.

Clerk of the Assembly
Motion Number 09 of 2022 by the Honourable Leondé&tts.
This House thanks the Right Honourable Sir Linddayle for his address and we welcome

the potential further contact and cooperation betwtis Assembly and the Legislature of the
United Kingdom.
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The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you Mr Speaker and thank you Sir Lindsay afoabsolutely wonderful speech, | think

| speak on behalf of all my Honourable Colleaguss @l Islanders when | say what a pleasure
and privilege it is to have you here, not just auirole as Speaker of the House of Commons,
but, of course, what an honour for us to havetmgiSpeaker here, in our very humble little
Legislature, but it is wonderful and thank you.

| think there were so many wonderful comments erehl think we all have an awful lot that
we could learn from you so perhaps if the weatheses in we can take some speaking lessons
if the flights are delayed, although I'm sure CBH @ensure that doesn’'t happen.

| think as you said, it's 23 years since you fuisited and although you only landed yesterday,
and haven’t yet had a chance to see much of theds| you will have already have spotted
that there has been a significant amount of chanteat time. And that is something that is
just continuing and we will go forward from strehdb strength as you identified

And | would take the opportunity to again suppatiywords that the progress we have made
has only been possible due to the courage and domemi and the sacrifice of the Task Force
in 1982 and the support of the UK Government, awlividuals like yourself in the time since.

And | wasn’'t aware of the depth of the Chorley Imk clearly this is something that we need
to work on, so that was wonderful. It is a verysygpecial time to have you visiting and |
know we’re all extremely grateful that you managedéind time somewhere, in what | know is
an incredibly busy schedule, to come all this vaayd in the middle of our winter, but as you
identified, it is the 48 Anniversary, we've recently received City Statws!re about to
celebrate Her Majesty’s Jubilee, it is an extramady time | think, for the Falklands, so no
better time to have you here, but | hope that dbeseclude you from visiting again perhaps
some time when we can lay on some better weather.

Finally I would thank you, you've found time again,meet with me and other MLAs when
we’ve been in London, and we're always extremeateful for that, as we are for your efforts
to support the Overseas Territories, and to eledateecognition when we visit with you, and
that really is appreciated. It's something that ngea great deal to us and we’re very thankful
for that.

You are absolutely a champion of the Overseastdags, and that is a relationship we're
immensely grateful for and will continue to worktkviyou on. So I think | will stop there, other
than perhaps to finish by saying, I'm not sure thatcan provide anything that will rival your
Hank Wangford and the Lost Cowboys experience ft880, but I'm sure with our limited
means we will do our best, so thank you again éryisit and | propose the Motion, Mr
Speaker.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker, in rising to support the ot wanted to say that, very kind words
from yourself Sir Lindsay and I think from persoeaperience from coming to London to
present the flag to yourself, the experience ofgiieed tour that we received on that day, and
talking to previous Honourable Members as well,ullbe support you've given us in the past,
and | should say from Sukey as well, she spoke wetlyof you and still continues to do so.
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On your offers for help Mr Speaker, thank you venych for those. | am the lead here on the
Constitutional reviews so | would love to understanlittle more about the possible help we
could get on that. And may I just correct mysetinfrearlier and apologise for not welcoming
Helen and David into the House as well, you're w@gjcome and | hope you all enjoy the
Falkland Islands. Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you Mr Speaker and thank you to the Rightddoable Speaker of the House of
Commons, Sir Lindsay Hoyle, for his attendance laisdrery warming, humorous and
incredibly genuine words in the House today, I'siodlike to welcome the Chief of Staff, Helen
Woods and Deputy Chief of Staff, David Clark assis®f FIG.

It's the Platinum Jubilant citizens of the City$tlanley, are very proud to have you in our
humble city, which is an amazing thing to say.

Sir Lindsay’s visit to the Islands, alongside thgiR Honourable Amanda Milling MP, the
Minister with responsibility for the Falklands angst her many, many other duties is a clear
commitment | think of the close relationship tHa UK and the Falkland Islands can enjoy.
We are and always will be, as Sir Lindsay outliree@art of the British family.

We have very particular challenges and are sulgjéotgeo-political attacks in this part of the
world, but our society continues to prosper and:@sook forward at 40 in this anniversary
year, it's a chance to take stock of the achievésine Falklands have made, with the gift and
the protection the UK government has shown us theeyears, supporting our right to self-
determination.

The economy of our Islands is a great deal mor@uppity in it too though, and this can bring
benefit to the UK and taking the Sealion Projecamgxample, this has benefited contractors
in the UK Oil Industry already and several billivait to be unlocked, which might also mean
we do our part for the UK’s energy crisis and Britsupporting Britain, what's better than
that?

As mentioned previously, our Government also renraproductive conversations with
DEFRA and with the UK governments help, develop@imate change response and look at
protective measures to promote ocean health isdhth-west Atlantic, which aren’t just
important to us but are important to the world #melwhole British network.

There is so much opportunity in us working togetred | think over this visit we’ll be
highlighting these and | think you’ll go away prdibawith more than one or two bullet points
of things that we’ve reiterated over the past fewsd But | do really look forward to
exploring, | think the relationship between the gévernment and the OTs is actually
blossoming with the help of genuine people, sucyoasself Sir Lindsay in taking this
forward.

| would just like to say I look forward to meetiggu at Goose Green, obviously it's got quite
a personal note for me, my family was locked updltiring 1982. As sad as it is to remember
the war here, it's incredibly important to takect@nd to remember just how grateful we are,
but also looking forward at 40. The beauty, thearpmity | think that you’ve echoed in your
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address to the House, those are all things thatam you to be able to take away and build
and safe guard for the future. So | support theidothank you Mr Speaker, and thank you
again Sir Lindsay.

The Honourable lan Hansen

Thank you Mr Speaker and thank you Mr Speaker éoir yaddress, of course | obviously
reiterate what my Honourable Colleagues have saidaelcome you to this House and also
Helen and David; welcome.

It's a great honour and a privilege to have yolehef course, we’'ve met many years ago,
when you were, as you have been for years, thedviBliorley, and | think | attended
something like six or seven Party Conferences theeears and you always, | was there with
Sukey Cameron obviously and other MLAs, but youagisvcame to our stand, and didn’t ever
fail to call in more than once during a day somesmand chat with us and be very supportive.

And, of course, sometimes | remember you usedibhg trord Hoyle along, your father and a
great gentleman, and we really appreciated youp@upver the years, there’s no question
about it. And if | recall, sometimes in the eversnge’d go and have a few beers, but perhaps
the least said about that the better.

But just briefly I'd just like to thank you for nguist your support for all the Overseas
Territories, but for your support to the Falklamd®r all the years because that's been
tremendous and | for one feel absolutely confidegitl always have that support. Thank you
Mr Speaker, | support the Motion.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker and Mr Speaker, in just standing u@joasfew words, you rightly are famous and
proud of coming from the town of Chorley, you didmiention one other thing that Chorley’s
famous for, and that’s the cakes. I've tried to m#llem, | can't.

It must be quite interesting for you and your steklcome, who 48 hours ago were sitting in
the Chamber in London during PMQs, which by the vgdive here, so we look forward to a
little bit more of that, to our small Chamber hdvat welcome anyway.

It's the second time you’ve been here; I've heasdid that it was the weather that brought
you back.

The Speaker of the House of Commons

It's just like Lancashire.

The Honourable John Birmingham

Well yes, I'm sure you got up this morning and sthidse famous words “it’s turned out nice
again hasn'’t it?” | will be exceptionally brief,was given some advice, lots of advice, but
thank you sincerely for your support, continued parfy for all the Overseas Territories,

especially the Falkland Islands. The advice wasetgincere, be brief and be seated, | support
the Motion.
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The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to supploe Motion, I'd like to thank Sir
Lindsay Hoyle for addressing the House. | think Wisit here, together with the Minister
Milling is a sign of the support that we’ve recaivieom the UK government over the past 40
years.

It's particularly poignant that you're here in o468" Anniversary, and we look forward to that
friendship and support in the future years, sokhau very much indeed for your visit. Thank
you.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speakers, Honourable Members, I'd just likeis® rto echo the words of welcome to you
Sir Lindsay, thank you for coming down to see thaéklands and our paths, of course, have yet
to cross really, but my paths did cross with ongafr Deputies but a couple weeks ago when
| was up in the old country and bumped into on¢hef Deputy Speakers, Nigel Evans, at the
reception for the AK Island, and he very kindlydsdcome on down the road and have a
cuppa, tomorrow” so that's exactly what | did, sg thanks to him and to your office for the
kindness you've shown not just me but MLAs over ykears who have come in your direction
so | do thank you for that.

