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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly 
Thursday 16th December 2021 

 
 
Prayers 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, I bid you good morning and my usual reminder about mobile phones 
and other electronic equipment be turned to silent please.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Confirmation of the record of the Legislative Assembly held on the 8th November 2021. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members I have before me a record of that last meeting, is it your wish that I sign 
this as a true record? 
 
Honourable Members 
 
It is.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Papers to be laid on the table by the Honourable Chief Executive. Copies of Subsidiary 
Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last sitting of the Legislative 
Assembly and laid on the table pursuant to section 35 (1) of the Interpretations and General 
Clauses Ordinance 1977.  
Fisheries (Action Plans) Regulations 2021.  
Fishing, Transhipment and Export (Licence Fees etc) Regulations 2021.  
Fisheries (Conservation and Management) (Schedule 2 Amendment) Order 2021.  
Taxes and Duties (Defence Contractors’ Employees Exemptions) Order 2021.  
Hillside House (Declaration) Order 2021.  
 
In accordance with Section 80 (2) of the Constitution the updates in the Public Accounts 
Committee in respect of internal audit reports:  

• 7/21 Data Protection – Physical Security – Satisfactory Rating 
• Follow Up Report 4/21 Wool Producers Assistance Scheme – Full Implementation 

Rating 
• Follow Up Report 1/22 Health and Safety – Full Implementation Rating 
• Follow Up Report 2/22 Business Continuity – Full Implementation Rating 
• Follow Up Report 5/22 Debtors – Full Implementation Rating 

 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive  
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
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Mr Speaker I hereby I lay the aforementioned papers on the table 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you. The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. Under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the Fisheries (Action 
Plans) Regulations 2021, Fishing, Transhipment and Export (Licence Fees etc) Regulations 
2021, Fisheries (Conservation and Management) (Schedule 2 Amendment) Order 2021 be 
noted. 
 
By way of explanation the Fisheries (Action Plans) Regulations 2021. These Regulations are 
made under section 17E of the Fisheries (Conservation and Management) Ordinance 2005. The 
Regulations only apply to an ITQ B eligible company or a company applying to be named on 
Part B of an Individual Transferable Quota Eligibility Register. Section 17E(2) of the 
Ordinance empowers the Governor to make regulations about action plans after consulting the 
Fisheries Committee (the Committee) and the Falkland Islands Fishing Companies Association 
(FIFCA). The consultations were done. 
 
An action plan is one of the requirements for eligibility for listing on Part B of the Individual 
Transferability Quota Eligibility Register. An action plan is a set of targets and milestones to 
be achieved by an ITQ B eligible company that contribute to the goals set by these 
Regulations. The goals are derived from an Accord between the Government and FIFCA which 
sets out overarching goals and objectives for the whole industry. All ITQ B eligible companies 
are members of FIFCA, except in extraordinary circumstances approved by the Director. Each 
individual ITQ B eligible company must have an action plan with targets and milestones 
specific to that company. 
 
An action plan must not depart from the goals set in these Regulations (section 17E(3) of the 
Ordinance). The goals are set in regulations 5 to 9. An action plan must be reasonable and 
proportionate to the scale of the company’s involvement in the ITQ fisheries. Targets in an 
action plan must be in pursuit of goals stated in the regulations (regulation 4).  
 
The goals that inform action plans are goals for building a sustainable successful seafood sector 
(regulation 5), goals for ensuring healthy oceans (regulation 6), goals for caring for the 
environment (regulation 7), goals for safe working conditions (regulation 8) and goals for 
caring for the community (regulation 9). 
 
Regulation 10 provides for the contents of action plans. The Director may draft a template with 
matters that are to be included in all action plans. Some provisions in an action plan will be 
bespoke like targets and milestones for measuring progress towards those targets. Targets may 
include levels of trans-shipment through a domestic containerisation services and contribution 
to the economy through use of local goods and services. 
 
Regulation 11 provides for the term of an action plan. An action plan remains valid for a period 
not more than six years. At the expiry of an action plan, a company will need a new approved 
action plan in order to remain on an ITQ B Eligibility Register. 
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Regulation 12 deals with trans-shipment of available product and the obligation to trans-ship a 
percentage through a domestic containerisation service. Product is defined in regulation 2 as 
catch that has been processed for trans-shipment. An exemption from the trans-shipment 
obligation is given to each company of one hold per vessel per fishing season and the company 
must notify the Director of the destination port of the exempted product. Available product is 
the difference between total annual product and annual product that is exempted (defined in 
regulation 12(7)). The Director may impose an obligation on a company to trans-ship a certain 
percentage of its available product through a domestic containerisation service through a port 
in Stanley or other port determined by the Director. A company may carry over up to 10% of 
its trans-shipment obligation but the carry over must be discharged the following year unless 
the Director authorises otherwise. Further, a company may trade its trans-shipment obligation 
with another ITQ B eligible company and the obligation traded must be expressed in metric 
tonnes. Any trade of a transhipment obligation between companies must be notified to the 
Director. 
 
Performance of the obligations under an action plan may be reviewed (regulation 13). The 
Director may request evidence regarding execution of targets or milestones in an action plan as 
part of the annual confirmation of eligibility under section 26 of the Ordinance. 
 
Regulation 14 provides that a company must contribute to community programmes, either 
through a programme delivered by FIFCA or a programme arranged by the company itself. 
The amount of the contribution for each company is set in the company’s action plan. 
 
Under regulation 15, a company and the Director may agree to revise targets and milestones in 
a company’s action plan. Where targets and milestones are revised, the revised targets and 
milestones form part of the company’s action plan. The Director or a company may not 
unilaterally vary targets and milestones during the term of an action plan. 
 
And I’ll thank you Mr Speaker for letting me read through all of those different regulations. 
This is an important landmark I think in the history of the fisheries of the Falklands. We’ve 
been able to take what were broad principles such as caring for the community, the 
environment, oceans and insuring sustainability for the future of the Falklands, and turned 
them into tangible and measurable action plans which, although may be difficult to describe 
over the airwaves, are significant points in our history to get to this mutual benefit toward 
industry, the community, the environment and Falkland Islands Government. 
 
So moving on to the Fishing, Transhipment and Export (Licence fees etc) Regulations 2021 
The Regulations are made annually and are valid for one year. The major changes in these 
Regulations are — 
(a) the fees for illex licences, trans-shipment and export licences are increased by 10%; 
(b) the fishing season will be changed to run from 1 February to 15 June; 
(c) an application fee of £1,000 per application submitted is payable; 
(d) applications for the same fishing vessel through one or more Falkland Islands companies 
will be allowed provided only up to two applications per vessel are submitted; 
(e) the Director must give reasons for the decision on an application (regulation 5) 
Licence fees must be paid in full by 14 January 2022. If the full licence fee is paid by 14 
January, the licensee is eligible for a 6% discount. 
In exceptional circumstances, the Director may allow a company to pay a deposit of 10% and 
provide a letter of credit with an expiry date of 31 August for the balance. 
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A company may claim a loyalty discount at the rate of 1% for each fishing season per fishing 
vessel up to a maximum of 10% (regulation 8). Where a fishing vessel is replaced, the 
replacement vessel inherits the old vessel’s loyalty discount provided it is the only vessel 
owned by the company. Where a new fishing vessel is added to a fleet, the new loyalty 
discount for the new vessel is the average of the combined loyalty discount of all the old 
vessels owned by that company in the fishery. An example is given in regulation 8(3). 
 
