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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly 
Thursday 28th April 2022 

 
 
Prayers 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you Reverend Faulds. Good Morning Honourable Members, ladies and gentlemen, and 
listeners on the radio, just a quick reminder to those in attendance, to ensure that mobile 
devices are in silent mode. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Confirmation of the record of the Legislative Assembly held on the 31st March 2022. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Papers to be laid on the table by the Attorney General. Copies of Subsidiary Legislation 
published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last sitting of the Legislative Assembly and 
Laid on the Table pursuant to Section 35(1) of the Interpretation and General Clauses 
Ordinance 1977. 

• Taxes and Duties (Defence Contractors’ Employees Exemption) Order 2022 

• Coins (Commemorative) Regulations Order 2022 

• Infectious Diseases Control (Coronavirus: Transmission Control Period) Regulations 
2022 

In accordance with Section 23 of the Falkland Islands Development Corporation Ordinance 
2013 

• The Falkland Islands Development Corporation Audited Financial Statement and 
Annual Report  2020/21 

In accordance with Section 80 (2) of the Constitution the updates from the Public Accounts 
Committee in respect of internal audit reports: 

• 9/22 Investments – Satisfactory rating 

• Follow Up Report 17/22 Core Payroll – Full Implementation 

 
The Attorney General 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I hereby lay the aforementioned papers on the table. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
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Madam Deputy Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41(3) I move that the Taxes and Duties 
(Defence Contractors Employees Exemption) Order 2022 and Coins (Commemorative) 
Regulations Order 2022 be noted. 
 
By way of explanation, the Employees, this Order exempts certain employees working for 
defence related employers from Falkland Islands income tax and retirement pension 
contributions in respect of relevant employment. This Order extends the exemption to 
employers for differing time periods. Article 4 (2) and the Schedule provide for the different 
periods when the liabilities are exempted. The exemptions, in any case do not go beyond 31 
December 2022. Some of the exemptions are granted with retrospective effects. This is 
permitted under Section 9A of the Ordinance. 
 
This Order also revokes the Taxes and Duties (Defence Contractors’ Employees Exemption) 
Order 2021 which was made in 2021.  
 
By way of explanation for the Coins (Commemorative) Regulations Order, Section 6 (1) of the 
Currency Ordinance 1987 gives the Commissioners of Currency (appointed under Section 5 (1) 
of the Ordinance) the sole right to issue currency notes and coins, and Section 6 (3) of the 
Ordinance provides that only notes and coins issued by the Commissioners are legal tender. 
Under Section 6(5)(a) of the Ordinance the Commissioners must arrange for the minting of 
coins in the denominations, weight, form, design and metal composition as are prescribed. 
Section 9 also specifies requirements relating to amounts of notes and coins having legal 
tender. 
 
Section 22(a) of the Ordinance gives the Governor the power to make Regulations by order to 
prescribe anything that is required to be prescribed by the Ordinance. This order describes the 
denomination, weight, form, design and metal composition of Commemorative Coins for the 
purposes of Section 6(5)(a) of the Ordinance. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you. Please could I have a seconder? The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, I section the Motion. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Is there any debate? No. Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Taxes and Duties 
(Defence Contractors’ Employees Exemption) Order 2022 and Coins (Commemorative) 
Regulations Order 2022 are noted. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I am lost, you’ll have to remind me where, oh yes I do apologise, that 
was a senior moment.  
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41(3)(1) I move that the Infectious 
Diseases Control (Coronavirus: Transmission Control Period) Regulations 2022 be noted. 
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Thank you, I must have left my brain at home this morning, I do apologise, and I thank my 
Honourable Colleague for saving me. These Regulations are the Infectious Diseases Control 
(Transmission Control Period) Regulations 2022 and are made under Section 27 of the 
Infectious Diseases Ordinance 2003. The Regulations come into force on May 4th 2022. 
 
The Regulations provide powers for the Governor to declare a transmission control period 
where the Governor is of the view that the incidence or transmission of coronavirus constitutes 
a serious and imminent threat to the public health of the Falkland Islands (Regulation 5).  
 
During a transmission control period a medical officer has the power to direct a person who is 
potentially infectious to undergo screening and assessment at, or remove a person to, a place 
that is suitable for that purpose (Regulation 7). A medical officer may request the help of a 
police officer to enforce the direction or removal.  
 
A person is potentially infectious if the person is or may be infected with coronavirus and there 
is a risk that they may infect others; or if they have been in an area that has been declared 
infected (Regulation 3(2)). An area may be declared infected (Regulation 4) if it is a place 
where coronavirus is known to be transmitted between humans or if there is a high risk of 
transmitting coronavirus from that area to the Falkland Islands.  
 
Once a person is at a place of screening and assessment, a medical officer may require the 
person to stay there for up to 48 hours for the purpose of obtaining blood samples or swab tests 
or any information that may assist with screening and assessment (Regulation 8).  
 
If it is established that the person is infectious or there are grounds for considering the person 
to be potentially infectious, a medical officer may impose requirements (for example, the 
wearing of face masks or to undergo further testing) or restrictions (for example, self-isolation) 
and this will be for a specified period (Regulation 9), which must not exceed 14 days 
(Regulation 10(1)) unless further screening and assessment is undertaken and the medical 
officer is satisfied that extending the period is necessary and proportionate.  
 
Any direction given or requirement or restriction imposed on a person by a medical officer 
may be given orally or in writing but if given orally must be given in writing as soon as is 
reasonably practicable (Regulation 13). The person must in each case be informed of the reason 
for the direction, restriction or requirement, of their rights under Section 5(4) of the 
Constitution (that’s the right of a person who is detained to legal representation) and that 
failure to comply is an offence (under Regulations 8(10) and 9(5)).  
 
Regulation 11 provides for appeals against requirements and restrictions to the Magistrate’s 
Court.  
 
Regulation 12 makes provision for children (defined as persons under the age of 18) and sets 
out the duties of the adults who have charge of the child or parental responsibility for the child. 
  
Regulation 14 deals with enforcement powers of police officers and Regulation 15 clarifies that 
when a transmission control period ends, any requirements or restrictions also cease to have 
effect.  
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Regulation 16 provides for offences which include failure to comply with a direction etc 
without reasonable excuse, absconding from a place to which the person has been removed or 
at which the person is kept, knowingly providing false or misleading information and 
obstructing a person who is exercising a power conferred by the Regulations. The maximum 
penalty in each case is a fine not exceeding £1000.  
 
Regulation 17 provides that the Regulations expire on May 4th 2023. 
 
Regulation 18 extends the expiry date of Infectious Diseases Control (Coronavirus, 
Restrictions and Requirements during an Emergency Period) Regulations 2021, which provide 
powers for mandatory lockdown to the same date.  
 
Regulation 19 revokes the quarantine and other requirements imposed on persons arriving in 
the Falkland Islands by air or sea under the Infectious Diseases Control (Coronavirus: 
International Travel, Operator Liability and Quarantine) Regulations 2021. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
May I have a seconder? The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I wish to second please, Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Is there any debate? The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. I suppose this is a question for the Attorney General, is 
there, or could there be, a Regulation made, in respect to this set of Regulations, which could 
also allow for a vaccination status to be declared for any incoming people to the Falkland 
Islands? Understanding that this is obviously repealing the quarantine restrictions, is there any 
space within the set of Regulations to add something that could give a level of protection for 
people coming into the Islands? 
 
The Attorney General 
 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, I thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for her question. 
The current framework that we’ve put in place, the Regulations that the Honourable John 
Birmingham has just summarised, essentially put back in place the Regulations that we made 
in March 2020, which allow us to effectively, direct people for control etc, it also as he said, 
extends the application of what are the Lockdown Regulations that again, we put in place last 
year, and would expire in May this year, if they weren’t to be extended. 
 
There isn’t currently any provision in place in any of our Legislation to effectively vet 
travellers in terms of vaccination status, that is something that Members could consider, though 
I would have to point out that would currently be contrary to the World Health Organisations 
International Health Regulations currently under that scheme, the only vaccination control, the 
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only vaccination passport that is approved by them is in relation to Yellow Fever, I believe, so 
it is currently not something they would encourage, and they would actively encourage 
countries not to require vaccination status, but of course it is something for each individual 
country to consider and could be considered if Members felt that was appropriate. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you Attorney General, the Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
I’d like to thank the Attorney General for his response, I think this is somewhat of a topical 
question, amongst our community. I suppose I accept that the World Health Organisation 
advice is how it is, I also acknowledge that that applies to countries which have more resilience 
in their Healthcare services than potentially we do, and fewer geopolitical concerns limiting the 
ability for Medical Treatment overseas and evacuation. 
 
So, I suppose it still remains somewhat of a topical subject, I would like to at some point 
address this in more detail with my Honourable Colleagues, thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. Just a brief comment really, we did have this discussion 
at some length, before, when we were debating the change to our Regulations, and the date for 
when we would be stepping back from quarantine, so I think that discussion has been had. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Just in relation to that, I’m aware that we’ve obviously had the discussion because it has been a 
topical subject, there have been no policy decisions formally made in this area, so it kind of 
remains open to that degree, we haven’t discounted it. 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Without wanting to argumentative on this, I think we did actively discuss this as a policy, and 
there wasn’t support for it. At the time it was something that I was suggesting that I might be 
quite comfortable with, but we did, I would say we did make that policy decision based on the 
debate that we had with Officers and I think with all MLAs in the room, so I’m not sure 
perhaps my memory is….. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
A Point of Order, I would say if Executive Council hasn’t actually formally decided a policy it 
remains open, so while we can have many discussions about many different types of things, 
they are not formal policy decisions for Government, until they have been through Executive 
Council to be decided as so. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 28th April 2022 

11 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. Just to add to something the Attorney General said 
earlier, the World Health Organisation do recommend that we don’t put this in, but there also is 
another reason, and that’s the logistics of actually being able to check that people are 
vaccinated. So how do we actually go about doing that? How do you, what’s the point in doing 
it, if they’re already here when you check to see whether they’re vaccinated, so how do you put 
it in place overseas? How do you stop people from lying? From forging vaccination 
certificates? 
 
There are so many what-ifs that even if we decided we wanted to do it, to enforce it would be 
incredibly difficult, especially with all the different vaccines from all of the different regions of 
the world. Would we end up banning people coming from a certain country because we didn’t 
trust their system? And these are probably part of the reason why the World Health 
Organisation recommend that you don’t do it as well. 
 
But certainly it was identified by many Government Officers as logistically impossible to 
actually enforce it really, so I’ll just add that to the debate, thank you. 
 
The Attorney General 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I was, whilst the Honourable Mark Pollard, just checking back and I 
believe this issue was specifically discussed at the Executive Council and is contained within 
the Report, and I think there’s a recommendation which I think the Paper was from the 
Director of Health and Social Services, and there was a specific recommendation that we do 
not require proof of vaccination status, and I think that was accepted by the Executive Council, 
so just as a point of explanation. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
I’d like to apologise and thank the Attorney General for the clarification. Something that is 
kind of perhaps in the middle ground, while I accept my Honourable Colleague Mark Pollard’s 
point about it being difficult logistically to try to vet everyone when they come in, the Yellow 
Fever passport example is possibly one of those good examples, as someone who has travelled 
to countries where Yellow Fever is an issue, there are other ways to deal with this, and some of 
that comes out of recommendations before travel, rather than legislating for something. 
 
So, perhaps, when people are booking their ticket, you can issue a recommendation that says 
`by the way, we’ve got Medical Services which are relatively thin on the ground, recommend 
that you get this vaccine before you travel to the Falkland Islands` so that might be a softer way 
around it that doesn’t actually need some kind of legislatively overbearing input. You’re 
making people aware of our situation before they travel perhaps. 
 
