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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly 
Thursday 26th November 2020 

 
 
Prayers 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
In the absence of a permanent addendum to the Standing Orders to facilitate a virtual 
meeting of the Legislative Assembly in accordance with Order 72, this House agrees to 
suspend Standing Orders No’s 18, 30, 69 and 73 for the duration of this meeting, and that all 
Standing Orders shall be construed with such fair, large and liberal construction and 
interpretation as will best ensure the effective and efficient conduct of a virtual meeting. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members,  
 
I move that it be agreed that the video conference link currently in place is sufficient for the 
meeting to proceed, including provision for press and public to access proceedings and that 
all Members present and participating are able to communicate with one another, to hear 
and to be heard, and to have access to all the documents considered at the meeting and 
therefore a virtual meeting within the meaning of the Overseas Territories (Constitutional 
Modification) Order 2020 shall be held.  
 
And I move that the Standing Orders as listed by the Clerk shall be suspended, and all 
Standing Orders shall be construed with such fair, large and liberal construction and 
interpretation as will best ensure the effective and efficient conduct of a virtual meeting.    
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Mr Pollard, could you just please confirm that you are in receipt of the Order 
paper and the supporting documentation? 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I can certainly confirm both of those.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members,  
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You will all be aware of the need to hold a virtual meeting to allow the Honourable Mark 
Pollard to participate and therefore we need this Motion at this stage.  
 
Is there any objection to passing this Motion? There is no objection, that Motion is carried 
and therefore the Standing Orders as listed are suspended for the purposes of this meeting 
and the interpretation as requested will be applied.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The Oath of Allegiance: Commodore Jonathan Lett, Royal Navy. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Confirmation of the Record of the Legislative Assembly held on the 29th October 2020.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members,  
 
I have before me the record of our last meeting. Is it your wish that I sign this as a true 
record?  
 
Honourable Members 
 
It is.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Papers to be laid on the table by the Honourable Chief Executive. 
 
Copies of the subsidiary legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last 
sitting of the Legislative Assembly and laid on the table pursuant to section 35(1) of the 
Interpretations and General Clauses Ordinance 1977.  
 

• Fishery Products (Designations) (Amendment) Order 2020  
• Fishing, Transhipment and Export (Licence Fees etc.) Regulations 2020  
• Fisheries (Conservation and Management) (Schedule 2 Amendment) Order 2020  
• Livestock and Meat Products (Hygiene) (Amendment) Regulations 2020  
• Infectious Diseases Control (Coronavirus, Quarantine) (Amendment) Regulations 2020  

 
In accordance with section 80(2) of the Constitution the reports of the Public Accounts 
Committee: 
 

• Falkland Islands Tourist Board (FITB) Financial Statements Year End 30 June 2019 
• Internal Audits 
• 4/20 Debtors 
• 5/20 Ram Sale Cash Handling and Follow Up Report 9/21 Ram Sale Cash Handling 
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• Follow Up Report 19/20 Payroll Overtime Allowances 
• Follow Up Report 1/21 Business Continuity 
• Follow Up Report 2/21 Health and Safety 
• Follow Up Report 3/21 Quarry Capacity 
• Follow Up Report 4/21 Procurement between £5K and £50K 
• Follow Up Report 7/21 Fish Licence Conditions 

 
In accordance with section 84 of the Children Ordinance 2014 

• The Annual report of the Falklands Islands Safeguarding Children’s Board. 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, 
 
I hereby lay the aforementioned papers on the table. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Mr Speaker,  
 
Under Standing Order section 41 (3) I move that the Fishery Products (Designations) 
(Amendment) Order 2020; Fishing, Transhipment and Export (Licence Fees etc.) Regulations 
2020; Fisheries (Conservation and Management) (Schedule 2 Amendment) Order 2020; and, 
Livestock and Meat Products (Hygiene) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 be noted. 
 
By way of explanation, the Fishery Products (Designations) (Amendment) Order 2020 adds the 
designation of fishing vessels “Hermanos Touza” and “Falcon” to the Fishery Products 
(Designations) Order 2014. 
 
The Fishing, Transhipment and Export (Licence Fees etc.) Regulations 2020 largely reproduce 
the 2019 regulations with a few changes. The licence fees are unchanged.  
 
The following changes are made by these Regulations:  
 
The fishing season has been changed to run from 1 February to 31 May.  
 
Licence fees must be paid in full by 31 May.  
 
If the full licence fee is paid by 15 January, the licensee is eligible for a 6% discount.  
 
If the licence fee is not paid in full by 15 January, a 10% deposit must be paid by 10 January 
and a letter of credit with an expiry date of 31 August must be submitted.  
 
If 90% balance of the fee is made before 31 May, the licensee will be eligible for a discount of 
4%.  
No discount is available where payment is not received by 31 May or where a letter of credit 
is activated.  



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 26 November 2020 

9 

 
A loyalty discount may be claimed by the owner of vessels in terms of Regulation 5(6). The 
maximum discount claimable is 10%. 
 
Section 16 of the Fisheries Ordinance allows the Governor to amend Schedule 2 of the 
Ordinance on consideration of the recommendation made by the Director. This Fisheries 
(Conservation and Management) (Schedule 2 Amendment) Order 2020 changes the dates 
within 47 which Squid, Jig or Trawl fishery, Illex Argentinus and Martialia Hyadesi species 
operate. The amendment is made on the recommendation of the Director after consulting the 
Committee. 
 
The Livestock and Meat Products (Hygiene) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 are made under 
the Livestock and Meat Products Ordinance 2015. The Regulations amend the Livestock and 
Meat Products (Hygiene) Regulations 2015 to ensure that farmers who produce meat for 
human consumption are not subject to the detail of the Regulations in relation to the 
domestic use of meat that they produce, or the sale of small quantities of such meat direct to 
the public.  
 
The Regulations extend the existing exemption for small numbers of sheep and beef carcasses 
to include a small numbers of pig and goat carcasses and a small quantity of poultry meat. 
The scope of the exemption is however narrowed so that from now on all producers, 
including those producing small quantities of meat, must comply with the record keeping 
requirements in Regulation 28. 
 
 A new requirement is added that records are kept of the name and contact details of persons 
purchasing fresh meat direct from farms. This is to ensure traceability in the event of any risk 
to public health being identified. Failure to comply with this requirement is a criminal offence.  
 
The Regulations also introduce a new power for the Senior Veterinary Officer, or any other 
authorised official of Department of Agriculture, as the competent authority to provide 
guidance on good hygiene practice for the control of hazards in the production and sale of 
small quantities of meat.  
 
The Regulations correct the inconsistent use of some defined terms in particular fresh meat, 
meat preparations, and meat products in the Regulations as well. 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Can we have a seconder please?  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion.  
Mr Speaker 
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The Honourable Ian Hansen to second, does any Member wish to speak to that Motion? 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members,  
 
I support the Motions today and the Bills; but I think it’s worth pointing out the changes for 
farmers killing on their own farm, that the maintenance of data of whom they’ve sold it to is 
quite important. Failure to comply is punishable, I gathered, by a fine of up to £25,000.  
 
If that’s the case, it beholds us to let all farms know the seriousness of failure to keep records.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague for drawing attention to this because it is an 
important matter to communicate. 
 
It’s worth noting that the amendments to the Regulations point to an existing exemption that 
already exist in terms of beef and sheep; it adds pork, poultry and goat meat into those 
exemptions, so actually its creating a flexibility for farms but this flexibility does also mean 
that we need to have a traceability as was defined by my explanation. If there is an outbreak 
or a risk to public health then that needs to be a risk that can then be identified as to where it 
is present.  
 
Now it’s important to point out that obviously as with any Regulations on how (inaudible) in 
terms of fines it will be done in practical measures, but it’s also worth highlighting that work 
with the Department of Agriculture has communicated this, I think, very well to the general 
public, and particularly to our farming and agricultural community. It went to the Agricultural 
Advisory Committee and it’s been circulated I know at least twice through the email chain of 
people who live in Camp and who have regular contact with the department for this kind of 
information. There was also a very well-written piece by Zoe Luxton that was published in the 
Penguin News, but also ‘The Wool Press’ was circulated around the community.  
 
If anyone has any concerns, or wants to understand the Regulations in more detail, I urge 
them to get in touch with the department so that they can be fully briefed on how they work.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Honourable Member wish to speak? No. 
 
The Motion before the House is that the Orders and Regulations as listed by the Clerk are 
noted. Is there any objection to passing that Motion?  
 
There is no objection, those Orders and Regulations are noted.  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen  
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Mr Speaker,  
 
Under Standing Order section 41 (3) I move that the Infectious Diseases Control (Coronavirus, 
Quarantine) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 be noted.  
 
These Regulations are made under section 27(1) of the Infectious Diseases Ordinance 2003 
and section 27(1) of the Public Health Ordinance 1894. The Regulations amend the Infectious 
Diseases Control Regulations 2020.  
 
Regulation 4, 2, and 3 amend Regulation 5 of the Regulations by enabling the Chief Executive, 
on the advice of the Chief Medical Officer, to permit or require a person to move to different 
accommodation while in quarantine.  
 
The power can only be used in exceptional circumstances and is subject to compliance with 
any measure that is needed to reduce the risk of transmitting infection and enabling the Chief 
Executive to manage the supply of the accommodation available for quarantine purposes.  
 
Regulations 4, 5, and 7 introduce a requirement for those arriving by air to travel in 
Government-designated transport if quarantining in Government-facilitated accommodation.  
 
Those who have their own accommodation outside of Mount Pleasant Complex may travel in 
either designated transport, an emergency vehicle or in a private vehicle.  
 
Anyone, including a person arriving by sea, who travels in a private vehicle to their quarantine 
accommodation or between two different places where they are to quarantine must travel 
alone or quarantine with anyone else traveling in the same vehicle.  
 
