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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly
Tuesday 09 June 2020

Prayers

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, please be seated.

Your Excellency, | invite you to address the AssBmb
His Excellency the Governor

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.

| am pleased to stand before you today to delilier Governor’'s Annual Address, which
comes as the third Budget of the current Legistafigsembly is put before the House.

In these unprecedented times, one cannot delivadT an address without taking note of the
acute global uncertainty and upheaval resultingnfrthe global COVID-19 pandemic.
Throughout the crisis this Government has respomdttdthe health and welfare of residents
as its key priority.

Going forward, the Government is determined naltow the pandemic to stand in the way
of the bold, ambitious social and economic develepinagenda of the Falkland Islands; nor
will it allow it to obscure the significant progeslready made in the term of the current
Legislative Assembly.

Indeed, the Budget being presented today is evalefndthe resolve of this Government to
overcome challenges that may present themselvéise idelivery of the Islands Plan and the
pursuit of long-term progress, health and wellbgogportunity and prosperity for the people
of the Falkland Islands.

My address today is an opportunity to highligh tsteady progress of these islands, the
solid foundations on which their future is builjdathe optimism that the Falklands has in
terms of fostering social and economic progressraer to improve the quality of life for all
residents.

Mr. Speaker, as the Government chart its coursarsvour future the need for financial
stability is, of course, ever more important. Thglbucareful financial management, and
despite the recent upheaval, the Government ismagageting an excess of income over
expenditure this year.

Corporation tax receipts from the fishing indusayd other businesses, sale of fishing
licences and income from investments, managed ropthe Consolidated Fund, continue
to represent the primary contribution to governnrerenues. Other sectors such as tourism,
agriculture and the retail and service sectors miade valuable contributions.
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Government finances remain in robust shape, fediby strong reserves and a prudent fiscal
approach to spending.

It is these reserves which have provided the Gowem the flexibility to not only invest in a
range of support measures to address the urgendts rifeFalkland Island residents and
businesses during the COVID-19 crisis, but alsertable further investment in our capital
and service delivery programmes.

This coming year - 2020/21 - will see an operatgget of £81.7 million and a transfer to
the Capital Equalization Fund of £29.1 million upport of Capital investments.

Mr. Speaker: the capacity of the Government to pdawal execute capital projects is
increasing. The projected capital expenditure falt¥#20 is £26 million compared to £23.3m
in the previous year: an increase of 11.5%.

At this point | would like to note the efforts ofioformer Financial Secretary, James Wilson
for his prudent and considered approach to finAmoeEnagement that helped contribute to
the strong financial position of the Falkland Islanl would also like to acknowledge his
work that resulted in providing local businesseseas to international banking facilities —
including card-based financial transactions — anolpening up the world of e-commerce.

Internationally, there have been many changes theecourse of the year. There is now a
newly elected Parliament in the United Kingdom, ala$er to our shores new Governments
in Argentina and Uruguay.

Changes resulting from Brexit may also affect theywn which the Falkland Islands trade
not only with Europe but also the world more brgadl

However, something that has not changed is thewsumb the government of the United
Kingdom for these Islands — including the defenté&osovereignty and the right to self-
determination. As pointed out by Prime MinisterriBoJohnson in his 2019 Christmas
address, UK support for the rights of Falkland ridiers to determine their own political
status is not going to change.

This ongoing support has been significantly enhdriiging the COVID-19 pandemic. The
additional support provided by the UK Governmens halped safeguard our community,
and | know | speak for all when | acknowledge ttattribution.

With respect to Brexit, | can assure you that tatklBnd Islands Government will continue
to work closely with the UK Government to ensurattthe interests of the Falkland Islands
are fully understood in the United Kingdom.

To that end this government will continue, whilsfeguarding our sovereignty, to develop
productive and constructive relationships with &oAimerica and across the globe to benefit
the community.

An excellent example of international outreach wags Assembly’s hosting of the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association Women’s €anice for the British Islands and
Mediterranean Region. Delegates came from Cyprulstalfar, Guernsey, Jersey, Malta,
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Scotland, St Helena, England and Wales. Invitatibad also been accepted by senators
from both Chile and Uruguay but business in thaitipments meant they could not attend.

The conference theme was challenging stereotypesatiendees heard in particular from
female leaders from the Falkland Islands and #vgperiences.

The Government has also been vigorously engagets iaverseas responsibilities - with
MLAs attending the C24 Committee meeting at the @MS, CPA events, engaging with
UKOTA and OCTA, and of course, supporting engaganwdth the UK and others on
Brexit.

Constructive relationships between countries arejumst about institutional engagement.
They are fundamentally about relationships betw@eople and with that in mind
humanitarian work has continued with Argentina.

Early in 2020 the Falkland Islands welcomed Mrsné&l Pelozo, the first person to agree to
DNA sampling for the Argentine Cemetery Humanitarg@roject. Mrs. Pelozo visited her
son’s grave for the first time in March, and | hapes provided a level of closure to Mrs.
Pelozo and her family.

The Humanitarian project started in 2017 and caoml$nto highlight the community’s
compassion and kindness across the world.

This last year has seen significant progress inymrahatives described in the Islands Plan.
A very active Public Diplomacy programme season aa@spleted. Delivered in partnership
with FCO, there have now been 32 inbound Publidddigcy missions since January 2018
with a total of 84 influencers visiting the Falkthfslands. Countries of origin included India,
Canada, Brazil, Chile, Uruguay, Argentina, Peru,, @Kd France.

November saw the inauguration of the Sao Pauloatkla&hds air route. This long-awaited
second commercial air link was already startindpadd in popularity before its temporary
suspension due to the pandemic. Its value for temamy is wide ranging, will prove
substantial, and we all look forward to its resumpt a later date.

Richard Hyslop took up his new role as the Falkl&sldnds Government Representative to
the UK and Europe in November, following the retient of Sukey Cameron after 30 years
of dedicated work as the Representative.

In furtherance of this Government's objective teseathe profile of the Falklands in the
United Kingdom, Richard and the wider FIGO teanvehbeen incredibly busy ensuring that
the interests of the Falkland Islands Governmerd #re Islands are heard in media,
parliament, elsewhere in the United Kingdom andobely

| have been especially pleased to see the focepnesenting the wider Island interests. This
includes highlighting tourism, promoting Falklansland products, and helping to secure
inward investment into the Islands. There is alswk on a Falkland Islander diaspora
network in the UK.

| must note the 50th anniversary of the SS Gre#hiBis return to Bristol from the Falkland
Islands. Alongside the Falkland Islands AssocigtllG have been working closely with the
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SS Great Britain Museum to create an outdoor pmapdgc exhibition telling the modern
Falkland Islands story — along with other suppagrewents.

The Government has also continued to work towaehgthening our commercial and social
relationships in South America and to that end @mernment has extended the full-time
Falkland Islands Adviser position for a further twears after a successful first year of
activity. The position, which is based in Montevagd@nproves our awareness of opportunity
and access to markets in the region and strengthereconomic and social ties.

This Budget remains committed to delivering a nundfenajor capital projects, with £29.07
million in new funds allocated in 2020-21, as pairta capital programme valued at £120
million between 2019 and 2024.

These investments include new housing developméms Tussac House long-term care
facility, and the King Edward Memorial Hospital ersion.

A new port is set to be the largest single develemnmn the five years up to 2024— moving
on the commitment set out in the Islands Plan.

After a rigorous procurement process, FIG annouripe@ebruary 2020 its intention to
contract BAM Nuttall Ltd to design and build therpoThe contract was signed in April.

This Budget includes provision for the design depeient work to begin in July, with
extensive local engagement with port users andavitier community including partners such
as the British Antarctic Survey and the Internaglofissociation of Antarctic Tour Operators.

Our Public Works Department continues to deliver commitment to upgrade the arterial
link to MPA. Another 4 miles of the MPA road hasshecompleted, and next season should
see an asphalt surface all the way to the souehddiéitzroy ridge.

Works have continued on the Camp roads and an anbiseason is planned for next
summer on both East and West Falklands.

The next phase of housing infrastructure developmahbegin in June and will deliver in
total over 100 additional serviced plots. The Gawegnt expects to develop around 40 plots,
with the rest released to the public.

The Falkland Islands Government housing projecBapper Hill is also progressing at pace
with 8 new houses and 14 more to follow. The ndvse of 50 houses will be tendered soon
after a slight delay.

Private Sector housing provision has grown at pacea sector that clearly needs extra
capacity.

The interim power station has been delivered wihited high-speed engines to support the
existing system. Detailed design of the new povatian is due to be completed by the end
of this year.
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In realising this plan, the Government is reaping benefits of work done to identify and
tackle resource constraints, such as workforce aodommodation. Our planning is
improved, and we have made significant investmienggjuipment and plant at the quarry.

Aviation Services have had another busy 12 morth&stment in the service continues,
with the avionics and engine replacement programess to completion and a new pilot
joining the team after finishing her training.

The first of two new aircraft is expected to behe islands around September — ready for the
new season with the second following in December.

FIGAS unveiled in March the colours of the new glanamed Sir Miles Clifford, in honour
of the Governor who was instrumental in its forrmatin 1948.

The capital programme recognises the need to strendinkages within Camp. The Public
Works Department has therefore, alongside the wamdgramme already mentioned,
embarked upon a five year programme of investmeripgrades to ramps and jetties at
various locations across the whole of the Falklistehds.

The Government continues to work with Sure to suppwch needed improvements to the
Camp network. A new VHF 2m Radio network is duebt completed by August and a
comprehensive national radio infrastructure surwegs carried out to inform future
investment decisions.

In addition to improving the quality of life for sglents in Camp, such investments have the
added benefit of improving the capacity and groefttourism businesses outside Stanley.

Agriculture remains of key importance not only bhe economy but also to society across the
entire Falkland Islands. Agriculture is so impottam the identity and the culture of the
Falkland Islands. As such the Government will and to support and help grow our
agricultural industry.

Last year | noted a buoyant market for our woolt Buthe last two months we have seen
how dramatically COVID-19 has collapsed global wdemand. | therefore commend the
Government for acting decisively in implementingvaol Producers Assistance Programme.
This generous government sponsored wool purchasgrggnme will provide revenue
replacement for wool producers in the Falklandndta at a time of great uncertainty in
global wool markets. In so doing it will help presethe ongoing viability of this important
sector.

In anticipation of the wool markets recovery, thalklands will continue to work with
partners to provide advice and support to farmers.

In the last two years the Farm Improvement Progranmas been reviewed, a Director of
Wool Innovation has been hired and the Falklandnid$ Development Corporation, the
Agricultural Service and other stakeholders corgitmwork together to provide support for
businesses in the light of challenging market coois.
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Work has also been undertaken in relation to ppéimon in international organisations and
forums that promote awareness and trade of agmrallcommodities, largely based around
the newly established relationship with the Intéioral Wool Textile Association.

Fisheries remains a backbone of our economy, apdrécularly important step was the
signing of an Accord between the Government and-tikland Islands Fishing Companies
Association.

The Accord delivers on a commitment made in thenids Plan for the Government to work
in partnership with fishing companies for a respogsmanaged fishery, underpinned by
improving understanding of the ecosystem.

The Government has also approved the opportunigadfy renewal of ITQ quota, enabling
longer term security for businesses.

The industry enjoyed a successful squid seasomrily 2020 - total catches of lllex squid
reached 62,000 tonnes, above the average in thd hsars. 30,000 tonnes of Loligo were
harvested as well and a second season is plannempdn at the end of July. The
government’s desire to protect the environment exadenced by the fact that seabird and
marine mammals’ bycatch were negligible, thankshe hard work put into mitigation
measures.

Although the effects of COVID 19 on overall demaedhain to be fully understood, prices
for squid remain reasonably buoyant.

Separately the Government will investigate whetmraculture of salmon in inshore waters
is feasible from an environmental, social, and ecaic perspective. It is understood that the
current proposal presented to the Government asvatry early stage and that we need, over
the next few years, to improve our understandinthefindustry before potentially deciding
on a commitment to proceed further.

The Government has recently updated and modermisedkey maritime legislation as it
works towards the external International Maritimgg&nization audit that the UK and her
associated Overseas Territories and Crown Deperagewd| undergo in September.

This long-term commitment started in 2015. The glegtion of a Maritime Authority in 2018
was a key element and the Government is now worldrgjrengthen it with implementation
of our ordinances and ensuring their consisterdreafment.

The Falklands successfully hosted and co-chairedRéd Ensign Group (REG) conference in
February which further validated our commitmentatb things maritime and raised our
international profile as a maritime centre in tloaith Atlantic.

The Government continues to work towards meetingiernational obligations as a Flag,
Coastal and Port State and in October this yeailitfinally commence with a locally-
developed and staffed Port State Control reginensure safety of foreign-flagged merchant
ships visiting our ports.
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Mr Speaker, the last year has been a rather turbwee in the oil industry. Since the
beginning of 2020, the global economic downturuitesy from COVID-19 has led to the oil

price declining sharply, and the Sea Lion projeas tbeen paused for the time being.
However, considerable work has been done in theaib@ent of Mineral Resources, and
across government, that will ensure that the Fatkléslands is fully prepared for such
development, when it makes economic sense for thggt to proceed, from a legal,

regulatory, fiscal and socio-economic perspective.

This work has been supported by the relevant slsiavithin the UK Government, and a
new approach to project management has been imieddio provide greater focus on the
essential elements required to deliver a well imied decision.

The technical and environmental work to inform thecessary applications for project
consent is already substantially complete and &sedvEnvironmental Impact Assessment
was accepted by Executive Council following pulslmsultation earlier in the year.

As further evidence of its commitment to sound plag, the Government also completed a
report on the Socio-Economic Impact of Oil and (sesselopment which also involved
looking at public infrastructure projects. This oejpthat was considered by ExCo in October
provided an encouraging assessment of the efféoggsoavth resulting from private sector
developments in the oil sector. In so doing thgore considered a wide range of issues
including not only oil development but also popigdatgrowth, national infrastructure and the
effects on the labour force in sectors such ascalgwre, fisheries and tourism, potential
social impacts, public revenues and both overdilipiand private sector employment.

In terms of overall economic development, the Gonent has continued to work with
businesses and key stakeholders such as the Falldiamds Development Corporation, the
Chamber of Commerce, the Falkland Island TourisarBand the Falkland Islands Tourism
Association, the Rural Business Association and Rhkland Islands Fishing Companies
Association to better inform its policies and omgpieconomic development policy
initiatives.

A significant initiative currently underway that Wigreatly assist in the economic
development of the Islands is a project in relatma Doppler LIDAR solution to help better
manage the Mount Pleasant airfield during and atdRotor wind events. This project, being
undertaken in conjunction with the Met Office, isetresult of a significant financial

commitment from this Government and this projedt saon proceed to the next stage.

Blessed as we are to live in the Falkland Islatids,Government is conscious that there is
much to be done to preserve and protect the ermieabwe have.

Both locally, and globally, people have increasinbigh expectations that the Falkland
Islands Government will proactively and effectiveljanage its unique and diverse
ecosystems in a manner that protects our environroenfuture generations as well as
allowing for sustainable human activity and ecorondevelopment for the present
generation.

To further that, the Government has committed ttaldishing a new Environment
Department with a new Head of Environment positmstrengthen its ability to manage and
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conserve the natural environment in a sustainatdebalanced manner for the benefit of all
Islanders.

In the meantime, work is continuing on the modextiig of environmental legislation such
as the Conservation of Wildlife and Nature Ordirea(it999); the completion of the Falkland
Island’s Biodiversity Framework; implementation thfe Stanley Commons Management
Plan; detailed policy work to help support furtltensideration of new Pollution Prevention
Control legislation and regulations; and the cormp@e and implementation of a

comprehensive environmental strategy.

| am pleased to note that these sorts of initiatiaee starting to have a positive effect. For
example, the 2018 Waste Management Strategy isheaning fruit, with 2019’s successful

glass recycling scheme now being followed by a aaah tin collection programme. Further
projects are in train, including a new landfill amdste transfer station, and a modern
incinerator plant.

The Government also continues to focus on invaspexies and biosecurity to protect our
agriculture industry and to protect our biodiversit

In regard to pest control, a highly successful &&acontrol programme has now treated
over 500 hectares of land.

Elsewhere, our Biosecurity service has inspectédflights and 24 boat arrivals and stopped
high-risk materials entering our environment.