But again, I think we’ve detracted a little bit from the point, but I’d like to thank the Attorney 
General for his clarification and apologise to my Honourable Colleague for her very good point 
earlier. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Do you wish to speak, Honourable Roger Spink?  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
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Madam Deputy Speaker, I’d just like to say that my recollection of the ExCo was that we 
actually did consider this issue, and we made a decision based on the information in that 
Executive Council paper, and on briefings that we had received. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you. The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I’m back. I’d just like to inform those who are listening that the 
KEMH and the Medical Department are confident that they have everything necessary in place 
for the opening up on May 4th, in fact, they are very confident, so I’d like to put people’s minds 
at ease. We are ready. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you. Any further debate? Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Infectious 
Diseases Control (Coronavirus: Transmission Control Period) Regulations 2022 are noted. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41(3) I move that the Falkland Islands 
Development Corporation Audited Financial Statement and Annual Report 2020-2021 be 
noted. And the only explanation I have is basically what it says on the tin Madam Deputy 
Speaker, and I’m sure Honourable Members have consumed it avidly from front page to back. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
And can I have a seconder? The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I second the Motion. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Any debate on this Motion? No. Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Falkland Islands 
Development Corporation Audited Financial Statement and Annual Report 2020-21 are noted. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41(3) I move that the Update from the 
Public Accounts Committee in respect of Internal Audit Reports 9/22 Investments – 
Satisfactory rating, and Follow Up Report 17/22 Core Payroll – Full Implementation be noted. 
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The Public Accounts Committee were content that the aforementioned audits were acceptable, 
with many of the Internal Audit Recommendations being actioned, and therefore there were no 
recommendations made by the PAC. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you. Could I have a seconder, please? The Honourable Peter Biggs. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I second the Motion. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Is there any debate on this Motion? Thank you. Honourable Members, the Motion is that the 
update from the Public Accounts Committee in respect of Internal Audit Reports 9/22 
Investments – Satisfactory Rating and Follow Up report 17/22 Core Payroll – Full 
Implementation are noted. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Questions for Oral Response. Question Number 24/22 by the Honourable Gavin Short. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Could the Honourable Mark Pollard please inform the House what happens to FIG’s end of 
useful life computer equipment, and approximately what value of equipment is purchased each 
year? 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, and I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his 
question. So, once desktop or laptop computers reach the end of life, the hard drives are 
removed from the old machines and destroyed to ensure that there is no potential for data loss, 
and the old equipment is then stored in a container. End of life IT hardware such as printers 
and other network hardware are stripped for usable parts which are set aside for re-use and the 
remaining non-reusable parts are them similarly stored. 
 
With the arrival of a new Chief Information Officer for Falkland Islands Government, there 
will be a development of a new ICT Strategy, which will review disposal protocols and secure 
erasure of government data. 
 
The approximate annual spend on IT equipment is £223,500 a year. Thank you 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you, does anyone have a further supplementary. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
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Madam Deputy Speaker, I’d just like to thank the Honourable Gentleman for his reply and I 
now have a vision of a 40 foot container or two somewhere, stuffed with old computers. It does 
seem, well a little strange, we’ve just been putting the stuff away, when I would have thought, 
it could at least, some of it, been perhaps put out to public tender or something like that. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, and I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his follow up question. It does 
feel to me like a fantastic waste really, that we have all of this equipment sitting there, just 
doing nothing, I would like to see, there’s the removal of the hard drive issue, so you would 
presume that there’s no sensitive data on any of these machines afterward, so if we can 
redistribute them in some way, whether that’s for people in need or whatever it is, I’d like to 
see us investigate that option. 
 
I would add that the Government has had very little IT Policy resource in the past, we now 
have one individual who has got an awful lot to do, I think hopefully he’ll be supported by 
another individual, but still, you look at the IT resource of large companies, and we are a pretty 
large company, certainly by Falklands standards, if you were to look at it that way, with two 
people who are going to be looking at the policy for this, so they’ve got an awful lot of work, 
but I would certainly like to look at the policy for what we do with these old machines. It feels 
like an awful waste to put them in a container and forget about them, or just destroy them. 
Thank you. 
 
Attorney General 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, just to follow up in relation to the answer, I do believe there have 
been occasions when hardware has certainly been sold on, after being properly wiped of 
Government data, so I think that is something that the Government could consider and would 
be happy to discuss that with the Chief Information Officer. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Any further supplementary? 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 25/22 by the Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, in light of the recent failure of one of the large generator sets within 
the Power Station, can the Honourable Peter Biggs please give an update as to what progress 
has been made on the replacement of Stanley’s Power Station? Can he also tell the House 
whether the usage of electricity has been increasing over the last four years and approximately 
how much freeboard we presently have?  
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, a paper for the approval of four engines for the new Power Station 
was brought before ExCo on Tuesday this week, and this is the first part of the new Power 
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Station Project. PWD Power and Electrical Section are working with the framework designer 
and a preferred supplier to finalise the concept design. 
 
On completion of this, it will be brought before ExCo for formal approval before entering the 
short detailed design phase, and then the delivery. It is hoped that the project will be delivered 
by 2025. 
 
Demand has increased slowly and steadily over time, due to the continuing growth of Stanley 
as a whole, with the wind farm, the interim Power Station and the existing Power Station, there 
is suitable generating capacity to meet the current and short term demand. 
 
However, this is based on the availability of the existing station, and to this end, an additional 
request is being put forward to ensure the existing Power Station remains at suitable capacity 
until such time as a new Power Station is ready to come online. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you. The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I’d like to thank the Honourable Gentleman for his reply. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Any supplementary questions? The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, and I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleagues for their 
question and information and answer. I think I would probably ask a little bit more about the 
additional request, I mean, the first part of the question asked by my Honourable Colleague is a 
concerning one for me, that’s the failure of one of the large generator sets within the Power 
Station, so we’ve talked about the purchase of generators and the future and building a new 
Power Station, but I’d just like to ask if my Honourable Colleague has any more information 
on the current state and the request that may be coming forward to address, presumably the 
issue of the failure of one of the large generator sets, which was outlined in the start of the 
question. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, that is a fair question under the circumstances and I don’t have a 
detailed reply for that, however I do know that the failed generator is still down, and I would 
presume that the additional request will be for resources to get it back online. However I am 
very conscious of going into a technical area of which I have no expertise and I will find out 
more details of this and will provide it to my Honourable Colleague and any other interested 
person in due course. Thank you. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
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Thank you. Any further supplementaries? No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 26/22 by the Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker. For many years it was custom and practice, I believe to use the 
inflation figure as at the end of December to base any discussions on regarding wage and 
pension increases, could the Honourable Roger Spink please say whether this methodology has 
been changed and if so when and why? 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his question. Work 
was undertaken in May 2018 under the auspices of the then Budget Select Committee, with a 
view to try to streamline the process for the Finance Bill Fees and Charges to be finalised 
earlier in the Budget discussions to facilitate more effective financial management. 
 
It was agreed at this time to present a default inflation figure to be used for fees and charges 
based on the increase in the RPI to September, unless Members felt there was a good reason to 
deviate from this. Attention is drawn to ExCo Paper 108/19 which deals with this change, 
specifically Section 4.46 and 4.47, thank you. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I thank the Honourable Member for his reply, would he not agree 
with me that any perhaps increase in wages or pensions to take account of inflation, then, is 
nine months old before they come into effect, meaning that in a low inflation period, not a 
problem, in a higher inflation period, the headroom that a person has, has already been 
substantially knocked back by the time of the increase, looking backwards comes into force. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his follow up on that. 
That is obviously a matter for Members, if they felt there was a good reason to deviate, so that 
is open to Members during the Budget Select Committee. Thank you 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his reply. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Any supplementary questions? No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 27/22 by the Honourable Mark Pollard. 
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The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you. I, like the other Stanley MLAs received many individual letters from young Infant 
and Junior School members of the community this month. They have been learning about the 
Green Cross Code which had then made them think about unsafe traffic conditions around the 
St Mary’s Park. Could I ask my Honourable Colleague Peter Biggs what the Directorate will be 
doing to tackle these issues raised by the park users? And I’d also like to personally thank the 
IJS members for sending all these letters to us as well, thank you. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I also would like to thank the children who sent these letters and I 
must say I was very impressed with their astute questions and very decent writing, we haven’t 
actually shared any of these letters, however, the dangers around the area are known, and the 
framework contractor alongside PWD Design Team have been tasked to look at what 
additional traffic measures can be taken to make the site safer. 
 
Due to resource levels the work is likely to take some time to complete, in the interim 
additional signage has been erected in the area, and where possible, the road markings will be 
refreshed. The Educational awareness described in the question was also identified as part of 
the immediate actions to help raise the children’s awareness of the dangers, and that being the 
Green Cross Code. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker, I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his answer. 
I think it’s been pretty topical in this House about Road Safety, particularly around the schools; 
it’s an issue that has arisen many times. I think it’s going to be a difficult issue to sort out, but I 
think the sooner we start this the sooner it will be sorted, and I think it’s certainly something 
that needs addressing by the sound of things and I’m heartened to hear that has been recognised 
and the work will progress. Thank you very much. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Any further supplementaries or questions, comments? The Honourable John Birmingham. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, that is a very good question from the IJS and what’s really interesting 
is that as we know, everything that’s spoken of in this House is written down so in the future 
we’ll know the date when this was raised, thank you. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motions. Motion Number 07 of 2022 by the Honourable Mark Pollard. 
 
That this House believes that world economic and pandemic factors will make things 
incredibly difficult for some of the lower-income members of our society. It is vital therefore 
that Government understands exactly what increasing fuel prices, shipping costs, costs of 
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products and materials, worldwide inflation and other measures will have on people in our 
Islands. To progress this, the House requests that the Chief Executive proposes how we will 
connect with the harder hit members of our society to better understand their issues, bringing a 
Policy Paper forward no later than the end of 2022 proposing the path forward and containing 
Policy options for real ways we can help these members of society. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
This is proposed by the Honourable Mark Pollard, would you like to give an explanation to the 
Motion? 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Yes please, Madame Deputy Speaker. So I would start off my support of this motion by asking 
whether or not this Assembly believes in tackling poverty in our Islands? Please bear with me 
before I give you all a chance to answer that. 
 
Does poverty exist in our Islands? Indeed, some believe it does not exist, it has been stated in 
this very House. The opposite has also been stated. A quick search of the record of this 
House’s proceedings brought up a trend from one of my colleagues. Please forgive me for 
paraphrasing a little; in July 2020 they stated that “we need to further understand what the 
different poverty levels are across the Falklands”. In August 2021 “We need to better 
understand who is falling below a poverty line. Need a clearer picture about hardship.” In 
December 2021 “Recognised that there does need to be a piece of work identifying hardship in 
our community”. In case you don’t recognise your own words that was the Honourable Teslyn 
Barkman and I couldn’t agree more. 
 
In our draft Island Plan we have identified that we want to take measures to address social 
equity, aspiring to improve standards of living for the community. We want to connect with 
our community by developing an inclusive approach to engagement and communications to 
ensure our decision making is informed, transparent and accountable. And there are a great 
many lines that could be identified in support of this Motion. 
 
Those who have read the State of the Economy 2018 report by our Policy Unit will know that 
to measure inequality we use something called the Gini coefficient. Our coefficient puts us 
uncomfortably into the high inequality bracket. 
 
The food bank here have been receiving between 80-100 visits a year. They supplied us with 
anonymised statistics, surprisingly, there were very few trends, accessed by both single and 
married people, both male and female, both young and old, perhaps the most surprising given 
the narrative I often hear, is that it was mostly local people. If anyone visits the food bank three 
times in a row then they get referred to Social Services before they can access again, so it’s not 
all the same people either. 
 
We were proud to be amongst the first countries to undertake a large consultation on Covid 
issues and form a Covid Recovery Report. This process was open to our whole community, but 
also actively targeted traditionally hard to reach parts of our community. Many of the issues 
identified existed before Covid and are still present. Issues such as welfare support, 
employment rights and protections, equality and equity, tenancy protections, communication, 
pension provision, employment parity and poverty. 
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The last Census report from 2016 tells us that 20% of our working population did 2 or more 
jobs. The average working week here was 41 hours compared to 32 in the UK. I don’t think 
that is all because of choice. Most people I know who take extra jobs do it because they need 
the money. People who most need money are those without it. 
 
I hope I have successfully evidenced that poverty does exist in our community. The question is, 
how much? 
 