And finally Mr Speaker, the Fisheries (Conservation and Management) (Schedule 2 
Amendment) Order 2021. Section 16 of the Ordinance allows the Governor to amend Schedule 
2 of the Ordinance on consideration of the recommendation made by the Director. This Order 
changes the dates within which Squid Jig or Trawl fishery, Illex argentinus and Martialia 
hyadesi species operate. The fishing season will run from 1 February to 15 June 2022. The 
amendment is made on the recommendation of the Director after consulting the Fisheries 
Advisory Committee. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Can I have a seconder please? 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
I second it Mr Speaker 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you very much. Does any Member wish to speak to that motion? No. 
 
Honourable Members, the motion is that the Fisheries (Action Plans) Regulations 2021, 
Fishing Transhipment and Export (Licence Fees etc) Regulations 2021, Fisheries 
(Conservation and Management) (Schedule 2 Amendment) Order 2021 are noted.  
 
Is there any objection to passing that motion? There is no objection, those Regulations and that 
Order are noted. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the Taxes and Duties (Defence 
Contractors’ Employees Exemption) Order 2021 and the Hillside House (Declaration) Order 
2021 be noted. 
 
By way of explanation the Taxes and Duties (Defence Contractors’ Employees Exemption) 
Order 2021 This order exempts certain employees working in defence related companies from 
Falkland Islands income tax. The current Taxes and Duties (Defence Contractors’ Employees 
Exemption) Order 2020 expires on 31 December 2021. This Order extends the exemption to 31 
December 2022. A new company is added to the list under Part 2 of the Schedule and their 
employees are exempted from liabilities arising on or after 1 January 2021. 
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The companies listed under Part 1 of the Schedule are currently exempt from 2021 liabilities 
under the 2020 Order (23 of 2020) which is revoked by article 7 of this order. 
 
Secondly the Hillside House (Declaration) Order 2021.  Section 60(2) of the Electoral 
Ordinance provides for the Governor to declare a building by Order to be an institution to 
enable voting at that institution by inmates and staff. This Order declares Hillside House at 
Hillside Camp, Stanley to be an institution for the purposes of section 60. 
 
Thank you 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Could I have a seconder for that motion please? 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker I second the motion 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard to second. Does any Member wish to speak to the motion? The 
Honourable John Birmingham 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, just a quick one. I have to say I’d like my objection noted 
about the term that “inmates” seems a very outdated word to use for people who are living in 
that institution.  
 
The Attorney General 
 
Mr Speaker I think you absolutely understand the comment made the reason the term is used is 
that is the terminology that is currently within the Electoral Ordinance so that’s something that 
if perhaps we do review the Electoral Ordinance we could look to amend for the future. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you. Does any other Member wish to make comment. No. 
 
Honourable Members, the motion is that the Taxes and Duties (Defence Contractors’ 
Employees Exemption) Order 2021 and the Hillside House (Declaration) Order 2021 are noted. 
Is there any objection to passing that motion? There is no objection. Those orders are noted. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Mr Speaker under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the Public Accounts Committee’s 
consideration of the internal audit reports as listed by the Clerk be noted. 
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PAC were content that those audits were acceptable or that Internal Audit recommendations are 
being actioned. They have already been listed in this House so I won’t repeat them, but there 
were no recommendations made on the report via the PAC they do note that they look forward 
to receiving follow up reports from the Internal Audit where applicable in due course.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you. Can I have a seconder please for that motion? 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
I second the motion 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs to second. Does any Member wish to speak to the motion? No. 
 
Honourable Members the motion is that Public Accounts Committees consideration of the 
internal audit reports as listed by the Clerk be noted. Is there any objection to passing that 
motion? There’s no objection. Those reports are noted. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Questions for oral response. Question number 45 of 2021 by The Honourable Gavin Short. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Could the Financial Secretary please inform what the cost to the exchequer would be of an 
increase in the OAP of 3% and 5% should such an increase be agreed and back dated to the 
beginning of this financial year. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank The Honourable Member for his question and apologise in advance that 
perhaps my reply will lack my usual numerical precision. For it is impossible to properly 
quantify the long term cost to the exchequer of such an increase without detailed actuarial 
advice. All the assessments of employer and employee contribution rates and deficit recovery 
payments to the Retirement Pensions Fund to be made by the Falkland Islands Government 
have to be assessed on the basis of changes in the Old Age Pension being referenced to the rate 
of inflation and not an arbitrary number over and above this figure to satisfy perceived short 
term difficulties. 
 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 16th December 2021 

12 

Based on the modelled outcomes of the 2018 actuarial update, our external actuaries Callund 
Consulting made the following recommendations to ensure the financial sustainability of the 
RPF. 
 
One – that member contributions should continue to be increased above the rate of inflation as 
agreed after the 2016 evaluation so that by 2022 this will result in the members paying 
contributions slightly in excess of rates required for future costs of pensions and thus making 
this small contribution to the past service short fall. 
 
Secondly – in order to maintain an adequate level of reserve in the fund over the longer term 
the Falkland Islands Government should continue with the current level of subsidy increasing it 
above the rate of inflation. 
 
Thirdly – if the annual rate of the standard pension is increased above the rate of inflation then 
actuarial advice should be sought as to what additional increases should be made to the 
employee contributions, employer contributions and the subsidy from Government to maintain 
the financial position of the RPF. 
 
As part of the Budget Select Committee process for 2021-22 financial year these issues were 
discussed and notwithstanding the desire of Honourable Members as a whole to support 
adequate levels of both pension and welfare support to the community, it was agreed that any 
decision on the future of pension payments could only be made in the possession of full 
actuarial advice from the upcoming valuation exercise. And it was thus agreed to follow the 
previous recommendations. 
 
Whilst the Treasury team was able to provide the Budget Select Committee with a broad brush 
estimate of the long term cost of increasing pensions above the rate of inflation, my 
professional advice was that this is not a sufficiently robust calculation on which to base 
decisions that have far reaching long term financial consequences.  
 
As was previously responded to this House in Question for Oral Reply Number 37 of 2021 
there are two pension funds which have upcoming actuarial reviews in accordance with their 
relevant Ordinances. Those being Pensions Old Scheme Fund as at 30th June 2021, and the 
Retirement Pensions Equalisation Fund as at the 31st December 2021. As appropriate to each 
fund, the scope of the work undertaken will include the future financial development of the 
funds, the emerging demographic experience of the membership of the fund, to propose a 
sustainable funding schedule for the accrued liabilities of the funds, to assess the adequacy of 
the present contribution rates and the finance methodology, including analysis of both new 
members joining the fund and the level of benefits to be provided in the context of the 
projected financial position. 
 