And what was | going to say now? Yes, well, befbsst down, | hope you have seen that
perhaps this House is slightly less boisterous thaur children back in the old country
although we have been known to push Mr Speakédtieabit, well, not quite too far sometimes,
but when he starts looking over his glasses | kit@wime to pull back, pull back, as they say.
Before sitting down though, | was trying to thinklmw on earth we could upstage your Hank
Wangford experience, and what I'm thinking is, IftBve a charango up in the loft at home, so
| may well haul it down and try giving you an AC/0OGne on it and see how we get on. Thank
you very much.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to speak?.i8dsay, thank you, and thank you
Governor for your speech, the House will now gm irdcess for ten minutes, but we would
like to please gather in the front for a photograph

Recess

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly

Confirmation of the Record of the Legislative Assdyrheld on the 28 of April 2022.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, | have before me a record af thst meeting of the Legislative
Assembly, is it your wish that | sign this as atrecord? Thank you.
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Clerk of the Assembly

Papers to be laid on the table by the Honourabief@xecutive. In accordance with Section
80 of the Constitution the reports of the Publiccdunts Committee in respect of audited
accounts:
e Falkland Islands Museum and National Trust Findn8tatements Year End 30 June
2021
* Falkland Islands Tourist Board Financial Statema&fetar End 30 June 2021
» Stanley Services Limited Financial Statements gat 30th June 2021
» South Atlantic Environmental Research Instituteafitial Statements Year End 30th
June 2021
* Falklands Conservation Financial Statements Yedr3dth June 2021
* Falkland Islands Meat Company Limited (FIMCo) Fiomh Statements Year End 30th
June 2021

In accordance with Section 80 (2) of the Falklasldrids Constitution the update from the
Public Accounts Committee in respect of internalireports:
* Follow Up Report 18/22 Social Welfare — Full Implentation

In accordance with section 38 of the Complaints @asioners Ordinance 2010:
* The Annual Report of the Principal Complaints Cossianer

In accordance with Section 80 of the Falkland d&a@onstitution, section 57 of the Finance
and Audit Ordinance 1988 and Section 9 of the M@&diest Ordinance 1989:

* The Media Trust Annual Report and Financial Statets 2021
Honourable Chief Executive
Mr Speaker, | hereby lay the aforementioned Papeitbte table.
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3pverthat the Public Accounts Committee
report on the audited accounts as listed by thekGied Follow Up Report 18/22 Social
Welfare — Full Implementation be noted.
Public Accounts Committee agreed in April that #oeounts provided had no further matters
to be brought to attention and will be publishedtlom website, the Social Welfare Follow Up
Report had full implementation, the Public Accouf@emmittee were content with the
recommendations made by Internal Audit and offere@dditional recommendation.
Mr Speaker
Thank you, and a seconder, please?
The Honourable Peter Biggs

Mr Speaker | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker
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The Honourable Peter Biggs to second. Does any Memish to speak to that Motion? No.
The Motion is that the Public Accounts Committeg®&¢ on the audited accounts as listed by
the Clerk and the Follow Up Report 18/22 Social fatel — Full Implementation are noted.

Is there any objection to passing that Motion? €hgmno objection, those Reports are noted.
The Honourable Roger Spink.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3)oventhat the Annual Report of the
Principal Complaints Commissioner be noted.

By way of explanation, the Principal Complaints Goissioner is to provide to the Governor,
before 3% March in each year, a report on the performancth&yComplaints Commissioners
of their functions in the preceding year. The Goweeis to lay the report before the Legislative
Assembly within 3 months after receiving it. Thig@g®rt covers the period March 2021 to
March 2022.

Mr Speaker

And a seconder, please?

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you very much. Does any Honourable Memberhwis speak to that Motion?
Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Annuap®t of the Principal Complaints
Commissioner is noted. Is there any objection tespa that Motion? There is no objection,
that Report is noted.

The Honourable Roger Spink

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3pVerthat the Media Trust Annual Report
and Financial Statements 2021 be noted.

The Annual Report contains a unqualified reporth®yauditors, thank you.
Mr Speaker
And a seconder, please?

The Honourable Mark Pollard
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Thank you Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, Honourable Members, does any Member wishspeak to that Motion?
Honourable Members, the Motion is that the MediaistrAnnual Report and Financial
Statements 2021 are noted. Is there any objectopatssing that Motion? There is no
objection. That Report and the Statements are noted

Clerk of the Assembly

Motions. Motion Number 10 of 2022 by the HonouraBkter Biggs. That this House agrees to
suspend Standing Order 5(2) for this sitting of thegislative Assembly to enable the
Assembly to take Motions, of which notice has bgemn pursuant to Standing Order 43, out
of order.

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Mr Speaker, | propose the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, and seconded by the Honourable JohniiBgimam

The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you very much. Does any Honourable Membehwis speak to that Motion? It is
purely procedural, Honourable Members, the Motisnthat this House agrees to suspend
Standing Order 5 (2) for this sitting of the Legisle Assembly to enable the Assembly to take

Motions of which notice has been given pursuar@tending Order 43, out of order.

Is there any objection to passing that Motion? &hisrno objection, that Standing Order is
suspended.

Clerk of the Assembly

Motion Number 11 of 2022 by the Honourable TeslyarkBnan. That this House notes the
comments and recommendations of the Public Accabatsmittee in respect of:

Falkland Islands Government Financial Statements Yar End 30" June 2021 with
recommendation

And in accordance to the Public Accounts Ordina2@@9 Clause 14 (1) a written response is
required to be submitted to the Legislative Assgnhlylthe Governor within six months.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman
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Thank you, Mr Speaker, in consideration of the lal# Islands Governments Financial
Statements Year End ®BQlune 2021 the Public Accounts Committee made ohewfing
recommendation; that the budgeting process shoaldeliiewed, especially in respect of
expenditure, it is important that the budgeted exare matches realistic expectations of the
work that can be achieved in the coming year ireoitd demonstrate an effective budget
process.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, and seconded by the Honourable PetgsBig

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Mr Speaker | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, does any Honourable Member wish to speathe Motion? No. The Motion
before the House is that this House notes the caortsmand recommendations of the Public
Accounts Committee in respect of the Falkland d$aovernment Financial Statements for
the year ending 3bJune 2021 and with a recommendation and in acooedaith the Public
Accounts Ordinance 2009 Clause 14 (1) a writtepaese is required to be submitted to this
Legislative Assembly by the Governor in Council @ffect, but by the Governor within 6
months.

Is there any objection to passing that Motion? &hgmo objection. That Motion is carried and
we will expect a response within 6 months from@wernor in Council.

Clerk of the Assembly

Motion number 12 of 2022 by the Honourable RogenkSprhat this House agrees to suspend
Standing Order 65 (1) and (2) for this sitting bk tLegislative Assembly to enable the

Assembly to take the Appropriation Bill 2022 withidurther reference to a Select Committee.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker | propose the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, and seconded by the Honourable MarlaRbll

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker
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Thank you very much, does any Honourable Membeh wispeak to the Motion? The Motion
is that this House agrees to suspend Standing @%lgil) and (2) for this sitting of the
Legislative Assembly to enable the Assembly to téke Appropriation Bill 2022 without
further reference to a Select Committee. Is thageddjection to passing that Motion? There is
no objection. Those Standing Orders are susperuadi$ sitting.

Clerk of the Assembly
Order of the Day Bills: the Appropriation Bill 2022
Mr Speaker

| invite the Honourable Financial Secretary to Répan the proceedings of the Select
Committee on the Estimates.

Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, the Select Comenitedd 13 meetings between the 2nd of
February and 27th April, all planned meetings tptdce plus additional sessions as requested,
that was 5 additional sessions in comparison talZ2 reflecting the importance that our
national finances warrant.

The meetings covered:

* areview of the State of the Economy with suppannfthe Policy team;

» discussions on Subventions — or grants — to outsadées with presentations from each

* review of Income Projections including reviews eé$ and charges;

» Presentations by FIG Directors who, in Legislatiane defined as the Accounting
Officers with responsibility for allocated budgets;

» Identifying priorities in operating budgets incladi changes to the staffing
establishment and reviewing the 10-year capitalg@mme and recommending
investment decisions on capital priorities, als&img sure that this was in line with the
emerging Islands Plan and budget principles;

* Reviewing a long-term 25-year financial plan;

Mr Speaker, the Treasury has prepared a budged basehe deliberations of the Select
Committee on the Estimates.

On 11" May 2022 a paper was submitted to Executive Cauhbis paper was entitled “Draft

Budget and Financial Plans for 2022/23 and beyoid’this Executive Council meeting,

Honourable Members approved the investment anayadlecisions as part of the Falkland
Islands Government 2022/23 Estimates.

