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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly 
Thursday 27 August 2020 

 
 
Prayers 
 
Motions 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Motion number 7 of 2020 by the Honourable Roger Edwards.  
 
In accordance to order 72 this House agrees to suspend the Standing Orders 18, 30, 69 and 
73 for the duration of this meeting. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members I move that it be agreed that the video conference link  
currently in place is sufficient for the meeting to proceed, including provision for press and 
public to access proceedings, and that all Members (present and participating) are able to 
communicate with one another to hear and be heard and to have access to all the 
documents considered at the meeting, and that therefore, a virtual meeting within the 
meaning of the Overseas Territories (Constitutional Modification) Order 2020 shall be held.  
 
And I move that the Standing Orders shall be construed with such fair, large and liberal 
construction and interpretation as will best ensure the effective and efficient conduct of a 
virtual meeting. 
 
Mr Speaker  
 
A seconder please.  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  
 
Mr Speaker I second the Motion.  
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Honourable Members you have all heard of the explanation as to why we need this Motion 
at this stage of meeting.  Is there any objection to passing that motion? There is no 
objection, that Motion is carried and Standing Orders as listed are suspended and indeed 
the interpretation as requested is then given.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Confirmation of the Record of the Legislative Assembly held on the 30 July 2020.  
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Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members I have before me a record of our last meeting, is it your wish that I 
sign this as a true record. 
 
Honourable Members 
 
Aye 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Statements  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen, further information requested in relation to Oral Question 
12/20 of 2020.  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, this question refers to the situation on Orthodontics in the Islands 
and as I explained at the last Assembly, there is an Executive Council paper coming in 
September, but I have found more information since.  All Members will be briefed on the 
paper early next week and the paper will not just be about setting up an orthodontics 
service here in the Falkland Islands, but will also address the situation on students who are 
in urgent need overseas now or going overseas, and how we can assist them.  I hope that is 
a clear enough explanation. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, looking at the record of the previous meeting, I think the response to question 
12/20 relates to the cost of flights on FIGAS. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, I beg your pardon. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, I wasn’t really listening, may I suggest that we come to that question again so 
that I can listen to it again in its proper place. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
That is fine.  The Honourable Ian Hansen, if you could provide the information relating to 
question 12/20. 
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The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, I do apologise for that, I had it written down, but obviously the wrong way 
around. Question 12/20 was a policy issue on flights for pensioners. I am meeting with 
Director of Health and Social Services later on today, and I will be bringing this up because I 
do believe that not only this policy, but many other policies that have been around for 
several years probably need looking at. We will be discussing whether or not we need to 
look at a whole raft of policies that are lurking around the KEMH that need refreshing.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any supplementary questions relating to that answer?  No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Statements the Honourable Stacy Bragger further information requested in relation oral 
question 13/20. 
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger  
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, the following statement is a response to a series of questions posed 
at last month’s Legislative Assembly meeting by MLA Barry Elsby regarding how effective 
education would continue to be delivered if we were to have a sustained outbreak of Covid 
disease in the community.  I have been assisted by the Director of Education and the 
Executive Head Teacher. 
 
The first point was on whether the schools would offer physical packs of work for all 
students to do at home that would equate with the amount of work being done in class. 
Physical packs will be available as was the case during our lockdown period earlier this year.  
It cannot be guaranteed that it will equate with the amount of work done had they been in 
class. This will be self-directed, parent supported learning. 
 
Regarding the question of how will online learning be done and how much work will 
students receive per day, a pilot system called “Seesaw” has been trialled. This is in the early 
stages as our staff have been working in their substantive roles.   However, further work will 
be done on developing this resource for the future.   
 
It was asked whether on line learning/virtual classrooms would be used, and if it was 
understood if all households have the appropriate number of PCs and tablets etc.  The 
schools have not to date asked for this information from families but it would be possible 
for a survey to be conducted and we will look to do this.   
 
Regarding online virtual classrooms as I said before, this pilot system called “Seesaw” could 
be used potentially.  Zoom currently is a popular package for people for online conversing 
around the world, however, unfortunately it is not currently supported by the Falkland 
Islands Government for use. 
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Other questions were if we understand the ability of the internet here to host such numbers 
at the same time and what would the likely megabyte usage be per family per month.  I 
don’t have an answer on that point at this stage but, we will consult with Sure on this point.   
 
It was asked whether an assessment has been made of how the Department would cope if 
students could only return if strict social distancing is in place?  Falklands schools 
successfully reopened with social distancing measures in place, in line with public health 
guidance in May 2020.  The response to any Covid outbreak in the community would 
continue to be assessed in relation to the operation of our schools.   
 
MLA Elsby asked if more classrooms were needed where would they be?  The Education 
Department say that they are not aware of any suitable buildings that are available in 
Stanley.  However, further work will be done to look at what contingency plans can be 
developed.   
 
It was asked if consideration has been given to putting in place a contract with a supply 
agency outside of the Falklands who could supply additional teachers if needed.  A contract 
is in place with a supply agency.  However, recruiting teachers continues to be an on-going 
challenge.    One potential solution that would be explored if we face a challenge situation, 
would be to look at part-time rotational teaching, supported by extended home learning.  
Our schools were able to successfully open this year following our lockdown period and our 
continuity plans and plans in general will continue to be refined and developed further. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Is there any comments on that?  No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Statements from the Honourable Teslyn Barkman, Further information relating to oral 
question 14/20. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman, I hope you can hear us and we can hear you. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I hope you can hear me. This question relates to the total value paid 
out of wool clip purchase, which was asked by my Honourable Colleague MLA Roger Spink 
at the last Assembly. At that time the information available for the total amount of payment 
purchased of £1.2M, I can now confirm that total paid to farmers is just under £2.8M and 
that is with thanks to the Honourable Financial Secretary for providing the updated figure.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Is there any comments on that?  No. 
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Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Statement from the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby for the information related to oral question 
18 of 2020.  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members I’d like to confirm that the vast majority of the 
portable/mobile homes are indeed on the 20 year lease, some are different, but the vast 
majority are indeed on 20 year leases.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Is there any comments on that?  No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Statements from the Honourable Ian Hansen further information requested in relation to 
question 20 of 2020. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen  
 
Apologies Mr Speaker, I hope I have the right question this time. 
 
As I stated in the last Assembly there is a paper coming to the Executive Council in 
September addressing the issue of orthodontic service in the Falkland Islands. All the MLAs 
will be getting a briefing early next week I believe, from the Director of Health on this paper, 
the paper will also incorporate what we are hoping to do and believe we can do to assist the 
student that are overseas now or are going overseas who need urgent orthodontic 
attention.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Honourable Member wish to comment?  No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Papers to be Laid on the Table by the Honourable Chief Executive.  
 
Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last 
sitting of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the 
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977. 

• Assessment and Safeguarding of Adults Regulations 2020 
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The Honourable Chief Executive  
 
Mr Speaker I hereby lay the aforementioned papers on the Table.  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker under Standing Order section 41(3) I move that the Assessment and 
Safeguarding of Adults Regulations 2020 be noted.  
 
By way of explanation these Regulations are made sections 9 and 18 of the Assessment and 
Safeguarding of Adults Ordinance 2020.  
  
Part 2 of the Assessment and Safeguarding of Adults Ordinance 2020 imposes duties on the 
Government to assess an adult’s needs for care and support, and a carer’s needs for 
support, by carrying out a needs assessment or a carer’s assessment respectively.  These 
Regulations make further provision about such assessments.  
  
Regulation 4 makes provision for supported self-assessment, where the individual to whom 
the assessment relates and the Government carry out the assessment jointly.   
Regulation 5 makes provision about the manner in which assessments are carried out, and 
Regulation 6 imposes requirements on the Falkland Islands Government relating to persons 
involved in the care of the individual whose needs are being assessed, including where it 
appears that any child is involved in providing care to any individual.  
Regulation 7 makes provision about the training and expertise of persons carrying out 
assessments, and Regulation 8 makes specific provision about training and expertise in 
connection with the assessment of individuals who are deaf or blind.  
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Could we have a seconder please?  
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards  
 
Mr Speaker I second the Motion. 

