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Prayers
Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, | bid you good morning, and my usual reminder please about all
electronic equipment, should you be using it, should be turned to silent.

Clerk of the Assembly
Confirmation of the Record of the Legislative Assembly held on the 14™ December 2017.
Mr Speaker

Honourable Members | have before me a Record of that last meeting of the Assembly, is it
your wish that I sign this as a true record?

The Honourable MLAs
Yes.
Clerk of the Assembly
Papers to be laid on the table by the Honourable Chief Executive. Copies of Subsidiary
Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last sitting of the Legislative
Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the Interpretation and General
Clauses Ordinance 1977.
* Coins (Circulation) (No 2) (Amendment) Order 2017
» Taxes and Duties (Defence Contractors” Employees Exemption) (No 2) Order 2017
* Fisheries (Individual Transferable Quota Fees) Regulations 2017
* lllex Fishing Licences (Applications, Fees and Refunds) Regulations 2017

and in accordance with section 8 of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017

* Report to the Legislative Assembly from the Statute Law Commissioner

The Honourable Chief Executive

Mr Speaker, I hereby lay the aforementioned papers.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, under Standing Order section 41(3) I move that the Coins (Circulation) (No 2)

(Amendment) Order 2017 and Taxes and Duties (Defence Contractors’ Employees
Exemption) (No 2) Order 2017 be noted.
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Mr Speaker

Thank you, do you wish to give an explanation of those Orders?

The Honourable Roger Spink

The Honourable Financial Secretary may wish to give an explanation.
The Honourable Financial Secretary

Yes, the only thing | can add is on the Defence Contractors Employees Exemption that’s a
renewal of an annual agreement concerning contractors operating out at Mount Pleasant,
thank you.

Mr Speaker

Can | have a seconder for that Motion please?

The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker | second that Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you. Does anyone wish to speak to the motion?
The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. | wish to comment on the Coins Order. It has been
brought to my attention over the past few months that, and | perfectly agree with the person
who brought it to my attention, that we do seem to be having a blurring of the release of
commemorative coins into the community or for sale and those for circulation. Our mint,
Pobjoy Mint, seem to be selling the circulation coins prior to them being in circulation here in
the Falkland Islands. a) That I find very odd, but there was one particular coin that came out
before Christmas of “the carolling penguins with the lantern” and that coin was very popular
among collectors and is already being sold and exchanged in excess of £50 each. We have
some 250 coins coming to the Falkland Islands, as | understand it, and they will be released
into circulation at the face value of 50p each, so anyone seeing these are obviously going to
snap them up as quickly as they possibly can and they will disappear out of the circulation.
And so | would just like to make a marker here, I don’t want any comment or debate about it,
,out I would just like to make a marker that going forward we do need to look at how we
agree with the mint, how we circulate or get into circulation circulatory coins or we sell on
commemorative coins. | know we make a small percentage commission on the sale of these
things, but it is nothing like the true value of the coins, particularly those that were released
just before Christmas. So I’d like to make a marker here to say we need to look at coins and
how they’re distributed. Thank you Mr Speaker.
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Mr Speaker

Any other Member wish to speak? The Motion is therefore that the Coins (Circulation) (No
2) (Amendment) Order 2017 and the Taxes and Duties (Defence Contractors’ Employees
Exemption) (No 2) Order 2017 are noted. Is there any objection to that Motion?

There is no objection, those Orders are noted.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you Mr Speaker. Under Standing Order section 41(3) | move that the Fisheries
(Individual Transferable Quota Fees) Regulations 2017 and the Illex Fishing Licences
(Applications, Fees and Refunds) Regulations 2017 be noted. With regard to the Individual
Transferable Quota Fees Regulations these are made under section 35 of the Fisheries,
Conservation and Management Ordinance 2005 which requires that sums payable to the
crown are prescribed for different companies in relation to the amount of ITQ’s held by those
companies. And regarding the Illex Fishing Licences (Applications, Fees and Refunds)
Regulations 2017, these regulations are made under section 41 and 223 of the Fisheries,
Conservation and Management Ordinance 2005 and the following sections regulations.
Thank you Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, can | have seconder please for the Motion?