The Motion paints a fairly bleak picture. It is a fact that energy prices are rising. Prices at the 
pump for diesel have increased rapidly. The cost of electricity will rise with the cost to produce 
it, 2/3 made up of burning diesel. Petrol and diesel for those living in Camp is an essential 
which is likely to hugely increase their costs too. It remains to be seen whether kerosene will 
follow. But when the price of crude has increased massively, then it stands to reason that the 
refined products of this will as well. 
 
Covid has escalated costs worldwide. The price of shipping rose significantly, as did the price 
of materials. We are now seeing food prices rise in UK, being as we predominantly purchase 
from the UK and ship here, then it stands to reason that those costs will increase here as well. 
 
UK inflation has reached the highest level since records began. The Policy Unit who measure 
our inflation believe we lag the UK by about a quarter to half a year. So, we have that to look 
forward to as well. 
 
A lack of availability of housing has seen rents rise in recent years. We are tackling this, but I 
suspect it will still be sometime until supply meets demand and the prices return to a more 
reasonable level. 
 
Most of these issues are one of timing; the picture is bleak and most likely short term in most 
cases. But it will certainly hit many in the pocket whilst it lasts. 
 
There are many things we are considering or doing. 
 
So we’ve talked about raising the pension rate for example, but any raise will cost those paying 
in a lot more than those receiving. We don’t have the figures in front of us, but it could be as 
much as ten times the difference. By doing this then we will also be raising the pension 
received by wealthy people who may not need it. We may also end up charging considerably 
more for those who aren’t retirement age and less wealthy. 
 
We have a new Housing Strategy that tackles some of the housing issues, but priority has to be 
given to the work identified. 
 
We reformed the Welfare System recently; some may be falling through the gaps. Are we 
content that we are adequately measuring the performance of the changes we put in? 
 
We have been and continue to invest in Education and Health, but is it in the areas that we need 
to focus on from the perspective of those members of society it will impact most? 
 
Policy work has been asked for to quantify what would be a reasonable living standard. This 
would probably be a key part of this work from the Motion, but again, it needs priority. 
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Many current work-streams will probably help. But we need to quantify the need, define the 
problems and check to see whether we have fixed those problems. 
 
So perhaps we accept that there may be a problem and that it could be getting worse. What can 
we do? 
 
We can start by deciding we want to tackle poverty. By connecting to the community, listening 
and understanding their issues, defining and quantifying the problems, understanding the root 
causes and developing policy options to fix the problems. Without this we are shooting in the 
dark, spending tax payer’s money fixing what we perceive to be problems rather than the actual 
problems. 
 
We need to listen to groups who traditionally are hard to reach or feel they have no voice, 
building relationships with these parts of the community, by engaging with all of our 
community. The blueprint exists from the Covid Recovery Work. 
 
We all hear constantly what the lobby groups want us to do. But who here knows what the 
single parents want, what the pensioners want, what those battling addiction want, what the 
low-income earners want, what those struggling with disabilities want? We can give them a 
voice, all we have to do is listen. 
 
How do we tackle poverty? Policy options other people around the world are using consist of 
things such as changes to how we think about pensions, housing, holiday and sickness pay, 
tenant and landlord protections, supporting families, investing in the workforce, tackling 
addiction, education, debt management, tax policy, minimum wage, worker protections, social 
safety nets, welfare changes, early years development, reducing unintended pregnancies, 
expanding apprenticeship opportunities, mentoring programs, child care credits, energy 
efficiency in low income housing. A pretty large list, but by no means exhaustive. 
 
The Centre for Social Justice in the UK identified 5 pathways to poverty. Two of the five were 
family breakdown and educational failure. To go right back to the 2016 census, if people are 
working all the time then they are not spending time with their families or studying. 
Presumably a cause for family breakdown and educational failure, and so, the spiral continues. 
 
A country with a GDP as high as ours shouldn’t have issues with poverty, this issue may be a 
lot smaller than we think, it could also be a lot larger. 
 
Can capitalism and trickle-down economics fix all of this, I would suggest that we have been 
trying that approach for decades; it doesn’t seem to be working. Some will claim that I am a 
left-wing socialist for daring to even raise the subject. It’s not something I have been accused 
of before and I don’t think trying to help the poorer members of our society build a better 
future for their families is a radical view in any way. 
 
Whilst we are doing lots of different things that may help, I feel that first, we need to 
understand what the issues are. Then we need to fix them. We then need to check that they stay 
fixed. Then, we need to stay engaged with the community to ensure we hear new issues. 
 
The evidence is all pointing to a problem, a problem that hasn’t been quantified. We need new 
ideas to fix new problems. Let’s start by asking the real experts. The people who are living in 
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hardship. Please Support this motion and we can begin the journey towards solutions that will 
help tackle poverty and change the lives of people in the Falkland Islands for the better.  
 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you Honourable Mark Pollard, as Seconder, the Honourable Leona Roberts, do you 
wish to speak now or save it until later? 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
I’ll save it until later. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Okay. Would any other Honourable Member like to speak to this Motion? The Honourable 
Teslyn Barkman. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker, and I’d like to thank both my Honourable Colleagues, the 
Honourable Mark Pollard and the Honourable Leona Roberts for bringing this Motion forward 
to the House. The Honourable Mark Pollard is entirely right; income inequality is something 
that we have been reminded of throughout the course of this Assembly and the previous one. 
 
It’s probably also worth noting that we have, as a result of that, undertaken some work to try to 
support, which has been for example, the Nursery subsidy work, as my Honourable Colleague 
mentioned, the Welfare Reform piece.  
 
But as we went through that horrible time during the pandemic and we were undertaking work 
on Covid Recovery, we realised that we could identify people without them having to come 
forward and in a community as small as this, we’ve actually got quite a unique opportunity to 
be able to flex and work around specific individuals and circumstances that perhaps other 
countries haven’t been able to tackle before. 
 
Something I’d really like to draw attention to, which I think was touched upon, which is 
something that I find particularly concerning, as my Honourable Colleague outlined, we’ve 
done, well, our previous Economist did an amount of work on Income Inequality, and the 
different demographics and how by different age ranges, different family situations, and then 
through that you could see who were suffering the most as different demographics, and while 
it’s kind of true that poverty certainly in other countries, can be a cyclical thing, part of the 
problem around what my Honourable Colleague was describing about Education, being one of 
those, lack of Education, or falling below in your educational attainment whilst trying to 
struggle and maintain a family, it’s single mothers generally who are suffering the most as a 
result of this, and this isn’t just a Falklands trend, this is a worldwide trend, where unpaid work 
is predominantly done by women and there is no remuneration for it so perhaps that’s one of 
the areas which we could look at, or certainly it would be a novel and unique way to tackle 
something which is a very clear demographic issue around the world, unpaid work by, let’s be 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 28th April 2022 

22 

completely equitable and say single parents in particular, who are the ones who are trying to 
juggle this, and as a result can face the most hardship. 
 
But another unique idea which I think was suggested by someone in the community, or may 
have been one of my Honourable Colleagues, and if it was I’m very sorry, but advice on 
budgeting and saving being taught within the schools, or certainly being something that people 
can access more freely, or comes part of normal education, those are the kind of things that can 
build really sound resilient building blocks for the future. 
 
Because we do live in a consumerist society, and unfortunately the prices for these products are 
rising, and I think there should be an expectation that we want every child to have the same 
tools when they leave school, and we recognise with the Nursery Subsidy Work it starts a lot 
younger than in their teenage years, so if we can get the early years right then build it in all the 
way, hopefully we can support families for the good. 
 
So not necessarily for the point, just a little bit of a ramble and yes, I support the Motion. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you. The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the Motion I’d just like to 
hope that the work in this area doesn’t derail a lot of the other very useful work and prioritised 
work that we have. 
 
So for instance, we have asked to develop Retirement Living Standards for the Falkland 
Islands, following the principles and methodology of the gold standard UK RLS and develop a 
Falkland Islands Retirement Living Standard model which establishes how much income 
people need for different standards of living in retirement through consultation with the public 
and key stakeholders. That’s a big piece of work, it’s going to tie up the Policy Unit in a lot of 
consultation with people and individuals in our community, and it’s something we need to push 
forwards with, if we’re going to make real changes to people’s lives. 
 
We have the Minimum Wage Calculation which every year we look at, and we look at raising 
the minimum wage for the lowest paid within our community, so that is another area I think is 
very important. 
 
We’ve also commissioned further work on the Single Income Supplement Scheme, which has 
just been revised; I think from about October or November of last year, we’re looking to see 
how effective that’s been. It’s been pretty effective, I think the number of claimants and the 
number of people benefitting from that have risen considerably, and that has been reflected in 
the Food Bank, so we need to work with people, to see what the problems are in our society, 
and find solutions for them, but I wouldn’t like to see this work derail further work on the 
Single Income Supplement Scheme. 
 
So we really need to get on with some things that make a real difference, rather than I hope, the 
request for this work doesn’t derail the important work in those areas, which are really going to 
have an effect on people’s pockets. Thank you. 
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Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you. The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker. Obviously I support this Motion and I thank the 
Honourable Mark Pollard and the Honourable Leona Roberts for bringing it forward. It is a 
very complicated issue I believe, and as the Honourable Roger Spink just mentioned, there’s 
many parts to it. 
 
I think perhaps that, hoping we can get a Policy Paper forward no later than the end of this year 
might be a little optimistic, but we should would toward it definitely, there’s no doubt about 
that. 
 
But it’s so diverse, isn’t it? Because somebody who is unfortunate enough to have to use the 
Food Bank in Stanley, where it’s based, is totally different to somebody who might be living 
out on the far West, or out in Camp somewhere, and the problems will be the same in the fact 
that they’re not coping very well with hardship, but what is causing the fact will be totally 
different, and there is going to be a lot of work involved there to pull those strands together. 
 
I certainly support this Motion and we’ll just have to really work hard at this. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, I certainly give this my whole hearted support, 
but in doing so I do thank the Honourable Roger Spink for his observations about the Policy 
Unit, they’re a small unit, we’re short-staffed, and to be honest I think we’re going to have to 
sit down with them as politicians and say “what is it you want or what you want to do” because 
they can’t do everything, they just can’t, or they end up doing a little bit of everything and 
everything just slows down, so I do think in fairness to that unit we need to sit down with them 
and discuss the priorities for their work-stream because they do like to have the occasional 
couple hours away from the office in a 24 hour period. 
 
Of course, I support this, who wouldn’t? But just a couple of observations. We’ve been told, I 
believe the effects of inflation that we’ve seen coming for a while now, if you want to read the 
press, and other learned publications, I believe this is going to continue, they think, through 
2022 before starting perhaps to tail off. So really what we need is some action now, not in a 
year or two’s time when she’s all over, even though there will still be problems, I fully get that, 
but we’re doing a Budget now, and of course I can’t discuss what happens within the closed 
confines of Budget Select Committee, but I believe there are levels that we could and should be 
pulling now, not in a couple of years’ time. 
 
What else was I going to talk about? Perhaps one thing, I am rather left-wing I know, but when 
we talk about perhaps, if we increased pensions, the rich are going to get it, did they not make 
contributions when they were not rich? Do they not deserve it? You know, I don’t care who 
you are, as long as you’ve made a contribution to the OAP, you deserve whatever’s coming 
along.  
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And finally, before I sit down, before I get myself into awful trouble with my Honourable 
Colleagues, I did hear somebody say what do the pensioners want, we should be listening to 
them. We had an election not long ago, when this came up, the pensioners spoke and they said 
they were not receiving enough in the way of pension, so they have spoken, and what I’m 
going to be rather interested to learn, as we announce our Budget to the nation, is, did 
Honourable Members listen to them? I thank you. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, in rising to speak to the Motion, the word poverty has been 
mentioned 8 times, it’s a very emotive word, anybody who has travelled to poor countries will 
have seen real poverty. There are some people in these Islands who are struggling, there are 
many avenues of help available at the moment, and I’d like to align myself with the very valid 
points by the Honourable Roger Spink, a couple of minutes ago. 
 
