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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly 
Thursday 14 May 2020 

 
 
Prayers 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The Oath of Allegiance: The Honourable Financial Secretary.  
 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Confirmation of the Record of the Legislative Assembly held on the 27th February 2020. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, I have before me a record of that last meeting of the Assembly, is it 
your wish that I sign this as a true record? 
 
Honourable Members 
 
Aye. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Papers to be Laid on the Table by the Honourable Chief Executive. 
 
Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last 
sitting of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the 
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977. 
 
Child Minding and Day Care (Stepping Stones Limited – Extension of Time) Order 2020 
Mental Health (Approved Practitioners) Order 2020  
Infectious Diseases Control (Coronavirus) Regulations 2020  
Referendum (Single Constituency) (Postponement) Order 2020  
Currency (Coin) (No 2) Regulations Order 2020  
Infectious Diseases Control (Coronavirus) (No 2) Regulations 2020 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive  
 
Mr Speaker, I hereby lay the aforementioned Papers on the Table. 
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the Child Minding and Day 
Care (Stepping Stones Limited – Extension of Time) Order 2020 be noted. 
 
This Order extends the deadline for full compliance with the Child Minding and Day Care 
Ordinance 2018 in respect of Stepping Stones Nursery.  
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Stepping Stones Limited is a company which is provisionally registered under section 41 of 
the Ordinance for the purposes of providing day care to children.  Section 39 provides that 
provisionally registered providers of day care must be fully compliant with the Ordinance 
within 12 months of the commencement of the Ordinance, unless an extension is granted 
under section 42.  Stepping Stones Limited has applied for an extension, and the Director of 
Education has recommended that an extension be granted.  
 
When inspected, Stepping Stones met all of the required bronze standards with the exception 
of space which is out of their control currently.  The extension in this Order will enable the 
business to proceed with the development of a new purpose-built facility for the nursery.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Can I have a seconder, please? 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, does anyone wish to speak to that motion? No 
 
The Motion is the Child Minding and Day Care (Stepping Stones Limited – Extension of 
Time) Order 2020 is noted. 
 
Is there any objection to passing that motion?  
 
There is no objection; that order is noted. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the Mental Health (Approved 
Practitioners) Order 2020 be noted. 
 
By way of explanation, Section 91 (1) of the Medical Health Ordinance 2010 provides that 
the Governor may – by order – approve doctors as medical practitioners for the purposes of 
the ordinance. Part 1 of the schedule to this order contains a list of medical practitioners 
approved by the Governor as approved doctors.  
 
Section 91 (2) provides that the Governor may – by order – approve a nurse, social worker or 
other professional as an approved professional for the purposes of the ordinance. Part 2 of the 
schedule to this order contains a list of nurses, social workers and other professionals 
approved by the Governor as approved professionals. 
 
Under the terms of Section 3 of the ordinance, approved doctors and approved professionals 
are approved practitioners for the purposes of the ordinance.  
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As required by Section 91 (4) before making the list of approved doctors and approved 
professionals, the Governor consulted the Chief Medical Officer on the appropriate 
qualifications, training and experience required by different classes of professionals for initial 
inclusion on the list and to keep their name on the list. 
 
Article 5 revokes the Mental Health Approved Practitioners Order 2019, which is replaced by 
this amended list. 
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Can I have a seconder, please? 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
Mr Speaker, I second the motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you. The Honourable Roger Spink to second.  
 
Does any Member wish to speak to that motion? No. 
 
Honourable Members, the motion before the House is that the Mental Health (Approved 
Practitioners) Order 2020 is noted.  
 
Is there any objection to passing that motion? 
 
There is no objection; that order is noted. 
 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the: 
 

• Infectious Diseases Control (Coronavirus) Regulations 2020  
• Referendum (Single Constituency) (Postponement) Order 2020  
• Currency (Coin) (No 2) Regulations Order 2020  
• Infectious Diseases Control (Coronavirus) (No 2) Regulations 2020 

 
be noted. 
 
By way of explanation, The Infectious Diseases (Coronavirus) Regulations 2020, these 
regulations were made on the 20th March and came into force on the 24th March. The 
regulations were made as matter of some urgency whilst staff at King Edward Memorial 
Hospital cared for a patient who was suspected to be the Falkland Islands first victim of 
Covid-19 or Coronavirus.  
 
The regulations are extraordinary in their nature so deserve a little more explanation than 
usual; what the regulations do is provide powers to implement the first stages of the Falkland 
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Islands Infectious Diseases Plan – that is to prevent and manage the spread of Coronavirus, 
containing and controlling the virus.  
 
The regulations take effect on the making by the Governor of the declaration that the 
Governor is of the view that: a) the incidents or transmission of Coronavirus constitutes a 
serious and imminent threat to public health in the Falkland Islands, and b) the powers 
conferred by these regulations will be an effective means of preventing significant further 
transmission of Coronavirus in the Falkland Islands. Such a declaration was made by the 
Governor having consulted with the Chief Medical Officer and Executive Council on the 24th 

March.  
 
Under regulations, Medical Officers, Police and Immigration Officers are empowered to 
direct or remove person(s) who they reasonably believe to be potentially infectious to a place 
suitable for screening and assessment in connection with Coronavirus. Medical Officers are 
given powers to conduct screening and assessment at a suitable place.  
 
For the purpose of the regulations, a person is considered to be potentially infectious if either: 
a) they are – or maybe – infected or contaminated with Coronavirus and there is a risk that 
the person might contaminate, or infect, others or b) the person has been in an infected area 
within the last 14 days.  
 
An infected area has been declared by the Governor to be any area which has been classified 
by the World Health Organization as having local or community transmission of 
Coronavirus, which of course includes the United Kingdom. 
 
The regulations go on to provide that Medical Officers may impose requirements and 
restrictions on a person after they have been screened and assessed in connection with 
Coronavirus. This includes the ability to require a person to remain in isolation or quarantine 
in a particular place for a period of up to 14 days and includes an ability to impose 
restrictions on the person’s movement, activities and contact with other person(s). 
 
These extraordinary powers are balanced with a number of safeguards. In particular, some of 
the powers have the potential to interfere with constitutional rights of liberty, freedom of 
movement and other rights. So, care has been taken to ensure the potential interferences are 
subject to restrictions on duration and that regard must be had to necessity and proportionality 
in the interest of the following things: a) the relevant person, b) the protection of others and c) 
the maintenance of public health. A Medical Officer must also have regard to the relevant 
person(s) wellbeing and personal circumstances before imposing a requirement to quarantine 
or isolate. Further reasons must be given for the imposition of restrictions and the person 
must be advised of their constitutional rights. There is a right of appeal in relation to the 
imposition of requirements and restrictions. 
 
Finally, the regulations will expire after 2 years. 
 