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Mr Speaker | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, does any Member wish to speak to the Motion? There is no debate, Honourable
Members the Motion before the House is that the Fisheries (Individual Transferable Quota
Fees) Regulations 2017 and the Illex Fishing Licences (Applications, Fees and Refunds)
Regulations 2017 are noted. Is there any objection to passing that Motion?

There is no objection, those Regulations are noted.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker under Standing Order section 41(3) | move that the Report to the Legislative
Assembly from the Statute Law Commissioner be noted.

Mr Speaker

Thank you and would you like to give an explanation as to why that’s here.
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The Honourable Roger Spink

That is laid out in the explanation.

Mr Speaker

Ok thank you, could | have a seconder to that Motion please?

The Honourable Roger Edwards

I second that Motion.

Mr Speaker

The Honourable Roger Edwards to second. Does any Member wish to speak to that Motion?
No, the Motion before the House is that the Report to the Legislative Assembly from the
Statute Law Commissioner is noted. Is there any objection to passing that Motion?

There is no objection, that Report is noted.

Clerk of the Assembly

Questions for oral response.

Question Number 01 or 2018 by the Honourable Roger Edwards.

The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker. Could the Honourable Leona Roberts tell the House of the history, the present
and future of Fire Engine number F1949. Thank you Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Roger Edwards for his question and the Chief Fire
Officer for his informed assistance with this response.

This vehicle was purchased originally to replace a Bedford 4x4 Fire Appliance, registration
number F1234. There are various ExCo papers going back to at least 2006/07 financial year
regarding this replacement. When members approved funding in the 2008/09 financial year
they decided to replace the Bedford 4x4 Appliance with a second 4x4 vehicle rather than
purchase a new ‘like for like’ replacement. A budget line of £100,000 was approved and the
Chief Fire Officer was instructed to purchase and refurbish a suitable second hand vehicle as
per their specifications. In line with this instruction the Chief Fire Officer purchased a 20 year
old Fire Engine registration number: 1949.

During refurbishment the Chief Fire Officer was instructed by the then Chief Executive to
adapt this vehicle for use as a “Multirole Vehicle”. This instruction was issued with the hope
of enticing the British Antarctic Survey aircraft back to using Stanley airport, thus
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overturning an Executive Council decision which was made on the 27th May 2008, which
stated that:

e  Stanley Airport should only provide the category of RFFS that the FIGAS operation
required;

e  That aircraft requiring a higher category of Rescue Fire Fighting Services than FIGAS
aircraft should no longer be allowed to operate at Stanley Airport;

e  And further that Stanley Airport should replace its existing Category 2 appliance with
another Category 2 appliance. The proposal for the replacement to be a Cat 3
appliance were rejected.

During this period, all attempts to provide Stanley Airport with the correct CAT 5 appliances
to allow continued BAS operation were rejected. This capability would also have supported
helicopter operations from Stanley Airport and at that time there was evidence that oil
companies might request the use of Stanley Airport for this purpose.

Longer term recommendations made in various papers from Dr Blanch, then Chief Executive,
the Chief Fire Officer, the Aerodrome Manager and the Director of Civil Aviation were all
rejected.

I am told that it was stressed on many occasions that Aviation, Industrial, Municipal and
Rescue vehicles all have their own unique requirements. Aviation vehicles in particular have
to meet specific legislated aviation requirements. During this period all relevant FIG
departments made every attempt to recommend the unsuitability of Fire Engine F1949 in that
it could not meet Municipal and Aviation requirements. | am told that this advice was not
accepted at the time.

There is a current problem with a tyre on the vehicle which has a split. Replacement tyres are
on order as they are not available on the islands. The long term plan is to continue utilising
the vehicle as an industrial and bulk fuel firefighting platform and it will remain in service as
long as it can be maintained.