Mr Speaker  

The Motion is that the Assessment and Safeguarding of Adults Regulations 2020 are noted, 
is there any objection to passing that Motion – there is no objection those Regulations are 
noted.  

Clerk of the Assembly  

Questions for Oral Answer  

Question number 21 of 2020 by the Honourable Roger Spink.  
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The Honourable Roger Spink 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, can the Honourable Roger Edwards comment on the 
dangerous state of the North Camp track to Port San Carlos and advise what steps may be 
taken in future to ensure the best possible materials are used for capping which could also 
provide better value for money for the public purse together with improved winter road 
conditions?  

The Honourable Roger Edwards  

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank the Honourable Colleague for his question.  
 
The general conditions of the Camp network, is generally good, and has benefited from 
reduced use during the lockdown period.  
 
The worst area in question is approximately 1.5 miles long from Marlow Bridge to Estancia. 
This section of road only has base course material on it, as it is still under construction. Once 
the weather improves the crusher will be moved out to the borrow pit, west of Estancia 
farm. Two blasts will be carried out to produce the required capping material for this 
section.  
 
The section of San Carlos road from Camilla Creek to Sussex Mountain was completed last 
season which also has only base course material on it, and is still under construction. 
Capping material needs to be sorted and placed.  
 
Multiple trial holes are to be excavated, and the best material from these will be selected 
for use.  In certain areas it is a struggle to find suitable material, if the material can be dug 
with an excavator, it is generally too soft for use for capping material. Having planned 
decent good quality material, it can either be hauled over long distances which doesn’t do 
the truck or the roads we are trying to rebuild any good, and there is significant cost for the 
additional haulage.  
 
This season due to explosive availability, highways will be limited to four blasts, so the areas 
that need to be capped will need to be selected carefully and on a priority basis.  
 
Good material is proving hard to find each year both on the East and West. Originally the 
road/track was built for a maximum weight of 7.5 ton and nowadays much heavier vehicles 
are being used and there is a lot more traffic using the network, so some areas will wear out 
quicker than others.  
 
I thank the PWD Roads Department for that answer. I would like to add however, that 
recently we have had extreme frosts, temperatures down to -12degrees on West Falklands. 
This causes a thing called frost heave, when the ice gets into the ground it pushes it up and 
when it falls out the ice disappears it leaves a sloppy soft material easily opened to rutting.  
 
The area referred to is indeed a dangerous track; it is not the only dangerous track. On West 
Falkland even close to Fox Bay it has some of the best road building material in the whole 
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Islands, we have seen a massive deterioration in the road surfaces. Towards Port Stephens, 
we have horrendous roads considerably worse than the area of road that my friend is 
referring to. It all needs a massive amount of work, and if I may say, it clearly shows that our 
current investment of £2.5M a year into the Camp network is insufficient. Going forward to 
maintain the roads in any sort of safe track then we will probably have to seek increased 
funding.  
 
We cannot, going forward, delay or not do capping and continuing road works on the whole 
of the thousand kilometres of Camp track.   Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members I’d like to thank my colleague for his very comprehensive 
answer, the one issue I don’t think he really addressed in there is how we assess the quality 
of the materials that is being put on there and how that is assessed and who assesses it 
within Government.  
 
I think my point is, I fully except there are many other areas which require better quality 
materials with the roads but there are some roads that hold up better than others. Mainly 
because of the quality of the materials that are put on there and testing is one of the few 
ways in which you can guarantee the quality of the materials and the expertise of the 
people that choose where the borrow pits are, and the quality of the material coming out of 
it could save us considerable amounts of money going forward by putting the best possible 
materials for the money, getting the best “bang for our buck” as it were, in the money that 
we do spend on upgrading roads. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, a couple of days ago we had the Deputy Director of Public Works, David Bell, 
come into Gilbert House to explain to Members some of the difficulties involved.  
 
We use borrow pits for the most part for the substrate of the road and for the capping. The 
quality of the material is assessed by the Roads Engineer and by the Contractor.  
 
One of the problems is that when you open up a hole in the ground, the right side of the 
hole can be good material and the left side of the hole be bad material. One would hope 
that only the good material is used, but it is very difficult. As I said in my statement, the best 
material is that that is blasted and this year we can only do four blasts to get the best. 
However, having blasted the material we then have to cart it a long way to deposit it on the 
base course of the road as capping.  
 
I don’t know if my Honourable Colleague can remember, a few years ago the Government 
was doing some capping work on West Falklands between Fish Creek and Port Stephens, 
they were using an excellent borrow pit with excellent material close to Fish Creek. 
Unfortunately, it was being hauled approximately 20 kilometres along the road to the area 
being capped, 20 kilometres there and back takes an hour of one lorry load of material to be 
delivered.  
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During that delivery, every single day they had to stop work and repair the road that they 
were hauling over because the heavy lorries hauling that distance were breaking through 
the surface and so it took forever. When David Bell was briefing us a couple of days ago, he 
pointed out that to have materials tested one has to produce a test batch of between 50 
and 100 kilograms of material, and that has to be sent off to the UK, probably by sea, so we 
are talking about a month there and a month back plus the time to do it. We are actually 
talking about 3 months. But that is only at that particular place where the material is being 
hauled from, and as I say, the same hole in the ground on the right side you can have good 
material and on the left side you can have bad materials so how many test samples do we 
have to take, it would be the ideal situation but sadly, not a practical one.  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members I’d like to thank the Honourable Roger Edwards for 
explaining the difficulties that we have in getting the right material. 

Mr Speaker 

Are there any supplementary questions? No. 

Clerk of the Assembly   

Question number 22 of 2020 by the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 

Could the Honourable Ian Hansen please inform this House as to the following? 

1. Looking at October, November and December 2019 can he please tell this House 
how many patients were seen in the GP clinics, expressed as a weekly average for 
each month and compare that to the rates for June, July and August 2020? 

2. What percentage of GP consultations were conducted virtually in July and August 
2020, again expressed as weekly averages? 

3. What is the present wait for a non-urgent face to face consultation with a GP? 
4. Are routine cancer screenings for diseases such as cervical, breast and bowel cancer, 

are they delayed and if so by how long? 
5. Similarly, is there any delay in the routine vaccination schedule for children but also 

adults? 

The Honourable Ian Hansen  

Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I thank the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby for his questions.  

In order as they were asked numbers 1 and 2, how many patients were seen and 
percentages of GP consultations, this information has been submitted in written form and 
all Members have a copy of that written form. As you can see there is a lot of data there 
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which would be difficult and indeed or probably impossible to try and put out in an oral 
response, information is there.  

It should be noted that the comparisons are difficult over a 3 month period with the activity 
in the hospital being very different those time during the visiting consultants who are 
included in GP clinic numbers. These consultants undertake the majority of their work in the 
October/December format. During June to August we have no visiting consultants. 

On question 3 about the present wait for a non-urgent face to face consultation with a GP, 
currently there is a two day wait for routine appointments. However same day 
appointments are made available for urgent cases. 

Question 4 routine cancer screening. Cervical smear screening is to take place in mid-
September 2020 as planned. Bowel Cancer screening due to take place in April was 
cancelled due to Covid-19, but the next one is scheduled for October 2020. The breast 
screening team from Wigan were due to come to the Islands in October 2020, however due 
to Covid restrictions in the UK, breast screening was halted and was only restarted in the 
last few weeks. Therefore, our screening has been postponed until January 2021, even 
though it’s delayed it’s not particularly significant.  

Question 5 is there any delay in the routine vaccination schedule for children or adults. 
There are no delays in the routine vaccination schedules for either.  

Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  

Mr Speaker, I should have asked when the next optician is coming because I don’t believe 
this is an appropriate response to what is an oral question, had I wanted a written response 
I would have asked for a written response. Members were presented with documents the 
Honourable Ian Hansen refers to which are A3 size details of consultation rates I believe, but 
my vision with glasses is such I can’t read because they are so small and there are various 
graphs as well. As I say Mr Speaker, I don’t believe this is an appropriate response to an Oral 
question, unless people are presented with the data I asked very clearly for data of weekly 
averages, if we believe we can take those figures and produce the answers I asked for then 
surely the department and the Honourable Colleague could have done it simply. I’m not 
sure what I’m asking Mr Speaker, but I don’t believe this is an appropriate response to an 
oral question.  

