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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly 

Thursday 26 April 2019 

 

 

Prayers 

 

Mr Speaker  

 

Honourable Members, I bid you good morning and my usual reminder about mobile phones 

or other electronic equipment to be turned off, or turned to silent. 

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

Confirmation of the Record of the Legislative Assembly held on the 28
th

 March 2019. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Honourable Members, I have before me a record of our last meeting. Is it your wish that I 

sign this as a true record? 

 

Members of Legislative Assembly 

 

It is. 

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

Papers to be laid on the table by the Honourable Chief Executive. 

 

Copies of subsidiary legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last sitting 

of the Legislative Assembly and laid on the table pursuant to section 35(1) of the 

Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977; 

 

• Children (Fostering) Regulations 2019  

• Children (Care Planning, Placement and Case Review) Regulations 2019  

• Currency (Coin) Regulations Orders 2019  

• Mental Health (Approved Practitioners) Order 2019  

• Currency (Coin) Regulations Order (No 2) 2019  

• Livestock and Meat Products (TSE Control)(Amendment) Regulations 2019  

• Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 (Amendment) Order 2019  

• Travel Credit Scheme Regulations 2019 

 

In accordance with Section 8 (38) of the Complaints Commissioners Ordinance 2010; 

 

• The annual report of the Principal Complaints Commissioner 

 

In accordance with Section 84 of the Children Ordinance 2014; 

 

• The annual report of the Falkland Islands Safeguarding Children Board 
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The Honourable Chief Executive 

 

Mr Speaker I hereby lay the aforementioned papers on the table. 

 

The Honourable Stacy Bragger 

 

Thank you Mr Speaker, 

 

Under Standing Order Section 41(3) I move that the Children (Fostering) Regulations 2019 

and the Children (Care Planning, Placement and Case Review) Regulations 2019 be noted. 

 

These Regulations build on from the Children’s Ordinance 2014 and will allow for children 

in foster care be better supported and provide greater support for foster carers and I believe 

will be a good step forward in our continuing aspiration to better care for our children.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

And a seconder please? 

 

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 

 

Mr Speaker I second the Motion. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you, does any Member wish to speak to that Motion. No. 

 

Honourable Members, the Motion is that the Children (Fostering) Regulations 2019 and the 

Children (Care Planning, Placement and Case Review) Regulations 2019 are noted. Is there 

any objection to passing that Motion? 

 

There is no objection, those Regulations are noted.  

 

The Honourable Roger Spink 

 

Mr Speaker, 

 

Under Standing Order Section 41(3) I move that the Currency (Coin) Regulations Order 

2019, Currency (Coin) Regulations Order (No 2) 2019, Law Revision and Publication 

Ordinance 2017 (Amendment) Order 2019, Travel Credit Scheme Regulations 2019 and the 

Annual Report of the Principal Complaints Commissioner be noted.  

 

By way of explanation, the Currency (Coin) Regulations Order 2019 allows the production of 

some more 5p coins for the Treasury. 

 

The Currency (Coin) Regulations Order (No 2) 2019 allows for the minting of some more 1p 

coins for the Treasury.  

 

The Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 (Amendment) Order 2019, this Order 

amends Schedule 1 of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 to reflect the 
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application of the Merchant Shipping (Prevention of Pollution) Regulations 2019 (SI 

2019/42) which replaces the Merchant Shipping (Prevention of Oil Pollution) Regulations 

1996 (SI 1996/2154). 

 

The Travel Credit Scheme Regulations 2019, these Regulations provide for certain 

administrative and procedural arrangements related to the Travel Credit Scheme Ordinance 

2019. Further arrangements will be contained in the guidance.  

 

The Report from the Principal Complaints Commissioner is contained here and this Report is 

written to comply with the Complaints Commissioners Ordinance 2010 Section 38, as quoted 

below, which is the Principal Complaints Commissioner is to provide to the Governor before 

the 31
st
 March in each year a report on the performance by the Complaints Commissioners of 

their functions in the preceding year, and the Governor is to lay the report before the 

Legislative Assembly within three months after receiving it.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Can I have a seconder for that Motion please? 

 

The Honourable Stacy Bragger 

 

Mr Speaker I second the Motion. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

The Honourable Stacy Bragger to second.  

 

 

Does any other Member wish to speak to the Motion as proposed? No. 

 

Honourable Members the Motion is that the Currency (Coin) Regulations Order 2019, 

Currency (Coin) Regulations Order (No 2) 2019, Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 

2017 (Amendment) Order 2019, Travel Credit Scheme Regulations 2019 and the Annual 

Report of the Principal Complaints Commissioner are noted. Is there any objection to passing 

that Motion?  