As part of this process we can review the current benefit structure, and where possible propose 
on potential modifications and its costing. And certainly our actuaries will advise on the 
indexation of pensions and its financial impact as to the potential modification of benefits. The 
work will be undertaken by specialist actuarial firms, themselves staffed by experienced and 
qualified professionals with a substantial background and experience in the production of such 
analyses and recommendations to many pension schemes across the globe. It is still planned 
that the actuarial reviews will be completed in the first half of 2022 to support deliberations of 
the Budget Select Committee in forming the production of the annual estimates for 2022-23 
and beyond. Thank you. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank the Financial Secretary for his reply. Just, I mean to 
my feeble brain and perhaps to people out there who are listening to this, surely, what would be 
the cost to the exchequer if the pensions were raised by 3%, would that not be 3% on top of 
whatever a monthly OAP payment is multiplied by 52 multiplied by the amount of pensioners? 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his follow up and the answer is no.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Could I ask, in pounds, shillings and pence, what is it please? 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his further question. I think I’ve answered his question 
twice; I’m unable to tell him what the precise cost in future value terms is of that simple 
calculation. It is not a simplistic position. Thank you 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Financial Secretary for his reply and, of course, this was brought 
about, this question was actually tabled before the events that took place in Standing Finance 
Committee yesterday, which I shall be returning to in the motion for adjournment, but I do 
thank him for his reply. 
 
Mr Speaker 
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The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you. Just to try to outline what did happen at Standing Finance Committee yesterday, 
we, it was in the public section so completely at liberty to talk about. There was a discussion on 
the Christmas bonus, and what I fear my Honourable Colleague Gavin Short is citing about 
here is, he wants to know the one year cost of an uplift, but it isn’t a one year cost. It has 
ramifications throughout the life of all of these pension schemes, and as the Honourable 
Financial Secretary has described: people come in, people dip out, it isn’t an absolute or certain 
cost.  
 
And while we could suggest annual uplifts such as a bonus I would ask and I suppose this is a 
question to the Honourable Gavin Short or just generally a rhetorical one if he doesn’t choose 
to answer it, is would a change from 3 to 5% really help people in hardship, and for the 
hundreds of people that are affluent and that wouldn’t necessarily benefit too much from that 
2%, is it right that the tax payer then bear the cost of that for the rest of their lives as the 
pensions have been increased beyond the actuarial review?  
 
I think this whole issue is incredibly important, but it requires a great deal more thought to 
make sure we’re picking that up in the right place and not punishing others unfairly. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for her rhetorical question, question 
rhetorical or otherwise. Actually, my proposal would not have impacted on the funds within the 
Pension Funds, this comes out of a separate fund which I think is called the Community Fund, 
it’s one off so it would not have impacted no. We are talking about Standing Finance I believe, 
you’re referring the matters that took place in Standing Finance Committee yesterday in your 
question. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
For clarification, the question is about the OAP Fund as my Honourable Colleague has 
outlined. The discussion at SFC was separate, it’s about a bonus system which isn’t a solution 
to the Pensions question that’s been raised, and I think by mentioning it we’re trying to 
conflate two things and each one does not give a solution to the other. It is a bonus is a 
temporary band aid, a long term solution to making sure no one falls below the poverty line 
needs some serious work behind it, and it probably isn’t going to be achieved either by the 
suggestion that my Honourable Colleague is making about uplifting the OAP by 2% because, 
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as has been outlined, the ramifications of that are unknown, but also it doesn’t necessarily help 
those who are under the bread line.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you. The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
Just to try and give you some numerical precision that I am actually able to. When we updated 
the valuation, the pensions fund in 2018, the deficit between the accrued liabilities of the fund 
and its assets was 39 million pounds. That’s partially the reason that FIG continues to 
contribute above member contributions, a sum of in excess of 1.6 million pounds a year to deal 
with that past service deficit. I think, therefore, it would be preposterous to put in place any 
form of arbitrary change to that without detailed professional advice from qualified 
professionals. I regret that I am not qualified to give that level of answer to the level that the 
Member would require. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to speak?  The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, it has been a fascinating discussion. I think there is a clear issue to me, 
I identified it particularly during the hustings and the build-up to the election. And that is that 
there are some members in this community who are suffering you know, they don’t feel the 
pension they are receiving is enough to get by on, and I think we can’t make arbitrary changes 
to the pension, pension amounts, but I think we need to understand exactly what this issue is. 
We need to understand how many people are falling below the poverty line, I guess, Mr 
Speaker.  
 
So I think we need to understand that issue, rather than changing it for the entire pension range 
and as my Honourable Colleague Teslyn Barkman pointed out, there will be many people 
picking up a pension who are perfectly fine, but I think we need to understand those who 
aren’t, we need to understand the scale of the issue and we need some policy options on how 
we can address this. 
 
I don’t feel directing people who have worked all their lives or who have not been able to set 
aside a huge amount of money during their life time should necessarily be directed towards the 
welfare system, maybe that is the right place, but I think we need to consider some options as a 
group, but this won’t be a quick fix, and I think an arbitrary raise of a certain percentage on top 
of a pension right across the board is going to cost us an absolute fortune for years to come and 
won’t necessarily be making the difference to those people who really need that change in 
income. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 16th December 2021 

16 

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague Mark Pollard and 
Financial Secretary for their comments. I completely agree with everything my Honourable 
Colleague Mark Pollard said. I think that there does need to be a piece of work and as we’ve 
explored during the Covid-19 Recovery work, we can identify people in hardship in our 
community, it takes effort and it takes strategy, and I do believe that we can come up with a 
suite of Policy options to make sure that in our community, people who have worked all their 
lives don’t have to go to welfare. It can be picked up separately and supported. Thank you Mr 
Speaker 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I’d like to thank the Honourable Financial Secretary for his 
comprehensive answer there. This is a subject that impacts not only on pensioners but also on 
those contributing to pensions so that’s employees, employers, the self-employed as well in 
their contributions over the long period. It is something that we need to take professional 
advice for because in the past, without following that professional advice, that is why we end 
up with deficit situations which would potentially make our pension scheme unsustainable in 
the long term, and that’s why it’s so important to get professional advice before making 
decisions for the future. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. Declaring an interest obviously as a pensioner and there is a review 
going on and I don’t see any benefit in doing a “back of a vapour pack” change at this moment. 
I would like to make the point though that changes in the past have been followed through after 
considerable professional advice in the past, so it’s not as if there hasn’t been professional 
advice. Heaven forbid that professional advice is sometimes not correct, but there we go. We 
can only hope for the best. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question or a comment? No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question number 46 of 2021 by the Honourable Gavin Short  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
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The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker. Could the Honourable Peter Biggs please inform the House what steps are 
underway to rid the area around Stanley (and indeed further afield, should there be any) of the 
last remaining vestiges of the mine field fences and any other detritus that may have been 
gathered up as mine fields were cleared 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Gavin Short for his question and I answer as follows. 
 
FIG’s three year program of works for the removal of derelict former minefield fences both on 
public and private land has been successfully advancing since being established and approved 
be Exco earlier this year, Exco 96/21 refers. Within the plan the first year of work included the 
areas of Yorke Bay and Fox Bay West. This is to be followed by Stanley Common areas used 
for grazing and public recreation in the second year. 
 
Finally, in the third year, works will be completed in the outer areas of Stanley Common, 
including an area of land owned by the FIC. I am pleased to say that work is ahead of schedule. 
A great amount of work has gone into the development and delivery of this project which grew 
in complexity due to the wide spread nature of the fences and the differing types of work 
needed at different areas. 
 