Regulation 5 introduces new Regulation 5A; requiring all persons sharing accommodation to 
quarantine together if they cannot stay separate from the person who has newly-arrived from 
overseas.  
 
Regulation 6 introduces a power to charge a person in quarantine or Government-facilitated 
accommodation and any services provided in addition to accommodation such as internet 
access, laundry and meals. There is also a power to charge for Government-designated 
transport. 
 
Regulation 7 amends Schedule 2 to the regulations, adding to the list of those exempt fully or 
partially from the quarantine requirements, Crown servants and military contractors who 
have been in quarantine for 13 days. Persons to whom this exemption applies are 
nevertheless required to comply with any other requirements of the Chief Medical Officer 
until the end of the 14th day after the day of arrival.  
 
Regulation 8 provides for minor and consequential amendments as are set out in the 
schedule; some minor amendments are also made to Schedule 1 of the Regulations in relation 
to the information to be provided on arrival.  
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And finally, Regulation 9 makes transitional provision so that the amendments made by 
Regulations 4, 5, 6 and 8 only have effect in relation to persons arriving on or after the 16th 
November 2020.  
 
Mr Speaker I ask for this to be noted.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you, could I have a seconder for that Motion please? 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink to second, does anyone wish to speak to that Motion? 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
Just very briefly I think for clarity for anybody listening, Regulation 6 which mentions the 
power to charge a person for quarantining in Government-facilitated accommodation, that is 
not the intention to introduce a ‘blanket charge’ for use of Government-provided 
accommodation, so it is for fairly specific sets of circumstances as opposed to an overall 
charge.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other member wish to speak? No. 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Infectious Diseases Control (Coronavirus, 
Quarantine) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 are noted.  
 
Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection those Regulations are 
noted.  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby   
 
Mr Speaker,  
 
Under Standing Order section 41 (3) I move that the Falkland Islands Tourist Board (FITB) 
Financial Statements Year End 30 June 2019 and the Internal Audits as listed by the Clerk be 
noted. 
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Mr Speaker, the accounts of the Falkland Islands Tourist Board was reviewed by the Public 
Accounts Committee and I am pleased to say that there were no concerns raised.  
 
Similarly the Internal Audit as listed by the Clerk, they are either showing complete 
implementation of recommendations or substantial progress. The only one I would bring to 
the House’ notice is the report on the Debtors, and in which case the PAC were not content 
with the report for various reasons and I’m well aware that the Financial Secretary is making 
good progress on improving the system to help prevent people getting into debt to 
Government and we, as a PAC, look forward to the follow up report from the Internal Auditor.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
May I have a seconder please?  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.  
 
I think this is worth highlighting that this is important strategy work that’s undertaken by the 
Public Accounts Committee, and I am recently very grateful to be appointed the responsibility 
to the PAC.  
 
I’d just like to take this short intervention to thank the resigning Chair of the PAC, Nadia 
Knight, for all her hard work and dedication and certainly for the improvements made in the 
process as well.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I support the Motion.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, does anyone other Member wish to speak to that? 
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.  
 
Just following up the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby’s comment about the Debtors report, I know 
he has taken a personal interest and has been working on it; I just wondered if he had any 
further comments about, or perhaps the Honourable Financial Secretary might have some 
comments, about the work that is being done to further address the issue and to prevent 
people getting further mired in problems of debt.  
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
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I think it’s fair to say there has been a bit of a revised focus on the Debt Management policy. 
We have reinforced some responsibilities in directorates as to where people’s responsibilities 
lie in respect of Financial Instructions, but really we’ve executed a process of regular review; 
we are chipping away at older issues but ensuring the processes are followed on a regular 
basis.  
 
We’ve put payment plans in place for a number of debtors - that has also improved the 
position. I am pleased that we have some progress but there is always more to do, and we 
continue to focus on this issue supported by Honourable Members attention to the matter.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members the Motion is that the Falkland Islands Tourist Board Financial 
Statements Year End 30 June 2019 and the Internal Audits as listed by the Clerk are noted. 
 
Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection, those Statements and 
the Audit reports are noted. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen  
 
Mr Speaker,  
 
Under Standing Order section 41 (3) I move that the Annual Report of the Falklands Islands 
Safeguarding Children’s Board be noted. 
 
The Board has met regularly throughout the year, and has had good attendance across 
professional groups. The focus continues to be to protect and support young people living in 
the Falkland Islands. This report provides a review of the work of the board of the twelve 
month from April 2019 to March 2020, and an overview of our plans for the coming year. 
 
The report is usually prepared and produced in March but has been delayed this year because 
of the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
The objectives of the Falkland Islands Safeguarding Children’s Board are to co-ordinate the 
actions of all agencies represented on the Board for the purpose of safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children in the Falkland Islands, and to ensure the effectiveness of 
these actions.  
 
Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined as; 
‘protecting children from maltreatment; preventing impairment of children’s health or 
development, mental and physical; ensuring that children are growing up in circumstances 
consistent with a provision of safe and effective care; undertaking a role so as to enable those 
children to have optimum life chances; and enabling young people to enter adulthood 
successfully.’ 
 
The FISCB meets four times a year and is open to the public. Minutes are taken and publicly 
available for the open portions of the meeting.  
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Mr Speaker 
 
May I have a seconder please? 
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger  
 
Mr Speaker I second the Motion.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger to second, does any Member wish to speak to that Motion?  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
Not too much of a question but just to kind of draw out some important information within 
this Safeguarding Report 
 
I would first like to congratulate Social Services and their work that they’ve been undertaking 
to launch the Domestic Violence campaign ‘Call IDA’ - people might have seen the stickers in 
the shops on different products and actually it was launched yesterday. It is a helpline 
opportunity for people to be able to call at any time to get advice or to talk to an independent 
body about their situation at home if they are suffering from domestic violence or worse, 
coercive behaviour.  
 
But I also note that there was recent comments made online, possibly about a month ago 
now, about how many opportunities there were, or whether there was any attention been 
given, to fostering campaigns in the Falklands. I noticed in reading this report that the 
qualified social worker is also leading a fostering campaign to recruit new foster carers. There 
is an on-going need for carers as there is limited space in the YPU - that’s the Young Persons 
Unit – and it’s hoped that by early 2021 a Fostering Panel will be in place once all potential 
foster carers have been identified, assessed and undergone their skills for foster training.  
 
Discussions are also in place for a long-term foster carer to look at developing a Foster Care 
Support Network group – I think it is obviously important work and I just wanted to draw 
some attention to that.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.  
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
I welcome this Annual report of the Falkland Islands Safeguarding Children’s Board - I’m really 
proud to be part of the Board as I believe it does some really important work and is effective 
in challenging issues related to the safeguarding of children.  



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 26 November 2020 

16 

Looking towards the future some of the aims of the Board for the next twelve months include 
the development of a Safer Recruitment policy, reviewing the on-going arrangements for 
Safeguarding training and raising awareness of Child Sexual Exploitation among young people, 
parents, carers, the community and potential perpetrators.  
 
I want to highlight a paragraph in the report that says that the Falklands, due to the small 
scale, has the opportunity to become a model of Best Safeguarding Practice; that is a 
sentiment I agree with wholeheartedly and something to strive for.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to speak? No. 
 
The Motion is that the Annual report of the Falkland Islands Safeguarding Children’s Board be 
noted.  
 
Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection, that report is noted.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Questions for Oral Answer. 
 
Question Number 32/20 by the Honourable Stacy Bragger. 
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger 
 
Could the Honourable Roger Edwards please provide an update on the work to review the 
Falkland Islands Constitution? 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, 
 
I thank the Honourable Stacy Bragger for his question.  
 
The United Kingdom and the Overseas Territories have a unique constitutional relationship 
built on a shared history, common values and a spirit of collaboration and partnership. We 
agreed that the fundamental structure of our constitutional relationship was the right one. 
 
Powers are devolved down to the elected Governments of the Territories to the maximum 
extent possible consisting with the UK retaining those powers necessary to discharge its 
sovereign responsibilities.  
 
The written Constitution is a living document that requires regular review and updates.  
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Our current Constitution was made on 5th November 2008 and laid before Parliament on 12th 
November 2008, with the Falkland Islands Constitution Order 2008 coming into force on 1st 
January 2009.  
 
In 2016, Members of the then Legislative Assembly met with the Chief Executive and Attorney 
General for a preliminary review of the Constitution to determine whether there was 
sufficient potential change to warrant the deployment of time and resource and on balance it 
was believed there was. This Assembly advised the Governor that there was going to be work 
done on the Constitution, but no further work was conducted by that Assembly.  
 
Following the General Election of 5th November 2017, Members of the new Assembly, this 
current Assembly, also thought a review of the Constitution Order 2008 was worthwhile.  
Various meetings and discussions were held but it was not until 30th January 2019 that an 
Exco paper (13/19) was brought forward endorsing a review of the Constitution with a 
proposed timetable.  
 
The initial scoping meeting was held here in the Court and Counsel Chamber on 13th February 
2019 where I was elected Chair of the Select Committee and our Speaker, Mr Keith Biles, was 
elected Deputy Chair. We also approved an extremely ambitious programme, probably an 
impossible timeframe, to report back to Legislative Assembly by May 2021. I then informed 
the Governor that this Assembly was going to carry out a review of the Constitution.  
 
The time scale is simply now not possible, however the review is too important to be rushed.  
 
The next meeting was held on the 18th April, again in the Court and Counsel Chamber, where 
all MLAs were given an opportunity to express their views as to constitutional changes and a 
call for written evidence with a deadline of 31st July 2019. 
 
Thirteen letters were received from members of the public before the deadline. A non-public 
meeting was held on the 2nd July but this was primarily to discuss the Single Constituency Bill. 
 