No one can argue with the sentiments of this Motion, and I shall be supporting it. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I won’t talk on this, but I would like to register my support for the 
Motion. 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, yes, I was very interested to hear the points that were 
made by Honourable Colleagues, in response to this Motion. I would start by saying I 
absolutely had no hesitation whatsoever in supporting my Honourable Colleague Mark Pollard 
in bringing this to the House, because I think it is an issue, and I think that by identifying it 
here in the House that is actually quite a significant step, and even around this table, although 
there are slight variations on perhaps, consideration of the severity of the problem, I think at 
least we are all recognising that there is hardship out there that needs to be addressed and that 
we are the people who need to be looking at this. 
 
So it is something that I feel very passionately about, as my Honourable Colleagues will know, 
I have been accused of being a leftie and a socialist, and that certainly won’t be the last time, 
and I’m absolutely content with that, that’s not an issue at all for me. 
 
So I think, I won’t repeat at all, all the comments that my Honourable Colleague set out in 
presenting this Motion, but I think there were a few things, and I agree entirely with all of 
them, actually, we know that we have Income Inequality in the Falklands, we suspected it but 
to have that set out in that report from the Policy Unit 2 years ago, I think perhaps set some of 
us back on our heels and it was really good to actually see some data on that. 
 
I think we suspect that that inequality is growing, but again, that is data that will come through 
with the next report, so that will be good to see. But I remember before, my first election in 
2017, it was only at that point that I became aware we even had a Food Bank in Stanley, in the 
Falklands, and I was absolutely shocked that there was a need for it, in a country that is as 
affluent as the Falklands, I was horrified to know that there were people who were slipping 
through the nets, who were feeling that they had no option but to go to a Food Bank for 
support. 
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I’m extremely grateful to the organisation that operates that, because clearly it is filling a need, 
but I find it appalling that there is that requirement, and I thank my Honourable Colleague for 
pointing out in his introduction to this Motion that the narrative that we have all heard I think, 
isn’t borne out by the facts actually, that the reality is that the majority of people using the food 
bank are what would be considered local people. So I think there is something that needs to be 
addressed there. 
 
I think we’ve all talked about, well, everyone who has spoken so far has spoken about the need 
to understand the problem and to reach out to our community and to listen to the various 
groups that are out there who may be experiencing issues in different ways, and the difficulty 
of that and my Honourable Colleague Gavin Short rightly recognised the work that’s carried 
out by the Policy Department, and how stretched they are.  
 
They’re a Department that are largely unseen by the public and I think frequently 
misunderstood, we around this table, see the work and understand the work that goes into 
supporting the Policies and the Papers that come forward to the Assembly, but that’s not 
generally seen by the public, and yes there is absolute risk in piling too much more on them, 
and in that respect we have a role as politicians, to fill, we should be absolutely accessible to 
our constituents, whether they’re voters or whether they’re not voters, and I would encourage 
anybody who is experiencing hardship or who has a point to make, please to come forward, to 
one of us, whether that’s in writing, drop me an email, I don’t know, give me a call, talk to me 
in the shop, because actually I think we do want to hear what people are experiencing. 
 
But in that respect, none of my Honourable Colleagues will be surprised that I raise this I’m 
sure, but I wanted to see a role that actually would support the Policy Unit, that would support 
Members, in reaching out to the community, that wasn’t approved, that’s not going to be 
coming forward. But I think that this is just one area of work, and my Honourable Colleague 
Mark Pollard set out a whole list of potential things that could be looked at, there are a dozen 
others too, so I’m very sad that that capacity is not going to be there. 
 
So I hope that all my Honourable Colleagues will reach out even further than their perhaps 
normal spheres of influence and conversation, to hear from the public and from people who 
may be struggling. 
 
I think the other point that I would pull out, is this one about de-railing other work. It is a 
legitimate point, we know that we have a priority list a mile long, and that although the Civil 
Service and our Government employees are numerous, they are stretched and we are asking 
more of them all the time, so it is going to be about priority, and I do take a little bit of issue 
with the comment about “we should be focusing on things that will make a real difference” 
well, I’m afraid if somebody is feeling that they have no option but to go to the food bank for 
support and that they’re really struggling, then we can make a real difference to them, too. 
 
So I don’t think that we have to derail other work, I think we have to look very closely about 
where our priorities lie, and what we want to do as an Assembly, and in that respect I was 
absolutely delighted that we managed to get into the Islands Plan a piece on social equity. That 
is the first time that anything like that has been included in there, and it is again, it is 
recognition that there’s a problem, that there’s something that we need to work on, and it’s a 
commitment to do that, so I hope that we follow through on that, and certainly I know that 
there will be some of us that will keep pushing. 
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So, in summary, I went on rather longer than I intended, but it is something I get quite 
passionate about, there is a huge amount to be done, and I totally, totally understand and agree 
that there are no easy answers to this, if there was then the world would be a much better place, 
wouldn’t it? But I think we are in a position, with a relatively small population, and relatively 
good economy, that we need to be looking after our most needy. 
 
So I wholeheartedly support this Motion from my Honourable Colleague and thank him for 
bringing it to the table, and I look forward to seeing the work that progresses, and hope that we 
can make a real difference to people. And would finish again by saying to anyone listening, 
please, the only way that we really start to make a difference is if we understand the problems, 
and quantifying that need, and understanding how people are finding themselves in these 
positions is really important first step. Thank you, I support the Motion. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Would you like to round up, Honourable Mark Pollard? 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Very briefly, Madam Deputy Speaker, just in saying that I welcome what my Honourable 
Colleagues have said and it would seem to me very much that this House does support tackling 
poverty in our Islands, so I hope we pass this Motion, thank you. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Motion 07 of 2022, by the Honourable Mark Pollard, that this House believes that world 
economic and pandemic factors will make things incredibly difficult for some of the lower 
income members of our society, it is vital therefore that Government understands exactly what 
increasing fuel prices, shipping costs, cost of products and materials, worldwide inflation and 
other measures will have on people in our Islands. 
 
To progress this, the House requests that the Chief Executive proposes how we will connect 
with the harder hit members of our society, to better understand their issues, bringing a Policy 
Paper forward no later than the end of 2022, proposing the path forward and containing Policy 
options for real ways we can help these members of society. 
 
Is there any objection to passing this Motion? By my calculations, you all agreed, there is no 
objection. That Motion is carried. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio Reports, the Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker. Honourable Members, I’m pleased to provide this 
morning an overview of the Education and Community Portfolio. 
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The Education Directorate Senior Leaders and their staff are embedding the cross-Directorate 
values, resilience, respect and curiosity. Current cross-Directorate priorities are Traffic Safety, 
Maths outcomes, Literacy and staff training. A Traffic Safety Action Plan has been secured. 
 
Moving on to Falkland Islands students studying overseas, the Director recently visited many 
post-16 providers and students in the UK while overseas earlier this year, there is a great deal 
of good will for our students studying overseas. With the lifting of Covid restrictions in the 
UK, the students are starting to explore a wider range of opportunities. Exploratory 
conversations were held with the Department for Education and organisations who can support 
staff development remotely, notably in the field of SEND, Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities. 
 
In terms of Camp Education, the Camp Education Review is well underway, consultation 
meetings have been held, and the Stakeholder Group has actively supported the consultation, 
we’re grateful to those in that group, and to all the individuals who have engaged in what has 
been a really productive and useful consultation in Camp and in Stanley. An ExCo Paper is 
expected later in the winter with a range of options for Members to consider. 
 
Turning to the Community Development Scheme, the marketing and promotion of the CDS has 
been enhanced, and CDS applications are increasing. Currently there are 69 individuals in 
receipt of CDS funding. Key skills shortages and succession planning are being addressed with 
this funding, and training is increasingly locally based, and much of it now online. 
 
Stage One of the new Education Ordinance, covering Governance and Accountability, has been 
secured, and I would again record my thanks to the Education Board, the School Governance 
Committee and FIG Officers in the Education Department, in Policy and in the Attorney 
Generals Chambers, whose efforts have allowed and brought about the progress on this long, 
long outstanding piece of work. 
 
The Schools held engaging, well publicised Traffic Safety Weeks in March, which have been 
referenced here in the House already today, and I and I believe all MLAs received some really 
excellent letters from students, setting out their concerns. Personally I’ve been overseas, so I 
only saw mine last week and haven’t had a chance to respond, but I would also put on record 
my thanks to those young people, for engaging and for really, really excellent letters and 
raising some good issues, so I will get back to them soon. 
 
Regrettably, progress has been limited in addressing the Traffic Safety risks around both 
schools, but I am pleased to hear this week that painting of the crossings has now begun, and 
the improvements to lights and signage will soon follow. So I thank PWD for that and look 
forward to seeing a completion of that work, but I think we do need to recognise that there is a 
much larger issue here, that is still going to be incredibly difficult to resolve. So this is a real 
priority I think, in an area of massive concern for the Education Directorate, and they have 
been highlighting this for some time. But I would ask with the dark mornings and the nights 
coming in very quickly that the community please, remember when you’re driving around the 
schools to take particular care, we do have little people going in all directions with the best will 
in the world, and with the greatest amount of Road Traffic Education, children are children. 
 
Moving on to the Education Estate, the Infant and Junior School and Camp Education, FICS 
and Stanley House have all had maintenance works completed over the summer holiday. The 
Education Directorate continues to work with PWD and the Treasury, to ensure plans to 
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improve the long-term facilities are secure in the 10 year Capital Plan and that more immediate 
pressing Capital needs are addressed. Many of the urgent improvements needed in Stanley 
House have been undertaken. The new toilets in the Community School are underway, with an 
opening date of late winter.  
 
Infrastructure issues at the Community School, IJS and Camp Education continue to expand, 
including needs for a chemical store at the Community School. The Directorate have secured 
Fire Safety Reports for both schools, and these reports will be updated in the coming months. 
 
A number of options and plans for the extension of the Community School have been 
progressed, demographic modelling underpins the critical time-frame for securing additional 
accommodation and classroom space essentially in the Community School, and its hoped that 
in the coming months a clear, agreed way forward can be established. 
 
The Childcare Project is going forward, with the new Stepping Stones Nursery opening very 
soon, and we look forward to that I know. Recruitment for the new academic year is underway; 
it is proving challenging to recruit to some of the key posts. Gaynor Kilmister took up the 
leadership of the Infant and Junior School and Camp Ed in January. She has visited Camp a 
number of times and I understand she was very warmly welcomed by the Camp community, 
for which I know she is very grateful. 
 
Stanley House staff are working closely with the Director of Education to ensure its 
Improvement Plan is secured, there is progress being made to meet the Boarding Schools 
minimum standards, working closely with the Public Works Department. 
 
Falkland College has gone from strength to strength since its opening, mandatory training, 
community education and driving examinations are all now part of the Colleges’ daily routine. 
The Shield greenhouses are up and running and the new Shield cabin is operational, whilst 
plans to redevelop the workshop should go forward later. And at this point I would add in, my 
Honourable Colleague Pete Biggs and I were fortunate enough to visit Shield just a couple of 
months ago and see the fantastic work that is going on up there. I know we would congratulate 
them on that, and look forward to continuing to support and take this really important service 
forward. 
 
The Library is a vital part of the community, celebrating numerous events to encourage reading 
for all ages, and we’ve seen a dramatic increase in the usage of this facility. The increase in 
careers capacity is already having impact; the Careers Day in March was a celebration of the 
wide range of opportunities available for young people on the Islands. Our career staff are 
working to provide greater education and advice on careers to all pupils and parents. 
 
A successful work experience program has recently been delivered, with FICS students 
exploring opportunities in FIG, the Private Sector and at BFSAI. 
 
Apprenticeships are an increasingly popular option, with over 30 current enrolments. There is a 
mixture of local and UK based apprenticeships in a wide range of fields, and I know that this 
will continue to be taken forward. 
 
The Education Directorate is actively engaged in working to meet the needs of children, young 
people, families and adults across the Islands. The Directorate is grateful to the community and 
to BFSAI in supporting the development of our pupils and students, and I’m sure Members 
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would join me in recognising the achievements of our many pupils and young people, and 
thanking our staff across the Directorate for the positive difference they make. 
 