Following approval by the Executive Council, twdi8have now been prepared:
* the Appropriation Bill;
» the Capital Appropriation Bill, both of 2022

| will give some more information later this morgimn what is contained in both Bills. But
there are background information that | think ipertant to help you understand the decisions
of the Budget Select Committee and the budget téjgeif.
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Firstly, back in December 2021 Executive Councpraped and amended a number of budget
principles as part of the “Budget Planning - 2032@nwards” that's paper number 201/21.
The Budget Select Committee has reaffirmed compdamth these principles.

Secondly, we are looking at a forecast operatirdgbtisurplus in the current 2021/22 financial
year of £23m, compared to an original budgeted Igsirpf £13.9 million. This financial
forecast was reported to the Standing Finance Cteenmeeting in April 2022.

Overall revenue for Falkland Islands Governmentlies current financial year is now forecast
at in excess of £104 million. Of this forecast mawe for 2021/22 the bulk is driven by almost
£38 million of Corporate & Personal Taxes; a furtB80 million of Fishing Licence fees; and
around £12 million of Investment Income.

The Falkland Islands Government maintains a he&ltysolidated Fund balance which more
than covers the entirety of our funding requirersefar financial year 2022/23. It is the

Consolidated Fund that represents the unrestrifiedls belonging to Falkland Islands

Government that are not allocated to other purpdsa®s very confident that we will continue

to deliver a healthy position through continuedrabmanagement of the public finances.

There are other healthy reserve funds to suppartontinuing financial health including the
Retirement Pensions Fund and the Insurance Fund.

Risks naturally exist of an unforeseen reductiomme or more of the main revenue streams
enjoyed by the Falkland Islands Government, sooéepted reserve of two and a half-times
departmental operating costs has been maintainddttas was once again reviewed as a
budget principle during the current year and wkhbw remain under scrutiny as we determine
the most appropriate financing strategies to meefudure aspirations.

With a strong economy and the particularly excelleantribution made by the fishing
industry, the finances of Falkland Islands Govemimemain stable. Other sectors such as
retail, construction, traditional farming activitgnd the current gradual resumption of tourism
activity also contribute in a meaningful fashion.eVWdo, however, remain mindful of the
continuing global supply chain pressures and sicamt inflationary challenges of the moment.

There will be a further review of the principles itdorm next year’'s budget and we are
planning a paper for the October 2022 ExCo meetingthis matter. Naturally Standing
Finance Committee will consider monthly outturns @Government finances throughout
2022/23 and ensure further scrutiny as major ptejae confirmed.

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this concludes eppnt on the proceedings of the Select
Committee on the Estimates.

Mr Speaker
Thank you, the Honourable Roger Spink
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | move that the report be accepted.
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Mr Speaker

Thank you and the Honourable Mark Pollard?
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Clerk of the Assembly

Appropriation Bill 2022.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, | propose the first reading of the.Bill
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, Honourable Members, the Motion is that Bill be read a first time. Is there any
objection to passing that Motion? There is no dimpec the Bill will be read a first time.

Clerk of the Assembly

A Bill for an Ordinance to authorise the Appropioat from the Consolidated Fund of
£151,809,835 for the financial year endelf 30ne 2023.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Thank you Mr Speaker, this Bill, the AppropriatiBill is for £151.8 million. The purpose of
the Bill is to authorise the appropriation of funiiem the Consolidated Fund for the next
financial year in accordance with Section 8 of fireance and Audit Ordinance 1988.

The draft estimates for 2022/23 comprise proposedgéted operating expenditure and
pension fund transfers totalling £92.4 million. Tto&al income budgeted for 2022/23 is £103.5
million, broadly equivalent with levels likely teebachieved in the current financial year.

Revenue budgeted therefore more than pays fordpenditure budgeted in the year, creating

an operating surplus. It is the delivery of a buddesurplus in the operating budget that funds
investment in inter-generational capital projecatd gupports the maintenance of a reasonable
level of reserves. Delivery of such surpluses aliVays remain crucial to the future aspirations

included in the Islands Plan for major capital siveents.

The second component of the Appropriation Bill israposed transfer from the Consolidated
Fund to the Capital Equalisation Fund. The Capttiglialisation Fund is where funds are set
aside in advance of the actual invoice and paymenssippliers for capital projects that have
been committed to.
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| will in due course give further details of the-gaing capital programme as part of debate on
the Capital Appropriation Bill.

As | have already stated the total Appropriatiofi pioposed for 2022/23 is £151.8 million

this is total amount of money that Falkland Isla@svernment plans to spend in 2022/23,
operating budget plus the amount that is neededpaup the Capital Equalisation Fund to
ensure that sufficient funds are set aside to pathke actual costs of capital projects.

If | break the Appropriation Bill 2022 down, it cers expenditure:
« £77.1 million for departmental net operating exptnd;
* £12.8 million for Islands Plan investments;
* £2.5 million Transfers to Pension Funds;
* And the transfer to the Capital Equalisation Fuh859.4 million

Departmental expenditure covers the budgets of GCenzial Services, Human Resources,
Health & Social Services, Education, Public Infrasture, Natural Resources, Corporate
Government Services which includes the Treasury egislative Services, Island Security,
Executive Management, and Economic Development.rEteperating expenditure for those
departments is £77.1 million I've just mentioned.

This reflects some significant changes agreed b\Bildget Select Committee which | wish to
highlight.

There are some agreed increases to commercialactitthat Government has to pay to
support delivery in front-line services, and otheinor amendments to operational
requirements.

We are aware of growing inflationary pressuresheméconomy, and our proposed budget uses
the reference quarter end of September 2021 tpeop cost of living increase in salaries for
government employees of 2.8% and the honourindl @haual pay scale increments for those
in post for longer than 12 months who qualify bstwe of acceptable performance. Combined
these factors contribute a significant increas€18 million to the cost of running the public
service.

As we move forward at 40, with a much bigger ecoponaving developed since the
Liberation of 1982; the delivery of effective pubservices has never been more vital.

The BSC process has therefore also agreed a nuohb@w posts as part of this budget
process and mindful of the challenges that thegmtedimate plays in recruitment this amounts
to approximately £1m of increased investment inspenel being partially offset by an

increased vacancy lag. Much of this is targetedvtgrosupports the health and social care
system of the Islands

Mr Speaker, moving on to the Islands Plan partheflbudget, this has been agreed at £12.8
million providing grant assistance to non-governmerganisations, social payments and
funding for other programmes. Although no new suares provided for on-going Covid 19
support it is once again anticipated that, wherailale, unspent monies currently forecast
will be carried forward to continue providing suppto various sectors as we continue to
emerge from quarantine restrictions as a resulie@pandemic.
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In terms of the main subvention bodies, the follogvallocations have been agreed:

* £500,000 as a contribution to the Tourist Board

» £450,000 as an operating subsidy to Falkland Isldddat Company with a further
capital contribution of £100,000;

e £272,000 to support Falklands Radio and Media veith additional £25,000 for
equipment;

* up to £750,000 to be made available to the Falklslashds Development Corporation;

» £210,000 to Falklands Conservation;

* and £90,000 to SAERI as they continue their vakiablentific work.

The Falkland Islands Museum and National Trustiksly to receive some payment from
Government based on part of the passenger levyuisecship passengers. We acknowledge
however that this remains uncertain due to presamism constraints. In addition to the
recently approved loan and grant funding to supgh&ti_ookout Gallery and Exhibition Hall a
guaranteed minimum of subvention of £170,000 ise@rovided.

A further sum of £95,000 is allocated for Membearyspbtentially support other small grants
during the year.

In line with recent years, an allocation of theatgls Plan budget is for the continued operation
of the ferry service, and despite recent publi@tpund the second flight; the budget also
acknowledges the desire of Members to maintainsapgort international connectivity.

Transfers to Pension Funds are made to preservdoftigeterm financial security of the
Falkland Islanders. Lump sum payments totallindg fiftillion will be paid into the Retirement
Pensions Scheme and the Pensions (Old) Scheme Fund.

Both pension funds are undergoing actuarial reviswghat scrutiny can be placed on the
liability compared to the assets, payments commgrnd the increase in payments going out
over time. This year’s transfers are based on pusvieviews. If need be, further corrective
action can be undertaken as part of the budgeepsom future years, or upon receipt of the
review. Initial indications are of an improved fumgl position due to excellent investment
performance. Decisions on future pension ratest muosure that any increases to the pension
are affordable both now and for future generations.

It is worth noting that approximately 20% of cutr@ontributions made by active members
that's non-pensioners, are financing the unfundeficid in past promises made to current
pensioners. In a period of potentially high inftetiour Actuaries are likely to advise us not to
increase pensions above inflation as this will éase the burden on current and future
contributors or taxpayers.

As | mentioned before, there will be a transfetht® Capital Equalisation fund of £59.4 million
for investment in capital projects, more informatto follow on that.