The Government will also continue to represent faékland Islands internationally. The
voice of the Falkland Islands was to have beenchearclimate change at COP26, but this
has now been rescheduled for November 2021 andsepiatives will be in attendance to
highlight and promote the role of the Falkland nsla people as stewards of their
environment.

The Government will also continue to encourage @nminote the Falkland Islands as a hub
for environmental research in the South Atlantiees€arch into the Falkland Islands
environment is continuously being encouraged whle South Atlantic Environmental

Research Institute providing a key link with vasouesearch organisations in over 20
different countries.

Mr Speaker, in talking of our tourism industryeté is no way of avoiding the very abrupt
punctuation mark of COVID-19 that occurred near ¢émel of what was a record breaking
tourism season in the Falkland Islands; some 72¢838e passengers arriving, up 16.5 per
cent on the previous season. The expedition craeget grew significantly, up 30 per cent
to 16,931 arrivals. Tourists arriving by air als@reased, numbering 1,648 between October
and March, up 6.7 per cent.

However as we are all aware, public health relatedtainment measures adopted both
locally and globally, as a result of the pandemasulted in near cessation of international
travel and have had a consequent effect on botglthal and the local tourism industry.
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Although the effects of the pandemic were felt nearthe end of what had been an
exceptionally good land-based and cruise tourisms@e for the Falklands, the effects will be
most keenly felt next year.

The Government will work with the tourism sectorhtelp forecast and manage the potential
short, medium and long term impacts of COVID-19.

In furtherance of this objective, the Governmentl wontinue to combine a variety of
resources including not only its ongoing fundingart for high-level awareness marketing
initiatives but also its strategic use of the PailDiplomacy Programme; the ongoing
engagement activities of the Falkland Islands Aalvia Uruguay with the South American
tourism industry; and the ability of the Falklarglahds Government Office in London to
engage with tourism industry stakeholders in théedinKingdom.

Travel is of course two-way, something we again sathusiastically embraced by our sports
people. With considerable support from the Govemméslanders competed across the
world — from China, New Zealand, Europe, to Brand the United States. They covered
marathons, sheep shearing, badminton, ice hock&bte tennis, squash and even short mat
bowls.

The Islands also hosted the International Islanch€aCommittee this year, with fantastic
feedback.

When international sporting events begin againRakklands will continue to impress with
our determination, skills, and sportsmanship.

Mr. Speaker | would now like to turn to Health awkllbeing with a focus initially on
investments made in this budget and progress ® aatsome important initiatives. | will
refer to COVID-19 specific issues later in my addre

The guiding principle for the government remains $ame - improving the health and
wellbeing of our community and ensuring that peagga enjoy the best possible quality of
life, with our support where and when it is needed.

The Budget continues to make health and wellbeimgiarity, investing £25m for further
service improvements in health and social services.

Work has continued on the improvements to the halsipifrastructure - for example work on
the Mammography Suite is due for completion by ¢nd of June and further preparatory
work for the installation of the CT scanner ha® asntinued.

Work on Mental Health services has proceeded, hedfihal draft of the Mental Health
Strategy will be ready this month for consideration

Progress meanwhile has been made in relation td/tiheerable Persons Unit, or Tussac
House, with groundworks commencing in 2019 andptiogect ready for the next stage.

| referred last year to the establishment of a ablic Health Unit. Earlier this year it
surveyed nearly 600 residents, resulting in a majod valuable snapshot of health and
lifestyle in the Falklands.
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This is just the sort of baseline work that candguils in making better decisions about how
to support the health and wellbeing of our peopteh in the short and long term.

Mr Speaker, beyond the physical health and weltbeirthe nation, the future will be shaped
by how we nurture our youngest generations. | ahglited to report a year of progress for
our Education Department.

| was able last year to note the strong educationtomes for our secondary school, and the
groundworks being laid for Falkland College.

Falkland College and the Christie Community Libramg now open: an impressive new
building that widens access to academic programivets, on and off island, and lifelong
learning opportunities for all.

Other foundations laid down in education in thetpasar are also paying dividends. The
success and progress of both primary and secorstdigols was recognised during an
external review in March of this year.

It verified that the schools offer a standard tisaabove the average and highlighted the
rapid, progress that the Falkland Islands Commuddtyool has made in the past 12 months
by raising aspirations for students and staff, aelveloping focused leadership and
management at all levels.

In our schools, we now have a manager specifidalyCamp Education, a new leadership
structure, and a quality and performance manager.

Progress measures in 2019 remained good, with #fidaRd Islands Community School
achieving a positive score for the third year irow, placing it in the “above average” band
of all UK schools for progress.

Students who study overseas continue to be grebassadors. Numbers have remained
stable with 20 students in Further Education andir38ligher Education. Of the eight
students who completed University in 2019, 5 aatde¥st class degrees and 3 achieved 2nd
class degrees in the upper division. This is tghdst performing cohort in the last 5 years.

We have invested strongly in our Early Years secldre Falklands’ first Early Years

conference in January gave prominence to this @rstage in child development. The first
inspections against the standards from the recbit Minding and Day Care regulations

were positive. This has exemplified the engagemoémiroviders in key learning from the

conference and from training courses. There haen 50 enrolments from the sector on
local courses with Falkland College; and 14 are gaowldified in caring for children.

The Early Years development project has now seen fittst capital grants awarded,

amounting to over £500,000 in investment. Priv@tiégdcare providers can now build and

maintain premises that offer a safe environmem;férfor purpose and enable the sector to
continue to develop the quality of their provision.

Mr Speaker, | would now like to address the togipublic safety and island security.
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Our police have continued to embed good practicepanfessional development to build on

the positive 2019 review of the Royal Falkland risla Police Service. Community policing is

at the heart of all the RFIP does and in Februamyblic perception survey was undertaken
to further inform its work. There is a growing cmi&nce in the police and there is a high
level of intelligence sharing between the Polic€M™and Customs in support of protecting
the Falklands.

Further work on refining career progression foralostaff continues as the RFIP seeks to
provide a workplace that rewards hard work andntaldmong a larger complement of
dedicated staff, there are now five local policécefs, a local station enquiry officer and
three local reserve constables.

In addition the RFIP continues to develop its cépeds to tackle a range of complex
policing demands, including protection and safedungy of children.

Turning to the Falkland Islands Defence Force,as ltontinued to make good progress
modernising training and equipment. Significant ggess has been made in relation to
ensuring consistency between FIDF training starglardl those of the Ministry of Defence

with an independently verified training regime t& Whilitary standards and joint exercises
taking place with the Resident Infantry Companye FIDF played a full and active part in

the BFSAI capability day in late 2019.

Our Fire and Rescue service maintains a strong leyngmt of retained fire officers, which is
a credit to both the service and the Islands. Quaengle of their professionalism and courage
that | observed personally was demonstrated wighstgnificant gorse fire earlier this year,
where swift action in the early hours of the mogniprevented loss of life and serious
damage.

The Service has also received its new fire appéaacignificant investment of government.

Our capacity as a government to prepare for ancageamergencies was bolstered this year,
with an Emergency Planning Manager coming into pastprior to the pandemic, bringing a
wealth of experience and knowledge that has sarsedell in 2020.

Customs and Immigration is also part of our seguriind its work has included rolling out

an electronic ship’s reporting system for certa@ssels, assisting exporters registering with
the European Union’s Registered Export Scheme rawiding the registration procedures of
ships in the Falkland Islands.

Work continues on implementing the Immigration @atice and modernising practices and
procedures. Such work is essential to the econdewelopment of the Islands which needs
ready access to a pool of qualified workers. | &aged to report that during the past year, a
large number of persons successfully sought PemmaResidence Permits and Falkland

Islands Status, bolstering our permanent population

| would be remiss if | did not mention that the Kfahd Islands are now in sight of the final
stages of the Demining project.
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While it is wonderful that the Islands will soon bene free - it will be with a sad heart that
we say farewell to so many brave men, many of whawve spent a decade dedicated to
safeguarding future generations of Falkland Islasde

| would also like to highlight the work of our Legand Legislative teams which supports so
much of Government and helps provide an enabligslitive and regulatory environment
for social and economic development on the Islattdsas indeed been an extraordinarily
busy year further complicated by changes brougbhlyy COVID-19.

The teams have worked across government to impeseeness of the policy-to-legislation
process and in this regard a new Legal Policy Aaiv®st has been approved.

Going forward, the Government will progress prof®s$a provide for registers of beneficial
ownership of companies, to comply with internatiog@od practice.

Further amendments to tax legislation will seekrisure that the Falkland Islands remains a
competitive jurisdiction in which to do business.

And further improvements are proposed to the lawgeing the maritime sector, and
fisheries licensing.

Our statutes database has been successfully nm&diansuring access to the law for all.
A large package of maritime sector legislation &wpproved, including greater protection for
the environment and for the safety of all thosekivay in the sector.

Further improvements were made in telecommunicatlaw and a Spectrum Management
Framework was also published this year, ensuring ¢hitical national service will be
properly managed.

A comprehensive strategic review of broadband teduh FIG’s decision to invest £3m over
three years to increase broadband provision fodeats, in many cases doubling data
allowances.

The Regulator continues to work with Sure to enstucemplies with its licence obligations,
and responds to specific issues and concernsgdinguhose raised by the public.

Regulations were put in place to update the arraegés for air accident investigation to
comply with international standards, while the itnegional Civil Aviation Organisation and
Air Safety Support International successfully aedithe Falkland Islands Civil Aviation
Department.

This work is part of the assurance and compliameenéwork that ensures that all civil
aviation operators based in or who visit the Istakelep people as safe as possible.

Turning to our civil service, it remains dedicatedielivering on the Islands Plan.

The value of the work, the professionalism anddbéication of government staff has surely
been exemplified during the pandemic response wiher€ivil Service has performed to an
exceptionally high standard, developing and impleting important policy measures and
new operational procedures in a very short spatienef, and under extreme pressure brought
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about by remote working and social distancing. @h#ity of our officers to go above and
beyond has been extraordinarily reassuring, wittnymexamples of inspiring leadership.
But above all, it has been a fantastic exampleadftvork.

Going forward the Government will continue effotbsrecruit and retain talented individuals
in order to maintain and improve upon these higimdards. The Government will continue
to encourage Falkland Islanders to enter the P $#iwice and to take up key positions and
leadership roles.

Attracting talent requires modern, equitable humesource practices and procedures. To that
end a refreshed management code has been completed.

The Government will continue to invest in and depeithe Public Service, helping to retain
existing staff, and encouraging prospective emmey& consider the Falkland Islands
Government as a progressive, ambitious career €hoic

Mr. Speaker, as | pointed out in last year’'s adglteshis Assembly, the Government could
not fulfil its aims and ambitions without the inpard support of partner organizations.

Partnerships enable the Falkland Island Governmenbuild upon its resources and
capabilities by leveraging those of others andwoyking together, achieve so much more.
Such partnerships are in evidence across a widgerah routine day-to-day government
activities.

However, let me take a few moments now to talk alsmmething that was definitely not
routine: namely the COVID-19 pandemic. In so dditgppe to be able to touch upon a few
of the many examples of how partnerships and teank Wave helped the Falkland Islands
navigate their way through the global crisis tcedat

The response by Falkland Islands residents andraéifidand Islands Government together

with partners and colleagues at BFSAI, the Unitadgdom Government and the private

sector has been an impressive example of how aaioms and people can achieve so much
when working as a team.

Members recognised that confidence in the goverhraad its processes was crucial in
carrying the support from public for measures esdhciTo that end, the Government's
Infectious Diseases Plan was refreshed, and immtyrtaade public at a very early stage.

The response has been tremendous. People havevddllpublic health guidance and
responded to measures that represented significsmiption to normal life.

There has been — understandably — a great deabcok fon our medical resources and
capabilities over the last few months and | woulke to acknowledge that our hospital has
done a tremendous job in reconfiguring to handiet@ntially large number of patients who
might need intensive care while at the same timataaing core services.

Since the outbreak of the global pandemic, KEMH $iascessfully augmented its capacity
with new equipment, and further drugs and medicglp8es, bolstered by a British Army
medical team. Partnerships...
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The Government thanks the United Kingdom for rapigisting more than 400 samples via
the South Atlantic Airbridge during the initial gigs of the response. Critically, in May the
Falkland Islands was able to shift to testing foD\M@D-19 on island, with the UK
Government donating a testing platform. This wasuzial step: the ability to process tests
here is a game changer. The King Edward Memoriapial now has the capability to test
suspect cases and get results in as little as Bdshepeeding up public health measures.
Partnerships...

As the crisis unfolded, 651 cruise ship passenger®ur vessels found themselves stranded
by the closure of their planned ports.

Together the Falkland Islands Government, the tparators, local businesses, Air Safety
Support International, the Foreign and Commonwe@ifice, and BFSAI worked to arrange
humanitarian charter flights to repatriate thersleal passengers and ensuring that it could
happen while ensuring no risk to the populatioartrkerships...

Of course, the COVID-19 response has been broadingnacross every government
department on the Islands while in the United KmmdFIGO has played an important
COVID-19 role liaising with UK politicians and offials and helping to facilitate travel
needed by Islanders, especially our students amlicaigatients. Partnerships...

The machinery of government has also proved flexiblith Executive Council meeting far
more often, deliberating on what must seem likeear'g worth of normal policy in a very
compressed timescale. Teamwork...

The Government has also worked closely with the/gpei sector throughout the crisis
engaging with the Chamber of Commerce, the Falklalahds Tourist Board, the Falkland
Islands Tourism Association and FIFCA to ensure titvair perspectives are fully understood
in order to better inform government policy respemdRartnerships...

The Government and the Falkland Islands Developn@oporation have also worked
together to deliver various private sector supgatkages designed to help workers and
businesses weather the storm. Partnerships...

| would like to close by emphasising how well theifand Islands has done in the past year.
The Government continues to make tangible prograskhe Islands Plan.

The Government continues with this Budget to delaestable and prudent fiscal approach
with an eye to our long-term future.

The Government continues to work with our peopleeise their ambitions, and with our
partners here and internationally. And we have dbenvalue of all this in the past few
months, in rising admirably to the challenges oI 19.

| would like to close with a few words about an evie February which | think says so much
about this country. On February 16th there wasgehurnout for the Port Louis to Stanley
175th birthday celebrations. Falkland Islandemsgdia cavalcade.

It was a journey not without mishap. Vehicles beedrmagged.
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As | experienced myself, there was always someaortgaad to drag clear the less fortunate.
This is the Falklands’ way — a community honouritggpast but with an eye on making
steady progress into the future.

| am sure that will never change.

Thank you.

Mr Speaker

Your Excellency, I invite you to remain in the Chaen for the Motion of Thanks.
Clerk of the Assembly

Motion number 4 of 2020 by the Honourable StacygBea.

This House notes with thanks the address by Hillercy the Governor and believes that
this is an appropriate point for the Governmentcémsider its agenda priorities for the
forthcoming year.

The Honourable Stacy Bragger
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members,

| would like to begin by thanking His ExcellencyetGovernor for his address. It was a very
good summary of the progress that has been maithe ilast year and the current issues that
we face.

We, of course, live in a very interesting time foe Falkland Islands with a number of very
significant challenges on the horizon. As His Elaaty outlines, COVID 19 has dominated
everyone’s thoughts over recent months and thatnweil change for the foreseeable future.
We have navigated the many challenges of the dusieration well so far and we thank all
who have helped us to date. It has been a teamt,dfd it is easy to lose track of the many
things that have happened so far to get us tcetingable position, where we have not had a
positive case since 24April. That has not happened by accident, and reegeateful to all
who have worked incredibly hard to get us to theénpwhether they be Falkland Islands
Government staff, the Falklands private sector, kheD, the UK Government or the
community in general who have followed the advioesg so well. As we all know, we are
not out of the woods yet, and we still face the saallenge, but if we continue to face it
head on and continue to respond in a way thatlis aad measured, then we will get through
to the other side together.

Moving on, the nagging headache that is Brexitr@sgone away despite it slipping out of
the headlines. It remains a serious concern foF#ieland Islands, but please be assured that
efforts continue behind the scenes to ensure ligaEalklands voice is not lost amongst the
noise of more high profile Brexit issues.

