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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly 
Thursday 24th February 2022 

 
 
Prayers 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, I bid you good morning and my usual reminder please about making 
sure mobile phones and other electronic equipment is turned to silent. And also a reminder 
please that the microphones in front of you are very sensitive, so your whispered aside or 
private conversation may in fact have a wider audience than you anticipate. Please be aware of 
that. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Confirmation of the record of the Legislative Assembly held on the 20th January 2022. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members I have before me a record of our last meeting, is it your wish that I sign 
this as a true record? 
 
Honourable Members 
 
It is.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Papers to be laid on the table by the Honourable Chief Executive. Copies of Subsidiary 
Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last sitting of the Legislative 
Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the Interpretation and General 
Clauses Ordinance 1977. 

• Fisheries (Prescribed Percentages) Regulations 2022 
• Stanley Common (Permitted Development) Regulations 2021 

 

In accordance with the Finance and Audit Ordinance 1988, section 57 (1): 

• Falkland Islands Government Financial Accounts 2020/21 
• Pension (Old Scheme) Fund Accounts 2020/21 
• Insurance Fund Accounts 2020/21 
• Capital Equalisation Fund Accounts 2020/21 
• Currency Fund Accounts 2020/21 
• Retirement Pension Equalisation Fund Accounts 2020 

 
In accordance with the Falkland Islands Tourist Board Ordinance 2014, Section 20 

• Falkland Islands Tourist Board Audited Financial Statements and Annual Report 2020/21 
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Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive  
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, I hereby I lay the aforementioned papers on the table 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you. The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41(3) I move that the Fisheries (Prescribed 
Percentages) Regulations 2022 be noted 
 
These Regulations are made under Sections 58 and 223 of the Fisheries (Conservation and 
Management) Ordinance 2005. They replace the Fisheries (Aggregation Limits) Regulations 
2005. The reason for prescribing percentages (aggregation limits) is to prevent domination in 
the market which could result from a grant or disposal of Individual Transferable Quota or 
Catch Entitlement.  
 
The major change in these Regulations is that the prescribed percentages (aggregation limits) 
are linked to fisheries rather than stock (species). The percentages are prescribed in relation to 
Individual Transferable Quota and Catch Entitlement.  
 
The Schedule to the Regulations sets out the respective prescribed percentages (aggregation 
limits) in respect of the fisheries listed in the first column. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
And a Seconder, please? 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I second 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham to second. Does any Member wish to speak to that Motion? 
No.  
 
The Motion is that the Fisheries (Prescribed Percentages) Regulations 2022 are noted.  
 
Is there any objection to that Motion? There is no objection. That Motion is carried, and those 
Regulations are noted. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
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Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the Stanley Common (Permitted 
Development) Regulations 2021 be noted 
 
These Regulations are made under sections 8(5) and 10 of the Stanley Common Ordinance 
1999 and come into force on publication in the Gazette. 
 
Regulation 3 permits the Falkland Islands Defence Force to undertake any works that are 
reasonably necessary for the use of the firing range at Rookery Bay. The range is delineated on 
the map in Schedule 1. 
 
Regulation 4 and Schedule 2 provide retrospective permission for existing developments by the 
Government on Stanley Common that are not covered by existing approvals under the 
Ordinance. 
 
Regulation 5 and Schedule 3 provide permission for a number of specified small-scale 
developments on the Common, subject to restrictions which include in some cases the need to 
obtain the approval of the Governor (in relation to any fencing that prevents public access to 
any part of the Common), or the Director of Policy and Economic Development and the 
Director of Public Works. 
 
Regulation 6 provides a limited power for the Director of Policy and Economic Development 
to approve small-scale infrastructure that meets the criteria in subregulation (2), in addition to 
the specific projects permitted under Schedule 3. The Stanley Common Management Plan, 
referred to in paragraph (g) of subregulation (2) can be found at: 
 
https://www.fig.gov.fk/policy/environment/stanley-common 
 
Regulation 7 provides for a register to be kept of approvals given under Regulation 6 and 
Schedule 3. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
And a Seconder, please? 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Mr Speaker I second the Motion 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts to second the Motion. Does any Member wish to speak to that 
Motion? No.  
 
Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection. Those Regulations are 
noted. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the  
• Falkland Islands Government Financial Accounts 2020/21 
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• Pension (Old Scheme) Fund Accounts 2020/21 
• Insurance Fund Accounts 2020/21 
• Capital Equalisation Fund Accounts 2020/21 
• Currency Fund Accounts 2020/21 
• Retirement Pension Equalisation Fund Accounts 2020 

be noted 
 
By way of explanation, these are the annual audited accounts of the Falkland Islands 
Government and they each contain an unqualified opinion. Thank you 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
And a Seconder, please? 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker I second the Motion 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard to second. Does any Member wish to speak to the Motion? No.  

Is there any objection to passing the Motion? There is no objection. Those Accounts are noted. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the Falkland Islands Tourist 
Board Audited Financial Statements and Annual Report 2020/21 be noted. 
 
And as way of explanation, I would commend this to anyone within the Tourist Section, those 
with an interest in Tourism, indeed those who don’t, because it doesn’t just contain the 
numbers in the profit and loss account, balance sheet and notes the financial statement, and the 
independent auditors report, but also does contain the Chair’s report, Executive Directors’ 
report, Board Members’ report, and a statement of Board Members’ responsibilities. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
And can I have a Seconder, please? 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker I second the Motion 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham to Second. Does any Member wish to speak to that Motion? 
No.  
 
Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection. Those Financial 
Statements and the Annual Report of the Falkland Islands Tourist Board are noted. 
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Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Questions for oral response. Question number 14/22 by Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in August 2021 a consultation was undertaken with the 
public on the possible site for the new Stanley Cemetery. Could the Honourable Peter Biggs 
please inform the House what the outcome of the consultation was and what the next steps are 
please and the anticipated timeline. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, the consultation has identified a preferred site to the west of Stanley. The next 
steps are to complete detailed site surveys, finalise the site position, and carry out the detailed 
design. It is anticipated that these works will take approximately 3 months. Once completed, a 
project plan will be prepared and a submission will be made to ExCo and SFC for the release 
of the Capital Funding. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank the Honourable Gentleman for his reply. Just for 
clarity, the west of Stanley, I presume, is he talking about the old EZRO site and, of course, 
that is to the south of where the old rubbish dump used to be. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Member, I am not acquainted with the exact site of the proposed new 
cemetery and so I can’t answer that question, however, I will get back to him with the 
information. Thank you. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you. Does any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question? No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question number 15/22 by Honourable John Birmingham 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, could the Honourable Mark Pollard confirm that temporary 
construction site toilets as seen on building sites would be placed for use of passengers and 
others at the Ferry Heads (New Haven and Port Howard) whilst awaiting the funding for new 
permanent facilities. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I thank my Honourable Colleague for the question. There are currently 
no plans to provide temporary public toilets or to secure funding for more permanent solution. 
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If there were plans, it’s not something that Commercial Services would get involved in, to be 
quite frank. They manage a ferry service and there is a toilet on the ferry. 
 
If Members want to pursue this, then I would suggest they speak to PWD to request either a 
temporary or more permanent facility. Thank you Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his reply. I asked this question pretty much for the way I 
would go about furthering this objective. Would he agree with me, that in the spirit of the 
constant cry of “we must future-proof”, and if there is always going to be a ferry, which there 
is, would he agree that it’s not unreasonable to suggest that proper facilities are put in at the 
ferry heads? 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I would like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his follow-up 
question, Mr Speaker, to be perfectly honest I’m unsure of the demand, I think people drive to 
New Haven to get onto the ferry, the ferry has a toilet, they arrive at New Haven, on a ferry, 
which has a toilet. 
 
I’ve been told about the demand, there are something like 60 thousand people, was the quote I 
was told, go through that ferry terminal, but at the same time, they’re getting onto a ferry with 
a toilet, they’re getting off a ferry with a toilet. I think I would certainly support it if we could 
find a port-a-loo somewhere to put it out there, and perhaps monitor the demand, but as for the 
actual future-proofing and putting toilets in every public building we build, I’m not so sure of 
the demand, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
I thank him for his reply, if I’m allowed to make a suggestion Mr Speaker, the next time 
anybody goes down to the ferry, you have to be there 30 minutes before the ferry takes off, you 
will spot to the south-east there’s a very green piece of grass. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question? The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I must admit I don’t think this is really the forum where we 
should get bogged down in debate on the merits of this option. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Perhaps it could be returned at your convenience. Does any other Member wish to raise a 
supplementary question? 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
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Question number 16/22 by Honourable John Birmingham 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, is the Honourable Peter Biggs able to tell this House if the 
Environmental Department have a view on the impact unrestricted access to dogs is having on 
wildlife on those beaches recently re- opened after being closed for forty years. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Member, specific studies on the impact of dogs on wildlife on 
recently re-opened beaches in the Falkland Islands has not yet been carried out, so it is not yet 
possible to evaluate whether there has been an impact. Studies elsewhere have indicated that 
dogs running off leashes are a strong cause for disturbance of migratory shore-birds. 
 
As much as they are our companions, unconfined dogs and cats can interact with wildlife as 
predators, competitors and disease transmitters, so it is important that we all take responsibility 
for our pets. This is why the Environmental Department and Veterinary Services continue to 
work with the Falkland Islands Dog Owners Association, to increase awareness and to promote 
responsible dog ownership. 
 
More broadly, as part of our work around increased biodiversity protection, along with the 
management of Stanley Common, we are considering additional measures that could be taken 
to reduce the many different kinds of pressures wildlife faces both in recently re-opened 
beaches and elsewhere on the Islands. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his answer. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to raise a supplementary question?  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, would the Honourable MLA Mr Biggs not agree though, 
that unless you have a baseline study to know what you have at the beginning, it will make life 
that much more difficult say in 10 years’ time, if this comes back to public debate? 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Member, I do agree that that is an important factor, and that will be 
one of the considerations we take into account, in our further work on this problem. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his reply. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
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Thank you Mr Speaker. It’s not necessarily a question, but more of a comment on the back of 
my Honourable Colleague Gavin Shorts’ question. I understand that there has been work done 
privately sourced and supported in some ways by the Environmental Studies budget, which 
does monitor the coastal area and has taken note of bird populations. 
 
It’s not just important in the case of understanding pet’s effects on migratory birds but also on 
our own developments and infrastructure developments. There was some quite interesting 
evidence given when we were reviewing the Environmental Strategy, about thinking a little bit 
more carefully about where we place infrastructure and how far it should be away from the 
shore-line to help preserve environments for migratory birds and our shore birds. 
 
I think there is a lot more information out there possibly, than we think. Thank you Mr 
Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. Very briefly, I completely concur with my Honourable Colleague 
Teslyn Barkman, there has been a piece of work done, surveying coastal wildlife, I think I 
reported back on that in the House just a few months ago, in the last Assembly. 
 
I think this is a legitimate thing to consider, but I’m not entirely sure how much of a quote 
`problem` it is. I think most dog owners are very responsible, of course we do hear and see 
instances where that’s not the case, so I think the work that’s going on with the Dog Owners 
group is really important. 
 