As I've also said, we're targeting a budget surfturs2022/23. This is not guaranteed and will
require careful on-going monitoring via the StamdiRinance Committee and additional
quarterly reviews with Accounting Officers.
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Turning now to Government revenue, Corporation @as Income Tax rates will remain the
same this year.

For fishing licence income, the budget reflectsrentr expectations across the coming five
years based on decisions agreed in Exco paper2li@&fid 184/21. This key source of
Government revenue will continue to be carefullynitared in conjunction with the industry.

In line with the assumption surrounding salariesas decided there would be an inflationary
increase of 2.8% across the bulk of fees and chdoyanost items. Not all price increases are
currently subject to legislation, so not all wik In the Finance Bill that | discuss later, but of
those that | think many people will be interesteg electricity prices will continue to be
reviewed each quarter but, this budget assumeswviiiesise to 29 pence per unit with effect
from 1st July 2022. However, with the rising prigiefuel, Standing Finance Committee will
continue to review this through the year.

There is an increase of 3.4% in annual servicegasato reflect costs of water provision. Non-
domestic costs for water, electricity and septitksaall rise by more than inflation to recover
current costs.

Welfare benefits and social payments all largelgrease by 2.8% including Family
Allowances which continue to be tax free. Studemt fostering grants, as well as allowances
for those receiving medical treatment overseas las@ been increased to reflect the rising
cost of living.

The capped level to the means tested Winter Flalvahce is also increased to £720 per
qualifying household, supporting those members wf society who are most in need of
assistance.

Retirement pensions will be increased by 2.8% ®7£35 per week. A piece of policy work is
on-going into Retirement Living Standards, and gkide the actuarial review this important
insight should also take into account the previassessments leading to the new system of
Single Income Support and the full range of allogesnabove.

The Travel Credit Scheme will again continue in 2@3 for eligible Falkland Islanders.

The minimum wage will increase significantly by &5rom £7.26 an hour to £7.73 an hour
from January 2023.

There are some increases in customs duties inviliheexisting policy:
» Beer & Cider 1 pence per litre
» Still, Sparkling & Fortified Wines 3 pence per ditr
» Spirits 43 pence per litre
» Loose Tobacco by 10% per kilogram
* And Cigars and Cigarettes by 5% per kilogram

We will publish a list of key budget highlights Inding the details that | have just mentioned.

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this concludes reggmtation of the Appropriation Bill
and | beg to move that the Bill be read a secand.ti
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Mr Speaker

And the Honourable Roger Spink to second.
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you. Honourable Members, the Motion is that Bill be read a second time. Does any
Honourable Member wish to speak to that Motion? fbaourable Teslyn Barkman.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you Mr Speaker and | thank the Honourableiféral Secretary for outlining some of
the highlights particularly in the Budget that tiidke a lot more discussion than even the length
of the debate in this House could truly cover.

I'd just like to pick up on a couple of points awdrtainly, as he mentioned in his first
introduction to the Appropriation Bill, that the 8get, or the Government Principal, that the
operational reserve of 2.5 times is to be mainthifast to kind of highlight that. Never has
this been more essential, not least to discuse ik going to make a change to that Reserves
Policy in the public forum, when we are enterintpia period where self-sufficiency is very
much in the forefront of everybody’s mind, the costiving and as we’ve just heard the cost
of electricity and basics are increasing for evagyo

| think this really puts a magnifying glass overawiive need to try to achieve in social equity,

the commitment this Government is now making im®pof increasing the minimum wage is a

huge part of that, but there is greater work talbee and as the Financial Secretary outlined,
that the pensions work is one part of that, but #iss Government needs to decide what kind
of basic living standard we should have in the lal#t Islands and then be working to make
sure that everyone can achieve that.

| do think in @ community this size we can takeeafoke approach if needs be, and work to
the evidence that's there, rather than try and &nehodel from elsewhere in the world and
hope it will apply and generate very specific extpgons, in a very specific place such as this,
with the kind of geo-political and economic redioos that we do have.

Moving on, | think just as a general comment, yoighth have picked up in the previous

Motion from the Public Accounts Committee, it's dio target budget surplus if that budget
surplus is unusually high it is an inefficient wfepublic funds to earmark them in that way so
finding the results of that recommendation willdracial | think, moving into this next budget

round, after this one.

Moving just briefly to some of the elements thatevet picked out, people in the public, when
the Budget is published, will note a significantrease in staff in the Civil Service, and while
I'll say | do not agree with every one of thesetpand perhaps was a little bit more brutal in
the discussions that happened at Budget Selech ant eye on savings for the future,
nevertheless the majority are in supporting ourltHeend Education Services and | think as a
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Government we recognise, and as a people we remg@nat spending in those areas is an
investment in our future.

There were a few changes in Natural Resourcesrndaa we've heard a few times today in
this House, making sure our economy is sustainfsléhe future is so important, that 104
predicted revenue, a large part of that is dowthéoNatural Resource Sector, so making sure
we have a great team there to give good oversigthtregulatory function is also something
that this Budget is hoping to achieve. Funding wasured for a new Head of Service, a
Fisheries Manager, to give that kind of oversight astrategy to the Fisheries Section in
Natural Resources. There’s also a Fisheries Ecatipwinich has been funded. Now those two
posts have been through ExCo for approval, but tfease been funded in this Budget round
and | think making sure we have robust economi@ det the most valuable asset of this
country is incredibly important and hopefully thitl bring some good results for the people
as we look to try and make this society more ebletat needs to benefit from the great gift of
our natural resources out there in the seas.

There has also been the establishment of anotekeifiés Observer to help move a part time to
a full time role in Fisheries Observer to bolstee team, as well as a dedicated Cephalopod
Scientist, again, the Loligo Fishery, lllex Fisheaye a huge mainstay of the Falkland Islands.
We need to make sure we’re working with the besikadge we can.

So there’s also been a considerable amount of Watks been undertaken by our Veterinary
Team to standardise Vet Fees, and they're stitehibly reasonable, but do reflect more of the
actual cost of service and more information on thik be put out in due course. The Ag
Advisor roles in the Agriculture Department, whibhve also been notoriously difficult to
recruit to, will be moved into a special consultarioe, so this will allow for work to be
designed with goal posts and then we can assignabik with actual real outcomes which
will hopefully bring tangible benefit to the Depawnts and to the goals of our Farming
community, so it's a good way to take what is arhitre of a strategic approach to some
budget lines that previously we haven't been ablese effectively.

The Directorate of Mineral Resources continuesetaipported with the base line expenditure
budget in this budget; no assumptions are beingeneadrevenue at this time, at least not any
strong ones. And it's certainly worth saying, amchas been a guestion when we went to
publish our Islands Plan about how explicit we laeéhg about our Hydro-Carbon Sector that
MLAs are awaiting clarity on the shape of Hydro-&ar exploration in the Islands but we
remain committed to uplift and support the Departhas needed.

And we’re also very grateful moving to the Abattdlrat those 450 thousand has been secured
and that 100 thousand for capital, | think it's Wosaying that the pandemic, has in a very real

way affected the running of the Meat Company armd tlas had huge ramifications across our

community, so making sure we can get an overhastrategy there and there are some strong
positive changes hopefully been made.

Thank you Mr Speaker, | support the Motion.

The Honourable Mark Pollard
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Thank you Mr Speaker, I'd like to start by thankiihg@ Honourable Financial Secretary and his
team for all the hard work behind delivering thiglget. It's not been inconsiderable that’s for
sure, and it is recognised.

Once again, Health and Education are the targetawmiy of our increases and we've also once
again run at a surplus, but we do face some platye infrastructure issues, | look forward to

reconsidering our Reserves Policy, | can’t find amdence to support where keeping two and
a half times annual operating expenditure in resesther than it feels about right.

| support keeping reserves and | support keepiamtat a reasonable level, but I've heard the
fund referred to as a rainy day fund, | do somesimwender with the infrastructure issues we
face whether we’re currently stood in the middledhunder storm and we’re too tight to build

a shelter. | suppose we could always build it witenrain gets harder or wetter.

| think there’s also some concern that we didntttge information from the Actuarial Review,
which the Honourable Financial Secretary mentioagdvell, he’s just mentioned that it will
be likely that the review will recommend no raideoee the rate of inflation. Recently I've
head discussion about the possibility of lookingPansion or Tax credits for those who are
hardest hit, seems like a sensible thing to ingatti and see what we can find. We’re going to
need to chase that and give some priority as Wwekiwant to see those options.

The Financial Secretary rightly mentioned the polerk on Retirement Living Standards,

but we must be doing all we can to root out hamsimd poverty in our Islands, identifying

those in need or most vulnerable and finding waysupport and help them. That was the
essence of the Motion that passed recently inHioisse seeks to achieve, but that will take
time so there is a possibility that we may haveetct more quickly on some things.