The Honourable Ian Hansen  

Thank you Mr Speaker. Yes, I take the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby’s point, this is a clearly 
difficult document to try and explain orally. If the House so wish, I can go back to the 
department and see if I can get it in a different format and perhaps comment on it at the 
next Assembly meeting.  
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Mr Speaker 

I think, that is probably the way forward, unless any other Honourable Member have a 
supplementary question on this. If the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby is content that that 
information will be forthcoming in a form that is acceptable. 

The Honourable Mark Pollard 

Mr Speaker, for some reason you cannot see Honourable Teslyn Barkman on your monitor 
in front of you, she had her hand raised for a question. 

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  

I thank my Honourable Colleague for drawing the Speaker’s attention, this is a new set up 
and I think we are all trying to adjust to. It was just a point of procedure, I don’t have that 
information that has been circulated to the other Members and I don’t know if my 
Colleague the Honourable Mark Pollard has received it either, it would have been useful to 
have that passed on.  

Mr Speaker  

We will ensure that the information is available to you as soon as possible. Does any other 
Honourable Member wish to raise a comment?  No. 

Clerk of the Assembly  

Question number 23 of 2020 by the Honourable Stacy Bragger. 

The Honourable Stacy Bragger 

Could the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby please advise whether consideration is being given to 
Falkland Islands Government (FIG) adopting a local content policy for its procurement 
requirements? 

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members the simple answer is yes. FIG has had discussions with 
the Chamber of Commerce about plans to adopt a local content policy for its procurement 
requirements; our Government is reviewing this and will bring forward a proposal to 
Executive Council during the course of this financial year. 

The Honourable Stacy Bragger   

Thank you, Mr Speaker, I like to thank the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby for his response and 
that’s good news. I think, we are all aware of the substantial capital program FIG are 
undertaking and I think we have encouraged the oil industry to adopt a local content policy 
in previous campaigns. So I think it’s more than appropriate that FIG do the same thing. 
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The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members I agree entirely with my Honourable Colleague that it is 
only right and proper that the Government do.  He’s referred to be a large amount of 
money allocated to a capital program and certainly we hope that that contents policy will be 
in place very soon. It’s not just the capital works that we care about, like the Port, but it’s 
also the money are paid to partnership which was with Morrison’s now RSK, again there is a 
significant amount of money and we need to make sure all local companies benefit. 

Clerk of the Assembly  

Questions Without Notice  

The Honourable Ian Hansen  

Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I apologise for putting this on the agenda, this question only 
really came to my attention after the closing date for oral submissions. 

During the last month, the FIGAS Fire appliance has been out of service a couple of times on 
cold days. One day was completely lost, as a flying day and another day there was a several 
hour delay. I would like to ask the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby please to inform this House 
what backup procedures would be in place if this applied to develop a more serious fault, 
for instance can other appliances within the service be used?  

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. The two recent technical issues my colleague refers to 
on the airport fire appliances were caused by a cold soaked battery and an inoperative 
starter motor on the pumping system, new batteries have been sourced and the starter 
motor has been serviced.  

FIGAS seeks obviously to minimize any delay, but does have constraints to the level of 
resilience available for these backup procedures. Stanley Airport is a certified airport and 
must comply with National and International Regulations. These Regulations require the 
amount of foam concentrate provided on the vehicle to be sufficient to produce at least 2 
shots of water/foam solution.  The airport has a Category 3 fire appliance that meets this 
requirement, but people will be aware it has no reserve capacity, there isn’t a second 
appliance waiting in the wings to cover such eventualities.  

The new camp fire appliances are not available to serve as backup, as they were designed to 
meet regulations for uncertified aerodromes and do not fully meet regulatory requirements 
to be used on certified airports. FIGAS continues to explore options that may eliminate 
further services. Mr Speaker, the obvious solution is to buy a second fire tender for the 
airport, but that is hugely expensive as Members will know, and I think we lost the 
opportunity when we bought a new tender for the town fire service, that we didn’t work to 
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ensure it had dual functionality that is could be used in town, but also, could be used as a 
backup for the appropriate requirement of foam distribution at the airport. I’m assured that 
that would have been possible, but might have been a bit more difficult, and I think that we 
need to work towards ensuring that we have that capacity in both of our fire systems and 
we don’t have to have a second one purchased just to sit in a hanger or something at the 
airport waiting on the off chance that the other one breaks down. 

The Honourable Ian Hansen  

Thank you, Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby for that reply and it certainly 
makes it clear as to what the appliances can be used for, where and when and all the 
reasons, I’m sure people will be a lot less confused.   

The Honourable Roger Edwards  

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members I thank the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby for his response. 
Would he not agree with me that it is a bit of an oversight, I know we have two fire engines 
purchased recently, one was completely unusable and is now tucked away in a car park 
somewhere, and now you tell us that the current one that is under construction or might 
even be here now, I think it is here now, I saw it the other day so must be here, is a bit short 
sighted to not to have had this foam capability built into it. 

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  

I totally agree with my Honourable Colleague and I think he was on the Assembly as I as was 
when we talked about this and we were reassured that it was not possible to make a fire 
tender work for both the town requirements and for the airport requirements. I am now 
assured that that might have been possible and it is easy to look back, but I think what is 
important is we take forward this lesson and say if we are going to have a reserve capacity 
for the airfield, surely, we have to look at dual functionality. I know that the Director of 
Commercial Services has that on their list, how we can make sure that that is the case, if and 
when we buy another tender.  

Mr Speaker 

Does any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question? 

The Honourable Leona Roberts 

Thank you Mr Speaker and thank my Honourable Colleagues for raising this. The Portfolio 
holder for Fire and Rescue, it’s interesting to have heard this conversation because the 
discussion about a dual-purpose fire tender obviously happened in the last Assembly and 
not this one so I wasn’t actually aware of that, I must admit. It does seem a strange situation 
and they are two distinctly separate sections at the moments and I’m sure there are reasons 
for that but I hope when the Director of Commercial Services is exploring this that these 
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facts will come out and the conversation will happen with my Portfolio.   Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. 

Mr Speaker 

Does any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question? No. 

Clerk of the Assembly  

Motions  

Motion number 8 of 2020 by the Honourable Roger Edwards. 

That this House accepts the response from the Governor (in Council) on the report of the 
Public Accounts Committee, Follow Up Report Plant & Vehicle, 2nd Follow Up of the 21st 
November 2019.  

The Honourable Roger Edwards  

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members the Public Accounts Committee letter follow up reports 
of the 21st November 2019 requested a date is confirmed for the implementation of the 
report recommendation 2.1.  

The Follow up report item 2.1 has been noted by the Public Accounts Committee as not 
implemented.  

It should be noted that the second follow up report has now categorized that item as not 
applicable, and therefore there is no requirement for implementation under the audit 
report.  However, the removal of requirement for implementation on the audit report does 
not mean that the issue will not continue to be actioned. In the short term the risk has been 
accepted by the Falkland Islands Government and there is an acknowledgement from 
officers that further work are needed.  

There is currently a legal requirement for anyone operating plant on the public highway to 
have a category G licence. All plant operators within the Falkland Islands Government do 
have category G licences and are assessed for competence by their senior line managers. In 
most cases this is Section Foreman or Head of Service who themselves have considerable 
experience in plant operating.  

In the longer term the review of plant operator competency is to be included within the 
health and safety review process. Competency and training are contained within section 4 
of the proposed new Health and Safety policy which is due for consideration by the 
Executive Council in September 2020.  

The policy needs to be approved before a detailed plan, including dates, can be confirmed. 
Following consultation with Corporate Management Team and a wider Falkland Islands 
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Government consultation underway a report will now be submitted to Executive Council in 
November 2020. 

The Honourable Stacy Bragger 

I second the Motion  

Mr Speaker 

Does any Member wish to speak to the Motion?  No. 