I would just say that I hope we don’t automatically assume that there is a massive issue where 
there might not be, and leap to some fairly draconian restrictions, which I would be sorry to 
see. Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question or comment? No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question number 17/22 by Honourable John Birmingham 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, can the Honourable Roger Spink please advise the House 
of the total cost to the Taxpayer of the FIG renting of commercial office space in the last 
financial year. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, the total cost of renting commercial office spaces is 
£145,500 per-annum. Further costs are incurred for utilities and cleaning, and are estimated to 
add between 5 and 10 % to the total cost. 
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The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his reply. Would the Honourable Member agree with me, 
that the Falkland Island Government now has control of Hillside, and has had since the year 
before last, there is scope for utilising some of the buildings there, thus saving tax-payers’ 
money? 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I would like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his 
reply and question. We have the option to look at how we best spend tax-payers money, during 
the Budget Select Committee process, and I am sure that is the forum for the discussion on 
where and how we can reduce the costs to the tax-payer. Thank you 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
I must apologise to the Honourable Member, I thought I was asking him a question, but clearly 
he’s unable to give me the answer. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, the answer is we need to look at the options, and we need to look at the costs of 
those options, and that’s best done during the Budget Select Committee, and we also need to 
know what is required, before giving an answer. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. I think this is probably an example where we’re not great at 
communicating what’s happening behind the scenes perhaps. Certainly I, along with many 
Colleagues, have pushed for at least three and a bit years, maybe even four, for a better view of 
our Government facilities, our Government estate, to understand as we expand or as certain 
buildings need replacing, where we move, where we go, these discussions have been on-going 
and they remain on-going, unfortunately we’ve seen fairly slow progress on this. 
 
I would urge officers listening if we can progress this work and try and understand exactly how 
we expand the estate we have, where we move into and how we develop it. I think it’s 
understanding the big picture rather than the small pieces. Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to raise a supplementary question or comment? No 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 18/22 by Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
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Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, could the Honourable Peter Biggs please tell the House 
what the programme might be for the replacement of roads within Stanley that seem to have 
fallen into a bad state. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Gavin Short, the detailed Stanley Roads programme is currently being 
reviewed and updated, the current focus is on Philomel Street and Dean Street as the surface 
water system below those roads needs to be completed before works can be carried out on 
other areas of the road work, such as Davis Street and Callaghan Road. 
 
Smaller areas are being tackled at the same time with works currently under way on Ross Road 
East from Holdfast Road, to the 1914 Memorial. There will also be works on Davis Street and 
Brandon Road in due course. 
 
As the asphalt season reaches completion, the team will move into Stanley to carry out 
remedial works, where required by the current programme priorities. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank the Honourable Gentleman for his reply and I do 
look forward to seeing that programme when it’s refreshed and, hopefully, will be made public. 
Philomel Hill works started well over a month or two late, did it not, and also I presume it’s 
going to take us, or could I ask whether it is going to take us, I would presume, some years to 
actually do the whole length of that hill, given the present speed at which we seem to be doing 
things. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Member, the prioritisation of road works in Stanley is a very complex 
area and it changes from day to day, so the timings do sometimes slip, and this is unavoidable 
because other things take priority, however I look forward to an updated and recently clear 
version of the Road programme made available. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Member for his reply. My last question on this, does he 
know whether roads, such as parts of Callaghan Road, is due for any sort of TLC because that 
is becoming in quite a bad state. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Member, I understand that is one of the priority zones that the PWD 
will be focusing on. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Gentleman for his reply. 
 
Mr Speaker 
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Does any Member wish to raise a supplementary question? No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question number 19/22 by Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, the consultation for the new port facility is now underway 
and I would be grateful if the Honourable Mark Pollard could please advise why the road has 
been proposed to pass through the land under cultivation by Stanley Growers rather than 
running along the shoreline in an east/west orientation before joining the existing road that 
comes up from FIPASS. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his question. I think if 
the road were just under consultation it would probably be far easier. Alternative routes for the 
road where considered during Stage 1A of the port contract, options were considered for 
technical complexity, compliance with road and safety standards, impact on the fore shore, 
disruption to agricultural land, interface and effect on existing utilities and the cost and 
programme impact. 
 
The lower route close to the coast would have minimised disruption to Stanley Growers, but 
was very disruptive to existing services, it would have involved lowering strategic 
infrastructure, including the foul pumping main for Stanley, the HV – high voltage supply, to 
FIPASS road business, and the local water main. These lowering works would have been over 
hundreds of metres and would have incurred significant costs.  A route along the shore line 
would also have required retaining structures close to the beach. 
 
The route proposed has less impact on the coastline, both the foreshore and the coastal path, 
and is more cost-effective for construction. It’s easier to build and needs less materials. It has 
less impact on Pony’s Pass Quarry, as it needs less road materials to be processed and 
transported to the site. The proposed road is aligned to a route above the pond which reduces 
the risk of long term settlement due to a high water table, and overland flow risks from the 
pond. 
 
Operationally it’s also a shorter route for access to the SAAS yards and to coastal road 
businesses, for each and every trip to and from the port in its operational lifespan. All of these 
factors were considered and balanced; the proposed route was the most advantageous. FIG is 
working with Stanley Growers Limited currently to ensure that we can relocate the affected 
poly tunnels out of growing season for the affected crops and minimise disruption to the 
business. 
 
We are also exploring options to relocate soil and organic material to bring some of the current 
unused land into productive use. Discussions continue with Stanley Growers on all of these 
topics, including the potential for alternative land to compensate for any net loss of arable land. 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
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The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank the Honourable Gentleman for his reply and I do 
feel for him because this discussion probably could do with other inputs, but we are in this 
House. I believe though, I’ll tell you two things, one, I believe, I was told this morning that the 
talks with Stanley Growers has now broken down. 
 
Two, this decision, was it taken through ExCo and does that mean its set in stone, as policy, 
and cannot now be changed, without a further ExCo decision, if Members change their mind? 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker, I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his follow up question. As for what 
is set in stone, absolutely not, it’s still in the design phase, the detail design phase. When we 
get to the end of that ExCo will approve the detailed design. We’re talking at the moment about 
the planning application. So whether or not exactly that happens is subject to future control by 
these Members here. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, sorry I continue my quest to try and perhaps understand 
things better. Five of the Honourable Members here have been with this project right from the 
beginning, three of us have come in a little cold, so we perhaps don’t have the full 
understanding that Honourable Members do, who were around. 
 
Would the proposed siting of a slipway have influenced the decision to push the road up to the 
route that it is proposed to take at the moment? 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
So again, perhaps its easier for me to lay out the start to finish of the port. So we had Stage 1A, 
which was the rougher design phase, we have 1B, which is the detailed design phase, Stage 2 
will be the build phase. If we decide to do that. 
 
We are in the middle of Stage 1B at the moment, which is the detailed design phase, so no one 
has approved any of these works at all yet. The slipway, which my Honourable Colleague talks 
about, would be approximately I believe fifty metres wide, which would be going across the 
coast, which would effect all of the services I talked about in the answer to the question. 
 
However the road, where it to have gone across where the slipway is going, would be a couple 
hundred metres, so you’re talking about a significant change in magnitude on the effect on the 
services that run underneath. All of the sewage, or most of the sewage, that comes out of 
Stanley, goes underneath and through there, so that would have to be rerouted. So there are lots 
of different factors in play here.  
 
Now, my Honourable Colleague asked about whether the talks had broken down with Stanley 
Growers, I sincerely hope they haven’t. The will of, I believe, the Members, and certainly the 
Government Officers involved, is to try and find an amicable solution that means that we don’t 
have a detrimental effect on the business there. So the will is there, the effort is there, and I 
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really, sincerely hope that the talks haven’t broken down. I really want to see an amicable 
solution for all involved here, so we can get on and build this thing. 
 
Because if we don’t build this port, Mr Speaker, to be brutally frank, I don’t think we will build 
a port, we will be postponing the life of FIPASS and trying to run all of our business through 
FIPASS, if we go back to the drawing board, those are my concerns, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank him for his reply. I’m not too sure whether, 
changing perhaps, certain aspects of the project is really going to retract to the drawing board. 
But I believe, am I right in thinking that the water mains will have to be made larger down that 
way, is that water main that would be running through the site, where it presently goes, or is it 
the watermain that feeds into that pipe? 
 
Just thinking that if we’re going to have to dig it all up to renew it, to shift it while you’re at it. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker, I have no idea about the exact details of the watermain, but we talked about the 
water main, high voltage cables, we talked about sewage coming out of Stanley, I suspect in 
terms of water demand for a new port, its probably going to be very similar to the water 
demand of the existing port. So I don’t know, is the answer, but I can certainly try and find out. 
Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I do thank the Honourable Member for his replies and his 
patience and I shall now sit down. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. I suppose with a bit of leave from yourself, I wish to actually first 
highlight some of the concerns that my Honourable Colleague Gavin Short has drawn to, that 
there has been significant rescoping of the port project since the stakeholder engagement phase, 
and that the need for proper engagement and consultation is always important to make sure 
that, if nothing else, that no opportunities for future-proofing and the future use of the port have 
been missed. 
 
I think it remains a very current concern of the public, how Falkland Islands Government will 
choose to fund this port project and continue to be able to afford the upcoming Capital 
Programme, of which there are many critial pieces of national infrastrucure in need of finance. 
There are some very broad, but very sincere questions being asked about whether it involves 
taking on national debt, or whether it involves a refreshed look at our own funds, for example. 
 
But I wonder if I can ask Honourable Financial Secretary, if he can commit to a conversation 
with the public around this matter so that at least even in a hypothetical way, with some 
principles outlined, we can give some reassurance to the public that this has been well thought 
through. 
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The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for her diligence in pursuing the debate with the public over 
the options for financing the port, and indeed the wider sides of Government. It’s my opinion 
that all decisions of Government, including the Reserves Policies that we hold and decisions 
around the wider aspects of Government expenditure and financing for the port need to be 
considered in toto, and those decisions form part of the Budget Select Committee process, but 
equally the options available to us for funding can be discussed with the public at an 
appropriate juncture. 
 
I will seek to find a date for a Public Meeting to enable that to take place. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
I’d like to thank the Honourable Financial Secretary for his comments. Drawing back to the 
first point I made, to be sure that conversation with the public happens before significant 
decisions are made, reflects an important level of public consultation around this matter. 
 
I’m sure he appreciates that as an Elected Representative of the people of the Falkland Islands 
we have a duty holden to make sure that they have faith in the decisions that we are making 
and in the way in which we spend their money. So I thank him for committing to having that 
conversation, I look forward to it happening soon. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I just wanted to highlight the different areas that we’re looking at here 
and perhaps, separate them slightly. So on the 1st of March there will be a Planning and 
Building meeting considering the Planning Application for the port, that is one decision, I think 
we’re talking about the finance and hypothetical scenarios and how we raise the finance is 
another. And then I think the third bit is what we’re building, why we’re building it, where 
we’re building it and how we’re building it. 
 
I just want to separate those out, so when it comes to having a conversation around how we 
fund the port, it doesn’t get bogged down in, why don’t we build a port in Port William, why 
are we not including a roro, all these other conversations, it is solely about how we fund it. I 
think if we end up conflating these three very separate entities, it could possibly just carry on 
forever. Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague Mark Pollard for 
delineating very specifically between those different areas, I think he is completely right. It 
does actually draw a bit of a lens around a question of when a consultation on how the scope of 
the project was decided as to where it is and where those alternative questions could be sent to, 
to be addressed, because I think these are still questions that are bubbling up around the 
community and at some point they will need to be addressed. 
 
So if he has any ideas as to how and when that conversation on the scope and design of the 
port, not necessarily under the Planning Laws and the Planning side of things, as he has very 
carefully separated them out. 
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The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Yes Mr Speaker, I think we’re on journey so the 1st of March is the Planning and Building 
discussion, the Honourable Financial Secretary has committed to holding a Public Meeting at 
some point, presumably after that I would think, and then at some point, we are in the middle 
of Stage 1B which is the detailed design phase, so currently we don’t know exactly what we’re 
building, how we’re doing it, so as we come towards the end of that stage, it will require 
permission from Executive Council and from Standing Finance Committee, so all of the 
Members, to fund the project, presuming that we get to that. 
 
So I think before we click the go button, if you like, on building the port, we probably 
absolutely should be telling the public what we’re building, when we’re building it, why we’re 
building it, so those are the three different bits. 
 