To conclude, I can advise the powers under these regulations have not been used as a matter 
of routine; the community has been guided and encouraged to voluntarily take such measures 
as are necessary to prevent the spread of the disease and the community has been generally 
very willing to do so. The regulations have been relied on only as matter of last resort, where 
it has been considered necessary or proportionate.  
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The second item was the Referendum (Single Constituency) (Postponement) Order 2020. 
Section 4 of the Referendum (Single Constituency) Ordinance provides for a Referendum on 
the Single Constituency Bill 2020 to be held on the 26th March 2020. Section 5 of 
Referendum (Single Constituency) Ordinance 2020 provides that the Governor can in 
exceptional circumstances postpone the Referendum to a date which is at least six weeks after 
the date on which the Order is published in the Gazette. 
 
The exceptional circumstances upon which the Governor is satisfied make it necessary to 
postpone the Referendum is the World Heath Organizations characterization of Covid-19 as a 
Pandemic on the 11th March 2020. The referendum is postponed for six months to the 24th 
September 2020. 
 
An explanation of the Currency (Coin) (No 2) Regulations Order 2020 – this Order makes 
regulations prescribing the denomination weight, form, design and metal composition of 
coins for mining in the value of 2p, 10p, 20p, 10 designs of 50p and £1 for the purposes of 
Section 6 (5a) of the ordinance. 

Then the Infectious Diseases Control (Coronavirus) (No 2) Regulations 2020. The regulations 
were made and came into force on the 30th April. However, the regulations have not yet come 
into effect; that would require the making of relevant declarations by the Governor.  

Whilst there have been known cases of Coronavirus in the Islands, the community have 
voluntarily complied with public health advice in similar terms to the requirements of the 
regulations, so it has not yet been considered necessary to give effect to any part of the 
regulations.  

The regulations could be given effect as incrementally as required and the powers which 
could be given affect to, if deemed necessary, include power to impose the following: a) a 
requirement to close premises selling food and drink for consumption on the premises b) a 
requirement to close non-essential businesses, services and premises c) a requirement that 
shops offering goods for sale or hire operate through delivery services only - except certain 
essential businesses, d) restriction of movement either generally or in specified areas of the 
Falkland Islands and e) restriction of gatherings in public places  - except for very limited 
purposes.  

The threshold for giving effect to such powers is the declaration by the Governor after 
consultation with the Chief Medical Officer that: a) the incidents or transmission of 
Coronavirus constitutes a serious and imminent threat to public health in the Falkland Islands 
and b) or more of the requirements or restrictions will be an effective means of preventing 
and protecting against delaying or otherwise controlling the incidence of Coronavirus in the 
Falkland Islands. The regulations also contain the power to issue directions in relation to 
public gatherings to prevent or control them.  

Finally, the regulations contain the power to issue directions limiting entry into or controlling 
activities in certain premises. If given effect, the regulations would represent the most 
significant lawful interference with individual liberty in modern times. For this reason, the 
regulations will automatically expire after 12 months. There is also an obligation to review 
the need for any restriction or requirement imposed at least once every 21 days and to consult 
the Chief Medical Officer on such review. This is combined with a positive duty to terminate 
the requirement or restriction as soon as it no longer necessary to control the spread of 
Coronavirus. 
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Thank you. 

Mr Speaker 
 
A seconder, please? 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to speak to that motion? 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
I am very aware of the gravity of some of the regulations that my Honourable Colleague, 
MLA Roger Spink, has laid upon the table and explained very clearly and deftly to those who 
may be listening.  
 
There isn’t really much to add, but it is really worth highlighting some of the significant work 
that has gone into, not only getting these regulations and policy up and off the ground, but 
also all the effort that has gone across FIG into communicating the messaging so carefully 
and reinforcing this very serious change in personal circumstances so concisely into the 
public conscience.  
 
This is a period of time that affects the world, the community and the individual. There has 
been some great work and personal sacrifice to get us to this point and, as my Honourable 
Colleague drew particular attention to, even though we have these regulations in place, and 
I’ll reiterate a very significant sentence he said there, which is: that this is probably the most 
significant lawful interference in personal liberty that certainly this Assembly has ever had to 
approve. I am sure many Governments around the world are facing the same significant 
personal liberty restrictions, but they are necessary, and we thank the community for all their 
help in regulating their own behaviour without the need for these legislatively enforced 
regulations, and I hope they won’t have to be enacted and people continue to follow and 
respect the advice that has been given by the Chief Medical Officer and the Director of 
Emergency Services, who is leading the pandemic team in response to Covid-19. 
 
Certainly, back in February and March, we thought this was going to be an uncontrollable 
beast and there was a lot of very stark public concern, but I think FIG has shown very clearly 
that we can react quickly and comprehensively to tackle what is a global pandemic. I am very 
confident in this work that has gone forward. 
 
Nothing else to add other than to really thank the team, particularly the Attorney General and 
getting what is a vast amount of regulatory work through the office with the Corporate 
Management Team and the private sector and the MOD – everyone who fed into making it a 
truly national policy. Like I say, I hope it isn’t something that we need to enforce, but thank 
you to the community for taking it to their hearts, we really appreciate everyone who’s 
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walking around with very dry hands from all the endless washing – but it is very important 
and we hope you’ll continue to do it. 
 
Just to touch on the referendum, for a short time, so I can put a question to the Attorney 
General, really. This is the second postponement that the Single Constituency Referendum 
has had – I know the answer to the question, but for the public that are listening – can it be 
further postponed if necessary in the future? 
 
The Attorney General 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker and The Honourable Teslyn Barkman for her question. 
 
Yes, obviously, the matter is entirely within the control of the Assembly as to whether it 
wishes the referendum to go ahead in September or at some other time, or not at all, if that 
was the choice that the Members of the Assembly wish to make. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
I have a request concerning the Currency (Coin) (No 2) Regulations Order 2020 – the 
tuppence, 10 pence and 50 pence are a continuation of the currency already in existence. The 
production of the new twelve sided one pound coin is a replacement for our current round one 
pound coin, but as far as I am aware, we do not have a date of withdrawal of that one pound 
coin and I know the new coin to be minted does not fit slot machines and other things around 
and about – so, may I request that the Honourable Financial Secretary, in due course, 
publishes a date for final withdrawal of the one pound round coin, so that people who have 
slot machines and things know when they have to get all the bits and pieces in place. 
 
The Attorney General  
 
I am conscious, Mr Speaker, that the Honourable Financial Secretary was not present and in 
post when this matter was discussed and considered by the Executive Council and I think it is 
worth highlighting that it was recognised in Executive Council that there will need to be a 
plan for the introduction of the new coin, to ensure people with slot machines and coin 
operated machinery were able to adjust their equipment to accept the new coin and also, to 
deal with the issue of the withdrawal of the old coin. So, I think that was recognised when the 
matter was discussed at Executive Council and right to highlight that. I think it is fair to make 
that point as the Honourable Financial Secretary wasn’t present when the order was originally 
proposed. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, I appreciate that the current Honourable Financial Secretary was not present 
when the initial order was made, but as I say, we do need to make a note of when the current 
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round coins are to be withdrawn finally so that people can get the correct slot machines and 
things in place. 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
I thank the Honourable Roger Edwards for his comment and thank also the Attorney General 
for his support. We will issue a plan and put it into practice in due course. 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
Yes, I would briefly like to comment on the Infectious Diseases Control (Coronavirus)  
Regulations 2020 – both sets actually, but perhaps with particular focus on the second set. 
 