As we've heard, the Assembly’s sole focus in th&t lgear has been on delivering the
objectives laid out in the Islands Plan. When yaketa step back and look at the work that
has happened | believe we have made very goodgs®gr a number of key areas.
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The capital programme has seen a very signifiGamping up during this Assembly in order
to address the failing of out critical infrastruguToday we see progress being made in a
number of areas, whether that be large new housewglopments, entering a new phase of
port development, ground work for Tussac Houseelacation in the black-topping of the
MPA Road, new aircraft for FIGAS — these are jugtamdful of the areas that we have
moved on. Nothing happens as fast as you wouldalilcethere remain obstacles that need to
be overcome, but we are moving in the right digacti

One area that | do think we need to do more oegands to the capital programme is to keep
the public more up to date on the current statuth@fvery many different projects that are

being worked on. | raised this recently with theigfexecutive and we should be seeing a
quarterly update to the public, so that we can kdgepn more up to date on what is

happening.

| hope that in the last 15 months or so of thisefwsisly that we will see real progress being
on our approach to the environment and that the Wwark that has been happening in the last
couple of years will begin to bear fruit with thenguch as the development of a new purpose
built landfill site and incinerator plant and thesure of Eliza Cove, which will be a day to
celebrate.

There remains several key pieces of policy work tequire completion, such as the work on
labour force development and the housing strataggl, we look forward to those pieces of
work being brought forward.

I'll touch on my main portfolio area of educatiomg have seen excellent progress, as His
Excellency laid out, in the last year. As was notedthe last 12 months we have seen an
extremely positive external review of our schoaignificant investment in our early years
sector, the completion and opening of Falkland €@l and a new leadership structure
implemented with the new roles of Executive Head &amp Education Manager being
created. We are only now up to full strength whie tecent arrival of our new Director of
Education, Marie Horton, and | am sure we will see value in the next year of this new
structure. So, there is much to be pleased withabwever, with everything, there is still a
great deal more work to be done.

| would just finish with passing on my thanks teegwone in my portfolio area for all their
work in the past year.

| would also like to thank our partners in the Miny of Defence, the Foreign Office and the
private sector amongst others. We don’t alwayseagrel we have the occasional falling out,
but we always value their collaboration and thaput. We look forward to continuing to
work with them all.

| look forward to hearing any thoughts and obseéowast from my colleagues on the
Governor’s address.

So, once again, thank you to His Excellency.

Mr Speaker, | propose the motion.
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The Honourable Roger Edwards
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | am rising to sddbe Motion of thanks.

I, too, would like to thank the Governor for hisryavide ranging and very positive State of
the Nation address.

However, it cannot be ignored that we live in sgiartimes, where the global pandemic of
Covid 19 remain a threat to both our populatior #ie economy of our Islands. We are here
today to consider our budget for the financial y2é21, but | am certain that later in the
year, we will be back in the Assembly to see whtgces this virus will have on our future
economy.

We have seen recently several Supplementary Apptapr Bills being brought to the
House, so that we can provide assistance to ous,poilr building industry, and our
agricultural sector and going forwards, we don‘dkrnwhat else may need assistance.

The wool markets, as we all know, have recentlallptcollapsed. Our fish markets are

currently still standing up fairly well, but thettue of that without restaurants and other
outlets for our fish remain uncertain. Our tourismome is anyone’s guess; whether there
will be cruise industry at all this season — weehgst to see.

We as an Assembly, along with the various Governn@dficers have had many meetings

trying to forecast what might happen in this ciratamce or that circumstance. Last Friday
we spent four hours looking at that, we're spendingther three hours today and there will
be many, many more hours spent in the future lgpkinwhat might be going wrong and

how we can support it.

On the positive side though, | must say that | haeen incredibly impressed by the
dedication and the stamina of our workforce — antean that right from the very top to the
very bottom. | have seen for myself my own famihere people have been putting in 18
hour days — everyday — and as the Governor saigiétithe Falklands way”.

Our lights have remained on, our water has beenrgpthrough the taps, our roads have
maintained to a standard where we can still use thelespite all the restrictions, lockdown
and everything else — our workforce has been aretkeeping the lights on, water flowing
and our communications intact.

| would like to personally thank everyone right@s Government for all the work they have

done. And indeed the private sector, it is not dabvernment who does these things, but as
we’'ve seen; our pubs have been shut, the buildidgstry was brought to a halt and our

agricultural sector has been suffering. We havesdofittle to help all these sectors and no
doubt going forward we will be doing a lot more.afls our way of supporting our Islands.

So, Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Thank you.
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The Honourable Roger Spink
Your Excellency, Mr Speaker, Honourable Members,

In rising to support this motion, | would like t@mment on the broad scope and pace at
which a whole range of issues for the Islands Heeen addressed.

We struggled with a lack of resources in many aveaesn we started on our Islands Plan, for
too long a lack of investment and shortage of pedyeld back progress in many areas. | am
pleased that having listened to our community, axelbeen able and will continue to deliver
in many of the areas that are of importance to them

The progress made to date would not have been hpessithout the hard work and
dedication shown by the Civil Service, our privaeztor and the people of these wonderful
Islands, backed by Her Majesty’s Government anddBriForces.

We face many challenges in the coming year andvieyyene working together | have no
doubt we will rise to those challenges and ultinyabeercome them.

In the words of Winston Churchill “attitude is &li thing that makes a big difference”.
Thank you.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

I, too, would like to thank His Excellency the Gaver for his annual address. | think it gave
a very useful and comprehensive overview of whegt, waleed, a big year for the Falklands,
in so many ways, but with many important decisiand substantial commitments made.

For me, significant highlights include, but aretagily not limited to: - much-needed
progress on the port; the landing of the Sao Pliglt; housing developments including the
purchase of Bennett’'s Paddock; the completion @Rhlkland College and the Christie
Community Library; progress on the MPA road; angiavements to internet capacity,
which | am sure actually many people were veryejuhtfor in recent months and | was
pleased to hear the high-speed generators weratapel at the Power Station and doing
their bit.

Also, our commitment to improve ramps and jettied the greater spend on Camp roads, as
well as the investment in FIGAS should see reaebenin the future for our Camp
population. | also greatly welcome the signinghaf Fisheries Accord and progress with our
maritime legislation, alongside a number of othaiqy developments this year.

There have been considerable improvements, asdeaisrbentioned several times, in
Education and that too is incredibly pleasing aas bheen quite hard won, but | think we will
see and reap the benefits of that work in futusryeSo, as always, there’s always more to
be done and we will continue to do all that we itafairly uncertain times, as has been
pointed out.
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| don’t doubt that in the coming year we will seemnof our goals achieved and many others
substantially progressed — | very much look forwiarthat.

| will touch briefly on some highlights from my géolio, if | may, starting with the Public
Protection element. This has been an extremely peayand seen meaningful operational
improvements right across the sections, as waha@grogress with training, implementing a
number of policy areas and investment in much-ngedgipment. Generally, | am confident
in saying that this portfolio is in a much bettessjion to meet its commitments than it has
been for many years.

A great deal of effort, of course, went into pregiteomms and planning for the Sao Paolo flight
and, of course, in this calendar year, a greatafe#he has been consumed by response to
the global Covid-19 pandemic — the work on whick haen largely led by the Director of
Emergency Services with vital input from our EmergyePlanning Officer, whose, as you
mentioned Your Excellency, timely arrival in théalsds has been a blessing.

Turning to the Environment aspect of my portfoliam delighted that this Assembly has
recognised the importance of the environment andqat willing to invest in it.

We have taken a big step forward with Waste Managemand | very much look forward to
the day when the Eliza Cove tip is replaced by waste transfer facility, modern landfill
and incinerator solution. We have progressed wabksycrushing and are now collecting tins
and cans — as was mentioned —I believe althoughts its critics, it is a really good step
forward. We have had years of public outcry overiay we handle our rubbish here in the
Falklands, and this government has committed teigiog the facilities for proper waste
management. For that to succeed, it is down to eaelof us to take some responsibility for
the amount that goes into the dump and | sincdrebe that the community will support this
initiative and those that will follow.

I’'m also very pleased that we will be developing BEnvironment Department. While this too
as its detractors, I'm sure, we should rememberathaur lives and livelihoods depend, at
least to some extent, on the wellbeing and goodageament of our natural environment and
in this too; we all individually have a part to pla

The future holds many challenges, | think, in #mea too and we should remember before
Covid-19 took over the world we were having sonterigsting and challenging
conversations about the feasibility and possiblglications of salmon farming in the
Falklands. There are many more of those discussiomsure, to be had in the future.

As Honourable Colleagues have highlighted, | thhiee is uncertainty about what lies
ahead as we and the rest of the world watch anttavaee how this global pandemic plays
out, but I think we need to remember that we are mmore fortunate position than many, and
there is confidence that we will be able to take dountry and this Government forward in
the future, always with the wellbeing and secuoitpur people very firmly in mind.

So, this coming budget | think is very much a syeaglshe goes sort of situation. We have
said, should the need arise, we will look at a rhundget later in the year, but | think it is a
wise approach, and | very much look forward to isgéiow we progress with this.
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So anyway that is it for now from me. Thank youiaga&our Excellency, for your address,
and | too would take the opportunity to thank ali &overnment officers and indeed our
partners right across the Islands and worldwideHemprogress that we have made in the past
12 months.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.
The Honourable lan Hansen
Mr Speaker, Your Excellency, Honourable Members,

| too, would add my thanks to Your Excellency foouy address, as my Honourable
Colleagues who have spoken before me have sawdsitvery comprehensive and covered all
the issues that the Falklands face in the futudkvainat we got through last year. | would
mainly like to speak about my portfolio: HealthdaBocial Services — both to reflect on the
past year and the challenges we face going forwdodthe next financial year, and possibly
years to come.

When | was first elected in 2003, | suspected dead knew that some budgets would be
more difficult than others - low wool prices, lack lllex stock and worldwide economic
recessions, for example, would play a part — amy thappened. | do not think for one
moment any one of the 22 individuals that | haveex on the Assembly with, so far, would
have ever thought that a global pandemic wouldufeah our budgetary deliberations.

A lot of thought went into the Health and Sociah&ees budget this year with many more of
the KEMH and Social Services personnel managensgb@volved in its preparation than
usual, and to that end | would like to think thedator of Health and Social Services has
produced a much tidier budget than perhaps we $@ee in the past.

Unfortunately, due to the unwelcome introductiorCaivid-19 earlier this year, many of our
bigger projects in the KEMH have slowed down to somxtent. Refurbishment of
infrastructure and maintenance issues will stillaji@ad, but at a slower pace. It is, as you
mentioned, Your Excellency, good news that we avaticuing with the CT scanner
instillation and the Mammography unit. Also, the e Health Strategy has progressed
significantly. The Adult Safeguarding legislatisbeing discussed next week, | believe, as
to where we are on presenting this to the Assembippefully that will happen in the near
future.

| won’t comment on Tussac House in any great ddtatause at the moment the work being
achieved and tenders being offered are, probaliye e remit of Public Works rather than

Health and Social Services. Nevertheless, | canragbe public that staffing and services to
be potentially supplied within the responsibility my portfolio directorate are constantly

monitored, as the amount of people who use or wag need this facility could change on

an annual basis.

It is a great shame that the plans to utilise @moolontic service has had to be put on hold for
now, which is very disappointing after the amouhtwork our dental team and the Director
have put into this, with many hours of contact ardotiation with Chilean counterparts.
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Another downside to the Covid-19 invasion is thet are unlikely to be able to source
specialists from the UK, as we normally do on aulagbasis, and it will almost certainly
take many months before we can revert to where are wreviously. This will have a knock
on effect to NHS referrals and | totally sympathigth those who need hip replacements, for
example, and other treatments, of the like, thatld/thave made their quality of life much
better. We will be doing all we can to make suesthtreatments happen as soon as possible.

Mr Speaker, all Government Departments, of counsge been affected and have adapted
with great responsibility to the Coronavirus in el ways. | would like to take this
opportunity though, in particular, to thank all@ir Health Department staff who had to act
quickly and indeed did so, and were effective ieparing for a possible outbreak of Covid-
19, all while trying to maintain a high standardroédical and dental treatment across the
Falklands. | believe that was achieved to the bE#teir ability.

The amount of work done — in conjunction with ougdital counterparts at MPC — has been
tremendous. | believe we are now best preparedeasaw be for the eventuality if or when
Covid-19 rears its ugly head again in the Falklands

Mr Speaker, Your Excellency. |, too, would like ¢congratulate and thank those within our
Government who, in my view, have done a sterlingtiget us to this point of safety and the
state of readiness we find ourselves in. | beligwgould be remiss of me not to take this
opportunity to publicly thank our Chief Executivigirector of Health and Social Services,
Chief Medical Officer, who has performed a diffictdsk and made it look easy, Director of
Emergency Services and, of course, BFSAI — theygalaith their teams deserve huge credit.

Mr Speaker, | support the Motion of Thanks.
The Honourable Mark Pollard
Thank you, Mr Speaker; | am rising to support thetivh.

| would also like to thank the Governor for his mnosmprehensive address — thank you very
much.

On the wider economic measures around Covid-19nferit is all about jobs, businesses,
people and trying to support our economy as mucpoasible. As you've seen, we have
committed £13.8 million, so far - £9 million thiegr towards this. Hopefully we won’t need
it all, but it does show our support for businesi@sng this time.

| think it is also vital that we push ahead witle ttapital programme, it could be put on hold,
| guess, but | think it is vital to push ahead s® ®ontinue to stimulate our economy and
provide better infrastructure for our future, adlwd think that is an area we can't stop.

On tourism, | feel it is unlikely any of us are ggito Disneyland anytime soon, so perhaps
bearing that in mind, we may want to think a litbtie about domestic tourism; we live in a
beautiful country, perhaps if we try and see arbdre of it, we may actually end up
supporting some of the businesses that are reallggling at this time.
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Lastly, there are way too many people to thankviddially; although, | think one person
does merit that and | personally like to thank Garef Executive for all his leadership of the
Civil Service during these difficult times.

Thank you very much, Mr Speaker.
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby

Your Excellency, Mr Speaker. |, too, would like tttank His Excellency for his address —
wide ranging, as other Honourable Members have said

| support all of what my Honourable Colleagues haa&l, and the thanks that go out to
everyone in the Civil Service, everyone within Gawaeent, but also, everyone within the
Islands because everyone has pulled together add ihpossible for us to be where we are
at this time.

| would just like to pick out a couple of things,isHExcellency touched on the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association ConferencEhe Women’s Conference — we
held here. Many people came down from the BIMRaegbut also | think it is important, as
he stated, that politicians in the regions, Sesatiamm both Chile and Uruguay accepted an
invitation to come and be here and speak at thaecence. | can’'t emphasise how important
that was because these are two countries that we btlase relationships with, whose
politicians are prepared to come to the Falklateht$s and engage with us. | think we should
always take the opportunity of any meeting we hlagee that has people from the United
Kingdom and elsewhere, to think about how we cagaga with people in the region because
| think that is part of Public Diplomacy and itsemething we should aim to do whenever
possible.

His Excellency touched on Mrs Pelozo, the last Atge relative to visit her son in the
Argentine Cemetery. The Falkland Islands has beey supportive of the DNA process that
enabled so many of those soldiers who had lab#tieolwn only to God” on their crosses, to
finally be identified and | think it is a very godking we have done there. | think the visit by
Mrs Pelozo was difficult, she was very infirm, skias in ill health herself and after she left,
she asked whether it would be possible for hertgdoe buried closer to home because it was
probably the only way she would ever see his geagan. | hope that the ICRC will take that
forward because it was part of the commitment thegle when we started the DNA process
— that anyone wishing their relatives to be moveder to home, they would work to ensure
that happened.

| would just like to echo the thoughts people hhad on the need for capital projects to go
forward. Again, His Excellency touched on the antooinmoney that we have invested in
FIGAS and we hope as soon as Covid eases, we tdhegrst of those new planes down.
But also, on the Port, some people have asked eh#tk port is essential now because of
the economic problems that we face and the answérremains as essential as it did before
and in some ways, more so. So, no, the Port preyjécgo ahead. How we stage that and
how we get people from BAM down here to start thecpss that we have, engagement of
stakeholders and to start the surveys and all sbrasher things that need to be done, that is
proving difficult, clearly, because of the immigoat and quarantine regulations, but it will
happen in the coming months, and | think it willdb&ery good step as the Falklands moves
to that important project.
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Mr Speaker, | support the motion.
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman
Thank you, Mr Speaker.

l, too, would like to thank His Excellency the Gaver for his wonderful address and | also
support my Honourable Colleagues’ views on thetgpeagress that has been made over the
past year. There is a lot to reflect upon this yat | would like to congratulate every single
person in the community for helping us to navighteglobal pandemic — whether it has been
preparing or taking up those schemes that have tiéered, but also those who have helped
us design that programme and fed into that proaedsgiven their feedback. | won't speak
too much about the great progress made as | thilok af it has been covered, hopefully,
throughout the year in the way that we have begngito be a more transparent government.