Preparation for the work has required detailed mapping and stakeholder consultation, attaining 
an appropriate budget, classifying and prioritising projects within the programme and 
determining the most environmentally friendly way to remove and dispose of associated waste 
materials. 
 
After following the formal tendering process two local contractors have since been awarded the 
work at Fox Bay West and Yorke Bay. The contract for work at Fox Bay West was awarded in 
September to the land owner and was complete in early November 2021. The contract was 
successfully awarded October 2021 to Mr Keith Heathman to remove all former minefield 
fences in the Yorke Bay area which spans from Cape Pembroke to Gypsy Cove. 
 
Since the work commenced the contractor has made remarkable progress and has removed 
approximately 2 kilometres to date. Due to the area being partially environmentally sensitive 
the contractor was only permitted to carry out work in particular areas at certain times of the 
year, with areas near penguin colonies expected to be completed outside of the breeding 
season. It is therefore anticipated that all works will be complete by September 2022 or sooner. 
 
I am pleased to report that work is well ahead of schedule with work for year two of the 
programme being advertised for quotations this month, though we are still in the first half of 
year one. The next piece of work includes removal of minefield fences on Stanley Common 
south of Stanley, which I am sure many residents will look forward to seeing removed in 2022. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Member for his very full complete reply, and heartening 
news so thank you very much. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question or a comment? 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question number 47 of 2021 by the Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, a release from the Falkland Islands Holdings announced that they were the 
successful tenderer for the construction of 70 houses for the Falkland Islands Government and 
MOD and that the value of the contract was 17.3 million pounds. Can the Honourable Peter 
Biggs please state what the proportion of the houses are for FIG please and whether the figure 
quoted is correct. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Member for his question and reply as follows: the actual 
figure is 17.28 million. The project is for the delivery of 40 houses for the Falkland Islands 
Government and 30 houses for MOD. This is at a cost of 9.42 million for the FIG housing and 
7.86 million for the MOD housing. For FIG this will deliver 4 four bedroom houses, 6 three 
bedroom houses, 20 two bedroom houses and 10 one bedroom houses.  
 
Included within the contract value is the external works including fencing and off street 
parking as well as additional energy efficiency options which include air source heat pumps 
and solar thermal heating. Thank you 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
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Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank the Honourable Peter Biggs for his reply. Of 
course, there will be people out in the public who did the same as me, just divided the amount 
of the contract by houses and come up with £247,142 pounds a house and I think you have 
fully answered the question: what we are getting for our money, but I presume built into this 
contract there will be mobilisation costs and things like that. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank the Honourable Member for his supplementary 
question. I will obtain the exact information in answer to that question but my assumption is 
that they are included in contract cost. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his replies. Thank you 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question or a comment? No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 48/21 by the Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Honourable Mark Pollard 
 

Mr Speaker, as the portfolio holder isn’t here, may I defer this question until the next 
Assembly, would that be ok? 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Indeed, you can. 
 
Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you very much 
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Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 49/21 by the Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Honourable Mark Pollard 
 

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Can the Honourable MLA Biggs please inform us what PWD are 
doing to facilitate the use of electric vehicles in the Islands and whether there are plans to 
introduce any electric vehicles into the Government fleet? 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank the Honourable Member for his question and my 
response is that PWD are working closely with the private sector to support the introduction of 
electric vehicles including the installation of charging points. The PWD Plant & Vehicle 
section have a very modest budget for the replacement of vehicles: the replacement of 
approximately 10 vehicles annually. None of those identified for replacement within the 22-23 
budget lend themselves to replacement with electrical vehicles due to either being specialist in 
nature or required to work in remote areas. 
 
However, work is being done to see if there can be reassignment to accelerate the introduction 
of electric vehicles into the fleet. Any request from departments for new vehicles are being 
considered as to whether their use would be suited to electric vehicles, and it is expected that as 
appropriate vehicles are due for replacement they will be substituted for electric vehicles. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
I would like to thank the Honourable Member for his answer. Currently I think we have at least 
three companies importing electric vehicles, and I personally feel that as FIG we need to be 
driving the agenda, adding pole position and perhaps leading the pack. This is merely one area 
where we can start actioning our environmental strategy, turning our words into actions, so I 
welcome the work going on with the charging points, and I think if we can accelerate the 
introduction of vehicles that would be absolutely fantastic. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
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The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I also think Falkland Islands Government should be in the 
lead with this. I do believe the military at MPA are going to seriously look at investing in some 
electric vehicles, and what’s required at this end is the political will backed up by financial 
assistance to various departments, and I detect that there is the political will, and if there is that 
will then perhaps we could follow it through with some additional funding, if required. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
I thank the Honourable Members for their supplementary comments on this issue and you 
know I do agree with their sentiments on this one, and as do most of the people in this room I 
am sure, and I’m sure we will look for opportunities to develop this area as time develops. 
Thank you 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question or a comment? No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 50/21 by the Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. Can the Honourable MLA Spink please inform us of what work is 
taking place to legalise CBD oil and likely timescales? 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I would like to thank my colleague the Honourable Mark 
Pollard for his question. CBD Oils are not lawful in the Falkland Islands because it’s 
understood that they contain, in very small concentrations, substances which are prohibited 
under the Misuse of Drugs Ordinance 1987. A paper has been requested to be brought to 
Executive Council in February 2022 to consider the options for legalising CBD Oil products. 
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This will require amendment to the 1987 Ordinance. Assuming there is clarity on the preferred 
option and balancing this work against other priorities, I’m informed by the Attorney General it 
is hoped that a draft bill could then be prepared by May 2022.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague MLA Spink for his answer there. I think many 
would welcome that and the timeline there. I think that’s really perhaps ambitious, but certainly 
if we can move towards that would be a fantastic idea. I put in CBD into the search bar on the 
Boots UK pharmacy website and got 87 different products last night, available for anyone who 
just wanders into their local branch on the UK highstreet. 
 
My limited understanding of the subject is that CBD in the UK is not allowed to contain any of 
the psychoactive elements, no one seems to know whether it actually works or not, but it has a 
chance of relieving chronic pain, PTSD, sleeping disorders, weight loss or anything else and 
the UK government seems to have decided that it’s not a danger. I feel we owe it to those 
suffering to essentially let them have a go and see if it works for them. Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
The Attorney General 
 
Mr Speaker, just as a supplementary just in relation to the comments made by the Honourable 
Mark Pollard. I think one thing it is worth pointing out is that CBD Oil that’s sold in the UK 
over the counter is not permitted to be marketed as a medicinal product, it’s sold as a food 
supplement there. That’s the basis on which it is lawful currently in the UK. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question – the Honourable Gavin Short. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I think perhaps I should declare an interest in this subject 
because it was something that I think we started off when I worked at Falklands Radio as a 
campaign which went into the Election Campaign, and I’m just so, so pleased that something 
finally looks like it’s going to happen. I would like to obviously thank our Attorney General for 
cooperating and being so helpful to people.  
 
I know there’s a lot of people out there who have tried this stuff who live here in the Falklands, 
they haven’t tried it in the Falklands I hasten to add, they waited until they was outside the 
country and jurisdictions where this stuff is legal and they had some food supplements and they 
swear by it, and I very much look forward to supplementing my diet, well early next year with 
a bit of luck, so thank you very much. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question or a comment? No. 
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Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motions.  
 