When those regulations were introduced in the UK, there were described as the most 
draconian measures implemented in peace time, so it is a very serious piece of legislation and 
one which we will only be activating at a time of absolute need. As was explained by the 
Honourable Roger Spink in his explanation, the regulations do represent a very significant 
infringement on personal freedoms and rights, which are protected by our constitution, so 
passing them hasn’t been something which we have taken lightly, and activating them is 
certainly not a step that will be taken without great consideration, and only in a time of most 
serious need.  
 
I think a couple of bits I would perhaps draw the public’s attention to, I think a lot of people 
probably won’t necessarily read the papers themselves, but the second set of regulations 
involves the declaration of an emergency period – it is not a proclamation of an emergency – 
but it is still a major step, which should it be imposed would send a very strong signal of the 
severity of the situation.  
 
This emergency period is able to be switched on and off as necessary and indeed the 
regulations set out that the restrictions should be lifted as soon as is absolutely possible. So, 
they will allow us to bring in very strict lockdown measures, must more restrictive than those 
we have seen to date and much more in line with what has happened in the UK over recent 
weeks. They do also bring with them powers of enforcement and contravention would 
constitute an offence, which brings with it quite significant criminal penalties, but I think it is 
important to reassure the public that there are clear and strong safeguards that are set out by 
my Honourable Colleague which are in place, including the fact that the implementation of 
that emergency period requires the agreement of the Chief Medical Officer and must be 
reviewed every 21 days. I would absolutely agree with the Honourable Teslyn Barkman in 
that I hope we never have to activate these powers, but it is a really important tool to have to 
hand, I think, should the circumstances require it.  
 
I think it is such an importance piece of legislation that I would ask the Attorney General if 
there is anything further he would add that might offer reissuance to the public that these 
measures are absolutely fit for purpose and will only be activated at the time of upmost need. 
 
The Attorney General 
 
I thank The Honourable Leona Roberts for her question. 
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Yes, I think the points have been made by the Honourable Roger Spink, the Honourable 
Teslyn Barkman and the Honourable Leona Roberts. These are exceptional powers to restrict 
people’s liberty but, if they are implemented, people need to recognise that we will think that 
is absolutely necessary to protect everyone. 
 
 I think this is one of the things in terms of enforcement of the regulations; the fact that there 
is a criminal penalty is almost secondary, it’s almost beside the point – you have missed the 
point of the regulations if we need to get to that stage. The regulations are about protecting 
lives and even if individuals think that they are not particularly at risk, again they are missing 
the point; this is about protecting everybody. You might have a lower risk in relation to this 
particular disease, but the point is: the people that you might then pass it onto won’t 
necessarily.  
 
That is why it is really important that we do adhere to the advice that is given. I think the 
guidance that has been issued by the Chief of Police in relation to the regulations, again 
highlights this. The Police approach to this is to engage with people and explain why the 
regulations are in place before we’re talking about enforcement - that is the important 
message. So when you are asked to stay at home – to pick up on the phrases used in the UK 
when these were introduced – that is what we are asking people to do. It is important that you 
listen and understand to what you are being asked to do. 
 
I think it is worth just picking up, while I am speaking, on the first set of regulations, I think 
there has been a little bit of confusion because of the way the regulations are framed, so those 
regulations allow us effectively to impose quarantine requirement on individuals. At the 
moment those regulations requires a decision of an individual medical officer to actually 
impose the quarantine restrictions on an individual. It is fair to highlight that the Chief 
Medical Officer does believe that people isolating themselves on arrival in the Falkland 
Islands is a really important measure to help protect, delay or prevent the spread of Covid-19 
to the Islands.  
 
I think it is worth highlighting that we are looking to amend the regulations to make that 
absolutely clear that the policy of the Elected Members at Executive Council is that almost “a 
blanket” quarantine needs to be imposed on those arriving in the Islands, so I think it is worth 
highlighting that there is a potential change there – subtly – but also to recognise as a matter 
of fact, all those arriving on recent flights have been required to quarantine because it is 
regarded as essential to protect everybody. I think it was worth highlighting those factors.  
 
I am happy to answer any questions if Members have them. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
I just wanted to add my comments for the record on this. I think the Coronavirus regulations, 
I am talking about specifically, and they walk a fine line between the freedom of liberty and 
public protection. If we ever use them, I hope it’s sparingly and hopefully the community 
follow the advice from the Government and they should minimise the practical application of 
these regulations, I would hope.   
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I would also just like to – for the record – thank the Attorney General and his team for what 
to me is a pretty elegant solution to an incredibly difficult problem. I would just like to 
recognise that work officially.  
 
Thank you very much. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
I, too, want to thank the Attorney General for everything that has been done. 
 
I think just to say to people; these are draconian measures and people have said, we hope they 
will never be put in force, but I think we have to look at what countries have been faced with. 
If lockdown hadn’t happened in the UK and sorts of regulations there, they were looking at 
perhaps 500,000 deaths from Covid and similarly, if we hadn’t adopted very strict regulations 
here and people had been following the advice, we were looking at many tens of people 
dying in our community. High risk people, we have some around the table here, I think it was 
something like 510 people advised they were at high risk. We also had medium risk, people 
who would be affected if we did have a Covid virus infection spreading through the Islands 
and I think that represented another 290, so you’re taking about people approaching nearly 
750 who could be seriously affected here.  
 
The regulations are there just in case, but I think the need to continue with all the measures 
that we have already put in place. I think most people understand that, and as I’ve said, I hope 
we don’t need the regulations. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 
The motion is that the Regulations and the Orders as listed by the Honourable Roger Spink be 
noted. 
 
Is there any objection to passing that motion? 
 
There is no objection; those orders and regulations are noted. 
 
Clerk of The Assembly 
 
Orders of the day – Bills 
 
Supplementary Appropriation (2019/2020) Bill 2020, this Bill has not been gazetted and we 
go to the first reading. 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary  
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move the first reading of the Bill. 
 
Mr Speaker 
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Thank you and a seconder, please? 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
I second the motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, The Motion is that the Bill be read a first time – any objection to the 
Motion? There is no objection the Bill will be read a first time. 
 
Clerk of The Assembly 
 
Supplementary Appropriation (2019/2020) Bill 2020. 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary  
 
Mr Speaker, this Bill is the fourth Supplementary Appropriation Bill to be presented for the 
current financial year. The purpose of the Bill is to authorise the withdrawal of 
£12,503,127.00 from the Consolidation Fund. Of this expenditure, £3,520,627.00 was 
approved by the Standing Finance Committee meeting of the 26th February 2020 and a 
further £8,982,500 was approved by the Standing Finance Committee meeting of the 29th 
April 2020. 
 