Thank you.
The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | thank the Honourable Leona Roberts for her answer. |
noticed in her Report the word “overturning”. And I think is that not one of the biggest
problems we have with this vehicle. It’s unstable, if you fill it up with water and you go
around a corner it will tip over, or at least that is what | am led to believe which is why for
many, many years it sat in the what | call the Tax Office carpark, i.e. the carpark behind the
Malvina Hotel with a brick under its wheel to stop it rolling down the hill. I was then
delighted one day, when | was passing through the car park, to see that it had gone and |
thought: “whoopee someone has taken it away and is going to do something with it to make it
useable on a day to day basis”, and I discovered it had just been moved around a corner, and
is now parked by the shed in front of the fire station itself. | think it’s a rather sad a sorry tale
this vehicle, quite a lot of money was spent on it, we get it down here and it was found to be
not suitable for any of the jobs as Leona reported. If we are going to use it and take it
forward, fine, 1 think that’s good, but might I suggest that if we are not going to use it and

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
held on Thursday 25 January 2018
9



bring it in to general use as a fire fighting vehicle then Government sells it abroad, locally or
what have you so we can actually get something back on it, because | think it’s rather sad to
see it year after year after year just sitting there. Kept well-polished 1’d say by the fire staff,
they look after it very well, but it doesn’t seem to me to be doing anything so I would
encourage that we look at the future use of this vehicle and either use it properly or get rid of
it. Thank you Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker

The Honourable Leona Roberts would you like to continue that?

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you Mr Speaker. Yes, | think that the Honourable Roger Edwards is absolutely right,
this is a bit of a sad and sorry tale. It would appear from the information | have that repeated
modifications and additions and input on many separate occasions led to this situation, and
the advice of the officer who perhaps knew best it would seem not taken. However, | am told
that it is used, not as a rapid response vehicle or anything in that ilk, but it does currently
serve a purpose. | understand though it will not be replaced when it comes to the end of its
natural life, 1 think that’s not too far away to be perfectly honest, but I will pass your
feedback back to the fire service so thank you.

Mr Speaker

Avre there any supplementary questions?

The Honourable Roger Edwards

I thank Leona Roberts for her answer.

Mr Speaker

Any supplementary questions? No.

Clerk of the Assembly

Question Number 02 of 2018 by the Honourable Roger Spink.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. The Interim Power Station is an essential backup for the
Stanley power supply and hence is of vital importance to the community. Could the
Honourable Roger Edwards please advise the House on the progress in sourcing and

installation of the Interim Power Station and advise the likely date for completion of the
installation of the units.
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The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | thank the Director of Public Works for this very brief
response. The interim generators from Cummins have now been manufactured and nearing
being ready for shipping. The Power Station manager and two of the mechanical team
completed a very successful visit to Cummins Chile before Christmas and we are very
pleased with the progress. The trip enabled them to see one of the units in operation and also
identified additional requirements which will now be fitted to the units. Works are
progressing to detail the shipping of the units and prepare for the civil works required. A date
for shipping has not yet been confirmed, but it is hoped that the units will be here in the first
half of 2018. And if | might add in addition to that, because of the weight of the individual
units actually getting them into position at the Power Station is going to be a tremendous
problem, and we are going to have to knock down one of the buildings currently used as a
general purpose workshop what have you. We are going to have to knock that down to get the
things in place. We don’t have a crane in the Islands big enough to actually lift them into
place, so there is going to be a lot of jacking and moving and un-jacking and jacking to get
them actually moved onto the bases that are yet to be prepared. So, Mr Speaker that is my
response.

The Honourable Roger Spink

I’d like to thank the Honourable Roger Edwards for his reply.
Mr Speaker

Are there any supplementary questions?

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. | will ask the Honourable Roger Edwards whether PWD
and indeed Government were aware of the weight restrictions and the difficulty of placing
these two power units when they were purchased. It seems we weren’t made aware of these
difficulties.