And I would finish by saying that, now as the Portfolio Holder for Education, I am so pleased 
with the engagement that we’ve been able to have with students, with their School Councils, 
and other events such as the International Women’s Day event. We have many fantastic young 
people in our community and I think that continuing to support them will I’m sure be 
challenging at times, but is vital to the future of our Islands. Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you, the Honourable Leona Roberts. Does any Honourable Member have a comment on 
that Portfolio Report? The Honourable John Birmingham. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
In rising to make a comment, Madam Deputy Speaker that was very good and worthwhile 
report, thank you very much for that. And the only comment I would make, and it seems a 
minor one, but it’s important if you’re a certain age, and that is, we’re on Half-Term now, and 
the Year 11s traditionally, would dress up on the last day they’re at school. This year, the Year 
11s went to school, and they thought it was going to be their last day, legally it is not, but 
nevertheless, and it was very sad to see these very, very disgruntled youngsters, some being 
sent home, all of them being told to change back to their proper clothes. Disappointing, and the 
likes of them, they’ll remember that later on, just a point, but thank you very much. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Any further comment on that? The Honourable Leona Roberts. 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Just to respond, Madam Deputy Speaker, thank you. Yes, I thank my Honourable Colleague for 
that, I think that was really sad, as a parent, I remember, well no its probably about 10 years or 
more ago to be honest, I was going to say not that long ago, but my sons’ last day I know was 
incredibly memorable and special to him and to all his classmates, and there is this tradition of 
dressing up, I think what happened was a communications issue because it wasn’t technically 
their last day, I think the students, it was the last day that they would all be together and the 
students had assumed that that was the day they could have their celebration, and yes, that 
clearly wasn’t the view of the school and so there was this really unfortunate situation. 
 
So I did speak to the Directorate about this, and just ask that, obviously it’s too late for this 
year group, that day has gone now, but that in the future it is made absolutely clear which day 
its appropriate for them all to come in in fancy dress and have that celebration. So I hope we 
won’t see a repeat of that. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Thank you very much for that, and I’m really pleased to see that there’s now a Road Traffic 
Safety Plan in place. I also thank you very much for that. 
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Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you. Any further comments? No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio Report, the Honourable Roger Spink. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, I’ll start with the Treasury Report. 
 
In addition to the regular support to Directorates and delivery of core Exchequer services the 
Treasury function have focussed their efforts on: 
 

• Supporting the Budget Select Committee process with a range of presentations, analysis 
and recommendations through a dozen sessions with Members. 
 

• Completion and sign-off of the Annual Financial Statements and associated audit work. 
 

• Restructuring the Tax & Pensions teams to provide greater resilience and specialism, 
allowing both Jody Aldridge and Rebecca Rees to advance in their leadership roles. 

 
• Commencing the Actuarial Valuation of the Retirement Pension Fund and agreeing a 

piece of work to be led by the Policy team on Retirement Living Standards. 
 

• Securing the renewal of the A+ sovereign credit rating via S&P Global that sits at the 
heart of the options for financing future developments and reflecting the strong 
management of the Falkland Islands economy. 

 
• Implementation of a revised strategy for our investment funds which are externally 

managed and benchmarked against global indices to provide the appropriate balance of 
security, growth and investment income. 

 
• In the light of tight labour market conditions negotiating with the UK Government 

Internal Audit Agency to provide external cover for internal audit function at nil cost to 
the public purse. 

 
• Reviewing and suggesting amendments to Covid support schemes in light of end of 

quarantine taking into account feedback on parity between the Public and Private 
Sector. 

 
• Delivering excellent returns on taxation income. Whilst not a popularist activity, the 

collection of what is rightly due to the Exchequer is at the heart of delivering our 
ambitious Capital Investment Plans. 

 
• Distributed over 2500 personal tax forms with a significant proportion, circa 20%, 

already processed for refunds or queried well before the July deadline for receipt. 
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Our respect and gratitude must also be sent to outgoing Chief Internal Auditor, Philip 
Honeybone for over 4 years diligent service. We wish Philip and his wife Becki all the very 
best for their future. 
 
Moving on to Law and Regulation, Law and Regulation obviously supports all the different 
Departments, and is supporting other Departments and Projects with legal agreements, etc, and 
also you will see three Bills in today’s Assembly, and I think five at the last Assembly, so I’d 
like to thank both the Honourable Financial Secretary and the Attorney General, for having 
listened to the Honourable John Birmingham at the last Assembly, and to have made my 
reports extremely brief but to the point. Thank you very much. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you, the Honourable Roger Spink. Does any Honourable Member wish to comment? 
The Honourable Gavin Short. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker. Could I ask the Honourable Gentleman please, whether he 
has any information to impart to the House, covering electric bikes and CBD oil, when we may 
see that coming back before us? Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, perhaps I can defer to the Attorney General. 
 
The Attorney General 
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker and I thank the Honourable Gavin Short for his question. 
In terms of CBD oil, I think that is an issue that is to be shortly subject to a discussion briefing 
with all Honourable Members and I think after that, then we’ll get some clarity on where you 
wish to go forwards with that. There are obviously options in relation to that, and also 
difficulties; it is not a straight forward issue, so that hopefully should be able to come forward 
fairly shortly. 
 
In relation to electric bikes, I think there are a couple of different sorts of issues there, I think 
some of them are being dealt with and I think Honourable Members have probably discussed 
through the Budget Select process, and then there are other discussions in diaries to have 
around some of the further potential amendments to Road Traffic Ordinance. 
 
We would expect that they would be within the Legislative program, for the coming year. I 
hope that’s sufficient. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you, Attorney General. The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
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I’d just like to thank the Attorney General for his reply, it fills my heart with joy. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Any further comment from Honourable Members? No, thank you. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Order of the Day Bills: Crimes (Amendment) Bill 2022. This Bill has been Gazetted and we go 
to the Second Reading. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, I beg to move the Second Reading of the Bill. 
 
Before I specifically deal with the Provisions of the Crimes (Amendment) Bill 2022, it will 
assist the House if I make some introductory remarks that apply to both the Crimes 
(Amendment) Bill and the Criminal Procedure and Evidence (Amendment) Bill 2022, which 
the House will turn to deal with next. 
 
By way of introduction, the House will recall that in 2017 the Criminal Justice System was 
comprehensively reformed by the commencement of the Criminal Procedure and Evidence 
Ordinance 2014 and the Crimes Ordinance 2014. The Government is committed to ensuring 
that the Criminal Law remains up to date and effective, the operation of the Criminal Justice 
System is monitored to identify areas where further improvements can be made, to correct any 
errors and to introduce relevant law based on developments in England and Wales, which is the 
system of Law on which our Legal System is based. 
 
When a sufficient number of Amendments and Additions are identified, Amending Legislation 
is brought forward to the House, and the Crimes (Amendment) Bill 2022 and the Criminal 
Procedure and Evidence (Amendment) Bill 2022 are the latest example of the Governments 
on-going commitment to reviewing and updating Criminal Law. 
 
The two Amending Bills contained a substantial number of Legislative Amendments and 
updates, which range from technical Amendments in perspective Court Procedure through to 
the introduction of new Criminal Offences. It will not be helpful to go through each and every 
Clause contained in the Bills in detail, particularly those that relate to technical Procedural 
changes. 
 
But there are some very important Legislative changes which deserve special, specific mention. 
 
The Crimes (Amendment) Bill 2022. 
 
So, the most important Legislative change arising from this Amending Bill, is the introduction 
of new Laws to protect people from Domestic Abuse. Domestic Abuse is very serious, it takes 
place within the context of intimate relationships or family situations. It targets people who are 
made vulnerable by their domestic circumstances and can inflict lasting trauma on victims, 
their extended families and especially on children and young people who become aware of the 
abuse, whether they directly witness it or not. 
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Domestic Abuse makes lives miserable and the Amendments contained in the Crimes 
(Amendment) Bill 2022 are intended to protect people and to allow Criminal Justice Agencies 
to respond effectively to cases of Domestic Abuse. For the first time, a definition of Domestic 
Abuse will be set out in law. The definition recognises Domestic Abuse takes many forms, 
including physical or sexual abuse, controlling or coercive behaviour, economic abuse and 
psychological and emotional abuse. 
 
The Bill defines the types of relationships in which Domestic Abuse can take place, including 
between married and civil partners, people in previous or current intimate relationships, 
whether opposite sex or same sex couples, people who share parental responsibility for a child 
and people who are relatives of each other. 
 
The Bill specifically states that children who see, hear or experience the effects of Domestic 
Abuse are also victims of that abuse. This will establish in Law, the serious and significant 
impact that Domestic Abuse has on the development of children. 
 
The Bill extends the powers of the Royal Falkland Islands Police and the Court, to protect 
people from Domestic Abuse, the Police will have the power to issue Domestic Abuse 
Protection Notices in relation to all forms of Domestic Abuse, not just in relation to physical 
abuse and the Courts have the power to make Domestic Abuse Protection Orders. Domestic 
Abuse Protection Notices and Orders can impose a wide range of restrictions on a perpetrator 
of Domestic Abuse, they can prevent a perpetrator from contacting their victim, from entering 
a shared house, and from evicting a victim from their home, regardless of whether the 
perpetrator is the owner of the property or not. Breaching a Domestic Protection Order will be 
a criminal offence, punishable by up to 5 years imprisonment.  
 
A common form of criminal behaviour arising out of domestic relationships is stalking, and the 
Bill contains new provisions to protect people from this type of harassing behaviour. The 
Courts will have the power to make Stalking Protection Orders which can restrict perpetrators 
from entering specific locations or engaging in specific types of behaviour. Breaching a 
Stalking Protection Order is a criminal offence punishable by up to 5 years imprisonment. 
 
Turning to summarise other important changes contained in the Crimes (Amendment) Bill 
2022, the Bill contains new criminal offences that target violent and sexual offending, there is a 
specific criminal offence of strangulation or suffocation, this form of assault is particularly 
serious because it restricts the ability of a victim to breathe, which is a terrifying experience. 
This offending was previously dealt with under existing assault offences but the framework is 
not always able to reflect the serious nature of this form of assault. The new offence underlines 
the serious nature of this type of offending and carries a new maximum sentence of 5 years 
imprisonment. 
 
Other new offences, criminalising activity known as `Up skirting` which is where an offender 
videos or photographs intimate areas of another person beneath their clothing. It will also be a 
criminal offence to disclose or threaten to disclose private sexual images of another person 
without their consent. This activity is known as `Revenge pornography` and often takes place 
at conclusion of an intimate relationship, where one person shares private sexual images of 
their former partner in order to cause that person distress. 
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Both Up skirting and Revenge pornography are serious and unpleasant forms of criminal 
activity and cause their victims significant harm and distress. The new offences are punishable 
by up to 2 years imprisonment. 
 
The Bill also contains provisions relating to the control of dangerous dogs, at present there is 
little by way of law that relates to the control of dangerous dogs, it has been identified that it 
would be difficult to adequately respond to a situation where dangerous breeds of dog were 
introduced to the Falkland Islands or where a dangerously out of control dog caused a person 
injury. 
 
When deciding where the Law on a particular subject is needed, it is worth noting that in 
relation to the Criminal Law, it is generally a principle of fairness that the Law should not 
apply retrospectively. This means that the Government must anticipate possible scenarios and 
make sure there are adequate laws in place to deal with situations that may arise in the future. 
 
The Bill allows for dangerous breeds of dog to be banned outright, or to be subject to 
conditions of ownership, and creates a criminal offence of owning or having charge of a dog 
that is dangerously out of control. 
 
At present, the Government has no plans to ban certain dangerous breeds of dog, but the Law 
will be in place if such action was ever needed in the future. There will be a Public Information 
Session on the topic of dangerous dogs, Legislation and the Attorney General will be issuing 
guidance on this topic, which will be published when the law commences. 
 
Finally, to conclude by summarising the other Clauses, there are provisions relating to the 
misuse of laser technology, to prevent the endangerment of aircraft and other vehicles, a new 
offence relating to police corruption which is intended to make such offences easier to 
prosecute, and ex-territorial provisions to allow for the prosecution of offences where they take 
place outside the Falkland Islands, which allows for effective law enforcement actions in a 
modern and connected world. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker, I second the Motion. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak on the Bill? The Honourable Leona Roberts. 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker. I do have a few points that I would like to make on this 
and I would really welcome some discussion with my Honourable Colleagues. I am pleased to 
see the greater protection against a range of offences that were included in this Bill, as have 
just been set out by MLA Spink, particularly Domestic Abuse and recognising the impact on 
children who are exposed to Domestic Abuse, I think is really a very significant and important 
step, so a very positive updating of the Law of the Falklands. 
 