 

There is no objection, those Regulations and the Order and the Report are noted.  

 

The Honourable Ian Hansen 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Under Standing Order Section 41(3) I move that the Mental Health (Approved Practitioners) 

Order 2019 and the Annual Report of the Falkland Islands Safeguarding Children’s Board be 

noted.  

 

By way of explanation, Section 91(1) of the Mental Health Ordinance 2010 provides that the 

Governor may, by Order, approve doctors as medical practitioner for the purposes of the 

Ordinance. Schedule 1 of this Order contains a list of medical practitioners approved by the 

Governor as approved doctors.  
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Section 91(2) provides that the Governor may, by Order, approve a nurse, social worker or 

other professional as an approved professional for the purposes of the Ordinance. Schedule 2 

of this Order contains a list of nurses, social workers and other professionals approved by the 

Governor as approved professionals.  

 

Under the terms of Section 3 of the Ordinance, approved doctors and approved professionals 

are approved practitioners for the purposes of the Ordinance.  

 

As required by Section 91(4), before making a list of approved doctors and approved 

professionals the Governor consulted the Chief Medical Officer on the appropriate 

qualifications, training and experience required by different classes of professionals for initial 

inclusion on the list, and also to keep their name on the list.  

 

Finally Article 5 revokes the Mental Health (Approved Practitioners) Order 2017 which is 

replaced by this amended list.  

 

The Falkland Islands Safeguarding Children’s Board; this Board has met regularly 

throughout the year and has had good attendance across all the professional groups. The 

focus continues to be to protect and support young people living in the Falkland Islands. This 

report provides a review of the work of the Board over the last twelve months and an 

overview of the plans for the coming year.  

 

Thank you Mr Speaker.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Do I have a seconder for that Motion? 

 

The Honourable Roger Spink 

 

Mr Speaker I second the Motion.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you. 

  

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 

 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 

 

I have a couple of questions that I hope the Attorney General will be able to clarify in relation 

to the Annual Safeguarding Report. In the Report on page 9 it talks about public awareness, 

and it talks about Domestic Abuse Awareness Programmes - and I think that is important as it 

differentiates that is not just violence, it’s abuse of all sorts that can happen within a 

relationship - but further down in those paragraphs it talks about the Falkland Islands 

Government Domestic Violence and Abuse Procedures, but then it follows off by saying 

Domestic Violence Protection Notices can be obtained in court and Domestic Violence 

Protection Orders. Again, no mention of Orders that would cover abuse. Under the Hague 
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Convention on the next page it talks about, in the last lines, domestic violence legislation is 

also planned. 

 

I wonder if the Attorney General can clarify whether it is the intention that we will bring in 

the appropriate legislation to cover not just domestic violence but domestic abuse as a whole?  

 

Attorney General 

 

Thank you Mr Speaker 

 

I thank the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby for his question.  

 

Yes, I can confirm that the reference on page 9 of the Report to Domestic Violence 

Protection Orders and Domestic Violence Protection Notices, that is correct. Those 

provisions are currently within the Crimes Ordinance 2014 and do deal with either actual or 

threatened violence only, and not wider domestic abuse. As the Honourable Member pointed 

out there is a proposal to review and look at further legislation in this area, and in that regard 

it is relevant to note that the UK has published a Domestic Abuse draft bill for pre-legislative 

scrutiny and there is currently a Joint Committee of the House of Commons and the House of 

Lords that is taking expert evidence from a range of organisations and individuals with wide 

experience in this particular field. That draft bill does include provision for Domestic Abuse 

Protection Notices and Domestic Abuse Protection Orders to be made, so obviously we do 

intend to review that draft bill and see how that progresses in the UK and consider which 

provisions are appropriate to adopt here, or whether any other provisions might be 

appropriate to adopt here. So we will be considering the outcome of that committee’s 

deliberations and then take the matters further. I think that is part of the ongoing work of the 

Safeguarding Board over the next twelve months. 

 

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 

 

I would just like to thank my Honourable colleague for his comments and I am pleased to see 

that domestic abuse is definitely going to be treated, not just violence. I think it is a very 

important aspect. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Does any other Member wish to speak to that Motion? No. 

 

Honourable Members, the Motion before the House is that the Mental Health (Approved 

Practitioners) Order 2019 and the Annual Report of the Falkland Islands Safeguarding 

Children’s Board be noted.  

 

Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection, that Order and that 

Report are noted.  

 

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 

 

Mr Speaker, 
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Under Standing Order Section 41(3) I move that the Livestock and Meat Products (TSE 

Control)(Amendment) Regulations 2019 be noted. 

