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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly 
Thursday 31 October 2019 

 
 
Prayers 
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Honourable Members, I bid you good morning and my usual reminder please about electronic 
equipment to be turned to silent. 
 
Under Standing Order number 4 I am, I won’t say pleased, but concerned that our 
Honourable Member on the end here, the Honourable Teslyn Barkman does not need to stand 
during the Assembly proceedings.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Election of Members to Executive Council.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
I appoint the Attorney General and the Honourable Financial Secretary to be tellers for this 
election please.  
 
The first round of voting will be for the Stanley Representative or Representative of the 
Stanley constituency. And the results of that round the elected representative to Executive 
Council from the Stanley constituency will be the Honourable Mark Pollard.  
 
Next round will be for a Camp Representative. The results of that round the Honourable 
Roger Edwards is elected as the Representative of Camp constituency on Executive Council.  
 
And now a Representative of either Stanley or Camp constituencies. And the result of that 
round the Honourable Stacy Bragger is elected as a member of the Executive Council.  
 
So the Executive Council for the next 12 months will consist of the Honourable Roger 
Edwards, the Honourable Mark Pollard and the Honourable Stacy Bragger.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Confirmation of the Record of the Legislative Assembly held on the 29th August 2019. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, I have in front of me the record of that last meeting. Is it your wish 
that I sign this as a true record? 
 
Members of Legislative Assembly 
 
Aye. 
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Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Papers to be laid on the table by the Honourable Chief Executive. 
 
Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last 
sitting of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the 
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977. 
 
• Maritime Labour (General Requirements under the Maritime Labour Convention) 

Regulations 2019 
 

• Maritime Labour (Survey and Certification under the Maritime Labour Convention) 
Regulations 2019 

 
• Maritime (International Safety Management Code) Regulations 2019 

 
• Maritime (Polar Code) Regulations 2019 

 
• Maritime (Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-Operation Convention) 

Regulations 2019 
 

• Maritime (Registration of Ships) Regulations 2019 
 

• Currency (Coin) (No 4) Regulations Order 2019 
 
In accordance with Section 80(2) of the Constitution the reports of the Public Accounts 
Committee: 
 
• Report to the Legislative Assembly and HE the Governor on the activities of the Public 

Accounts Committee during the period 1 September 2018 to 31 July 2019.  
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, I hereby lay the aforementioned papers on the table. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the: 
 
• Maritime Labour (General Requirements under the Maritime Labour Convention) 

Regulations 2019 
 

• Maritime Labour (Survey and Certification under the Maritime Labour Convention) 
Regulations 2019 

 
• Maritime (International Safety Management Code) Regulations 2019 

 
• Maritime (Polar Code) Regulations 2019 
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• Maritime (Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-Operation Convention) 
Regulations 2019 

 
• Maritime (Registration of Ships) Regulations 2019 
 
be noted. 
 
And by way of explanation the Regulations set out in detail the registration process and 
procedures for ships. The Maritime Ordinance was passed in 2017; the Ordinance 
necessitated a review of the then Merchant Shipping Registration of Ships Regulations 2001. 
These Regulations replace the 2001 Regulations bringing them up to date and aligning them 
with the Ordinance. There are various parts to each of these sections which can be seen and 
available online. There are extensive changes that bring Falklands maritime conventions up 
to current practice and international best practice. Thank you Mr Speaker.  
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Can I have a seconder please for that Motion?  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does anyone wish to speak to that Motion? No. The Motion is that those Regulations as listed 
are noted. Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection, those 
Regulations are noted. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the Currency (Coin) (No 4) 
Regulations Order 2019 be noted. 
 
By way of explanation this Order makes Regulations prescribing the denomination weight, 
form, design and metal composition of a 20 pence and a 10 pence coin for the purposes of 
Section 6 (5)(a) of the Ordinance.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you, could I have a seconder please for that Motion?  
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker I second the Motion.  
 
Mr Speaker  
 
The Motion is that the Currency (Coin) (No 4) Regulations Order 2019 be noted, is there any 
objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection those Regulations are noted.  
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The Honourable Mark Pollard  
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41 (3) I move that the Report to the Legislative 
Assembly and HE the Governor on the activities of the Public Accounts Committee during 
the period 1 September 2018 to 31 July 2019  be noted. 
 
If I may just a brief explanation please Mr Speaker. I’ll just outline the Report the full version 
will be available to members of the public if they so wish. But just we had a question in the 
public meeting as well about the makeup of whether MLAs should sit on it. It explains in 
here the establishment and legislation of it with essentially a Chair, a Deputy Chair and a Lay 
Member and two MLAs. In terms of the meetings what has taken place is the committee have 
met on four occasions with two public hearings held, one on quarry pricing and the other on 
the database EMIS report. They examined many accounts and 51 internal audit reports. There 
was also the Stanley Leisure Centre swimming pool refurbishment report as the public may 
have seen. And everything else is contained within the Report, thank you very much Mr 
Speaker.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
And could I have a seconder please?  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  
 
Mr Speaker I second the Motion.  
 
Mr Speaker  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby to second. Does any Member wish to speak to the Motion?  
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts  
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, very briefly just to take the opportunity to thank the outgoing 
Chairperson Dr Andrea Clausen for what I believe is about seven years of service on the PAC 
and congratulate the new Chair Nadia Knight. I think that’s a very exciting appointment and 
look forward to seeing this very worthwhile committee strengthen.  
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Does any other Member wish to speak?  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members my Honourable colleague Leona Roberts jumped in ahead 
of me and I echo those comments because I think under the chief direction of Andrea Clausen 
I think the committee has moved forwards and done lots of good work. My Honourable 
colleague Mark Pollard referred to the public meeting question recently about the Public 
Accounts Committee and its value and should MLAs sit on that. It is in the Constitution, the 
makeup of that is in the Constitution, but the thing that I think needs addressing in the review 
of the Constitution is confirmation of what the PAC can do. Over the years we’ve had 
varying legal opinions from different Attorney Generals some saying the PAC can’t look at 
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any project until it’s totally completed, others saying: “well no, as soon as that money is 
voted and the project is given permission then we can look at that straight away”. And that’s 
exactly what happens in other Assemblies particularly in the UK. So I think we need to 
enshrine that change, that clarity of thought as there’s a different opinion in different 
Attorney Generals, so I think we need look during the time of revision of the Constitution to 
actually place that so it is unchallengeable in the future, so that the Public Accounts 
Committee can look at projects as soon as they have been voted money.  
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Does any other Member wish to speak?  
 
The Motion before the House is that the Report to the Legislative Assembly and His 
Excellency the Governor on the activities of the Public Accounts Committee during the 
period 1 September 2018 to 31 July 2019 is noted. Is there any objection to that Motion? 
There is no objection that Report is noted.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Questions for oral response. 
 
Question number 13 of 2019 by the Honourable Stacy Bragger.  
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. Could the Honourable Leona Roberts please outline what work the 
Falkland Islands Government is doing to raise awareness of the Falkland Islands in the 
United Kingdom? 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts  
 
Yes, I’d like to thank my Honourable colleague for this question, and also the Falkland 
Islands Government Office in London for providing the detailed response.  
 
The Falkland Islands Government manages a number of initiatives to raise awareness of the 
Falklands in the United Kingdom; these are mainly led by the Falkland Islands Government 
Office in London. The role of FIGO is to represent the Government’s policies to the UK 
Government, the Houses of Parliament, the media and to the public. This consistently 
involves the promotion of the Falkland Islands. FIGO works closely with the Members of 
Legislative Assembly, the Public Relations Team and the Policy and Economic Development 
Directorate to agree on objectives, strategy, methodology and key messages to disseminate in 
the UK. 
 
More specifically, FIGO continues to meet with a number of Members of Parliament and 
Peers from the House of Lords to discuss key Falkland Islands issues that affect us. The 
Representative also organises and hosts a group of MPs to visit the Falklands each year, and 
this has proved highly successful in showcasing life here in the Falklands, consistently 
creating new supporters from these visiting MPs. FIGO attends Political Party Conferences 
each year and this provides an opportunity to promote the Islands to a wide audience of UK 
politicians, council members, international visitors, the media and party delegates. All of this 
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diplomatic work invariably involves raising awareness of the Islands, in particular its 
economic development, political status, tourism, life in the Falklands or issues that affect the 
Islands, such as Brexit. 
 
FIGO, in partnership with the Members of Legislative Assembly and the Policy and 
Economic Development Directorate, have conducted a sustained campaign to raise awareness 
of the negative implications of the UK exiting the European Union without a deal.  This has 
involved discussions with MPs, MEPs, Peers and UK Government officials in official 
meetings, events and at the Party Conferences. In addition, a number of articles on the subject 
have been published in a range of media outlets, such as the Guardian, the Independent, the 
Daily Telegraph, Daily Express and the BBC to inform the UK public of this issue. 
 
In addition to FIGO’s core work, as described, the office leads a number of initiatives that all 
have the key objective or promoting the Falklands in the UK. For example, FIGO is always 
diligently investigating opportunities in the UK media that would lead to raising awareness of 
the Falklands, whether that is in print, on radio, television or on social media platforms. 
FIGO also leads on a number of projects to attend or organise events, exhibitions or 
conferences with the aim of promoting a modern Falklands to a UK audience, such as the 
Falklands War conference in Manchester, the commemoration event in Portsmouth, and in 
the future, a possible exhibition in partnership with an award winning Museum. 
 
As FIGO has a physical presence in the UK, it offers itself and its staff to provide support and 
assistance to others when attending trade shows, conferences and other relevant events. For 
example, FIGO has supported the Falkland Islands Tourist Board to attend the World Travel 
Market and has worked with Falklands’ private sector companies to provide a presence at 
Birdfair, both of which raise awareness of the Islands. 
 
This provides an overview of the work FIGO carries out to promote the Islands in the UK, 
however this important responsibility is intrinsically linked to every activity, initiative or 
project FIGO is involved in. This can include Foreign and Commonwealth Receptions, work 
with other Overseas Territories and the management of the FIG’s UK social media platforms, 
as some further examples. 
 
In regards to Public Relations in the UK. The UK PR and Communications Manager is based 
at Falkland House. This role is responsible for engaging the UK media, the management of 
FIG’s UK social media platforms and the continuous development of the database of 
contacts, which has grown from 69 in 2017 to over 2,000 in September of this year. This 
includes 341 media links, 225 travel contacts and 164 academics.  
 