On a positive note, we've now finalised and puldstour Islands Plan, | feel that we've given
the environment much more priority than ever befarel this positivity must lead to delivery
in terms of action and progress, | do feel thatrevetying to tackle the right subjects and
believe that the Islands Plan does reflect my ielegiromises, | also feel that the work will be
challenging but it is also achievable, but we’ledehe support of not just the Civil Service but
also the community to achieve as much as we aspid®, and we as Members will have to
keep putting the funding towards the Environmeasglect of the Islands Plan.

Lastly, would be remiss of me not to mention thetFts quite simply the biggest economic
enabler that we will consider in a very long tint&s a huge chunk of our Capital Programme,
but without it | think our economy would be mass$yweonstrained. This investment will
underwrite much of our Health and Education as alll the other good things we seek to do
into the future.

Thank you Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to speak? Mbagon is that the Bill be read a
second time, is there any objection to passingMaton? There is no objection, the Bill will

be read a second time.

Clerk of the Assembly
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A Bill for an Ordinance to authorise the Appropieat Fund from the Consolidated Fund of
£151,809,853 for the Financial Year Ending 3dine 2023.

Mr Speaker

The Honourable Financial Secretary.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, | beg to move the Bill be read a thimte and do pass.

Mr Speaker

Thank you and the Honourable Roger Spink.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you very much. Honourable Members, the Motsthat the Bill will be read a third
time and do pass. Is there any objection to pagkeigMotion? There is no objection. The Bill
will be read a third time and do pass.

Clerk of the Assembly

A Bill for an Ordinance to authorise the Appropioat from the Consolidated Fund of
£151,809,835 for the Financial Year Endind'3dine 2023

The Capital Appropriation Bill.
Mr Speaker

| invite the Honourable Financial Secretary to liert report on the Select Committee on the
Estimates.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, thank you, the Select Committee on Esémates, made some substantial
conversation around capital programme and capitglemditure, particularly in terms of
developing our forward looking 10-year capital paogme with investment in roads including
the camp network, additional housing, quarry cdpaadaiilities, air services, public buildings,
educational facilities and to allow for inter-gesgonal projects such as a new port and power
station and discussions around the hospital maanizs

The capital programme continues with the additibm mumber of further projects including
provision for the new cemetery and crematoriumpitasworks as I've stated, police and fire
equipment; plus, a range of environmental initegivwhich include carbon flux towers,
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equipment to monitor climate change in Camp andetablishment of an Environment Fund
of £0.5 million a year from 2023/24.

As was the case last year the budgeted capitararoge includes estimated costs of major
infrastructure projects such as the potential foew port and a replacement power station, and
we are continuing detailed design work in both ¢hexeas.

Changes have been made to the financial allocatmiior timing of projects as required but,
again as | stated in this House in the past, theldpment of a longer-term plan helpfully
identifies the fiscal envelope within which we mustke our decisions for the future.

It is inevitable that in uncertain times our iniit@ updated estimates may not be in line with
tendered prices, this is an acknowledged risk. Tiesns there has to be flexibility in some
elements of the plan requiring difficult politicalhoices on resource allocations to be made at
appropriate junctures.

It is therefore entirely likely that start and cdetpn dates of some projects will change. It is
further acknowledged that there is a limit on th@y of labour and capacity available to
progress all projects at the same time, and weirea@uitely conscious of global impacts on
the prices of raw materials, fuel and shipping €ost

A key consideration of the Committee on the Estemas that we must have sufficient funding
allocated for the capital projects already commditte, which form part of our on-going
programme of work.

It should be noted that the forecast 2021/22 chpipenditure now stands at £39.3 million.
The full year revised projected capital budgetd022/23 amounts to £77.3 million, and there
continues to be regular reporting on progresseédfanding Finance Committee.

Honourable Members as part of the process requélttdwe instigate a way of ensuring
finalised capital commitments are only made withirtlpproval. This is designed to reinforce
their control over how any further variations indgeted costs or timing will be met through
the funds that have been properly allocated tdCtyaital Equalisation Fund.

| think it's fair to say that investment plans @mmew port may well be best delivered with a
level of external borrowings. There are differeptions to consider here, including the appetite
that exists to borrow at the time a decision isunegl, the form of borrowing and the need for
on-going review of likely Government income levdts support that in future years. In
addition, there will need to be a consideratiorotbfer assumptions, such as the extent to the
mix of borrowing and the extent to which our ressrean fund the development itself. Also
prevailing interest rates at the time, and of ceumhether or not rates of taxation or user
charges need to increase to fund investment ifutiee.

The continued maintenance of out A+ sovereign tmating for the Falkland Islands is, in my
opinion, critical to our global standing in respetffiscal management. It provides us with the
means to secure borrowing at competitive rates Idhibtbe needed to ensure large capital
infrastructure investments can take place.

In order to retain our rating important choices s made to deliver budgeted income in
excess of budgeted operating expenditure. It isd#lizery of financial surpluses in line with
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the recent years can help to service any borrowfogspecific projects and add to wider
reserves over time. Clearly, we still anticipatensoof our accumulated reserves will be used
to pay for investments in the capital programme.

Mr Speaker, as has been raised by the Honourabke Bdrkman, | confirm the Budget Select
Committee has stuck to the principle that the rafiomaintaining 2.5 times departmental
operating expenditure in reserves will continuen® met throughout the forthcoming financial
year.

To continue to maintain oversight of this positimnd future financing requirements, regular
forecast reports will be provided to the StandimgaRce Committee. A close watch is kept on
areas of risk and volatility within both income asyending, particularly in respect of capital
projects, that activity will clearly receive everegter scrutiny in the current uncertain climate.
Our budget process for 2023/24 will provide oppoitiuito review and revise the capital plan
if necessary; although we are all aware that furtleeisions with long-term implications may
need to be made within the next 12 months.

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this concludes eppnt on the proceedings of the Select
Committee on the Estimates.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

You move that the Report be accepted?
The Honourable Roger Spink

| move that the Report be accepted.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, and the Honourable Mark Pollard?
The Honourable Mark Pollard

| second the Motion.

Clerk of the Assembly

Capital Appropriation Bill 2022.

Mr Speaker

The Honourable Financial Secretary

The Honourable Financial Secretary
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Thank you Mr Speaker, may | propose the first neguaif the Bill.
Mr Speaker

And the Honourable Roger Spink?

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

MR Speaker

Thank you. The Motion is that the Bill be read #&ofirst time. Is there any objection to passing
that Motion? There is no objection, the Bill wikklbead a first time.

Clerk of the Assembly

A BIll for an Ordinance to authorise the withdrawedm the Capital Equalisation Fund of
monies for capital projects.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Thank you Mr Speaker, as stated this Bill authgrigee appropriation of monies from the
Capital Equalisation Fund — yes, this authorises withdrawal of money from the Capital

Equalisation Fund to fund capital projects. | hdescribed the on-going capital programme. |
do know what I'm doing, honestly.

The Bill is for £58.7million, that's the funding dh is required in 2022/23, calculated by
reference to the Full Capital Programme of £77.Bani of which there is an estimated £21.6
million that was approved in 2020/21 that was ruend in that year and which is therefore
carried forward into 2022/23 and Legislative pesiaa is not required to spend that money
again.

During the course of 2021/22, approval for addiocapital expenditure of £3 million was
given. Legislative permission does need to be grhtd spend that money.

So the Bill in summary is £77.3 million less £2i@lion, plus the addition of £3 million in
the current year approvals, totalling £58.7 million

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this concludes mmgsgnmtation of the Capital
Appropriation Bill to this House and | beg to mdheat the Bill be read a second time.

Mr Speaker
Thank you, the Honourable Roger Spink.
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.
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Mr Speaker

Thank you. Honourable Members, the Motion is tinat Bill be read a second time. Is there
any objection to passing that Motion, or in facesl@ny Honourable Member wish to speak to
that Motion? The Honourable Teslyn Barkman.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you Mr Speaker, | was very glad first to hisg comments on the port and the financial
planning behind it, I think it's essential that we@mmunicate this to the public and | hope this
is the start of that journey and taking the publith what is going to be a significant
investment in our future.

The Environmental Fund was mentioned there angubtllike to pull it out a bit, so we have
ear marked aside a large amount of money whichrevget to fully design a plan to how it can
best benefit the Islands. I'm really looking fondain how we're going to do this, because |
think this is the space that, as | was describivitgt feels like: oh yes, it was many hours ago
when we were talking to the Governors address,ishi®ow we can hopefully start to achieve
some of the work in the Environmental Strategy aneate some FIG incentives that will
actually give some lasting benefit, and hopefubyable to do that swiftly.

So thank you Mr Speaker, that's what | was planthingay.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to speakdédvtotion? No. The Motion is that the
Bill will be read a second time. Is there any obgt to passing that Motion? There is no
objection. The Bill will be read a second time.