The next meeting, and the last as such, was held on the 31st October 2019 when the Attorney 
General lead the Committee through the various points raised in the letters received. The 
meeting concluded with a note that the next steps would be a series of public meetings asking 
for oral evidence.  
 
Sadly, due to pressures of work and then the Covid pandemic, the Single Constituency 
Referendum and other works, nothing has been done since.  
 
We are hoping we can pick up where we left off and in the New Year arrange a series of public 
meetings both in Stanley and Camp in order to receive that oral evidence. It is with deep 
regret I admit we have lost almost a whole twelve months out of the programme to review 
the Constitution.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.  
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The Honourable Stacy Bragger 
 
I’d like to thank the Honourable Roger Edwards for those comments. 
 
I think we can all agree with his sentiments there and it’s a shame that there has been a long 
gap in the work, and he is absolutely right; the original timeline is impossible I believe, in 
terms of coming back in May next year, and I guess a discussion needs to be held amongst the 
Assembly about our appetite for progressing the work in light of all the other priorities we 
have, so I think there is a further discussion to be held but I look forward to work taking place 
and further discussions taking place in the New Year.  
 
The Attorney General 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, 
 
I think there is one point that I think was not mentioned by the Honourable Roger Edwards 
that I think is worth mentioning - obviously the Honourable Roger Edwards did mention the 
Covid pandemic and one of the things that we did fairly early on in that process was ask the 
UK to make an urgent amendment to the Constitution to allow virtual meetings to take place, 
as in fact we’ve got today, and that amendment was made to the Constitution. I think it is just 
worth highlighting that that amendment was made as a matter of urgency and so where a 
priority issue was identified that was dealt with and liaised with the UK authorities and a 
change was made to the Constitution. I think it’s worth highlighting that as well as the other 
work that’s being done.  
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, and thank you to MLA Edwards for his answer and also MLA Bragger 
and the Attorney General. 
 
I feel we will need to inform the debate before these public meetings and significant amount 
of work around that to make it subject based, but just on the Attorney General’s point there, 
in order to do something which seems fairly benign and that is to have a Member attend on a 
video screen and be able to participate within Legislative Assembly took months and it had to 
go to the Queen’s Privy Council for sign off; and that to me is an example of exactly why we 
need to get on with the Constitutional review. I mean the fact that the Constitution was tying 
our hands in such a way during such an important time is something that needs addressing.  
 
I think there are also several other things that need addressing Mr Speaker, I mean for 
example reducing the voting age; we had a large debate on that within the Assembly, we 
passed the Motion and I feel that this will not take place at all during the light of this 
Assembly due to the amount of work it’s going to take to tackle that at a constitutional level 
unfortunately.  
 
We have for example in the Constitution children (inaudible) primary education so not 
secondary education; our Immigration Status is tucked away under Interpretations, there is a 
lot of confusion around the Governor; the ‘Governor in Council’ and the ‘Governor in 
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discretion’ and exactly what those mean. Is our system of Government right – is it the correct 
one? What are the powers of the Governor, the MLAs, the Chief Executive? Do some have too 
much power or some too little? Do we have adequate human rights protections? We’ve seen 
during Covid and we are about to see the result of some workshops, and I think we may want 
to have a look at human rights within the Falklands as a result of how some people might 
have been treated during that time - but we’ll get to that further down the line.  
 
Is there enough scrutiny taking place within Legislative Assembly or scrutiny of the Executive 
and the ministerial system? Do we shift the ministerial system as Chief Minister or do we keep 
the system as it is? This is just a brief overview; I mean I could make another thirty points I 
think off the top of my head. 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.   
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, 
 
I think the Honourable Mark Pollard via video link proves the point of why we need to review 
the Constitution. It is an on-going, and as I said at the beginning, it’s a living document and as 
time progresses so it needs to change and be brought up to date.  
 
I thank both the Attorney General and Mark for his comments, and I thank Stacy for his 
question.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any other supplementary questions or comments? No. 
  
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Motions. 
 
Motion Number 13 of 2020 by the Honourable Leona Roberts. 
 
The Stanley Common (Restricted Driving on Beaches) Regulations 2020 have been made 
under section 10 of the Stanley Common Ordinance 1999 and requires Legislative Assembly 
approval before they may have effect.  This House resolves to approve the Regulations. 
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The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker,  
 
By way of some explanation, these regulations are made under the Stanley Common 
Ordinance 1999 and restrict access by persons driving vehicles to certain beaches on Stanley 
Common. Driving on those beaches is prohibited; subject to certain exceptions. 
 
Regulation 4 prohibits driving on these beaches on Stanley Common subject to the following 
exceptions – 
 

(a) A mobility scooter driven by a person with restricted mobility;  
(b) A vehicle driven for the purposes of providing assistance in an emergency; 
(c) A vehicle driven for the purposes of carrying out works in connection with the 

management of Stanley Common; 
(d) In the case of an exemption granted by the Governor. 

 
Persons driving on a beach under these exceptions must take reasonable care to avoid 
disturbing wildlife and causing damage to vegetation and wildlife habitat. The penalty for 
breaching this regulation is a Level 3 fine, which is currently £1,000. 
 
Regulation 5 authorises development on Stanley Common incidental to the driving 
restrictions imposed by the Regulations, such as the erection of signs and fencing but with an 
emphasis on the need to avoid erecting fencing which unnecessarily interferes with public 
access to the beach. 
 
Regulation 6 revokes the Prohibition of Vehicles on Beaches Order 1991, which prohibited the 
driving of vehicles on Surf Bay. These Regulations have effect to replace and extend the 
provisions of that Order. 
 
There has been an awful lot of discussion and debate over this in recent months and as 
Members will be aware there was a public consultation earlier this year. That received a very 
large number of respondents for a piece of public consultation in the Falklands, there was 
some 429 usable responses which showed an overwhelming support for the proposed 
prohibition on driving on the beaches, with 83 to 85% of those respondents favouring the 
option that was set out. There were a small number who opposed any kind of ban on driving, 
and there were some who felt that the area was too large and there was some who felt the 
area was too small and should be extended further, but essentially what was put forward and 
approved aligns with those areas which haven’t been able to be used over the last 38 years or 
so because of the minefield fences, with some slight changes shown on the map simply to 
make marking easier.  
 
This is coming back because of concerns for both the environment and for public safety and I 
think that point has been made repeatedly but it is perhaps worth just making it here again 
today. There is further work to be done and we have to look at the removal of the barbed 
wire fencing, instillation of signage and so on, and that work is being progressed by the 
Environment Department. There have also been a number of concerns expressed by 
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members of the public about the difficulties that might be experienced by the elderly or the 
less physically-able who would wish to access the beach but might struggle as things are, so I 
would take the opportunity to ask the Attorney General whether this is something that we 
can perhaps look at in the future. I understand that the first priority was to address those 
environmental and safety concerns and get the prohibition in place.   
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
To be seconded by the Honourable Teslyn Barkman? 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
I’m incredibly pleased to see the Stanley Common (Restricted Driving on Beaches) Regulations 
2020, and that they were supported by Executive Council and are now being presented to this 
House for approval.  
 
It’s an important statement that shows a step to safeguard our three main public sand 
beaches from being torn-up or landscaped by vehicles. This is important, as the Honourable 
Leona Roberts outlined, for environmental reasons, respecting that they are hubs for wildlife 
and that there are steps to minimize disturbances should be taken.  
 
It will have a legacy for our children too, who can grow up and enjoy these fabulous sites. It 
was a really emotional day on the 14th November actually, when the last of those beaches 
was released and I hadn’t thought about it until my mum who was with me at the time said 
she could feel her eyes welling up, and I asked her why and half expected her to recall what 
memories of setting foot on Yorke Bay again after 38 years had brought rushing back - but the 
answer was that we have missed so many opportunities to make memories there in 
somewhere that is so beautiful, and I think fortunate for us it is in this pristine and most 
amazing condition at the moment. I was there on the weekend with my son on that beautiful 
day we all had and we didn’t even go near the water, we just played in the sand dunes and it’s 
just an utter luxury and such a gift to the next generation. 
 
These regulations also remind us of our duty to keep the Islands mine-free and to also be of 
custodians of these areas for the future, so that all memories can keep being made, and that’s 
the crucial message here and why I support this Motion.  
 
That’s mostly what I intended to say speaking to this Motion, however I just scribbled 
something extra on the bottom because I did receive a couple of calls over the weekend and I 
think this is also a subject that we discussed amongst the Assembly as well earlier in the 
week; but part of that duty of custodianship also includes making sure that the public 
understand how to interact and observe nature without disturbing it, and as the Honourable 
Leona Roberts pointed to, there are plans for signage which will help inform some of these 
sites. We’ve got a countryside code which can perhaps be promoted better throughout all 
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corners of our society so that it is fully understood, but we know we’re better than that. We 
are used to nature, at least a great majority of us are, and its unfortunately a few people who 
seem to think that running at penguins and terns in an excited frenzy is somewhat acceptable, 
so hopefully we can make sure that this behaviour is also under control without the need for 
legislation, but us as an Assembly will continue to obviously keep looking at this.  
 
Our environment is our culture and having this part back of our environment is an incredible 
gift and I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the work of the FCDO, Safelane and 
all of the de-miners that helped us to achieve this too.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I support the Motion.  
 