 

By way of explanation, these Regulations amend Regulation 10 of the Livestock and Meat 

Products (TSE Control) Regulations 2015. The European Union legislation (Regulation (EC 

999/2001), on which the Falkland Islands Regulations are based, has been amended to change 

the tissues listed as specified risk material. Consequently, the Falkland Islands Regulations 

need to be amended to reflect those changes. These Regulations amend the Livestock and 

Meat Products (TSE Control) Regulations to align them with EU legislation. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Can I have a seconder please? 

 

The Honourable Ian Hansen 

 

Mr Speaker I second the Motion. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you, does any Member wish to speak to that Motion? No. 

 

The Motion before the House is that the Livestock and Meat Products (TSE 

Control)(Amendment) Regulations 2019 are noted. Is there any objection to passing that 

Motion?  

 

There is no objection, those Regulations are noted.  

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

Motions. 

 

Motion number 5 of 2019 by the Attorney General. 

 

This House approves the recommendations of the Report of the Attorney General submitted 

to the Legislative Assembly under Section 15(2) of the Law Revision and Publication 

Ordinance 2017 is approved under Section 15(4).  

 

The Assembly recommends that the Governor makes an order in the form (or in similar form) 

to the order annexed to that Report; and the defects in the Statute Law Database should be 

rectified accordingly. 

 

Attorney General 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

I move the Motion and if I could give an explanation just in relation to that, Mr Speaker. 
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The Law Revision and Publication Ordinance provides for the publication of the Statute Law 

Database which is the definitive copy of the Falkland Islands laws. Whenever any error has 

been identified it is appropriate then that we correct that at the earliest opportunity.  

 

This particular matter relates to the Double Taxation Relief Arrangement (United Kingdom) 

Order 1996. Paragraph 21 of the Schedule to that Order, as it shows on the database includes 

sub-paragraphs (a) to (c) which actually do not form part of the Order. It appears that a 

version of the Order, there was some lack of clarity around which was the correct version of 

the Order when the database was under preparation and unfortunately those paragraphs were 

included in error. I propose that we make an Order to correct that error.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you very much, and to be seconded by the Honourable Roger Spink? 

 

The Honourable Roger Spink 

 

Mr Speaker I second the Motion. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you, does any Member wish to speak to that Motion? No. 

 

Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection. 

 

It is resolved therefore by the Legislative Assembly this 25
th

 day of April 2019 that the 

Report of the Attorney General submitted to the Legislative Assembly under Section 15(2) of 

the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 is approved under Section 15(4), and the 

Assembly recommends that the Governor makes an Order in the form, or in a similar form, to 

the Order annexed to that Report and that the defects in the Statute Law Database should be 

rectified accordingly. 

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

Portfolio reports; the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby. 

 

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 

 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 

 

I would like to update the House today on a number of my portfolio responsibilities, starting 

with the directorate of Development and Commercial Services.  

 

The directorate covers a wide range of key services, some of which are my responsibility, but 

others, such as Telecoms, fall to other MLAs. The department has responsibility for a variety 

of Government contracts for key services, such as telecoms, which my Honourable colleague 

will update the House on I’m quite sure in the very near future. The Post Office, ferry and 

coastal shipping services, local radio and TV broadcasting network, and Government ICT 

systems and services.  
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The directorate also manages FIGAS, Stanley Leisure Centre, but again my Honourable 

colleague the Honourable Stacy Bragger has responsibility for that aspect; Planning and 

Building Services, Courts administration, Procurement and contract management. 

As such it is also responsible for several major national infrastructure projects which include 

plans for development of a new port, improvements to terminal facilities at MPA, and the 

development of a new multi-sports facility. 

Mr Speaker, I would like to start with the ferry service and coastal shipping. 

 

The ferry service has experienced the second busiest first quarter on record this year, despite 

some unavoidable weather-related delays and cancellations. There is increasing demand for 

the movement of livestock, and Government has invested in new sheep pens at New Haven to 

help with onward transport when the Concordia Bay arrives late in the day. We are looking at 

the provision of new sheep crates to further improve the service. Work is also underway to 

provide storage facilities for plant and machinery at New Haven. 

 

The success of both the ferry and coastal shipping services has raised questions as to how 

best to meet this growing demand in the future. People will be aware that PWD has been 

undertaking a review of jetties and ramps in Camp, so as to better understand what is needed 

to improve this service. A draft report was recently completed and that is about to be shared 

with Work Boat Services before being discussed at a meeting of the working group.  

 

This is a key part of determining how Government could address the growing demands, and 

will help plan for the future.  

 

Moving on to FIGAS; the number of passengers carried on FIGAS continues to grow, both of 

tourists and local residents and freight volumes are also increasing. This last tourist season 

has been one of the busiest ever, despite the problems we experienced with the chartered 

plane. I appreciate that farms and businesses in Camp who depend on tourism will be 

disappointed that this season’s service was not what we hoped for, and indeed, what we 

promised when we committed significant sums to charter an additional plane to meet the 

known demand. 