Notably, we now have a Waste Management strategycling and a new landfill that won’t
be one more hole in the ground for rubbish to fly of.

We have marine science and positions such as: Bldviammal Observers that will help
champion the environment in a new way. We have dbisefor a few seasons now, but we
have now adopted that within the budget in a mobaist way.

We have a bolstered Environmental Department becaaging “nature is still in charge”
shouldn’t mean that we just hope it fixes itsetfdave don’t continue to throw plastic bags in
a hole and hope the wind will take charge of blgywihem into the sea; we need to take
better ownership and this budget that we will bespnting later is a continuation of that
waste management strategy to introduce those meexissary steps such as: incineration, that
will help us to deal with what we can’t recyclereuse.

Even though the Town Hall clock is still showingtivrong time, which is a bit distracting
when we’re sat here in so many meetings these tfa/dVIPA road is coming along at great
steam and yes, a white line for it is coming towould like to reassure people. | have had a
few people mention that already.

We have a solution to FIPASS and we enter intodigign phase in this next budget and
vastly useful technology as my Honourable ColleaguéA Roberts, has mentioned in
FIGAS, the Quarry, and Power Station that is hglpmkeep the Islands more connected and
prospering - not to mention that Sao Paolo linkahwe hope will return soon.

The extensive work within my portfolio does incluae utterly revolutionary ITQ review and
an Accord that will help the Islands through whall \we the next few decades of Natural
Resources. This includes a scientific review tas conducted this year into the fin fishery.

A former MLA, actually, asked me recently how wepmoviding housing and he offered his

apologies for the previous Assemblies that he waghat hadn’'t got ahead on the issue.
There were great steps taken, don’t get me wramd) Sapper Hill is one of them, but there is
still much more to do and moving with the needshef country needs action and attitude as
my Honourable Colleague, MLA Spink, pointed to aggy important element.
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In all areas this is needed and not least, pandessponse, we must prepare for what is
ahead or we will always be on the back foot. Andifel generations will suffer when they are
forced to make up the difference. And if we faiktosure sustainability and prosper now
there is a great chance they will have less resaimrsucceed with, and fail to achieve the
progress that they need to catch up.

For today, we have the benefit of improved quaditiife for the people of the Falkland
Islands, a global reputation that proudly shows slef-determination and democracy is the
only way we should be living. We are modernisind are have children who want to stay
and return to this home we have made for them.

Sometimes we'll get it wrong, but if the alternatig standing still, not trying to improve and
grow our country, | know | would rather have a gowveent that tries. We won't settle to
leave them with the failing infrastructure that Mgnourable Colleague, MLA Bragger, has
pointed to — so often a problem in this country.

We aren't here today to congratulate ourselvesiioch though on what has been a
successful year despite the worst of challengespé&ent today a robust budget that invests
in people. This is only my third budget, but I'literate that the process needs still need more
transparency too.

There will always be the odd plan that doesn't waark but still we have achieved and we
shall continue to as best we can. We don't liveidatour means; we sustain and anticipate
our needs. Running a country means fixing the edahd, even if you're thrown off the
track you shouldn’t suffer potholes and hope thaytfix themselves.

We are not standing still.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, that Motion of Thanks is themetcarried.

Can | ask you please to be standing for the degadiithe Governor?

Please be seated.

Clerk of the Assembly

Confirmation of the record of the Legislative Assdyrheld on the 19 May 2020.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, | have before me a record oflast meeting. Is it your wish that |
sign this as a true record?

Honourable Members

Aye.
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Mr Speaker

Thank you.

Clerk of the Assembly

Papers to be laid on the Table by The Honourablef@&xecutive.

In accordance with Section 80 of the Constitutible reports of the Public Accounts
Committee in respect of audited accounts:

» Falklands Landholdings Corporation Financial &tatnts Year Ended 30th June 2019

» Falkland Islands Development Corporation Findn&8tatements Year Ended 30th June
2018

* Falkland Islands Museum & National Trust Finah&satements Year Ended 30th June
2019

* Falklands Conservation Financial Statements Yamaled 30th June 2019

In accordance with Section 80 (2) of the Constitutihe update from the Public Accounts
Committee in respect of internal audit reports:

 2/19 Corporate Governance — Satisfactory Rating

* Follow Up Report 13/20 Cash Handling in Customs I&migration — Substantial
Implementation Rating

* Follow Up Report 14/20 Pensions 2nd Follow Upub&antial Implementation Rating
* Follow Up Report 15/20 FIGAS cash handling — Saibsal Implementation Rating

In accordance with Section 80 (5) of the Constitufirom the Public Accounts Committee in
respect of public account reports:

* Letter to the Media Trust and Bluegrass Accountim respect of Media Trust Audited
Accounts for the years 2017, 2018 and 2019.

» Response to the letter to the Media Trust froexG@hair of the Media Trust.
The Honourable Chief Executive
Mr Speaker, | hereby lay the aforementioned Papette Table.

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby
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Mr Speaker, the Public Accounts Committee examitedaccounts as a matter of routine
and | would like to report the following to the Hsmy as have being approved, as the Clerk
referred to:

» The Falklands Landholdings Corporation Financiat&nents Year Ended 30th June
2019;

* The Falkland Islands Development Corporation FirdnStatements Year Ended
30th June 2018;

« The Falkland Islands Museum & National Trust Finah&tatements Year Ended
30th June 2019;

And finally;
» The Falklands Conservation Financial Statements ¥ad 30th June 2019.
Mr Speaker, the Chief Internal Auditor also presdrib the PAC a number of internal audits.
We are content with the following audits were at¢abje and the internal audit
recommendations are being actioned and if not cetagpl

The Corporate Governance has a Satisfactory Rating;

The Cash Handling in Customs & Immigration showss®antial Implementation of the
PAC recommendations;

The Pensions 2nd Follow Up by the Auditor showssHarttial Implementation;

And FIGAS cash handling also shows Substantial émgintation of the recommendations.
Finally, Mr Speaker, the PAC had cause to writ¢he Chair of the Media Trust as audited
accounts for the years ending™0une 2018 and June 2019 have not been preserded. |
pleased to say we have received the 2018 accoudtsva look forward to receiving the
promised 2019 in the very near future.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Mr Speaker, | second the motion.

Also, if | may make some comments at this stage?

| am pleased also to see that, upon inspectioh@¥YAC, that the accounts from nearly all
of our subvention bodies have been found to hava@groficant issues, and also that good
progress is being made on other recommendatioatngito procedures across FIG.
However, it is very troubling that we have reachesituation whereby the PAC feels it
necessary to write to the Media Trust regarding tecounts. FIG has provided an annual

subsidy to the Media Trust for a great many yeadslavould suggest that we all consider it
money very well spent — the organisations oversgethe Media Trust provide a valuable
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and vital service to the community. But these fudd€ome from the public purse and so, it
is important that the accounts can be properlytsised.

That the finalised and signed accounts from bott82ihd 2019, and the Audit Completion
reports from those years and from 2017, have next sabmitted is extremely worrying —
these are legal requirements. FIG has been paltieoyld say, over recent years and
continued to provide the funds for the Media Titosbperate, but this clearly puts us in a
difficult situation.

| note that in responding to the PAC, the MediasT tatter recognises that there is an issue
here and that the 2018 accounts should be sigtied the coming week, with 2019 accounts
to be finalised shortly thereafter, as my Honowrabblleague, MLA Elsby has said.

Could I ask either my Honourable Colleague or tl@durable Financial Secretary to advise
what the next steps are to address this if thesauats are not forthcoming?

Thank you.
The Honourable Financial Secretary
| thank the Honourable Leona Roberts for her qaasti

Clearly, we received the 2017/18 accounts onlyntdgeand have been told we can expect
the 2018/19 accounts shortly.

| would hope with today being th& June, we should be capable of being in receifitafe
accounts before the current year end and new stibmerbecome due. | would suggest in
accordance with legislation, that we don’t pay os@ovention monies until we have actually
received those accounts. It may be a prudent tioilgp.

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members,

| concur with everything my Honourable Colleaguaséhsaid. | think it is vitally important,
and any subvention body has to present accourdghanis part of the deal, if you like, if
you want to get money from the Government - youehtavshow that you are using it
correctly.

And, clearly, I think the Media Trust has been stowespond to what is clearly a problem
within their accountancy service and | think ik} quote from the last paragraph of their
reply to the PAC “additionally, we would like toform you that we are undertaking a review
of the accountancy services provided for the Md&diest and assessing our options”. | think
that is the way to go forward with the problemd th& Media Trust are facing.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to speakabMotion?
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The Motion before the House is that the Public Acde Committee Audit reports as listed
by the Clerk are noted.

Is there any objection to passing that Motion?

There is no objection; those reports are noted.

Clerk of the Assembly

Questions for Oral Answer.

Question Number 08/20 by Honourable Teslyn Barkman:
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Can the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby please updateHitnese on the Capital Programme and
any changes to planned works as a result of tleetedf Covid-197?

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby
Mr Speaker, | would like to thank my Honourableglad for her question.

As she has heard during the discussions this mgyrriee Government has prepared an
updated Capital Programme with Covid-19 impactduinhed and that will be shared with
Members next week, but | can summarise thingsplésafs:

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic we have identified esamks that can potentially increase
costs and cause the delay to the delivery of tpa@atgprogramme going forward and some of
these are:

The restrictions on passenger numbers on the Agbrisince its restriction during the Covid
crisis, professional consultants and labour that @aive and deliver our projects will be
affected,

The number of flights to the Falkland Islands hasrbreduced to one flight, and that also
limits the way contractors can arrive;

Quarantine provisions on arrival, which are vital the way we provide safety to our
community, have nevertheless resulted in delayad skates and increased costs to the
projects;

Limited availability of accommodation for quararginpurposes could mean higher
accommodation costs;

Similarly, limited availability of materials fromosirce countries could delay projects or have
a premium cost due to the scarcity. Delays in mactufing materials due to social
distancing measures in factories could also cr@atgpply shortage;
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Work opportunities may increase in other countressulting in reduced availability of labour
supply;

The pandemic is still affecting many countries glibp and the impact on the Falkland
Islands is not fully understood yet.

FIG continues to monitor and model potential impamt our capital programme and possible
changes to planned works are being presented tdangurable Colleagues next week.

The delivery of the capital programme is criticakupporting the economic well-being of the
Falkland Islands and provides confidence for Ideedinesses to invest in the local economy.
We must continue pushing forward with the delivefrypur approved capital programme.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

| would like to thank my Honourable Friend for lisswer to my question.

| think it is fair to say that we did predict thdte answer would be additional cost and
addition time to a lot of these particular projedist | think it is still an ambitious capital
programme that we have put ahead. We are goingofmope later today. It is useful to have
that update and | look forward to that more comensive update next week.

Thank you.

Mr Speaker

Is there any supplementary questions?

Clerk of the Assembly

Question Number 09/20 by Honourable Teslyn Barkman

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Can the Honourable Mark Pollard please update thesélon changes at the Falkland Islands
Meat Company — locally known as FIMCo - specifigalhether steps have been taken to
ensure robust management and development of th#oiapbavhat changes businesses
supplying the abattoir can expect; and whether Isuppthe local market, Ecolog contract or
export season will be different this year?

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

| would like to thank my Honourable Colleague fer lguestion. Please bear with me; there’s
an awful lot to this.
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So, what steps have been taken to ensure robusagmewent and development of the
abattoir?

Mr Keith Heslop has recently been appointed topition of Managing Director of FIMCo
to replace Mr Michael Ledwith who resigned unexpdbt in late 2019.

Mr Heslop has a long history of senior managemgpégence overseeing business planning,
procurement, operations, sales and marketing at asekisk management activities for
globally significant companies.

The Board of FIMCo welcomes the appointment of Kaihd looks forward to him bringing
a wealth of business experience, leadership anddssacumen to FIMCo.

The task facing FIMCo is quite clear; to ensurd tha business is operating as efficiently
and effectively as possible given local and extemacro-economic and environmental
conditions, but also with high standards of busnethics, business process and legal
accountability.

The development of a sustainable long-term busimpdss for FIMCo is an immediate
priority of the position of Managing Director. Wodk this task has already begun.

It is expected that FIMCo employees, farm suppliBedklands Islands Government, as well
as local and export customers will be consulte@ak progresses on the FIMCo Business
Plan.

So, the second part of the question is: what clabgsinesses supplying the abattoir can
expect?

It is too early to be discussing changes at FIM@a lzence potential impact on suppliers.
Indeed, this is the very purpose of the developnoénd five-year business plan for the
business. This said, the ambition of the Board biCo is to work with the Managing
Director and the broader FIMCo team to shape anbasithat is financially stronger, more
resilient to seasonal change, and collaboratiaoproach.

The task is to work with suppliers and consumershi@pe a lean and efficient business able
to function to the highest standards given the ttaims of the Falkland Islands farming
system and weather conditions.

So, the third part of the question is: will supfdythe local market, Ecolog contract or export
season will be different this year?

Production for the export season, local market sugpd Ecolog contract are all continuing.
Export season production continues for sheep artlecat FIMCo albeit at reduced

throughput rates reflecting the changed workforesuiting from Covid-19 enforced
departures.
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It is expected that the export sheep season am@gsimg of additional beef will run through
until late June. High quality beef, lamb, and gheeeat products are all readily available at
local supermarkets during this time.

The expectations are that local supply will continas normal throughout the vyear.
Production for the Ecolog contract also remainglimce with fit-for-purpose supply and
production occurring at FIMCo balanced with impa@ssrequired.

In terms of arrangements for next season; thedebedome clear as the FIMCo Business
Plan evolves, however, the expectation is thasthmply of high quality locally grown meat

products to local consumers will remain a key congm of the FIMCo business into the
future.

Export production will be shaped to best fit thévElo operating environment and market
realities of supply and demand.

Thank you very much, Mr Speaker. | hope that answes question.
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman
Thank you, Mr Speaker.

| would like to thank my Honourable Colleague fas hesponse to what was a rather broad
guestion.

I've been after some answers, as other MemberseoAtsembly, have been for some time,
and | will admit | am a little deflated by part bfs response, though | recognise it isn’'t
necessarily MLA Pollard’s ability to change too rmuaf what has been happening at FIMCo.
We have heard a little bit about macro-economiongka, which, yes, we understand the
global pandemic has caused few different issues,cantainly, too, how the cutting team
have had to leave early and end the season etrtyallittle disappointing to hear that it is
too early to discuss changes and that a planhe t@-worked again to get FIMCO into basic
operation.

At FLH Board on Friday there were warnings of wbamh happen if you don't learn from the
past and sell too many assets to keep yourselfamieywhen in the long run it costs you
more to get them back. I've also heard my Honowr&lalleague refer to the fact that prime
beef and sheep are readily available in the sup&ahan reality, they are readily available
and waiting to go. The board heard how disillugignit is to be waiting for delayed payment
on the animals they've sent in, but also, how ssofé50-80, prime livestock are sitting
ready to go in for months — months after they wened to be sent in to the abattoir - at loss
to the business and a loss to the enthusiasm fsgmplying beef to the abattoir. This is a
more common issue that heard more widely too —theaéfforts made to improve meat stock
are not valued or taken when they should be at grgne value.

The FLH General Manager described FIMCo as stutkyiries of failure to deliver for over
10-15 years”. That is incredibly disappointing gahfrom someone who also sits at as
Director but, it almost refreshing honesty behirtthwis really happening behind the scenes
at FIMCo.
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It was recognised by the Board that at the montesyt have staffing problems, but every
year it would seem there is a new problem, evehawita Covid-19 pandemic.

In short, it is my belief, we need FIMCo to pull itp bootstraps, design a plan and continue
honestly and not use business talk to distractesdup sustained losses as anything else.
This is taxpayer’'s money and it needs transparehugre are livelihoods that depend on it so
let’'s be upfront and let’s break the cycles ofifesl

| look forward to this all be sorting out under th@v management structure that my
Honourable Colleague has referred to.