The Attorney General  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, 
 
Just to pick up on the point made by the Honourable Leona Roberts in terms of driving; this is 
an issue and certainly Ros Cheek and my team who actually prepared the Regulations that are 
on the table for the Assembly today identified. She and the Head of Environment did walk the 
boundaries that were proposed to be restricted and it was very apparent that it would be 
difficult for those with mobility difficulties to access the beach, but I think in the time 
available no policy change was put forward to address that issue, but obviously that is 
something that we could look at and I think that would be a matter for the Head of 
Environment to discuss with my team and then we can see if there is any proposal to 
(inaudible) any amendment to these Regulations. That is a perfectly possible thing to do and I 
actually think it’s the appropriate thing to do.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to speak to the Motion? 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
Yes, I would thank the Attorney General for his comments and I think this is a discussion that 
we should have as an Assembly and look at how we can go forward with this.  
 
I also thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for her comments; she is absolutely right on 
every level actually, everything that was said, it was an incredible day and I was going to 
address some of this in my Motion for Adjournment but I think the point she makes about 
behaviour on Yorke Bay in particular is a really important one. I think we’ve probably all had 
messages and calls from people about some less-than-perfect behaviour being witnessed. I 
mean there are a few things I would like to say; there is going to be an increased awareness 
campaign if you like, both in local media and on social media that will be coming forward 
shortly - just to remind everybody about what should be done, what is acceptable, what is not 
acceptable. It’s pretty basic stuff; its keeping a respectable distance from wildlife and 
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absolutely not running into the middle of it, and if you choose to take your pets on to the 
beach, making sure that they are under control and well away from any wildlife. So that will 
be happening, and signage as well and there is going to be a learning process. At the moment 
there is just an awful lot of excitement about having the beach back but we are, as my 
Honourable Colleague said, we are custodians for our environment and for our wildlife and 
we want to make sure that is maintained and not damaged by reckless or careless behaviour.  
 
So just some assurance really that this work will be coming in the future, and hopefully the 
near future.  
 
Thank you very much Mr Speaker.   
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, 
 
In rising to support the Motion, I think it’s a good thing we ban driving on these beaches. I 
also welcome the work that’s being done to prevent dogs from being on some of these 
beaches. I have certainly had complaints already about dogs running amok on Yorke Bay 
chasing wildlife and also frightening people, and I also look forward to going forward that we 
have perhaps naturist beaches.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to speak? No. 
 
The Motion before the House is that the Stanley Common (Restricted Driving on Beaches) 
Regulations 2020 are approved.  
 
Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection, those Regulations are 
approved.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Portfolio Report: the Honourable Roger Edwards. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker Honourable Members,  
 
The Public Works Department – Highways; after some significant challenges brought about by 
quarantine requirements, air bridge delays and equipment breakdowns, everything looks to 
be in place for the forthcoming asphalt season. Provided all goes well the MPA road asphalt 
will be extended to join the existing asphalt at Fitzroy Ridge.  
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The entrance to the new Waste Management facility is also being completed; Diamond 
Jubilee Road and the new development in Bennetts Paddock will be surfaced; along with a 
number of smaller jobs in Stanley. Prior to the asphalt season getting under way, the team 
have to do a certain amount of preparing the machines and getting them ‘in tune’ as it were 
and so there will be some work carried out at Boxer Bridge and also in the Falklands College 
carpark. This will be to prove that they are ready to go forward on to the roads.  
 
RSK Falklands Islands have been taking advantage of the absence of tourists this summer and 
carrying our work on Philomel Street, replacing the foul water and surface water drainage as 
well as reconstructing the road surface. This work is now going to pause over Christmas but 
will continue later in the New Year as we progress up Philomel Street.  This may require the 
closure of the junction with John Street. 
 
Out in Camp one Highways team is currently working on the North Camp track around Teal 
Inlet, and a contractor is working on West Falkland around the Hill Cove area. It is also 
intended that PWD will carry out work on the Johnsons Harbour Road, again taking advantage 
of the low volumes of traffic this year.  
 
The Housing section have been facing significant additional challenges this year and have 
coped admirably with organising quarantine accommodation, sometimes at very short notice. 
At times there have been as many as fifteen Government houses in use as quarantine 
accommodation, as well as up to eighteen people accommodated in the Malvina Hotel. 
Sometimes these houses have to be vacated, cleaned and made ready for the next occupant 
in less than two days. 
 
Taking on the fourteen new houses on Rick Jolly Way has helped significantly, and the section 
looks forward to taking possession of the twelve new flats that are currently being built by 
Falkland Islands Company Ltd in the next four months. 
 
The Water section, as usual, look forward to summer with the expectation of rain; this year is 
proving to be one of the driest yet and water levels in our reservoirs are already low.  
 
Changes this year in the Treatment Plant include replacement of the chemical dosing tanks 
and the installation of new pumps. Further improvement work will be progressing in the New 
Year with the installation of two new storage tanks at Sapper Hill and replacement of the 
chemical store behind the Treatment Works. 
 
Property and Municipal; repair and upgrade work on both Falkland Islands Government 
houses and other Government buildings continues, although at a slower pace than is required 
and a significant backlog of repairs remains outstanding.  
 
Work has started to replace the damaged sewage pumps and it is hoped that the pumped 
sewage system will be functional again in two or three months.  
 
The introduction of the can recycling has been successful and glass recycling continues, both 
in conjunction with MPA. The section looks forward to the construction work starting on the 
new Waste Handling Facility in April or May next year.  
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Power and Electrical; the new Cummins generators have now been bedded in, and added 
extra resilience to the generation capacity. Although it was one of these that failed the other 
day with an overheat warning that caused the other ones to shut down, and we had the 
power outage for some two hours across Stanley. 
 
Design work continues on the new Power Station, and there should be substantial progress in 
the next three or four months to firm up the technical design and provide more robust cost 
estimates; although the uncertainty of Covid is impacting on suppliers abilities to provide firm 
prices for major items of plant, for example, the six new generator sets.  
 
Plant and Vehicle; the replacement of the older parts of our vehicle fleet continues, as well as 
replacement and enhancement of our fleet of large plant although at a slower pace that is 
required. The average age of the vehicles and plant that we are operating continues to 
increase.  
 
The significant increase in work load over the last few years is placing more strain on some of 
our large plant, for example Loading Shovels, Trucks and Graders, and the section is working 
hard to maximise availability and to prioritise repairs.  
 
In the quarry the demand for aggregate continues to increase, with annual production of the 
Quarry now over 100% higher than it was five years ago. This year will also see the most 
ambitious in terms of asphalt production.  
 
The section has struggled this year with a number of key items of plant breaking down at 
inconvenient times, sometimes for prolonged periods. However the recent investment in new 
crushing and screening equipment, and the increased availability of suitable plant items from 
the private sector, has increased flexibility sufficiently to allow production to continue, albeit 
not at maximum output. 
 
The design section continues to work on a number of key projects; the upgrade of Island 
jetties and ramps, the design of the MPA Road surface, the refurbishment of the old Training 
Centre, the former PWD offices, and various Government houses, as well as the road and 
drainage system in central Stanley.  
 
Mr Speaker, that completes my Public Works update and I welcome any questions should 
Members have any.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to raise a question or a comment on that report? 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members,  
 
I would like to thank my Honourable Colleague for his report, there is a lot of work going on 
within PWD at the moment all across the Islands and I think it’s really good to see the 
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investment in Quarry, Plant and the Asphalt plant paying off so that we were able to ‘up the 
speed’ of servicing the MPA road and its great work that’s being done; but I wondered if my 
Honourable Colleague could update us on the Housing contract - obviously housing is a real 
key issue in the Islands and we’ve got a major housing contract I understand it’s going out at 
the moment, and also on Tussac House if he could update us on the progress there? 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker,  
 
I would be delighted to - the invitations to tenders have gone out and once the result on 
those tenders are known there will be further meeting and discussions with the MOD and his 
hope that it will be around about the 14th January that the final contract will be signed.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to raise a question or a comment?  
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Yes not really a question, but a couple of comments.  
 
I think PWD can quite often be a bit of a ‘whipping boy’ and they have got an awful lot going 
on and some of it is very visible such as the work on the MPA road and how fantastic things 
look down at the bottom of Philomel Hill - but I think your report highlighted there how much 
of what they’re doing is not particularly visible; the improvements to the water supply and to 
our power supply, the massive increase in output from the quarry. I think those things aren’t 
often thought about so I would just take the opportunity to I guess thank them for continuing 
all that work and just to say also how much I look forward to the end of this asphalt season. 
The thought that the MPA road will be tarmacked out beyond Fitzroy Ridge is quite 
tremendous and I think that does make a very big difference to a lot of people’s lives, so 
thank you very much and thank you for your report.  
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
I thank the Honourable Leona Roberts for her comments and I will make sure they get passed 
back to the department.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to speak? No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Portfolio Report: the Honourable Ian Hansen. 
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The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members,  
 
This report is to update the House on the current work of the Health and Social Services 
Department covering the range of work on planning for future projects in no particular order, 
but I will begin with visiting specialists.  
 
KEMH continue to work with all our regular specialists to review their availability and existing 
NHS or other commitments with a view to bringing them to the Islands. Most, if not all, would 
seek an exemption to quarantine due to the lack of time available to them to quarantine 
before commencing work. If these exemptions were not a possibility, we would likely be 
unable to bring these consultants to the Islands. Some specialists have been able to 
undertake remote consultation by phone or Skype and we will obviously continue to use this 
option whenever possible. 
 
I think I should stress that all patients are informed of the exemptions granted, so they have 
the choice of whether they go to see the specialist or not. We did have an exemption for a 
Facial Oral surgeon some time ago and he had an exemption and he worked wearing the 
appropriate PPE and being regularly tested for Covid-19. There were no patients who refused 
to go and see him, and he saw sixty five people between the 29th September to the 20th 
October.  
 
A Consultant Gynaecologist is due to carry out a very short three days visit at the end of 
November for some urgent work that needs carrying out. This visit will of course be subject to 
a quarantine exemption. 
 