Motion number 17 of 2021 by the Honourable Mark Pollard: 
 
That this House resolves to establish a Select Committee of the Whole House to examine the 
Constitution of the Falkland Islands, to review the evidence collected by the previous 
Assembly, to call for further evidence, and to consider and report to this House on the current 
arrangements, making such recommendations as they think fit for changes to the Constitution. 
This House further resolves to appoint the Honourable Mark Pollard as Chair and the 
Honourable Gavin Short as Deputy Chair of the Committee. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, there is no more important document to us in these Islands 
than the Constitution. It is our country’s rule book, it sets out all of the fundamental principles 
by which the Falkland Islands are governed, it underpins our democracy and individual rights 
amongst other things. 
 
It is essential that it remains current and relevant. It has been some time since a review was 
completed. In the last Assembly one of my colleagues stated that it would take an awfully long 
time to do, many things worth doing do. I can absolutely guarantee though that if we don’t start 
it now it will take longer still. 
 
Some glaze over a little when talking about nuances such as whether or not passages mean the 
Governor in Council, Exco, the Governor in his or her own discretion or just the Governor, and 
some of the discussion and content is at times a little dry.  
 
But how many know that a childs’ right to education in the Falklands is protected 
constitutionally, but only their primary education. Most support equality in our society, but 
how many know how protected it actually is? That Immigration and Falkland Island Status is 
hidden away in a Section entitled Interpretation? These last three examples are only parts of 
one of ten of the chapters. 
 
Who knew that during Covid-19 our Constitution had to be amended by the Queen’s Privy 
Council to allow your elected Members to make laws when not physically sitting in the same 
room? I’m sure the Attorney General will probably correct my language in some way after this, 
but you get the gist of it. 
 
How about the meatier discussions around who actually runs the country? Are MLAs allowed 
to do as they please? Is the Governor? The courts? The police? What’s the role of the Foreign 
Office or the Queen in all of this? How does our Government work? Can it work in different 
ways? How different? Who can vote? Who can’t vote? We’ve been on a journey for some time 
and always will be.  
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How our society worked 10 or 20 years ago is different to now and what is right for now will 
look out of date in another 10 or 20 years. There is inherent danger in changing our 
Constitution and much of it is not actually in the gift of the MLAs to do. We must have public 
support to change anything of any magnitude and rightly so, but we cannot remain frozen in 
time, afraid to move with the times in case of making a mistake, although let’s try and keep the 
number of mistakes to a minimum preferably, preferably none. Mr Speaker, if this House 
agrees to set up this Select Committee today, then we will look to define a detailed program of 
work in the New Year. 
 
One thing about the program has to be sure, and that this is the Constitution of the people of the 
Falkland Islands and they must be involved all the way through. Mr Speaker, I support the 
motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you. And the seconder please? The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I certainly wish to second the motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you. The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. In rising to support the motion, I think my Honourable Colleague, 
Mark Pollard is entirely right, though when I think back about the most important books in the 
Falklands I think about you know, “Cooking the Falklands Way”, “Diddle Dee to Wire Gates”, 
“The Historical Scrapbook of Stanley” because they’re not unrelated to everything that governs 
us. 
 
And change in a Constitution isn’t just about maturing our democracy, its developing our place 
in the world and it’s about taking those things in our culture, recognising what’s important in 
our heritage, and enshrining it in some way, whether we do that in the law or whether we you 
know we pick some things out that are significantly important to our society that we want to 
have included in there we need to think about these things and this is, to me it’s a great 
opportunity to reflect upon what we value and what we love in the Falklands and you know, 
let’s turn that into something for the future. 
 
If nothing else, it elevates our place in the world and when we have those horrible people 
screaming at us from across the water, we have got a much better platform to stand on and we 
should be proud of that. Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other member wish to speak? The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
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Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. Yes, I’m very pleased to see this motion come 
to the House, and obviously I support it strongly. It’s been, I believe, about 13 years since we 
had a review or look at our Constitution and that is in my view quite overdue, it should be at 
least every 10 years, any Constitution I believe of any country. I doubt very much we will 
change a huge amount in it, but we might change some of the very important issues that are out 
of date and need to be addressed. I support the motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to speak? Honourable Mark Pollard, it’s your option if you wish 
to sum up 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker, I think I’ve laid out the case and I welcome the support of Honourable Colleagues 
and hopefully, they will pass this motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the motion before the House is, that this House resolves to establish a 
Select Committee of the whole House to examine the Constitution of the Falkland Islands, to 
review the evidence collected by the previous Assembly, to call for further evidence and to 
consider and report to this House on the current arrangements making such recommendations 
as they think fit for changes to the Constitution. This House further resolves to appoint the 
Honourable Mark Pollard as chair and the Honourable Gavin Short as deputy chair of that 
committee.  
 
Is there any objection to passing that motion? There is no objection. That motion is carried 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motion number 18 of 2021 by the Honourable Mark Pollard.  
 
This House recognises the great debt of the Falkland Islands and their people to all South 
Atlantic Medal Holders who served in the Falkland Islands and in the waters surrounding the 
Falkland Islands for the preservation of the liberty and right to self-determination of the people 
of the Falkland Islands, and the assistance given to the civilian community by South Atlantic 
Medal Holders, the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY of the Falkland Islands, records its sincere 
and grateful thanks and RESOLVES to confer upon all holders of the South Atlantic Medal, 
THE FREEDOM OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS on the occasion of the Fortieth 
Anniversary on 14 June 2022 of the Liberation of the Falkland Islands from Argentine 
Occupation. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
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Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, it is a matter of great pride for me 
to stand here today in front of you and propose this motion. Whilst I will retain this feeling of 
pride, I cannot take the credit, this motion had the unanimous support of the previous 
Assembly and I’m sure we’ll find out shortly it has the support of this one too. The suggestion 
was not ours, but it is one that I will support, again with great pride. 
 
Almost 40 years ago our Islands were invaded by an aggressive neighbour that out-numbered 
us by 16 thousand to 1. Every one of the South Atlantic Medal Holders sought to prevent this 
from happening, to liberate us or both. To put it simply, without them my family would not 
have our home. The reason I can bring up my two daughters in what I consider to be one of the 
safest places in the world is because of them.  
 
Whilst this motion seeks to recognise this and thank these individuals there is nothing that will 
ever clear the debt of gratitude I and other Falkland Islanders feel for all they have done for us. 
Mr Speaker, I support the motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you. And a seconder? The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, I have great pleasure in rising to second the motion. 
 