The Bill also includes recognition of several violent and sexual offences, again as have been 
described in the exposition, such as Stalking, Harassment, Voyeurism, particularly in the form 
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of what is often called `up skirting` and the offence generally known as `revenge porn` which 
is not a term I like, but to be honest I’ve struggled to find another way of describing it, so we’ll 
stick with that for the moment. 
 
It’s these latter two areas that I have some questions about today, so criminalising the activity 
known as up skirting, whereas has been described, a person takes an image or records a video 
under another person’s clothing without that persons’ consent, or a reasonable belief in their 
consent, and the purpose of the action must be to obtain sexual gratification or cause 
humiliation, distress or alarm, and it is, in both these areas, so the up skirting and the revenge 
pornography, there is this requirement to have an intent to cause distress, and it’s this element 
that gives me some concern.  
 
I would be amazed if anyone taking and seeking to distribute such images would have the 
audacity to say they didn’t think that it might cause distress to the person who was being 
assaulted really, in this way, so I’m sort of struggling with this. It feels like a very poor excuse 
to say “I didn’t think it would cause any distress” but I know that proving intent in the Court of 
Law can be difficult, and so I can kind of imagine the defence of “well I was just having a 
laugh, I’m not sure what she’s so upset about” and I say she, because while these offences are 
not exclusively committed against women it is recognised as being a gendered offence, its far 
more likely to happen to women. 
 
And there’s the point as well of course, about somebody could be distributing these images, 
they could say it’s not for sexual gratification, it’s not with the intent to cause distress, but 
there are websites out there that will buy these things, so is for financial gain covered by this? 
 
So I think the potential for humiliation and damage to reputation, to mental and emotional 
well-being and so on, quite apart from the attack on a person’s dignity and self-respect by these 
acts, shouldn’t be underestimated and these offences are abhorrent, and I think there should be 
few defences available to offenders to be honest. 
 
And I guess my other point would be, unless I’ve misunderstood, the revenge pornography 
element of the law does not apply to where footage is not real, so where something has been 
faked, perhaps by somebody’s face put over an image, to make it look like that person is 
posing in a pornographic way or doing something in a pornographic way, sadly something 
which is not too difficult with modern technology these days, so should, what I think is known 
as fake porn have also been included as an offence in this Bill? 
 
So I think the point that I really want to make is I don’t want to stop this piece of Law going 
forward, I think it is really positive step, that these protections are in place in the Falklands, for 
women and for anybody else who is exposed to this kind of behaviour, but I would very much 
like to hear Honourable Members views and perhaps the Attorney Generals’ view too, as to 
whether this goes far enough. 
 
I’m not suggested we try to amend this on the floor today because I think that would be 
difficult and not the best way forward at all, but whether this is something that should be taken 
forward, that should be strengthened further in the future, I would really welcome hearing 
Honourable Members views on. 
 
And I’m going to finish by, while I was looking into this, I came across something that I found 
quite staggering, according to a report of the American Non-Profit organisation Cyber-Civil 
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Rights Initiative in 2017, at that point every eighth social media user has been the target of 
non-consensual pornography, and I find that absolutely a staggering statistic, and I suspect that 
in the 5 years since that was carried out, that number has probably increased, so I’m really 
grateful that we’re bringing this law forward, I’m absolutely not going to oppose it, but I would 
welcome a debate and discussion about those points. Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
The Attorney General, would you like to address? 
 
The Attorney General 
 
Yes, thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, and I welcome the comments made by the 
Honourable Leona Roberts. I think some of the issues, in terms of the revenge pornography 
offence, the issue of intent to cause distress, I think usually in circumstances where this is a 
matter that’s got to the point where it’s been reported to the police, and it’s been investigated, 
there will usually be a wealth of evidence that would be sufficient for most Courts to find, if 
you’ve uploaded an image to a well-known pornography site, I think, how could it possibly be 
argued that you have not intended to. And I think Courts will look at the circumstances, look at 
the specific evidence and I think usually in the sorts of cases where that offence would be 
being taken forward for prosecution, that is unlikely to be an issue, because often if things have 
been posted in particular locations, it is pretty obvious why they’ve been posted to particular 
locations. 
 
So I absolutely understand the concern that’s been raised, but I think in reality that might not 
be a particular issue in the sorts of cases that would be going forward. 
 
As to whether things should go further, I think that is something that absolutely should be 
considered, I think it’s probably something that’s being looked at worldwide as this sort of 
activity continues and develops. I think one of the things we do have to be careful of, is not 
potentially then, putting in place strict liability for things where then, actually, what was 
factually innocent conduct, because people do engage in all sorts of activities in their private 
and personal lives, and we shouldn’t rush to do things that might potentially criminalise 
activity that was actually consensual activity, or was inadvertent, so I think we do have to take 
care around that, and obviously we’ve settled on the provisions that are before you, but that 
doesn’t meant that we shouldn’t keep these things under review, both in light of experience if 
there are particular cases, one of the things that often does drive changes to the Criminal Law is 
frankly, outrage, as activities that society finds unacceptable are unpunished because it’s not 
covered by the Law. 
 
So we see things develop as a result of circumstances arising, it’s very difficult to cover 
everything and things change, technology changes. I think that’s one of the issues around 
things like the fake pornography, I think that is again a very difficult issue, how then are you 
restricting potentially freedom of expression, you know, am I not allowed to use someone’s 
face in an image and when does humour and sarcasm tip over into criminal activity? 
 
There are real issues there around free speech as well as the issues that you’ve raised that that 
would cause distress, so I think these are difficult issues, but yes, absolutely worthy of further 
consideration. 
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Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you. The Honourable Teslyn Barkman, you indicated you? 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
I was just going to rise to support the point that this Bill does actually draw, a lot of what I was 
going to say has actually been addressed in the conversation between my Honourable 
Colleague and the Attorney General, but in general I think, it’s important that we draw 
attention to this important piece of Legislation because it does, probably, as my Honourable 
Colleague pointed out, about those 1 in8 who have been a victim of some manner of this, it is 
an illegal activity, and you should feel supported by this Government and by the Police Force 
and by a Justice System, that if you do find yourself to be a victim of something, that is of 
Domestic Abuse nature, that is revenge pornography, that is not okay and it’s not an 
expectation that you shouldn’t come forward and declare that you are a victim of this crime, 
and you should feel supported by this Country to do so. 
 
I know it’s particularly become topical when we’ve been talking about victims of other serious 
crimes, and particularly that horribly distressing television program that was aired last week, or 
earlier this week, I can’t remember the date, but this isn’t something that will be tolerated in 
our community and we should not accept that its normal behaviour. Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. I must admit when I looked at the Legislation coming 
forward I welcomed it with open arms and thought this is a tremendous step in the right 
direction and to a large extent it is. There’s nothing my Honourable Colleague, the Honourable 
Leona Roberts raised that I would disagree with, and I would thank the Attorney General for 
some clarification there. 
 
Just I would like to lend my support to looking at some issues that perhaps aren’t covered by 
the Legislation and what we can do to address that in the future and as my Honourable 
Colleague said, I wouldn’t want to see this Legislation stopped or slowed or altered on the fly 
today, I think it is so incredibly important that the bits contained within do get through and that 
we support those, but absolutely open to a conversation in the future on bits that may have been 
missed and I think we need to continually look at that as our society progresses anyway, that’s 
something we should be looking to do. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
In rising to speak to the Motion, Deputy Speaker, I certainly would fully support this, it is a 
move in the right direction and if there are any further developments I’d be more than happy to 
discuss in another place. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I too wish to support this. I don’t wish to see it being held up, I think 
the Attorney General’s explanation was a good one, probably Law is a matter of evolution, as 
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things come along and have to be reacted to, but I also support further conversations once this 
piece of Legislation has passed through the House today, thank you. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Do any other Honourable Members wish to speak to the Bill? The Honourable Leona Roberts. 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
I just really want to be very brief and thank the Attorney General for his comments and 
explanation, and my Honourable Colleagues for supporting further conversation about this in 
the future, because I think it is right, I think it is an evolution and for absolutely clarity, I had 
no intention of stopping this Bill going through the House today, but it is right I think that we 
think as broadly as possible about these things and definitely not seeking to criminalise 
consensual activity, we don’t want to go down that road. 
 
But yes, it is something that has been highlighted in other countries, with similar laws, where 
there have been cases come forward which have caused some difficulties because of that intent 
to cause distress piece, so I think if we can keep half an eye on it, give it consideration in the 
future, I’d be very grateful for that. Thank you. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you. Is there any objection to dealing with this Bill by the short procedure? No 
objection. Does any Honourable Member wish to propose any amendments to the wording of 
the Bill? No amendments. I declare that the Bill will be read a third time and do pass. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Crimes (Amendment) Bill 2022. 
 
Criminal Procedure and Evidence (Amendment) Bill 2022. This Bill has also been Gazetted 
and we go to the second reading. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, I beg to move the second reading of the Bill. 
The House has already heard me speak to the Government’s commitment to reviewing and 
updating Criminal Law, so bearing those remarks in mind, we can now turn to the specific 
Clauses contained in the Criminal Procedure and Evidence (Amendment) Bill 2022. 
 
Many of the Clauses contained in the Bill deal with procedural amendments, and are designed 
to make aspects of the Criminal Justice System clearer and more efficient. It is not necessary to 
set out those Clauses in detail. 
 
The Bill also contains provisions to strengthen the support available for victims of Domestic 
Abuse by extending to them the presumption in favour of special measures when they give 
evidence in Court. This means that there will be a presumption in favour of using Live Links 
and screens, so that victims do not have to see the perpetrator of Domestic Abuse when giving 
evidence. 
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Giving evidence is not an easy experience but these provisions are designed to help victims and 
to enable them to engage in Court proceedings by reducing fears associated with giving 
evidence. It is also recognised that cases of Domestic Abuse often involve personnel and 
personal and intimate details relating to a domestic relationship, it can be very hard for victims, 
especially in a small community, to give evidence in Court about these matters. 
 
The Bill extends Reporting Restrictions to cover cases of Domestic Abuse so that the identity 
of victims cannot be reported outside of the Courtroom. On the topic of Reporting Restrictions, 
the Bill clarifies the Law in relation to reporting the identities of children involved in criminal 
proceedings. The Bill amends the Law to ensure the identities of all children and young people 
are protected from reporting, no matter how the child or young person is connected to the 
proceedings. 
 
Turning to consider the position for people under investigation by the police, bail conditions 
imposed by the police can have a significant impact on a persons’ liberty, the Law has always 
permitted a person who is dissatisfied with police bail conditions to appeal to the Court to vary 
or remove bail conditions, but the provisions in relation to this area were not clear. The Bill 
simplifies this procedure and makes it clear that the applications to vary or remove police bail 
conditions can be made to the Court. 
 
One important change contained in the Bill, is the introduction of a suite of new offences 
relating to Jury Misconduct. Jury Misconduct is very rare, the overwhelming majority of 
people who sit on juries perform this very important public service with dedication and 
diligence. In the rare instance where a juror acts improperly, the Bill provides for a clear 
method of dealing with the misconduct as a separate criminal offence outside of the 
proceedings to which the misconduct relates. 
 
These provisions are introduced as a safeguard and we have no doubt that people will continue 
to perform jury duty with care and a serious commitment to justice. 
 