The Honourable Roger Edwards
Mr Speaker, Honourable Colleagues, thank you.

| heard my Honourable Colleague, Mark Pollard, thay the export season is still ongoing;
we are in June, | don’t know where the animalscaraing from, so | would like to ask the
guestion — what are the quality of these animalsdhe coming in for export in both sheep
and lamb? | know with Covid, we have got rid of gaf our seasonal workers early in the
season, but | understand we still have season&ens+ are they still being employed by
FIMCo full time, or are they being furloughed aralriy sponsored by Government? And for
what is the plan for these seasonal workers tcel¢a® Islands once they have completed the
work in FIMCo?

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you very much, Mr Speaker.

There are an awful lot of questions there to tny &ackle.

For a start, the reason it's too early is becabtgy tare working on a business plan and
consultation with the Industry. | would also like add that the General Manager of FLH is
the Chair of the Board of FIMCo now, so perhapscbeld take these comments and turn
those into actions and move FIMCo forward. | realbpe to see that.

Regarding my colleague, the Honourable Roger Edsvapaestions - on the quality, | think,
of the animals being supplied and exactly whaeisd supplied. Perhaps having the question
earlier might have been useful, and | could’'ve pred some information, so perhaps | could
get back to the House with that.

In terms of the seasonal staff, there are curré@tilgeasonal staff left at FIMCo, still working
and as | said, the season will finish at the enduoie. | think it is important to recognise that
all of these people have been working away fronr faenilies, | know this isn’t the question
| was asked, but | would just like to thank themn §baying on and continuing with the
production of the product. So, 6 of these 20 sealsstaff will fly back this week, back to
Chile, | believe, leaving 14 and they will continu®rking and | believe the plans are to
repatriate the others at a later flight, so theee@ans in place to do that. At the moment,
absolutely none are furloughed, | believe, theyadirevorking at the plant on a daily basis, so
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again, | would like to thank them for continuingtiwithat working miles away from their
family, having no idea of when they may be ablestorn.

Thank you very much, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, it concerns me to think that we haves@@sonal staff still working at the
abattoir in June for the level of export that | tnnot. So perhaps, we can have some figures
when he investigates the quality, also some ofntlmabers that these 20 seasonal staff are
actually putting through the abattoir on a dailgekly or monthly basis.

Mr Speaker

Can | suggest we treat that as a Question for &&hrResponse and if you would like to do
your research and then the Clerk have that and amepat that within the record of this
meeting.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Absolutely, thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

| was going to suggest that this also be, potdytial question for written response. My
Honourable Colleague pointed to the work that hatettaken to get a new management plan
and a new direction for FIMCo, and he discussedsalbation with stakeholders and the
industry, so | was just curious as to what timetimat should be? | hope we’d not be sitting in
the same position in a few months asking for amatpelate on a plan that is still ongoing, so
perhaps that could be put together for a writtespoase so that this Assembly has a clear
way forward. This is something that has continuedé an issue for a lot of the different
Members here.

Mr Speaker

The Honourable Mark Pollard, are you happy with2ha

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Perhaps, if | may address a part of that at the embnMr Speaker?

Thank you to my Honourable Colleague for her qoestagain.

So, I've seen a draft of the business plan solfar has gone to the Board, the Board will
approve that and hopefully, it will go to discusswwith the different stakeholders. An exact

timeline | can’t give — | am sorry; | don’t know wahthat would be — but | can certainly try
and find that out.
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| would say that also, along with discussion wiilk televant stakeholders, part of the board
is also made up of lay members from the indusswyell, so hopefully, the input will a come
together and we will see a much better businessfplahe future.

Thank you very much, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members,

I, too, look forward to the revised business plaonf FIMCo, they are obviously some real
issues within it but, I think within that we mustiose sight of the important role that FIMCo
plays for the farming community — particularly, wheiool prices are down- and that we
have driven farmers to supply animals to that alpadéind therefore, we have a duty to make
sure that it runs in the most efficient and bestsgde way to support the farming
community.

Thank you.

Mr Speaker

Does any other any Member wish to raise a suppleanequestion?

Clerk of the Assembly

Question Number 10/20 by Honourable Teslyn Barkman

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

My third and final one for the day: Can the HonduleaRoger Edwards please update the
House on planned works for the Roads programme20@0/217?

The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | thank the Hortaardeslyn Barkman for her question.

PWD are currently planning for a full programme tioe 2020/21 season.

There is a three year contract in place with th&l&ad Islands Company for the west road
improvements. This will start in the Hill Cove aredth base course and capping.
Preparations are already underway for these woitksphlant and materials ordered.

The culvert contract is also on going. The Warrahks are to be completed before moving
on to Poncho stream, Green Hill and the Sound ast\Wagoons. Both Poncho Hill and

Green Hill works include a road re-alignment.

The cattle grid works will also continue with threebe completed on the road to Fitzroy and
one at Goose Green. There is also a proposal ta &dther two in the Douglas area.

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
held on Tuesday 09 June 2020
39



The East road improvement contract will be reledsetender during June and the first year
works include further re-alignment works to the &amlos road.

Capping works are also expected to proceed withPWWD team continuing from Malo
Bridge towards Teal Inlet while the successful cactor will carry out works from the
Goose Green Turn off heading towards San Carlos.

Capping works will also be completed between Gieatth and Estancia Triangle and then
from the Estancia Triangle to the Malo Bridge.

The cattle grid cleaning and maintenance is ongoing

A formal submission for the allocation of fundsapgproved during this budget which we will
shortly be considering, will be submitted firsttythe TAC and then on hopefully, to the July
ExCo for approval by Members.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

| would like to thank my Honourable Colleague, Rogdwards, for his response.
Understanding that so much of that work is obvipudpendent on the Budget that we are
yet to present, there is still a great opportutotget the roads programme into a good place
for next year — even with Covid-19 distracting adelaying some of the other works they
have planned.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Mr Speaker, could | ask my Honourable Colleague, AMEdwards, whether or not the
money allocated to West roads will be spent onWest and has this actually been the case
over the past two years, or was the money speewbkre?

The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, Honourable Colleagues,

My Honourable Friend will know that indeed sometloé money allocated by the TAC for
distribution for the roads on the West was useatler areas, but going forward, we have to

make use of the funds available and use them ibekeplace possible.

Going forward, one would hope that if money is edlted for West road works, then indeed it
supports West road works, so | hope that goes sammewanswering your question.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby

Mr Speaker, | wonder if | can move onto Teaberry\Eatate.
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| had an email from a resident of the Teaberry tEsjiast a wee while ago now, and it is
perhaps easier if | just read the email | got:

“Since | moved into my Government cabin in 201 &réhhave never been drains or a decent
road. Is there anything you can suggest | can ftordé take this further?

| love my cabin as it is cheap to run and the m¢theme for me. There is no drainage system
at all; when it rains, not only myself, but a numbéthe cabins on the east side are flooded
to the extent of having to place pallets, rocks anein a child’s small outside trampoline to
be able to get into my cabin without getting myt feet.

A long time ago, there was word of the road besmgticked. That seems to have failed. |
can only guess the Training Centre got the tarmbe.road is very narrow on the corner and
there have been a lot of near misses. Even a lasphas been knocked down and only half
of the pole is left standing.

| feel, and a number of residents who | have spd&edeel the same, because we are out of
sight, then we are out of mind”

Mr Speaker, | wonder if the Honourable Roger Edwarah tell this House if the residents of
the Teaberry Estate are indeed out of sight ansl dlutt of mind? And what could be done to
help the residents?

The Honourable Roger Edwards
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members,

Indeed, the residents are not out of sight or émiad. It is, however, very upsetting to hear
that some of the problems that they have when dwedlver is particularly nasty.

My Honourable Colleague will remember, althougldates seem a considerable period of
time ago, but we were given a full brief on the pemngs of road works in and around
Stanley. The current publish start date for the iledibme park upgrade works is June 2021.
PWD have taken advantage of the recent shut dowettsome of the survey works updated
and it is hoped that the design work will be cortgdeby the end of June/July 2020.
However, the commencement of the works is stillearyaway and may push further
dependent on availability of resources.

Currently, the priority for the works is to ensutke delivery of additional housing
infrastructure, the continuation of Philomel HihldaDean Street to allow drainage works to
progress, completion of the Training Centre refslimient, KEMH refurbishment and the
water storage upgrade works. As my Honourable @gile will remember, that was the
outline of the briefing we received at the begignat this year.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby

Mr Speaker, | would like to thank my Honourable I€afjue for his reply.
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Clearly, it is a matter of priority and if he cakis mind further back, he’ll remember that the
road at Teaberry Way was supposed to be done #as, yput what happened was the
priorities were changed, as he’s indicated now. séhgriorities have changed without
reference to MLAs and so we are faced withigaccompli, almost, that this matter has been
pushed back so we hope the road works up at Tgad&y may be started in June 2021, but
as he said, they may be pushed further back. Iraidaf feel they will be pushed further back
for all the reasons and all the priorities we'veméearing from him today.

But it cannot be right that people who pay serv&geand are tax payers have to put up with
the sort of conditions that the constituent writesme about. | am not sure how we can
prioritise this in a different way because as sasnve say we want to do them next year, yes
okay, but what are you going to give up?

Now, | think we need to have that discussion agaid we are almost coming up to the
quarterly review of the roads priority list; I, fone, would wish to sacrifice something else to
ensure that the residents of Teaberry Way no lohgee to wear wellingtons to get out of
their front door or to use a child’s trampolinegeet in without having their feet get wet.

The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members,

It was indeed the basis of the briefing that weenead from both the Director and Deputy
Director of Public Works; that if you want to brirthe work on the mobile home road
forward, then we would have to give up somethirsg eBut, | would be delighted, on leaving
here this morning, to contact both the Director &wsputy Director and ask them to come
with a briefing with possible options for us, sattlwe can look to bring that work forward.
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby

Mr Speaker, | would like to thank him for that anthink it is up to MLAs to finally make
that decision, but also encourage MLAs to actugdiyup to the estate and see how they find
it on a wet day, because I think it is a very tgjlstory.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Member wish to raise a supplemenqtaggtion?

Clerk of the Assembly

Motion No 5 of 2020 by the Honourable Roger Spink:

That this House agrees to suspend Standing Orddn @hd (2) for this sitting of the
Legislative Assembly to enable the Assembly to tHie Appropriation Bill 2020 without
further reference to a Select Committee.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members,
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| propose the Motion that this House agrees toesudistanding Order 65(1) and (2) for this
sitting of the Legislative Assembly to enable thesémbly to take the Appropriation Bill
2020 without further reference to a Select Committe

Mr Speaker

Thank you.

The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Does any Member wish to speak to that Motion?

Is there any objection to passing that Motion?

There is no objection; that Motion is carried ah@ tStanding Order 65(1) and (2) are
suspended for this sitting of the Assembly.

Clerk of the Assembly
Orders of the Day: Bills

Supplementary Appropriation (2019-2020) (No 2) Rill20, this Bill has not been gazetted
and we go to the first reading.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, | beg to move the first reading of Bile
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

The Motion is that the Bill be read a first timeary objection to the Motion? There is no
objection the Bill will be read a first time

Clerk of the Assembly
Supplementary Appropriation (2019-2020) (No 2) R0
The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, this Bill is the fifth Supplementary gkppriation Bill to be presented for the
current financial year and the second for thisrudde year.
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The purpose of the Bill is to authorise the witlvdash£178,027 from the Consolidated Fund
to pay for additional costs within the Courts budgehese costs reflect the number of
complex civil and criminal cases during the yeahisTexpenditure was approved by the
Standing Finance Committee on thé"2%pril 2020. The expenditure required for 2019/20 i

higher than budgeted. The budget itself was sethenbasis of historic information which

was been insufficient to deal with recent activity.

Mr Speaker, | beg to move that the Bill be reaé@sad time.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Bill lmad a second time — does any
Honourable Member wish to speak to this Motion?

Is there any objection to taking this Bill by tHeost procedure?

There is no objection.

Does any Member wish to propose an amendment twahding of the Bill?

There are no amendments; | declare the Bill wiltdsed a third time and do pass.

Clerk of the Assembly

Supplementary Appropriation (2019-2020) (No 2) Bi20

The report back of the proceedings of the Seleau@ittee on the Estimates.

Mr Speaker

The Honourable Financial Secretary, | invite youdport back.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, thank you.

The Committee held five meetings between 6 Februzd®g0 and 18 March 2020.
Unfortunately, not all planned meetings were pdesiiue to Covid-19 restrictions thus
delaying and truncating the budget process to nideoé April.

The meetings which did take place covered:

Subventions — or grants — to outside bodies su¢iRS;

Income Projections;
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presentations by FIG Directors who, in Legislatiare defined as the Accounting Officers
with responsibility for budgets.

identifying the priorities in operating budgets amstiewing and recommending investment
decisions on capital priorities, also making stua this was in line with the Islands Plan.

Mr Speaker,

The Treasury has prepared a budget based on tiberdéions of the Select Committee on
the Estimates.

On 20 May 2020 a paper was submitted to ExecutwenCil. This paper was called “Draft

Budget and Financial Plans for 2020/21 and beyoAt'this Executive Council meeting of

20 May 2020, Honourable Members approved the invest and policy decisions as part of
the Falkland Islands Government 2020/21 Estimates.

Following approval by the Executive Council, twdi8have now been prepared:
the Appropriation Bill 2020 and;
the Capital Appropriation Bill 2020.

| will give some more information later this morginon what is contained in the
Appropriation Bill and the Capital Appropriation IBiFirst though, some background that
informed the decisions of the Budget Select Consmittind the budget report.

Firstly, the 27 November 2019 Executive Councilrappd a number of budget principles as
part of the “Budget Planning - 2020/21 Onwards” grad he Budget Select Committee has
continued to keep to these principles.

Secondly, a forecast operating budget surplus e dbrrent 2019/20 financial year of
£11.1m; compared to a budgeted surplus of £5.6amillThis financial forecast was reported
to the Standing Finance Committee meeting in A0RO.

Overall revenue for Falkland Islands Governmenttliegg current financial year is forecast at
£98.0 million.

Of this forecast 2019/20 revenue, £25.5 milliorates to Corporation Tax; £26.1 million
relates to Fishing Licence revenues; £8.7 milliorinvestment Income and £4.0 million to
Customs fees.

A Consolidated Fund balance of £220.4 million iset@st for the beginning of financial year
2020/21 prior to capital transfers. It is the Cditsted Fund that represents the unrestricted
funds belonging to Falkland Islands Government énatnot allocated to other purposes.

There are other reserve funds including the RetrgnPensions Fund and the Insurance
Fund.

There is, of course, always the risk of an unfoeaseeduction in one or more of the main
revenue streams that Falkland Islands Governmeg)tdwaa protected reserve of two and a
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half-times operating costs has been maintainedtlaisdvas renewed as a budget principle
during the current year.

With a strong economy and the contribution madpairticular by the fishing industry, along
with farming and tourism, the finances of Falkldsknds Government remain stable.

We do, however, remain mindful of the challengethefmoment.

There will be a further review of the principles itdorm next year’'s budget and we are
planning a paper for the October 2020 ExCo onniasgter. But in addition, ExCo will also
consider early outturns in Government financefit0/21.

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this concludesapgnt on the proceedings of the Select
Committee on the Estimates.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | move that thentdge accepted.
The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, | second the motion.

Mr Speaker

The report from the Select Committee on the Eses&t accepted.
Clerk of the Assembly

Appropriation Bill 2020

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, | propose the first reading of the Bill

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

The Motion is that the Bill be read a first time.

Is there any objection to the Motion?

There is no objection; the Bill will be read a fitsne.

Clerk of the Assembly
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A Bill for an Ordinance to authorise the withdraviadm the Consolidated Fund of money
for the financial year ending 30 June 2021.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker,

The proposed Appropriation Bill is for £110,799,265

The purpose of the Appropriation Bill is to auttsarithe appropriation of funds from the
Consolidated Fund for the next financial year isaadance with Section 8 of the Finance

and Audit Ordinance 1988.

The draft estimates for 2020/21 comprise proposedgéted operating expenditure and
pension fund transfers totalling £83.0 million befanternal recharges.

The total income budgeted for 2020/21 is £92.8 iomll Revenue budgeted pays for the
expenditure budgeted in the year.