 

Despite this, a recent survey of customers showed high levels of satisfaction with the service. 

The survey took place later in the season and only received ninety replies, but of those almost 

83% said they were satisfied with the service, 9% said they were somewhat satisfied, 1% 

neither satisfied nor dissatisfied, 6% somewhat dissatisfied, and just over 1% very 

dissatisfied. 

 

Clearly, as we continue to improve the service we will need to commit to regular and more 

detailed passenger surveys. 

  

This Assembly has invested heavily in FIGAS.  There are currently two new planes on order 

to meet the growing demand. We had hoped that the first of the new planes would arrive well 

before the start of the next tourist season, but I was made aware yesterday that a problem with 

the manufacturing plant in Romania has resulted in a delay, meaning that the delivery date 

will now be at the end of September or early October. Work is already being undertaken to 

see how we might bridge any gap at the beginning of the season.  
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The fitting of new avionics systems and replacement engines in the whole of the fleet is 

progressing well and a programme of replacement of fire appliances in Camp continues. 

 

If I may turn to our radio system; over the last few years we have completed a programme of 

installations of new main and infill transmitters across the Islands to improve radio reception. 

Recently we had a consultant visit to review our radio infrastructure to see if the FM service 

we now have is fit for purpose or if we need to take a fresh look at alternatives. During their 

time here they visited large areas of the Falkland Islands looking, and obviously listening, to 

the realities on the ground. The results of this are currently being analysed and their final 

report will allow us to plan for the future and make investment decisions based on robust 

evidence. 

 

The new Sports facility that we are planning was the subject of an ExCo paper yesterday, 

following on from a public consultation exercise to which there was a very large response. 

Some of the key results of the consultation exercise were the need for heating and ventilation, 

a spectator’s area and the wish to have possibly ice-based sports in the future. ExCo approved 

that detailed planning should now proceed, taking into account the results of the public 

consultation, before reporting back to ExCo with design options. The budget remains 

unchanged. 

 

Mr Speaker, our Planning and Building Services department is now headed by Lee Kenebal 

and he is extremely busy handling the increasing numbers of applicants for new houses on 

Sapper Hill phase five, as well as numerous other developments around town and in Camp. 

He has brought a new feel to the department and I have heard nothing but positive feedback 

from applicants. He is in the process of developing the service such that plans can be 

digitised and circulated electronically, making the planning process as effective and as user-

friendly as possible. 

 

Government’s small procurement team will be reinforced by a new full-time Procurement 

Officer, Sara Taylor, and she is due to arrive next week. This additional capacity is essential 

if we are to cope with the Government’s local and international procurements and continue to 

ensure that local companies have the opportunities to engage in Government contracts and 

thus help grow our economy in a sustainable way. 

 

One of those big projects is, of course, the new port. Last month, ExCo approved the start of 

the process of identifying a preferred contractor to develop design options and deliver the 

new port we so desperately need. Tender documents should be ready by the end of May with 

a ninety day period to submit proposals.  

 

Much work has already been undertaken to ascertain what our industries need in a new port 

and this will form part of the brief. I am sure that a number of local businesses will be part of 

the various consortiums who submit tenders and it is essential that the new port is designed 

not simply for our present needs, but to enable our fishing and shipping sectors, and other 

sectors, to develop on-shore facilities and facilitate increased transhipments.  It will be key to 

our future growth, with or without oil, and will support and develop our role as an ‘Antarctic 

Gateway’ both for tourism and for scientific research. 

 

Mr Speaker, the new midweek LATAM flight between Sao Paulo and the Islands is planned 

to commence in November. Contractual negotiations with LATAM are well advanced and 

nearing completion. 
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I`ve talked to this House before about the need to develop improvements to the present 

terminal at MPA and discussions with the Ministry of Defence are progressing, especially in 

relation to necessary arrangements for passengers arriving before any new facility is ready. 

 

If I may turn to Housing; the housing situation in both the contractors and the local pool is 

extremely tight. People will be aware that Government has had to rent eight houses from the 

private sector to be able to house contract officers. Despite this, there is no slack in the 

system whatsoever and contractors’ arrival time has to be co-ordinated with houses becoming 

vacant. 

 

The local housing pool is under just as much pressure, but I am pleased to report that the time 

Government houses are empty awaiting refurbishment has been greatly reduced and thanks 

must go to PWD and other contractors for this improvement. The result is that we have fewer 

empty houses awaiting works than for many years. 