To conclude, the Clauses contained in the Criminal Procedure and Evidence (Amendment) Bill 
2022 are designed to update the Criminal Law and to improve the effective and efficient 
administration of the Criminal Justice System. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker, I second the Motion. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak on the Bill? No. Is there any objection to dealing 
with this Bill by the short procedure? No objection. Does any Honourable Member wish to 
propose any amendments to the wording of the Bill? No amendments. I declare that the Bill 
will be read a third time and do pass. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Criminal Procedure and Evidence (Amendment) Bill 2022. 
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Live Link Proceedings Bill 2022. This Bill is being presented under a Certificate of Urgency 
and we go to the first reading. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I beg to move that the Bill be read for a first time. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
I second the Motion. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
The Motion is that the Bill be read for a first time. Any objection to the Motion? No objection. 
The Bill will be read a first time. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Live Link Proceedings Bill 2022. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members. I beg to move the second reading of the Bill. 
In 2020 this House passed the Coronavirus (Live Links Proceedings and other matters) 
Ordinance 2020. The Ordinance does two things, firstly it sought to mitigate possible effects of 
emerging Coronavirus pandemic in disrupting Court and Tribunal Hearings, secondly, it 
provides an indemnity for Medical Professionals, who are required to work outside their field 
of specialism, because of pressures on the Health Service resulting from the pandemic. 
 
Thankfully the rational for the indemnity has not come to pass, though it remains a possibility. 
The Bill therefor proposes to extend the applicability of the 2020 Ordinance for a further year 
to 4th May 2023. 
 
The use of the Live Link technology, as we see today, to facilitate the attendance of Judiciary 
parties, advocates and witnesses, was available before commencement of the Ordinance, at 
least to a limited degree, it was therefore, not an entirely new introduction. There were 
concerns about the consequences of broadening this out, but many of the concerns have not 
been borne out in practice. 
 
Practical management of the use of Live Link technology has ensured that it generally worked 
well. The Bill before the House today proposes to enact permanent provisions for the use of 
Live Links in the Justice System in relation to a range of Courts and Tribunals, it represents an 
opportunity to bring clarity and consistency to the whole of the Justice System, using a simple 
method that does not require a resource intensive review and reform of various different sets of 
Procedural Rules. 
 
Given the benefits which it is considered the 2020 Ordinance has brought, it’s difficult to 
justify returning to the position where the use of Live Links is more limited. It has been 
demonstrated that the use of Live Links has prevented delay, increased access to justice and 
reduced costs. 
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The Bill builds in safeguards to mitigate potential risks. Part one, Clauses 1 to 3, provides for 
preliminary matters of title, commencement and interpretation.  
 
Clause 4 provides that a judge who appears by live video or audio link from outside the 
Falkland Islands is deemed for these purposes to be sitting in the Falkland Islands, but the 
Court may receive evidence or representations from outside the Falkland Islands.  
 
Clause 5 provides that a court or tribunal may direct all or any part of its proceedings to be 
conducted wholly or partly by live link, if it is in the interest of justice. If the proceedings 
involve giving evidence, the transmission must be by video link otherwise the proceedings may 
be transmitted by video or audio link. 
 
Clause 6 provides for the persons who may participate in proceedings by live link, an 
important exception is that jurors are not allowed to participate remotely.  
 
Clause 7 sets out the procedure to be followed before a live link direction is made, the court 
has power to make a direction of its own motion, or application by either party, but before 
making a direction it must consider the views of the parties to the proceedings, unless the 
matter is urgent and reasonable attempts to contact any party have failed. 
 
Clause 8 provides that a person who is in the Falkland Islands may request live link access to 
the proceedings if the proceedings are public proceedings. The request must be made in writing 
and the clerk or registrar to the court or tribunal must make the necessary arrangements where 
it is in the interests of justice, for example because the person making the request cannot attend 
the hearing in person, and reasonably practicable to do so. If a request is refused, written 
reasons must be given.  
 
Clause 9 provides for offences of making unauthorised recordings of or transmitting live link 
proceedings or recordings of or an unauthorised recording of or transmission of a sound or 
image or any persons who is participating in, viewing or listening to live link proceedings. The 
offence carries a maximum penalty of a fine of £1,000.  
 
Clause 10 also inserts new section 61A in the Administration of Justice Ordinance 1949, 
enabling courts and tribunals to direct that documents should be signed or served 
electronically.  
 
Clause 11 makes consequential amendments to the Criminal Procedure and Evidence 
Ordinance 2014.  
 
Clause 12 amends the Coronavirus (Live Link Proceedings and other matters) Ordinance 2020. 
In addition to repealing Part 2 of the Ordinance, which is replaced by Part 2 of this Bill, 
Section 12(1) of that Ordinance is amended to extend the indemnity period for medical 
professionals involved in treating patients with Coronavirus to 4 May 2023, the date on which 
other emergency legislation for the pandemic also expires. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
I second the Motion. 
 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 28th April 2022 

42 

Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
The Motion is that the Bill will be read a second time. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Live Link Proceedings Bill 2022. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to this Bill? Any objection to dealing with the 
Bill by the short procedure? No objection. Does any Honourable Member wish to propose any 
amendments to the wording of the Bill? No amendments. I declare that the Bill will be read a 
third time and do pass. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Live Link Proceedings Bill 2022. 
 
The Motion for Adjournment. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
The Acting Chief Executive 
 
The Attorney General 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I move that the House be Adjourned sine die. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Do Honourable Members wish to speak? The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, also Honourable Members, Ladies and Gentlemen, in rising to 
support the Motion for Adjournment I will keep my commentary short and I shall keep it to 
one subject. Members of the public may be aware of comments that have appeared in the 
Argentine press over these last 36 hours to the effect that the Argentines will be stopping the 
LATAM link between the Falklands and Brazil. 
 
This is part of what was said in the Argentine press: “In the document signed by Foradori, "it 
was agreed to adopt appropriate measures to remove all obstacles that limit the economic 
growth and sustainable development of the Falkland Islands, including trade, fishing, 
navigation and hydrocarbons," and the parties "agreed that additional air connections would be 
established between the Falkland Islands and third countries," among other points. 
 
The Argentine Government then implemented a series of measures to "nullify the initiatives" 
derived from that understanding, although, "in relation to flights, despite the numerous 
attempts by the Argentine Government to present initiatives leading to greater connectivity 
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between the Argentine mainland and the Falkland Islands, the British Government used 
different excuses for not advancing in the negotiation and seems to have chosen to prevent any 
progress, real and concrete in the sense of allowing a direct flight from the Argentine mainland 
to the Falkland Islands," the Argentine Secretariat said in a statement. 
 
"In this regard, the Argentine Government has initiated the procedure to notify the Government 
of the United Kingdom that it has decided to discontinue the scheduled air service between 
Argentina (the Falklands) and Brazil until the United Kingdom agrees to consider the 
establishment of a direct scheduled flight between the Argentine mainland and the Falkland 
Islands on flag carrier aircraft, ". End of quote 
 
As things stand I only have what has appeared in the Argentine press. This move should 
probably come as no surprise as the Argentine government and other parties in that country 
have been making veiled and not so veiled threats against that air link almost since its 
inception. 
 
If true then this is a grave matter as it will mean that the Argentine government has now fully 
walked away from an international agreement that they freely signed, just as they chose to 
disregard another international agreement that they signed freely up to in 1850 saying that there 
were no more differences between themselves and the United Kingdom Government and of 
course this included the Falklands. 
 
Perhaps we should not be too surprised at their actions as they blatantly disregard international 
agreements and treaties when it suits them – including United Nations agreements, even 
binding Security Council resolutions, as they did in 1982. 
 
Now, if true there must be consequences for breaking international agreements. Whilst I cannot 
speak for other Honourable Members around this table, if the Argentine government has 
walked away from the Foradori – Duncan agreement then as far as this MLA is concerned that 
means that they had better not approach the Falkland Islands Government via third parties with 
any sort of proposals for cooperation on any matters as, as far as I am concerned everything is 
now off the table and if the present situation remains then my reply to any and all approaches 
and requests will be a firm “NO”. 
 
There may well be other ways around this particular problem, but we shall not be conducting 
our business on this matter in the open press. 
 
I am sure that I will hear cries of “we must continue to keep the moral high ground” – I say 
this: For all my life we have been urged to keep the moral high ground. At least three of my 
colleagues were victims of the Argentine invasion in 1982 and 40 years ago I found myself 
under a peat bank clutching my SLR and staring into the darkness – as with my other comrades 
from the FIDF who were doing our best doing what we could to defend our country whilst we 
still being urged to “keep to the moral high ground.” Moral high ground does not work with 
Argentina, where any sort of reasonableness is seen as weakness and they will push. I have 
seen it time and time again. The only language they understand is extremely firm, black and 
white. Fuzzy diplomatic speak doesn’t work with them. 
 
They come from what I would call a macho culture, they are natural bullies and even in a 
playground setting the bullied child can only take so much and some of them will turn. I have 
turned. I am down off that moral high ground and will be making my dispositions accordingly. 
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Before I end I would like to cover off their absolutely what I see as bonkers desire to have 
direct flights to the Falklands using an Argentine flagged aircraft. I say this, this is not the 
1970s chaps and we are not going back there. As far as this MLA is concerned, any direct 
flights between the Falklands and Argentina will be over my dead body. Punto final, and I 
thank you Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you. The Honourable Teslyn Barkman. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker. It’s with great sadness this community lost another young 
Falklands soul in Macauly Davis. Macauly’s service was yesterday, and it was suitably moving 
actually, for someone who gave so much to Falkland Land Holdings, to sports, to the country, 
and to our people really. Actually while rainbows kind of lit up around Goose Green and 
Goose Green Hall, he was lain to rest with absolute honour, surrounded by horses and by those 
who loved him and I think it’s fair to say that all of our hearts and thoughts from this Assembly 
go out to his family and friends in this incredibly difficult time. 
 
I’ve had a number of different calls this month, particularly concerned about what FIGAS and 
Workboat Services plans would be, if a few personnel are off work, I think something we can 
kind of forget, every now and then in our Stanley bubble is that actually the resilience of these 
services, is not always as great as we hope it would be. And certainly something that 
Coronavirus taught us, has been teaching us, for a couple of years is the ability to throw a 
spanner in the works and yes, we will adapt and yes, we will find a way around it but it’s taken 
a lot of a community effort in order to do it. 
 
We’re obviously still working through this period in time now, we’ve got Coronavirus in 
Stanley, it’s also in Camp, as a country we’re going to have to adjust to this, but I think we all 
need to keep in mind that not everyone’s comfort with this disease is at the same level, and 
certainly the impact to some people is going to be greater in terms of connectivity or resilience. 
Not just in terms of fear or comfort level with how it sits with them, and I really do hope that 
while we’re all keeping ourselves safe, that we’re also respecting others along the way. 
 
While we’ve been watching the rain actually, and it has been raining, quite considerable 
amount, possibly the last few days, the fears that our drying land shouldn’t be forgotten. I think 
that there are areas that are so dry that instead of the absorbency of our country being 
something to welcome this rain, it’s all running off in quite a few places and certainly that’s 
what I’m hearing. 
 
As an Assembly, we did state that we wished to support the mitigation of climate change quite 
early on, and I think later on when the Budget’s announced later in the year, I think we’ll be 
hopeful to set a bold Environmental Agenda from that. 
 
I just want to bring this up, particularly as it’s timely, that we need to do as much as we can, 
certainly should be supporting work on carve and capture projects, even if they’re not being 
supported by large international funds. I think we need to do our part and we need to set our 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 28th April 2022 

45 

own plans to help save this land, because without it, there isn’t much of a country and we need 
to keep that on the agenda.  
 
Certainly as we were talking about earlier about the Income Inequality Motion, which very 
glad to see it approved, if we want to set a standard, I see this actually, and possibly lost an 
opportunity to counter, always talk too early and don’t wait to hear what other people have had 
to say, but certainly, I see that Motion as being an opportunity to set a standard, to say right, 
this is the road map to how we want to narrow Income Inequality. You’re not going to solve it 
overnight, but all of those streams of Policy work that are happening, whether it’s in Housing, 
Rent Legislation, Education support or Welfare, it’s all with the mind on that journey, that road 
map we should have in the back of our head, that we want to narrow Income Inequality by a 
certain amount, over a number of decades. 
 