The Speaker 
 
Thank you. Does any Member wish to speak to the motion? The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, never shy to bolt out the gate first. This, I mean what can I say. I had 
the amazing pleasure of recently attending the Remembrance Day Commemorations in the 
United Kingdom and the stand out part of the day was being trapped in the little coral near the 
Cenotaph because the parade was going around, and every time I saw a SAMA scarf just 
whooping and cheering, looking like an idiot with a tear in my eye because its everything and 
so I whole heartedly support this motion. Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, it gives me, well, just great pleasure and happiness to 
support this. I have though to declare an interest because I am a holder of the South Atlantic 
Medal and I know I think I can speak for every veteran here in the Falklands, I suspect, 
worldwide that they will be ever so grateful for this gesture from the Falklands and, well, it’s 
the very least we can do for the people who gave us our freedom back. I was actually involved 
in the losing of our freedom, but I was actually going to be rather cheeky and ask the 
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Honourable Member what it allowed me to do, but I think I shan’t go there. I do support the 
motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, obviously I, too, am delighted to support this 
motion and as somebody who actually, like the Honourable Gavin Short who was a young man 
at the time and went through quite a traumatic experience, as indeed did a lot of other people, I 
can just reiterate how grateful I am for the people that, all these good people that came and 
rescued us. Thank you Mr Speaker, I support the motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, in rising to support the motion, my maths are nowhere near as good as the 
Financial Secretary’s, but I also in rising to support this motion, I can’t quite work out the 
thing, if it was 16 thousand to one over all. At Fox Bay West where I was, we had 900 guests 
and there were 18 of us so we’ll have to work that out, but certainly I support this whole 
heartedly. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Mr Speaker, I would just like to register my complete and strong support of this motion. Thank 
you. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other member wish to speak? No. The Honourable Mark Pollard, do you wish to sum 
up or are you happy to let it stand? 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I think there is very little I can add to what has already been said so, 
thank you very much. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, this House recognising the great debt of the Falkland Islands and their 
people to all South Atlantic Medal holders who served in the Falkland Islands and in the waters 
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surrounding the Falkland Islands, for the preservation of the liberty and right to self-
determination of the people of the Falkland Islands, and the assistance given to the civil 
community by the South Atlantic Medal holders, the Legislative Assembly of the Falkland 
Islands here records its sincere and grateful thanks and resolves to confer upon all holders of 
the South Atlantic Medal the Freedom of the Falkland Islands on the occasion of the 40th 
Anniversary on the 14th June 2022 of the Liberation of the Falkland Islands from Argentine 
occupation.  
 
Is there any objection to passing that motion? There is no objection, that motion is carried. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motion for adjournment 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move that this House stands adjourned sine die. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker and Honourable Members, in rising to support the motion for 
adjournment, I will be, as usual, very brief. I guess we thought that 2020 was a difficult year, 
but 2021 has been nearly equally as difficult or different anyway as before. I would just 
actually like to thank not just all the people that worked very hard during this last year, but also 
the public for being responsible and sensible, for looking after each other and for listening and 
respecting our quarantine regulations and all that went with it. 
 
So I’d just like to wish everybody a very Merry Christmas, and I hope that next year is 
different to the last two in a positive way and, of course, a special Merry Christmas and Happy 
New year to those at MPC who will be a long way away from their families. Mr Speaker, I 
support the motion 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support this motion I would like to wish 
everybody a very Merry Christmas and a happy New Year and prosperous New Year and I’d 
like to thank all of those who will be working over the Christmas period, the Emergency 
Services, the Hospitals, the people in the Power station, the water supply, the people ensuring 
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our security up at Mount Pleasant etc, and everybody who will be working across that holiday 
period I’d like to thank them for their efforts across that period as well. It’s difficult when you 
have family events etc, but I’d like to support the motion. Thank you very much 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the motion for adjournment I’d like to 
touch at first on pensions as I said I would do, just to perhaps clear the air for anyone who may 
not have heard what happened at Standing Finance yesterday 
 
But it became apparent during the run up to the election that the zero increase in OAP had been 
looked on by the Falklands population as a mistake, a mistake, of course, that’s now been 
compounded by inflation already hitting, I believe, 2.8 % and in all likelihood rising. Whilst us 
more able bodied people can take second or part time jobs, OAPs especially with tourism being 
almost wiped out and now only starting perhaps to slowly recover, are in a position whereby 
some are, if anecdotal evidence is to be believed, not in a good place. In a society that speaks 
of how much we have moved forward and how wonderful everything is 40 years since our 
liberation, the treatment of pensioners is something that we probably shouldn’t feel too proud 
of. 
 
After all, it was and is thanks to them for their being frugal that we have the lifestyle that we do 
today. It was against this backdrop that I tabled my question on pensions for todays meeting. 
What is interesting that in fairly short order a proposal was brought out to the Standing Finance 
Committee for an increase to this year’s Christmas bonus by £37, which would take the 
Christmas bonus up to I believe around £200 exactly. 
 
Was this sudden proposal coincidence? I honestly don’t know, but what it was in my view, was 
sheer tokenism which I said at the Standing Finance Committee open section yesterday. It was 
something that I could not support. Rather than being completely negative I decided to go to 
the meeting of Standing Finance Committee with a counter proposal and my proposal was this: 
it was let’s put 1% on the existing pension of £168 a week which comes out at £1.68 multiple 
that by 52 which gives you £84.76 and add that to the Christmas bonus, making one off 
payment of £247.76. This would have cost I believe an additional £35,005.88. 
 
Now this would not have put any pressure or increased the deficit in the pensions funds as its 
been paid out of something called the Community Fund, and that fund would still have £53,858 
sitting in it should my proposal have been adopted. Needless to say, as indeed I expected, I was 
shot down in flames. This being opposed by most other Members when came to the vote, 
although I think there were some Members who felt a direct pecuniary interest and abstained. 
 
I have to say that MLAs did make their reasoning for not supporting my suggestion apparent at 
the meeting yesterday, as some have done again today, and I do thank them for that as 
sometimes in the past decisions seem to have been made without any reasoning behind them, 
certainly in the public forum, and as I say it is good to have that debate out there so I do thank 
them for that. I think something positive has come of this, or will come of this. 
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Finally, though before moving away from pensions I would like to clarify one thing, in this 
House. I did vote against the Treasury proposal, not because I thought pensioners were well off 
and didn’t need anything, as they do, no. I voted against something that in my eyes, as I say it 
was nothing more than tokenism. Members spoke of review and trying to understand just what 
the level of OAP should be and what the level is I presume that would perhaps be poverty here 
in the Falklands and who has got below or on that line. 
 
Treasury seemed to intimate that of the 413 pensioners in receipt of OAP, during the Covid 
outbreak at least one – sorry what 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Sorry, can I interrupt the Honourable Member, I think we have a point of order 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
A point of order. MLA Short, you cannot say that this was a Treasury proposal, a paper came 
to Standing Finance Committee at the behest of a group of MLAs. It was not a Treasury 
proposal, it was a proposal from the MLAs. Thank you 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank you for that sir, and you could be right. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Another point of order? No. Okay, sorry, please continue. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
But I do thank the Financial Secretary, but I thought it was a Treasury paper. But I do thank 
him for that. In continuing I believe though………. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Can I interrupt? Sorry, yes, The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Sorry Mr Speaker, I was just indicating I’d like to do my motion for adjournment once the 
Honourable Gavin Short….. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Okay, right, not a point of order.  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Sorry about that 
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Mr Speaker 
 
Yes, please continue. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Yes, absolutely. Righto 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
I’d also like to speak to the motion of adjournment once the Honourable Gavin is finished. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you very much. Okay, think we’re getting a little facetious here. The Honourable Gavin 
Short, please continue. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I think I’ll move swiftly on to tourism, if I may. Safer ground. Tourism in form of expedition 
vessels is starting to take its first steps here in the Falklands and tourism has taken up a fair bit 
of my time. As I wanted to understand and assist where I could in its return to the Falklands. 
To that I have met with all, sorry met and will keep meeting and keeping in touch with agents 
as we start and indeed operate as we start to see tourism return. 
 