Moving on to Social Services, there has been quite a lot of change within Social Services over 
recent months and this has included staff. The new Team Manager arrived in June 2020 with 
his partner and following his quarantine period he has joined the team and is settling in well. 
We have also appointed two Social Work Assistants to support the service; however, one of 
those is committed full-time to running the Early Help Service. 
 
Unfortunately we recently lost our Advanced Practitioner (Adults) who returned to the UK 
after being here for a short time but she has been replaced by a Social Worker on local terms 
who is the partner of a contractor. 
 
The Welfare Review remains on-going, despite it being delayed due to Covid-19. A project 
team, chaired by the Director of Health & Social Services, has been established to move this 
work forward and a tentative date to go live is the 1st March 2021. 
 
Social Services continue to work in conjunction with partner agencies and this has been 
successful in the emergence of new services for the community such as the Early Help Service  
which is now implemented; Supported Living Service which is still in development with 
partner agencies, and the Sit Up Service which is now implemented. 
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In addition, Social Services now have a property within Stanley that can be used for a variety 
of different services and will be accessible to the community. It is hoped that during the 
coming months this property will become a ‘Community Hub’ to offer information and advice 
to young people, families and adults alike who require additional support. Discussions have 
taken place with a variety of agencies to look at ways to best utilise this property as it will 
become a multi-agency hub for the community.  
 
In addition, the Project Manager for the Welfare Review is based at the property two days a 
week and it is hoped that when the roll out is fully operational, this will be used as the 
Benefits Centre for financial support and signposting to other agencies. 
 
In regards to Looked after Children: we were on the point of convening a Fostering Panel, at 
which we had hoped to pass three more foster carers to join the existing four carers. 
However, the pandemic stalled this process but there are plans well under way to 
recommence the process. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity while talking about Social Services, to thank our outgoing 
Social Services leader Jenny Cullen. Her last day of work is tomorrow I believe - thank you very 
much Jenny for all you’ve done, and I’d also like to welcome Nicky Murphy who is filling that 
post. 
 
On to a few other pieces, the Electronic Patient Record - ‘Patient Source’ - there are weekly 
project board meetings and Patient Source are now able to commit more resource and time 
to address some of the difficulties we have been experiencing. However, because of Covid 
there will be a delay in getting the Patient Source team back down to the Islands due not only 
Patient Source team but our own senior staff availability, quarantine and Christmas etc. 
Realistically the aim is for Patient Source to be present in the Islands and to go live for mid-
February 2021. 
 
Optical Services; our current provider of optometry services, Mrs Pricilla Brown, is currently 
on the Islands undertaking her final visit. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
her very much for all the time she’s been down here over the years and all the work she’s 
done, and I wish her well in her retirement.  
 
This service has been out to tender and following a review of tenders received; a contract has 
been awarded to an independent Optometrist based in the UK. The contract commences in 
January 2021 and provides for two three week visits per year and extra visits if necessary 
depending on demand.  
 
Briefly on Tussac House, a discussion between PWD and potential contractors has been 
underway and we await that outcome. In the meantime, the Director of Health and Social 
Services has established a commissioning team to oversee the commissioning of the building, 
including issues such as staffing, operational policies, running costs, recruitment, equipment 
etc. This commissioning team has a number of sub-groups to examine requirements for 
different client groups and the appropriate service configuration to address their needs. 
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The initial Adult Safeguarding Board meeting was held on the 9th November. This included 
draft Terms of Reference, Board focus, works for 2021, and to agree standard Agenda items. 
 
A meeting is scheduled in early 2021 to finalise details, after which the Board will convene 
meetings in earnest with open and exempt sections. 
 
Within the KEMH itself, the Director, Hospital Manager and PA along with the Finance team 
moved out to Lookout Industrial Estate late July to allow work to be done on the ground floor 
Clinic rooms. Work has also moved forward on the following: 
 
• Mammography: training in the Falklands and overseas is being planned from January 2021.  
Unfortunately, again, Covid19 has caused delays with training. Specialist engineers attended 
the Islands for installation, calibration and commissioning of the equipment in October and 
November. 
 
• CT Scanner: the creation of the room in which the scanner will be installed together with all 
supporting electrical and technical services is nearing completion. The scanner itself is 
scheduled for delivery in April/May of next year. Major electrical equipment and specialist 
works to support the scanner and hospital power supply plus a new emergency generator are 
planned for March/April of next year. It is planned to commission the scanner late May/June 
2021. An offer of employment has been made to a CT Radiographer from March 2021. 
 
• Audiology: the room is almost complete and specialist equipment due to arrive late 
November 2020. 
 
Finally Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I would like to highlight the amount of work that is 
still being caused by Covid to staff in the hospital, in particular teams who go out and do the 
swabbing. There is a huge amount of work involved in that, travelling around and indeed to 
MPC, and of course the lab technicians who are flat out working in sorting the swabs out so I 
would like to pay tribute to those people for doing that - they do that on top of all the other 
work they have to do, and they do it very quietly and very efficiently.  
 
Mr Speaker, that concludes my report.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to speak to that report? 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker,  
 
Just one point my Honourable Colleague mentioned the short business of a senior Consultant 
Gynaecologist coming down to do some very important surgical work; unfortunately I believe 
that on Sunday the air bridge that she was on was cancelled and everyone was told it was 
cancelled for one week. The senior Consultant Gynaecologist therefore returned to her place 
of work and organized a series of very important operations there - only to be told on 
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Wednesday that ‘oh my goodness me it’s all changed, can you get yourself to Brize Norton 
now, because clean fights are now dirty flights, dirty flights are now clean flights’ and so on 
and she said no, I can’t because I’ve got now a whole raft of people waiting for surgical 
procedures. So I do not believe she is coming, and I’m sure the hospital has been in touch 
with all those ladies that were going to have procedures done. So it’s a shame, but it is one of 
the things that we suffer with short notice changes to the air bridge.  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
I thank the Honourable Roger Edwards for those comments and I was not aware of that, so 
thank you for putting me straight on that one and it is disappointing. 
 
Thank you.  
 
 The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker and thank you to my Honourable Colleague for his portfolio report. 
 
There are a couple of things, firstly I would add my voice to his gratitude and appreciation of 
the staff at the hospital for everything that they’re doing, in particular the swabbing staff and 
the Lab staff who - as he says - we all know they are working extremely hard and that’s 
another one of those cases of people behind the scenes, not visible, doing an incredible work 
for us all, so I thank them and I recognise all that effort. 
 
Secondly, I’m glad that he mentioned the Welfare Review. I have to admit this is something 
that has been a source of frustration for me and I’m pleased to hear that there is progress and 
a tentative target of March 2021 still feels like quite a long way away but if that can be met 
then that would be something, but I think this really is such an important piece of work. I 
hope that those involved are able to find the time and resource to give it the focus it needs to 
bring forward. I would again make a plea that we want this to work for everybody that needs 
it, know that it can be quite difficult for people to reach out for help when its needed 
particularly if they feel, or there can be a perceived sort of sense of stigma in this kind of 
thing, so again I would just make a plea that that is all kept very firmly in mind when this is 
being developed, and in the language that is used around it and the process that is finely set 
up. But I hope it can be shaped into something that really benefits those people who need it 
the most, and along those lines I welcome the work being done by the Early Help Service, that 
is also really important. It is separate from Social Services, it doesn’t create a Social Service 
record, and I think that it does what it says on the tin - it’s an Early Help Service and that is to 
be commended also.  
 
Finally, a question - which I guess perhaps sits slightly between the Honourable Ian Hansen 
and the Honourable Roger Edwards as PWD portfolio holder – some time ago we saw a draft 
proposal which suggested that we could provide assistance to less able or elderly people still 
living in their homes who might need some financial help or grant towards installing pieces of 
equipment or hand rails or perhaps bathing facilities, that might make their lives easier. I 
understand that work is being done on that but it had gone a bit quiet so I wonder, I know it’s 
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coming a little bit out of the blue, but I wonder if the Honourable Ian Hansen could provide 
any update on that.  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
I thank my Honourable Colleague for that question but unfortunately I can’t give an 
immediate update - perhaps my other Honourable Colleague Roger Edwards might be able to 
as it may lie with the Public Works rather than the KEMH, as you say there is a definite 
crossover there, but I will certainly make enquiries about where we are on that and how far 
along the track we are but my Honourable Colleague may add more information than I. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members  
 
I was quite surprised when the Honourable Leona Roberts mentioned this to me some days 
ago because certainly there was funding and there was work being done and indeed PWD did 
help out in several houses to make them habitable for people who had mobility problems and 
the like to improve their bathrooms, to provide ramps, to put in wider doors and I was quite 
surprised when she said this was stopped and didn’t seem to be funding. We can chase it up 
most certainly, because there certainly was funding and there was work being done in the 
past - I don’t know why it stopped, but I will find out.  
 
The Stacy Bragger 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
I would just like to maybe highlight the positive development in my Honourable Colleague’s 
portfolio since his last update to the House and obviously the approval of significant funding 
for improvement of orthodontic work for our young people. I think that’s something that is 
very welcome and it’s really important, and I was just wondering if he could perhaps just 
advise on the next stage, I am sure there is a lot of finer detail happening now behind the 
scenes, but I don’t know if you had any update on the next stage of work for that project.  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
I thank the Honourable Stacy Bragger for that question; in fact I should have included that in 
my report, so thank you for that question.  
 
Yes that is still definitely very much on-going, in fact the new dental chairs and the specialist 
orthodontic equipment is now being ordered and recruitment discussions with HR are taking 
place, and posts that are needed for that particular movement will be advertised soon.  
 
As for our student overseas, I believe that the Education department have been contacted to 
get the names of all the students that are overseas so that the Dental department can speak 
to parents to see exactly if they want their children referred in UK, and that is on-going. In fact 
I think that happened about a week or two ago, so it’s definitely very much still on-going.  
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Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to speak? No. 
 