The Motion before the House is that this House accepts the response from the Governor (in 
Council) on the report of the Public Accounts Committee follow up Report Plant and Vehicle 
2nd follow up of the 21st November 2019.  

Is there any objection to passing that Motion?  There is no objection, that Motion is carried. 

Clerk of the Assembly  

Portfolio Reports  

The Honourable Ian Hansen 

Thank you, Mr Speaker, Honourable Members this report will update this House on the 
work of the Health and Social Services Department covering the range of work and planning 
for future projects as at August 2020. 

I will begin by talking about visiting Specialists, all of these were postponed from early 
March due to Covid-19.  However, all visiting specialists have been contacted to review their 
availability and existing NHS/other commitments and to discuss the possibilities for 
rescheduling.  Some specialists are able to undertake remote consultation by phone or 
Skype and, where possible, this is being pursued.  Work is on-going to review arrangements 
for the future as reported at the Senior Pandemic Management Group on 26 August.  A 
more detailed update will be produced at the end of September. 

There has been a lot of change within Social Services over recent months and this has 
included staff.  The new Team Manager arrived in June 2020 with his partner and following 
his quarantine period he has joined the team and settled in well.  We have also appointed a 
social work assistant to support the service, however a post remains empty and is again 
being advertised. 

The Welfare Review remains on-going, despite it being delayed due to Covid-19.  A project 
team, chaired by the Director of Health & Social Services, has been established to move this 
work forward. 

Social Services continue to work in conjunction with partner agencies and this has been 
successful in the emergence of new services for the community such as; 
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• Early Help Service (now implemented and provided by a Social Work Assistant) 

• Supported Living Service (still in development with partner agencies) 

• Sit Up Service (now implemented) 

In addition, Social Services now have a property within Stanley that can be used for a variety 
of different services and will be accessible to the community.  It is hoped that during the 
coming months this property will become a ‘Community Hub’ to offer information and 
advice to young people, families and adults alike who require additional support.   

Discussions have taken place with a variety of agencies to look at ways to best utilise this 
property as it will become a multi-agency hub for the community.    

The Young Peoples Service continues to deal with various issues and ideas are being 
discussed for a Leaving Care Service to help support our young people leaving care.  This will 
ensure a smooth transition from residential care to independent living with a reduction on 
the amount of pressure placed on other services as there has been in the past such as 
Health, RFIP and CPN services. 

In regards to Looked after Children we were on the point of convening a Fostering Panel at 
which we had hoped to pass two more foster carers to join the existing carers however, 
Covid-19 meant that this process was stalled due to the pandemic.  It is hoped that we can 
continue with this process now that the Islands are returning to a more normal way of life. 

Going forward, this year is a year of change and development for the service and it is hoped 
that by implementing these changes this will create a more accessible, inclusive and 
supportive service for those members of our community who require support.  

I have already touched on the Orthodontic Service so I won’t repeat that.  A few more 
miscellaneous pieces. 

Once again, due to Covid-19, plans for a visiting team from Patient Source, due in May, have 
been deferred.  However, we continue to work with Patient Source on developing the 
system further and hold bi-weekly Skype meetings.  Significant progress has been made on 
the prescribing module, which had been subject to a number of issues and delays; some 
Covid-19 related and some of a technical nature.  A work plan has been agreed with Patient 
Source through until September, when a revised implementation plan will be agreed. 

Tussac House – Groundwork’s are complete and PWD are leading on discussions with 
contractors for the building construction phase. 

The Director Health and Social Services is planning to establish a commissioning team to 
develop the detailed operational policies, staffing requirements, equipment schedules etc. 
which will be required. 
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Moving onto works planned at KEMH were also deferred due to Covid-19.  This included 
relocation and re-provision of the audiology department, the creation of a mammography 
suite, repositioning of the plaster room and preparing work for the CT scanner.  I am 
pleased to report that work has commenced on the first phases of this work and visitors to 
the hospital will see work underway.  Some of this will mean temporary closures of parts of 
the building, temporary relocation of some staff and departments etc. so the hospital staff 
asks you to please bear with them as the works progress.  Building work for the audiology 
and mammography department is complete, with some equipment and air conditioning for 
the mammography suite still to be installed.  The room for the CT scanner is under 
construction. 

It is envisaged that the audiology room will be ready for use in November.  The 
mammography suite should be completed by the end of October/beginning of November.  
Construction of the room for the CT scanner is planned for completion by November.  The 
installation of the CT scanner itself is planned for March/April next year which will tie in with 
the new major electrical supply installation for the hospital.  The scanner is planned to be 
commissioned for use in June 2021. 

Finally, Mr Speaker, more staff is becoming familiar with the Quality Management System – 
Q-Pulse – as, until recently, regular training sessions have been provided.  

An Incident Management Group was set up in February 2020 in order to review the current 
Accident/Incident Reporting Policy and investigation process.  This Group has continued to 
meet over the last period. 

For the period 1 January – 30 June 2020 a total of 45 incidents were reported. 

Mr Speaker, that ends my monthly report. 

Mr Speaker 

Does any Member wish to raise a question or comment on that Portfolio report? 

The Honourable Roger Spink 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I’d like to thank my colleague for his comprehensive 
report, I would like to just thank the staff in the KEMH despite the great  pressures they 
have been under, for the enormous amount of work that they have done on Covid, but 
despite that we have managed to press on with the alterations in the Hospital, and that has 
caused a lot of disruption working there, but it is really pleasing that we are getting on with 
that work despite the Covid pandemic and I would like to thank them all for their assistance 
in making that happen. 
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The Honourable Leona Roberts 

Thank you, Mr Speaker, Yes, I concur with what my Honourable Colleague said with thanks 
being due to the Medical Service and for everything they have done recently and in 
particularly trying situations. 

I would particularly like to highlight the comments about the Social Work Department and 
say how much I welcome the Early Help Services being introduced and the improvements to 
the services to help young people as they transition into life. I do have one question, the 
Welfare Review is something quite dear to my heart, and I’m glad to hear that work is 
progressing but is there any time scale set for completion of this work?  

The Honourable Ian Hansen  

I thank my Honourable colleagues for their comments and their thanks to the staff, as to the 
Welfare Review, I haven’t got a time scale in front of me and I can definitely make a note 
and find out this afternoon from the Director of Health and feed that information back.  

The Honourable Stacy Bragger  

I’m glad that there is good progress being made on the Mental Health Action Plan, can the 
Honourable Ian Hansen just confirm if the actual Mental Health Strategy is being brought 
forward in the next couple of months. 

The Honourable Ian Hansen 

I thank the Honourable Stacy Bragger for that question. No, it wasn’t covered in the report, 
yes, certainly good progress has been made as was discussed at the last HMSC, and the 
strategy is moving on and again I don’t have a time scale with me at the moment, but I’m 
sure we will have a report on that, and it is getting closer to fruition and we should have 
more at the next HMSC.  

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 

Mr Speaker, just to pick up on what the Honourable Stacy Bragger said and again it is an 
important issue as to how we address Mental Health in our community, and I’m pleased to 
see that that is being brought forward. I am also pleased to see that the Health and Safety 
work that you referred to earlier on in the meeting via the Falkland Islands Government will 
incorporate a significant amount of work on how to address people’s mental health 
problems within the work place, because that is hugely important and I think Covid in the 
UK has shown how important those facilities are. So, I look forward to seeing that work 
coming forward.  
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The Honourable Mark Pollard  

Mr Speaker, on the Welfare Review, I did ask a question at the last Assembly, so there 
should be a response from my Honourable Colleague on the record from the last Assembly 
on the Welfare Review and when it is expected to implemented, so perhaps he can 
reference back to that. 

The Honourable Ian Hansen 

I thank the Honourable Member for that; I don’t recall having been given that task or action 
to find that out for the last Assembly.  

Clerk of the Assembly 

Question 16 of 2020, you reported on last month, page 32 of the Record. 

The Honourable Ian Hansen 

Mr Speaker, I believe that the answer I gave to the Honourable Mark Pollard at the last 
Assembly, is still the case at the moment, I’m sure that nothing has changed so the 
implementation could take another 3-6 months and the MLAs should be provided with a 
report in September. 