It all kicked off with vessels visiting areas in the Camp, keeping well away from the 
inhabitants. This, of course, continues, but we have now had, I believe, 3 visits to Stanley with 
more scheduled to happen. I have spoken with tourists who came off the vessels that came into 
Stanley, and the ones whom I spoke to were overjoyed to be here in the Falklands and 
thoroughly enjoying their chance to visit our country. 
 
I have to pay tribute to David Jeffrey from our Policy unit who picked up that tourism work 
and has approached it in an extremely practical “can do” way, and also to those involved in the 
industry who have battled on preparing for the moment that the vessels would reappear, 
sometimes in circumstances that would test the patience of a saint. 
 
I have to say also that I wish to pay tribute to those in the Stanley retail sector who have 
embraced the return of tourism and to others I would urge them to become more engaged. 
Finally we have the opportunity to start bringing in more revenue, let us make the effort to 
maximise the opportunity. I was told by the tourism office that the few tourists that we have 
had here have been snapping up locally produced items and I know that this is something that 
the Tourist Board is now concentrating on and if there is anybody out there who thinks they 
could produce something then I would urge you to speak with the people in the Tourist Board 
who will only be too happy to assist and give advice. 
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Although this first season of tourism has only just started we have already had the first meeting 
of a group to look at next year and what the situation may look like. Larger vessels will, I 
believe, start cruising down this way, and we have to be in a position by the end of the season 
to start giving an indication of what our protocols look like. It isn’t going to be too easy with 
the world changing and different strains of Covid appearing which causes countries to change 
their protocols and a lot will depend on our appetite to change our quarantine rules here. 
 
As we approach next season we also have to get an understanding of the art of the possible 
when it comes to handling the larger vessels, we have to see whether we have enough drivers, 
coaches, etc and this really is for agents to work through. What I do want to say though is that I 
do hope that FIG and the Tourism sector and agents in general will work in harmony on this to 
get an understanding of what is needed, and FIG must let the sector know in a timely manner 
what the protocols that we require will be. 
 
I’ve also perhaps, with this next comment I’ve managed to creep into a department portfolio 
report here, but it kind of does touch on a group of people really who have kept the Falklands 
going and have done so very quietly, and I think have been largely unreported. And that is the 
people who work for I believe it is Penguin Travel who drive the buses up and down to the 
airport, week in week out. These drivers are willing to do this job week in, week out and take 
their role seriously as not to be the ones to cause a spread of Covid into the community by 
following all the policies and procedures that they are provided with, but before the hospital or 
any of the other frontline workers, these drivers are at the very forefront of the pandemic here 
in the Falklands.  
 
To list them, there are of course, good Falkland names, Alistair Jacobsen, Nan Arebe Zandana, 
Eva Courtney, Lachie Ross, Robin Smith, Leslie Stewart, Tony Jacobsen, Daniel Carcamo, to 
all of you, I think we owe you a huge vote of thanks for all that you’ve done. 
 
As we approach Christmas, I’d like to wish everybody here in the Falklands a very Merry 
Christmas and in particular would like to ask Commander British Forces to relay my very best 
wishes to all, both military and civilian, who are making sure that we in the Falklands can 
enjoy a peaceful, safe and free Christmas period.  
 
Looking ahead, 2022 is not going to be plain sailing, indeed it will probably be the year maybe, 
when we see Covid break loose in the community, but we approach 2022 highly vaccinated 
and boosted, despite Covid we still have a high functioning economy, we will see things back 
to normal further as tourism starts to embed again and, of course, there are some big ticket 
items heading in our direction such as ports, power and the like. And as we head into 2022 and 
given the news this morning that CBD Oil by mid-2022 may be on the menu I could perhaps 
find myself in the second half of the year being able to dance the nine pins again. 
 
We live in the best little country in the world, we may have our problems, but so does the best 
of regulated families. We can and we will overcome whatever is thrown at us. That is our way, 
and that is the Falklands way, and we will continue to work to strengthen our country and make 
it even better than it is now as we bound gleefully into 2022 so Merry Christmas, happy New 
Year to all. Thank you 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Mark Pollard 
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The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. I’d like to thank the Honourable Member for his portfolio report, but 
just on the motion for adjournment and Standing Orders, I’m not an expert on Standing Orders, 
but perhaps a motion to this House on the pensions would have been a good place to actually 
bring out a discussion. I believe the motion for adjournment, generally people don’t get a 
chance to respond which is perhaps unfortunate. 
 
I would refer people to the Standing Finance Committee open section minutes or even earlier 
in this very Assembly to a fuller sort of debate on the pensions system. The numbers are 
somewhat mind boggling with even the Financial Secretary not necessarily following the 
figures or indeed the logic, I think. Sheer tokenism or you know possibly populism to make 
knee jerk changes without fully understanding the risks to the future sustainability of the 
pensions. but I shall leave that there. 
 
Mr Speaker, I would like to thank all and wish them a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
in our community. Especially those here working for the Armed Services as well, but also 
those here supporting the Armed Services. And an often forgotten or even maligned part of our 
community, those here working away from their homes and families overseas; these are the 
people we have invited to work in our community, in our hospital, teaching our children, 
building our roads, cooking for us, serving us in the shops; I think, you know as I say an often 
maligned part of the community, but they’re essential to the smooth operation of the Falkland 
Islands and a very welcome part of our community in my eyes. 
 
So I’d like to wish everybody in the Falklands, without exception a Merry Christmas and 
happy New Year. Thank you Mr Speaker 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. First I’d like to address some of the comments made by MLA Gavin 
Short. I do like it when the Legislative Assembly gets a little bit spicy. It does make it a little 
bit more exciting, doesn’t it? And I hope the people listening today have, you know, at least a 
little bit entertained if not a little bit bemused why we couldn’t have had a proper discussion 
about it when the question was being brought up earlier. 
 
But I don’t think I’ll be quite as kind as MLA Mark Pollard in saying or suggesting that some 
of the comments themselves coming from my Honourable Colleague Gavin Short were a bit 
tokenistic or perhaps populist. I think they were significantly tokenistic. We’ve we had a full 
discussion about this at SFC and while his somewhat tokenistic suggestion of that table to 
make a 1% increase, it was very evident that it wasn’t based on anything either. It was a knee-
jerk reaction, a suggestion just to complain that he didn’t think that 37% sorry that £37 increase 
we’d suggested to the Christmas bonus was enough, and I would say that if someone had a 
genuine interest in pensioner welfare, they wouldn’t put the fact that they lost their battle as the 
reason that they didn’t support an increase for the Christmas bonus for pensioners, they would 
just support a bonus for pensioners being increased. 
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The reason that we decided to ask the Treasury to prepare a paper to increase the Christmas 
bonus, was because there was a significant increase in inflation which was the reason for 
uplifting the bonus and not the pension. The pension as we’ve said before in this House, and at 
SFC, will be looked at, but the problems with hardships in our community are a separate policy 
suite of options that we have all agreed will be looked into.  
 