I thank both the Honourable Members for their portfolio reports. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Order of the Day - Bills. 
 
Taxes (Amendment) Bill 2020, this Bill has been gazetted and we go to the second reading. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 
 
The Taxes Amendment Bill 2020; the Falkland Islands Tax Office have been reviewing the 
Taxes Ordinance with the aim of reducing ambiguity to tax payers and ensuring that policy 
aims are achieved. The Amendment Bill primarily focuses on provisions of the Ordinance 
which affect incorporated and unincorporated businesses.   
 
This amendment seeks to repeal several provisions that were enacted following the Rural Tax 
Relief package in 2016. The provisions for the employment credit and new business holiday 
are being repealed because they do not work and do not achieve the original policy aims.   
 
The Amendment Bill increases the number of days a person can be in the Falkland Islands in 
any twelve month period before they become liable for tax on their employment income, 
directorship, remuneration or benefits in kind from less than 30 days to 45 days.  
 
The extra statutory concession which allowed Camp business owners and employees of a 
Camp business to receive meat up to £1,000 a year without being charged to tax has been 
enacted into legislation. This provides long term certainty to businesses and the individuals, 
as it is no longer a concession.    
 
The remainder of the provisions focus on the Depreciation Allowance (DA) regime. These 
changes include: 
• clarifying how depreciation allowance losses can be treated for both corporate and non-

corporate entities and bringing it in line with the normal loss relief rules; 
• revising the definition of “renewable energy technologies” and “buildings” to make it 

clear what assets will qualify; 
• removing the distinction between Camp and non-Camp plant and machinery; 
• providing a DA rate for farm houses; 
• providing a definition and DA rate of “consolidated laydown” and “jetties”; 
• providing a rate for renewable energy technologies; 
• increasing the DA rate for car parks, roads and hardstandings from 2% to 5%, and; 
• the write off of the depreciation pool of plant, machinery, renewable energy technology 

and vehicles when it reaches £1,000 or less.  



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 26 November 2020 

33 

For capital assets of £500 or less the business will no longer have to bring these into the DA 
regime but can receive a revenue deduction in the year of acquisition, providing full relief in 
the period for the taxpayer.   
 
Previously an enhanced deduction had been given for ‘Renewable Energy Technology’ in 
Camp; this has been increased to allow the 150% enhanced deduction up to and including 
£50,000. Any excess above £50,000 will fall within the Depreciation Allowance regime.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
And a seconder please? 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Bill? There is no debate. 
 
Is there any objection to dealing with this Bill by the short procedure? There is no objection. 
 
Does any Member wish to propose any amendments to the wording of the Bill? There are no 
Amendments. 
 
I declare that the Bill will be read a third time and do pass. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Taxes (Amendment) Bill 2020. 
 
Legal Aid Bill 2020. This Bill has also been gazetted and will go to the second reading. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  
 
I present to the Assembly the Legal Aid Bill 2020. The purpose of Legal Aid is to enable 
persons to obtain a reasonable level of financial assistance from public funds, to secure legal 
advice and representation in relation to criminal and certain civil proceedings. This purpose 
must be achieved in a manner which fairly balances the need to provide access to the law and 
responsible administrating of public funds.  
 
This legislation, if passed, will place the current Legal Aid Scheme 2017 on to a statutory 
footing and continue to promote the protection of law in the Falkland Islands.  
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The Falklands Constitution states ‘every person who is charged with a criminal offence shall be 
permitted to defend himself or herself before the Court in person, or at his her own expense by 
a legal practitioner of his or her own choice, or when the interest of justice so require by a 
legal representative at the public expense’.  
 
Access to legal aid is the cornerstone to the Justice system; enabling access by providing 
representation and ensuring litigance before the Court, understand, and take part in 
proceedings.  
 
The importance of Legal Aid should not be overlooked; Article 6 of the European Convention 
on Human Rights - the basis of our Constitution - demands all society’s access to Legal Aid. 
This Bill meets the requirement of the Constitution and is wider in scope than the minimum 
required, enabling those who could not otherwise afford to do so to obtain legal advice and 
representation both at the pre-trial stage of criminal proceedings and in relation to non-
contentious civil matters, as well as family proceedings and other civil matters that come 
before the Court.  
 
The Bill maintains the current architecture of the 2017 scheme in that Legal Aid is divided 
between Criminal legal aid and Civil legal aid, and is available to assist with the legal costs of 
instructing a local legal practitioner or, if required, a legal practitioner from overseas of a 
person’s choosing. This model of Legal Aid was felt to be most appropriate for the Falkland 
Islands following consultation in 2016 when compared with models of a public defender or a 
Fixed Fee scheme. 
 
Criminal legal aid ensures that any person charged with an offence that is punishable by 
imprisonment has access to a legal practitioner at public expense when the interests of justice 
so require as envisaged by sections 5(4) and 6(2)(d) of the Constitution. Any person who is a 
witness, suspect or person of interest in an investigation into a criminal offence that is 
punishable by imprisonment is entitled to Legal Aid at no cost. A person who is charged with 
an offence may receive Legal Aid to cover all or part of the costs of legal representation 
subject to an assessment of their means. The scheme does not cover expenses under military 
law that are dealt with before a court martial of the United Kingdom.  
 
An eligible person i.e. a person who meets the means test, may access legal advice in relation 
to certain civil matters. A person may also be entitled to Legal Aid to cover all or part of the 
costs of legal representation in civil proceedings if it is in the ‘interests of justice’. There are 
certain excluded matters though. The ‘interest of justice’ test requires the administrator or 
the court to consider the nature of the legal services which are required, including the 
seriousness of the criminal charge and ramifications of a trial on the defendant and witnesses; 
if the proceedings raise a Constitutional issue, or other substantive question of law; if a 
matter of public interest is likely to be raised; and the particular characteristics of the person 
applying for Legal Aid.  
 
The Bill and Regulations allow for legal practitioners to claim hourly fees for work undertaken 
along with fixed rates for associated work such as telephone calls and correspondence. The 
Legal Aid Scheme 2017 which is the basis of this Bill is recognised as being one of the most 
generous schemes worldwide and it is something that the Falkland Islands should be 
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commended for. In order to maintain this high standard and access to justice, it is proposed 
that, if passed today, work will be undertaken by the Head of Courts and Tribunal service to 
review the eligibility criteria and the financial remunerations.  
 
In recent years, expenditure on Legal Aid has increased dramatically; it is acknowledged that 
the expenditure of the Legal Aid can only ever be a reactive budget, however placing the 
scheme on to a statutory footing, as this Bill will do, will create more accountability and 
transparency in relation to the expenditure of public funds.  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this Bill is imperative for two reasons; firstly as a matter of 
good governance it is proper that substantial items of regular public expenditure should be 
placed on a statutory footing to ensure transparency and accountability; and secondly, the 
legislation will implement a Constitutional requirement in section 6(2)(d) of the Constitution 
of the Falkland Islands to ensure that defendants in criminal proceedings are represented at 
trial, if necessary at public expense.  
 
In summary it is envisaged that the Bill, if passed, will demonstrate the Falkland Islands 
commitment to the requirements of the Constitution, continue to ensure access to justice for 
those before the Court of the Falkland Islands, and finally provide more accountability and 
transparency for the expenditure (inaudible) I would also wish to draw Honourable Members 
attention to the fact that draft regulations have also been approved by Executive Council to 
be made should the Bill be enacted. 
 
Mr Speaker, I believe it would be best to refer this Bill to a Select Committee of this House, 
but I will expand on this before the Clerk reads it a second time.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
To second please, the Honourable Stacy Bragger. 
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger 
 
I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to speak on the Bill? 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker 
 
We were recently contacted by legal professionals who have obviously got a vested interest in 
this very important piece of work being presented today, I completely recognise and 
appreciate, as the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby described it, as an essential framework to get in 
place and to put Legal Aid on a statutory footing. I would like to ask the Attorney General 
whether criteria around eligibility - and I recognise the Regulations reflects this eligibility for 
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Legal Aid will be decided by the administrator and that there is careful consideration given to 
that - but around such matters as the Honourable Barry Elsby described, what type of 
Criminal or Civil matters should be considered for support through Legal Aid, and also, how 
income thresholds and disposable income thresholds, say a single parent with, well kids may 
have an adequate income in terms of what a threshold would consider but actually disposable 
income is much, much less, and how elements like that could be regularly reviewed and 
assessed. Is that something that can be currently be done under this Bill? 
 
The Attorney General 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman and the Honourable Barry Elsby for 
introducing the Bill.  
 
I think it is important, as the Honourable Barry Elsby mentioned, the Bill is essentially part of a 
whole framework around the Legal Aid scheme, so you have the Bill which hopefully will 
become the Ordinance that enshrines that main sort of frame work for those rules. The issues 
that the Honourable Teslyn Barkman identified are mainly contained within the regulations - 
so things like eligibility, the levels of income that people can have, the levels of contribution 
that might be expected to make towards the cost of their Legal representation, allowances for 
family members etc. they are all contained within the regulations, and then sitting again 
beneath that there are the procedures and guidance under the scheme itself, so it is all part 
of a framework. But most of the issues, and I think the Honourable Teslyn Barkman identified, 
that some of the legal practitioners identified some particular issues that they feel should be 
looked at around things like eligibility and the levels that are there, which have not been 
reviewed for several years.  
 
I think it’s fair to comment that the Head of Courts and Tribunals, there was an intention to 
review those through the budget round this year in any event, and I think it is important that 
that work be done so that Members can be satisfied that the levels are at the correct level 
currently for the Falkland Islands, but those are matters that would be dealt with by 
amendment to regulations rather than dealt with by the Bill. And again, actually the 
framework I think accords with some of the representations that we received from the legal 
practitioners, and the ordinance should set out the framework and a lot of those details 
should be contained in regulations, which by the very nature are easier to amend and adjust 
as circumstances change. 
 