Mr Speaker 

The Honourable Mark Pollard, are you satisfied with that? 

The Honourable Mark Pollard 

Yes, thank you Mr Speaker.   

Mr Speaker 

Does any other Member wish to raise a question?  No. 

Clerk of the Assembly 

Portfolio report from the Honourable Leona Roberts 

The Honourable Leona Roberts 

Thank you, Mr Speaker, so my Colleague just delivered a lovely concise portfolio report.  I 
would love to say that I would be doing the same, but mine is quite a number of pages. 

I would very much like to thank my Director and Head of Sections for preparing this, a lot 
has been going on across the portfolio and I think it is right that we report it and get it on 
record.  
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Royal Falkland Islands Police: The Royal Falkland Islands Police (RFIP) have continued to 
deliver against the recommendations from the last independent inspection, and good 
progress is being made. A public survey was recently completed, the first since 2012. It 
highlighted some positives, including survey responses from contractors at MPC thereby 
showing the impact the RFIP surgeries at MPC have had. It also demonstrated that there are 
still some aspects to be improved; the Force is aware of this and is working to further 
improve and to fully embed the ethos of community policing and have developed a strategy 
to underpin this.  

Policing activity has continued to focus on the benefits of multi-agency working, being 
intelligence-led and safeguarding.   

Activities include: 

• A risk-assessed evidence base to identify strategic threats and risks to ensure policing 
activity is focused on high risk areas  

• Attendance at community events in Stanley and Camp and additional Camp visits 
• National Intelligence Model based meetings to support tasking of officers 
• Intelligence meetings with JSPSU and Customs and Immigration 
• Dedicated school officers 
• A dedicated Licensing Officer 
• Victims Charter to ensure victims are at the heart of service delivery and are 

appropriately supported through any process 
• Overseas collaboration with other Police Forces in the UK along with the National Police 

Coordination Centre and other Overseas Territories  
• The introduction of the role of an intelligence and cyber-crime officer 
• Presence at commercial flights  
• Introduction of “What 3 Words” app to assist in locating individuals needing assistance  

Great efforts have been put in place in respect of children and potential sexual exploitation. 
A dedicated Multi-Agency Safeguarding officer - a police officer based within social services - 
has proved a real success.  A cross-government working group has been established chaired 
by the Chief of Police; this group reports regularly to the Children’s Safeguarding Board. 
Work that has been delivered through this group includes joint work with the clinical 
psychologist and FICS involving a number of direct inputs to students during PSHE sessions. 
These have included what sexual exploitation looks like, issues on consent, sexting and peer 
pressure. Additionally, a professional pack has been developed to provide an insight for a 
range of professionals to help people be aware of the tell-tale signs of child sexual 
exploitation.    

RFIP continues to seek to recruit a diverse workforce and there continues to be an increase 
in local officers and also additional reserve officers have been recruited; this is a real 
positive for the Force. The Force took on two work experience youngsters who are now 
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both reserve constables. Additionally, through the International Police Adviser it has been 
possible to make links with a UK force to support a young Islander to gain some policing 
exposure in the UK.   

The Chief Police Officer is remaining for a further period and this provides additional 
stability for the Force; Inspector Barry Thacker has now been appointed and he has a wealth 
of experience in partnership working. 

Training and continuous professional development continues; the Force now has a UK 
trained and accredited firearms and Taser instructor reducing the need for on-going 
overseas training for the operational team. This instructor has been requested to support 
another Overseas Territory to deliver firearms capability; again, a real positive for the Force 
and for the Falklands. Additional training has also been delivered locally for Achieving Best 
Evidence video interviews along with interview skills training, sexual offences and drugs 
identification and awareness. Furthermore, overseas training has been undertaken with 
other Overseas Territories for child sexual abuse and also cyber and high tech crime 
investigation.   

A career pathway has been developed to enable local officers to specialise or to gain the 
skills required for promotion. The effectiveness of this has already been seen with the 
dedicated intelligence and cyber-crime officer role. 

The Overseas Territories Regional Crime and Intelligence System are now within RFIP and 
there is an incremental plan to convert historical records and to gradually introduce it for all 
records. As with all significant business change initiatives it takes time to embed and to 
adapt to new ways of working and this of course, hasn’t been helped with Covid-19 and 
virtual training, but it undoubtedly is a major positive change for the Force and part of its 
modernisation.  

Other investment has seen new Achieving Best Evidence audio visual recording equipment 
and improved Crime Scene Investigation capabilities. 

RFIP have dealt with a vast array of offences and recent cases demonstrate the range of 
offences that the Force faces on a regular basis for which we have to be prepared. It 
remains a challenge that despite its size it has to be able to operate as a community police 
service whilst being prepared for any major or complex incident or enquiry; something 
unique to small island settings. 

Finally, the Force has supported our Covid response conducting additional welfare checks to 
ensure compliance with the quarantine regulations as well as investigating alleged breaches 
of quarantine. 

Her Majesty’s Prison - The Prison service has faced some challenges during this Covid 
period, having to manage additional protective health measures and visiting regimes to 
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protect the population. This saw some innovative working including use of Skype visits, 
which have proved such a success that they are continuing as part of routine business.   

The prison has seen a steadily increasing population since 2008 and this shows no signs of 
abating. This increase in prison population has led to some staffing challenges. A real 
success to celebrate, however, is that of the prison polytunnel initiative. This project 
provided an opportunity to give back and produce was provided to the community. The 
project was enthusiastically supported by staff and prisoners alike and was a success all 
round.   

The Fire and Rescue Service continues to be proactive in terms of both recruitment and 
operational output. The service has maintained 40 retained staff, showing the positive light 
in which the service is seen. 

The service continues to undertake FREC (First Response & Emergency Care) and first aid 
training and this have been well received. Of particular note was an occupation specific 
course which was delivered to the KEMH ambulance and casualty staff just prior to Covid 
work place restrictions being introduced. Furthermore, during the initial Covid response the 
service provided support to the ambulance team and provided additional trained drivers to 
increase capacity.  

The Fire Service continues to undertake all routine business including Camp visits and 
recently these have included providing CPR training to residents at Goose Green, Walker 
Creek and North Arm. Fire safety risk assessments have been undertaken and together with 
the Planning Officer a great deal of work has been done to improve safety aspects and 
training has been delivered to fire wardens.  

The new fire tender has arrived in this reporting period and replaces the 23 year old Dennis 
appliance. This addition to the fleet is most welcome and I am sure will be a key asset for 
many years to come.  

There have been recent staff changes within the service with Vicky Collier departing for 
pastures new; I would like to thank her for her commitment both to the fire service 
generally and during the Covid response to the volunteer scheme. 

Overseas training has been undertaken in areas such as Hazmat, fire investigation and fire 
safety management and this continues to ensure the currency of the fire service. 
Unfortunately, other courses were postponed due to Covid restrictions, but these will be re-
scheduled when appropriate.   

From 1st January to 20th August, the service responded to 98 requests for assistance 
ranging from the gorse fire near Sure through to road traffic collisions, unexploded 
ordinance and a fire at Rincon Grand, as well as Covid support to KEMH mentioned 
previously. 
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In relation to the Sea Rescue Unit, accredited training has been booked, but unfortunately 
had to be postponed due to Covid. All necessary PPE has been purchased from within 
existing budget and the service, once available, will operate from existing resources and call 
out arrangements thereby enhancing the range of rescue services available.   

Falkland Islands Defence Force (FIDF): The FIDF has seen a period of significant investment 
and continues to receive and integrate new equipment into the Force. Improvements have 
been made to the Rookery Bay range with the inclusion of electronic targets, modernising 
the facilities and enabling it to be used by RFIP. 

Building on capacity there was a recent recruitment campaign, this saw four new recruits 
successfully complete initial training, despite delays caused by Covid.   

Planning is underway to expose more experienced members to UK military training courses; 
this will build a strong knowledge base going forward and is part of effective leadership 
development for the Force.   