 

There are currently twentyeight applicants for local housing, of whom thirteen have scored 0 

or less points. In other words, their income and needs have been assessed such that they will 

be low down on the housing list. 

 

Of these twentyeight applicants, seventeen are seeking one bedroom accommodation, eight 

are seeking two bedroom units and three are seeking three bedroom accommodation. There 

are four applicants requesting housing transfers, all seeking three bedroom accommodation. 

 

As a comparison, the position twelve months ago was that there were twenty one applicants 

on the housing list and two seeking transfer, so there is a growing demand in our community 

for Government housing.  

 

Some people have left the list as they have obtained subsidised plots and built their own 

homes but, as I say, there is a clear and increasing need for both contractor and local 

properties. 

 

Government houses are being built on phase five of the Sapper Hill development, but these 

are all allocated to the contractor’s pool. The work will start in July, and the first two 

properties being handed over in September, and then another two every six weeks. 

 

Mr Speaker, people will also be aware that Government’s next housing development will be 

on Bennets Paddock, just to the west of the Beaver Hanger. Part of this development will be 

to extend the Diamond Jubilee road down from Sapper Hill to join Ross Road through this 

development. Many will have seen PWD roughing out the beginnings of the new road and it 

is hoped that work on the streets within the estate itself and the servicing of plots will 

commence in January or February of next year. The first phase of this development will 

release twenty plots, with a further twenty in the second phase. All MLAs have viewed and 

agreed the new grid layout for the estate and confirmed that there will be footpaths on both 

sides of the road, as well as link footpaths throughout. 

 

Finally Mr Speaker, design work by Ramboll is ongoing in relation to designing and 

specifying the work necessary to properly finish the Teaberry Way estate with footpaths and 

surfaced roads. It is hoped that this long awaited work will start early next season. 
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That concludes my report to the House. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Does any Member wish to raise comment?  

 

The Honourable Ian Hansen 

 

Thank you Mr Speaker. 

 

I wonder if the Honourable Dr Elsby will be able to confirm, I am sure he did say that all the 

infills for the Camp radio system are now completed and if that is the case I am very pleased 

to hear that. Just on the consultants that are down, when can we actually expect a report from 

them please? 

 

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 

 

Mr Speaker, I thank my Honourable colleague for the question.  

 

I believe it is within the next few weeks and that report is important because again it will 

determine if what we have is fit for purpose or whether we need to consider something 

different. It is very important that we get that factual evidence first.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Does any other Member wish to comment or raise a question?  

 

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 

 

Thank you Mr Speaker. 

 

I thank the Honourable Barry Elsby for going over what is a very extensive portfolio with 

many different pots simmering away. I appreciate you may not have the answer to this 

question to hand, but as we understand the ferry and coastal shipping service will be 

undergoing ongoing review and I was just wondering where we are in that process, but if you 

would like to gather your thoughts and reply at the next Assembly I would completely 

understand.  

 

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 

 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 

 

My Honourable colleague is quite right, it is undergoing review and we need to decide what 

that service is going to look like bearing in mind the growing demand from FIMCo for more 

animals to be moved particularly as farmers develop a cattle industry to meet the demands of 

MPA, but we also see more increase in passengers using the ferry. We hope, and expect, the 

new flight itself will bring in more passengers and more tourists as well so I think it is an 

ongoing development that might lead yet. We are not sure whether all the work to design and 

think about the future service can be done in-house or whether we need to do more work and 

then bring in an expert consultant to give us some advice. I haven’t got a completion date for 
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that, but it is certainly ongoing and the ramps and jetties form part of that understanding so 

that we can understand how farmers can best use the service, whether it be with ramps, 

loading on the beach, or some other system. 

 

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 

 

Thank you the Honourable Barry Elsby for that reply.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Does any other Member wish to raise a question or comment on that portfolio report? 

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

Portfolio report; the Honourable Roger Spink. 

 

The Honourable Roger Spink 

 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 

 

Initially I will start off with the Treasury and Finance.  

 

Preparation of the budget for 2019/20 and the medium term financial plan is making good 

progress in accordance with the planned timescale. There have been ten sittings of the Budget 

Select Committee, and worthwhile discussion to understand the range of Government 

expenditure, including capital projects and Government revenues. As with last year, there has 

been robust challenge made to expenditure proposals and estimates of income. 

 

For this financial year, a forecast operating surplus of £13 million was reported to the SFC 

meeting yesterday, based upon FIG income and expenditure to 31
st
 March. This compares to 

the £10.9 million operating surplus initially budgeted for the year. The main alteration is the 

lack of a refund required for Illex licences as a budget policy to only budget for 75% of 

revenues is in place. These operating surpluses are essential if we wish to undertake our 

ambitious capital program - years of under-investment in many areas makes this a vital task.  