And certainly I think that can’t be achieved if we forget our responsibility to our Natural 
resources, so, let’s do that Climate Change Mitigation we’ve been talking the big talk about. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker, I’ll be fairly brief. In rising to support the Motion for 
Adjournment, I would, of course, very much like to echo the Honourable MLA Barkman’s 
sentiments about the tragic death of a youngster in our community, the Honourable John 
Birmingham had the privilege, I guess, if that’s the right word, to attend the funeral yesterday 
and what really struck me was the dignity of the family, and the amount of support from our 
community, that were there, I think there must have been probably something like 150 people, 
or perhaps upwards of that, were there, and it makes you proud and humble to be part of a 
community that shows that support in times of grief and hardship. 
 
On a totally different matter, but a much more happier one, from my point of view, is that in 
2003, when I was first elected, one of the things in my manifesto, were to do something about 
the FIGAS doors, and I was very pleased to go down there the other day and actually find that 
they’re there. I’m just afraid that I’ll wake up and it’s a dream, and when I go down next time 
they won’t be, but no, congratulations to PWD and all those people that eventually got them 
there and they look very good. Thank you very much for that. 
 
In one of the Bills we just passed, there was a section about dangerous dogs, and I don’t 
disagree with what’s in the Bill at all, but I would just like to reiterate to anybody who is 
listening and gets a bit fearful about this, we must remember that it’s a minority of dog 
handlers that cause the problems. 99.5% of people who have dogs are responsible and do 
things properly, but as with most things, it’s the minority that causes the problem, or why we 
have to have laws in place etc. 
 
And finally, Madam Deputy Speaker, I would just like to take this opportunity to thank our 
outgoing Director of Emergency Services and Islands Security, Pam Trevillion, and thank her 
for all she’s done in the years she’s been here, and I look forward to working with her 
replacement in the future. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, just to correct my Honourable Colleague Ian Hansen on 
the FIGAS doors. I’m sure PWD had a role, but it was FIC who did the work and the 
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Development and Commercial Services Department did the heavy lifting, I’m sure PWD had a 
role as well but I’d like to thank them all as well. 
 
My Honourable Colleague Gavin Short mentioned about the flights, I would also confirm my 
absolute opposition to direct flights to Argentina. We’ve held that line for some time and will 
continue to, forever as far as I’m concerned. If they are interfering with current flights and 
threatening to interfere with this as they always continue to do, then this absolutely highlights 
that we wouldn’t want to rely on a direct link with them, and why would anybody. 
  
And on Mac Davis, it was an absolute tragedy and I saw mentioned on social media, somebody 
mentioned that you don’t have to be old to be a proper Falkland Islands character. I didn’t 
know the young man terribly well, but it seems to me that he was a proper Falklands character 
and will be remembered fondly for that. 
 
Finally, I had not the pleasure, I would say, of watching the documentary on the secretive 
Falkland Islands. I’m conflicted between two incredibly important subjects being raised, 
however tenuous the link, and how incredibly biased it was done as well. 
 
We must never condone the behaviours described in the documentary whether murder or 
sexual assaults. We have taken many steps to address historical abuse and we should continue 
to hunt down these offenders, but more importantly prevent them ever happening in the first 
place. 
 
Having grown up in the Falklands, I like many others, do know the case of Alan Addis’s 
disappearance, or Marine Addis, perhaps I should say. Falkland Islanders I know have always 
wanted this case to be solved, but we cannot conjure up a solution. If anyone knows anything 
about the case, please make your views known to the police. But I don’t think it’s necessarily a 
secretive Falkland Islands that is preventing the solving of this case, perhaps the absence of a 
body, but if anybody knows anything please make your views known to the police, as I say. 
 
The same goes for anyone knowing or having been subject to sexual abuse or any kind of 
abuse for that matter. We must never think that the problem has gone away. We will continue 
to try and identify and prosecute these criminals. The victims must not feel they should keep 
quiet and we must do all we can to ensure they are heard. 
 
Just to set the record straight and I know my Honourable Colleague the Honourable Leona 
Roberts spoke to the film crew for about an hour identifying the steps we have taken, that they 
conveniently glossed over. For the record since 2017 we have; 

• Established a Child Sexual Exploitation subgroup which sits beneath the Safeguarding 
Children Board, which is now on a statutory footing, and a new Safeguarding Adults 
Board 

• We’ve appointed a Public Protection crossover role between the police and social 
services to work across multiple agencies to ensure that all safeguarding activities are 
coordinated and effective, that referrals into other services are closely managed and 
appropriately signposted, and that the recording and interpreting of key data is used to 
support the development of individual risk and needs assessments, so that cases are 
handled with a person-centric and trauma-informed approach, which can include the 
activation of specialist support such as professional counselling  
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• Development of sentencing plans for offenders who have committed sexual offences, to 
reduce their risk of reoffending on release from prison, including supervision by a 
Probation Officer, supported by a Clinical Psychologist  

• We’ve developed the Emotional Well-being Service to include a Clinical Psychologist 
who is a trauma specialist  

• A range of significant improvements within Education, including across the Nursery 
and Child Minding sectors, as well as at Stanley House and the appointment of a 
specialist Early Years teacher 

• Implemented a range of promotional campaigns to raise awareness of Child Protection, 
Domestic Abuse and Online Safety  

• Made Safeguarding training a mandatory requirement for any professional working 
with vulnerable adults or children 

 
I would also state that perhaps the reason our jail was full of sex offenders is because as a 
Government we took the issue seriously, opened up the old case files, added significant 
resource and hunted down these offenders. If it was empty, I think I would be more concerned. 
Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker, and can I just start by saying how good it is to see you 
back in the House, so thank you. I will also try to be brief today, I think there’s an awful lot of 
things that we could talk about and a lot have already been covered, but as Honourable 
Colleagues and most of the public will be aware, I was away for several weeks recently, 
undertaking public diplomacy, something which is always a privilege and a pleasure to be able 
to represent the Falklands at events. 
 
You’ll be very glad to hear that I won’t talk you through each and every one, otherwise I think 
you’d be keeling over in your seats, but I will just say I found it a very useful and very 
productive trip, particularly the engagements with the Veterans, were quite extraordinary and 
very moving. Most of all, I guess, a dinner that I had, a day largely that I spent with the Royal 
Marines of Naval Party 8901, and there were many old friends in there, some of whom passed 
on their warmest wishes. 
 
But it struck me very strongly actually, how so many of those brave men have lingering 
feelings that they let us down somehow, on Invasion Night, and I very strongly set them right 
on that, that Falkland Islanders don’t feel for a second that they let us down. We know how 
well they defended us, and I was quite distressed actually to hear that some of them have that 
view. And so just for the record here, I think, I would say that the men of Naval Party 8901 did 
us proud on the night of the 1st of April, and the Contingents serving on HMS Endurance who 
are slightly overlooked too, are all heroes in our eyes and I hope that now we will see more of 
them coming back, in the years to come. Certainly that was expressed during that day. 
Anyway, a very good, useful time away all together. 
 
As people will also know, on arriving back I ended up testing positive for Covid. I have just 
completed my isolation, happily I’m negative now and I just wanted to really thank people first 
of all, because although I’m very fortunate in my family and my friends who looked after me 
with care packages being dropped on the doorstep, I also had an amazing number of contacts 
largely through facebook messenger, of people just offering support, offering help, saying “I 
hope you’re okay, if you need anything at all” and those were not necessarily people who I 
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would expect to be volunteering their services in that way, and I find it very, very touching and 
very reassuring, and it just reminded me actually, how incredible this community is, and how 
we are capable of pulling together in very difficult circumstances, in a very selfless way. 
 
I make that point really because I think there is nervousness, as my Honourable Colleague 
Teslyn Barkman had pointed out in her words earlier, there is nervousness around the 4th of 
May, and around our changing circumstances, and I completely understand that, and I wouldn’t 
downplay it at all. It’s absolutely fine for people to feel nervous or afraid, it is a change for us, 
and that is going to take a little bit of getting used to. 
 
But I would reassure people, as has again been mentioned, earlier this morning, that we are in a 
very, very different place from where we were in 2020, when the virus was new and strong and 
it wasn’t understood. We have a community that is massively vaccinated and I would thank our 
Medical Services and the community themselves for responding so well to that vaccination 
programme. 
 
We are as protected as we can be, and we have people all over Government, all over the Private 
Sector, at BFSAI, all over the Islands, working really hard to make sure that our plans are in 
place and that we are as prepared as we can be. There might be some difficult moments, let’s 
be honest about that, but we do have to move on, we’re not able to stay in the position that we 
are in now, and I for one, didn’t take that decision lightly, gave it an awful lot of thought and I 
am confident that it is the right time for us to be making this move. 
 
So I come back again to that point about this community, and we saw, once we got over a few 
little bumps early in 2020, we saw actually how incredibly well people pulled together, 
volunteering where was necessary, adjusting their behaviours, looking out for each other, just 
doing all sorts of lovely things, and I don’t believe we will be anywhere near that level of 
tension again. But I think we will need to be kind, we will need to be thoughtful and aware of 
people’s fears and look out for each other. 
 
And I guess I would finish that piece by saying, for me, happily Covid was not too bad, it felt 
like a cold, I’ve had worse colds and I’ve had worse flu. The worst thing was actually a 
tiredness, and so I hope that most peoples experience is along those lines too. 
 
I would finish by also extending my condolences to the Davis family and friends, an absolutely 
tragedy and very difficult for a community like this. Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, excuse me a bit, my back is giving me gip. 
I’ve just a few things to mention here. The Courts and Registry have gone digital, that’s real 
progress and well done on that, but I have no doubt that anyone who has difficulty accessing 
technology and there are some, will get a printed version of a form or papers if required, and I 
say this especially for those living in the Camp. 
 
This community in the past has prided itself on the way its used and reused items, be it 
furniture, vehicles. Recently this has slipped and yesterday, this I found in a skip and I brought 
it just to illustrate the wastage within the Falkland Islands Government. The skip was outside 
an FIG building. Nothing wrong with the furniture in there, we can have all the fancy reports 
we like, and we do get plenty of those, but actually recycling starts at the lowest of levels so I 
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ask that FIG, the Falkland Island Government, all Departments, think please, before you throw 
things away. There are ways and means of moving them around. 
 
I was going to the West this afternoon, the Almighty it is said, laughs at the plans of men. 
Although I’m relaxed about the lowering of restrictions, relaxed on a personal level, it was a 
very difficult decision I felt, but on a personal level I am. I know that not everybody is, so I 
don’t think it would be right and proper for me to go trolleying around knocking on peoples 
doors, but I’m always available by phone or by email, and when things normalise, I shall be out 
and about. 
 
Recently there have been many comments on social media and in the local press, about all sorts 
of things, especially us, long may it continue. This time last year I was just another whinger on 
the street, in four years’ time I’ll be back on the street and I’ll still be whinging. I was born a 
whinger. The freedom to criticise has been bought with blood; please don’t forget that, I say. 
And I’ll be able to defend anybody who has an opinion. 
 
The Falkland Islands are a good and decent society; we have problems the same as anywhere 
else. Civil society, which I take as anything not Government driven or led, relies on volunteers, 
those who give their time freely. Everything from the Youth Organisations, all the way through 
to people who organise and run Dog Trials and Races, if anybody sits down and starts thinking, 
and starts on a list, you’ll just see how long that is, but we need more people to step forward 
and become involved. 
 
And I also mean Committees. Committee structure is important to our democracy, and I ask 
anybody who wishes to get involved in society to put their names forward to sit on 
Committees, and I say this, with in mind the Planning and Building Committee that needs more 
Committee members. They sit around that table making important decisions, some go to 
appeal, some are overturned, some are not, and as in life, sometimes you win, sometimes you 
lose. But please think about that. 
 
It’s a time of year to remember, isn’t it? I first came here in 1974, the supply ship, the AES, 
would leave Denton Wharf in Graves End. Roads outside of Stanley were a fantasy, and Robin 
Lee, an ex-Member of this House, would be laughed at when he mentioned the ferry. We’ve 
come a long way since then, and we’re still travelling. Madam Deputy Speaker, I support the 
Motion. 
 
Madam Deputy Speaker 
 
Does any other Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion? No. The House stands 
Adjourned accordingly. 
 
 
 
Confirmed this 28th day of May 2022 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
                                                                                                        

 Speaker of the House 