Media coverage of Falkland Islands issues and travel opportunities have been instigated and 
supported by FIGO in national and local media such as the Daily Telegraph, Financial Times, 
Guardian, Times, Daily Mail and Daily Express newspapers. Sector specific articles in the 
trade press on the Falklands have featured in cars, farming, fishing, flying and tourism 
publications. 
 
In addition, the UK PR and Communications Manager manages the @FalklandsintheUK 
Twitter account on behalf of FIG. The focus of this account is to tailor Falklands’ news and 
updates to a UK audience. This account, established in 2017, now has almost five and a half 
thousand followers and enjoys regular monthly interactions with over a quarter of a million 
people and has experienced up to half a million at its peak. 
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Depending on the timing, visiting Members of Legislative Assembly can be involved in all 
described activities. With advance notice of their work trips to the UK provided by Gilbert 
House, FIGO can plan meetings, events, receptions, media interviews and site visits to 
maximise their time and reinforce FIG’s message and presence in the UK. 
 
With the 40th Anniversary in 2022 the spotlight will be on the Islands once again. This will 
give us the opportunity to showcase the Islands today and we will work together to identify 
opportunities on how best to achieve that. 
 
So I thank FIGO staff for that and also take this opportunity while I’m on my feet to thank 
our outgoing Representative Sukey Cameron for more than thirty years of service to the 
Falklands though her role at the Government Office in London and also take the opportunity 
to welcome our new Representative Richard Hyslop, thank you.  
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I’d like to thank the Honourable Leona Roberts for her answer. 
Members will be aware this is a bit of a hobbyhorse of mine. I’m the deputy portfolio holder 
for public relations alongside the Honourable Leona Roberts, and I’d like to thank her for 
outlining the good work that FIGO and the PR team do here.  
 
I feel we could do a lot more though, and my Honourable colleague wrote an excellent 
strategy a year or two ago that was approved by Executive Council which confirmed that we 
feel our focus in terms of public diplomacy should be on the UK and outlined a number of 
excellent initiatives that we should do. I don’t think progress has been as fast as we would 
have liked on that, I think there is an awful lot more that we can do. There has been a fair 
amount of coverage in the UK over the last year mostly focussed on Brexit which is 
obviously something that we need to highlight.  
 
But I think in terms of giving people in the UK an understanding of what is a Falkland 
Islander and why are we an important part of the British family I don’t think we are doing 
enough, and the events of 1982 obviously resonate to those in the UK followed at the time, 
but young people now in their teens and twenties know next to nothing, and we haven’t given 
them a reason to be interested in the Falklands or to know anything about us, and my concern 
is that if we don’t get out there more and tell the average person in the UK about why we are 
important then we will suffer. I don’t think it’s something that we can afford to be 
complacent about, and I think if we don’t have the support of the British public as a whole 
then we have nothing, and I think why would the average 21 year old living in Rotherham or 
Swansea know anything about the Falklands.  
 
So it’s something I think we need to do a lot more on. I think everyone anecdotally when they 
visit the UK have just casual conversations with people in shops or taxi drivers and the 
subject of the Falklands will come up and they will say: “Where are they? Do you speak 
English?”, just sort of questions like that which to me highlights the work that needs to be 
done.  
 
And in the last year we didn’t have any inward bound visits from UK. A lot of that was due 
to other commitments that people had, mostly around Brexit, I think Honourable Leona 
Roberts highlighted the good work that is already taking place, but I think in the next year  I 
support a lot more energy being given to that, and she outlines the work particularly around 
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MP’s.  There was some really good work earlier this year with a series of meetings in 
Westminster and getting that sort of political support from MP’s, and that’s obviously 
incredibly important, but again just to reiterate, I’d like to see more focus on informing 
people generally in the UK about why we are important, so thanks a lot for her response.  
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts  
 
Yes, thank you Mr Speaker, and if I can just respond to that, as the Honourable Stacy Bragger 
knows I absolutely agree with everything he is saying on this. We, the Falklands are far more 
than just 1982, but these days that is probably just about what most people in the UK know 
about us. And it’s so important that we get our message out there and to the ordinary people 
as well as to MP’s, peers and so on. Although that is taking nothing from all the work that 
FIGO has been doing in that respect. But I absolutely agree, I think his point on incoming 
visits is a really vital one, I think we have a few things in the pipeline which I hope will make 
a real difference for the Falklands. But we definitely want to focus more on this and try and 
push this message, perhaps if Brexit could just end one way or another we might actually be 
able to get more attention perhaps, but anyway we won’t even start that conversation. So 
totally agree with everything, I thank the Honourable Member for asking this question and 
giving us an opportunity to highlight the desire to do more in this area.  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I would concur with everything that’s been said and as 
my Honourable colleague Leona Roberts just said, today was the day we should have been 
leaving the EU. Driving into work today I’ve been looking for people lying in ditches 
because that’s where they would lie if they didn’t get the exit on today’s date. But joking 
aside, I think Brexit means a real sea change on how we address things, and the Honourable 
Stacy Bragger is absolutely right we can no longer assume that the next generation in the UK 
knows anything about the Falkland Islands and we need to do much more to gain their 
understanding and approval. But, of course, when Brexit happens and we are no longer 
recognised as an Overseas Territory with a right to self-determination which has been a given 
up to now whilst the UK have been a member, we will suddenly be faced with: “well, how do 
we respond to the other 27 members in the EU and how do we get their support for the right 
of self-determination and our recognition as a country?” So I think there are lots of things to 
do, and I welcome the improvements we talked about today.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any supplementary questions to the original? No.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Question number 14 of 2019 by the Honourable Teslyn Barkman.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Could the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby please update this House on the progress of 
development of the business case by Government to look at the resilience and expansion of 
ferry and inter-island shipping services and is there a time line to ensure a programme of 
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works doesn't lose momentum? This does follow on from a Question I raised previously in 
the House back in January 2019.  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I’d like to thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for her 
Question and it’s an important one. The ferry and coastal service system is at the moment 
provided by Workboat Services very effectively indeed, and it’s key to the development, not 
just of agriculture in Camp, but all other businesses and a growing tourism link as well, 
particular as people have access to the Travel Fund we now give to status holders here, and 
we will see, I think, more people travelling out to Camp. I think the Honourable Teslyn 
Barkman will understand and recognise that this Assembly has a commitment, and it went to 
EXCO only yesterday, to an improvement programme of ramps and jetties within Camp such 
that we can offer a better service to the Camp settlements. She will also be aware, I think, that 
in 2015 we undertook an independent review of the service to determine whether one vessel 
as we have at the moment was right for the future or whether we should buy a different vessel 
or indeed two vessels. The review that took place in 2015 came down in favour of continuing 
with the system we have which is basically a multiuse single vessel. But as I say things are 
developing in Camp, we hope soon to have the second flight and with growth of tourism 
which might impact on that inter-island ferry service as well. So I think it’s only right that we 
look to do another independent review with input from farmers and people out in Camp, but 
also the present operators Workboat Services. There is an intention to tender document being 
developed at the moment, and we will hopefully quite soon release that, and we hope to have 
a consultant named to undertake this work by mid-2020, in six or seven months’ time at the 
latest, I hope sooner.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
I’d like to thank my Honourable colleague for that response to what is a very pressing matter 
for the connectivity of Camp. As I think has been explained, you cannot expect tourism and 
agriculture to continue to be progressed in Camp without the reliable and high standard of 
connectivity that would facilitate that. It’s disappointing to hear that we will be waiting until 
mid-2020 although it is in some way a good landmark to be able to put in the ground around 
the conduction of another review. But I do remember, well not being on the Assembly in 
2015 but I do remember seeing the Report from 2015 review, and knowing then it lacked 
serious amount of context as to the future capacity and demand of Camp. And I also 
remember that back in 2017 there was a recognition by this Assembly that the resilience of 
Camp, having a backup plan if you will, to when the current ship goes into unexpected dry 
dock or suffers issues, so that a connectivity link can still link up our main Islands and keep 
the economy running in Camp. That was something that was recognised by the Assembly 
back in 2017 and it is disappointing to see that that resilience plan hasn’t been taken 
anywhere further yet.  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  
 
Mr Speaker, I agree this is an important service, I think we all agree. As I say this Assembly 
is committed to investing multi-million pounds into development of ramps and jetties over a 
programme of some years. The last review was only in 2015 and yes, was it perfect? Well, 
every review can be better I suppose, but how often do you want to review and I think the 
commitment of this Government is to review again. The question about resilience what 
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happens if a single vessel breaks down, a lot of work has been done on how we might charter 
a boat to try to get something here as a replacement. It’s difficult from where we are, but 
again, I think that’s all the sort of thing that will be picked up in the review so that we can 
look at that dispassionately and try to make decisions that will do all the things that my 
Honourable colleague points to in trying to develop Camp.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Thank you Honourable Dr Barry Elsby. I think while this is something that people can feel 
quite passionately about, it is also a pragmatic point when it comes to getting the most out of 
the second flight that’s been announced, getting the most out of the different ambitions that 
we have in tourism and economic developments in Camp. It’s heartening to hear that this 
Assembly has voiced a commitment to review the resilience and  future needs in Camp again, 
and that those charter arrangements have been looked into more informally, it would be good 
to see how that could be formalised and in some way become a rolling policy so that it 
doesn’t depend on whether the Assembly supports it or not, and that there can be a formalised 
process for a resilience plan for the Concordia Bay.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby do you wish to respond to that?  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  
 
No.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you.  
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard  
 
If I may Mr Speaker, just a comment, I think the Concordia Bay and the ferry and Island 
shipping is one part of a bigger picture in terms of the transport network, that’s the internal 
transport network as well as the external. I’d just like to bring up the fact that we would like 
to attract more people to live and work in Camp, we’ve made that pledge, along with the 
second flight developments I think we are going to see more people. And whilst we’ve 
invested quite largely into FIGAS and the road network, we are also looking at investing in 
the jetties and ramps as well. I would like to just remind my Honourable colleagues to 
remember in the budget round that if this happens and we do attract a lot more people to live 
and work in Camp then we need to continue to invest, we can’t rest on our laurels in anyway. 
Thank you, Mr Speaker.  
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Are there any supplementary questions? No.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Question number 15 of 2019 by the Honourable Teslyn Barkman.  
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The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. At Executive Council in September Members approved an update to 
the Management Code. It is understood that continued work on Government parental and 
annual leave policy is ongoing. For information for the public could the Honourable Roger 
Spink please outline changes to policy that are under consideration and any affects to 
entitlements this may have in order to reassure employees?    
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, the recent revisions to Chapter 8 of the Management 
Code set out the high-level arrangements for an Attendance Management policy and 
procedure that will enable the effective management of working hours, leave and absence 
within Falkland Islands Government. Further work is still to be done in developing additional 
guidance and training for managers that will support the fair and reasonable application of 
these procedures.  
 