 

The Treasury is continuing to improve debt collection where amounts are due, and also 

ensuring that records are correct. If there is anything that you would like to discuss about 

debtors, please contact either Shiralee Finlay or Peter Underdown on 28400. 

 

The Travel Credit Scheme is now open for registration. We want as many eligible people to 

register at this early stage. There are forms available on the FIG website, but if you have any 

queries please e-mail travelcreditscheme@sec.gov.fk. 

 

The Pensions team are working with the Actuaries to have an updated review of the Pensions 

Equalisation Fund. In addition, please note the increased retirement age to 65 from 2020 for 

the Retirement Pension Fund putting into effect an ExCo decision from 2013. A review is 

being undertaken on persons currently recovering trivial pensions on whether these can be 

converted to a lump sum payment. An actuarial review of the Pensions Old Scheme Fund as 

at 30th June 2018 is still being completed. 
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There are now a number of businesses that are making use of the card payment service 

available from Square and also Gibraltar International Bank for business accounts as a 

platform for this new card payment facility to work seamlessly. If you are a local business 

and interested in card payment services from Square, please contact the Chamber of 

Commerce who will have details. 

 

Tax are currently working on processing Tax returns for the 2018 tax year; 2489 tax returns 

were issued, with 42% being returned as at 17th April 2019. 55% of the returns received have 

been either assessed or an enquiry raised. 

 

The tax team are keen to progress historic corporate enquiries raised with businesses and are 

engaging in face-to-face meetings to facilitate this. Although the Falkland Islands Tax Office 

cannot provide advice, they can assist with general queries and the e-mail address is 

general@taxation.gov.fk  

 

There is an on-going collaboration with MPA-based businesses in relation to Corporation 

Tax, and better understanding of the Falkland Islands tax system is being communicated 

there. 

 

A consultation process with the Chamber of Commerce has concluded and this looked at 

some specific tax rules and the scope to make the rules clearer. 

 

The provisions to encourage rural enterprise in the Taxes Ordinance 1997 have also been 

clarified and this paper was agreed by ExCo on 24
th

 April. Briefings will be provided during 

Farmer’s Week. 

 

Internal Audit programme is in progress, with sixteen pieces of work and eleven audit follow-

ups completed to at least ‘draft’ stage in this financial year. These included a series of cash 

handling audits that were completed in FIG departments. 

 

In addition, Internal Audit is continuing to support the work of the Public Accounts 

Committee with their programme in order to ensure that best possible use is made of audit 

assurance. 

 

Telecoms Regulator; the Communications Regulator launched a consultation on the spectrum 

management framework for the Falkland Islands in February - this consultation closed on 5
th

 

April. The Regulator is currently working through the responses with the intention of a paper 

coming forward to ExCo in July. This will seek to publish the first national frequency 

allocation table for the Falkland Islands. In order to fully implement spectrum management, it 

will be necessary to amend the current legislation. Proposals will be brought forward with the 

detail of how to do this in the coming months.  

 

Communications Week was held in March. This brought communications matters to the fore 

with a range of public sessions and sector workshops.  

 

In the last month since Communications Week, the Regulator has been working with Incyte 

Consulting to develop a model to assess the overall efficiency benefits and growth and 

development opportunities to the economy across a range of scenarios. This work will look to 

quantify the economic benefits of investing in broadband and is a necessary first step towards 

the development of a National Broadband Strategy. As a separate independent exercise, 
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Richard Womersley from LS Telecom continues to assess various technology options for 

international broadband capacity available to the Falkland Islands.  

 

At the start of April a technical fault occurred with our connection to the UK with an 

equipment failure in the UK. In recognition of the disruption caused to customers Sure 

increased all customers data allowance for the month of April by 10%. Whilst the full 

regulatory framework is still in its infancy this was a positive step, highlighting how far we 

have come since the arrival of the Regulator in 2017. This, and the regular publication of 

measurable performance data, should drive improvements in customer service. 

 

Falklands Helicopter Services: it was pleasing to see the commencement of a new local 

business when Falklands Helicopter Services Ltd were granted an Air Operator’s Certificate 

at the end of March, allowing them to commence commercial air transport operations in their 

new four-seater helicopter. Before they could commence, Falkland Helicopter Services had to 

complete a rigorous regulatory process in order to demonstrate compliance with international 

safety standards. It is anticipated that this new business will add more diversity to our local 

tourism industry by offering an alternative way to see the Islands. 

 

Camp airstrips: the Civil Aviation Department is currently busy with Camp airstrip 

inspections. This annual programme of visits helps ensure that our unlicensed airstrips are 

well maintained, and I’d like to thank airstrip operators for their co-operation with the 

inspections and for all of the work they do keeping their airstrips in the necessary condition 

that FIGAS expects for its vital air service to continue to be a success.  