I hope that answers the question.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker and I’d like to thank the Attorney General for that excellent response.  
 
I appreciate that there was intention to review this, I think that’s a really great thing to hear, 
and the budget process as we know is not necessarily a public process, although we are 
working as an Assembly to try and find flexibilities to increase transparency around the 
budgeting. Another one of those comments that was raised was that it feels like an 
appropriate matter to have a look into (inaudible) as part of that to be sure that there is 
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transparency around how some of these eligibility criteria are determined. So I would just like 
to confirm with the Attorney General that there would be an intention to have a kind of 
public engagement element of that review process, so it wouldn’t just be handled within a 
committee and then too (inaudible).  
 
The Attorney General 
 
Mr Speaker, 
 
It’s not my Department but I think we can comfortably commit that we would undertake a 
public consultation in relation to those matters, that clearly is something that Members feel is 
important and I think we can commit that we will do that.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to speak to the Bill?  
 
The Motion before the House is that the Bill be read a second time. 
 
Is there any objection to passing that Motion for the second reading of the Bill? There is no 
objection the Bill will be read a second time. 
 
The Clerk of Assembly 
 
Legal Aid Bill 2020. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  
 
I would like to formally propose that we send this Bill for consideration to a Select Committee 
of the House. Many of the concerns have already been raised by my Honourable Colleague 
Teslyn Barkman. As she said, we had as MLAs, when we received a letter from all the 
practitioners, private practitioners, in the Islands including a previous Attorney General, fully 
supporting the need for legislation on this matter - they are not opposed to the Bill - but they 
felt very strongly that public consultation would be beneficial so that people have the chance 
to be consulted on the fundamental question on what Legal Aid is for and which of these civil 
cases should be able to be funded from the public purse.  
 
I think it’s fair to say there were not after financial gain and, I think as the Attorney General 
said himself, this is a service that is well funded and so I don’t think there is any pecuniary 
interest in this. It was one of making sure that the Bill actually addresses what the public want 
it to address.  
 
I know the Attorney General has concerns that if this Bill is in any way put to a Select 
Committee it might be another year before it is enacted. I think that’s being overly pessimistic 
and I’d like to suggest that, if we do pass this in to a Select Committee, we time limit that 
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Committee so that it has to report back to the House let’s say by February, and that would 
mean very little delay at all. But I think it would answer those concerns by all the non-
Government lawyers in the Islands, and as a group I think that’s the first time I’ve ever had a 
representation from such a group, and I think this House needs to be certain that if we rule 
against the Select Committee that will allow public consultation they need to be certain in 
their own minds that they fully understand the consequences.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
That’s a formal Motion; can I have a Seconder please? 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 
 
It was brought to the attention of all Members and we had an excellent briefing from the 
Attorney General and others; and indeed we invited the members of the local practitioners to 
come along and put their case before us. I thought myself; I thought that after the meeting 
with the explanations given us by the Attorney General that it was far more important that 
we pass this Bill today to bring it on to a statutory footing and that has more priority than 
going to a Select Committee, so I can’t second a Motion I disagree with. I think we should pass 
this Bill today and put the Legal Aid on to a statutory footing. Work can then be done to iron 
out the little bits and pieces that need to be done - and it is recognised by the Attorney 
General in his briefing that there are things that need to be done - and we do need to pass 
this Bill and get it on to a statutory footing now.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker 
 
While I don’t support the Motion, I’m afraid to say to my Honourable Colleague, I think his 
intentions are certainly in the right place because this is a very important piece of legislation 
that will support absolutely anyone in this public sphere of the Constitution, so it is incredibly 
important that we get it right and it has got public consultation behind it. I think the reason I 
don’t support it being progressed to a Select Committee are for a few reasons; one of them is 
that I think it was reflected by legal professionals that we’d spoken to that actually, getting a 
framework in place is going to be needed either for a review or after, so it doesn’t change. As 
the Attorney General outlined in his answer to my question before that those changes to the 
eligibility criteria, those changes can be all undertaken within the scope of Regulations.  
 
I thank him for his response before because that did give me the reassurance that this can be 
addressed under this format, but also that there will be a commitment to engaging the public 
into some of these important principles that we’ve all identified and all agree should be 
addressed.  
 
I’m afraid I don’t support the Motion.  
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Mr Speaker 
 
So we still await someone to second that Motion, is there anyone that would second it? There 
is no seconder so that Motion will not be put.  
 
We will continue with the longer procedure for dealing with this Bill, the Assembly is in 
Committee.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Clauses 1 to 26. 
  
The Attorney General 
 
Mr Speaker I beg to move that clauses 1 to 26 stand part of the Bill. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion is that clauses 1 to 26 stand part of the Bill, is there any 
objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection; clauses 1 to 26 stand part of the Bill.  
 
The Assembly resumes. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 
 
I beg to move the Bill be read a third time and do pass. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
And a seconder please for that Motion? 
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger 
 
I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger to second.  
 
Honourable Members the Motion is that the Bill will be read a third time and do pass, is there 
any objection to passing that Motion?  
 
There is no objection, the Bill will be read a third time and do pass.  
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Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Legal Aid Bill 2020 
 
Motion for Adjournment. 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive  
 
Mr Speaker I beg to move that this House stands adjourned sine die. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members to speak. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
In rising to support the Motion for Adjournment I’ve spoken quite a lot today so I will be 
extremely brief as usual, but obviously I’d very much like to welcome the Commodore to this 
House, and wish him well in his time here.  
 
Mr Speaker I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members,  
 
I too rise to support the Motion for Adjournment and would welcome Commodore Jonathon 
Lett to the House and to the Falkland Islands. I know, Commodore, that you have been here 
many times before and you probably know the coastal areas of the Falkland Islands better 
than most of us sitting around this table, but I would still encourage you to get out and about 
and meet the Falkland Islanders, and I know that you will be made very welcome wherever 
you go.  
 
I think it’s absolutely wonderful that we are now mine free and have almost three million 
square metres of land returned to us that we can once again visit and play on. I thought the 
14th November was an incredibly important day in our lives and I think that I would like to 
thank everyone who had anything to do with the arrangements on the 14th November, 
because I personally thought it was very well done despite the microphones being a little 
intermittent.  
 
With my ‘stamp hat’ on, I would like to say that we did produce First Aid covers to 
commemorate the 14th November and the Islands being mine free, and I’m delighted to 
report that they are selling well and they don’t have too many covers left, so anyone who 
wants to get a commemoration stamp cover for commemorating that date they had better 
act now because they will soon disappear.  
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Also with my ‘stamp hat’ on, this is the last sitting of the House before Christmas and on the 
20th of November we had the second First Aid cover released which was the Falkland Islands 
children’s idea of what the Falklands Christmas is about and those First Aid covers were 
released on the 20th of November, and they too are selling rapidly. I thought the artwork and 
everything that was done, we had 129 entries which I thought was wonderful, it was very 
difficult for the Stamp Committee to choose the four final versions. We did choose four, but 
sadly one of them was just too busy to be reduced on to a stamp and so we had to change 
from the first choice to a second choice, but nevertheless they were absolutely superb and 
the envelope on which these First Aid covers are glued to has another one which I think is a 
winning design, and if anyone has a look at it and you see the moon with a Covid mask, and 
then you look at it again and you notice instead of a reindeer it’s sheep and so on. I think it’s 
absolutely superb, and I would again encourage everyone to go and buy their First Aid covers 
because I believe they are absolutely superb, and each of the children who had a winning 
stamp in each of the four age brackets have now been presented with a First Aid cover 
mounted in a frame, and I hope they will look at it and treasure it for years and years to come.  
 
So, in supporting the Motion for Adjournment, I’d just like to wish everyone a Happy 
Christmas and thank you very much.  
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
I support the Motion, and I’d just like to say that I guess this is a historic moment being the 
first to attend virtually to the Legislative Assembly from overseas, so thought I’d just add a 
nod towards that.  
 
On that note I have never been more envious than seeing people in the Falklands at the 
moment, certainly on social media and talking to friends and family, being able to go on Yorke 
Bay for the first time ever. Also seeing plenty of photos from the TRIP scheme and also the 
summer weather you’re having there whilst I sit in the UK in the middle of Covid, approaching 
the middle of winter as well, so I’m very envious there and slightly jealous that I didn’t get to 
take part in all the celebrations, it looks absolutely fantastic. I’d just like to extend my thanks 
to all those involved in making the Falklands mine free, what a fantastic job they’ve all done.  
 
I’d like to welcome Commodore Lett back to the Falklands and into the Assembly. Hopefully 
I’ll be there sooner rather than later to welcome you in person. 
 
Finally just a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to everyone and hopefully I’ll see you 
sooner rather than later with another brand new Falkland Islander in tow with us!  
 
Thank you very much Mr Speaker.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.  
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There are a couple of areas I just wanted to touch upon briefly. Firstly I would like to welcome 
the new Commander of the British Forces South Atlantic Islands, Jonathon Lett, we very much 
looked forward to meeting and working with you. We only met each other last night and I’m 
sure we will have a great working relationship with this Assembly, so I am looking forward to 
that.  
 
I thought I’d address an issue that is certainly a priority at the moment, just to reassure 
people really that the FIMCo board is working with the Department of Agriculture, and with 
FIDC as well, to ensure the decision to not run an export season doesn’t leave people 
stranded and that the FIMCo business can benefit from an overhaul in strategy that will 
actually bring about a better result for the future for people in Camp.  
 