These revisions to the Management Code have primarily focused upon making existing 
arrangements better understood, rather than introducing any significant policy changes. The 
main changes include the integration of multiple types of discretionary leave under a concept 
of ‘special leave’ and with the health and welfare of all staff in mind, employees will be 
encouraged to take a minimum of 15 days annual leave each year. Employees should be 
reassured that there are no plans to reduce any existing entitlements and instead, we are 
looking for ways to make leave work better for employees.  
 
In particular, a proposal to harmonise annual leave entitlements between local and overseas 
contracts has already been supported by Corporate Management Team and steps are being 
taken to understand the resourcing and budget implications, ahead of a possible 
implementation in July 2020. This would see annual leave entitlements for a large number of 
local staff increasing by up to 8 days per year. Work will also be done on looking at parental 
leave and whether there are any simple steps we can take to make this more flexible for new 
parents. 
 
All approved or planned changes will be communicated widely to all employees ahead of any 
formal implementation. Any employees who have questions or concerns about their leave 
entitlements or other aspects of HR policy are encouraged to contact their line manager or a 
member of FIG’s HR team for more information, at any time. Thank you.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
I’d like to thank my Honourable colleague for that comprehensive and reassuring response.  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I think FIG is a very generous employer and part of the 
question I think from my Honourable colleague was about paternity leave and maternity 
leave. We are a generous employer with generous maternity allowances which I don’t believe 
are linked to the amount of time you have served with Government before you are eligible for 
it. Looking at what is our legal minimum as a country, at the moment the legal minimum is 
that a lady has had to work for a company for two years before she is eligible for maternity 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 31 October 2019 

17 

pay. The minimum is six weeks maternity pay at nine tenths of salary and the lady must 
return to work within 29 weeks of delivery if she wants to retain her job. Do you believe that 
it is time perhaps for us to enter some sort of discussion with the Chamber and other 
interested parties to see how the private sector responds to these minimums, and whether they 
are actually paying just the minimum maternity leave or whether there is actually many 
companies who are proactive and actually paying a more generous allowance.  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
Mr Speaker, I’d like to thank the Honourable Barry Elsby for that question. The Employment 
Protection Ordinance under which the minimum provisions are found is, I think, probably in 
need of an update, but we already have quite a large backlog of issues for consideration, and 
whether or not in the life of this Assembly we will have the time to get around to reviewing 
the Employment Protection Ordinance I don’t know, but I think his suggestion of a 
discussion with the private sector and for the Government to lead by example is a way 
forward and that should be noted, thank you.  
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Thank you, I think as part of that parental leave policy work it is important to note that I think 
this Assembly, as far as I understand it, is also putting forward a consideration that parental 
leave be more flexible in terms of which care-giver, whether it be the mother or father, or in 
the case of cohabiting parents it can be shared about amongst the carers of the child and not 
necessarily earmarked for just one person, which in quite a lot of cases is the mother as my 
Honourable colleague the Honourable Barry Elsby pointed to. So, to try and make it more 
flexible so that either parent of a child or guardian of a child can be given that flexibility to 
have paid leave to look after their child should it be the other parent that wishes to return to 
work. And I think that’s important flexibility that the UK has introduced as a standard which 
I hope will be supported. It may not get much take up, but it’s an important thing to have 
there if it’s just one person that will benefit from it. Thank you Mr Speaker.  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
I’d like to thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for her comments, those are noted and 
obviously they’ll be taken into account in the discussions that we have when those are 
brought forward by the administration. So, thank you.  
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Is there any other supplementary questions?  
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts  
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, sorry to be speaking yet again and sorry for kind of labouring the 
point I guess, but I’ll just add my voice to what has already been said. I was very happy to see 
the review of the Management Code ongoing. It’s horribly out of date and some fantastic 
work has been done by Human Resources in this. But I was disappointed that in this day and 
age we weren’t dealing with paternity and family leave in a more modern, flexible way, 
recognising that it’s not actually only mothers who want to be home with their new-borns and 
I think that flexibility could be extended to, as I’ve said, family leave which perhaps might 
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allow for people who have ill family members who need to go overseas for treatment, 
whether they be elderly or a sibling or whatever. Sometimes we have fairly extraordinary 
circumstances here in the Falklands which I think Government actually is very good at 
helping people to handle those situations, but it would be nice to see something formalised. 
So I hope that that’s included in the discussion. I would also say how pleased I am that 
consideration has been given to harmonising leave entitlement between local and contract 
officers, I think that will make a big difference to people, and I think it’s overdue. So that 
again is a really good step and I absolutely appreciate what my Honourable colleague said 
about our legislative drafting programme, and looking at the Employment Protection 
Ordinance would probably be fairly far down the line, but I just hope that we can find a way 
to deal with some of these things which may seem secondary, but actually, are very important 
to ordinary people. Thank you Mr Speaker.  
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Does any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question or comment on that topic? 
No.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Question number 16 of 2019 by the Honourable Roger Spink.  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, can the Honourable Teslyn Barkman please advise what 
the total catch of Falkland Calamari (Loligo) and Hake was in the 2019 season to date. To put 
the figures in context could the Honourable Teslyn Barkman compare and comment on the 
level of catch with the total tonnages of Loligo and Hake in each of the last 5 years and the 
estimated commercial value of those catches. 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
I thank my Honourable colleague for the question to comment on these two specific fisheries, 
they are the most productive within our zone.  
 
The 5 year catch history for Calamari in thousands of metric tonnes and starting with 2019 
are 80.6, 80, 64.7, 46.4 and 30.3 respectively. 
The 5 year catch history for Hake in thousands of metric tonnes and starting with 2019 are 
52.8, 27.1, 15.8, 23.9 and 21.1 respectively. 
 
The estimated 5 year catch value for Calamari in Millions of Pounds and starting with 2019 
are 190, 191, 163, 160 and 110 respectively. 
 
The estimated 5 year catch value for Hake in Millions of Pounds and starting with 2019 are 
38, 19, 12, 15.5 and 14 respectively. 
 
A table of this information can be made available on our Legislative Assembly page; it is a 
difficult thing to describe in terms of a graph.  
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The catches of Calamari have been trending upward over the 5 year period from what was a 
low year in 2015. Hake catches have generally been higher since 2015 and continue to be 
strong and healthy.  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
I’d like to thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for her reply and obviously it’s a very 
important source of our revenues in the Islands and it’s good to see the trends over the last 
five years have been very positive for the economy of the Falklands, thank you.  
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Does any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question? No.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio Reports, the Honourable Roger Edwards.  
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, following a briefing we received from the Director and Deputy Director of 
Public Works on Tuesday afternoon it will be no surprise that I start off with staffing issues. 
Staffing remains an issue throughout the Public Works Department with vacancies in the 
Water section, the Power & Electrical section, the Highways section, the Property & 
Municipal section, the Housing section and Plant & Vehicle section. The Director of Public 
Works and the Heads of Sections are working together with HR to find a solution to the staff 
shortages.  
 
November should see an addition to the Public Works portfolio with the Health & Safety 
Advisor, Richard Galey, moving from HR to PWD as the DPW becomes the FIG Health and 
Safety Champion for the Organisation.  
 
Although works have carried out on all through the winter, PWD highways are now 
preparing for another full summer season. Preparation works have been completed on the 
MPA road with the replacement of more than 20 culverts and thanks should go to those teams 
that worked the nightshifts in the rather inclement weather to ensure the MPA road was kept 
open. The asphalt team arrive within the next two weeks and works will start with the Airport 
road and Stanley roads with the MPA road works starting in January.  
The grader crews again have worked hard through the winter, where possible, to ensure the 
MPA road is retained in usable condition and with the improvements in the weather they 
have now started the endless task of grading the Camp roads.  
 
PWD contractors are also now progressing works on the Philomel Farm road and the San 
Carlos road, while Public Works Department’s own teams concentrate initially on the New 
Haven road before heading for the North Camp. 
 
The quarry continues to work hard to ensure that it can meet the demands both of the private 
sector and the ambitious Falkland Islands Government capital programme. The asphalt plant 
is being re-commissioned ready for its second season, while at the same time the team work 
hard to provide the raw materials required for a number of projects.  
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As we move into the second quarter of the financial year the team are already reaching new 
highs, with 55,000 tonnes of materials already produced and sold and daily production 
figures reaching a record high of almost 2,000 tonnes in a single shift.  
 
The majority of the new mobile plant has now arrived in the Islands and we await the arrival 
of the final items on the December FIRS ship before undertaking the commissioning in 
January. This will give some resilience to the available production for the year.  
 
The team at Plant & Vehicle section also continues to work hard to ensure the required plant 
is available to meet the requirements of the Quarry, the Highways section and the Falkland 
Islands Government Constructions Partner. Special thanks must go out for the whole team for 
stepping up and covering while the Plant & Vehicle manager has an extended period of 
absence. We also take this opportunity to send our thoughts and best wishes to Ralph and 
Leeann.  
 
The pressures at Power & Electrical remain with a number of key positions becoming vacant 
in recent months. The team continue to work hard to ensure that the electricity demand is 
met. There is no set date for the completion of the Interim Power station as the process is 
regularly interrupted by a need to react to other issues. However it can be confirmed that 
completion of the works remains a priority for the team and they are working towards having 
the onsite cabling and terminations completed to allow Cummins to commission the units.  
 
Property & Municipal section remain busy in all areas of responsibility. The most visible 
works have been the improvements to the fencing at Police Cottages, but they have also been 
working on sewer network repairs and pump station works as well as the daily management 
of Eliza Cove. In this first quarter significant efforts, from all the team, have been 
concentrating on housing refurbishments and upgrades and this is an ongoing process. A 
large number of small and medium contracts have also been issued to assist with 
refurbishment works and the results of these early efforts will become visible as the works 
start on the ground.  
 
Linked to this the housing section remain as busy as ever, ensuring that all properties are 
turned around and made available as soon as possible, assisting tenants where necessary and 
assessing new applications  and housing requests. The team now produce a very informative 
monthly housing newsletter with a lot of useful information for both new and existing 
tenants.  
 