1st of March, slightly afterwards, and I believe it’s towards the end of this year that we come to 
the end of Stage 1B and we would have to do that slightly before, but exactly how we do it, 
when we do it, I don’t know, we’ll have to work that out Mr Speaker, and then inform the 
public what the next steps are. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I thank my Honourable Colleague for his response. I would just like to 
highlight that I think proper consultations, it’s my own personal point of view, happens before 
material decisions are made, and before things start to be paid for, we’ve committed to a 
certain pathway otherwise. So just to be sure that happens. It seems like something we really 
should have addressed some time ago, but in a meaningful consultation, it needs to be just that. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker, I’ve heard a lot of opinions recently, so in the hustings building up to the Election 
and since about the lack of consultation around the port, the consultation that actually 
happened around the start of the port was the biggest consultation that I’ve ever seen the 
Government take.  
 
There was a huge questionnaire, I believe one of my family members involved in the Shipping 
Industry, complained that it was too long. I said to him this is your one chance to affect it so fill 
it in. So there was a massive consultation, loads of people responded, there were workshops 
held all over the place with it, every stakeholder we could identify in terms of building this, but 
we cannot build things by committee, because I could sit down 30 industry members and ask 
them to design a port, and they would all come up with a different design I’m sure. 
 
So the consultation started, I think certainly there has to be a discussion around how we fund it, 
what effect it has on the Future Reserves Policy, or the Future Reserves that we hold, where the 
money comes from, I think exactly, we have to inform the public what we’re building, where 
we’re building it, how we’re building it, and how that’s going to affect them, absolutely, but I 
would just like to perhaps draw a line through the fact that there has no consultation on this 
port, there has been absolutely massive amounts of consultation, the likes I’ve never seen the 
Government do before, so perhaps I wanted to correct that. 
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The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Unfortunately Mr Speaker, I have to correct my Honourable Colleague, there was a vast 
amount of stakeholder engagement, which informed a scope, and I’m not discrediting that that 
was a fast amount of stakeholder engagement, it was a tremendous amount of work, that scope 
changed and there hasn’t be consultation either on that scope initially or on the redesign. 
 
So while I appreciate there’s been a vast amount of stakeholder engagement, the public 
consultation aspect on where the design has got to, certainly now, as we’re coming up to 1B 
and going to be committing a vast amount of public funds into that, there has not been a 
consultation on 1A, so I think from my point of view, certainly not in a way that people felt 
they could lend in questions, I understand that the paper has been published and obviously 
people can always send in their comments, but for something of this level of national 
importance, I do think the fact that we’re still getting some of these questions bubbling out of 
the community is because we haven’t addressed them head on. 
 
I know that could just be my style of things and there’s possibly where not everyone has the 
same view, but I do certainly think there needs to be some forum in which to discuss and air 
some of these concerns. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker, I think something of this magnitude, something of this size, that essentially is our 
economy, our future economy, I think Honourable Colleague is right in a way, that perhaps we 
need more discussion now, some more consultation, but it wasn’t just stakeholders, it was 
anyone could have responded to that, the initial input into the port. It was open to everybody 
and we had several Public Meetings ourselves, on it, with the contractors. 
 
But the point is taken, I understand that certainly we need to talk more publicly about what 
we’re doing and how we’re doing it, but we have to be very careful, because at the moment we 
don’t know exactly what we’re doing and how we’re doing it, because we’re still in the 
detailed design phase. 
 
Once we get a better picture of exactly how we’re doing things, then we can tell people, but we 
can’t tell people what we don’t know. Otherwise we’re just hypothetically theorising on what 
may happen and what may not. I would urge anyone with an interest in the port, so if people 
are interested in the Planning and Building design phase, then please engage with the Planning 
and Building process.  
 
After that, when we have the talk about how we fund it, if people are interested in that, please 
get hold of us, talk to us, ask us, and attending the meeting that we have. Ask your questions 
and we’ll try and get the answers out.  
 
When it comes to actually approving the decision and when we talk about that, and exactly 
what we’re building, how we’re building it, where we’re building it, why we’re building it, 
again, please come and talk to us. But like I say, there has been extensive consultation already, 
and I think there should be, and I think there should be more, and I’m all for that, but it’s 
exactly how we do it and how we structure that, thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
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Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, we’re a long way from the original. There are issues in the 
public sphere, one thing that we could try and build up, I would suggest, is a little bit of mutual 
respect. We have to respect that this is a large construction company, with lots of experience, 
but they also have to respect that here in the Falkland Islands there are people with experience 
and there are people here who will be using the facilities. 
 
We have numerous Sea Captains here with years of experience, and occasionally you do get 
the impression that, yes, they may be in the room, but they’re not actually listening, so I think 
mutual respect has to be regained. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question or a comment? No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question number 20/22 by Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. Could the Honourable Mark Pollard please inform the House on what 
local content policy will be in place for the port project? 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I would like to thank my Honourable Colleague for this question. 
It’s one that’s certainly surfaced a few times in recent time. So, BAM Nuttal the contractor, are 
working closely with FIG, to ensure that the Falkland Islands businesses and residents can 
benefit as much as possible from the current port project. 
 
This includes ensuring all subcontract procurement opportunities are made available to local 
business, and opportunities have been advertised in the local media in recent months. In 
addition to opportunities for contractors, BAM have advertised locally to invite expressions of 
interest from certain trades, for people to contact them to submit CVs. 
 
BAM are also in discussion with the College about opportunities for Apprenticeships with 
BAM. Thank you Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank , Mr Speaker, and I’d thank my Honourable Colleague for his response. I think it is 
really important that all the opportunities possible are made available to local businesses, to 
bring the most benefit to the local economy, and I hope that local businesses do take up on 
those opportunities. 
 
Could my Honourable Colleague confirm that if there is a framework in place, for how local 
bids might be dealt with, or if this has been worked out? 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
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Thank you Mr Speaker, I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague for her follow-up question. 
I’m not sure exactly what the framework is, I have seen a Local Content Policy before come 
through, that was in regards to hydro-carbons, it’s the only one that I’ve seen, certainly in my 
time as an Assembly Member. 
 
Whether or not we do something similar or very close, I’m not sure, but I think absolutely, we 
need to make sure that local businesses can get involved and can help us to deliver this port. 
I’m not sure Mr Speaker, I will get back to the House and I will certainly push for more local 
content, as much as we can get. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts, you’re satisfied? Does any other Member wish to raise a 
supplementary question? No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question number 21/22 by Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Could the Honourable MLA Spink please inform this House what quality of service parameters 
have been measured since the signing of the Telecommunications Individual Operating 
Licence in 2017? Has the provider met those parameters and are they a matter of public record? 
Has the licensee published comparable, adequate and up to date information for End-Users on 
the quality of its carriage services? If so where? 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I’d like to thank the Honourable Mark Pollard for his 
question. We’re very fortunate today with the Regulator having left the Islands, the learned 
Attorney General is now officially the Regulator and he has very graciously offered to answer 
this question on my behalf. 
 
The Attorney General 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. Yes, I will certainly try and answer the question. I thank the 
Honourable Mark Pollard for his question. Maybe if I could just say a few words first, to put 
that answer into context. 
 
The exclusive licence was completed in April 2017, and the Communications Ordinance 2017, 
under which it was made, came into effect a few days earlier on the 31st of March 2017. Now, 
the first Regulator took up her post in I believe, August 2017, and essentially, that first 
Regulator had to develop from scratch all of the functions anticipated by the Ordinance.  I 
think in the Ordinance there are 19 Communications objectives, which the Regulator is charged 
to pursue, and in taking any action under the Ordinance, she has to have, or he has to have, 
regards to essentially 5 Regulatory Principles, but it doesn’t stop there, Honourable Members. 
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There’s also a requirement under the Ordinance for a number of Policies and Procedures to be 
published, as well as Regulations to be made, and in relation to a number of the functions 
under the Ordinance, in relation to specific functions there are then further matters which the 
Regulator has to have regard to, and deal with, before taking any action. 
 
I think it’s worth reflecting on the context that is the regime that we put in place, and that is the 
regime that we’re expecting a single individual to deliver. 
 
So just moving to answer the specific question posed, there are a number of Provisions within 
the Licence which I think are relevant to the issue of quality of service, which consumers 
receive. 
 
So firstly, there were a number of key performance indicators set out in the original Licence, 
they were split down into various different sets of KPIs, and the first set of those essentially 
related to investments in infrastructure, which included things such as the establishment of a 
4G mobile network, increases to data allowances on broadband packages, over those first few 
years of the Licence, increases to data line speeds, increases to overall satellite capacity, and a 
range of other matters are listed in those KPIs. 
 
Most, though I believe not quite all, of those KPIs have been completed, or in-fact superseded, 
so if we think about, in terms of the broadband packages, things have moved on. I think what 
was within the Licence was delivered by the exclusive licensee at the time they were supposed 
to deliver it, but we have now gone and further improvements have been made. 
 
There is a range of information that is published on the Regulator’s website, which also relates 
to quality of service, experienced by consumers, including, there is fault monitoring 
information published on the Regulator’s website, from 2018 onwards, there is complaint 
monitoring information, again published from 2018 onwards. And then there are Customer 
Satisfaction Surveys that have been undertaken a few times during the currency of the Licence 
from 2017 onwards. That information is all available at regulatorFI.org.fk if you wish to mine 
the Regulator’s website.  
 
So then moving on, I think this is probably where the question is specifically targeted, towards 
the end of 2020, the Regulator issued a formal direction under the Ordinance, having regards to 
all of the principles, etc, which you must have regard to before making that direction, and also 
of course, putting in place a Policy for how we would assess penalties for missing the 
requirements of those performance targets. 
 
That direction came into effect for monitoring purposes from the 1st of January 2021, so it’s 
done on a quarterly basis, so the very first quarter was January to March 2021, and then 
thereafter that continues to run.  
 
Now I think when the direction was put in place, the Regulator had initially anticipated 
publishing that information on a quarterly basis, but having started to receive the information 
and look at it, he then determined that it would probably be more meaningful to produce an 
Annual Report, in relation to that information. 
 
So whilst we’ve received at the moment, quarters one, two and three for 2021, I think we are 
still outstanding the information for quarter four, I think it was due at the beginning of this 
month. Now I may be being unfair, it may have already been delivered, and I just simply 
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haven’t seen that yet, but then we will look at how to collate that, and publish a meaningful 
report. 
 
And the direction that was issued is published on the Regulator’s website, alongside, as I 
mentioned, the Policy on what we will do if the exclusive licensee fails to meet those 
requirements, and the parameters that are referred to in that direction break down into a number 
of categories, so we have complaints, and there are a few measures there, around numbers of 
complaints, timeliness of responses, etc. There are also measures in relation to faults, and 
again, numbers of faults, timeliness of rectification, etc, and it differentiates between Camp and 
Stanley as the Regulator certainly is aware that that is a significant concern of consumers, to 
understand any difference in the service. 
 
There are then parameters in relation to planned network outages, because again I think the 
Regulator was concerned that members of the public and businesses weren’t being given 
sufficient advanced information, for planned outages and so that again, is something that he has 
directed needs to be measured. 
 
And then there are obviously, unplanned outages, these are things that can’t be predicted, but 
again, there are measures around those, so that those are reported to the Regulator, and he or 
she can then look at those particular incidences and determine whether any further action is 
taken. 
 
Then there are measures relating to, if you like, service reliability, so that deals with how 
swiftly the Regulator is actually delivering the services that it should be offering to consumers, 
so if you wish to have a connection made or change packages, things like that, how swiftly 
they are responding to that. 
 
And then also the more technical side of things, in terms of availability of the various 
networks, so both the 2G and 4G mobile, fixed line voice and fixed line broadband. So there 
are measures in relation to all of those. 
 
Now, as I say, some data has been provided and we will be pulling together a report in relation 
to that. And I think one further thing that I think it’s worth drawing attention to, is that there 
was a joint investment made by the Falkland Islands Government and the exclusive licensee, in 
relation to twelve quality of service probes, which had been delivered and put into the network, 
to again, make sure we can obtain some objective data about how the various networks are 
performing. 
 