So to suggest that the other Members of this House do not support the pensioners in our 
community or support everyone being able to live to a basic living standard is a little bit 
slanderous in my eye, because certainly that was something that was a stalwart part of what I 
believe in, and not just in an election period and not just something I’m going to do because it 
pleases people, because it’s the right thing to do, and if I lose a few battles over the way I 
won’t put my dummy out the pram, even though it’s a bit entertaining though, it really is, and I 
have to thank him for that. 
 
I do think though it’s brilliant that the tourism is up and running again. I think there is you 
know, there was a great uplift in the community, but another significant thing that’s happened 
over the past few week is seeing Boaty McBoa- oh sorry RRS Sir David Attenborough over on 
the horizon, because you know, what an achievement that is for the rest of for the UK, for us, 
for research in the South Atlantic and Antarctica, absolutely fully behind that and really, really 
very proud that there are actually some Falkland Islands personalities on board as well, I think 
you know, it’s a great landmark point in our history. 
 
Turning to a more serious note, there was a meeting of FIMCo board yesterday. There is going 
to be an update put out, I’m not going to go into full portfolio reports by any means, but there 
will be communications coming out for people to give them a little bit of an indication of 
where our efforts are in trying to get the overseas workers in to get the season up and running. 
 
Now I’ll go to what I was intending to say, which is Merry Christmas to everybody across our 
beautiful Islands, I mean it, I hope you all have a fantastic one and an incredible 2022. I plan to 
and I really hope you do too. Thank you. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members in rising to speak to the motion, I believe we’re not allowed 
to read the speeches 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Only if they’re not, you can read it, if its 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
They’re not rude 
 
Mr Speaker 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 16th December 2021 

35 

 
If you’ve written it, you can read it 
 
The Honourable John Birmingham 
 
I do have notes. Its 42 days since the election, not the 66 I thought it might be. There’s been a 
lot to learn, to re-learn and just to take in. During recess, works will still be carried out. I for 
one will be digging out my complete set of Yes, Minister DVDs which I’ve found out are still 
current and relevant, but real work begins next year, which, of course, is not only the 40th 
Anniversary of Liberation, but there’s lots of other big things going on. 
 
And one individual I hope whose name gets mentioned next year, who seems to be slightly 
lost, is a chap called Admiral Leach. Admiral Leach was so important to the actual start of the 
Liberation of these Islands and I do hope at some point to get some recognition shown for that 
particular individual. 
 
I’d like to wish everybody within the Islands, at sea around the Islands, especially those in the 
Emergency Services and the Public Services, that keep everything going, and I’d like to say a 
Merry Christmas to Her Majesty’s Forces serving in the Islands and around the Islands also. 
Merry Christmas to all and a happy and safe New Year. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
The Honourable Peter Biggs 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. I’ve been an MLA now for about a month and it’s been quite a busy 
time and as with all things you learn things during that brief time. The Honourable Member 
alongside me said it has been 42 days, well, okay.  
 
Anyway, you know I’ve learnt certain things which I’d just like to share with you. One is, 
when you’re writing your manifesto, you’ve got to be careful that you know what you’re 
talking about, if it’s on technical matters, and just writing my manifesto I managed to upset 
some people who have come back since and said you know you said this and that’s not quite 
right, and you know, I take that point, I hadn’t done enough research on that. 
 
And I’ve also learnt that the government machine, the civil service, has changed somewhat in 
the last four or five years since I’ve really been involved with it, and I’m so impressed with the 
professional attitudes and standard of work that is produced by the civil service and also by the 
excellent support we as MLAs get for doing our work. 
 
Now I had written a couple pages here but I’ve been thinking about it as the days gone on and I 
realise I risk upsetting other people by talking about the areas of the Falkland Islands 
Government I’ve been examining closely because I haven’t I probably haven’t really got right 
down to the nuts and bolts yet, so I’m not going to fly off on a talk about those yet. 
 
Apart from, you know I did visit some unsung heroes within the PWD machine, I would name 
the Water section for one, you know as with all PWD machines it’s getting older and it needs 
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some replacement and support, but the staff do a wonderful job of producing their essential 
material for our consumption as they go. 
 
And probably the most inspiring visit I’ve had so far has been to the Power station where the 
manager outlined some areas of his vision for power development in the Falklands, in the 
future. Which includes what he was really a pioneer of in some ways, which was a large scale 
wind power machines we have here, and I found that incredibly encouraging and I’m sure all 
the all of us will be most eager to support that line, this essential infrastructure development 
into the future. 
 
Otherwise, I would like to wish everybody a good Christmas and New Year, civil service, the 
population of the Falklands, and all MOD personnel. Thank you 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Commander British Forces 
 
Commander British Forces 
 
As I rise, I reflect that I’m almost at the half point of my command and as I look back at 2021 I 
reflect on a number of successes, particularly, increased links into the local community over 
the last year. That’s through active patrolling, through presences and I think sheer enthusiasm 
to get involved and embrace Island life, both in Stanley and Camp. 
 
The past year has seen HMS FORTH maintain her presence around the Falkland Islands and 
stretch her legs, twice deploying to South Georgia and once to Tristan de Cuna, to deliver 
Covid vaccines. 
 
Over the last year we’ve had the privilege to have a succession of Guards Regiments acting as 
the Roulement Infantry Company including Grenadier, Coldstream, Irish and Welsh Guards. 
Not only have they patrolled far and wide across the Islands, but they’ve engaged at every 
single opportunity. 
 
Wherever deemed necessary they’ve delivered a degree of pomp and circumstance, swapping 
their camouflage uniforms for scarlet and gold which has had a real impact against the 
Falklands landscape. That link between the operational role and the ceremonial role was no 
more poignant when we saw members of the Queens Company of the Grenadier Guards who 
just left the Falklands supporting the funeral of His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh, in 
April at Windsor. 
 
Our Typhoons, Voyager and A400M Atlas and associated support chain have provided 
deterrents and reassurance, consistently delivering the sound of freedom. BFSAI personnel at 
the remote RADAR heads have maintained constant surveillance of Falklands airspace 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year. 
 
We’ve also seen the transition from ground based air defence from RAPIER which has been in 
the Falklands since just after the May ’82 landings to the new SKY SAVER system. 
 
The A400 has also stretched its legs, patrolling extensively around the Islands, also up to the 
Blue Hole fishing area, down to South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands. Both the 
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Voyager and A400 have been used extensively to move both civilians and service personnel in 
need of urgent medical care, outside of the Islands. 
 
As we move in to 2022, I do look forward to commemorating the 40th Anniversary of the 1982 
Conflict and genuinely believe that the “Forward at 40” theme could not be more appropriate. I 
look forward to continuing to support UK operations as mentioned in Antarctica, with not only 
the Royal Navy Ice Patrol ship HMS PROTECTOR, but also the Royal Research Ship Sir 
David Attenborough, and I look forward to an increased focus upon the environment and our 
impact upon it. 
 
As I conclude, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your kind messages to the 
personnel at MPC and I would like to thank them for their contribution during a difficult year, 
their hard work, their determination, but also to the Islanders, for making us feel so welcome. 
On behalf of BFSAI, I would like to wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year 
in 2022, as we together look forward at 40. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, it just leaves for me to say I also wish you all and everyone that’s 
listening a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful, and prosperous and healthy New Year. 
 
The House stands adjourned accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmed this 20th day of January 2022 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
                                                    

 Speaker of the House 