The Water section has been very visible over the past months and have reacted admirably to 
the number of significant network failures to ensure that the disruption to the public has been 
kept to a minimum. A new line is being installed to service the industrial units in the Boxer 
Bridge road area and a new line has been installed across the Bypass to service the new and 
future developments on the southern side of the Bypass road. The teams have also been busy 
with training. Between them they have completed training in Water Hygiene, Safety, Health 
and Environmental Awareness, Water Sampling and Testing, Environmental Awareness and 
Water Management, Water Industry Leadership & Management and Strategic Catchment 
Management Plans. There has also been joint working with the MOD on training and future 
shared staffing. Works are ongoing to replace the filter medium within the filtration plant.  
 
In parallel to the ‘business as usual’ works carried out by the individual sections within PWD, 
some or all have also been involved in the delivery of the continuingly ambitious capital 
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programme. Works are due to commence on the ground works to Tussac House in early 
November, Diamond Jubilee road extension is progressing well and works to the next phase 
of housing and infrastructure has been approved with onsite works due to commence in 
January 2020. Falklands College construction is proceeding at pace and with progress to both 
the internal and external works. The first phase of the Falkland Islands Community School 
remodelling was completed in August with the library reducing in size to allow for one 
additional class room to be provided. The next phase of this work will commence in 
December/January, when the library will relocate to the new training college site and an 
additional classroom will be provided within the Falkland Islands Community School. The 
KEMH redevelopment project is also moving forward. The houses on St Mary’s walk were 
demolished to allow for temporary parking and lay down area and the decant kitchen is 
nearing completion and is due to be commissioned in the first half of November. The new 
Project manager, Stephen Cole, is due to join the team on the 12th November. 
 
Orders have been placed for a Majority of the approved plant and vehicle replacement and we 
are now awaiting completion of manufacture and delivery. A number of the vehicles have 
been received and will be operational within the fleet before Christmas with the large 
majority of the heavier plant due to arrive in the first half of 2020.  
 
The Falkland Islands Government Strategic Asset Management is now underway with a 
number of buildings having already been assessed. This work will be ongoing over the next 
few months.  
 
The waste management strategy has been approved and is now being implemented. The glass 
recycling and collection has been established and the reception bays at the quarry are now in 
place. Materials are expected to be received from the MOD over the coming months and the 
processing regime is ready to start once the quantities of glass are sufficient. The detailed 
design of a new waste transfer centre, including separation and incineration, is well 
progressed and it is hoped that procurement and construction will commence in early 2020. 
Initial site surveys and feasibility assessments for the development of a new landfill site have 
also been completed and it is hoped that the final site will be identified in the coming months. 
All of this is with a view to closing and remediating the Eliza Cove site within two years. 
 
Mr Speaker, that concludes my report on Public Works.  
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Thank you, does any Member wish to raise a comment or a question on that report?  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, and I thank the Honourable Roger Edwards for his report. If I could 
just have a point of clarification, please. I think I’m correct in saying that even though you 
said that the road works have started with capping in different places and the building of the 
road to Lake Sulivan, is it correct that there is still certain areas of road still out for tender?  
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, that is absolutely true. It’s not to Lake Sulivan it is to Philomel Farm the road 
works. And indeed there was one contract that was let to a contractor who is mainly based at 
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Mount Pleasant. He didn’t get, I believe the case was that he didn’t get one of the larger 
contracts that the MOD were offering, and therefore he pulled out of that contract. So 
although he had been awarded the contract, he then withdrew from it and that contract still 
has to be renegotiated and re-let.  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
I’d like to thank the Honourable Roger Edwards for his report. It’s very obvious from the 
report that we have a big issue with staffing and people to get the many jobs done. I 
wondered if the Honourable Roger Edwards could outline what steps are being taken to try 
and address that issue and problem.  
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards  
 
Mr Speaker, I’d be delighted and as Members will remember from a briefing on Tuesday 
afternoon, one of the problems with bringing in additional workforce is accommodation. And 
as went through Executive Council only yesterday, plans are in process to take up local 
accommodation availability for up to 40 workforce. But as we were briefed on Tuesday, if we 
wish to complete the capital projects that we have we need to increase the workforce to up to 
75, so we still have some way to go and Government continues to look at a way of resolving 
this accommodation issue. It is an accommodation issue as well as a staffing issue.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise a comment or a question?   
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, just to thank the Honourable Roger Edwards for his interesting 
report, and I was very pleased to hear the update on the waste management project and I look 
forward to seeing the demise of Eliza Cove as soon as possible, thank you.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other comment? 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio Report, the Honourable Leona Roberts. 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I will warn you from the outset that this is a pretty 
lengthy report. However, I do ask your forbearance. The sections within my portfolio are 
very public facing and as such receive a lot of scrutiny and their work is not always obvious 
to the public, so I wouldn’t deprive them the opportunity to have that work and their efforts 
on record. I have been fairly brutal in my editing, but trying not to lose the flavour of the 
reports, but I hope you’re sitting comfortably and perhaps have sandwiches and a flask at 
hand. 
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So we will start with the Royal Falkland Islands Police. The RFIP underwent an independent 
external inspection in February. The report reflected the many improvements made, but also 
recognised that this is a continuing journey. The Policing Improvement Plan is now closed, 
with actions completed, consolidated into the new plan or discharged as appropriate. Good 
progress is being made on this new Development Plan.  
 
The Force is developing ongoing programmes for crime prevention, intelligence gathering 
and community policing, including: 
• Tactical assessments for identified priority areas 
• Community policing strategy drafted  
• Intelligence sharing with the JSPSU 
• Work to provide greater services to Camp 
• RFIP surgeries for MPA-based civilians and also Road Safety work in partnership with 

JSPSU 
• And pleased to say that dedicated officers allocated to the Infant & Junior School and the 

Community School, with work including sessions on cycle safety, peer pressure, self-
esteem and consent.  

 
Cross-agency work continues to be developed including:  
• Safeguarding Children Board sub-group established 
• Internet safety and domestic abuse campaigns, the latter which has brought about 

increased reporting from victims and is due to be re-energised around the anniversary of 
the project launch 

• Information sharing with Social Services and the appointment of a joint MASH officer  
• In safeguarding, a dedicated case officer is now assigned to vulnerable victims  
• Joint working with Customs and JSPSU, including increased presence at MPA for 

civilian flights 
• And overseas collaboration with other Police Forces in the UK, Overseas Territories and 

South America 
 
On staffing work continues to recruit, retain and promote a diverse workforce and we are now 
seeing an increase in the number of local officers in both full time and reserve roles. 
Inspector Gary Roberts leaves in December so I would take the opportunity to thank him for 
his work and wish him well for the future. 
 
An Induction pack and Probationer training have been established for new officers and the 
organisation is developing a pathway for local staff for specialisation and promotion. 
Training completed or ongoing includes Achieving Best Evidence interview training and 
specialised sexual offence courses. Investment in instructor training means that Firearms, 
Taser and personal safety courses have been delivered by accredited local trainers.  
 
The Chief of Police visited the UK’s National Police Coordination Centre for input on UK 
policing support to Overseas Territories. This visit fitted into on-going work to develop an 
island wide internal security strategy.     
 
Funding for much needed IT equipment was approved as Members will be aware and a new 
ABE equipment has been ordered which includes a system that will allow for interviews to be 
video recorded, which is quite an important step. 
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The force continues to deal with a number of child sexual exploitation cases unfortunately. 
Drugs also continue to feature as a challenge and recent arrests saw the importation of Class 
A drugs disrupted.     
 
HM Prisons. The HM Prison Services continues to work to provide a high quality prison 
service and support the rehabilitation of offenders. Recent highlights include: 
• The delivery of Modular Prison Officer training packages 
• Development of sentence management practices and risk management plans 
• MAPPA which I think is Multi Agency Public Protection Arrangements have been 

reinvigorated 
• The adoption of the beginning-to-end Offender Management model with probation 

services  
• Probation Governance has been transferred from Head of Social Services to HMP 

Manager 
• And implementation of short offending behaviour interventions, including: staff qualified 

to deliver Diploma training on alcohol and drug abuse. 300% increase in education 
provision which includes iGCSEs in maths, biology, reading and writing classes and also 
qualifications have been achieved in construction, health and safety and COSHH.  

 
The Fire & Rescue Service continues to be busy and proactive. Thirteen new recruits 
completed their 3 month recruitment course in July and are now part of the retained.  
 
Training time has been increased from two to three hours on a Wednesday night for retained 
personnel, and this has been a great success, allowing for more in-depth training. On average 
20 retained regularly attend these sessions, showing their commitment and dedication to 
protecting their community. A training day is also held every month allowing for retained 
personnel to keep their core skills to a high standard.  
 
The service operates an ongoing programme to offer individuals Fire Warden and Fire 
extinguisher courses. First Response and Emergency Care (FREC) training is delivered to 
KEMH, RFIP and Airport Fire Service staff by an in-house trainer. First Aid at Work training 
is provided to FIG & the Private Sector by our in-house trainer and Fire risk assessments are 
carried out on all Government departments. 
 
Continued professional development for full time staff is ongoing, most notably this year 
with staff undertaking courses at the Fire Services Colleges in the UK.  
Courses have included: Road Traffic Collision Instructor, Tactical Ventilation Instructor, Fire 
Safety Management and Fire Risk Assessment, Fire Investigation, Hazardous Materials 
Advisor and Heavy Rescue Instructor Courses. 
 
A new Scania Fire Tender is in the build process and this will replace one of the Dennis Fire 
Tenders, which is 23 years old. The vehicle is due for shipping in late 2019 early 2020. 
 
The Fire Service will also like me to highlight that they have their Fire Engine Pull on 
Saturday 30th November, from the Beaver Hanger to the Jetty Visitors Centre and this, as 
always, will be raising money for the Stephen Jaffray Memorial Fund and also this year for 
Southern Heartbeat. As has also happened for a good many years, the Fire & Rescue Service 
and the RFIP will be helping Santa when he visits the Town Hall on Christmas Eve, where 
Santa will give a free goodie bag to every child, and I would suggest perhaps well-behaved 
MLAs, but that might be pushing it a bit.  
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The Customs and Immigration Service. Following several years of significant permanent staff 
shortages, it’s gratifying to note that the Service is practically fully staffed. However, the 
recruitment of additional casual staff particularly to cover during normal working days has 
been challenging.  
 
Moving onto operations, two small seizures of controlled drugs were made, with an 
interception at the Post Office and a discovery on a fishing vessel. One seizure involving a 
trace amount of cocaine was also made at the Airport and is the subject to on-going 
investigation.        
 