So I think those probes were delivered in around November last year and have been 
commissioned and started producing data in January, now the direction I think anticipates 
quarterly provision of data, but actually we have received, now that the probes are up and 
running, we have received the first set of data, just for January, for the time that they have been 
operating, from SURE, and we’re looking at how best to use that data, how best to present that 
data, so that its available for the public to understand. 
 
So I would anticipate at the end of that first quarter of this year, so by the end of March, we 
should have a good set of data from those probes that we can then publish and give information 
to the public and they look at various things, including broadband speeds and speed of 
response, including up time availability of networks, and the probes have been set out, there are 
12 probes in all. 6 related to the fixed line network and 6 related to the mobile network and 
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again, also there are probes dealing with Stanley, and probes dealing with the WiMax and other 
networks in Camp. 
 
So I hope Mr Speaker that answers the question the Honourable Member asked. I’m happy to 
answer any supplementary questions. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, and thank you to the Attorney General, for his very detailed answer. 
For me, the telecoms individual operating licence was a public paper, it was published in 2017 
and within it, there’s a section on the quality of service. I think when you’re talking about 
quality of service; I should probably divulge my 17 years of operating in the industry 
previously to becoming an MLA, I believe there are very few telecoms operators in the world 
who don’t monitor their own performance. It is their livelihood on the line, so they absolutely 
need cold, hard data on the availability of their networks. 
 
That to me is what is lacking here, what we don’t see is the availability. So in terms of the 
investment in infrastructure, have they increased the broadband pipe, in and out of the Islands, 
have they changed the package sizes, absolutely, and we’ve had a hand in that as well. The 
fault monitoring and customer satisfaction surveys, great, they happen, just what is the follow 
up on that? 
 
The reality, the thing that needs monitoring for me, is, is the service being delivered and what 
quality of service is being delivered, so having just heard recently from a family on the West, 
who are trying to run a business, whose line has been on and off for the last month, they stated. 
I’m sure it’s a great comfort to them that the national pipeline of in and out satellite usage has 
increased, but if they can’t use it, what does it mean to them? 
 
So, I really welcome the probes and would actually point out that I believe we as a 
Government, brought those probes, if I were a business operating here in the Falkland Islands, 
delivering this service, I would want to know what service I’m delivering, so I probably would 
have brought them myself and would be monitoring my own network performance, with a 
view to improving it constantly. 
 
The fact that we’ve brought them, I don’t believe from the papers I’ve seen, and maybe I stand 
to be corrected, that we’re actually going to place them at the end of the line, so in the 
customer’s premises, on the side so we actually monitor what they are receiving, I believe the 
justification against doing that was that it would use their electricity, they would have difficulty 
accessing it. 
 
So what I’m pushing for is, I want the Regulator to be able to get some cold hard data, from the 
user-face, on what the user actually ends up getting, and I think the fact that we’re five years on 
from signing this and still don’t have that, the report is not there, there’s not enough data in it, 
there’s no detail, I read the Regulators report and, great, we’ll spend some time processing 
amateur radio licences in South Georgia, wonderful, but what does that mean for the people of 
the Falkland Islands? How do they, how is the quality of service they are receiving being 
monitored? And who is fighting that corner? 
 
I think if the Regulator isn’t doing that, perhaps it is time we actually looked at the role of the 
Regulator and said, somebody should be monitoring this, and I have no doubt Mr Speaker, 
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were I to be involved in that industry, I would be monitoring my performance, so there must be 
data that can be shared. Thank you. 
 
The Attorney General 
 
Mr Speaker, could I just clarify one point, first, just a point of correction. So in terms of the 
probes, the overall costs of that particular project, is shared between Government, I think 
Government met about 75% of the cost, but I think 25% was met by SURE, I think it’s just 
worth correcting that. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, first I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague Mark Pollard for his 
excellently phrased question, very eloquently put, as well the Attorney General, under the guise 
of our new Temporary Regulator, for giving a very detailed answer there. 
 
I think the frustration that my Honourable Colleague has pointed to, is something I share as I 
was making notes down here, I think part of the problem is the remit in which the Regulator is 
allowed to operate within. And also the different interpretation that each Regulator has in that 
particular role, but I think this point, that my Honourable Colleague Mark Pollard pointed to, 
about the customer satisfaction surveys: “yes, they have been”, and I think you can see 
possibly by the feedback, the trends, that certainly I hear from the public that they have lost 
faith in the ability of these satisfaction surveys to be able to affect change, which, while that is 
line with the law about monitoring these KPI actions, there is an expectation that we have as 
humanity, that if we are feeding back issues and that they are creating repetition, a pattern, of 
different problems, that in some way this is going to addressed. 
 
I suppose this is the space that we’ve spoken about for a while, about where a consumer 
champion could be able to step into.  This problem about how we adapt to demands, changing 
technologies and continuously push to rate standards, is something we’ve spoken about in the 
discussions for the upcoming possibility of another exclusivity licence, so I suppose I would 
ask the Regulator, who is currently around the table today, whether the previous Regulator, 
who has just left the Islands, has provided any potential adjustments or feedback from his 
experience or his interpretation of these regulations in law which can help us overcome this 
problem.  Certainly, whether there is a space to feed this into a new contract, which does allow 
us to monitor and raise consumer stands in line with what people would like to see or at least 
have a proper place to capture it and reflect it in a meaningful way. 
 
But there is also that other question, which the Attorney General has pointed to about, we have 
made a number of joint investments. These are not under that framework of the KPIs, certainly 
that’s not my understanding, and I’ll stand to be corrected, but whether we should be looking to 
pull in these joint investments, and be able to measure them to some meaningful KPIs. 
 
The Attorney General 
 
I think, one of the general points in relation to the issues raised there by both Honourable 
Members, should we learn from how things have gone over the last 5 years when we’re 
looking to either change things, or how we do things for the future, yes, absolutely we certainly 
should, and I think there is feedback from both of the two people who have held the Regulator 
post, about their views in relation to both the regime and how things actually work. 
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I think one of the things, it’s not for me to speak on behalf of the exclusive operator, but I think 
we do have to reflect that they are operating here and have similar issues and constraints to 
those faced by Government, in relation to things that we do, there are labour issues, there are 
capacity, there are capability, and they of course compete internally in their corporate structure, 
for investment and they need to show return on that investment if they’re going to be able to 
compete internally to get that investment into the Falkland Islands. 
 
So I think we have to think carefully about the overall arrangements, and what we’re 
expecting. I think one of the things that we should be, I suppose in some respects, proud of, but 
then there is a down side to that, is the availability of services to very remote, rural areas, is far 
in excess actually of what is experienced by those in many other parts of the world. You know, 
essentially if we have a house that is occupied, wherever that is in the Falkland Islands, that 
there is an expectation that services be provided. That’s not the case in other locations, and 
obviously that comes at a significant cost in terms of infrastructure, to provide that service, and 
we just have to reflect on the realities of where we are and what we’re expecting. 
 
I think we all, as individuals, and as technology moves on, we all demand more, we all want 
more, we want better services, but we have to look at that in the context of how those costs to 
provide those services can be met in reality. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, and thank you to the Attorney General. I spent many years delivering 
some of those services, I know the hard work that goes into doing it, I’ve been at the forefront, 
and I’ve witnessed many colleagues, the time and effort they put into it, into delivering the 
services, and I absolutely agree it’s very difficult to deliver and again, I’ve been there and I’ve 
done it, or certainly tried to do it, perhaps I should say. 
 
But the reality is that we have a legal agreement with them as part of their licence, and to quote 
26.1 of the telecoms individual operating licence, under quality of service, it says `the licensee 
shall on the direction of the Regulator, publish comparable, adequate and up to date 
information for end users on the quality of its’ carriage services.` And that is largely my point, 
and hopefully, I’d ask the Attorney General if he’d agree, that what should be coming to the 
public, what should be coming out of the Regulator’s office, is a detailed report on data of 
availability, so the quality of the carriage services provided. Are the services actually being 
delivered, the percentage of time that it’s available, the percentage of the time it’s available at 
the quoted rates that it should be. 
 
Those are the things I want to see, details about faults and reports, it’s all very qualitative, what 
I want to see is quantitative data, that tells me that the people there are doing an improving job, 
they’re doing a better job, they’re delivering better services, but I’m not seeing that. I can’t 
measure the quantitative data because it’s not there, simply not there. Thank you Mr Speaker 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Attorney General, do you wish to respond to that? 
 
The Attorney General 
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I think the only comment to make, I think the Honourable Member is absolutely right, and I 
think it has taken probably too long to get to the point at which we are now, in terms of getting 
that data. I know there have been discussions, certainly throughout my time in the Islands, on 
this very issue, trying to find a way to get that information, and ultimately it was settled upon 
the project to implement the probes, in particular. 
 
Now perhaps it has taken too long to get there, but we can’t undo the past unfortunately, we’ve 
got what we’ve got, that information is now being generated and will be published, so 
hopefully people will have to be see that going forward. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman, do you want to return? 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
No, Mr Speaker, I was just going to make a point which I may labour while I’m standing, was 
just that we kind of keep switching quite often from the Regulation and Monitoring, into this 
question about how that can inform the provision, and to the point that the Attorney General 
made earlier about we’ve reached that, our internet provision has to the rural community, this 
then throws up those Provision questions, about the stability of that connection, whether it’s 
appropriate enough to support businesses in Camp as well. 
 
So this is where some of those questions, which will be happening over the next few months, 
need to talk about what kind of new technology support that, and if it can’t be provided, we 
need to think carefully about how we allow people to opt out and seek new solutions to best fit 
the provisions that they need, if it can’t be delivered by the exclusivity licence arrangement, so 
it was just to make that point. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to raise a question? The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Gentlemen, in rising, I would just like to associate myself fully with 
remarks the Honourable Mark Pollard here to my left, and also the Honourable Teslyn 
Barkman, put about telecoms in general. 
 
I too spent some time in the industry, I was but a humble watch keeper, but being a humble 
watch keeper, you’re on the receiving end of that incoming fire and quality of service is not 
what people are expecting, so I do have some idea about what it used to be like. 
 
I really would like to address a question, more to the Honourable MLA Spink. Does the 
existing legal framework perhaps, in his view, straightjacket the Regulator, does the 
Honourable Gentleman perhaps consider that it may be beneficial to take another look at the 
law surrounding the telecoms Regulator? 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
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Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, yeah I think my Honourable Colleague makes a very valid 
point, however, that Regulation, and I think the Attorney General can correct me on this, I 
think that Regulation is also subject to the legal agreement between the Government and SURE 
that was made at the same time as that Legislation was brought in. So we may have some 
difficulties changing that. 
 
The Attorney General 
 
Yes I would agree with the Honourable Roger Spink. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you. Leona Roberts 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I’ve lost my Honourable, and that immediately on the heels of my 
Honourable Colleague Gavin Short managing to forget the Honourable women in the room, but 
that’s okay, we’ll move on. 
 
Very briefly, this is an interesting conversation for me, because I think, we have gone around 
the houses a little bit on this before, and there are absolutely frustrations about the remit, the 
role of the Regulator, and if I’m hearing the last response correctly, there is perhaps no scope 
to look at that, within the current Agreement, I’d just like that perhaps confirming. 
 
I think my Honourable Colleague Mark Pollard is absolutely right about the frustrations being 
experienced and the need for data and evidence, particularly as we come into what is going to 
be a crucial period over the next few years, where we start looking at the next licence, and the 
new technologies that are developing. 
 
So if I could just clarify with the Attorney General, is what he’s saying that under the current 
agreement, there is no scope to review the role of Regulator, and how that can be extended? 
 
The Attorney General 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, and thank you to the Honourable Leona Roberts. It’s not that there’s 
no scope, but it’s something that does require careful discussion with the exclusive licensee. 
Any changes to the regime under which that licence has been granted, and we’ve got to 
remember that effectively the Government has signed a contract with SURE, in relation to that 
exclusive licence, and we’re expected to uphold our end of the deal, as much as they are 
expected to uphold their end of the deal. 
 