This means that there is a budgeted surplus iropeeating budget. This will be used for
investment in capital projects and maintainingasomable level of reserves.

Such surpluses remain critical to the future asipina for major capital investments.

The second component of the Appropriation Bill jgraposed transfer from the Consolidated
Fund to the Capital Equalisation Fund. The Caitglalisation Fund is where funds are set
aside in advance of the actual invoice and payntergsippliers for capital projects that have
been committed to.

| will provide further details on the ongoing capitprogramme as part of the Capital
Appropriation Bill.

The total Appropriation Bill proposed for 2020/24 £110.8 million. The total amount of

money that Falkland Islands Government plans tonépe 2020/21 is the total of the

operating budget plus the amount that is neede¢dpaip the Capital Equalisation Fund to
ensure that funds are set aside to pay for thebctists of capital projects when the bills do
come in.

| can now break down the Appropriation Bill 2020 show what it covers in different
expenditure categories:

bepartmental operating expenditure - £68.9 million;
Islands Plan investments - £10.2 million;

Oil development - £0.3 million

Transfers to Pension Funds - £2.3 million;

Transfer to the Capital Equalisation Fund - £29illion
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Firstly, departmental operating expenditure.

Departmental expenditure covers the budgets of GCemtial Services, which includes
FIGAS, Human Resources, Health & Social Servicedcation, Public Works, Natural
Resources, Legal & Regulatory, Emergency Servieggcutive Management, Policy and
Economic Development, Mineral Resources and thasingy.

The total net operating expenditure for the depantism mentioned above for 2020/21 is
budgeted at £68.9 million.

This is largely unchanged from last year as thegdtudbelect Committee clearly sought to
defer any major amendments. There are some com@etses that FIG has to pay; a very
small number of new posts, a 1.5% pay award aneratiinor amendments to operational
requirements.

The delivery of effective public services has newsmen more vital to the security,
development, cohesion and health of the Falklatahds. We may have a number of posts
and budgets, but we need to be acutely aware athtenges that the present climate may
play in recruitment as our ambitious plans do nesaple doing the actual work. Against this
backdrop | salute my Treasury and other colleadgoesheir enormous efforts in preparing
this year’s budget.

Mr Speaker,

| now move on to the Islands Plan part of the budge

The Islands Plan budget has been agreed at £10i@nfior 2020/21. This budget provides
grant assistance to non-government organisatiamsalspayments and funding for other
programmes.

A substantial sum of £2.6 million is budgeted toypde ongoing Covid-19 support.

In terms of the main subvention bodies, the follggvallocations were agreed:

£700,000 as a contribution to the Tourist Board

£450,000 as an operating subsidy to Falkland Isl&helat Company;

£272,000 to support Falklands Radio and Media;

up to £847,740 to be made available to the Falklalathds Development Corporation;
£210,000 to Falklands Conservation;

and £122,667 to SAERI as they continue to devediep tonger-term plans.

As previously agreed, Falkland Islands Museum aatoNal Trust will receive a payment
from Government, based on part of the passenger & the number of cruise ship
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passengers. We acknowledge that this could be utideat due to present tourism
constraints.

In line with last year, an allocation of the Islarfélan budget is for the continued operation of
the ferry service and also for route developmestsassociated with the second flight.

An allocation of £0.3 million has been made avadatio the oil development budget. This
budget covers potential legal and regulatory cass®ciated with the ongoing aim to achieve
suitable oil development in the Falkland Islands.

Transfers to Pension Funds are made to preservéotigeterm financial security of the
Falkland Islands. Lump sum payments totalling £2i8ion will be paid in total into the
Retirement Pensions Scheme and the Pensions (Chdj Fund.

Both pension funds have recently undergone actuesiaews, so that Falkland Islands

Government can keep a close watch on the lialslitempared to the value of assets,
payments coming in and payments out. This yeaaissters reflect these reviews. If need be,
further corrective action can be taken as parmefitudget process in future years.

As | mentioned previously, there will be a trandfethe Capital Equalisation fund of £29.1
million for investment in capital projects.

More information will be provided shortly.

As stated, Falkland Islands Government is targetibgidget surplus for 2020/21. This is not
guaranteed of course, and requires careful ongomgtoring.

Turning now to Government revenue sources:

Corporation Tax and Income Tax rates will remaim shme.

In terms of fishing licence income, the budgetaet$ previous expectations in financial
projections across the next five years. This widhtinue to be carefully monitored in

conjunction with the industry.

As a result of Covid-19 it was decided there shdagdho inflationary increases in fees and
charges beyond those previously committed and Il pvibvide some more details in the

Finance Bill later.

Not all price increases are currently subject tpslation, so not all will be in the Finance
Bill.

Electricity prices will continue to be reviewed baguarter but, this budget assumes they will
remain at 23 pence a unit when the current tempoeatuction is withdrawn.

Welfare and social payments will increase by 1.5% includes Family Allowances which
continue to be tax free.

Weekly retirement pensions will also be increasgd.b%, from £161 to £163.
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The Travel Credit Scheme will continue into 2020/21
The minimum wage will increase from £7.03 an hau£7.13 an hour.

Treasury will once again publish a list of key batlgighlights which will include the details
that | have just mentioned.

Mr Speaker, this concludes my presentation of thprépriation Bill to this House and | beg
to move that the Bill be read a second time.

The Honourable Roger Spink
Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.
Mr Speaker

The Motion is that the Bill be read a second timdoes any Honourable Member wish to
speak to the Motion?

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman
Thank you, Mr Speaker.

| would like to thank the Honourable Financial Sary for taking us through what is also
his first budget and | failed to welcome to thisude in the last Assembly but, thank you
Honourable Member for his explanation.

Just to give a quick insight into some key areaspfown portfolio area that are within this
budget:

Over £6 million of that £68.9 million operating eqliture for departments, which was
mentioned by the Honourable Financial Secretarigrithe Department of Natural
Resources. This however is the first budget talseenovement of Maritime Operating
expenditure from Department of Natural Resourcasttothe Department of Emergency
Services and Internal Security. This is the fitepan the movement of Maritime from DNR
to Regulatory in Emergency Services.

Of that DNR budget, £1.7 million is also towardshiries scientific research, which is an
important element for the sustainability of our esn

In other environmental budgets, over £500,00096 aliggested for approval to bolster our
environmental section and also to support for caag®nal NGOs in their operating
expenditure.

Also, within my portfolio, it is one of the two lgest Government revenue providers; Natural
Resources are also projected to take revenue hilgheprevious year — over £29 million.
We also have a stake to drive support to the natgneatest employer after Government
services, which is Agriculture, as His Excellenaydsin his address to this House earlier
today, the wool purchasing programme is helpedsgsugport in uncertain times and this
budget continues that support through the prograimmealso through the farm improvement
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programme of the departments and also, the advatecan be accessed through that
department in these uncertain times.

Work continues overseas too in the Falkland IslaBagernment Office to secure the most
prosperous deal we can for our two main exportegias; Falkland Islands Fisheries and
Meat Products are working to secure tariff and gude access to the EU market. As
unpopular a theme it may be talk about Brexits still very important. It is also assisting
Falkland Islands businesses that are the cornee stbour economy but also, helping
Falkland Islands Government to mitigate loss ingooation Tax, of which the Fisheries
sector does provide a large amount.

There also lies the potential to unlock hydrocasbmnthe future and although oil prices are
currently low there is need to finance work for fleethcoming year to create a new and
prosperous revenue stream for the Islands. TheD@®#elopment Fund also, within in this
budget, allows us to continue this work.

That is a very brief look, but thank you, Mr Sperake

Mr Speaker

Does any other Member wish to speak to that Motion?

The Motion is that the Bill be read a second tims there any objection to the Motion?
There is no objection; the Bill will be read a seddime.

Clerk of the Assembly

A Bill for an Ordinance to authorise the withdraviadm the Consolidated Fund of money
for the financial year ending 30 June 2021.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, | beg to move the Bill be read a thimte and do pass.
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Billrbad a third time and do pass — is there
any objection to the Motion?

There is no objection; the Bill will be read a thirme and do pass.
Clerk of the Assembly

A Bill for an Ordinance to authorise the withdraviadm the Consolidated Fund of money
for the financial year ending 30 June 2021.
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Report on the proceedings of the Select Committeh® Estimates.
Capital Appropriation Bill.
Mr Speaker

| invite the Honourable Financial Secretary repaots the proceedings of that Select
Committee.

The Honourable Financial Secretary
Mr Speaker, thank you.

This report clearly reflects the deliberations lbé tSelect Committee on the Estimates, in
relation to the capital programme and capital egfare.

A five-year capital programme was agreed by thedlative Assembly in 2019/20 as part of
the Capital Appropriation Bill for that year - 2019

The five-year programme includes investment in sp&dusing, quarry capacity, utilities, air
services and public buildings, amongst others.

This capital programme now continues as previoigentified with the addition of just one
new project, for the swimming pool. Some changesehbeen made to the financial
allocation and/or timing of these projects as resli

Sometimes the full budgeted amounts for individpabjects are not made public for
procurement reasons, but the 2020/21 capital spgrmdans as part of the capital programme
include all the major projects previously identifiey my predecessor as Financial Secretary,
James Wilson, in his report last year, and as meeti by His Excellency the Governor
today. | do not propose to repeat those details now

It is however incumbent upon me to mention, as #anaf significant interest to many, that
the capital plan as amended does include the prslyicapproved purchase of the unsold
wool clip.

The budget therefore incorporates an ongoing dgpisgramme through to 2024/25.

The timing of expenditure within this five-year dap programme has been reviewed. It is, of
course, possible that the start date and compleiad® of some of the projects will change in
timing terms. It is further acknowledged that thesea limit on the supply of labour and
capacity available to progress all projects atstnme time, and hence Government intends to
focus considerable effort this year, and beyondyuilding a ten-year capital programme to
support delivery of the Islands Plan.

A key consideration is that there is funding altedafor the capital projects committed to,
which form part of this ongoing programme of work.
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It should be noted that the forecast 2019/20 chpxrpenditure now stands at £26.0 million.
The full year revised projected capital budgetZ020/21 amounts to £52.7 million, and there
continues to be regular reporting on progressadstianding Finance Committee.

A review has been undertaken of the phasing otiagisnd proposed capital projects, there
remains a weighting towards the early part of tive-fear capital programme, but any
variations in timing will be met through the funtsat have been allocated to the Capital
Equalisation Fund.

The budgeted capital programme excludes the fingnaf major infrastructure projects such
as the potential for a new port or the replacenpemter station, although it does, of course,
include provision for further detailed design wamkboth cases.

These projects have so far not been included inrtedium-term financial plan until their
scope is clarified and the financing sources corgat.

Investment plans for a new port and a replacemewep station require review of income
levels in future years. In addition, Government assessing assumptions of the extent to
which major capital investments remain fully fundeg FIG, or with contributions from
users, other partners, or alternative funding geaments.

Mr Speaker, Falkland Islands Government needs tdirage to deliver prudent financial
management and surpluses so that such large captastructure investments can take
place.

For each of the five years of this medium-termriicial plan, budgeted income still exceeds
budgeted operating expenditure.

Some of the accumulated reserves are used to payw&stments in the capital programme.

At the end of the five-year programme in June 2@25 ratio of maintaining 2.5 times
operating expenditure in reserves is still met.

To continue to maintain oversight, close scrutififirmances is supported by the provision of
regular forecast reports to the Standing Finanaar@ittee. A close watch is kept on areas of
risk and volatility within both income and spendifthey will clearly receive even greater
scrutiny in the current climate.

The annual budget process itself provides an oppiyt to review and revise, where
necessary, the capital plan if necessary.

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this concludesepgnt on the proceedings of the Select
Committee on the Estimates.

The Honourable Roger Spink
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | move that thentdpe accepted.

The Honourable Roger Edwards
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Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Does any Member wish to speak to that Motion?
Is there any objection to passing that Motion?
No objection; that report from the Select Committeehe Estimates is accepted.
Clerk of the Assembly

Capital Appropriation Bill 2020.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, | propose the first reading of the.Bill
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Bill.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Bill t@ad for a first time — is there any
objection to the Motion?

There is no objection; the Bill will be read fofiest time.
Clerk of the Assembly

A Bill for an Ordinance to authorise the withdraviiedm the Capital Equalisation Fund of
money for capital projects.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, thank you.

The purpose of the Bill before you today is to aue the appropriation of monies from the
Capital Equalisation Fund for capital projects. ave described the ongoing capital

programme.

The Bill is for £24,457,734. This is the fundingaths required in 2020/21, calculated as
follows:

The full 2020/21 capital programme is £52.7 milliokhere is £2.7 million budgeted for
capital receipts in the year, so this reduces theusmt of money needed to pay for the capital
projects to £50.0 million.
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However, there is an estimated £34.7 million thas wpproved in 2019/20 that was not spent
in that year and so that is carried forwards i@@®21. Legislative permission is not needed
to spend that money again.

During the course of 2019/20, approval was giveroubh some of the Supplementary
Appropriation Bills for additional capital expenglie of £9.2 million. Legislative permission
needs to be obtained to actually spend this ontalgpiojects because the Supplementary
Appropriation Bill was just for the transfer fronmet Consolidated Fund to the Capital
Equalisation Fund. So, in summary, £50.0 milliossl&€34.7 million carried forward from
last year, plus the addition of £9.2 million in th@&rent year approvals, totals £24.5 million.

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this concludes mgsegmtation of the Capital
Appropriation Bill to this House and | beg to mdheat the Bill be read a second time.

The Honourable Roger Spink
Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.
Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Billrbad a second time — does anyone wish to
speak to the Motion?

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Noting as the Honourable Financial Secretary dithtpto - the needs for sensitivities on
contracts to be tendered. There is also a balanbe found with public input and oversight
on ongoing work that is a significant part of outure.

In his Motion of Thanks my Honourable Colleague, MBragger, put forward a suggestion
for quarterly Capital Programme updates for thelipub think this is a great idea to help
improve transparency. So, not necessarily a debatemore a points to pick out that even
though the Capital Programme is approved, we hopake more people with it in future.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Member wish to speak to the Motion?

The Motion is that the Bill be read a second tims there any objection to the Motion?
There is no objection; the Bill will be read a seddime.

Clerk of the Assembly

A Bill for an Ordinance to authorise the withdrawadm the Capital Equalisation Fund of
money for capital projects.

The Honourable Financial Secretary
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Mr Speaker | beg to move the Bill be read a thimetand do pass.
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Bill lead a third time and do pass — any
objection to the Motion?

There is no objection; the Bill will be read a thirme and do pass.
Clerk of the Assembly

A Bill for an Ordinance to authorise the withdrawadm the Capital Equalisation Fund of
money for capital projects.

Report on the proceedings of the Select Committeh® Estimates.

The Finance Bill.

Mr Speaker

The Honourable Financial Secretary, if you wouke lio report on those proceedings please.
The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker,

| am reporting back on the Estimates in relatiotheFinance Bill and the work of the Select
Committee.

You will already have heard that prices chargedG@myvernment in general will not be
increasing, but also that pensions will increasitiere will be a cost of living pay award for
FIG workers.

Some of the things that Falkland Islands Governnodiairges for exist in legislation and
others do not, but Government seeks to be as tasspas possible in the basis for the prices
charged. Prices charged should be the result aliaypdecision, informed by the financial
ambitions and constraints that the Governmentdsgjell as considerations of fairness.

The changes proposed within the Finance Bill 2@énhfpart of the overall 2020/21 budget
and the ongoing financial plan.

As part of the budget and legislative drafting msscthis year current fees charged have been
reviewed. There are some areas identified in thal& Rates Ordinance 1973 where the fee
charged is at a rate other than that prescribe@rulagdv and the Finance Bill will seek to
correct these.
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Mr Speaker, this concludes my report on the praogsdof the Select Committee on the
Estimates in relation to the Finance BiIll.

The Honourable Roger Spink
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | move that thentdpe accepted.

The Assembly in our last budget emphasised itsdation as being the well-being of people
across the Falkland Islands, that is why we coneahitd local services of most importance to
Falkland Islanders. We did not wish to see this mitiment undermined in the budget for
2020/21 and thus have continued to invest in ooplgewith upward adjustments in wages,
welfare payments and no rises in fees and chawjescontinue to invest in our industry and
infrastructure; two ingredients for long term susthle growth in our economy.