Details of the additional funding are shown in the schedule attached to Executive Council 
report 65/20 that was approved on the 7th May 2020. 
 
In relation to the sum of £3,520,627.00, £3,470,000.00 relates to a transfer to the Capital 
Equalization Fund from the Consolidated Fund for expenditure planned in the current 
financial year to accelerate surfacing of the Mount Pleasant Airport Road and also to 
commence the design stage of the proposed new port.  
 
£50,627.00 relates to operating costs for the continuation of the Falkland Islands 
Representative in Uruguay and separately to support the SS Great Britain Anniversary 
Exhibition in Bristol. 
 
In relation to the sum of £8,982,500,  all this expenditure relates to costs for measures under 
the Covid-19 pandemic response, of which £1 million relates to a Transfer to the Capital 
Equalisation Fund from the Consolidated Fund for the purchase of the unsold wool clip, the 
balance being funding of the initial support schemes for self-isolation of both private sector 
employees and the self-employed (£3.16million) and further economic measures in respect of 
job retention, unemployment subsidy, MSE business grants, electricity credits and service 
charge waivers (£4,822,500).  
 
I beg to move that the Bill be read a second time. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
Mr Speaker, I second the motion. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you. 
 
Does any Member wish to speak to the motion? 
 
The Motion is that the Bill be read a second time – is there any objection to taking by the 
short procedure? There is no objection.  
 
Does any Member wish to propose any amendment to the wording of the Bill? There are no 
amendments. 
 
I declare the Bill will be read for a third time and do pass. 
 
Clerk of The Assembly 
 
Supplementary Appropriation (2019/2020) Bill 2020. 
 
Coronavirus (Live Link and other matters) Bill 2020. 
 
This Bill has been presented under a Certificate of Urgency, it has not been gazetted and we 
go to the first reading. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, I do have in front of me a Certificate of Urgency signed by His 
Excellency the Governor. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move the first reading of the Bill. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Bill be read a first time – any objection to the 
Motion? No objection; the Bill will be read a first time. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Coronavirus (Live Link and other matters) Bill 2020. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, this Bill is introduced in response to the Covid-19 pandemic and makes 
provision in two distinct areas in connection with the Coronavirus disease. The first deals 
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with provision enabling courts and tribunals to conduct proceeding by way of live link in 
order to prevent the spread of Covid-19, accepting the conduct of certain aspects of criminal 
trials by live link. The second requires the Falkland Islands to indemnify health care workers 
involved in treating, caring for and diagnosing person(s) infected or contaminated with 
Covid-19, or suspected to be so.  
 
Because this legislation is extraordinary and aimed only at addressing matters arising in 
connection with the current pandemic, the Bill would expire in two years or such earlier date 
as may be provided for by regulation. 
 
The Bill has been submitted to this Assembly under a Certificate of Urgency because the 
matters require consideration at the earliest opportunity – in particular, a criminal case has 
already had to be adjourned because of circumstances surrounding the Coronavirus pandemic 
and it is important that justice is not unnecessarily delayed. 
 
This Bill follows on from the other urgent work of putting general regulations in place aimed 
to prevent and manage spread of the disease and which are being laid on the table today.  
 
Part 1 of the Bill deals with interpretation and commencement. The ordinance would come 
into force on publication in the Gazette. 
 
Part 2 of the Bill deals with live link proceedings. 
 
Clause 3 provides the Court or Tribunal proceedings may be conducted by live video link or 
by live audio link, but if the proceedings involve the giving of evidence that must be by video 
link. This is to ensure that the best quality evidence is available; audio link would not serve 
this purpose. However, certain elements of criminal trials are excepted from this provision 
because of a matter of policy it is not considered that a criminal trial could be fairly 
conducted if the judge, justices or jury were to appear by live link. 
 
Clause 4 provides a further safeguard for use of the power to direct proceedings to be 
conducted by live link. A direction can only be given where the court or tribunal considers it 
necessary to prevent the possible transmission of Coronavirus and live link proceedings are in 
the interest of justice. 
 
Clauses 5 and 6 deal with the detail of how live links may be used and set out various 
procedural matters. 
 
Clause 7 makes provision enabling the public to access live link proceedings, ensuring 
continuing transparency and access to justice. 
 
Clause 8 makes clear that this ordinance takes effect over and above existing provision which 
would otherwise prevent use of live link proceedings. This approach was considered sensible 
and proportionate because provision concerning court and tribunal proceedings is scattered 
across a wide range of laws, so it is not realistic, in the circumstances, to seek to amend each 
and every law. 
 
Clause 9 makes complimentary provision allowing a court or tribunal to direct the electronic 
service of documents. 
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Part 3 of the Bill provides in Clause 10 that the Falkland Islands must provide indemnity 
cover for the clinical negligence liabilities of health care staff arising from the response to the 
Coronavirus pandemic. 
 
Clause 11 provides that any indemnity does not apply where alternative arrangements are in 
place. This provision will ensure that those providing healthcare services are legally protected 
for the work they are required to undertake when dealing with cases of Covid-19. The 
indemnity is intended to act as a safety net where clinical negligence arising from the 
provision of such services is not already covered under insurance or private medical defence 
cover etc. This does not mean that appropriate standards of healthcare cannot be expected at 
this time, but because of the exceptional circumstances currently faced, healthcare 
professionals may be required act outside their normal areas of expertise and experience. Of 
course, training and supervision will be provided where at all reasonably possible, and it is 
expected that satisfactory standards can still be met. However, this situation does mean that 
those healthcare professionals may not be covered by existing insurance etc. The indemnity 
insures that in the unexpected event that there is an incident resulting in a successful case of 
negligence, for which the healthcare professional is not already covered, there is a route for 
the patients claim to be met. As a matter of policy in the current circumstances, this is 
considered to be in the best public interest. 
 
Part 4 and Clause 11 of the Bill provide for the expiry of the legislation as previously 
mentioned. 
 
Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you. Does any Member wish to speak to this motion? 
 
The Motion is that the Bill be read a second time – is there any objection to dealing with this 
Bill by the short procedure? There is no objection. 
 
Does any Member wish to propose any amendments to the wording of the Bill? There are no 
amendments. 
 
I declare the Bill will be read for a third time and do pass. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Coronavirus (Live Link and other matters) Bill 2020. 
 
Motion for Adjournment. 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive  
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move that House stands adjourned sine die. 
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The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
It is nice to be back – it really is. We are in the upstairs of the Town Hall and just to reassure 
listeners, everyone is adhering to social distancing protocols to enable, particularly, the 
vulnerable in our group to be able to attend and contribute. 
 
Earlier this morning, we approved £1,000,000.00 for the purchase of the wool clip in this 
financial year. Just as a point of easing concern because I’ve had the question raised for 
constituents who wish to take advantage of this policy when the contracts have been fully 
drawn up and advertised. That is just to carry us to the end of this financial year so, for 2021 
the additional 2.2 takes up to the 3.2 will be approved. So, there will be no shortage of 
finance for the purchase of wool and if needed we can move it about through virements. The 
Department of Natural Resources has poured an awful lot of work into developing that 
policy, and I would like to thank my Honourable Colleagues for supporting it whole heartily 
and keeping our wool industry buoyant in what is a crashing global market, at the moment.  
 