So it’s not that there’s no scope for changes to be made, but that’s something that’s not straight 
forward, we can’t just unilaterally change things. If we were to do that, I think that would be an 
extremely dangerous step for a Government to take, in terms of our ability then to contract with 
other entities, in future and in other areas. 
 
I think one of the things that is worth bearing in mind is that even in relation to things like the 
direction that was issued, there are rights of appeal against action that’s taken, and any action 
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that’s taken under that direction carries with it rights of appeal to the Courts, etc, so we have to 
work at the moment within the regime that is set out. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, all Honourable Members, would the Attorney General agree with me that one of 
the problems with any sector that has a monopoly is they’re constantly fighting complacency? 
 
The Attorney General 
 
I think we’re getting into a very general point, yes there are difficulties with monopolies, and 
that’s one of the reasons why monopolies across the world, in a whole range of different areas, 
are generally managed, or actively discouraged, because there are potential dangers with 
monopolies, and there is a potential for complacency on the part of monopoly providers, I think 
that is a fair comment that the Honourable Member has made. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
I thank the Attorney General for his prompt response to that, and would he agree with me that 
it is the role of Elected Members, to speak up for their constituents, and I think the basic fact is, 
that for all the technological advances, in some areas, even basic phone calls are very difficult 
to get, and I’m sure SURE will be aware that this is a hinge that’s quite dry but it’s going to get 
oiled a lot more. 
 
The Attorney General 
 
I think Mr Speaker that the Honourable Member is absolutely right that it is entirely the role of 
Elected Members to speak up on behalf of their constituents and the issues raised by their 
constituents, I would absolutely agree with him there. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question? No 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question number 22/22 by Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. Could the Honourable MLA Short please inform this House on the 
progress of the long-term Labour strategy? 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Gentlemen and Ladies, and also my Honourable Colleague here to 
my left, thank you for your question. I have a two page response, you’ll be lucky to know it’s 
only three lines on each page. 
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Preparatory work on a Labour Force Development Strategy was undertaken during 2021, prior 
to the General Election, a briefing has been arranged to discuss the work with Members of the 
Assembly, which will consider the appropriate next steps. Now that briefing took place this 
week on Monday 21st February. 
 
It would seem as if there are some aspects of the work that are already being progressed. It was 
agreed that the draft strategy as it stands, would be refreshed to reflect what we are doing now, 
what has been progressed, and then be consulted with bodies and areas such as the Chamber, 
Construction Industry companies, who are not all I believe part of the Chamber of Commerce, 
the Agricultural Sector, in the form of the RBA, etc.  
 
This will be a soft consultation, and will be aimed at pulling out any specific areas and points 
that these sectors feel require addressing. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, and I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague, it seems Ladies, 
Gentlemen and the Honourable Colleague, perhaps I’m neither, a gender non-specific, seems to 
be a topic running through today. 
 
I look forward to seeing the work, I think this is a really important bit of work, and I’d just 
highlight the fact that I really appreciate it’s going to be contacting members outside of FIG, I 
think FIG have its own set of problems when it comes to the Labour Force Development, but 
the Public Sector also have issues and quite often they’re slightly different, they are not always 
the exact same. 
 
So I really look forward to seeing it, it’s not an easy piece of work and perhaps it won’t answer 
all of the questions we have, but I think it will really help and be useful, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I would like to thank the Honourable MLA Pollard for his observations there and, 
of course, I very much look forward to this moving ahead as well, the consultations with those 
bodies, but also just a little observation from me, one of the things that I think is impacting at 
the moment, is a problem of the time, is the lack of that LATAM flight. That has been keenly 
felt in certain areas in the industries here in the Falklands. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question? No 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question number 23/22 by Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I promise this is my last question, I’ve probably talked enough today. 
Could the Honourable MLA Birmingham please inform this House as to whether having a 
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McMillan nurse employed locally in the Islands is being investigated or progressed in any 
way? 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, all of them, I thank the Honourable Member for his 
question, the role of a McMillan nurse is Cancer specific. The Medical Department have put in 
this years’ budget, as they did last year, and the year before, a request for a post that would be 
more extensive, and reach more people. 
 
That person would support the MTO process, that’s Medical Treatment Overseas, and manage 
returning patients and families, as well as those with long term treatments, such as biological 
agents. Anyone in the community who wishes to train should contact the KEMH as soon as 
they can. I’m hoping that the up and coming Careers Day will identify young people who may 
be interested in nursing. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his answer. It 
sounds like a great idea, that we have in the Budget Request at the moment, a Nurse who will 
do the McMillan role and more, and that sounds fantastic, but I would just ask my Honourable 
Colleague, would be prepared to talk to the local Members of the Cancer Support and 
Awareness Trust who have lobbied us in the past, for a McMillan Nurse, to see if the proposed 
role that we have on the table would actually fit the needs they’ve highlighted to us and 
perhaps bring up, matches. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Thank you Honourable Member for his supplementary. More than happy to make that happen. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question or comment? No.  
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary wishes to address the House. 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. We had a couple of questions earlier around the Port Project, and 
dusting down my rhinoceros hide and the straight back with which I respond to some of these 
points, had I had notice of one of the requests that was made of me, I would have pointed the 
House to the fact that on the 31st of January this year I attended a Public Meeting where we 
talked about the Budgets for 2022, the Principles point as an issue involved which availed 
themselves of the long-term Capital Programme, issues of debts, markets capacity and the 
priority process that the Budget would undertake. 
 
That presentation is available on the Legislative Assembly website, under 
Falklands.gov.fk/assembly/public meeting presentations so should members of the community 
wish to avail themselves of that information, then it is there for them. 
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Also on September 10th in 2021, the whole issue of the Port was debated with the proposal to 
Stage 1B of the programme, that’s covered in ExCo Paper 160/21, much of which is also 
public and in the public domain. 
 
I reiterate my determination to push forward with the consultation, as requested by MLA 
Barkman in due course at an appropriate juncture. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
That was just a statement; I don’t think we’re open now to any further debate upon that. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Mr Speaker, with your leave, I would like to also make a statement. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Okay, the Honourable Teslyn Barkman. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. I thank and welcome the Honourable Financial Secretary making his 
statement. I think there is certainly a space and time for having these conversations, having 
been at the Public Meeting, that the Honourable Financial Secretary noted, that was held at the 
end of January, there wasn’t sufficient time to get into discussion around Port financing 
specifically, so there does still need to be that conversation held. 
 
And certainly, the discussion held back in September, we were still framing the conversation 
within the hypothesis of taking on National Debt, so whether there are still verbal 
conversations to be had around that, I think it’s particularly important.  
 
I highlight some of the points made earlier, there are a lot of public questions around the 
financing of the Capital Project and I think we really need to roll up our sleeves and get 
involved in the nuts and bolts of it. Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio Reports, the Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I begin with the Portfolio update relating to Public Works 
Infrastructure Portfolio 
 
With the PWD staffing remains an issue throughout, with vacancies in the Water Section,  
Highways Section, Property & Municipal Section, Housing Section and Plant & Vehicle 
Section. There are four more agency staff arriving in the coming months. This is a short-term 
solution and the Director and the Heads of Sections are working together with HR to find a 
solution to the staff shortages. 
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MPA road works are well advanced with approx. 4Km completed and a further 1.4Km to 
complete before the end of the season. Over the next four weeks attention turns to completing 
works on the MPC road, surfacing Murray Heights South and the completion of the second 
loop within Bennett’s Paddock. The season will complete with some remedial works and car 
parking in and around Stanley.  
 
The grader crews continue to work hard to grade the Camp road network. The A and B roads 
have all been completed at least once and attention is now turning to some of the Category C 
roads. The contractors have also been progressing well with two of the three culvert 
replacements completed and over 5 km of road upgraded.  
 
The Quarry continues to work hard to ensure that it can meet the demands both of the Private 
Sector and the ambitious FIG Capital Programme. The team have continued to produce 
material in advance of the Port Project while also keeping up with the asphalt demand. With 
the installation of the new Waste Oil Polisher the team have decanted, cleaned and burned 
54,195 litres of waste oil saving approximately £36,000 in diesel costs.  
 
The team at Plant & Vehicle Section also continue to work hard to ensure the required plant is 
available to meet the requirements of the Quarry, Highways Section and FIG Constructions 
Partner.   
 
The pressure at Power & Electrical section remains with a number of recent overhead line 
failures during the period of high winds adding to the overall workload. However, the team 
continue to work hard to ensure that the electricity demands are met.  
 
With continuing quarantine requirements both the Housing and Property & Municipal team are 
working hard to ensure properties are turned around and available when required as well as 
completing more routine maintenance works when access allows.  
 
The Water Section continues to deliver an excellent service and with the help of contractors 
have successfully completed the recent upgrade to the western main which should help to 
reduce the leaks and provide a better service to the western part of Stanley, now and for the 
future.  
 
In parallel to the ‘business as usual’ works carried out by the individual sections within PWD, 
some or all have also been involved in the delivery of the continuingly ambitious Capital 
Programme.  
 
The Stanley roads works have also restarted with the next phase of Philomel Hill and works are 
completed on Murray Heights South, with only the asphalt works to continue.  
 
Works are continuing on Tussac House, with the drainage and ground slabs progressing well 
and the first part of the timber frame is due for delivery in March.  
 
The works at Bennett’s Paddock are progressing well. The first loop has now been released for 
development with new houses already rising from the ground. The second loop is also 
progressing with the base asphalt laid and works towards a July completion.  
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The Joint FIG/MOD housing project, for the delivery of 70 houses is now well underway. The 
first phase will see the delivery of 6 houses in Stanley, while the ground works commence on 
the next 6, 5 will also be completed at MPC.  
 
That completes the Public Works Department Portfolio update; I now give the Portfolio update 
for the Environmental Department. 
 
Since the last Portfolio report in July 2021 there have been a number of important 
developments with respect to Environment. In September 2021, following two rounds of public 
consultation and the huge amount of work and support from across the community and 
Government, as well as the hard work of the Environment Department and Directorate of 
Policy and Economic Development, the Environmental Strategy 2021-2040 was adopted for 
the Falkland Islands. This strategy sets out a vision for the future of the Falkland Islands 
natural environment that is bio-diverse, healthy, sustainable, adapted, connected and for the 
benefit of all across our community.  
 
Making this future happen will require work from everyone across our community and from 
people across Government. The Environment is important to this Assembly and we aim to 
work toward this, and as the Environment Portfolio Lead, I look forward to building upon this 
and working toward achieving the future for our natural environment, our Islands Plan will 
reflect our ambition with respect to the environment. 
 
There are other new developments on the horizon; the Environmental Department has grown to 
include new short-term positions to help with critical Policy Development and Operations. A 
new Climate Change Officer is drawing together data and information to scope the threats of 
climate change to our Islands, including things we are all well-aware of like changes to rainfall 
or weather and fire risk, as well as others we know less about, and is looking into ways we can 
proactively tackle these. A Biodiversity Protection Advisor will soon start work on improving 
and updating Policy and Legislation related to biodiversity, protected species and areas. And a 
Pollution Control Specialist will help to improve Pollution Control Policy on the Islands.  
 
Beyond Government, the FIG Environmental Studies Budget Grants have been enabling some 
great projects in 2021 and the full details of these were presented at the Environmental 
Committee in December and are available on the Environmental Department’s website.  
 
Work has taken place on Marine Managed Areas, bio areas, biosecurity and invasive species 
control, wildlife monitoring and peat wetlands. Highlights include that 5,375 Sealion pups 
were counted, two new fur seal breeding colonies were discovered, Sammy the rodent detector 
dog continued his work sniffing out invasive rats and mice on boats and Islands, new methods 
were trialled for protecting Rockhopper penguin colonies, a securely fenced 45 hectare wildlife 
area has been created, and 939 square metres of calafate, 2,500 square metres of creeping 
thistles, 5,000 square metres of mouse-eared hawkweed and clusters of spear thistles have been 
controlled across the Islands. I’m pleased to say that in the current financial year many new 
projects have been funded and great work is underway and we look forward to the results of 
these later in year.  
 