The relationship with BFSAI continues to deepen and strengthen and the RIC frequently 
work with the FIDF. There has been an increased level of routine training and joint exercises 
including FIDF participation in a live exercise on Onion Range and a joint capability exercise 
took place in early 2020.  

The Customs and Immigration Service now has a stable workforce with support from casual 
officers when needed and an Administration Clerk will soon be joining the team, which will 
be a welcome addition.  

Last November saw the start of the Sao Paulo flight, this placed increased demand on the 
service along with the approximately 74,000 cruise ship visitors and the service relied quite 
heavily on its casual workforce whose contribution is worthy of note. 

In December 2019, the electronic Customs Reporting and Clearance system, which had been 
successfully trialled with approximately 18 fishing vessels, was extended to the majority of 
commercial shipping (excluding yachts and cruise ships).  Overall it has been operating well 
and feedback from industry is positive, there are some minor administrative amendments 
required, but it is a success. A review of the arrangements is currently underway and this 
will be presented to ExCo in the near future.  

In early February 2020 all of our exporters of fish and meat products to the European Union 
were successfully enrolled to the EU’s Registered Exporters System.  This system allows our 
exporters to self-certify the Falkland Islands’ origin of their products, thereby removing the 
need for Customs and Immigration to deal with the consignments. The transition phase 
worked well and no exporters experienced any difficulties transferring to the new EU 
exports reporting system.  Another success for the department. 
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From approximately mid-March the constantly evolving Covid situation has of course 
impacted on the Customs and Immigration Service, as it has on all FIG services. It has 
brought numerous additional challenges and demands, and a need for different approaches 
to be taken in regard to how required services could continue to be provided. For a period, 
it also meant there was a reduction in demand for some of the general services, such as 
passport services and work permits.  However, by nature the currently Covid-free status and 
corresponding relaxation of restrictions the demand for relevant services is now increasing 
again. 

It may be considered that Covid would have reduced demand, however, the suspension of 
the LATAM flights created an additional burden in relation to repatriation and visa waiver 
requirements. Additionally, the visitor restrictions and work to ensure that foreign nationals 
do not get effectively stranded in the Falklands has added significantly to the workload.  

Since the last portfolio report in October 2019: 

• 1,117 primary work permits have been issued 
• 37 PRP primary applications have been received (this number excludes dependents); 

25 have been issued along with 3 permanent right to remain PRP  
• 15 applications for Falkland Islands Status, 6 for Naturalisation as British Overseas 

Territories citizenship and 2 referrals to the Home Officer for British citizenship have 
also been processed 

• 235 applications for British passports were received and forwarded to the UKPA for 
processing 

• 58 Biometric transactions were completed in respect of visa nationals making 
applications for UK visas and due to Covid travel restrictions the service has also 
facilitated the acquisition of 41 UK visa waivers 

The Service’s total accrued revenue for last financial year was marginally exceeded.  
Passenger Levy revenue was very healthy by virtue of the yet again record cruise vessels 
season experienced last summer, however because of the Covid-19 situation it will be a very 
much different picture  in respect of the forthcoming season.  Embarkation Tax revenue was 
of course also affected by the on-going suspension of the LATAM flights and visitor 
restrictions. 

In this reporting period there have been policy changes approved in respect of PRP; quotas, 
points and the schedule, and work continues on the development of the Regulations to 
implement the Immigration (Amendment) Ordinance 2017.  There has also been significant 
input into the on-going development and revision of Maritime legislation as well as Covid 
Quarantine Regulations.    
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The portfolio of Director Emergency Services and Island Security (DESIS) is extensive and will 
be increasing with the addition of responsibility for Maritime with effect from 1st 
September.  That will mean that this portfolio report in future will be longer. 

Outside of Covid as shown above there has been a significant amount achieved across the 
Directorate. For the DESIS, work has continued on Memorandum of Understandings (MOUs) 
with policing in the UK both national bodies and with Devon and Cornwall Constabulary.  

The security arrangements were established for the second flight including the additional 
terminal access security requirements and the Approved Driver Scheme was put in place.  

Significant progress has been made in respect of Advanced Passenger Information, which 
the Customs and Immigration Programme Director is now leading on and a MOU is in 
development. 

In relation to Major Incident Planning, an Emergency Planning and Business Continuity 
Manager have been recruited and we are very fortunate to have Kate Cochrane (a Professor 
in Practice) as part of the team, and this has been especially true during this Covid response.  
The Major Incident Plan is currently under review; however the full review has been delayed 
somewhat due to responding to Covid.  

The DESIS and the team coordinated and led the Covid tactical response with energy and 
enthusiasm over an extended period. This involved the following activities: 

• Re-wrote the Infectious Disease Plan in three weeks 
• Detailed data modelling  
• Scenario modelling flexible framework for various Covid scenarios  
• Established the Command and Control structures and chairing the Tactical Response              

Group 
• Establishing the Strategic Pandemic Management Group, supporting it during the 

outbreak and chairing it during the current status 
• Established strong and effective relationships with BFSAI, delivering successful 

planning outcomes 
• Planned and coordinated the table top exercise and Stanley Nightingale  
• Administered the essential travel scheme 
• Developed “socially connected physically protected” guidance 
• Informed sector specific guidance 
• Acted as subject matter experts to colleagues across FIG and partner agencies 
• Along with KEMH were the key receivers of new information, queries and concerns 
• Coordinated and supported development of Business Continuity Plans across FIG and 

collated same for key FIG contracts from external suppliers 
• Supported quarantine arrangements and key messaging and expectations around 

RFIP and their role in policing the regulations 
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• Managed, documented and resolved over 1300 decisions and action point. 
• The commencement of recovery work (led by Stephen Luxton) and the Community 

Impact Assessment. We are the only Overseas Territory that is developing a CIA at 
this time and Public Health England (PHE) has asked for us to share all relevant 
information as a lesson learning exercise. Our response rate and workshops 
attendance is considered a remarkable achievement by PHE.       

Moving now to the other arm of my portfolio, which is the Environment. 

Waste Management: Progress on implementing the Waste Management Strategy has been 
made in the last 12 months. Glass recycling continues to be received at 10 glass collection 
points around Stanley. To date, 53.83 tonnes of glass have been collected and are waiting 
crushing at the quarry. The collection of tins cans and other household metal products (such 
as tin-foil) started in June this year with a collection at kerbside.  

The Public Works Department is also working through their partner Ramboll to develop 
suitable technology options for an incinerator, landfill and civic collection site that meets 
standards above those in the Islands today.  

Stanley Common: The Management plan for Stanley Common is now being implemented 
and so far, there have been a number of small changes. Signs at Cape Pembroke will be in 
place in the coming months as well as small-scale infrastructure developments for visitors. 
This includes further car parking opportunities at Yorke Bay, signed paths to access the 
beach and walks through the hills as well as accompanying information boards. Work on 
invasive species management on Stanley Common has also been on-going with the 
management of cats, rodents and weeds. An awareness raising campaign for dog owners 
has also increased understanding of responsible dog ownership and together with this; bins 
are in the process of being provided in key places around the common as well. 

Biodiversity and Conservation of Wildlife and Nature Legislation: Consideration is now being 
given to the need to start work on policy development for revising the Conservation of 
Wildlife and Nature Ordinance 1999. This is following a review undertaken last year of the 
Conservation Ordinance and related Ordinances. This is a fantastic opportunity for the 
Falkland Islands to ensure we remain international best practice and for looking after our 
natural environment. 

Following the last update, the Countryside Code has now been updated and is available 
from key places in leaflet form. A poster is being created as well.  

Internal Biosecurity and Wildlife Diseases: Internal biosecurity is improving around the 
islands thanks to the collaboration between land-owners and FIG. A wildlife disease “scare” 
in February, when large numbers of Gentoo Penguin Chicks were found dead served as a 
testament to the new Wildlife Disease protocol and this collaboration. The cause was 
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fortunately not a disease, but rather starvation; however, to equip landowners, additional 
footbaths were sent out to all visited wildlife sites. 