Clerk of the Assembly

A BIll for an Ordinance to authorise the withdrawedm the Capital Equalisation Fund of
monies for the Capital Projects.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Thank you Mr Speaker, | beg to move the Bill bedradhird time and do pass.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, Honourable Members, the Motion is that Bill will be read a third time and do
pass. Is there any objection to passing that M@tibimere is no objection. The Bill will be read

a third time and do pass.

Clerk of the Assembly
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A Bill for an Ordinance to authorise the withdrawedm the Capital Equalisation Fund of
monies for the Capital Projects.

Finance BiIll.
Mr Speaker

| invite the Honourable Financial Secretary to agaport on the proceedings of the Select
Committee on the Estimates.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Thank you Mr Speaker. In reporting back on the almmmittee on the Estimates in relation
to the Finance Bill. You have already heard thasihmices charged by Government will, in
general, be increasing in line with the assumpsamrounding salaries for an inflationary
adjustment of 2.8% as a cost of living pay award.

Some of the things that Falkland Islands Governmbkatges for exist in Legislation, others do
not, the Government seeks to be as transparerisaibfe in the basis for the prices charged.
Prices charged should be the result of a policysaet, informed by the financial ambitions
and constraints that the Government has, as wekiag fair and equitable.

The changes proposed within the Finance Bill of2fi#m part of the overall 2022/23 budget
and the on-going financial plan.

As part of the Budget and Legislative Drafting pss this year fees have been reviewed, some
are increased and some are decreased.

Notable changes include:

* The price of a banking licence to operate in thél&ad Islands increases from
£13,000 to £14,000 per annum from 1 January 2023.

* As stated before, the minimum wage increases fr@rA&Ean hour to £7.73 per hour
from 1 January 2023;

* Embarkation taxes increase by £1 from £26 to £2peeson from 1 July 2023;

» Retirement Pensions increase from £163 to £167&65 week and contributions
increase from £39.50 to £40.60 per week on 1 Jgn2@23. The shared burden for
employee and employer contributions therefore emego £20.30 per week in line with
inflation.

* A power to raise charges for use of the town t®Hldquired as are powers to provide
for medical care and provide financial assistarc@drsons receiving care of which
more follows.

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members this concludes mgrteon the proceedings of the Select
Committee on the Estimates in relation to the Foeaill 2022.

Mr Speaker

Thank you very much. The Honourable Roger Spink
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The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | move that the Report be accepted.
Mr Speaker

Thank you, and the Honourable Mark Pollard
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you very much.

Clerk of the Assembly

Finance Bill 2022.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

| beg to move the first reading of the Bill, Mr $jer.
The Honourable Roger Spink

| second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is the Bill be readirst time. Is there any objection to
passing that Motion? No. The Bill will be read esfitime.

Clerk of the Assembly

A Bill for an Ordinance to make provision for inagng various charges and fees; exempting
electric vehicles from vehicle duty; increasing theescribed rate of retirement pension
payments and contributions, childcare subsidy, faallowances and the minimum wage; and
powers to charge for medical care and provide firdmassistance to persons receiving care
and connected matters.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this is the anRusnce Bill, providing for increases in

existing statutory fees and charges by amendind éggslation under which those fees and
charges are payable, it also amends other Legislat uprate family allowances, retirement
pensions (as well as increasing contributions)dchre subsidy and the minimum wage.

In terms of coming into force dates, Clauses 2 &) and (4) provide that the amendments
have effect from 1 July except for —
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» charges for licences for financial institutions andhe Banking Ordinance 1987
(increased from £13 000 to £14 000) which haveceffer 1 January 2023;

» the uprated embarkation tax (increased from £262f0 which has effect from 1 July
2023.

The Bill amends the Legislation relating to the mmnm wage, family allowances, retirement
pensions and contributions to retirement pensiatts effect from 1 January 2023.

Section 3 revokes the Customs Order 1948. The Qmposes customs duty on alcoholic
beverages and tobacco and tobacco products inguiyarettes and cigars. These duties are
uprated annually by Resolution of the Legislatives@&mbly under Section 113(1) of the
Customs Ordinance 2003.

The Bill introduces new charges by amending thie¥ahg Legislation —

* The Stanley Town Public Services Ordinance: incdudew a new Section 25A that
enables the Financial Secretary, with approval @n@ng Finance Committee to
introduce new charges for the use of the Town Blaliny part of it. The charges must
be published by notice in the Gazette; and

» The Electricity Supply Regulations: Regulation B\replaced to provide for a new
charge of £750 for the connection or discontinuasfca 3-phase service. The charge
for connection of a single-phase service to privagsidential accommodation is
increased to £330.

The Bill also amends the Public Health Ordinanc@418 provide a new framework for

charging for medical care, under new Section 44 Glowernor in Executive Council may

decide to impose charges for any aspect of medaral or medical evacuation. A patient who

is —

* unlawfully present in the Falkland Islands; or

* in one of the categories of persons who are sulifgdmmigration control listed in
subsection (2)

must pay those “approved charges”.

This provision will enable the hospital to recowte costs of medical care provided for
persons who have no or limited connection with Fa¢ékland Islands or who are required to
make provision for the cost of medical care befmming to the Falkland Islands, for example
by taking out health insurance as a condition eirthermit.

Everyone else must also pay the approved chargessuthey are exempt. The power of
exemption can be used to benefit persons who are —
» “ordinarily resident” — people who live in the FRkd Islands and have a settled
connection with the Islands, whether here in thertsbr long term; and
* have —

o Falkland Islands status,

0 apermanent residence permit,

o leave to enter the Falkland Islands under Secti@) 84) or (5) (including
diplomats, the Governor, UK civil servants, membeairshe armed forces and
their dependents) or 15 (refugees) of the Immigrae@rdinance 1999,

a dependent permit,
0 a carer permit or

(@)
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0 a work or accompanying dependent permit to whidsseations (2)(e) or (f) do
not apply.

The power of exemption can be exercised to makierdiit provision for persons who are
Falkland Islanders or permanent resident permitidrsl and persons who are not, if such
discrimination can be justified as reasonable amgbqrtionate in accordance with Section 16
of the Constitution.

The approved charges and any exemptions must Heslpedb in the Gazette. The Governor
has the power to waive the charges.

Subsection (6) provides that the approved chargemédical care do not apply to those who
are in the scope of a reciprocal health care ageaemThis does not apply to charges for
medical evacuation. At the present time, onlyBinéish Government has such an agreement
with the Falkland Islands Government.

The new Section 44A of the Ordinance provides aesponding power to provide financial
assistance with the costs of obtaining medical t@r@ersons who are exempt from charges,
in particular costs of travelling to appointmentsd aof accommodation and living expenses
while receiving care that is provided overseasnafcial assistance can also be provided for
any person who is providing care and support teragn receiving medical care overseas. The
Governor in ExCo must publish criteria for givingsastance under this provision.

New Section 44B of the Public Health Ordinancensrderpretation provision. It sets out a
new definition of “medical care” which replaces tlepealed definition of “medical services”.

The definition makes it clear that medical treattmewerseas arranged by the hospital is
included in medical care that can be charged fblospital” is also defined to include Tussac
House.

Electric vehicles are exempted from duty by théd Biimoves vehicle duty on electric vehicle
by adding such vehicles to the list of exempt Jvelsian Section 4 of the Road Traffic
Ordinance 1948. The new exemption applies tolatitecally propelled vehicles, including
electric bicycles, but not to “hybrid” vehicles.

There are minor and consequential amendments tadbislation that is otherwise amended
for the purposes of uprating. In particular —
* The Court Fees (Family Proceedings) Rules 199Z2aarended to reflect changes to
family law resulting from the introduction of ciilartnerships; and
« The Road Traffic (Provisional) Regulations Ordei89s amended to remove the
statutory application forms for vehicle registratiand drivers’ licences. This will
enable the application forms to be updated as sapgso meet the operational
requirements of the Royal Falkland Islands Poligdout Legislative change in future.
The intention is to put these updated forms online.

Mr Speaker, | believe that covers all the changethé Legislation required for the items that
have been included in the budget workings.

Before concluding my longest, and regrettably mygt,lebudgetary presentation to this
Assembly, | should very much like to consider theldpet planning and budget setting process
overall.
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Against a challenging global backdrop and an amistiagenda for the future | consider the
overall process to have delivered a pragmatic ambible example of decision making.
Conceptually, a budget is a form of wetsuit, withihich we keep the finances of the country
tight and secure against those uncertain tideshwiigy seek to overwhelm our stability.

| would like to express sincere thanks to my cgjless in all Government departments for the
time that they have spent preparing budgets anddging additional information, often at very
short notice.

| also thank the management and team members ofnthi@ subvention bodies and
congratulate my colleagues in the Attorney Gengrtalam for drafting the Bills in a very short
time.