Glass and tin recycling continue to be supported by PWD. A total of 100 tonnes of glass were 
collected in 2021, which is an improvement from the 78 tonnes in 2020. It is taken to Pony’s 
Pass Quarry where it is crushed and used as construction material.  
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Our monthly water testing continues at Rookery Bay and in Stanley Harbour. Since the pumps 
were fixed in May 2021 the coliform counts have dropped significantly and the counts are now 
within safety limits. However, we still recommend Stanley Harbour and Rookery Bay area are 
not used for recreational purposes until such time that the counts are consistently within safe 
limits. 
 
Stanley Common & Minefield Fencing - the minefield fencing project or the de-minefield 
fencing project is advancing well and is already a year ahead of schedule. On the West, 
minefield fencing has been removed from Fox Bay, and around the Common, minefield fences 
have been removed from Yorke Bay, apart from directly next to the two penguin colonies 
where fencing will be removed when the breeding season ends.  
 
The second phase of fencing removal will soon start on Stanley Common South, where 
members of the public will see derelict minefield fencing and waste removed and at a few sites 
replaced with newer fencing. New Regulations were also passed by Legislative Assembly that 
regularised some infrastructure on the Common and this helps the Environmental Department 
to continue to manage the Common for wildlife and public use.  
 
Kidney Island -approximately 500 visitors have visited Kidney Island over this season since 
September 2021, and have continued to enjoy its wonderful wildlife and scenery. The 
Environmental Department is pleased to fund for the 10th consecutive year the Infant and 
Junior School Year 2 trip to Kidney Island at the end of February. Infant and Junior School 
teachers work hard to organise this annual trip, and it’s a highlight for the Environmental 
Department to support them, which provides Environmental Education and Awareness for the 
younger generation. The trip gives the children the chance to see our amazing environment and 
wildlife as part of an example. 
 
It’s always good to look to the future, and work for a natural environment, not just for today’s 
children, but for those future generations, and I personally look forward to helping to make this 
vision of the future a reality. Thank you Honourable Speaker, that concludes my Portfolio 
update. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you, does any Member wish to raise a comment? The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his report. 
I’d just like to mention my thanks to the Director of Public Works and all his team, who have 
been working with a very short staff, many people have stepped up to the plate, and are 
continuing to keep things moving, so I’d like to thank them and I’m very glad to hear that in 
the interim, there are some solutions being found, with some people being brought in. 
 
But I’d like to thank those people for their very hard work in keeping things going, at a very 
difficult time for them in the Department. Thank you. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to raise a comment? The Honourable Gavin Short 
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The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I’d like to thank the Honourable Peter Biggs for his report, 
especially on PWD, fully associate myself with the remarks just made by my Honourable 
Colleague across the room, Mr Spink, about the PWD. 
 
It is a large but great Department, full of people doing stuff and a lot of that goes largely 
unnoticed and unremarked upon, until say the lights go out, or your water stops or your sewer 
blocks, then they leap into action. 
 
Something perhaps he may wish to expand on, because I believe it’s a hugely great and 
wonderful and good news story, is the oil scrubber out at the Quarry. I think the people who 
thought about that got it in, ought to be congratulated because I believe it has actually paid for 
itself now, and takes everything from engine through to cooking oil, so it’s a beastie. 
 
Could he perhaps answer two questions, please, the cast iron main that used to run up West and 
cause all manner of headaches for people, that is now a thing of the past, it has now been 
consigned to history and I presume my Honourable Colleague across the room will not be 
losing his water anymore, if that is the case, but I just want to double check that that cast iron 
main is now gone completely. 
 
But also something he didn’t mention in his report, and I don’t expect him to have an answer to 
now, might he be able to tell me, just at some stage in the future, whether the yellow Pale 
Maidens that abounded joyfully in Bennetts Paddock survived their trip from there to, well I 
don’t know where they went, but that was a couple of years ago, whether they’re still alive and 
kicking. 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I’d like to thank the Honourable Roger Spink for his well-
placed words regarding the Public Works Department and their continuing initiative and effort. 
 
Insofar as the water main, I believe that is the case, that that has now been replaced and that 
part of the water system is fit for the future. 
 
The oil scrubber I believe is used to clean waste oil and it feeds the mobile crushers at the 
Quarry, and has indeed, I believe, paid for itself, and is a great initiative in re-purposing waste 
oil constructively. I mentioned the sum of diesel that it has saved. 
 
Insofar as the yellow Pale Maidens are concerned, I shall research that and get back to the 
Honourable Member. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I also would like to align myself with remarks about Public 
Works Department, very diverse bag of goods that they deliver to the public. I would like to 
put something right the Honourable Gavin Short, the oil scrubber is not the first scrubber sited 
in the Islands, there was one some time ago, but never-the-less it’s very, very good to have 
another one. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to raise a comment? No 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio Reports, the Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to present my first Portfolio report as Portfolio 
Holder for Emergency Services and Island Security, I will begin with Maritime. 
 
The last six months has been a challenging time for Maritime Authority, with significant staff 
turnover, on the 24th January the Maritime Authority took over Harbour Control from 
FISHOPs, and this is a milestone for the Authority and marks the final operation of separation 
of the Maritime Authority from the NR. 
 
Developments include links with the UK Hydrographic office, with a local Hydrographic 
Working Group formed. A new scheme has been developed for vessels reporting to the West of 
the Falklands, to improve safety. Robust accident and incident reporting, and investigation 
procedures have been established and direct contact with the flag states of Taiwan and Korea 
have been established, and incident reporting protocols confirmed.  
 
An initial meeting with the Taiwanese Fishing Authorities to develop collaborative working 
arrangements has also taken place, and this is quite a significant step forward. 
 
It is hoped that the installation of the Islands new A1 and A2 Global Marine Distress and 
Safety Systems will commence shortly. Funding is in place for the installation of a range of 
new and replacement aids for navigation, the installation of which will commence at the start 
of the new financial year. The equipment itself was funded by the FCDOCSSF and these will 
discharge some of the MCA Search and Rescue recommendations. 
 
A large amount of work was completed by the team in preparation for the UK 3 audit, which 
was undertaken by the IMO in September. The Falklands was not examined as part of the 
audit, but the work undertaken will stand us in good stead for our Captain Monitoring visit, and 
Mock audit, which will be undertaken later this year. 
 
The Royal Falkland Islands Police have seen some significant change at the senior level in the 
recent months, however there is now a new Police Inspector, Mr Gavin Clifton, in place, and 
the new Chief of Police is expected to arrive in the Falklands at the end of this month. There 
have been two new local recruits and two new reserve constables. There has been significant 
training input delivered locally over recent months, for all new to role staff.  
 
On a community level, there has been increased attendance at Community Events and Camp 
visits, and work continues with the school, with dedicated Officers with Road Safety and CSA 
being high on the agenda. 
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And finally, November saw the transfer of vehicle licencing from the Royal Falkland Islands 
Police to the Post Office, hence improving the customer experience.  
 
The Falkland Islands Defence Force has seen a period of significant activity over the last six 
months. The Force has continued to develop and enhance its training and development. In 
August the FIDF completed a Support Weapons Training Package with Exercise Heavy Metal. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Lowes at the Murrell for the use of their land. 
 
The relationship with BFSAI continues to deepen and strengthen; the Force has undertaken a 
high level of regular training with the RIC and other BFSAI Units. 
 
In January, elements of the Force joined Number 3 Company, Coldstream Guards, in Live 
Firing Tactical Training on Onion Range, as part of the regular Cape Bayonet Exercises. This 
sharing of knowledge, coupled with the challenging and evolving scenarios during these 
exercises, provide fantastic opportunity to develop individual and unit tactics and procedures. 
 
The FIDF has also continued to support staff from KEMH as they continue to use the FIDF HQ 
Covid Vaccination Centre, and the FIDF has also carried out public duties for Remembrance 
Sunday and Battle Day. 
 
To move on to the Prison, current Prison Population is 8 adult male offenders and this has 
remained at the same level since the previous Portfolio report in August 2021.  
 
Activity hours, inclusive of purposeful activity, community engagement and work assignments 
have seen a month on month increase and we are now reporting the highest figures in the 
Prison’s history. Projects have included the poly-tunnel initiative which continues to work 
exceptionally well in addition to other community projects such as a small project decorating 
the Parish Hall, and a larger project refurbishing the inside of St Mary’s church. Successful 
arrangements with our education provider have also increased provision for prisoners to the 
highest levels. 
 
Moving on to the Fire and Rescue Service, since the last report the Department staffing has 
stabilised and is now at full strength. Routine business has continued and the Christmas period 
was very busy, which saw request for assistance every day. The service has recently worked 
with MARTECH and has undertaken training for Harbour Rescue Unit.  
 
The Service continues to support the Education department and the KEMH with planned 
improvements as well as working with the Private Sector on Fire Safety equipment and 
matters. 
 
Customs and Immigration, the Immigration Bill 2021, Immigration (General) Regulations 
2021, Immigration (Fees) Regulations 2021 and Immigration (Permanent Residence Permit) 
Regulations 2021 were delivered and came into force on September the 1st of last year.  
 
The Legislation delivers a modern Immigration System that is efficient and effective to 
respond to economic development ambitions, robust in protecting the employment 
opportunities for those living permanently here, and able to flex as the labour market requires 
it. The main changes under the new Immigration Permit regime relate to employment within 
the Falkland Islands - under the new system Permit Holders can have more than one job, but 
only require one permit. 
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The changes to Permanent Residence Permits mean a more equitable and effective Permanent 
Residence Permit system that supports economic development objectives and encourages a 
permanent settled population.  The changes increase emphasis on previous employment 
experience, skills levels and community contribution rather than on formal education and 
assets, and thus enable wider sections of our community to commit their future to the Falkland 
Islands.  
 
A new database is currently under development, which will increase efficiency within 
Immigration whilst new electronic reporting forms have been introduced for electronic ships 
clearance.   
 
And just a few quick statistics, during the last quarter, 1st October to 31st December 2021, 377 
Permits were issued, which 323 were Work Permits and 54 ADPs.  
PRP numbers since August 2021 were 42.  
There were 9 Falkland Island Status Holders given status, 12 Permit refusals and 2 
deportations. 
 
And finally Mr Speaker, under Emergency Planning, a new Emergency Planning and Business 
Manager is in post and the Major Incident Plan has been approved by Executive Council for 
the first time. Work continues to enhance and test our response, with joint exercises with 
BFSAI planned to ensure we are equipped to respond to any likely threats. And meanwhile the 
Covid response continues to be coordinated across Government as we look to return to 
normality in an incremental way. 
 
Mr Speaker, than concludes my report. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I thank my Honourable Colleague for his Portfolio report. I actually 
have two questions, so I might deal with them separately just for clarity because they are in two 
different areas. 
 
So the first is, as we saw the other day, and as my Honourable Colleague just mentioned, there 
is a Major Incident Plan that has been approved, mostly because I was asked the question, 
when everyone was watching the vessel that had become beached, the other day, outside of the 
Narrows, what is the current process for Major Incident Planning for beached vessels? 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
I thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for that question, but I’m afraid I will have to go and 
find that out for her, because I really have no great detail about that at the moment, but I’m 
sure there is one. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, it was just on the off chance it had been across your desk recently, based on the 
events of the other day. 
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The second deals more with the fact that, the Maritime Authority has now separated 
completely from the Fisheries Department, and I’m very aware that there were a number of 
new Officers in post, in fact they’re going through a process of churn, which can lead to a 
dilution of the corporate knowledge, within any department, or any Authority, in this case, so I 
was just wondering whether there was a process to be sure that new Officers coming in are 
familiar with the staged approach that we’re taking in the implementation of Port State Control, 
that kind of reinforces the sentiment that Executive Council have actually approved the process 
in line with.  
 