Pollution: Members will next week receive a briefing about pollution prevention and control 
in the Falkland Islands. Pollution prevention and control addresses the needs for ensuring 
that we do not unnecessarily harm our environment particularly in light of the new waste 
management technologies, a new power station and future oil development in the Falkland 
Islands. 

In line with pollution monitoring, environmental monitoring on the Islands has also 
improved with regular monitoring of pollutants in Stanley Harbour, which Members were 
briefed on earlier in the month. 

COVID-19: Covid-19 has regrettably had an impact on project delivery for the environment. 
Several of last year’s Environmental Studies Budget projects funded by the Environment 
Unit have run longer than scheduled. The full environmental consequences of Covid-19 in 
the Falkland Islands will be monitored in the coming months. 

Events: Despite Covid-19, we have celebrated a number of international events together 
with partners outside of FIG. The 19th of June marked the first World Albatross Day, and in 
February we celebrated FIG’s Women in Science as part of the international UN day of 
Women and Girls in Science. 

Environment Department: Capacity in the FIG Environment Unit has increased in the past 
few months with the addition of an Environmental Assistant. Following approval to create 
an Environmental Department earlier this year, the recruitment for a Head of Environment 
is now in its final stages.  

Additional resources will allow for increased focus on completion of an Environmental 
Strategy which has been delayed due to Covid-19. The environmental strategy when 
complete will set out a vision for the future of the Falkland Islands environment.  

Thank you for your patience, that was a very lengthy report, but I again I would give thanks 
to my Directors, Heads of Sections and all the staff within those sections for all the good 
work they continue to do.  Thank you very much Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker 

Does any Honourable Member wish to raise a question or comment on that report? 

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 

Thank you, Mr Speaker, I’d like to thank my Honourable Colleague not least for taking on 
board a very lengthy portfolio report, but there is some very great news in there as well and 
we don’t want it to pass probably unnoticed, the significant change of movement of our 
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Maritime Agency from what was from Natural Resources to now a more regulatory function 
in the Department of Emergency Services and Island Security. There is a great opportunity in 
there and it is important to know the link with Natural Resources will remain, it is going to 
sit in a more regulatory place.  Day to day, it will be interesting to see just how much more 
work the section can take on and how many changes will be made.  

It’s great to hear the Head of the Environment has also been appointed and that wildlife 
legislation policy has been updated, it’s great to progress that work and again I’m very 
excited to see where that takes us and the Islands in making a collective vision for what 
place the environment has in the future of the Falklands. 

Mr Speaker 

Thank you, does any other Member wish to raise a question or comment? 

The Honourable Roger Spink 

I’d like to thank the Honourable Leona Roberts for her report; I’d just like to reiterate again 
the organization in the Covid response had been absolutely excellent, particularly from 
members of her portfolio and obviously others within Government as well. But I think it 
should go without notice that a great amount of work that they do in organizing the 
Government to face this issue. Thank you very much. 

The Honourable Leona Roberts 

I would like to say on behalf of those officers, thank you to The Honourable Roger Spink for 
recognizing that, it was an extraordinary achievement.  

Clerk of the Assembly 

Motion for Adjournment 

The Honourable Chief Executive  

Mr Speaker I beg to move that this House stands adjourned sine die. 

The Honourable Roger Edwards 

Honourable Members after the Honourable Leona Roberts’ lengthy briefing, half an hour, I 
will be very brief.  

This is a unique meeting, it’s our very first virtual meeting within the meaning of Overseas 
Territories (Constitutional Modification) Order 2020, and obviously we have had one minor 
short-fall this morning because in my Motion I did say that all Members present and 
participating and communicating with one another to hear and be heard, and to have access 
to all those documents. We were a little bit surprised by the lately written answer to an Oral 
question, so it’s something we can learn going forward. 
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The second point I would like to raise is that four weeks today we have a Referendum on the 
Single Constituency. I would urge people if they need to discuss this further, please do get in 
touch with any of the MLAs, I’m sure they would be more than happy to discuss and answer 
any problems or questions that people might have. I would urge people, and I’ve heard 
around Stanley that this is just a Camp problem and that’s not going to affect us, it affects 
the whole Islands, both the Camp and Stanley constituency. I would like to stress that above 
anything, and I would like to stress also that the results whether or not it is valid depends 
the on the people who vote, it doesn’t matter how many votes, if only four people vote and 
three of them vote for a single constituency it makes the transition from two constituencies 
to a single constituency valid. So please, turn out and vote so that we can satisfy the terms 
of this Referendum.  

The other thing that I have been picking up on is just recently is people complaining and 
bashing the Airbridge. I, for one, am very grateful, and very thankful. The fact that the 
Airbridge has managed to continue to fly between the UK and the Falkland Islands 
throughout this Covid pandemic, I would like to personally everyone involved in keeping 
that service going, it is absolutely essential for the support that our community and support 
of our Islands. I would like to thank them, so please think twice before you get on your 
Facebook and Playmates and bash the Airbridge, it is not on.  

The Honourable Mark Pollard  

Mr Speaker, Honourable Colleagues, I just want to touch on a couple of things, I mean just 
having returned from the UK and the impacts coronavirus in the UK, there is clearly visible 
effects of seeing shops boarded up, restaurants boarded up and there is obviously going to 
be a lot of non-visible effects as well.  It is very odd being in the UK at this time and having 
to do this quarantine on return isn’t a great amount of fun either. So, I would just like to 
people thinking of traveling overseas from the Falklands to consider using their time to take 
a holiday within the Falklands itself, if we can encourage to holiday domestically then it’s 
going to help businesses and it’s also going to avoid the fact you don’t have to quarantine 
on return. So, you cut that out completely by going to see some of our beautiful Islands. 

In terms of attending virtually, this is something we have fought incredibly hard for. It’s 
taken months to do and it had to go to the Queen’s Privy Council to be approved, this to me 
highlights the importance of carrying on updating our Constitution, with the adaption to our 
Constitution to be able to actual make laws.  There could have been a point during 
Coronavirus where we wouldn’t have been quorate and we wouldn’t have been able to 
make any legislation, we have planned a way around that but it’s taken months and a lot of 
hard work from different people and go to the Queen to be approved.  We need to carry on 
and get on with our Constitutional Review. It may sound odd, to some people but that’s 
how important it is, there was the possibility that we could have been completely blindsided 
really.   



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 27 August 2020 

35 

We were on the Airbridge that flew down south, almost to the Falklands and then went 
back up to Dakar. Then we had 12 hours in the Dakar Airport, it wasn’t a pleasant 
experience but I have written to CBF, to pass my thanks to the staff on the plane itself, but 
also to the Captain who told everyone what exactly was happening and why, an apologised 
profusely, not that it was his fault.  The RAF Liaison Officer in Dakar went above and beyond 
in my opinion, he was absolutely fantastic, and he kept us up to date all the time, kept us 
fed and watered and made a difficult position as easy as possible for us. So thanks to all 
those involved if any of them are listening. 

Finally, just on the Referendum, I am as I have already stated sitting in quarantine, certainly 
for another week, so if anyone does want to speak to me about it then please do, it will be a 
welcome respite from taking to myself.  

Thank you, Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 

The Honourable Roger Spink 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. Across the world in the last month I have watched the 
struggles by the people of Belarus for their democratic rights and it has been heartening to 
see how democratic and modern countries around the world believing in that fundamental 
freedom for people to choose their own leaders are lining up to support fair and free 
elections in that country.  

In Hong Kong the repression of the people by the Chinese Government has rightly caused 
concern and support for the people of Hong Kong from around the free world.  

The current Argentine Government having achieved one of the highest rates in Bloomberg’s 
Misery index which measures tallies of inflation and unemployment finds itself in a position 
where it once again feels the need to divert attention by pushing their erroneous claims and 
to intimidate and cow the Falklands people. History has taught us there is only one way to 
respond to such threats and that the effect of their actions is entirely counterproductive. 
We have in the past and will in the future continue to flourish as a free and democratic 
society. 