Importantly, for our national finance is the team at Natural Resources who have been 
ensuring that the management of our fisheries zones continues to operate and permit fishing 
activity – even more important in these uncertain times. 
 
Falkland Land Holdings reacted quickly to support their workers’ security and the General 
Manager has helped guide and inform our wool support measures and also help support the 
meat industry, our abattoir and keeping it running. 
 
The Department of Mineral Resources continues to work, where they can, on the Legislative 
Programme for Hydrocarbons and in tandem the Director, Stephen Luxton, has been 
supporting Covid-19 policy development.  
 
In the UK, our Falkland Representative keeps an ear to the ground on Brexit negotiations for 
opportunities to support our primary goal – maintaining our pathway to the European Market. 
 
That was a much more condensed portfolio report, which I am sure a lot of people would 
appreciate; I tend to be going on for quite a few pages usually.  
 
But here in the Falklands there is an additional, particular challenge that no Assembly has 
particularly had to face before, which is maintaining a constitutional Legislative Assembly. 
While these meetings may not always be as enthralling for listeners, they are an important 
function to ensure the country can be supported. As you would’ve heard is morning, passing 
the regulations to limit the spread of Coronavirus into the Falklands. They are essential to 
supporting the finance, policy and regulations that we need to support the country while it’s a 
developing, global pandemic.  
 
So, what can we do to fix this flaw in the plan? We’ve appealed the Privy Council for an 
amendment to the Constitution, so that this Assembly can meet online and keep democracy 
working to pass the finance, the policy, the regulations we need to keep the country working 
if we all have to stay at home. Representation is important and keeping the channels of 
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communication open with the public is so vital. We need to maintain the trust and confidence 
of the people of the Falkland Islands, so that – and I think the Attorney General put it very 
aptly – they don’t miss the point of why we’ve passed some of these significant impositions 
onto their personal liberties. We need to follow the rules. We don’t need to impose it, we 
need people to follow the rules so that we can protect public health and keep it as relevant as 
possible. 
 
I would like to commend the tireless work of our Chief Medical Officer, Dr Becky Edwards 
and my Honourable Colleague, Leona Roberts, who has worked tirelessly to ease public 
concerns and communicate the work that we have focusing so much on. It doesn’t mean 
anything unless the message gets out there. There is a lot behind the scenes and it’s 
impossible to thank everyone. We are very fortunate that we are in a position now that we can 
thank people, have this breathing space thanks to the courtesy of the work and effort that 
people have put in - that has been absolutely exceptional. Our Director of Emergency 
Services, our Attorney General, our Director of Economic Development and Policy, our 
Chief Executive for leading the team – they have been leading the charge in so many ways 
and it can only be continued with the support of the Ministry of Defence, as well – so I would 
like to thank them for pulling along in what is a very uncertain time. 
 
We’re elected to lead and decisions that we take can often be unpopular, but we hope it is for 
the good of the community. At times you can feel a little bit like you are only wheeled out of 
Gilbert House to give someone bad news, you might yourself even be conflicted by it, but we 
hope it is for the good of Public Health that we have been doing these actions. 
 
We are by no means through the worst of it, but we have shown we can react quickly and 
resourcefully. I hope we have won the confidence, that even though every decision made may 
not be popular, together we can find a way through this. Our plan is working and we continue 
to refine it as we learn more about this disease and improve our capabilities. I think we 
escalated at the right time and we’ve developed a Falkland Islands bespoke policy and plan 
using international best modelling to the best our ability to source and adapting to it, as it 
itself learns more about this horrible disease.  
 
Not forgetting that significant work with UK Government to secure us the ability to test here 
in the Islands, this has not been a small thing indeed. But it is messaging that is filtering 
through and I hope it works if we all, in the community, stick to it.  
 
Over breakfast this morning, my son coughed as a small piece of toast went down the wrong 
hole and he was quite proud when he instructed me on the correct way to cough; “you cough 
into your arm, Mum, you don’t cough at people”. It was a reminder that we’re in this for the 
long haul. We need to keep going and find opportunities to support each other. 
 
Stay safe and stay well. 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, I support the motion. 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
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Unfortunately, I do have quite a lot I want to say today. I was going to try and keep it brief 
and have once again failed fairly dramatically.  
 
I feel I would be remiss if I didn’t touch today on the situation that we find ourselves in and 
the strange path we have walked together over the last couple of months. I will try not to go 
into too much detail – I think there will be another time for dissecting it all – but I would 
make some general observations and mostly express some of the gratitude that I feel and that 
I believe is very much due. 
 
At the beginning of the year, I think most of us thought the Australian Bush Fires would be 
the worst thing that 2020 would throw at us– that was catastrophic enough, but I don’t 
believe any of us could actually have imagined what the next few months would bring.  
 
We recognised early on that there was a potential threat to our Islands – something quite 
unlike anything we had seen before. We stepped up our planning at a very early stage and our 
Government officers began reviewing long-outdated plans and policies, and set about 
creating new ones and preparing us for what might come. 
 
That early response, even at a stage when many people across the world were suggesting that 
this was just another flu, has proven to be incredibly valuable. It allowed us to be in a 
position that a small territory and a small government like ours could never really have dared 
dream of. 
 
That has not come easily, nor by accident or luck (although I’m someone who always thinks 
that a little luck helps along the way). Right across Government, officers have been working 
at an extraordinary pace and with immense commitment to allow us to best protect our 
community. Much of their work will never actually be particularly visible to the public. The 
endless hours and days of debate and discussion, imagining scenarios and possible impacts; 
the research, consultation and testing of assumptions; and so much more that goes into the 
development of plans, policies and legislation, and that doesn’t even start to touch on the 
staggering amount work needed to bring about the operational changes demanded by this 
Covid-19 situation. 
 
These things really can’t be properly illustrated - I do wish they could because I think people 
would be quite blown away by it -   but it really has been a privilege to witness. 
 
As my Honourable Colleague, Teslyn Barkman, just said - we are not through this yet, not by 
a long-shot – and in some ways it may be premature to say thank you – but if 2020 has taught 
me one thing it’s that none of us ever knows what is around the corner. So I will take this 
opportunity to express some of that thanks, knowing absolutely that there will be much more  
due in the future.  
 
I would start by putting on record my gratitude, respect and admiration for a number of our 
senior Government officers without whom the Falkland Islands’ community would today be 
in a much worse situation. 
 
I will start with some of those in the Chamber here today – the Honourable Chief Executive, 
Barry Rowland, who has led from the front with such relentless drive and conviction; and 
yes, Barry, some compassion in there as well; our Attorney General, Simon Young, who has 
worked so incredibly hard and been so steadfast and dependable in his advice and guidance 
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on some very challenging issues. Our own Clerk of the Assembly, Cherie Clifford, whose 
quiet dedication and huge contribution has been something to see and is so very much 
appreciated. Thank you.  
 