The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. Not quite right, we were made aware and when we
realised that they were going to be, | think the original estimate was something in the order of
50 tonnes each and we were seriously considering having to unload these generators through
Mare Harbour because it was the only place that we could unload them. Since that date we
have reassessed the weight and | believe they can get them down to something in the order of
42 tonnes which can be moved across FIPASS with a little care and laying down plates and
other bits and pieces. So, yes, we have been aware of the weight, what wasn’t quite so aware
was once we got them off FIPASS or out of the dock wherever the dock might be and got
them to the actual site where they are going to be used is how we then actually manoeuvre
them into place, that’s quite a different story. And even a 100 tonne crane, I’m told can only
lift 100 tonnes straight up and down, if you move out a little way then it drops off quite
rapidly and we don’t have any cranes in the Islands currently that can manoeuvre them into
place. Thank you Mr Speaker.
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Mr Speaker

Any other Member wish to raise a supplementary question or comment? No.
Clerk of the Assembly

Question Number 03 of 2018 by the Honourable Stacy Bragger.

The Honourable Stacy Bragger

Mr Speaker, could the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby please provide an update on the
Government’s work to develop our port facilities?

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 1’d like to thank my Honourable Friend for his question.

Everyone will be aware that FIPASS, which has been our temporary port since 1984, needs
replacing.

Tomorrow the Falkland Islands Government will be advertising what is known as a “soft
market testing exercise”. By that | mean asking interested parties to produce proposals for a
new port, to include ideas of size and location, what infrastructure would be needed to
develop around a new port and how it might be financed and managed.

People will be aware that a number of reports and detailed examinations of some possible
sites have been undertaken by FIG over the years. All this information will be made available
to interested parties.

Mr Speaker, this is not a tendering exercise but a first step in trying to ensure that the port we
are committed to build is right for the future of the Islands, and to give our private sector an
opportunity to engage in a major infrastructure project.

The Honourable Stacy Bragger

I’d like to thank the Honourable Member for that response. Could the Honourable Dr Elsby
maybe offer some comments on why inviting proposals is felt to be a better way forward than
Government specifying location and some of the other factors you have mentioned. Why is it
felt that inviting proposals is the best way forward?

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. | think many people in the Islands will be aware of the
difficulties we’ve had over the years on this subject, the last Assembly spent a lot of time and
some money looking at proposals for putting the port in Port William. That was at a time
when we were clear that oil development was going to go ahead, that’s when oil was over
$100 a barrel and the idea of that port was that it would be funded mainly by the oil
companies. The oil price fall has made that an un-fundable project, but I think that the idea
now is very much to say that we need a port in the Stanley area close to Stanley. How we do
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that and what port is built I think the private sector here and also overseas has an important
role to play that we make sure that that port is fit for what we want it to do in the next 40
years. Bearing in mind that also we have Mare Harbour, MLAs here recently went up to Mare
Harbour and to MPA to have a look at that. CBF who is with me at the moment is very keen
that we as a Government here try to utilise facilities that they have so that we can be operated
jointly. So it may well be that there will be a port in the Stanley area determined by the need,
and hopefully, with engagement from the private sector, but also that some use might still be
made of Mare Harbour facility as well.

The Honourable Stacy Bragger

I’d like to thank the Honourable Member for that response and I’m sure it’s a subject of great
interest and it’ll be one of the key decisions that this group takes in the next 4 years, so | look
forward to seeing how the work progresses, thank you.

Mr Speaker

Any supplementary questions or does any other Member wish to comment?

Clerk of the Assembly

Motion Number 1 of 2018 by the Honourable Teslyn Barkman

That this House do adopt for the current and future regulation of its business, the following
amendments to the Standing Orders and Rules as detailed in the Order Paper.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you, Mr Speaker. | ask that this House do adopt for the current and future Regulation
of its business the following amendments to the Standing Rules and Orders as laid out in the
Order Paper.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, can | have a seconder to that Motion please?

The Honourable Stacy Bragger

I second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you the Honourable Stacy Bragger to second. Does any Member wish to speak to the
Motion?

There is no debate. The Motion before the House is that the House to adopt for current and
future Regulation of its business the amendments as detailed in the Order Paper. Is there any
objection to passing that Motion?

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly
held on Thursday 25 January 2018
13



There is no objection, that Motion is carried.