We participate in the United Nations C24 both to champion our fundamental human right to 
self-determination, as ratified by the Charter of the United Nations, as well as to rebut any 
erroneous claims about our sovereignty, which come from a place of colonial ambition and 
which the C24 actively seeks to address. In 2019, at the UN C24, I said to the Argentine 
representatives to stop behaving like an envious and greedy colonial power wishing to 
conquer and subjugate the People of the Falkland Islands and start behaving like 21st 
century member of the world community respecting democratic rights and living and 
working in harmony with your neighbours. 
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We are peaceful and constructive neighbours, in allowing the ICRC work on the remains of 
Argentine servicemen at the cemetery in the Falklands and the subsequently family visits 
together with the assistance with the search for the tragically lost submarine the Sun Juan 
meant people on both sides looked past their differences at the human compassion and 
decency that is present in everyone.  

Sadly, the recent failure to allow a repatriation flight for the seafarers, who the UN 
Secretary General had called on Governments during the Covid crisis to work together to 
make their crew changes happen in safety calls into question the humanitarian standards 
the current Argentine Government hold.  

Thank you very much. 

 The Honourable Stacy Bragger 

Thank you, Mr Speaker, just like to congratulate my colleagues MLA Pollard and MLA 
Barkman for making history and by becoming the first Members to attend virtually, what a 
milestone.  

I’d like to begin by saying congratulations to our Year 11 students for their GCSE results that 
were announced last week, they were really excellent results, and I think they should each 
feel proud of they have achieved despite the challenges that have been thrown at them this 
year. Unfortunately, the end of their time at FICS hasn’t gone how they planned or hoped 
for, but I think they should be commended for responding in the way they have, and really 
knuckling down and achieving excellent results. I look forward to hearing about all of their 
achievements in the future whatever road they decide to go down, and wish them all the 
very best for the future.   

Our students will surely begin their studies again in the UK at the Further and Higher 
Education levels, this is obviously a very worrying time for students to be returning to study 
in the UK during the Covid-19 pandemic, although the number of cases Is falling, but there is 
still a risk. We held last week a very useful meeting with the Education Department and 
parents and family members and students to discuss concerns about if the establishments 
students are studying at have some sort of outbreak of Covid or some explained symptoms, 
and they are forced to leave the College or University at short notice. So it was very useful 
to have that discussion and we’ve taken that on board and arrangements have been put in 
place with the Department and the Director have put in a lot of work to put measures in 
place to assist and support our students at this time, and I believe information has been 
circulated over the last couple of days to families about that.  

I’d like to say MLA Spink and I recently attended a meeting last week hosted by the Chamber 
of Commerce and FIDC on the results of the Business Climate Survey that was held recently. 
One subject that was discussed at the meeting was the Chamber’s influence on the 
Government and the economy, and how we may have the odd disagreement and the 
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exchange of views with the business community and the Chamber. In particular we value 
our partnership work with them as we continue thing such as our capital program trying to 
indeed respond to results on the Business Climate Survey and remove some of the obstacles 
that may exist.  

I believe that the work done to respond to the challenges caused by the Covid-19 pandemic 
to the business community has shown the value of having a collective voice from the 
business community in terms of having a discussion with FIG about the economic support 
measures that were put in place, it will really demonstrate the value of businesses being 
part of the trade body such as the Chamber, Tourism Association and the Rural Business 
Association.  I really encourage anyone who is in one of those groups to get involved, I think 
it really does add some weight in terms of the business community’s dialogue with 
Government.  

I would just like to conclude my speech by speaking briefly about a personal matter; a few 
weeks ago, I was part of a group of 5 people who were assaulted in a totally unprovoked 
and indiscriminative attack by 3 drunken thugs, who were crewmen from the San Aspiring 
vessel employed by the Sanford Company. The attack has resulted in those 3 men’s recent 
imprisonment. I would like to just take this opportunity to thank the Royal Falkland Islands 
Police officers involved in apprehending the men on the night, and to those who carried out 
the investigation into the incident, and just to say that their professionalism throughout was 
greatly appreciated by myself and my friends. I would also like to thank the staff at Deano’s 
bar for the kindness after the incident.  

Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

The Honourable Ian Hansen 

Thank you, Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the Motion for 
Adjournment. 

I just have one item I would just like to briefly touch upon. Over the last few weeks I have 
been approached by a few people who were a bit concerned about the future of Acorns, 
because of course when Covid hit in March it was closed down because a lot of members 
were high risk and it hasn’t really got back up going again. But I would like to reassure 
people and I’m sure my Colleagues would agree, that it is a very important part of our 
community, to keep something like Acorns going.  

I would also like to take opportunity to thank Rose Toolan who has just recently retired, the 
amount of work she did for Acorns was phenomenal. She had been there for 8 years and 
just retired, she will be very much missed and wish her well for the future.  

I support the Motion. 
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The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 

Thank you, Mr Speaker, I’ll admit to this House although it is well known that I was not too 
happy to travel to London, where Covid-19 remains a threat. Central London at this time 
was an unusual and very unlikely experience. It was an important trip as Chief Executive 
candidates are not able to travel to the Islands and alongside this primary purpose it was an 
opportunity to have political meetings too. The programme was well packed by FIGO. 

We won’t travel to the UN C24 this year and as my Honourable Colleague Roger Spink 
outlined, there is more noise than previous years coming out from Argentina there is a need 
to reinforce what the modern Falklands truly is at every opportunity we have. While in 
London we had the opportunity to talk to UK political leaders and key civil servants, and we 
emphasised the need to take a firm, longer view at the rhetoric that Argentina propagates. 
We know their attitudes towards the Falklands change election on election, domestic crisis 
on domestic crisis, and this should be anticipated so UK Government are not always reacting 
on the back-foot to whatever the latest caterwauling is. We emphasised the need to not 
cherry-pick at the Joint Communique 2016. This is the road map and to me, not an optional 
one and withdrawal from it should have consequence. 

There are three new aggressive bills that take direct and indirect swipes at our freedom and 
human rights. They have written to EU member states to lobby against our trade interests 
too. This is atrocious. Constant and ridiculous frustrations that they cause are not a legacy 
we should be expected to pass on to our children and grandchildren.  

More constructively, the Honourable Mark Pollard and myself had a meeting with 
Portsmouth City Council, who are keen to build links with the Islands. Based on shared 
history but importantly future opportunity.  

We also raised in our meetings with UK politicians the importance of the Falkland Islands to 
the UK and the responsibilities and opportunities the UK has to promote the interests of the 
Islands. The UK Government is currently undertaking a strategic defence and policy review, 
the largest such exercise since the cold war, and the Falklands and our interests remain a 
primary part of Global Britain’s presence in the South Atlantic. This is by choice of the 
Islanders, and there is more to that relationship that can be explored in this review that 
covers environment, defence and foreign policy to name a few. 

I’m very aware of the curiosity of coming in live from my living room to Legislative Assembly. 
While the Assembly is quorate without the Honourable Mark Pollard and me in attendance I 
hope this has been a useful exercise to learn from as my Honourable Colleague Roger 
Edwards said. 

We are living in times when technology is truly coming into its own and connectivity of this 
kind may have many extra benefits to promote and more inclusive democracy, if we can 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 27 August 2020 

39 

keep up. Despite popular opinion, Members can be expected to be flexible and the role of 
an MLA can develop with the options that technology presents. 

Maybe we can achieve roles and responsibilities of MLAs which are more inclusive of the 
Camp life this way too. 

Picking up on the mention of the Referendum. Yes, this does affect the whole islands. Those 
who have an opinion are usually firm in it, and there is a divide in opinion. Everyone’s voice 
is valid and no one’s voice is the same. Not thinking it applies to you can even be an 
expression of not knowing what decision to make, what does it means for you. And if your 
votes in this, in the interest of all people you wanted to support, or whether you will be 
hung up to be one of the ‘dissenters’ like previous Referendum, by being against the 
majority view, by simply not knowing what is the right answer because there are many 
different connectivity to this. And I empathise.  

I’ll finish as I started – let’s stay connected.  

Thank you, Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 

Mr Speaker 

Thank you, does any other Member wish to speak?  Honourable Members and to our two 
virtual Honourable Members, that concludes the business for today, the House stands 
adjourned accordingly.  
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