Last year 1,992 immigration permits were processed, an increase of 337.   
 
Customs border control and inspection initiatives have been consistently maintained. Closer 
working arrangements between Customs and Immigration and Biosecurity staff at the 
Agricultural Department have ensured enhanced control and management of imports.   
   
During the last financial year Customs and Immigration officers seized or retained for further 
examination a very large quantity of items and physically examined hundreds of packages 
arriving by mail and DHL. I’m happy to share these and other statistics with Members later if 
they wish. 
  
The RAF Police drugs search dog team continue to attend most incoming flights, regularly 
examine incoming freight and mails and inspect visiting ships; this is invaluable and much 
appreciated.                    
 
Following a trial which lasted several years, the use of electronic Customs clearance systems 
for vessels has been extended to the majority of commercial shipping; not including yachts 
and cruise ships. This will allow Customs and Immigration to be more proactive in other 
areas of work, including search operations at FIPASS and at jetties, container searches, and 
random or intelligence-led visits to vessels.       
 
The Service has also been participating in the on-going revision of our maritime legislation, 
in particular relating to the registration of vessels in the Falklands. A significant amount of 
new primary and secondary legislation was recently brought into effect and the work needed 
to implement this is being completed.   
The approval of a temporary position of a Customs and Immigration Project Director has 
progressed the complex work required to bring into effect the revised, previously approved, 
Immigration policies. Changes to permits will help to streamline the system, potentially 
cutting the amount of ‘secondary’ work permits needed and reducing administration work by 
up to 25%. The permit regime will also be strengthened by the introduction of Accompanying 
Dependent and Dependent Permits. 
 
Work has been completed in relation to Criminal Record Check requirements; these have 
been amended and clarified to improve efficiency, assist employers and improve security.  
 
Also brought forward is the introduction of a new Seasonal Work Permit aimed at helping 
employers obtain the labour force they need as quickly, easily and safely as possible. An 
electronically amendable application form has been created specifically for this, and website 
development is ongoing in an effort to offer more forms and guidance online. 
 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 31 October 2019 

26 

A review of the Service’s Health and Safety arrangements is progressing extremely well, with 
all staff putting in significant effort. And I’m told that Customs and Immigration is the most 
advanced service in FIG in this respect. 
  
Looking forward, Customs and Immigration Service is going to continue to be very busy and 
may have challenging times ahead in order to progress a broad range of initiatives and in 
fulfilling its increasing operational commitments. 
 
Now the Defence Force. The FIDF review recommendations were accepted and new 
standards set out for the Force. The FIDF has been working hard to modernise training and 
equipment to enhance compatibility with UK forces. Considerable investment has meant that 
significant amounts of new equipment are now coming into use. 
 
The Force has been working closely with BFSAI to deliver a range of joint and shared 
training. This included the recent capability day at Onion Range with the Welsh Guards, and 
the FIDF providing local survival training to members of the Royal Artillery. 
 
Work has also started to make improvements to Rookery Bay Range to enhance training for 
the FIDF and improve public safety, particularly with the imminent removal of minefield 
fences in the area. The FIDF has already installed additional flag poles, signage, and access 
gates and further improvements will be made in the next few months as the weather 
improves.  
 
A new Royal Marines PSI arrived in the Islands to continue the excellent work carried out by 
WO2 Mick Cowe who left in August. WO2 Chris Lewis will be here for 2 years and will be 
working closely with the Commanding Officer to further enhance training and capability. 
 
In September members of the Force attended the Defence & Security International Show in 
the UK. They also met the Commanding Officer and Soldiers from the Royal Bermuda 
Regiment and representatives of the Bermuda Government, and they have begun working 
together to build stronger ties between the British Overseas Territories Defence Forces. 
 
This month Major Justin McPhee attended the UK Defence Academy and became the first 
FIDF Officer to attend and successfully complete the Intermediate Command & Staff Course 
(Land Reserve) alongside UK Regular and Reserve officers as well as other International 
Students. Training and development is key to the future of the Force and the FIDF hope to 
send more members on appropriate courses. I would at this point like to record my 
congratulations to Major McPhee on this achievement. I know it was a challenging 
undertaking and, although he would not say it in his report, I understand that Justin was 
highly commended for Unit Command by UK Reserve standards. 
 
Moving onto DESIS. As well as serving as Director to the Emergency Services, the DESIS 
role is to maintain a robust and modern Major Incident Plan and effective internal security 
arrangements. We have been fortunate to have Pam Trevillion in this post since early this 
year and, as Members are aware, Pam has been co-opted into a number of significant projects 
and policy work across FIG. I don’t feel those commitments are adequately reflected in the 
list that follows and so would take the opportunity to thank her for her considerable work. 
 
• A review of the Major Incident Plan is underway. Table-top exercises have been 

undertaken and are ongoing. 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 31 October 2019 

27 

• An Interim Emergency Planning Officer and Business Continuity Manager is being 
recruited. 

• Business Continuity Plans have been collated for the first time since 2014, to be quality 
assured and tested.  

• Work has commenced on the National Security Strategy and associated documents. 
• Dialogue commenced for MOUs to be established in UK with the National Police 

Coordination Centre, National Crime Agency, National Cyber Security Centre and the 
UK Disaster Victim Identification.  

• New security arrangements developed for the 2nd flight including base access control 
measures and the Approved Driver Scheme.  

• New Dangerous Goods Ordinance being developed in conjunction with Minerals  
• Advanced Passenger Information – on this an approach has been made to the UK 

Government awaiting a response from the Home Office, the Home Office operational 
team already in dialogue with FIG to implement this when ready  

 
Now turning to BFSAI. The subject of unaccompanied minors on the Airbridge and the 
change in policy remains unresolved as Members are aware. This has been hugely frustrating 
and upsetting for both Falkland Islanders and BFSAI families.  The policy change appeared 
so at odds with common sense, that all of those involved felt that it could be redressed 
quickly by the Whitehall Departments namely MOD and Border Force. So it’s therefore 
exasperating that agreed deadlines for decisions have been and gone and that the legal 
position is still under review. I would take the opportunity to acknowledge the work that the 
BFSAI team have been doing to try and move this emotive issue towards the right 
conclusion, but as representatives of our concerned families in the Falklands, MLAs have 
now written to the Minister of the Armed Forces and the Minister for Europe and the 
Americas to seek their urgent intervention and hopefully a return to the procedure for 
unaccompanied minors that was so successfully in place for more than 30 years.  
 
The recent capability and community days at Mount Pleasant were a great success and 
provided an opportunity to see first-hand the impressive capabilities that protect our Islands.  
I’m told that the level of support from members of the community at these events was 
fantastic. It’s important for us as Islanders to regularly engage, tell our stories and share our 
views and with Remembrance less than 2 weeks away, I would take the opportunity to say I 
hope the community will be out, as always, in force to commemorate those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice and to show continued support for those who protect us today, as well as, of 
course, remembering those Islanders who lost their lives in the service of their country. 
 
Members of the public will have heard that there are going to be changes to the security 
arrangements at Mount Pleasant. This update of the current system has been a collaborative 
piece of work between BFSAI and the Government. There will be further details released in 
the media this week and a public meeting here in Stanley on Tuesday, I believe. 
 
This week also saw the latest update on Joint Projects; progress on Joint Waste Management 
and the Joint Housing initiative continues. The commitment from FIG and the MOD will see 
houses being built to support both communities and Waste Management. 
 
So that’s it for public safety, we are nearly there now just the Environment. Waste 
Management, we’ve heard a bit about waste management this morning I’m glad to say and 
just to confirm from this side of Government that implementation of the strategy is underway, 
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finalising technology options for differential waste handling including the new incinerator 
and new modern landfill site. 
 
The improvements to glass recycling we saw made in April. On this uptake has increased and 
approximately 3.3 cubic metres of glass are now recycled each week from households alone. 
The glass collected has not yet been crushed as the quarry are awaiting quantities to 
sufficiently build up. 
 
With new waste management technology options being produced we will be developing 
Pollution Prevention and Control legislation for industrial emissions including from waste 
management and oil development activities.   
 
Stanley Common, since the adoption of the Commons Management Plan in June, 
implementation has begun. Information to the public about upcoming changes will be 
distributed in the next week or so. An assessment of the condition of existing fences is 
underway and this will inform the fencing improvement and stock-proofing work.  
 
The scoping for the future management of Yorke Bay, post-mine clearance, will see a light 
touch to accommodate local use and tourism.  
 
Planning has begun for the removal of minefield fences and weed control is ongoing.  
 
Some legislative changes to the Commons Ordinance are still required to fully implement the 
Management Plan and these are expected to come to EXCO next month.  
 
A review of all Falkland Islands environmental policy and legislation was compiled by the 
interim Offshore Environmental Advisor in the Department of Mineral Resources on behalf 
of the Policy Unit. This review highlights gaps, particularly in the Conservation of Wildlife 
and Nature Ordinance which is now 20 years old. These include the lack of enforcement 
powers and management authority under the ordinance, contradictions with the Fisheries 
Ordinance, clarity on nature reserves, clarity on protected species and the limited protection 
to habitats. Also identified was a gap in policy for the protection of private areas. The 
biodiversity framework will also need revision. Work following this gap analysis will include 
development of policy options which will be publicly consulted with landowners, businesses 
and the community at large.  
A State of the Environment report update is nearing completion. The last report was 
completed in 2008 and took five years to complete.  This new report, which is intended to be 
updated every five years, will provide data that shows how well we are doing against 
indicators from the UN Sustainable Development Goals, as well as other indicators of 
environmental sustainability. The report will provide relevant information for both a local 
and international audience, reporting to both Falkland Islanders and the world on our 
environmental performance 
 
The 2016-2030 Biodiversity Framework and its daughter strategies, one on Eco-regions, 
sites, habitats and species and the other on Invasive Species and Biosecurity are being 
implemented. This includes implementation through the Environmental Studies Budget by 
members of the community and through FIG. Feedback from this last year has been 
particularly good with significant efforts on habitat restoration and invasive species control. 
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The Countryside Code is currently under review and will be modernised to reflect today’s 
visitors. Guidance to protect wildlife around drones has also been produced and is now 
readily available from the Environmental Officer, Tourist Board, Civil Aviation and 
Falklands Conservation. 
 