Our Government has recognised already the firsagnpf Covid-19 and provided support
for workers and businesses and the heavily affest®al sector. This has been possible, in
part, because of the policy of past budgets to laavexcess of income over expenditure and
the building of substantial reserves. We have noted away from our careful approach and
have signalled the impact of the pandemic will cure to be closely monitored.

This budget does not seek to make substantial iadditcommitments and demands for
additional growth in operating costs; it leavesdream in the operating budget to respond to
future challenges.

Our long term social vision of giving our childrand young people the best possible start is
unchanged and this budget supports this througliyfesapport, school investment and our
new Falkland College.

We have seen the value of our investments in Healtiecent months, with the excellent
response of our hospital and staff to the pandewie.continue to invest in new capabilities
for KEMH so we can provide more diagnostic and roaldiprocedures in the Falkland
Islands.

| would like to thank Tim Waggott, James Wilson ahdir team in the Treasury for their
work at this difficult time in putting these budgebgether.

Thank you.

The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Does any Member wish to speak to the Motion orréipert?
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker.
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| too wish to commend the increases here propaseitié support of families as well as the
10p on the minimum wage, which is still in line wthe living wage again.

At the Agricultural Advisory Committee, earlier the year, we discussed veterinary charges
and I'm pleased to see considerations of the coteenwere taken into account. Last year
this Assembly was asked why the Budget figibaccompli and we had tasked the then
Financial Secretary to address this issue and wairla programme of public engagement to
look at ways that we could engage the public aorgpies - through committees - and how
that this could be achieved.

While Covid-19 has distracted from a lot of worktlis year, it is also true that no start was
made towards a public engagement programme despiteminding this House of this
commitment, as well as Budget Select Committee.

We, like other governments around the world, shéeavorking to the good governance
principles adopted by the Commonwealth as besteasan. | hope to see progress and a plan
before this House’s final budget next year.

But | support this Motion, thank you.

Mr Speaker

Any other Member wish to speak?

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

With the comments from my Honourable Colleague, dwnourable Teslyn Barkman, |
completely agree with the process of going dowh rtihad.

| would also like to say that whilst 5 meetings nsagm like an awful lot on the Budget; it is
far fewer than we have and | commend the Treasndyal the work they've done, so |
would like to thank them publicly.

| would hope that we would look for more transpasem the budget process next year as
well. Obviously, laying no blame at the door of ang this year, it is exceptional
circumstances and we would have preferred that.

Thank you very much, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Member wish to speak?

The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, | am sure my Members are actually medipg to the second reading of the BiIll,
are they not?
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Mr Speaker

They are, indeed, but the report on the Estimdtasdveryone was involved with so, they
can comment at this stage, should they wish.

Any further comment?

Is there any objection to accepting that report?
There is no objection; the report is accepted.
Clerk of the Assembly

Finance Bill 2020.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, | beg to move the first reading of Bile
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Billrbad a first time — is there any objection
to passing the Motion?

There is no objection; the Bill will be read a fitsne.

Clerk of the Assembly

A Bill for an Ordinance to increase licence feenilg allowance, retirement pension benefits
and, contributions provided for under the laws leé Falkland Islands; to provide for the
validation of charges collected contrary to ledis&provisions and to provide for connected
matters.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, thank you.

The purpose of this Bill is to give effect to thieaonges in various allowances, charges and
fees provided for under the laws of the Falklandnds. It also makes new provisions in

relation to certain fees and charges.

Please note that unless otherwise stated, theedaager to increases of approximately 1.5%
and will take effect from 1 July 2020.
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There are, however, a number of areas identifieere/the fees charged are different to those
that have been set out in legislation. Passing Fimsnce Bill into law means that these
discrepancies will now be resolved — a process knaw ‘validation’ — and will not be an
issue going forward.

In the majority of cases, the discrepancies havg wenimal financial impact both to the
individual's concerned or Falkland Islands Governtnas a whole. There was one area
where the impact was slightly more significant. sTis to do with the fees charged in relation
to service charges, under the Stanley Rates Orcindf73. The legislation states that the
charge should be Gazetted; however, the fee thaitharged was increased to £438.60 from
1 July 2019 with the last Gazetted amount beinghfiastk in 2011.

The fee was increased to better reflect the actst for providing the services to a property.
Customers have received the service relating tofdbeand the charge is not excessive in
relation to the cost incurred by the Falkland ldeGovernment in providing that service. It
should be noted that service charges have alsovka@®ed in May and June 2020.

This Finance Bill validates all fees that have bekmtified as being charged at a rate higher
than the rate that had previously been set inlk@ms.

Mr Speaker, going on to the clauses in the Findite2020, they can be summarised as
follows:

- Clause 3 increases the fees under the Banking &emnd Order 1989. This means
that the price of a banking licence to operatehim Falkland Islands increases from
£11,000 to £12,000 from 1 January 2021. The preze s based upon an Executive
Council decision in July 2010;

- Clause 4 increases the Family Allowance under thaily Allowances Ordinance
1960 from £77.00 to £78.00 per month;

- Clause 5 increases the fees under the Minimum V@admance 2013. The minimum
wage increase is from £7.03 an hour to £7.13 per fiom 1 January 2021;

- Clause 6 increases the fees under the Retirememsidds (Prescribed Rates)
Regulations 1996. Changes to pensions paid outtaki effect from 1 July 2020.
The changes to contributions come into effect araduary 2021. Pensions paid out
will increase by 1.5%, but employee and employantrdoutions will increase by
5.6% which is in line with a policy of reducing theficit in the Pension Equalisation
Fund;

- Finally, Clause 7 validates charges collected anateded contrary to legislation
under the Stanley Rates Ordinance 1973 duringehegbetween May 2011 and the
date of publication of the new charges.

| believe that covers all the changes to legistatiequired for the items that have been
included in the budget workings.

Before concluding my rather lengthy presentatiataig | should like to consider the budget
planning and budget setting process overall.
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Against a challenging backdrop, two weeks isolation myself, as well on arrival in the
Falkland Islands, and a compressed timeframe, kiden the overall process to have
delivered a pragmatic and sensible example of m#cmaking.

| would to thank colleagues in all Government dapants for the time that they have spent
preparing the budgets and accepting that a trudgateess was the correct approach. Within
a tight timescale, | congratulate colleagues in dlefpr drafting the Bills, offer my
appreciation to the Attorney General for his peasosupport, thank the Clerk of the
Legislative Assembly and colleagues in Gilbert Hofr their good humour in supporting
multiple iterations of the paperwork, and celebridite entire Treasury team for their work
completing the budget in particular, Debbie Ferribark Rutherford and of course James
Wilson himself. All this at a time when the Treastgam are also administering a significant
range of support schemes for the community as dewho

Of course, | cannot conclude without thanking thenelurable Chief Executive and
Honourable Members of the Legislative Assembly tfegir warm welcome to the Islands,
and their support and encouragement throughouptbisess.

Mr Speaker, | beg to move the Bill be read a sed¢one.
The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Billread a second time — does any Member
wish to speak to the Motion?

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman
Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Just to comment on what were the Honourable Fiaar8gcretary closing words there, |
think a few months ago we weren’t sure that thiddat was going to happen, and | think the
fact that was a suspected outcome is absolutetanding, but it has taken a sincere amount
dedication and commitment to get us to this pointl svould too, like to thank the Treasury
team for all their commitment during this time tet gvhat is a usual annual process, actually,
up and running again from what was a standing.stdrat also, goes across Government
because it took some serious adjustment to resgarthcess a little bit as well. And also, to
our own Clerk, Cherie Clifford, who kept the officenning at the toughest of times to keep
these processes and so many meetings happeniregn-ween we were all isolating ourselves
off with our families at the most inconvenient whes.

But we are here and | would only reiterate my comimearlier around the importance of
transparency and hopefully even if we are adjustingvhat is a new set of Government
operations and the threat of global pandemics, Wdimd a way to make this budget process
more revolutionary and more open to public scrutiny
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Thank you, Mr Speaker, | support the Motion.
Mr Speaker
Does any other Member wish to speak to the Motion?

The Motion before the House is that the Bill bedraasecond time — is there any objection to
the Motion?

There is no objection; the Bill will be read a seddime.

Clerk of the Assembly

A Bill for an Ordinance to increase licence feenilg allowance, retirement pension benefits
and, contributions provided for under the laws leé Falkland Islands; to provide for the
validation of charges collected contrary to ledis&provisions and to provide for connected
matters.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, | beg to move the Bill be read a thimte and do pass.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Billhead for a third time and do pass — is
there any objection to that Motion?

There is no objection; the Bill will be read a thirme and do pass.

Clerk of the Assembly

A Bill for an Ordinance to increase licence feenilg allowance, retirement pension benefits
and, contributions provided for under the laws leé Falkland Islands; to provide for the
validation of charges collected contrary to ledis&provisions and to provide for connected
matters.

The Motion for Adjournment

The Honourable Chief Executive

Mr Speaker, | beg to move that this House stanpiatkdsine die.

The Honourable Mark Pollard

Thank you very much, Mr Speaker, in rising to supgee Motion, | will keep it fairly short.
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| just ask that people please continue to follo# #dvice and guidance of the Government
and help each other. In these times, if you areligrplease reach out and talk. If you think
someone else may be struggling then please reddh them.

Perhaps, it is best summed up by two words thdteee quite often these days and that’s “be
kind”. | believe together we will make it throughig¢ and hopefully we will see an end to
these times.

Thank you very much, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members,

| have a few points | jotted down in no particudader last night.

Covid has clearly dominated much of our work in slands and clearly, around the world
over recent months. We are in a fortunate positibiias been, as the Honourable Stacy
Bragger said, over six weeks now since there waessa at MPA. We're very fortunate to be
in that position when you look at what happeneddme of the ships that were calling in
here, like thezaandam, who then got lots of cases on-board and havedifies unloading
everything. We have used that time very sensiblgrapare and that again has been talked
about today, how all the departments have workgdther to prepare for the possible arrival
of Covid into the Islands, again. We are continuindift restrictions, we see some people
around the table here who have been locked awasofioe time and it is good to realise that
we can do that because isolation is a difficulty people, it does increase the chances of
mental health problems and so, | am pleased waldegto do that.

People will also have probably have heard about Mealand; yesterday, they effectively
said everything, all the restrictions are off — pleocan go into hotels, into bars, have
restaurants, cinemas are open and there are mizttess on the amount of people that can
gather in public, social distancing is advised ot compulsory — so | think, with luck, we
will soon emulate what is happening in New Zealanthink it is worth just pointing out
what Jacinta Arden, the Prime Minister, said whee svas asked about the quarantine
restrictions and she said, and | quote, “therenisimeline for opening them, as they are the
country’s best line of defence” and when peopleedsabout the tourist problems and the
tourist industry would be harmed she said “it i©@btime New Zealanders got used to
looking to home for their holidays and get to kntveir homeland and rather than travel
overseas’- | think it is something we should coasidere.

| think the Honourable Leona Roberts in the lasteksbly meeting said that there are many
places in the Falklands she has never been, andsnperhaps that opportunity that we can
do. A little bit controversial, we have a traveheme where the Government contributes to
enable people to travel and when we set that @b,vilas very clear that we only wanted to
use it to pay for flights or for passages on vessahd things like that around the Islands. |
think we need to give consideration as to whetherextreme situation of Covid that we are
facing at the moment and the effect that is likelyrave on our tourism industry, whether we
could, or should, consider as a one off — justoioe year — saying that that scheme and the
money that people money hold in that scheme cantasused to pay for accommodation in
lodges and bed and breakfast establishments atberfgalklands. That would certainly help
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those businesses at this time and it might easartteaint of money Government has to give
to support that industry. It is a thought and hkhit is something we’ll discuss as we go on.

As the Prime Minister of New Zealand said “quanaatis vital”. |, for one, believe that the
guarantine of the Falklands, as we say at the mbp®ople arriving in the Falkland Islands
have to quarantine for two weeks, up till now, wavé sort of left that in the Medical
Department, the Chief Medical Officer and other g to say whether someone should
guarantine, | think last week Members discussesiliih the Attorney General and the Chief
Executive and we were quite clear that in retrosiegerhaps something we shouldn’t be
asking the Medical Department to do; it should beught into legislation and regulation to
mandate compulsory quarantine on arrival and | ktlogv Attorney General is looking to
bring regulations to us and | hope within the niext days, those regulations will come. It
won't change to what is going on at the momentppewill then still be expected to isolate
for two weeks, it’s just takes it away from the Ntd Department when they have a lot more
things to do.

Covid disease is a very strange disease and it'e gmeople, clearly, not referring to anyone
around the table here; young people sometimes dorit know they've had it and they only
find out when they having a routine swab test d®ay find out they’'ve got the virus, or they
have an antibody test and say gosh, you've haddCawnd they never had any symptoms and
that is what makes it very difficult in patrollirigis because it is thought that maybe 25% of
all cases are asymptomatic — in other words, tluaestly don’t have any symptoms. Others
though unfortunately, particularly those peoplelmongoing illnesses or the more elderly in
our community, if they get Covid they can die witldays, or they could find themselves on
a ventilator, half way between life and death fanyweeks. But, the amount of people who
survive having being ventilated is relatively sm&lo, it is so important to protect our
society, to protect our community and to proteat wuinerable people that we continue to
insist that we reduce any chance of Covid gettinigare.

In the United Kingdom, it is clear that some memsbef society there and | refer to the
BAME, so that is the Black, the Asian and the Ethviinorities seem in some way to have a
hugely higher incidence of death from Covid, andbsack men for instance, they have
almost 2 times the chance of dying of their eq@malwhite person if they get Covid.
Bangladeshi men and people from Asia, again, hakeace of almost 1.75 times the chance
of dying and similarly for women from BAME commuyithey have 1.6 times the chance of
dying if they get Covid. Fifty percent of all premmt ladies who have been admitted to
hospital have become from the BAME community, etlesugh they are a relatively small
part of the overall population of the UK.

So, why are people in those communities dying ntbe: white people? Well it is not
entirely clear yet, but certainly the doyen of sbdénequality, Professor Michael Marmot,
who wrote a very influential report, just over 18ays ago now, saying that people from
deprived areas - and perhaps the areas where tle¢ Etecutive comes from — Northern
England, North West, North East die much earli@antpeople from the more affluent South
and the South East of England, and made very thaais because of social deprivation. It is
people with lower incomes, lower standards withive thousehold, perhaps increases
occupancy of their houses and there is a cleaelation between when people died and their
level of social deprivation.
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It is unfortunate to realise, and I think | spoketlhhe House some time ago about this, that
over that decade of austerity that followed witl@@conomic crisis, those inequalities have
risen and instead of the usual slow but steadyeas® in how long people live, there has
actually been a turn around and because of thaddoef time after the crash, people are
dying earlier - even without Covid.

| think Professor Marmot was interviewed on the B&Couple of weeks ago and asked why
he thought the BAME society were suffering so mérdm Covid, and he was quite clear
that his view was almost certainly is because i3f ithicreasing health inequalities because of
social deprivation - | think society needs to laikhat. Clearly, there can be other causes, it
could be genetic, and there is certainly an engbegn promised into trying to find out
exactly why that society is more badly affectechtii@ equivalent white population.

Mr Speaker, | am sure you’ll agree with me thatk$awithin America have for so long been
second class citizens in their own country and hauéfered severe disadvantage -
economically and socially — and in so many différerays. United States has followed a
policy of high incarceration of criminals and thegve a huge prison population, but it is
interesting to note that in that prison populatithre average across the states, there is five
times more black people in prison than whites ansome States, it is even higher than that.
Again, the UK isn’t free from this; if we look ahé& populations of prisons in the United
Kingdom, again, they show an increased prevalehpeaple from the BAME community.

But, | think, Mr Speaker, | am leading up to tatikiabout what happened about just over two
weeks ago now on the 93vay, when the world watched on their TV news wthilswhite,
American policeman casually killed a black Americanthe TV. | say “casually” because in
the almost nine minutes that he was kneeling onnthe’s neck, he had his hands in his
pockets and three other policeman were surroundidg’t try to interfere. His name was
George Floyd. Yes, he had a criminal record, buwag also, and more importantly, a human
being and since his death there have been hugendéraions in the United States focusing
around the “Black Lives Matter” banner and “I cahboeathe”. Some of those have become
violent and clearly no one would want to suppodlemce, but we would want to support
peaceful demonstrations - they are ongoing.