It’s not lost on us - and I’d like to reinforce this - that in farming, wool, tourism and now meat 
incomes have all been affected by Covid-19 and by decisions that we’ve had to take in 
reaction to that. It is also not lost on us, and I think it’s important to highlight, that the short 
to medium term measures we’ve rolled out in economic support from Covid-19 are just that, 
short to medium.  
 
This is an incredibly difficult time and, despite our resilience as a community, it is hitting Camp 
hard. And just like the wool clip purchase and like the TRIP scheme we will find ways to 
support effected businesses financially, and in animal welfare in this case, with the export 
season not happening this year. But we need to be aware and think about how short to 
medium term measures can get us back on long-term stability, but we also need to be very 
conscious that we are giving people an opportunity to not worry on top of all of this; that they 
can only look to the next few months ahead in terms of their income stability and their 
business. So if there’s any assurances that we as an Assembly can continue to support, and 
the Government I know have been excellent at leaning into this in terms of the economic 
support measures, that we continue to work on this as I’m sure we will, but I hope to reassure 
anyone who is listening and is concerned about those businesses in camp that they aren’t 
shouting into a vacuum, and in fact we encourage you to keep your comments and concerns 
coming to us. It isn’t difficult to hear, it is our job and we are here to represent your voice in 
this. So any concerns or comments that you have please make sure that you’re forwarding 
them to the Assembly so that we can absorb this as well and pass it on to FIG.  
 
Lastly, I did just want to acknowledge that this is the last Assembly of 2020 and, as my 
Honourable Colleague Roger Edwards did point to, there are some useful First Aid covers and 
stamps that are available to celebrate the Festive season, I had the absolute pleasure of 
meeting with one of the young artists, who was actually the artist behind the marvellous 
piece of work that my Honourable Colleague was describing, a young girl called Renata who is 
incredibly talented and I’d just like to say it shows that there is definitely prosperity and 
creativity in our future when we have got young individuals like that coming forward to 
represent and support our community. So let’s end 2020 on a higher note than we probably 
would have expected to and look forward to 2021, and any fortune it can bring us.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 26 November 2020 

43 

The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker,  
 
In rising to support the Motion there are a few things I too would like to touch on, but I will 
try and be brief.  
 
Yesterday was the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women and also 
White Ribbon Day, which is a global movement of men and boys working to end male 
violence against women and girls. So it was particularly appropriate that the Call IDA 
campaign was launched here in the Falklands on that day, as has already touched upon by my 
Honourable Colleague Teslyn Barkman. Call IDA is a helpline, set up here in the Islands to 
provide support and a first point of contact for anyone experiencing domestic abuse. It can of 
course be extremely difficult for anyone going through that to reach out for help and this 
anonymous and no-pressure service will undoubtedly help many people in the years to come. 
We know that domestic abuse exists in the Falklands, sadly it exists everywhere. International 
statistics suggest that it’s something like 1 in 4 women will experience domestic abuse and 1 
in 9 men, and that last statistic does also need to be very much highlighted; domestic abuse is 
not exclusively perpetrated against women. Men are frequently subjected to it too and we 
really mustn’t lose sight of that, and nor is it always violence based. It can often be insidious 
and perhaps less obvious, but no less wrong and no less damaging. So there is no excuse for 
abuse, and work really must continue towards ending this kind of behaviour. I would take this 
opportunity to thank all those involved in the setting up of the Call IDA service; in particular 
Jenny Cullen who I know has worked extremely hard on the project. Sure have also facilitated 
the helpline and the FCDO have provided funding, so I think it really is important to note now, 
and I wish Call IDA and all those people who may need it all the very best going forward.  
 
On a much happier note, as has already been touched on by some of my colleagues, the 
Falkland Islands are now mine-free and what an incredible day the 14th was when we 
celebrated this amazing new reality by reclaiming Yorke Bay, which really I think served as a 
symbol for all the minefields across the Falklands that have been cleared in recent years. I 
think it’s quite easy to say that it was a historic day, but I think this truly, truly was. It was 
incredible emotional for an awful lot of people, it was something I certainly will never forget. 
We saw it reported widely, there was an awful lot of coverage in the UK, we received 
messages from Ministers, from his Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge - it was a truly 
momentous day, so I would once again extend my heartfelt thanks to all those who made this 
possible; the UK Government of course and the FCDO, Fenix Insight and Safelane Global and, 
of course, particular thanks to the Zimbabwean deminers who carried out what is dangerous 
and difficult work and in some unbelievable circumstances, and I think we also need to 
remember the British servicemen who did so much in the immediate aftermath of 1982 to 
identify and clear where possible and map these areas. Some of them were hurt in that 
process, and then of course in the years since they’ve worked tirelessly to educate the 
community, in particular our children, to keep us all safe in those years, and we do owe them 
all a tremendous debt of gratitude.  
 
I’ve already discussed the behaviour on the beach, I think the only thing that I would add to 
what I said earlier is if you’re out enjoying the beach and you see somebody behaving in a 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
Held on Thursday 26 November 2020 

44 

way that you think is less than ideal around the wildlife, maybe have a quiet word – I think 
that is probably more productive than turning to Social Media. I think that doesn’t mean 
going up and giving somebody a shouting at, there is a very good chance that someone simply 
isn’t aware that they’re not behaving well; talk to them sensibly to explain the issue, but in 
the meantime, yes absolutely we will raise awareness of all this and get the message out.   
 
I would also take the opportunity to welcome our new CBF, Commodore Jonathan Lett. 
Welcome back to the Falklands, we look very much forward to working with you in the next 
couple of years, well it might be only the next year for me, but there you go. I think we have 
an awful lot to do, and really look forward to developing that further.  
 
And I was absolutely horrified that my Honourable Colleague pointed out that this is the last 
Assembly before Christmas because I hadn’t actually appreciated that, I think I’m vaguely sort 
of ignoring Christmas but I suppose it will come regardless. I had high hopes for 2020, and its 
turned out very different from, I think, any of our expectations, so I know that we’ll have 
challenges in 2021 - we’ve got the on-going issues related to Covid impacts, we have Brexit 
approaching very quickly now, and goodness knows what else the Universe will throw at us 
next year. I think we still have a zombie apocalypse outstanding, but there are a few weeks to 
go yet but I will continue to cling to this optimism and have high hopes for 2021, and I know 
that everybody in this community will continue to pull together and do their best to make it a 
really good year. So I would also join in wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas and New 
Year.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  
 
In rising to support this Motion I’d like to join my colleagues In welcoming Commodore Lett to 
the Islands, looking forward to actually bringing our community’s closer together during your 
time here, and I hope that you will encourage your people at Mount Pleasant to take 
advantage of our TRIP Scheme and the offer that’s being made to them up there. We need 
your people to get out and about around the Islands using that TRIP Scheme and using tourist 
operators to get out and see the wonderful wildlife that we have here. It’s a great opportunity 
I think for people at Mount Pleasant to get out and really see the Islands and we would 
welcome them going out there, we are very grateful always to all the men and women who 
secure our freedom that we have at the moment, and its great during this year that we could 
extend that offer to them and we hope that they make the most of it while they are there.  
 
I’d also like to say we’re looking forward soon to meeting with the farmers on the 14th of this 
month, to talk about FIMCo and how we support them. That will be a really positive move, 
and I would like to wish everybody a Happy Christmas and New Year. I think there is light at 
the end of the tunnel with the vaccine news that’s coming out at the moment, and I’m always 
the eternal optimist - I’m looking forward to next year being a much better year than certainly 
this year has been, so thank you very much, I support the Motion.  
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The Commander of British Forces 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to address the Assembly so soon after emerging from 
quarantine. As already highlighted, it’s just great to be back - this is my fifth touring the South 
Atlantic having first arrived 25 years ago as a Lieutenant on HMS Westminster. It’s also my 
third Commander appointment in the region; having commanded HMS Clyde 2008, HMS 
Montrose in 2012 and I really hope that that background, my knowledge of the Islands and of 
the region helps us to keep the momentum going and really, strange expression but, hit the 
MPA road going as we move forward. It really is a genuine privilege to return to the Islands as 
the Commander of British Forces.  
 
On arrival, I am struck by two things. The first is just the quality of the people serving under 
my command, and not just the fine men and women of the Navy, the Army and the Air Force; 
the entirety of that work force supporting me, encompassing civil servants of the Ministry of 
Defence, the Met Office and of course all of the supporting contractors without whom Mount 
Pleasant Complex could just not function on a day to day basis. I very much view them, 
civilian or military, young or old, as one team.  
 
The second thing that strikes me is the strength of the relationship with the Falkland Islands 
Government and the Islanders. Having spent some time at last week’s Community Day at MPC 
and having already made two trips to Stanley, I’ve seen it first-hand the very warm welcome 
offered. I think my predecessor made great strides in terms of increasing levels of 
collaboration between British Forces South Atlantic Islands and the Falkland Islands 
Government, particularly in the mutually beneficial areas of waste management and housing, 
are just two examples. I genuinely hope to be able to continue in this vein and very much 
view us, whether military of civilian, as one community.  
 
Nowhere is that one community better demonstrated than in our response to Covid-19 and 
the global pandemic, where it’s clear that our collective response and vigilance has been 
incredibly effective in protecting the whole community. I’m sure every CBF arrives and thinks 
they are taking command at an interesting time. 2020 has presented us all with 
unprecedented challenges, but I look ahead over my two year tenure out to 2022 and I can 
already see significant milestones and considerable opportunities.  
 
As indicated at the beginning, it is my privilege to be charged with the defence of these 
Islands, and you have my assurance that I will undertake this duty in the finest traditions of 
the service, with honour, dignity and integrity. 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, may I add also my welcome to the Commander of British Forces and it 
leaves just for me to wish you all a Happy Christmas and a peaceful and Covid-free New Year. 
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The House stands adjourned accordingly.    
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