Internal biosecurity which is shared with the Department of Agriculture. On this issue the 
rat/rodent eradication on Bleaker Island was completed in late autumn. This will be the 
biggest island to have been eradicated to date, and home to many important bird colonies. 
The work was supported through the Environmental Studies Budget. To assess the efficacy of 
the eradication, the rodent detector dog team, also supported through the ESB, will re-assess 
Bleaker later this year. A wildlife diseases protocol which was developed jointly between 
Environment, DoA and expert advice from NGOs came to life this winter. This highlights the 
importance of footbaths around wildlife sites and provides a plan of action for what to do if 
wildlife is found unwell. The guidance is available in a leaflet for landowners, tourists and 
guides. Further advice and information leaflet has been distributed to the community around 
the eradication of earwigs. 
  
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members you will be very glad to know that concludes 
my portfolio update. As I hope you were listening and can see that there’s a huge amount of 
work going on in these sections and I would commend them for that. Thank you for your 
patience.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to raise a comment or a question on that report? 
 
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
I’d like to thank and commend my Honourable colleague for what is a very extensive report 
that does cover a lot of very important areas of work for the country. She mentioned there 
within the environmental review as something that has been resurrected as a topic of 
particular interest for the public which is our renewable energy strategy for across the Islands. 
I was just wondering if any priority was being given to that work as part of the 
Environmental Legislation and policy review. It sits outside of the biodiversity framework so 
I was wondering if it’s being captured by part of that. But I appreciate she may not have that 
information in front of her and I’d be satisfied to have that information shared after the 
Assembly if needed.  
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts  
 
Yes, I’d thank the Honourable Teslyn Barkman for that additional question. This is 
something that I think we are keen to look at. It’s not at the moment as far as I’m aware 
formally prioritised at any stage, but the conversations have been started and will be ongoing. 
It’s an issue for the country as a whole I think there is a lot of public interest, I think we as a 
Government are keen to see movement on this and I look forward to hopefully being able to 
update in the future.  
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The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
I’d like to thank the Honourable Leona Roberts for her report. On the discussion on the 
Commons Ordinance and particularly with Cape Pembroke; there was some discussion about 
better signage being brought in, I wonder if she can update the House on what progress has 
been made on that.  
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts  
 
Yes, I’d thank the Honourable Roger Spink. This work I understand is underway, I think the 
Environmental Officer, as you are aware I’m sure, this is a section that is one deep so she 
doesn’t have a huge amount of support to be covering all the various areas of work. So, I 
think it’s coming. She mentioned in her report to me that there is going to be some work, 
some more information issued in the coming weeks. I have yet to see this so I can’t actually 
provide a very full answer I’m sorry to say. But we do want to ensure that signage is 
improved in that area so that people know where the particularly sensitive areas are and to try 
and encourage people to stay on the tracks as was set out in the Commons Management Plan. 
It might take some time I guess, but you know I do hope that we will get there and in the 
meantime would just use the opportunity to encourage people to be a little bit careful 
particularly on Cape Pembroke which is a very sensitive, very susceptible area I guess. Thank 
you.  
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Does any other Member wish to comment or raise a question?  No, I thank both the 
Honourable Roger Edwards and the Honourable Leona Roberts for their Portfolio Reports.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Order of the Day – Bills 
 
Supplementary Appropriation (2019/2020) (No 2) Bill 2019, this Bill has not been gazetted 
and we go to the first reading. 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move the first reading of the Bill. 
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Thank you and a seconder please?  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink to second.  
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The Motion is that the Bill be read a first time, is there any objection to that Motion? There is 
no objection, the Bill will be read a first time. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Supplementary Appropriation (2019/2020) (No 2) Bill 2019 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
Mr Speaker, this Bill is the second Supplementary Appropriation Bill to be presented for the 
current financial year. 
 
The purpose of the Bill is to authorise the withdrawal of £3,470,260 from the Consolidated 
Fund. 
 
This expenditure was approved by the Standing Finance Committee meeting of 28th August 
2019. 
 
£2,949,682 relates to cash required to pay for invoices received at the end of the last financial 
year or to complete projects that were in progress in the last financial year. 
 
You have to remember that an operating budget surplus of £17,500,000 for the financial year 
ended 30 June 2019 was reported to the Standing Finance Committee on 24th July 2019. And 
the £2.9 million pounds supplementary appropriation is a reduction from that. 
 
The remaining £520,578 relates to two items of new expenditure in 2019/20. Firstly, a 
contribution towards the replacement of the airstrip at Weddell Island and secondly, costs to 
fund the contract for Mount Pleasant Security Arrangements in support of the Second Weekly 
Flight and also Maritime Security Funding.  
 
I beg to move that the Bill be read a second time. 
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Thank you and a seconder please?  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you. Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Bill be read a second time. Does any 
Honourable Member wish to speak to that Motion? No, is there any objection to taking this 
by the short procedure? There is no objection; does any Member wish to propose any 
amendments to the wording of the Bill? There are no amendments; I declare the Bill will be 
read a third time and do pass. 
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Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Supplementary Appropriation (2019/2020) (No 2) Bill 2019.  
 
Taxes (Amendment) (No 2) Bill 2019, this Bill has been Gazetted and we go to the second 
reading. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
Mr Speaker, the Taxes (Amendment) Bill (No 2) 2019: The Falkland Islands has been 
preparing and strengthening its tax legislation in the expectation of oil industry development. 
The Taxes (Amendment) Bill (No 2) is made up of four provisions.  
 
The first updates Section 34A Taxes Ordinance 1997 regarding the withholding of tax on 
payments of interest to overseas countries. There are exemptions from the withholding if the 
country is listed in Schedule A1, not low taxing territories. The schedule has not been 
updated for 16 years, and during that time there have been significant changes in international 
tax rates. The amendment therefore updates the list of territories. In addition anti-avoidance 
provisions have been introduced to ensure that the payee company is the beneficial owner of 
the interest, the interest is subject to tax in the territory and that there is no intention to obtain 
a tax advantage in the Falkland Islands. 
 
The second provision extends the period that decommissioning costs can be carried back 
from 3 years to 10 years in section 114 Taxes Ordinance 1997. 
 
The third provision that is being updated is Section 124A Taxes Ordinance 1997 which is 
being extended beyond ring fenced trades to all businesses operating in the Falkland Islands. 
Section 124A provides that assets that are brought into the Falkland Islands for a temporary 
period have the depreciation allowances restricted to the value of accounting depreciation. 
The temporary period is now defined as two years. 
 
The fourth provision introduces an interest barrier that restricts the amount of tax relief that 
can be claimed for interest payments for ring fenced trades. This is in line with international 
practice following the OECD Bases Erosion Profit Shifting (BEPS) disincentivising 
companies from putting excessive debt in projects based in the Falklands.  
 
I beg to move the second reading of the Bill. 
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Thank you and a seconder please?  
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards to second. Does any Honourable Member wish to speak on 
the Bill? There is no debate. Is there any objection to taking this Bill by the short procedure? 
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There is no objection. Does any Member wish to propose any amendments to the wording of 
the Bill?  
 
The Attorney General  
 
Mr Speaker, if I could propose an amendment. In Clause 10 of the Bill, new section 155D 
relating to Finance Charges Restriction: de minimis allowance. In subsection 4, paragraph A 
there is a typographical error in relation to the figure which is shown there. So I would move 
an amendment that the figure be amended to very clearly read £500,000. So the pound sign 
500 comma three zeros instead of the two zeros which are currently shown in the Bill. So I’d 
move an amendment to correct that figure.  
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Can I have a seconder to that amendment please?  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
I second that amendment.  
 
Mr Speaker  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink to second. Is there any objection to passing that amendment? 
There is no objection that amendment will be made. I would declare now that the Bill will be 
read for a third time and do pass.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
The Taxes (Amendment) (No 2) Bill 2019.  
 
The Communications (Amendment) Bill 2019, this Bill has been Gazetted and we go to the 
second reading. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
Mr Speaker, this Bill, the Communications (Amendment) Bill 2019, the communications 
regulation in the Falkland Islands has been an area of concern for a number of years. The 
Telecommunications Ordinance was replaced by the Communications Ordinance in an effort 
to address the concerns that had been raised.  
 
After coming into post in 2017 the Communications Regulator Susannah Nightingale made a 
full assessment of the legislation and identified a number of areas that still needed to be 
addressed. The continuing existence of the Wireless Telegraphy Ordinance results in 
contradictory licencing frameworks for the management of radio spectrum. Under the 
Wireless Telegraphy Ordinance the Superintendent of Post is responsible for the issue of 
wireless telegraphy licences. Under the Communications Ordinance the Communications 
Regulator has been delegated authority for spectrum management within which wireless 
telegraphy is a small part. The co-existence of the Wireless Telegraphy Ordinance and the 
Communications Ordinance creates two licensing regimes where only one is required. The 
consequence is that there is potential confusion and avoidable doubt at a number of levels. 
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Spectrum planning and management is made more complex than it needs to be. There are 
known spectrum requirements and allocations within the Falkland Islands, the balance 
requirements is best managed in a coordinated way through a single agency, in this case the 
Communications Regulator.  
 
Internationally the International Telecommunications Union radio regulations place a number 
of obligations on Governments with regard to the licensing of radio communications. 
Through her review the Communications Regulator identified a number of areas where the 
legislation in its current form didn’t provide necessary licensing framework to meet these 
obligations. The amendments put forward here today rationalise the regulation of 
communications by repealing the Wireless Telegraphy Ordinance 1994 and amending the 
Communications Ordinance. This ensures that there is a single Ordinance and a single 
regulator for all matters relating to electronic communications and radio communications.  
 
The Bill reflects the policy decisions made by Honourable Members in 2016 in relation to the 
Communications Ordinance. These decisions have been fully respected in the preparation of 
the Bill. The amendments and associated secondary regulations fully implement the stated 
policies that were consulted on and agreed at that time.  
 
The Islands Plan makes a commitment to improve regulation of the Falkland Islands 
telecommunications services, this Bill provides amendments to the Communications 
Ordinance that ensures the legislation continues to deliver this objective. The amendments 
incorporate the element of the Wireless Telegraphy Ordinance that is still required into the 
Communications Ordinance and modernises the terminology used to make it fit for purpose.  
 
These amendments move responsibility for the licensing of wireless telegraphy, for example 
amateur radio, from the Post Master to the Communications Regulator. The amendments also 
ensure that the Communications Ordinance reflects current internationally accepted 
definitions and approaches to the regulation of communications. For example, moving away 
from the use of the term wireless telegraphy to radio communications.  
 