In no particular order, I would like to highlight some of our key players - and I know this is 
dangerous because it means I will inevitably miss people so apologies in advance - beginning 
with the Director of Emergency Services, Mrs Pam Trevillion, who as the officer leading the 
Pandemic Response has been outstanding in pulling together so many aspects of this 
mammoth undertaking; our Chief Medical Officer, Dr Rebecca Edwards, who has led on the 
clinical front with such authority and passion; our Emergency Planning Manager, Kate 
Cochrane (who literally just arrived on our shores just in time to be an absolute Godsend in 
this situation); the Director of Medical Services, David O’Neill, our Policy team, led by 
Andrew Gaule; our Treasury, previously under the Financial Secretary, formerly James 
Wilson, and now welcoming Timothy Waggot into the fray.  
 
And of course, the entire Government establishment has been hard-pressed and deserves 
everybody’s gratitude. Our frontline services – the emergency services and medical services 
in particular, who have had to step-up and dramatically adjust their practices to prepare us for 
the worst-case scenarios; our essential services – including Power, Water and Municipal 
sections and their subcontractors, who have kept the lights on and taps running, the boilers 
going and the bins emptied. Our Education Department, who reacted so quickly to the 
restrictions we put in place and managed to get together learning packs for several hundred 
children in incredibly short order, and then kept providing emergency childcare for key 
workers. Our Comms team - I mean really I could list every section in Government because 
the list just goes on and on. And, then there are all those individuals who adjusted to working 
from home, or who took up other roles when their main functions couldn’t be fulfilled. So I 
know I do many a disservice by highlighting some and not highlighting all, but I hope that 
will be accepted. 
More broadly, I would also like to acknowledge our partners who have worked so closely 
with us – the UK Government, locally represented by Government House (thank you 
Governor Philips and team for everything you have done). And, of course, to the British 
Forces South Atlantic Islands – and to, Brigadier Sawyer, for the support, resources and 
collaboration which has been greatly appreciated. I think it is worth saying at this point, MPC 
have faced a challenging situation and responded admirably. I would extend thanks and send 
best wishes to all military and support personnel and of course their families, and recognise 
how difficult it must be for those who are away from their loved ones for a prolonged 
duration in these particularly difficult worldwide circumstances. 
 
Our private sector deserves recognition too - the Chamber of Commerce, companies, 
businesses, and individuals, FIDC – they have responded tremendously from the outset. Here 
I would take the chance to highlight some of those other front-liners – the retail workers, 
delivery people and so many others who we’re probably all guilty of taking for granted in the 
normal course of things, but whose really substantial efforts have allowed us to keep our 
households operating. 
 
Honestly, there are so many more in both the public and private sector worthy of thanks here 
today, but it’s just impossible to list them all… I look forward very much to the day when we 
can try to do that properly, and that in itself is going to be quite an undertaking I think. 
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I would also thank and pay tribute to our local media, who have allowed us to get those key 
messages out - sometimes at very short notice, sometimes having to wait while we get 
ourselves all lined up – but it is very much appreciated, and so thank you again. 
 
And my final thanks – I’m getting there - I would offer to the community at large. Over the 
last seven weeks in particular we have seen the absolute best of the Falkland Islands emerge – 
and by that I mean Falkland Islanders, contractors, new arrivals, short-term staff, absolutely 
everybody. People have stepped forward to help others in so many ways – whether as part of 
the Community Volunteers, led by Vicky Collier, or offering practical or moral support, 
comfort or assistance. We’ve had rainbows and teddy-bears in windows, anonymous 
deliveries, gifts and messages, uplifting posts on Social Media (including the addictive antics 
of our own digeridoo master) and so much more – all of which I think have helped to keep  
spirits up and given us reasons to smile on what have been some pretty grim days, if we’re 
honest.  
 
This community’s response, right across the community; Stanley, Camp, MPC – everywhere, 
to our guidance has been superb and I would personally thank absolutely everyone for their 
contribution – and ask also that we all keep it up. Because, although we have eased back on 
some restrictions and have moved to a new version of reality, we are not through this yet. If 
circumstances change, we may well have to tighten up again and ask for even more from our 
community – but if that comes I am confident that the response will again do us proud. 
 
Also – can I give a gentle reminder that there are still almost 100 of our most vulnerable 
people in isolation. They still need our support and our care and contact (our phone calls and 
messages) and may actually be feeling all the more isolated because so many others have 
been able to get out and about and start picking up some kind of normal life again. So, let’s 
not forget about them, please. Our Camp community is still working with some travel 
restrictions at the moment and other complications. And there are families who are struggling 
with separation from partners and parents, some of whom, of course, are working at Mount 
Pleasant. We must think of them too. 
 
So, Mr. Speaker, as a government, I genuinely believe we have moved quickly and decisively 
during this global crisis. There have been many difficult decisions, but we have made them. 
There will be more difficult decisions and we will not shy from making them either.  
 
We have based our decisions on the best evidence and information available in a rapidly 
changing situation, on the advice of our trusted officials and always with the safety and 
wellbeing of our community at the heart of them, and that will continue to be the case. 
 
So, my apologies again for going on at length, as I inevitably do. One day I will follow my 
Honourable Colleague, Mark Pollard’s advice and be concise, but not today. I did want to 
take this opportunity to get my thanks on record, as I say, knowing that we have a long way 
to go and that I will want to say it all again further down the line. The work continues today 
and will do for a long time yet. 
 
I’ve been told that I’m inclined to say thank you too much and this adjournment speech 
probably proves that, but I’m not going to apologise for that today. An abundance of thanks is 
due and all this incredible work must go on – we don’t know exactly what the future holds… 
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May I, at last, finish by saying how lovely it is to see the lovely faces of all my Honourable 
colleagues in person, and yourself of course, Mr Speaker, rather than by video-conference. 
 
Mr. Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, Honourable Members; I am rising to support the Motion for 
Adjournment. 
 
Well how can I follow that, that was a very eloquent and great address and I can only say that 
I agree whole heartily with everything that my Honourable Colleague mentioned there,  
certainly with thanking the people she thanked and recognising the hard work that has been 
done behind the scenes – I couldn’t agree more. 
 
I was also going to mention that I am very impressed with the people of the Falkland Islands 
– in Stanley, Camp and at MPC, of course – how people have acted in this situation and I 
believe there is a very high percentage of people that have acted in a very responsible manner 
and that’s why we are where we are today. We are fortunate that because of the lack of 
positive cases at the moment, we have been able to relax some of the isolation, Also, I 
certainly hope very shortly, we’ll be able to normalise FIGAS and the Concordia Bay to 
some extent. I feel I have to mention FIGAS again here because the amount of freight and 
bits and pieces they’ve carried to the Camp and Outer Islands is tremendous and I believe the 
pilots are fitter now than they’ve ever been for the amount of stuff they’ve carried out of the 
aircraft every couple of days. 
 