Reflecting as others have done, on the assistantdeeodlreasury team, nothing is achieved
without their support, their hard work, sometimedilupreposterous hours of the night and
their dedication, and | publicly thank every singlee of them. Their stock rises daily in my
eyes!

| also wish to thank the Honourable Chief Executiee his leadership and support, and
Honourable Members of the Legislative Assembly fiweir continued attention and
engagement throughout this budget process, leraghywas. | think it fair to say that we've
probably all had our rhinoceros hides tested ag¢sinbut we have emerged with consensus and
a plan for the future.

| believe this reflects well on the capability otiroeconomy and the benefits of self-
determination as we continue to build further beydme 40th anniversary of the Liberation
and move forward in a balanced way.

Mr Speaker, | close by offering personal thanksvery single member of the community,
their friendship and encouragement to learn verghmabout these wonderful Islands, it has
contributed greatly to my own understanding.

And Mr Speaker, | beg to move the Bill be read@sd time.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion and in rising toosel the Motion | would like to thank the
Honourable Financial Secretary for his guidanceughout the budget setting process, and
that of his staff, the hard work of his staff. Ink we’ve been very fortunate to have him in
post during this very difficult period in the wortonomy terms. Thank you.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Billrbad a second time. Does any Honourable
Member wish to speak to that Motion?

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
Held on Thursday 27May 2022
57



Yep sorry, me again, | think, certainly, I'd like take this opportunity and planned to the end,
to thank the Honourable Financial Secretary anéeddhe Head of Finance who is also here
today, as well as the team, the Legislative drafteveryone who has been involved, the Heads
of Department in my own Portfolio, and across Gowegnt have all done exceptional work
and | think this budget round has probably beeridghst painful due to it all being streamlined
in a particularly useful way.

There is some very real life effect that's goingotigh this Finance Bill and quite rightly,
we’re probably going to be questioned about somth@de decisions, and as the Honourable
Financial Secretary rattled very quickly becauséevall keen to get to lunch, through some of
those changes, one that might raise an eyebrowhwigrobably worth giving a bit of
explanation to is the suggestion of charging ferdke of the Town Hall.

So certainly it's probably worth saying that it'edn amazing to see the uptake from the public
to use what is an amazing public asset and pasthgfthis was brought forward, or there’'s a
discussion is around the need for a deposit torertbat that great asset is cleaned, or at least
the cost of the cleaning work can be recoveredihab we can continue to have that asset
available for everyone who wants to use it.

So just to say, don’t be too spooked, it's moré fjasnake sure that it's there for the future and
hopefully people will realise that that's a sensitiling. Thank you Mr Speaker.

Oh, and also, yes, we’re getting new stamps, tlyaiisl.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to speakdédvtotion? No. The Motion is that the
Bill be read a second time. Is there any objediiopassing that Motion? There is no objection.
The Bill will be read a second time.

Clerk of the Assembly

A Bill for an Ordinance to make provision for inagng various charges and fees; exempting
electric vehicles from vehicle duty; increasing theescribed rate of retirement pension
payments and contributions, childcare subsidy, liaallowances and the minimum wage; and
powers to charge for medical care and provide firdrassistance to persons receiving care
and connected matters.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Thank you Mr Speaker, | beg to move the Bill bedradhird time and do pass.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker
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Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Billrbad a third time and do pass. Is there any
objection to passing that Motion? There is no dimpac The Bill will be read a third time and
do pass.

Clerk of the Assembly

A Bill for an Ordinance to make provision for inagng various charges and fees; exempting
electric vehicles from vehicle duty; increasing theescribed rate of retirement pension
payments and contributions, childcare subsidy, liaallowances and the minimum wage; and
powers to charge for medical care and provide firdrassistance to persons receiving care
and connected matters.

Motion Number 13 of 2022 by the Honourable Finah8acretary. It is proposed that the
Legislative Assembly, under Section 113 (1) of tBastoms Ordinance 2003 makes a
resolution —

(a) To increase customs import duties payable on almheverages and tobacco products

as follows-

On cigars from £420.05 to £441.05 per kilo;
On cigarettes from £452.46 to £475.08 per kilo;
On tobacco from £289.35 to £318.29 per kilo;
On spirits from £14.24 to £14.67 per litre;
On beer (including cider, perry etc) from 38p t@3r litre;
On wines (both still and sparkling) from 94p to 9y litre;
On spirituous beverages from £7.64 to £7.87 pe; lénd
On fortified wines from £1.12 to £1.15 per litre.
A duty of £1.15 per litre will also for the firsinte be imposed on the importation of other
strong liquour. “Other strong liquor” is an alcoltobeverage that is not spirits, beer, wine,
spirituous beverages or fortified wine within theaning of the Ordinance i.e. it contains more
than 12% alcohol by volume but less than 22% alcbp@olume.

(b) To amend the Customs Order 1948 to reflect theeas®s; and
(c) For the increases to come into force on 28 May 2022

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Thank you Mr Speaker, | propose the Motion.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, does any Honourable Member wisgpeak to that Motion? No. The
Motion before the House is that Legislative Assgmbhder Section 113 (1) of the Customs
Ordinance 2003 makes a Resolution as detaileddZtérk, is there any objection to passing
that Motion? There is no objection. It is therefoesolved by the Legislative Assembly under

Section 113(1) of the Customs Ordinance 2003, dh@esolution as detailed by the Clerk is
now passed.
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Clerk of the Assembly

Motion for Adjournment

The Honourable Chief Executive

Mr Speaker | move that the House be Adjourgsied die.
Mr Speaker

Thank you, Honourable Members, we are at the eradlafig morning, who wishes to speak to
that final Motion? The Honourable lan Hansen.

The Honourable lan Hansen

Yes, thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members,isimg to support the Motion for
Adjournment | did have a thought | might go andatréhe Honourable Gavin Short’s record
today but | don’t think I'll bother now.

No, | just wanted to concur with what other HondleaMembers have already said, I'd very
much like to thank the Financial Secretary andghis team for the amount of work that they
have put in for this budget process. Thank you weugh. | support the Motion.

Mr Speaker
Thank you. Does any other Honourable Member wissptak? The Honourable Mark Pollard.
The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. | justte to touch on two topics really, one
was on people leaving, and unfortunately in my fBbot, we seem to have hit a period of
many outgoing staff, and I'm sure they'll all bess@d. The work you've all carried out may
not get the recognition it deserves, but I've sgaur tireless efforts and | take my hat off to all
of you.

I'd like to mention two in particular, if | may. Ehoutgoing Director, Catherine Silva Donarye,
who has been involved in so much over the lasethrael a half years and also Lynn Brownlee,
who has worked for FIG for what seems like an etygrmMr Speaker, and will be sorely
missed.

But where there is a cloud there is often a silugng, and I'd like to welcome all of the
incoming civil servants, particularly within my Rimlio and I'm sure their job and their role
won't be easy, but | hope it will be rewarding.

And secondly, Mr Speaker, as we head toward 40sysimce our Liberation from enemy
forces, | feel it would be remiss not to say a guiging, but | feel we have to continue to
combat the rhetoric from Argentina and its suppsrtand to highlight the ignorance and
complete opposition to our basic human rights,ighlight the constant bullying and sanctions,
to point out the ambivalence or even worse, supjoorArgentina, who strive to colonise us,
we must be ever vigilant. We don't receive the supmve should from those outside of the
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UK, the reality is that most of the rest of the ldoare not willing to stand up for our basic
human rights and we must change this.

Even if it's only a little at a time, and we mudsa be unafraid to point out our growing
strategic importance in the region, whether inigy science, as environmental custodians, as
a gateway to Antarctica, as a vital ally to othdrsGn the Atlantic, we are a consistently stable
rock of democracy in an unsteady and changing sea.

I’'m sure my Honourable Colleagues heading overshagly will be pushing on these things,
but we must also highlight them from here as wérdm abroad. Mr Speaker, thank you.

The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I'm not going teasr my record, | have no intention of
doing that, I'm hungry. | would just like to pay lgic thanks to the Treasury staff and
everybody involved in the budget this year, theyehavorked long and hard and | know
they've done some horrendous hours up there antthamks to them.

| just want to cover off a couple of points if | ypastarting with my recent foray into the world,
one of the most pleasurable parts of that trip thage-acquaintance with the AK Island, or the
lleen, as some of the old timers used to call iclw was in London when | was there.

As a lad | had many a trip on her up and down ten8l and in later life when | was a docker,

| had a trip up the Berkeley Sound on her as gék, was a beautiful vessel then, but now she
is absolutely glorious in condition thanks to teaavation work that has been done on her, and
it was a pleasure to see such a grand old ladyglgguen a new lease of life.