 

Human Resources: since my last statement to the Legislative Assembly, significant progress 

has been made with the review of the FIG Management Code and the associated policies and 

procedures, and we remain on track to complete the initial review by June with the associated 

manager and staff briefings to come over the coming months as part of a published 

implementation plan. This work will serve us well in the wider management of staff across 

FIG and lead the way for a further review of issues such as pay and rewards, which is 

recognised as a substantial body of work in its own right. 

 

In my last report to the Assembly I highlighted the introduction of the online recruitment 

system. This system has now proven to be highly beneficial in enabling FIG to have truly 

global reach with its recruitment campaigns without incurring substantial additional costs that 

FIG has historically incurred. We are, for the first time, able to secure management 

information about which recruitment campaigns have had the most impact, thus enabling us 

to focus our investment in recruitment advertising more accurately and achieving better value 

for money. 

 

As previously advised, we do have a number of ‘hard to fill ‘posts. One of the most 

challenging posts to fill is that of a staff nurse. Both myself and MLA Hansen, portfolio 

holders for Health and Social Services, are pleased to report that for the first time in many 

years we have recruited to all the nursing roles in KEMH and also have candidates wishing to 

be considered for future vacancies. Although this is very good news, we will always be faced 

with the challenge of candidates experiencing difficulties in the lead up to taking their post. 

 

As previously reported by the Director of HR, we have recruited to all staff nurse posts with 

all but two posts now filled by local or overseas contracted staff. Work permits permitting, 

two more staff nurses join the team at KEMH in July and August. 
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I am also heartened by the fact that this month we were able support the return of another 

Falkland Islander to a staff nurse role at the hospital. As we are keen to encourage Falkland 

Islanders to return to the Islands and others to train as nurses, I am pleased that we will now 

benefit from the knowledge and skills that an Islander has developed overseas. 

 

It is evident to me that the effort that is being devoted to dealing with the unique challenges 

that overseas recruitment presents is proving beneficial. However, the Director of Human 

Resources is clear that this line of work is one where we must continually strive to do the 

very best we can to attract and on-board candidates as efficiently and as effectively as we 

can. Through my discussions with the Director of HR and the relevant Directorates, I am 

confident that positive action is being taken to reach a position where the need for locum 

workers is reduced to the lowest possible position, and that we only pursue the use of locum 

workers when it is critical to service delivery and remains the only viable option. 

 

FIGO; I would like to praise the work Sukey Cameron and her team do in representing the 

Falklands in the UK and other fora. The recruitment of Richard Hyslop, who is well known 

for the great work he has done on Brexit, and appointment of Michael Betts as Deputy will 

ensure FIGO is in a position to build on this work in the future. 

 

Legal and Regulatory: we report each month in Legislative Assembly on the Law 

Commissioner’s work and the department continues to support all other directorates in their 

work. With much legislation required for oil preparation, the department is entering a very 

busy period. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Does anyone wish to raise a question or comment on that portfolio report?  

 

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 

 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 

 

I would like to thank my Honourable colleague for his detailed report - a few questions if I 

may. It is great news that we have got more staff nurses now on longer term contracts, I think 

that is fantastic and praise to the HR department and everyone involved. Could he tell the 

House how many of those are on four year contracts? 

 

The Honourable Roger Spink 

 

I have to admit to the Honourable Barry Elsby that I couldn’t at this time, but I will obtain 

that information and let him know. I would hope that as many as possible. 

 

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 

 

Again, my Honourable colleague touched on debt and how we are managing that and it is 

something I have tried to champion, if you like, over this Assembly. He praised Shiralee 

Finlay for all the work she has done and she has got a very difficult job, but she has brought 
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rigour to that post and is progressing things very rapidly. Debtors have agreed repayment 

plans, but I am afraid there are some who refuse to engage with Shiralee and there are a 

number who are being taken to court at this time. It is something we don’t want to do, we 

don’t want to take people to court, but if debtors don’t engage and try to reduce their debt that 

is what they are faced with.  

 

Finally, Mr Speaker, I note my Honourable colleague talked about the difficulties that Sure 

had because of the problems in the UK and thus the next month there was a 10% increase in 

allowance of megabytes. To my way of thinking, that would only help those people who 

exceed their normal data allowance. Particularly if the service was so bad you are probably 

not going to exceed your data allowance beyond that month. Is he aware if the Regulator 

considered a financial compensation package which would help everyone – not just those 

who exceeded their normal data allowance?  