It is not just in the United States, what people sa the television that day has stimulated so
many other people in many other countries to detnatesagainst that sort of inequality. That

murder that has so often a feature of the policthéncase of black people, it has also had
demonstrations in the United Kingdom and some metpined to violence and again, we

would condemn that, but in Bristol, perhaps theertughlighted event, there was the pulling

down of a statue that has stood there for manysyealebrating the life of one of those

Bristol businessmen, who was basically, his weattme from the slave trade — he was a
slaver — and yet, there was a statue standingigidBto celebrate his life. There were many
petitions brought forward over the years in Brigtokry and get the council to take it down

but they refused. So, | think the people took toitheir own hands and no one supports
violence, but no one should support the puttingiug statue of someone who was a slaver.

Mr Speaker, if you'll permit me, | just want to efly touch on things and how things have
developed in the United States where race has esoich an issue and focuses again on
George Floyd. Slavery in the United Kingdom waslished in 1833, it wasn’t abolished
until 1865 in the States and by that time, huge lmens) of slaves had been taken to work on
plantations and other places within America.
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The issue of race continues from that day and B618ot that long ago - | was one — 1956,
the United States did a survey of the populatiashlass than half of people - white and black
— felt that white schools should admit black studen

1957, over a thousand Paratroopers of thé' Zotborne Division — made famous because of
the Band of Brothers series — over 1,000 of tham@tPoopers were needed to escort nine
black students who wanted to attend a white orthpstc

1958, somebody got married in the State of Virgna,were sentenced to prison. Were they
gay? Was this a gay marriage? No, of course it Wasmwas just that one was white and one
was black, so they were sentenced to prison. Tds& wasn’t overturned until 1967.

1963, we will know about the big march on Washingtehere 200,000 blacks, but also
whites, and other people marched on Washingtondemanded equal rights. It was the
famous speech by Matrtin Luther King of “I have aamn”.

Eventually, the Civil Rights Bill did come into tt&tates in 1964 and tried to overturn that
engrained segregation, discrimination that facethaay people in the States, but it only did
so much.

It is surprising to realise that in 1973, the SapeeCourt over the States ruled that education
was not a fundamental right and that States wiimerica could disproportionately harm the
education of the blacks with funding; more monewtote schools, less money to blacks.

In 2002, the Harvard Civil Rights Organisation res&d that segregation in schools was
almost as bad as it was in the 1960s.

Mr Speaker, the United Kingdom has its own histofyracism and we look at the Enoch

Powell Rivers of Blood speech. We look at the Stopl Search, or the SoS, laws that
unfairly targeted black populations in the UK. Véek at Theresa May when she was Home
Secretary and her hostile environment that she teeimplement where immigrants were

illegally deported and, of course, the Windrushnsleds which has been highlighted on the
Sitting in Limbo film from the BBC - those were adicist acts.

At such times, Mr Speaker, as going on in the Statehe moment, it’s vitally important that
the Prime Minister or the President - whoevergule country — sets the tone for the nation
and leads the country in that situation. I'm afrthdt hasn’'t been the case in America and
I’'m afraid Donald Trump has not led the country,Has not tried to sort out the problems; in
fact, he’s tried to inflame the situation by higvé&ets” that he has put out. He made a speech
five days ago announcing that there were good shingcelebrate - that the unemployment
figures were actually better than they thoughtsTdn TV and | just want to read you a small
part of the speech he made, he said, and thisjissbemployment issues:

“Hopefully George — George Floyd — is looking dowght now and saying this is a great
thing that has happened for our country. This great day for him. It's a great day for
everyone”

That is a speech from the President of the UnitateS.
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So, Mr Speaker, demonstrations continue — | hopg will and | hope they will be peaceful.
| am sure that this House and the Falklands asaewhill join me when | say: Black Lives
Do Matter.

Mr Speaker, | support the Motion.
The Honourable lan Hansen

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to supfie Motion | will be very brief, | have
a couple of things to mention.

First of all, of course, | would like to thank tliénancial Secretary and all his team at the
Secretariat for all the work they have done, whighobviously fairly difficult under the
circumstances.

It was mentioned earlier on about the generous Bovent offer to buy wool from farmers
who had wool left on their farms and wool remainihgy couldn’t sell, | totally agree; it was
a generous offer. It is also good to know thaffaimers that were contacted have taken up
the offer and | am just waiting to have it signdti-othe contracts etc. | would just like to
clarify because a few people have mentioned towig/‘are FLH included in this?”

| would like to clarify that FLH are not included this Government buying wool; FLH are
managing still, trickling their own wool into theamket and the FLH Board meeting we had
the other day, it was made clear to us, Board Meslibat while our budget will be very
prudent this year, which the Managers are workimgl lat and have done a good job, we will
be okay for this season and for, hopefully, the$eeable future if we can continue to trickle
our wool into the market — albeit, at a much lowace than last year.

The only difference at FLH you’ll find, we are nlatying people off, as | have heard the
rumour, we are perhaps not filling some vacant pdst now, but apart from that, it is
business as usual.

And finally, Mr Speaker, | would like to take th@pportunity to publicly thank Liberty
Lodge for their very generous offer to take somewfpatients and people from KEMH and
put down in Liberty Lodge because the people thaetbeen down there think it is the most
wonderful thing. I think it was a great gesture.

Mr Speaker, | support the Motion.
The Honourable Leona Roberts
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Yes, | would like to start by saying how pleasedn, actually, that my Honourable
Colleague, Barry Elsby, has raised this incredibpjical and difficult issue in the House here
today — the Black Lives Matter campaign, the prsteésat were seeing — and of course, |
would absolutely, heartedly agree with a great déathat he says, including, of course, that
we do not condone violence and | hate to see tlages of looting and that kind of thing
going on. This is something that is incredibleb&honest, to believe is still an issue today; |
remember being at Senior School in those days stgdylartin Luther King’s great speech
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and feeling the abhorrence that this kind of thiress still around in the 1980s and to know it
is still around today is appalling. | completelyreg with everything that was said.

Also, | am very pleased to see actually that Penfjlews have chosen to tackle this issue —
the issue of racism and racial and social inequalithe Falklands. | very much look forward
to reading that article in this week’s paper. Itlwe challenging, I'm sure, and give us all
pause for thought, but because something is diffdoesn’'t mean it should be shied away
from. | congratulate them on that.

| wasn’t going to talk about Covid or Coronavirusadl, but | feel | must, | really want to
echo again the comments made by MLA Elsby on tled@irCredit Scheme. | do think that
there is potential for this to be adjusted in arsterm way, | think it would have to be time
bound to continue to fit in with the original pugeof the scheme, but | think it could help
Islanders who will not be travelling overseas sccmprobably in the next year or so, and
also, our tourism business and our lodges, sedfricaf places around the islands. So, | very
much look forward to us exploring that — bearingrimd, of course, the difficulty is going to
come in the administration of this; it's not asyeas it may look from the outside. Nothing is
ever simple is it, and we already have a Treasesynt which as has been recognised today
are already dealing with a great deal of extra wswkif this is going to happen, we need to
find a way not to put too much of a burden on them.

The main thing that | actually wanted to say todag nothing to with Coronavirus, as | say,
or the bits I've just talked about.

| would like to highlight the fact, Mr Speaker; $his always a special but a fairly difficult

time of year for many Falkland Islanders as we whrkugh a series of anniversaries,
culminating in the commemorations on™3une. Although 38 years have passed, there is no
denying that the events of 1982 continue to céshg shadow.

This year, because of Covid-19 and events entireyyond anyone’s control, we have been
unable to mark the anniversaries in the way we atlymvould and | know that has been
difficult for many people and has added an addéidawyer of stress to what is a difficult
situation anyway.

Landing Day, the liberation of Goose Green, the\arraries of battles, of lives lost on ships
and aircraft, and of course the tragic eventstatdy, which were marked yesterday, have all
been lower-key this year. Liberation Day, whicluimloubtedly the most significant day in
the Falklands’ calendar, will, of course, be diéfiertoo. However, we will continue to pay
our respects, to remember with love those who ¢jaeie lives for our freedom and those
who still bear the scars, and as well their faraiiewho we now think of as Falkland’s
families.

Because of social distancing, we know that numbave to be limited at Christ Church
Cathedral for the annual service there and thaetivédl be many who will not be able to
come, or feel they are unable to come to the LibmrdMonument as they normally would on
Liberation Day. However, we know they will be thémespirit and | do hope that those who
are not able to attend in person are able to egpvbat | know is our unwavering gratitude in
other ways.
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Personally, | would like to see Union and Falklasidnd flags around the town and lighting
up our Facebook profiles and groups. Although I'oh one for hash tags — that is a bit too
modern for me, I'm afraid, | don’t really quite wowith those things — it would feel
appropriate on this occasion if we do to say #W#&RéinemberThem or the other phrase that
is very much related with our veterans and the esveh1982; #FromTheSeaFreedom. | hope
people will think about those things on LiberatDay.

| know also that Falklands Radio is planning a dagpecial programming and so while we
may not be able to gather together to raise a tsaste normally would, perhaps we can do
that within our social bubbles, over the airwavied aven virtually, as I've said. We should
remember that there are those who are in isolatiirior their own safety — although, all
being well, that is not for much longer — and thare also those who are separated from their
families and their loved ones on this day, as veglt so this is an opportunity for us to reach
out to whatever we might be doing.

| would, finally, take the opportunity to thank agaur military personnel whose presence
here in the Islands safeguards our current anddsecurity and does so much more besides.
The majority of BFSAI personnel and families wititrbe able to join us either on Liberation
Day as they normally would, but | hope that thell sge and feel our continued support and
gratitude.

Thank you, Mr Speaker, | support the Motion.
The Honourable Roger Edwards
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to supfhe Motion for Adjournment,

I, too, would like to add my thanks to all in thee@sury for the hard work that they’'ve put in
producing this particular Budget. This Budget gadroff very well with lots of meetings — |
think someone mentioned we had five meetings aed tovid got in the way — and to
continue the budget under extreme conditions,nkthiney have done remarkably well to get
where we are today, so very well done to curreast pnd other members of the Treasury,
who have brought us to today.

Last year, | was not present Budget session; lamasy. | was planning to go on to — and did
go on to — New York for the Committee of 24. | wetl this year it had been delayed, it
hasn't yet been cancelled, but they have to getréipert back to the Committee before
October. | don’t see anything being lifted beforet@der so, it might as well be cancelled
otherwise | would probably be there with my HondueaColleague, lan Hansen, partaking
in that theatre.

My Honourable Colleague, Roger Spink, mentionediezamn what the Budget is in support

of the Islands, the work we've done for Covid ipgarting our industries, our economy, it is

for the people, which is why we have 2.5x our opegabudget in unrestricted reserves and
long may it be that way. We need it there for ayaday. Covid-19 is that rainy day and

going forward how long it will last, we have no &e

The one thing | will please ask of the Financiatr®&ary and others is that, | have recently
had calls to seek some information and | discovevecho longer produce budget books in
print; it is available electronically and the Arebs, for instance, have not had a printed copy
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of the budget book since 2000 — so 20 years theg baly had electronic copies. So, please
can | ask the budget book is printed and we haeecopy placed in the Library? Because it
is not only the figures on the budget like how mu@hgive towards to FIGAS operations or
what have you, it is also pay rates, grades aneleihdit is the only book that | am aware of
that gives you the establishment in one precisa. dreere are about 5 or 6 pages where you
can see what the establishment of Government is.

So, can | ask that we have a printed copy placeatdri_ibrary, so people can actually have
easy access to it?

The Governor in his address made reference to dnealAd several of my colleagues made
reference to the Port earlier on, | would like kari€y one thing — we've agreed Phase 1 & 2
of the Port project, which is detailed design amndipg of that project. We have provided
funding for those phases, we have not given figmé@ment to this ambitious venture and
we’'ve yet to see details of how we will actuallpdnce such a large construction project,
which is why it is not currently in the 5 year dapiplan, it is not in the £120 million five
year plan that the Governor mentioned in his speechis it in the sums of money that the
Financial Secretary mentioned in the Capital Appedon Bill 2020. So, there is still a lot of
work to do before final approval of the Port projec

It is close to the 12 June when the Islands once again came underageHat it desired. |
remember the times very well. It was thé"1fune that Fox Bay was relieved by Captain
Hugo White and | will be going to Fox Bay and layia wreath at their memorial on
Monday. But | do hope that people are in a positmnelebrate, because |1 think that is what
we do commemorate and celebrate our Islands bebtngned to its rightful population. So |
hope people are able to commemorate and celebrapenpy, but please, please remember
that we have this awful Covid-19 and it does affactrything we do.

Mr Speaker, | support the Motion.
The Honourable Stacy Bragger
Thank you, Mr Speaker.

My Honourable Colleagues have already covered abeunof areas and spoken very
eloquently on areas | was planning to cover samni'twepeat those topics.

Just on a couple of issues | wish to speak abaetiygrthe Honourable Financial Secretary
spoke about the Swimming Pool, which has had awdreq history, shall we say, in recent
years and anyone who has walked past it and sneagedk into the fire exit doors, will see
it is still looking in a bit of a sorry state atettimoment, but it is a sign of progress as it has
been stripped down and renovation work that has beeg needed has taken place onto
painting the roof work and other pieces of work, Banight not look great at the moment,
but it is moving in the right direction and, as tHenourable Financial Secretary said, it is
included in the Budget for next year, and | knowsit very valued community resource and
people miss it. Hopefully, we will get moving omathas soon as we can and get it back as
soon as possible into running.

On a Covid-19 related matter, a recent editoriath@ Penguin News by Roddy Corderio
really struck a chord with me. In it, Roddy notéxtt during our recent lockdown we had

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
held on Tuesday 09 June 2020
70



relied upon many people who have come to the Islaadvork in some of our key sectors
such as, retailing. Those immigrants were deemegetessential workers and that's what
they are — they're essential. | see and hear amtaléy from some who should know better,
that they're to blame for some of the issues thatdeal as a community. | also hear that
immigrants from some countries are acceptable,endoime other countries of origin are not
deemed to be acceptable. That is not something toaild ever agree with.

Covid-19 and the potential dangers that it posee baought us together as a community and
have really shown what a caring and compassiorate phe Falkland is. | hope moving into

the future we can continue to show the best ofcoammunity and work together as | believe
every single person in this community has a rolelay in our continued success.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.
The Honourable Roger Spink
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members,

In rising to support the Motion, | would also like point out that as we approach Liberation
Day, | would like to thank the Deminers who've beerthe Islands for several years in their
efforts to liberate us from the mines that werée fiefm 1982. We are all very grateful for the
work they have done and I think this is my oppoitiuto give a vote of thanks for them, for
the work they have done on behalf of the community.

Thank you.
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman
Thank you, Mr Speaker.

| am mindful again that we are here to approveBhdget for 2020/21; the truth is if we

don’t invest we are standing still and we aren’tving with the needs of the country if we do
that — we would be settling for that failing infragcture rather than addressing it. This is
something we mentioned in the Motion of Thanks i® Ekcellency’s address.

As MLA Edwards notes, we are in the design phasestakeholder engagement phase of the
new port. That stakeholder engagement is impottabe sought before moving to the next
financing stage of the port development.

| am not going to speak for long, but | would e¢he words spoken on the importance of
community cohesion and recognising the role tharyne has to play in our community. |
was contacted last night by someone who was aftaeragtine advice and it transpired that
they would prefer to work for two weeks than toystd home and stick to the rules too
rigidly. I may be being unfair to the individualutothat was certainly the impression that |
got, and | implored with them: please do not thihis way, you may be willing to take the
risk yourself, but think of the risk that posesothers. Realise, you'll have to live with that
choice and the risk that there could be long teralth implications and death for those
people in our community, some of whom you may kntbwothing else, the chance that the
job you value so highly, you'd be unable to go emgpient with the lockdown that is
imposed by people behaving irresponsibly.
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There is support packages out there, so pleasetdo ¢tpuch with the relevant Government
Departments. The Treasury has extensive employegreamployee support packages there,
and if you need advice on what quarantine measugeseeded, contact the KEMH.

| would only say that community cohesion is impottao, please in the words of one of my
favourite philosophers, Jeremy Bentham, “greatesbdg for the greatest number”.
Utilitarianism is the concept but, put others befgourself — particularly at this time.

Thank you, Mr Speaker, | support the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, that concludes the businegsdary.

The House stands adjourned accordingly.
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