So, Mr Speaker, as I say, I can only concur with both of the MLAs that have spoken before 
on this issue; we are not through it yet, of course, I think we all recognise that. 
 
And finally, I would like to welcome our new Honourable Financial Secretary, Tim, welcome 
to this House and I’m sure when you first thought about applying for the job in the Falkland 
Islands,  I doubt very much you imagined you’d be here under these circumstances. 
 
Mr Speaker, I support the motion. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members; I am rising to support the motion. 
 
I would just like to touch on a few different subjects. For starters, I would just like to touch 
on bubbles really; I think there has been some misunderstanding in the public. Those who 
were having difficulty understanding the concept of the bubbles, please ask and we’ll try and 
fill you in the best we can. 
 
Where possible and safe, I think it is important that people take the opportunity now to see 
people, as I say, where possible and safe. These eased restrictions may not last forever, so I 
would just like to point that out. Where not possible and safe, pick up the phone, write, stand 
in the garden and talk through somebody’s window, but do not let people feel isolated – that 
is really important at this time. 
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On a really sombre note, I just wanted to highlight that around the world there have been 
spikes in domestic abuse, we talked about it as a group this week, and as people are shut in 
together, they are seeing this spike. We have emergency services with the training, we have 
hotlines – these are published regularly in the Penguin News. I ask you to consider that abuse 
is not a private matter, stay in touch, contact and support your neighbours, acquaintances, 
family and friends. If you see something, say something. Those experiencing abuse should 
know that abuse against you is not your fault. You have the right to live free of abuse or 
violence. Your home should be a secure place. Let people know who you know will help you. 
On mental health, I would ask people don’t suffer in silence; you are not the only ones 
suffering. If you can, share your problems in a way that helps you, but please share them. 
Please, if you feel you need help, ask for it.  
 
I think as a community together we are strong - whether on the front line, volunteering, 
keeping the shops open or just calling and checking up on someone who may be lonely. I 
have never been more proud of the people of the Falklands; we’ve shown how strong we can 
be by bonding together - albeit at a safe distance. Please continue to follow the advice and 
support each other. We all ultimately want the same thing. It will be easier to get there as a 
group working together.  
 
And finally, Mr Speaker, I would just like to talk briefly about Mount Pleasant, the people on 
the mountain sites and the military and contractors in general. These people are tasked with 
keeping us safe and are doing so without the benefit of their family and friends. Military and 
support workers do not have the large houses we have or the support network we’ve built up 
over years. They are thousands of miles away from their homes with no idea when they will 
get back – certainly some have no idea when they’ll go back. They continue to defend us 
without as much as a grumble of discontent. They too are at this moment are people of the 
Falklands, if you can help them at this time in any way, please do. If you’re not sure how to, 
then please speak to Vicky Collier, who is coordinating the volunteer effort from Gilbert 
House and she’ll be glad to hear from you. 
 
And finally, before I take my seat, as we woke up this morning there was a hard frost 
everywhere, I think we can safely say darker days are coming, but we know that the light and 
warmth is getting closer day by day – I think that metaphor fits the situation at the moment. 
 
Thank you very much, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members; I am rising to support the Motion for Adjournment. 
 
I, too, would to welcome Tim Waggott to the Chamber, this is his first Legislative Assembly 
as the new Honourable Financial Secretary and it is a strange time to join the Falklands, but I 
am sure things will get better. 
 
We live in extraordinary times with social distancing, isolation, shops closed and may other 
changes to our everyday life. These measures have been put in place for a very good reason:  
to protect our community, to protect and not overwhelm the hospital and our services 
provided by the hospital, and in the end, to save lives.  
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My Honourable Colleagues have mentioned their thanks to the community and in the vast 
majority of cases, the community have responded tremendously and they are to be 
congratulated on their response, however, as often happens in these situations there are a tiny 
minority who flout these requests – they are requests that you socially distance, you don’t go 
out and party and the like, we could make it regulations or law, but that is not the right way 
we do things. It is a request and there for the safety for all of us, so please I ask you: please 
do abide by those very simple rules and keep our community safe. 
 
One of the other things I would ask for is that our library, part of the Education system, has 
been closed for a very long time when it was moved out of the Community School and into 
the new Falklands College and it is up and ready and is a superb asset. I had the opportunity 
to look in there only a couple of days ago, and it really and truly is superb asset and let’s hope 
we can get it open shortly. I am sure it won’t meet with rampant hordes of oldies – they are 
restrictions in place to limit the numbers going into the library, they will be social distanced 
and all the books that have been out and come back are cleaned and disinfected before they 
are put back on the shelves. The more I mention the library, I would like to say thank you to 
them for all the delivery and collection services that they’ve been doing during the fears of 
isolation. As one of my colleagues earlier mentioned, there are perhaps 750 people who have 
been in isolation and the library has been a lifeline to them. It is one of the many, many 
things that we have been doing to make their lives easier, so thank you and thank you to 
everyone else. 
 
I was reminded when my Honourable Colleague to my right, Mark Pollard, mentioned about 
the military and so on – 38 years ago this very day, I and a few chums decided to go ashore 
and wake up my Honourable friend Ian Hansen. Ian couldn’t come out to play so we spent 
our time blowing up 11 airplanes and several tons of fuel and ammunition before going back 
on board ship just in time for breakfast. But, I like to think they too were a virus that 
manifested themselves in flesh and blood and materiel, and we could do something about 
getting rid of it – we did. Their rhetoric, claims continue, but they are no longer occupying 
our Islands. What a shame we can’t do the same thing in battling this awful Coronavirus. 
 
These problems are ongoing, as my Honourable Colleagues have mentioned, but remember 
as we remember the commemorations of Victory in Europe Day, I was reminded of it the 
other evening – tomorrow is a lovely day. 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger  
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
Before  I move onto Covid-19, just to reassure my Colleague, the Honourable Roger Edwards, 
I, too, have visited the new Falkland College building and the library and as he says, it is 
going to be a superb facility. So, “well done” to all who have made that happen and a reality. 
I see no reason why the library can’t open imminently, so I would imagine there will be an 
announcement in the next day or two, just to reassure him. 
 
Speaking about Covid-19, I think my Honourable Colleagues have said it all really, but just 
to thank the community for their support at this incredibly worrying time – particularly, 
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children and young people, who I think have done a superb job of adapting to the new 
“normal” and extremely different set of circumstances, so well done for all of their efforts. 
 
I would also like to repeat and echo the comments paying tribute to our key services such as, 
Health and Education, the health service so ably led by the Chief Medical Officer, Dr Becky 
Edwards, who I think has done a superb job handling the situation. Also, our Education 
Department staff for their excellent work in providing the emergency childcare to our key 
workers and their children and the support they’ve given to students and parents, as well. 
 