We are a Maritime Nation and we need to make sure that businesses can continue to operate, so 
this move towards our Regulatory obligations has been laid out in a specific way, so just to be 
sure that that’s being implemented by the Authority, does my Honourable Colleague have 
confidence? 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, yes I am sure I can give you reassurance that that is the case; I’m 
99.9% confident that that will be the way things will be handled. 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, just to follow up on that point, I think that incremental approach has 
been something that we’ve been really keen on and really clear on from the outset and I’m sure 
it’s understood, but I thank my Honourable Colleague for that reassurance also. 
 
A quick question, can my Honourable Colleague confirm if with regards to that Harbour 
Rescue Unit, are the Standard Operating Procedures now in place, setting out the parameters 
within which that Service can and should be used, or is that still underway? 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
I thank the Honourable Leona Roberts for her question, but again I have to apologise and say I 
don’t actually know for sure, I think it is in place, but I will again, go and check up on that. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, just to address the follow-up question that I had earlier, while I’m very glad that 
my Honourable Colleagues are confident that the sentiment is understood about how we will 
implement our Port State Control or move along those stages, unfortunately I have heard that 
there have been mutters where this interpretation isn’t quite as clear, and I think some of it is 
based on different interpretation of Regulations, or of the obligations that we have signed up to 
in those specific conventions. 
 
But it may be a matter to look into in a bit more detail and understand, a, what the recruitment 
process is for the Maritime Authority are in a bit more detail so that it has been well, thought-
through, to be emphasised. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
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Yes, I thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for these comments and I totally agree with her 
that we should make sure this is done in a correct manner, and I again apologise for not being 
able to give too deeper answer to many comments, I’ve actually only had one, or maybe since 
the Election, probably two meetings with my Director, but these are things I will be learning 
about as time goes on. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I’d like to thank the Honourable Ian Hansen for his report, 
in-fact, the feedback that I’ve had on the improved conditions that we are requesting from 
fishing vessels, is that the Maritime Authority has been working very closely with the 
surveyors employed by the different local companies, who obtain licences for Far Eastern 
fishing vessels, and that actually there has been a great deal of liaison and discussion between 
them to make sure that we have a phased approach and we’re on a journey, and that journey 
has begun, and the improved conditions will improve safety for all in the Fishing Industry 
around the Falklands. 
 
The Attorney General 
 
Mr Speaker, I don’t know whether it assists the Honourable Member in terms of his answer, 
yesterday for example, I spent some time with the Harbour Master and the surveyor who is 
currently visiting from the Maritime and Coastguard Agency from the UK, and took the 
opportunity to visit one of the vessels that actually, was currently under detention at the time, 
due to particular issues that had arisen, and was really pleased to be shown around that vessel, 
by the local operators and could see the work that they were doing, and I know other local 
operators are doing. 
 
And just to be clear, vessels are only detained, foreign vessels are only detained, when they’re 
considered to be dangerously unsafe to proceed to sea, so I think that’s an important factor to 
bear in mind. But certainly from the Harbour Master yesterday, she has been I think very 
heartened by the response of all the local agents, in terms of how, as the Honourable Roger 
Spink mentioned, they have worked closely with them and are really, they’ve had positive 
feedback about how the inspection regime has gone this year. 
 
And I think it’s very good that we’ve had a number of vessels, a small number of vessels that 
have been detained, but have then mostly by now managed to fix the issues, resolve them, and 
go on their way and get out fishing. I think that’s testament to the work that the Maritime 
Authority are doing, but also the work that’s been done, and has been done, and is continued to 
be done by the Department of Natural Resources, in terms of the Fishing Licence decision, I 
think these things are inter-related, even though the Maritime Authority is objectively looking 
at particular standards, it is related to the Licensing decisions that we make.  
 
And I think that is actually a very good news story for Falkland Islands Government as whole 
in terms of the improving standards, and for the local industry, which has been working very 
hard on these issues, and I think there is credit due all round in relation to that and hopefully 
those things will continue. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
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Thank you Mr Speaker, I would like to clarify because I think they might have got lost a little 
bit there in some of the comments that I’ve been making. My suggestion, or what I was 
pointing to, wasn’t a comment, certainly around any of the processes that have been adopted in 
regards to the Ilex Fleet, or the recent detention of vessels, I think as the Attorney General has 
highlighted, that was very well absorbed, we worked very hard and its very heartening to hear 
the Department of Natural Resources being credited for the work they’ve put into that, it was 
substantial, as was the work in tandem with the Industry, to make sure this could be 
implemented in a really efficient way. 
 
My comment was more about, yes, you can have this great rolling implementation that is 
phased, but as soon as we start to lose corporate knowledge, we see a changing of Officers, or 
of Harbour Masters or as people come through that Authority, without that direct connection to 
the Fisheries Department anymore, there is going to be a need for attention to be sure that that 
phased approach is reinforced, that there isn’t this assumption to fall back on to the hard line 
obligations, that as they are set out. 
 
And I think with the vastness of different types of fishing vessels, or all of our other fleets that 
come through, there is going to be so much interaction with Maritime Authority, we need to be 
sure that everyone is working to the same page continuously throughout, so that was the point I 
was trying to make. Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to raise a comment? The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I’d like to align myself also with just saying 
congratulations to all those, including politicians in the last Assembly, and the previous 
Assemblies, who have continued to improve the lot of Sailors that are going to sea and also 
safety at sea in general. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to raise a comment? No.  
 
I thank both of the Honourable Members for their Portfolio Reports. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motion for Adjournment 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, I beg to move that this House stands adjourned sine die. 
 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 24th February 2022 

46 

Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support this Motion, I would like to 
congratulate the Chamber of Commerce for arranging the first Falkland Islands Environmental 
Symposium on the 18th of March. Our focus as an Assembly will include much on the 
Environment, and it is great to see the business community leading in to the urgent 
Environmental issues we face. 
 
I hope to see Government Agencies looking to support such initiatives and we must learn from 
other Countries and small islands, to provide the right conditions for change. 
 
The UN Secretary General yesterday warned that the world is facing a moment of peril, 
describing the situation in Ukraine as the most serious global peace and security crisis in recent 
years. In the Falklands I think we all have an understanding of the peril the people of Ukraine 
face, as a large aggressive neighbour tries to impose their influence on a democratically elected 
Government, and their people. 
 
It happened here only forty years ago. Laurens Van der Post wrote to Lady Thatcher in 1982, 
saying: “to appease aggression and evil is to connive with a greater aggression and evil later 
on. If we fail to deal with the fascist Argentine, the Russians will be even more encouraged 
than they are already to nibble away with more and more acts of aggression, in what is left of a 
free world”. 
 
The UK Government and the free world have been robust in their support for the people of 
Ukraine, and many UK Service Personnel, who have ensured our freedoms over the years, are 
providing support to NATO partners in Eastern Europe, understandably made nervous by the 
actions of Russia. 
 
We think of them all and their families at this time. 
 
In 1982, the late Ronald Regan’s address to the UK Parliament, his words were: “on distant 
Islands in the South Atlantic, young men are fighting for Britain and yes, voices are being 
raised protesting their sacrifice for lumps of rock and earth so far away, but those young men 
aren’t fighting for mere real estate, they fight for a cause, for the belief that armed aggression 
must not be allowed to succeed, and that people must participate in the decisions of 
Government. The decisions of Government under the rule of Law, if there had been firmer 
support for that principle forty-five years ago, perhaps our generation wouldn’t have suffered 
the blood-letting of World War Two.”  
 
Let us hope that this crisis can be peacefully resolved and that those that celebrate the 
unwarranted invasion of the Falklands by an aggressive Argentine Government and Dictator 
forty years ago take time to reflect on their continued support of those indefensible actions. 
Thank you 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
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Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the Motion for Adjournment, I would 
like to start by publicly giving my support to the people of the Ukraine, who are facing extreme 
danger and violence from invasion from a strong and overwhelmingly better armed and 
numerically superior Russian forces and fully associate myself with the remarks just made by 
the Honourable Roger Spink. 
 
Although we don’t have boots on the ground there, we stand by you 100%. 
 
What makes these present day events more chilling for a lot of us is that forty years ago, the 
same sort of events were shaping up for us here in the Falklands. Whilst some may say that 
here in the Falklands things have moved on, it is my belief and given the position that some of 
the Government over the years over on the coast, that they might well be up for having another 
punt at us, should the protection afforded by Her Majesty’s’ Armed Forces ever be withdrawn, 
and I’m glad to say there was absolutely no suspicion that that will ever happen. 
 
As I wrote these brief thoughts this morning, it is interesting that as far as I can ascertain, there 
has been no condemnation of the Russian attack on Ukraine from Argentina. It is said that you 
are judged by the friends that you keep, and Argentina seems to be very much cosying up with 
two major powers who have a total disregard for International Law, Human Rights and who 
quite happily use whatever means they have at their disposal to usurp the lands of free peoples 
and drive forward a colonial agenda in the 21st Century. 
 
On an altogether more cheerful note, I was heartened to see the work start on gorse clearance, 
up by the Battle Monument, it has been well done and the area looks very neat. A set of steps 
was even uncovered that I’d clean forgotten about as it lay gorse covered for all these years. 
Work seems to have stopped again, but I’m sure there is a good reason for that and I shall be 
asking why it has, and when it may restart again. 
 
A few weeks ago now, I took up an invitation that had been extended to MLAs to accompany 
the KEMH Community Support Teams, as they went about their daily rounds, without our 
elderly and infirm who live in the community. I have to say a huge thank you to Della Buck, 
who heads up the unit, and also to Dana Morrison, who obviously got the short straw, no pun 
intended, and had to cart me around. 
 
The afternoon spent visiting some of their clients gave me a deeper understanding of what that 
side of the KEMH operation is all about. I do not proclaim myself to be an expert after only 
spending a few hours getting an idea of what they do, but it certainly gave me an appreciation 
of the value that those visits have and what they mean for those who receive them.  
 
I have nothing but admiration for all those who make up that team, and whilst the things that 
they have to do for those they look after varies in intensity, and just how complicated each visit 
is, as each of their clients have differing needs, from the extremely complicated to the light 
touch, apart from doing what they do, there is also a couple of extremely important facets to 
this work, that is worth its weight in gold. And that is some of their clients of course, stay in 
their own homes, which must be extremely comforting, but there is also the human contact, 
something that is hugely important. 
 
I didn’t get to see everyone, I didn’t get to see all that the team do, nor could, or should I, due 
to the intimate nature of their work, but what I did see has made me realise that what they do is 
vital and that this is a growth area, and that they are stretched thin, and every staff member who 
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moves on or is ill, means that the team have to fit in the same amount of work with less people, 
and one way that this has manifested itself in the past, is shorter times spent with each client, 
the chipping away of that human contact. 
 
Once again, thank you to all those who I did visit with Dana, for allowing me into your homes, 
and I have to also apologise to Dana for slowing her down, as I’m afraid, I sort of gave way to 
my weakness for a good old yarn and the swapping of stories about years gone by. To you all 
though, I do say thank you. 
 
Finally to return the events that are unfolding in Ukraine, this is spooking at World Markets 
and will have an impact on us, as fuel prices will and indeed have been affected, and driven 
higher, Brent Crude this morning now, I believe, passing the $100 mark for the first time since 
2014. We see that there is a possibility that the Falklands wool might have to be uploaded from 
the FIRS vessel if its movements are impacted in any way by the crisis. 
 
And all this comes at a time when we’re already seeing inflation creeping higher. All these 
things will impact on us, and have the effect of making the budgeting process all that more 
interesting, and to that end I do ask my Honourable Colleagues, to keep in their thoughts the 
lower paid sectors and pensioners who will be the ones to really feel any inflationary pressures 
that build into our cost of living here in the Falklands. 
 