From a practical perspective the Communications Ordinance needed to enable the licensing 
of radio communications. In the amendments presented and the associated secondary 
legislation a licensing procedure has been introduced. These procedures are intended to be 
user friendly, support the use of spectrum rather than to hinder it, and fit for purpose.  
 
The procedural regulations are presented with the Bill for the implementation of licensing. 
The legislation without amendment enables the Regulator to grant spectrum licences under 
Section 55 and revoke licences under Section 58 for non-use of the spectrum or failure to 
comply with conditions. Currently the Communications Ordinance lacks provisions that 
would enable the Regulator to vary or revoke a licence, however a situation may arise where 
it is necessary to do so. The Regulator has an obligation to meet the policy objectives of the 
Communications Ordinance, but is currently unable to amend licences should this be 
necessary, for example, if it is in the public interest, if there are national security 
considerations, changes to national legislation or the implementation of international 
obligations.  
 
The amendments to part 6 introduce the flexibility required that to date has been missing. The 
repeal of Sections 55 and its replacements with the new Sections 55A to 55E provides for 
radio communications licensing.  
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There will no doubt be concerns about what happens to the licenses already issued under the 
Wireless Telegraphy Ordinance. This has been considered carefully and dealt with through 
the amended legislation, existing licenses will be saved.  
 
The amendments also introduce a revalidation framework; the amateur radio licence database 
is out of date. A revalidation process can now be introduced that will enable to update of 
details whilst respecting the lifetime grant of these licences.  
 
The Communications Regulator consulted on these changes in April 2019 and they received 
support. Any changes to the process will be widely published beforehand. The intention is 
that licensing can continue in the way that it has done, but that the records can be kept up to 
date.  
 
New Section 61B and 61D give the Governor the power to make regulations covering various 
issues in relation to the operation of radio communications, the forms of licences, the register 
of licences and exemptions from the requirement for a licence. They also provide for the 
Governor to make regulations specifying the standards that apparatus must meet and for the 
Governor to apply UK regulations where this is considered appropriate. This latter power was 
included in the Wireless Telegraphy Ordinance and has been updated to reflect the latest 
version of the UK legislation.  
 
It is included in light of the highly technical nature of this area which would make developing 
bespoke regulations a complex, lengthy and expensive exercise.  
 
Moving onto the Telecommunications Appeals Panel; in 2010 the Telecommunications 
Ordinance was amended to include the Panel, but a Panel was never established. Part 14 of 
the Communications Ordinance also includes provisions for an Appeals Panel. Decisions 
made by the Regulator may have material impacts on society, consumers and service 
providers. These decisions need to be open to scrutiny and challenged by affected parties who 
consider they’ve not been properly treated in accordance with the law. The arrangement for 
appeals need to be based on sound legal principles that operate efficiently and ensure that 
appeals are dealt with justly and at a proportionate cost. Overall any appeals process needs to 
be effective, proportionate, agile and transparent. In June 2019 the Executive Committee 
considered the proposal to amend the legislation in order to remove the Appeals Panel and 
replace it with provisions for appeals to be heard by the Magistrate’s Court of the Falkland 
Islands. The Bill presented here today amends part 14 of the Communications Ordinance to 
give effect this change. The process for bringing in a claim before civil courts is well 
established with information available to those seeking to bring a claim. The staffing and 
administration at the Magistrates Court is established and able to deal with the anticipated 
volume of cases under the Communications Ordinance.  
 
The legislation as presented meets the relevant legal requirements and offers a pragmatic 
solution to a situation that’s been in existence since 2010. This package of legislation is the 
culmination of a huge amount of work undertaken by the Communications Regulator and 
Legislative Drafting Team. I commend this legislation to Honourable Members as moving 
the legislative framework in a positive direction for the Falkland Islands. Thank you.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Can I have a seconder for that Motion please?  
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The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards to second. Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to 
the Bill? No debate. Is there any objection to dealing with this Bill by the short procedure? 
There is no objection. Does any Member wish to propose any amendment to the wording of 
the Bill? There are no amendments. I declare the Bill will be read for a third time and do 
pass.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Communications (Amendment) Bill 2019.  
 
The Motion for Adjournment.  
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move that House stands adjourned sine die. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the Motion for Adjournment I just 
have a couple of remarks to make. Something that has been touched upon already, since this 
House last sat, of course, the Honourable Stacy Bragger and I attended this year’s Party 
Conferences in Brighton for the Labour conferences and Manchester for Conservatives. It 
was, of course, Sukey Cameron’s last Party Conference and the thirty second one in total and 
so I think it’s worth mentioning here today, it is also her final working day of work for 
Falkland Islands Government. We, of course, will miss her knowledge, but also I’m sure we 
will feel confident in her successor’s ability to serve the Falkland Islands Government well.  
 
I think it’s safe to say that there is support from both of the parties we spoke to at the 
conference and indeed other parties that had been spoken to by FIG representatives. I think 
there is cross-party support to support our right to self-determination is as strong as ever and 
that’s not to say I don’t agree with the comments made by the Honourable Stacy Bragger that 
we must do more in the UK I absolutely agree with him on that we should. But I think we 
should welcome that assurance possibly even more so with the recent election results across 
the water in Argentina; although I think there was probably less noise about the Falklands in 
the build up to the election than we possibly expected. I think we will all be greatly surprised 
if the new Argentine Government isn’t much more aggressive to us than the previous one, but 
we shall have to wait and see.  
 
And finally Mr Speaker, just to mention in just over a weeks’ time most of us, I think along 
with some Government officers, will be heading out to Camp for the weekend to discuss 
mainly transport in general, I believe, but of course, we’ve other things to discuss and I think 
we will be visiting Goose Green, Port Howard, Hill Cove and Fox Bay, and hopefully we will 
get to see as many people and get many opinions from people on these issues as I’m sure we 
will. Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
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The Honourable Teslyn Barkman  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. I’d also like to thank you for allowing me to remain seated while 
addressing this House, just for the benefit of listeners I’m not wearing an elaborate 
Halloween costume. It is the product of a very clumsy tendon injury to my ankle and also it 
highlights the importance of good landscaping next to pavements so we will be keeping on 
top of that for the next few years.  
 
As was mentioned by my Honourable colleague Leona Roberts and it’s definitely worthwhile 
mentioning again, yesterday I attended a workshop that implemented the policy for the 
control of infectious animal diseases and outbreaks should they occur. It really wasn’t lost on 
the group which was multi-agency there just how lucky we are in the Islands of all the 
possible animal diseases that occur internationally almost with common place. Our flocks are 
virtually pristine in comparison. Hearing how quickly and devastatingly disease like the 
example we had at the workshop, foot and mouth, can spread and hearing just the level of 
devastation that can bring to a country as reliant on agriculture as ours is truly shocking. It 
would completely cripple our exports of all agricultural products and would cause a 
shutdown of that side of our economy and as well as tourism effects as well. So I think it is 
really important that efficient reaction plans like this are drafted and that they are rehearsed in 
the way that was done yesterday, and I completely commend the Veterinary and Department 
of Agriculture team for their commitment to get this policy framework in place. As was 
highlighted, tightened biosecurity is key to the prevention of outbreaks of infectious diseases, 
and luckily there is an opportunity to invest in detector dogs and legislation to help protect 
our environment and economy, because what are the Falklands other than environment and 
economy balance really. And on that note, in the Islands environment and economy have 
been championed by so many for so long, and with the general election calls in the UK, as of 
today, a little unclear as to whether I’ll be here for the next Legislative Assembly. If the Joint 
Ministerial Council does go ahead, I shall be in the UK, but should it not I may miss the 
opportunity to truly thank the outgoing Director of Natural Resources who has been on the 
front line of the environment and economy balance for many decades now. There are also 
few who stick with the Falkland Islands Government for so long and even fewer whose 
guidance has truly led the economy in such a dramatic way. And John has brought his vast 
knowledge, modesty and humility and as I’ve experienced on many occasions his great 
patience in dealing with officials such as us and everyone with the same approach. But what 
else can I say other than we will truly miss you John Barton and thank you for everything 
you’ve given the country.  
 
So thank you Mr Speaker, I support the Motion.  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, I think I’d just like to start off by mentioning rugby and people are quite 
interested in the rugby final which will happen on Saturday, and I’m pleased to say that after 
representations to BFBS this is going to be held live and shown live over the Islands. Clearly 
there’s going to be a reduction in the number of people who are interested in the final now 
that Wales didn’t beat South Africa, I think nevertheless there will be a few people out there 
who will welcome the opportunity to watch it live in their homes.  
 
On a more serious note, I think this House will join me in expressing our sadness about the 
events and the turmoil and the deaths that happened in Chile recently. We’ve got very close 
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links with Chile and I’m aware that the Chilean community within our Islands have been 
greatly distressed about what’s been going on as we all have; particularly if they have family 
in that region. So I would like to express our concerns and I’m sure the House joins me with 
that.  
 
World Mental Health Day fell on October 10th this year and on October 12th, on the Saturday, 
Team Tranquil held their usual event in the Town Hall that consisted of a breakfast, a very 
good breakfast if you like full English breakfasts as everybody seemed to. And I think all the 
other people that were present as well in the stalls and the demonstrations; there were a whole 
range of people within the Islands. I think it shows how important the actions are. And I think 
events such as that and World Mental Health Day and Team Tranquil are just working to help 
raise the profile of mental health within the Islands and help to destigmatise it and encourage 
people to seek help as soon as they think they have a problem. Many people who watched the 
documentary on Prince Harry and his wife Meghan as they’ve been on their African tour, and 
probably many people will be as struck as I was that they clearly are suffering significant 
mental health problems. As a doctor it might be post-natal distress, depression, it might be 
post-traumatic stress instances or family problems, but whatever, I think they’ve had the 
courage to allow their views and their clear illnesses to be exposed to the media, and again I 
think that’s another step in trying to raise the profile and trying to get people to accept that 
mental illness is an illness and it can be treated. But you have to ask for that help.  
 