 

The Honourable Roger Spink 

 

I am not aware of that and as the Regulator is independent I will have to refer to the 

Regulator to get that information. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Does any other Member wish to raise a comment? No. 

 

I thank both the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby and the Honourable Roger Spink for their 

portfolio reports.  

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

Order of the day: Bills. 

 

Supplementary Appropriation (2018-2019) (No.3) Bill 2019. 

 

This Bill has not been gazetted and will go to the first reading.  

 

The Honourable Financial Secretary 

 

Mr Speaker, I beg to move the first reading of the Bill. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you and a seconder please? 

 

The Honourable Roger Spink 

 

I second the Motion. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

The Motion is that the Bill be read a first time. Is there any objection to that Motion? 
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There is no objection that Bill will be read a first time.  

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

Supplementary Appropriation (2018-2019) (No.3) Bill 2019. 

 

The Honourable Financial Secretary 

 

Mr Speaker, 

 

This Bill is the sixth Supplementary Appropriation Bill to be presented in the current 

financial year and the third one for this current year.  

 

The purpose of this Bill is to authorise withdrawal of £282,000 from Consolidated Funds and 

transfer this to the Capital Equalisation Fund. This is to pay for equipment for the Falkland 

Islands Defence Force. This expenditure was approved by the Standing Finance Committee 

meeting of 27
th

 March 2019. 

 

I beg to move the Bill be read a second time.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you, and a seconder please? 

 

The Honourable Roger Spink 

 

I second the Motion.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Does any Member wish to speak to that Motion? No. 

 

The Motion is the Bill be read a second time. There is no debate, is there any objection to 

taking this Bill by the short procedure? There is no objection. 

Does any Member propose any amendment to the wording of the Bill? There are no 

amendments, I declare that the Bill will be read a third time and do pass. 

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

Supplementary Appropriation (2018-2019) (No.3) Bill 2019. 

 

The Motion for Adjournment.  

 

The Honourable Chief Executive 

 

Mr Speaker, 

 

I beg to move that the House stands adjourned sine die.  
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The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 

 

Thank you Mr Speaker, 

 

Not much to talk about in this Motion for Adjournment, but there is something that I would 

like to highlight that will be coming up in the next few weeks. 

 

We are eighteen months into this Assembly and we are mindful of our commitment to keep 

the community updated with Government’s progress on the Islands Plan. A common question 

actually from visiting media and officials from other Governments around the world has been 

‘what keeps eight independents on the right track for their individual manifesto 

commitments?’ The answer is our joint manifesto, pooled from all of our visions of success. 

If you have read or heard MLAs manifestos during the elections you’d have seen they are 

pretty similar. The work to be done is not a mystery. We all know what we need to achieve to 

be keeping the right balance of resources, and collective priority is really the trick in how we 

succeed.  

 

But the work isn’t really ours to take credit for. 

 

Our Government is an amazing engine that succeeds with only a few people driving each 

department. It’s right that in our role as elected representatives we consult regularly with 

Falkland Islands Government and with as many people as possible to be sure the path we 

have agreed is the right one to progress the Falklands for its people. 

 

To that end we shall be at Hill Cove on the 2
nd

 May, Stanley on the 6
th

 May, Fox Bay on the 

9
th

 May and North Arm on the 15
th

 May. 

 

Due to committee and diary requirements not all of us will be at each meeting, but the 

progress summary we have written together and shared has been well drafted with the help of 

the Corporate Management Team and our legislative clerk, Meghan Law.  

 

Thank you Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 

 

The Honourable Ian Hansen 

 

Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 

 

In rising to support the Motion for Adjournment I, too, have very little to say today.  

 

I would like to begin by welcoming our new Director of Health and Social Services, David 

O’Neill, who arrived about a week ago and began work earlier this week. I would also like to 

thank our outgoing Director, Mandy Whittingham, for the work she done in the time she has 

been here.  

 

It’s rather fortunate that there actually is an overlap with them both being here because that 

will make David’s induction to the job, I am sure, a lot easier.  

 

I mentioned in my last closing speech for Adjournment that we were in the process of 

interviewing for a new General Manager for Falkland Landholdings. I am pleased to say that 

process has finished now and, subject to the usual immigration procedures and, of course, the 
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final signing of the contract, we do have a very good candidate in place hopefully in the not 

too distant future. 

 

Finally, since the last Assembly, the Select Committee on the review of our Constitution has 

met and I believe very shortly there will be a request going out to the General Public for 

anybody who wants to submit written evidence or oral evidence and I would encourage as 

many people as possible to have their say. It is a very important review. 

 

Thank you Mr Speaker. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Does any other Member wish to speak to the Motion for Adjournment? No. 

 

That concludes the business of the House for today, the House stands adjourned accordingly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