But also, I would like to pay tribute to the workers in the retail sector, who I think have done 
incredible work to keep us going, so thank you to all of them. I, too, would also like to thank 
the Senior FIG Directors for the gigantic amount of work they’ve done under incredibly 
challenging circumstances, and for everything they’ve done to assist and we greatly 
appreciate the advice and guidance they give us. 
 
I would also like to thank the Honourable Chief Executive, Barry Rowland, for the 
exceptional work he’s done in leading the response to the Covid situation. 
 
As others have said, we’re not through it and it’s not the time to start to congratulate 
ourselves as we still face the same challenge, but I know that as we move forward in the 
coming weeks and months, we’ll continue to make decisions in an informed and measured 
way. 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members; I am rising to support the Motion. 
 
I would like to echo the thanks to everyone in the community, who my Honourable 
Colleagues have already thanked in a great way and perhaps anyone they’ve left off the list as 
well. 
 
I would also like to welcome Tim Waggott, our new Honourable Financial Secretary, to the 
Islands and wish him well in his future here. 
 
The other point I would like to make is - I was very pleased that we are now monitoring and 
updating our plans, and together with monitoring the effectiveness of the measures we’ve 
taken, I think that will be very important in the future in order to inform future measures that 
we may need to take. I was very pleased that is something that we have taken on board; we 
can always do things better and we can learn from what we’ve done. I was very pleased that 
is something we’ve taken on board. 
 
The other thing is I would like to echo the thanks for all those at Mount Pleasant who are not 
only fighting a pandemic, but also keeping us safe at the same time; they’ve had it 
particularly hard. We think we’ve had a difficult time, but certainly they, the British Forces, 
here have had it even worse; they have actually had the epidemic in amongst them. 
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The other point, I would say to everybody from personal experience, listen to the medical 
advice and act on it. Follow the advice that is given out by Government, please do. It is very 
important for everybody to listen carefully to that advice. 
 
Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
Much has been said already and I don’t intend to go over those thanks, but nerveless, would 
like to support everything that my Honourable Colleagues have said in the way of thanks to 
everyone that has been involved in how we’ve responded to Covid. 
 
I, too, would like to welcome our new Honourable Financial Secretary here. 
 
Following after the Honourable Roger Spink is always an interesting time, but we haven’t got 
TV here today, but I think people that would like to know that we have a fitter looking, 
slimmer looking and a healthier looking Member than when we last saw him in the Assembly 
and if there is a seamstress out there who can take in suits, I think you’ll have a good business 
there, so please phone him at home. 
 
Others have said during this that we have approached the reaction to Covid quickly and 
decisively, and again, I would like to say a thank you to all those people who have helped us 
progress there.  
 
The Covid is very serious and I think as the Honourable Teslyn Barkman said: we have been 
very lucky as well. Lucky because although we’ve had 13 cases in the Falkland Islands, 
they’ve been contained within Mount Pleasant and fortunately no one needed ventilating. I 
think it is now about 23 days since we had a last positive test. Does that mean we’re free of 
Covid disease? Absolutely not, but it is lucky it hasn’t spread out into the community, out 
into Camp. An element of luck, but also those close working relationships between Mount 
Pleasant people and ourselves to ensure that doesn’t happen. Because of these lack of tests, 
because it hasn’t spread into the community we are able to take some moves now to relax the 
restrictions – particularly, on schooling – and thank goodness the schools have reopened 
because home schooling with the grandchildren has been something very hard to do, so I 
think we will all welcome the reopening of the schools. And shops are opening and we’re 
working towards normalising some sort of FIGAS service and Workboat Services and we 
must be cautious though because this does not mean that we can forget about Covid. It does 
not mean we can stop doing the socialisation thing. It does not mean we can stop washing our 
hands all the time and using alcohol gel where we need to. So please people out there, take 
your time, use that concept of the bubbles, get to understand what we can and cannot do 
safely.  
 
I think many people will have watched with some concern at the growing problems within 
the United Kingdom. Over 33,000 deaths now from Covid – 40% of those have been in care 
homes and it isn’t over yet there. Their ability to set up proper testing and control and 
tracking has again been difficult to understand and again, only this week have they imposed 
some sort of quarantine on people entering the United Kingdom. But, even that is a mixed 
message, we hope that the Falkland Islands will be exempt from that, as we are free from it at 
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the moment, but we don’t know yet. But it is also odd that they do talk about quarantining 
people but not coming from France, which seems odd to me. You contrast that with what has 
happened in other countries and I think one of my Honourable Colleagues pointed the fact 
that we have used best practice internationally and you look at say, New Zealand, where they 
took a much more aggressive attack from Day 1; they closed their borders straight away and 
restricted people and I think they had only 21 deaths up to now and that’s still a lot – that’s 21 
families who have been devastated by that – but when you put it into perspective context, it is 
small numbers. They are starting to relax some of their restrictions and I think many people 
would be high on the list to know that hairdressers have opened in New Zealand this morning 
and listening to the World Service this morning, I gather there was queues around the block – 
two meters apart – when some hairdressing salons opened on the stroke of midnight – so 
there is hope folks. 
 
Their restrictions on quarantine, as I say, they introduced them at the very beginning and 
stopped people entering New Zealand. Those restrictions continue despite the success so, 
they limit very greatly anyone who can go into New Zealand – as a tourist you can’t go into 
New Zealand; they’ve effectively said their tourist industry this year is going to have to be 
put on hold. But now still if you go to New Zealand and you’re one of those people that they 
allow in, you have to then spend 14 days in a government approved, government run facility 
– usually hotels or something like that. So those are the powers, those are the attitudes that 
have enabled New Zealand to be so free of the disease. 
 
We’ve also borrowed from New Zealand the idea of this bubble concept and I think it is a 
good way and I think as my Honourable Colleague, Mark Pollard, said: if you’re not sure 
what that means in your case, please ask for help because I think it is a concept that we 
sometimes struggle to understand, but it is part of that undoing our restrictions.  
 
People think that is only a matter of time before we get it, some months ago, I am an 
optimist; I think we have the potential here to remain Covid free for many, many months, but 
that will only happen if we continue with the restrictions that we’ve imposed on people 
coming into the Islands and the absolute necessity for quarantine. It will only happen if we 
continue to work closely with Mount Pleasant, so that we can help reduce any chance of 
infection arriving on the Airbridge because I think, Mr Speaker, if we don’t continue with 
these precautions the alternatives are too catastrophic to think about. We are talking maybe 
about, if we have a widespread Covid attack here, were talking about 800 people going into 
isolation, and as my Honourable Colleague, Roger Spink, has said: it is not good. It is so 
much easier to prevent rather than get rid of it. 
 
I would just like to close by saying to the public; please maintain all those things you’ve been 
doing up to now, please don’t try and do things you know are risky, and I hope we will 
remain free of Covid for many, many months to come. 
 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you. 
 
Honourable Members, may I add my welcome to our nice, new Honourable Financial 
Secretary. You have arrived at some very interesting times. 
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Honourable Members, that concludes the business for this morning; the House stands 
adjourned accordingly.  
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