Staying in Africa, the Honourable Leona Roberts, myself and Cherie Clifford as the Clerk 
attended the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association meeting in Uganda in September. 
Now this is a gathering of parliamentarians from all the Commonwealth as it says in the 
name, and the first few days within Uganda and in any country that hosts it they are dedicated 
for small branches like ourselves. And so we had many debates in those opening days and 
indeed the Falkland Islands led on a number of them particularly in relation to Brexit and 
how this country and how our officials have responded to the damage that Brexit could do to 
our economy. I think some people I know on FIRS they asked whether we should be 
attending the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association meetings, I think we should Mr 
Speaker. They are not perfect, but I think it gives us a voice there, it gives us the opportunity 
to talk on debates and show what the Falklands is about. As I’ve said the organisation isn’t 
perfect, reforms are taking place and I’m pleased to say that Leona Roberts my colleague 
here is on the Executive and perfectly placed to try and drive forwards some of those 
changes. So I think we should continue to attend. Uganda, we didn’t see as much of the 
country as I’d have liked, it is a very poor country. Population of about 45 million, biggest 
health problems are malaria and HIV. 8.5 million cases of malaria are recorded in Uganda 
each year and about 14,000 people die of malaria each year; many of those being children. 
There are 1.5 million people in Uganda living with HIV and perhaps another million who 
have not yet been tested and don’t know they have the infection. 20,000 people each year die 
of HIV and AIDS related diseases. And of course, they have Ebola on their borders. At the 
start of the conference we were entertained by a local choir, a choir from a local orphanage 
and it was very, very energetic and very enjoyable. But those orphans represent some of the 
lucky ones of the 2 million children who have been orphaned as their parents have died of 
AIDS. Some of those orphans are in good high quality orphanages such as the one that 
entertained us, but I’m afraid not all of them are. Mr Speaker I mention all this because it puts 
our own difficulties into context, and I’m so pleased to be living in the Falkland Islands.  
 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
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The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the Motion for Adjournment, I too 
would like to say and give my thanks to Sukey for the sterling work that she has done over 
the years, and as we are discussing Brexit and having mentioned Brexit several times this 
morning, I’d like to mention Sukey in Brussels and many years ago Members of the 
Legislative Council, as it was then, and members of the fishing industry led by Sukey did 
sterling work in Brussels to obtain various derogations to the EU fishing rules that meant we 
could flag the vessels here in the Falkland Islands. I must say it was the Foreign Office who 
stood back and let us, the Falkland Islands, lead on those negotiations. And subsequently all 
those derogations were included into one document, now called the OAD, the Overseas 
Association Decision, which is current and runs until the end of 2020 which, if a withdrawl 
agreement Bill can be passed through the UK parliament, then it coincides with the end of the 
transition period.  
 
I do not know if Members and the public are aware that David Cameron, then Prime Minister 
and leader of the Conservative/Liberal Democrat coalition first mentioned the possibility of 
an in-out referendum at a Bloomberg event on the 23rd January 2013. That’s almost exactly 7 
years ago and people have been talking about Brexit ever since. 3 years later in January 2016, 
he announced the date of June 2016 for the referendum. And following a narrow majority 
vote to leave, the letter revoking Article 50 of the Lisbon treaty was sent out in March 2017, 
meaning it gave a withdrawl date of the 29th March 2019. Since then we’ve had three 
extensions with a total of six dates possible for leaving dependent on whether the withdrawl 
Bill was going to be passed through the House or whether the UK would put Members 
forward for the European parliament. So all the various options went forwards which meant 
we had six possible dates for leaving the EU. Sometime ago I proposed that we should look at 
the continuation of the United Kingdom Overseas Territories remaining within the Overseas 
countries and the territories association family; at the time I was given 100% support from 
our fellow OT’s from France, Netherlands and Denmark. And on Monday last, we had 
confirmation of support for that continuation as associate members of OCTA post-Brexit 
from the FCO. However there is still a lot of work to continue to assess the benefits and the 
actual association of remaining in OCTA.  
 
I started with Sukey, I’ll end with Sukey. It’s her final day in the office today and then 
tomorrow she goes to a memorial service for Captain David Pentreath; who in 1982 
commanded the frigate HMS PLYMOUTH. And I must say there were several occasions 
when I was very grateful for the very accurate support that he gave us with his old Mark VI 
4.5 inch gun, so Sukey, thank you very much for all you’ve done and Mr Speaker, I support 
the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, you’ve heard me speak enough this morning 
so I will try to be brief. I would just echo the Honourable Barry Elsby’s comments about the 
CPA. It was a very interesting trip I won’t go through it all, there was some challenging 
moments. On the question of CPA attendance, I agree that we should continue to attend it 
does give incomparable access to parliamentarians from all over the Commonwealth and it is 
a commitment that this Assembly has signed up to. So yes, it’s difficult sometimes, it requires 
a lot of time away and particularly being on the Executive, but I hope that it will bring 
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benefits in the long term, and it is important that we are out there on the International stage, if 
you like.  
 
Sticking with attendance, I think most if not all of us were able to attend the Falkland Islands 
Association event in the Cathedral last week where plaques were unveiled to the memory of 
Cosmo and Phillada Haskard and Sir Rex Hunt. It was a very nice ceremony and I would 
thank the Association for organising that, and I think it’s a good thing for people to hear those 
stories of individuals who really did an awful lot for the Falklands in some very difficult 
times. It was also good to see such a large attendance at the public meeting afterwards, and 
good to know that the FIA has continued support. I would encourage anyone to think down 
that road.  
 
I had to actually leave that meeting to go to an event for the deminers at Government House. 
So that was no hardship I mean it was fantastic to be there. And I think it highlighted for me 
something that I knew was coming, but hadn’t fully got my head around and that is the fact 
that within a year or so the Falklands will actually be mine free, this is a day that since I was 
10 years old that I never thought that I would see, and I find it absolutely incredible that that 
is approaching. We’ve discussed this as an Assembly, as Honourable Members know, and I 
think we are all really keen to look at ways in which we can celebrate the clearance of our 
Islands and having those wonderful beaches and, for me in particular, Yorke Bay back again, 
that we can thank the Zimbabwean demining teams to permanently commemorate what they 
have done for these Islands. A difficult and dangerous job and always it seems with very 
good grace and good humour. So I’m very happy to highlight that we are looking at that and 
if there are any members of the public who have any thoughts who would like to perhaps 
become involved and discuss ways in which we can celebrate, thank and commemorate those 
men please do get in touch.  
 
Finally, I have never been a rugby fan I was brought up watching football and listening to 
boxing on the radio in the good old days, of course, but I have to admit I have been quite 
captivated by the rugby over the last few weeks. So I would like to take the opportunity to 
thank BFBS for ensuring that anyone who wishes to is going to be able to watch it live and 
that is a tremendous thing. It means I’m going to have to get up earlier, but that really is 
fantastic, it also means that spoilers from MLA Spink won’t be a problem this coming 
weekend. So thank you BFBS for facilitating that. I know there is an awful lot of interest in 
the provision of live sports coverage to the Islands and I think we’ve come a long way with 
this and look forward to perhaps being able to make some decisions on this fairly soon. And 
that’s it. Thank you Mr Speaker, I support the Motion.  
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, in rising to support the Motion I’d just like to highlight to everyone 
that this is the last day for the Rodelo Dinoy Fund, the man overboard lost on the Scout.  
 
I’d also like to touch briefly my colleague the Honourable Leona Roberts has already 
mentioned the unveiling of the plaques for Sir and Lady Haskard as well as Sir Rex Hunt as 
well. Two former Governors and heroes to many Falkland Islanders I think it’s probably safe 
to say. I hope that we never forget their staunch support in times when it probably would 
have been easier for them not to have done, I think that putting the plaques up and the service 
was fantastic and I hope people don’t forget their names in the future.  
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Just briefly on the PAC, my election to EXCO today means that I will have to step down 
from the PAC, so I hope one of my colleagues is ready to step into the role and will treat it 
with the enthusiasm it deserves. It’s a fantastic committee that’s very important I feel. I 
would also like to wish well to Andrea who’s leaving as Chair and, hopefully, Nadia will step 
into that role seamlessly, as I’m sure she will.  
 
And finally, just to say a big thank you to Sukey for all the work over the years, I think most 
of my colleagues have mentioned already how much she has done and also to welcome 
Richard as well to the role for the future.  
 
Thank you very much Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members I’d like to join my colleagues in wishing Sukey all the 
best and thanking her for all the valuable work she has done for the Islands over the years and 
wishing her all the best for the future.  
 
Looking forwards to the rugby I’d also like to thank those who open their establishments and 
they don’t just provide the screening, but they also provide sustenance for those watching 
through some very nervous periods of the match.  
 
And I’d also like to cast people’s thoughts forward to Christmas, we have Christmas coming 
up very quickly and there are obviously a lot of concern from within our community and also 
the community at Mount Pleasant  
 
*Recording lost for the remainder of the Honourable Roger Spink’s Motion for 
Adjournment*  
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger  
 
I’ll be very brief as my colleagues have talked for far too long and the repeat of this meeting 
really eats into the music show I do on Falklands Radio on a Thursday evening, so I’ll be 
very brief.  
I’d also like to thank Sukey Cameron for everything she has done over many years, to see her 
in action so to speak at the party conferences. She knows everyone there is to know, and she 
will be greatly missed. That said, Richard will do a superb job, I’m sure. Just to echo what 
my colleague Ian Hansen said about party conferences with the general election on the way in 
the UK I think we’re really well placed, we had superb support from the Conservatives, from 
the Prime Minister visiting and giving his full support as well as many other senior ministers, 
and also with the Labour party we had the key members such as the Shadow Foreign 
Secretary and the Shadow Chancellor and the Chief Whip all visit and give their full support, 
and it should be noted that in the last general election manifesto for the Labour party they did 
give their full support to our right to self-determination. Also Sukey and Richard have had 
meetings with the Liberal Democrats and the Scottish National Parties so I think we are really 
well placed in making sure that we are in mind when whoever is in power come Christmas 
time.  
 
I’d also support what the Honourable Roger Spink said about the issue of unaccompanied 
minors on the Airbridge and our collective dismay at the lack of resolution on this issue and 
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we are putting intense pressure to try and get this resolved as soon as possible along with our 
colleagues at BFSAI and thanks to everything they have done personally to move this 
forward.  
 
That’s it for me, so thank you very much Mr Speaker.  
 
The Commander British Forces South Atlantic  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the Assembly for the support 
that they’ve given to BFSAI over the issue of unescorted minors. We are working hard on a 
daily basis to try and resolve this issue so the recent letters from the Chair of the Assembly to 
the two Ministers in Whitehall is very, very welcome indeed. But I just want to reassure both 
the Assembly and members of the public listening that this is top of my agenda, I speak to 
Whitehall on a daily basis to try and resolve this issue, thank you. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members if I may just add my good wishes to Sukey Cameron in her 
forthcoming retirement, one hopes.  
 
Honourable Members that concludes the business for today, the House stands adjourned 
accordingly. 
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