I thank you Mr Speaker and support the Motion for Adjournment 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. Yes, I don’t have any quotes prepared, but I have to say, having woken 
up to the terrible news of the invasion of Ukraine this morning, I did find the references in the 
Prayers prior to the Assembly particularly poignant actually, with references to peace, justice 
and freedom. 
 
Principles that mean a great deal to us all as Falkland Islanders, I know. And I think as has 
already been referred to, it resonates very much with Falkland Islanders, to see a country being 
invaded by a much larger neighbour, and so I sincerely associate myself with all the comments 
made by my Honourable Colleagues earlier and hope very much that peace is quickly restored 
in Ukraine. 
 
There is only one other area that I would touch on, in my Motion for Adjournment today, and 
that is because I won’t be here for next months’ Assembly, to reflect back on events, I would 
give mention to the fact that we will be marking International Women’s Day at the beginning 
of March. 
 
We’re going to have to tweak the dates a little bit, to fit in around other events in the Falklands, 
but I think it is a significant event and it does make me smile a little bit wryly sometimes, when 
I hear some of the comments, not just from men, but from women too, about downtrodden 
men, about bra-burning and you know, I think you can probably imagine what we hear. 
 
I think it’s just worth reflecting on the fact that that’s not at all what we’re talking about, with 
International Women’s Day, I struggle to imagine how anybody can object to gender equality 
and actually, equality much more broadly than that, so for me it’s very much about fair and 
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equitable treatment and equal opportunities, right across our community, regardless of gender, 
nationality, sexuality, whatever it may be. 
 
So I think this is going to be another good event, I hope this year, and very much look forward 
to the conversations that we’ll be having. We’ve got engagements within the schools and 
across the community, and also at Mount Pleasant, which I would thank the Commander for. 
 
I think it’s something that we need to keep raising awareness of, and keep promoting actually, 
because things are pretty good in the Falklands, but let’s not pretend they’re perfect, we’ve 
come a long way from the days when women’s income was considered part of her husbands, 
when women weren’t entitled to their own pensions, and that’s not actually that far back, but 
we do have more work to do. 
 
And also I’m firmly of the belief that it’s not right to say, we’re all right Jack, we’re doing 
okay in the Falklands. There are still many countries around the world where women do not 
have the right to vote, do not have access to education, and we still see even now, in Western, 
Democratic countries, protections of women’s rights, that we might have considered, my 
generation might have considered sacrosanct, at risk of being eroded and so we can’t take our 
eye off the ball on this. 
 
So I would just say, representation does matter, International Women’s’ Day does matter, it’s 
not something to be afraid of, and I very much look forward to celebrating International Men’s 
Day on November 19th, with our Honourable Colleagues around the table and men in the 
community, recognising the important contribution and the value that men bring also to our 
society. So plenty of warning, and we look forward to that in November. Thank you Mr 
Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. I’m feeling a little bit forlorn now, because I feel like the Honourable 
MLA Leona Roberts and I should have compared notes before we took to the Motion of 
Adjournment, damnit you stole a lot of what I was going to cover.  
 
But I think I’d first like to associate myself with too, with the comments made about Ukraine, I 
think actually unfortunately, war is one of those particularly traumatic, horrible human 
instances, that does bring out the worst in everybody, and unfortunately it’s women and 
families that suffer the most, in terms of the aggression that is used against human beings in 
these kinds of situations. Rape and violence against women are systematic and certainly have 
been evidenced throughout, so not only do our hearts go out to everybody in Ukraine, in terms 
of being able to decide the right to your own future and not be the victim of an invasion, I’m 
sure we’re all very mindful that we hope the UN response is strong and robust. 
 
But as my Honourable Colleague MLA Leona Roberts outlined, between now and the next 
Assembly, International Women’s’ Day, we will celebrate on the 3rd and not the 8th, and this is 
due to the Sports and the Half-Term break, we want to make sure everyone can take part in 
events in town that FIG is planning. 
 
For those again who feel like they’re being undercut by not being celebrated as my Honourable 
Colleague pointed out, there is an International Men’s Day, so don’t feel too let down. 
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So the Honourable Leona Roberts, the Clerk of the Assembly, Cherie Clifford, we’ve been 
working with a vast range of different events, and our thanks go out to the Girl Guides, to the 
schools who have particularly taken this on with a passion, to be able to host a number of 
different events. I’d also like to thank the Dark Room on Facebook, for allowing me to hi-jack 
the page and we were able to collate, the work was mostly done by the Clerk of the Assembly, 
to collate a slideshow for an exhibition which will be shown on the International Women’s Day 
Reception event. 
 
And similarly, to the sentiment that my Honourable Colleague highlighted, some may say that 
women can access whatever they can, and certainly in our society as she points to, we are very, 
very lucky, though I think equality isn’t just equality of opportunity, as has been described, 
discouragement, intolerance and stereotyping play a role in affecting the behaviours, so much 
so that even a national hero of the Falklands, Margaret Thatcher, lowered her voice, in order to 
be taken seriously as a human being, in a role of high office. 
 
So to those who say that it doesn’t exist, I’d say very much, firmly, think about those different 
roles, and International Women’s Day gives us a chance to note what we can do, to break the 
bias and to bring the next generation along with it, so that hopefully some of these stereotypes 
can be overturned. 
 
So for instance, yes, a woman can succeed in business, but will they attract the same criticism 
if they have a young family, that a man in the same role will, or would a woman in business 
who is being assertive be described, or be at more risk of being described, as being aggressive 
or nagging, I certainly do believe that is true, in fact there has been a vast amount of work 
conducted by different universities compiling personal development reports that evidence that 
there are certain words which become associated with female employees and not men, so these 
trends do need to be looked at, detailed, and as my Honourable Colleague has already stressed, 
I don’t think we’re completely free of them here in the Falklands either. 
 
Want to end on a bit of a happier note, though, so I would just say that if you get the 
opportunity to go to Sports, please do, it is a fantastic set of events that form a huge part of our 
cultural heritage, so thank you very much Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. I think on Ukraine and war, and the invasion, it’s very close to our 
hearts, it’s never okay, I hope the international community rallies behind and actually stand up 
to the clear bullying if you like. Unfortunately I have perhaps little hope that that may happen, 
I’ve seen 40 years of the international community appeasing Argentina, and choosing trade 
over what is actually right, so I do hope that people rally together, the international community 
rally together, and actually do what’s right, rather than what is better for their pockets. 
 
So I hope we see that, and I would associate myself with the comments made before. 
 
I also wanted to let the public know, we did a pretty vast consultation on Covid Recovery a 
little while ago, and I want the public to know that work isn’t lost, it’s not falling on deaf ears, 
I think there are a lot of work streams we need to chase up and we need to drive, I think there 
were a lot of issues identified with that work, that we need to pick up and focus on, and make 
sure that should we end up in a similar situation, we don’t fall into the same traps again.  
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I think the whole of FIG and probably the community at large actually, needs to learn from the 
mistakes that we identified there and try and do what we can to mitigate against that, so please 
don’t think that work is lost, it’s certainly at the forefront for myself, and hopefully my 
Honourable Colleagues consider that as well. 
 
Just on the Trawler tragedy that happened in the North Atlantic, please forgive my 
pronunciation, but the Villa de Pitanxo, that sunk off the coast of Canada, and a lot of crew 
were lost in that, and I think when we see the vessels in the harbour here, it’s great to see them, 
but it’s a very dangerous industry. Unfortunately I couldn’t attend the service that was held, but 
I understand lots of people did and it was a really good service, but that leads me on to the 
Trawler that was unfortunately grounded in the harbour. 
 
I think sometimes, some of the community, at the time some of the things I saw on social 
media, there was some general hilarity about some of the misfortune and being grounded up on 
the shore, that’s someone’s livelihood, and ultimately these people are paying for our Health 
and Education, indirectly, but I would urge people to think about that, it’s not quite as funny 
when you put it into context, so enough of my sermon on that. 
 
Lastly, could I just say thanks and appreciate the fact that Andy and Anya have been here for a 
year, I believe. 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Almost 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Almost a year, coming up. So Honourable Colleagues and friends, I look forward to many 
more years and a more productive relationship, and may that continue. Thank you. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to speak to the Motion for Adjournment? The Honourable Peter 
Biggs 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the Motion, I would like to cover a 
significant omission in my Portfolio report, and that is to acknowledge and thank CBF for the 
continued MOD support for the current and I hope future, joint waste management recycling 
and environmental efforts. Thank you. 
 
I would also mention the comments made regarding the invasion of Ukraine, and I support 
everything that has been said so far, and I know a lot of people in the Falklands will be 
reflecting on 1982, with the events then, and they will be recognising how fragile and 
important democracy and freedom is. Thank you, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
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Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I also support everything that has been said about the 
Ukraine, but I’d like to add all my best wishes and good luck to those serving in Her Majesty’s 
Forces, in that theatre.  
 
But we have to carry on business here today. I have a few comments to make. This House is 
used as a way of putting information to the public, and also as a means of promoting comment 
and debate, and the media have a role to play in this. The Port, over the next few months, the 
biggest financial decision that any Elected body in these Islands has ever made, will have been 
decided. The Falkland Island Government have spent millions so far on getting to where the 
project is at the moment. 
 
There are still some major decisions to be made, not least the Planning Committee. The 
meeting in this room on the 1st of March will be very interesting, I do not seek to influence the 
group of people who sit on the Planning Committee, they give their time freely to try and make 
the right decisions for the benefit of the Islands, and I say publicly whatever you decide, you’ll 
have my respect. 
 
One aspect of the Port project I can speak freely about, is the work undertaken by the Seaman’s 
Mission, they do a fantastic job in supporting visiting seafarers, and also helping injured and 
distressed sailors. If it became necessary to move the building, I believe that there would be a 
willingness to do that, as long as a suitable site was identified and provided. 
 
But there is one other project in a similar area, and that’s Tussac House. People may well have 
seen the large crane on site, things are moving forward, it will be built, but it’s only a building 
after all, it’s the operation of it that counts, and it’s going to cost a lot of money to get to the 
standard of care that I believe the Falkland Islands expects. 
 
In the Bible, the Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 7, Verse 12, there’s a rule that’s called 
the golden rule, and it says `do unto others as you would have done to yourself` therefore, 
when I get to the stage of needing the level of care that Tussac House could provide, I want the 
top end, so this generation and this Assembly, that has the duty to make sure it does the right 
thing and remembers the golden rule. 
 
Last month in this House, I brought up the subject of Child Safety problems around our 
schools, highlighted by the near serious accident last April. To those parents that have asked 
what’s happening to improve safety, well, I can tell you, there are now some specialists here 
who are able to paint the crossings, and soon there’ll be some traffic calming measures, such as 
a so-called sleeping police officers, and I’m still hopeful that although technically very 
difficult, and expensive, there will be a 30 metre footpath from Allardyce Street to the crossing 
on Reservoir Road, thus helping those from Stanley House and elsewhere, to cross that road 
safely. 
 
And even the railings that have been here for some time may be put in place outside the Infant 
and Junior School soon, so I’m optimistic that things are moving forward. 
 
Now I was elected for the Camp Constituency, that consists of three areas, East, West and the 
Islands, anyone who has a problem, and they’re worried about making a complaint because, 
well, because, contact me, I have the DFC, so I am able to look into things, my number is in 
the book. 
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The Wool Warehouse has come up recently in our discussions, so I’d like to send a message to 
the Development Corporation, can we please see some movement. 
 
We just had a Walking Festival, and I’d like to thank those, especially Carol, at Public Health 
and others, who organised it, and also those who took part. 
 
I was reading the other day, thinking of the Royals, and it occurred to me when I found out that 
FIGO has a photo, a signed photo, of the Queen, in the office, a new one. All I want is a photo 
of Her Majesty back in the Senior School, in line with this question that was put to me, am I 
the most loquacious in this House? I support the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, that concludes the business for today. 
 
The House stands adjourned accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmed this 29th day of March 2022 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
                                                                                                        

 Speaker of the House 