At that Reception as | made mention of earlieyped into the Deputy Speaker of the House
of Commons who kindly invited me for a brew theldaling day and | would like to extend
my thanks publicly to Mr Nigel Evans for his kindiseand for giving me a tour of the House
of Commons, which was a real pleasure.

Whilst in the UK | also met with some of the patefrom the KEMH in the Southampton
area, and by chance when | was returning, the lerdmm that | was in in Oxford, was home to
further patients so | was able to return home waitist of their observations and suggestions of
things that might make the patient experience &etter.

What | do have to say though is that no one csgidiour Medical Co-Ordinator here in the
Islands, or in the London office, | do feel that tBuggestions were made in a spirit of
helpfulness as opposed to unhappiness. | have fdedahat list to the KEMH and asked that
it form part of the agenda in the open sectionhef Health and Medical Services Committee,
so that the public can have access to the obsengatind hear the responses.

The Regional meeting of the Decolonisation Commaitteld in St Lucia, which was the real
reason for me lurching forth was a bit of an eyermgy. Whilst I've been to the main C24
meetings in the United Nations on a number of dooas this was the first time at a pre-C24
for me, and that’'s what | call it, | think it dobave a fancier name.
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And | can see to a point the value of attendindikarthe C24, you can meet and talk with
Members of the C24 as well as Delegates from atbarSelf-Governing Territories, as we're
referred to.

On the opening day, just about to a person the Mesnbf the C24 waxed lyrical about self-
determination, which caused me to return to mylhartd completely re-write my presentation.
Self-determination they wanted, and self-deternmathey got from me. Those of you who
know me well will know that | don’t do purple anldiffy or diplomacy too well, and they got a
full on taking to task about their denial of seHftermination in the Falklands and their silence
when asked to visit the Falklands.

As | had hoped, my taking them to task did get bikthem to respond, saying that they were
of the opinion that a visiting delegation from 624 should never set foot on the Falklands,
one country was Venezuela, which is no surpriselsivthe other was Chile, which was a bit
of a surprise to me, and perhaps a disappointment.

In their responses to me, a lot of the C24 Memlkdsa 180 degree swing, going from
championing self-determination to actively speakagginst it for the Falklands. Given that
this Committee is in the main, seems to be morerésted in re-introducing a real colonial
situation into the South Atlantic, by supporting txanding over to the Argentines against our
wishes, you may wonder why we should even bothending.

Well, the reason is this. The Falklands and Gibardiave their own places on the agenda, they
will stay on that agenda and if we didn't attertte Argentines and their sympathisers would
have it all their own way. By us being there, thisreeturn fire.

MLA Roberts and | will be attending the main C24June, which is altogether a more staid
and stage-managed affair and for my part | shailtinae taking the Committee of the C24 to
task for supporting the colonial and expansionesigés of Argentina. And of course this
unfortunately means that we won'’t be here in thigl&ads to commemorate and celebrate our
40" Anniversary of our Liberation, however | can shgttit is my firm intention to be in the
Falklands for our 59 Anniversary in one form or another.

Finally I'd just like to touch on the Gateway Prctjewhich | inherited with my Portfolio, there
are many strands and one of them is a Scientifirdr€eand yesterday | had a walkthrough of
those plans and costing’s for the Centre with SABRIilst | can see that given the present
tightness in the budget situation as we hold odlective breaths and wait for the final
numbers for the new Port etcetera, my Honourablee@gues may feel that they cannot shell
out the amount needed, I'm happy to report thatetineay be other funding streams available
which will come together to form a package anddbst to FIG, if everything comes together
nicely, may not be that ferocious.

There was a presentation to MLAs whilst | was away | would urge them all to keep an
open mind. Let SAERI work through the funding opscand see where we end up. Such a
centre, just like the Port, will generate econoagtvity within the Falklands, and put in place
one of the Gateway Projects that we say we ar@ep to see progress.

Who knows, we may be able to use similar modeiswéard investment in the Tourist Sector
as we battle to get funding for a proper solutiorihte tender landing area at the Public Jetty.
And with that | support the Motion and will be quie
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The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you Mr Speaker, | know that everybody’s aviary after what has been a very long
session, but | think it would be completely remmss to speak in recognition of just where we
are at the moment.

We're working our way through the #0Anniversary season if you like, where we mark all
sorts of very significant dates and losses and ithaery difficult for our community every
year, and | think this year in particular, | setis&t it's hitting home quite hard for an awful lot
of people, but it is wonderful that we have beele &b welcome veterans back and that despite
fears about Covid and all sorts of other thingst tive have been able to get together to
commemorate and celebrate these incredibly imporésvents, in what is a very, very
significant time for the Falklands.

| think 1 would completely echo much of what my Homable Colleague MLA Short said
about our political messaging, | won't go into lit ave know the situation with Argentina, and

| think there can never be any weakening at alloof message or our stance on self-
determination, and our push to get that understoatlappreciated by not just other countries
around the world, but also making sure its fullypmegziated by the British public too,
particularly those younger members of the publiowmay not really know or understand an
awful lot about the Falklands, and I think the omuen us to push our message strong and loud
and | think we are doing that, very successfully ffear.

We’'ve had coverage on so many different eventsardifferent levels and | think that that
reaching out can only benefit us all. It also heipsrecognise the sacrifices made by our
veterans, by the families of those who lost thead in 1982 to secure our freedom. And while
the 4d" Anniversary is very much about looking forwarddor future, it's also about that
commemoration and about paying our respects asulyedd and will continue to.

And | think in terms of that messaging, actualljzavan honour and a pleasure and a privilege
it was to have the Speaker of the House of Comnrhens, in our little House today, and to
speak to us. And the fact that he recognised thpoitance of our message of self-
determination and that right for all Falkland Igdars, and his unerring support for the
Overseas Territories generally.

| think that message is also further strengthemgdhle presence of the Right Honourable
Amanda Milling in the Falklands this week. Coinaitily, having two such distinguished

visitors in the Falklands at the same time, | thirkkabsolutely wonderful, but | know that it's

put some pressures on organisation and logistieswsuld thank everybody who has
contributed to that, and I'm sure those will beysuccessful visits.

But | do think, again | would just reiterate theimahat they do give a strong signal of the
UK’s on-going and cross party support for the Fadkls.

| would finish, because we are talking about thekiog forward at forty, about our future,

about our stability and so much of that securityurees us to be financially stable, so | would
take this opportunity to thank the Honourable FoianSecretary and all of his team who have
worked very hard on this budget. There are areasgilte me concern and that will not come
as a surprise to anybody, I'm worried about inflatil'm worried about our lower-earners and
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pensioners, but | know that work is on-going to and find some solutions and | hope that
there is some innovative thought given to how wghthaddress some of those things.

But absolutely, the importance of having stabletices is critical to every element of the
Falklands, not just to what we can deliver socialhd in terms of infrastructure, but in terms
of actually in our ability to stand on our own tfeet and make our own decisions, so | thank
everyone who is involved in that process.

And | would finish with one final thank you, so $hs kind of to everybody really, obviously to
our veterans, and in recognition of everybody wist their lives in 1982, and their families
and friends, to all the people who still carry sckimed of burden from 1982 and of course that
extends to our community here in the Islands a$, W&l whom this is a difficult period. And

of course, absolutely, to our friends at Mount Béed, at BFSAI, right across and around the
Falklands, whose presence is valued every singleuwdd while we might all get a bit sad when
the Airbridge is delayed, we understand there @asans and we understand there are impacts
on BFSAI as well, but your presence here is valmede than we can tell you, and long may
that continue.

And that is definitely enough from me, thank you $peaker, | support the Motion.
The Honourable John Birmingham

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I'll start off witianks to the Financial Secretary and his
team and for a very well presented budget. Thellebeia public meeting at some point in the
near future; the public can access all the infoiona&nd all the changes that have been made
here today.

Mr Speaker, the visit by the Speaker of the Hodseammons is very symbolic and shouldn’t
be underestimated, along with the visiting Ministeur Minister. These visits are very
important to the continued support that we willsh@ethe future of the Islands.

Couple of points | would like to bring up, | woultted to be very much more convinced that
there needs to be a change in the two and a hadfogerating reserve that we keep.

The visit by the Speaker and the Minister have aidid with the 48, it is the season to
remember. That the Commander British Forces is ineités House today, and he is more than
welcome, shows that we still need Forces here, reafter all, still a small democracy under
threat lest we forget. Mr Speaker, | support theibfo

The Honourable Peter Biggs

Mr Speaker, | spoke at some length earlier on ashwhit want to repeat now what | said then,
but | would just like to add my congratulationstihe Financial Secretary and his team and any
others that were involved in the very fluid andaéint formulation and delivery of the budget.
Thank you.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, does any other Honourable Member wisbpeak? Honourable Members, that
concludes the business for today. The House stajdsrned accordingly.
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Confirmed this 28 day of July 2022

Speaker of the House
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