Clerk of the Assembly

Motion Number 2 of 2018 by the Honourable Financial Secretary.

That this House refers the on-going deliberations on the 2018/19 budget to the Select
Committee on the Estimates for the presentation to the Assembly in May 2018 and therefore
for the Select Committee on the Estimates to be established at this time.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | propose this Motion today in order to commence the
budget setting process for the next financial year. | therefore recommend the House and
Select Committee on the Estimates is open at this time to enable early discussions to
commence on budget with a final report being presented in May 2018 Assembly alongside
the resultant Finance Bill and Appropriation Bills.

The Standing Orders provide that membership of the Select Committee is all elected
Members, the Chief Executive, and the Financial Secretary, and it is proposed that the
committee be chaired by the Honourable MLA Spink. The purpose of Select Committee on
the Estimates will be to review the budget submissions from Government Officers, related
fees and charges and capital requests in order to provide advice on the Finance Bill to be
presented to Executive Council in May 2018.

Mr Speaker, | beg to move that the Select Committee on the Estimates is established.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, and to be seconded by the Honourable Roger Spink.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members I wish to second that Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, does anyone wish to speak to the Motion? No, the Motion before the House is
that the Select Committee on the Estimates now be established. Is there any objection to
passing that Motion?

There is no objection that Motion is carried.

Clerk of the Assembly

Motion Number 3 of 2018 by the Honourable Leona Roberts.

This House believes that the Holiday Credit Scheme (or similar) should be reintroduced in
the case of a budget surplus, and that, if supported, calls on the Falkland Islands Government
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to begin the process of developing this policy with an aim for inclusion in the upcoming
budget round.

The Honourable Leona Roberts
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.

In bringing the question of the Holiday Credit Scheme to this House, the Honourable Roger
Spink and | wish to give the Assembly an opportunity to publicly discuss an issue which we
believe is of great importance to a large part of this community. It’s been the subject of much
debate, not just in the lead-up to this election, but for years ahead of that.

Most of us are quite aware of the rise and fall of the scheme, but I will briefly summarise.

For many years Civil Servants were contractually entitled to a flight overseas every three
years, including for their families. Indeed, it was perhaps the main appeal of working for FIG
in those days.

As part of the Hay Review of Government in 1997 it was decided that this benefit should be
discontinued, but that in return an Islands-wide ‘passage scheme’ should be introduced.
Although one driver behind the scheme was undoubtedly to give FIG greater budgetary
control, a major selling point was the concept of “cultural ventilation”, in other words, the
benefits to the community brought about by travel (particularly outside the Falklands), and
we will return to this point later.

Initially, what became known as the pound-a-day scheme was available to those on the
electoral register and their spouses, with children receiving 50%. Credits could be
accumulated to a maximum of £1,800, were available for travel and accommodation only,
and ordinarily were non-transferable. This essentially equated to an Airbridge return flight
every three years.

As time passed the scheme was repeatedly modified and with these alterations the fund
became very difficult to administer. At various times exceptions made included allowing for
credits to be transferred, used for shipping vehicles or even for paying domestic bills.

In 2004, adult credits were reduced to 50p per day. In 2006 to 26p per day and in the budget
cycle of 2008, it was decided that our financial situation required for the Holiday Credit
Scheme to be suspended.

I would not argue against that decision it was the right choice at the time, but we are in a very
different financial position today and it is my belief that the time is right to look again at this
scheme.

So, to return now to the originally stated aim of “cultural ventilation’. This might seem like a
strange concept to some, but I genuinely believe in its merit and its many intangible benefits
to our community. We live in a wonderful country. It is beautiful, safe, friendly and mostly
quiet — our standard of living is generally good, | think we would all agree. We are fortunate
in what we have here and | believe it is incredibly important for the wellbeing of our
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residents and therefore for our community as a whole to get away, even if just for three or
four weeks every few years.

The benefits of breaks and holidays are accepted throughout the modern world. Health
professionals have long understood the value of a break and even the most exacting of
employers would struggle to argue that employees don’t need time away from work, to rest,
physically, mentally and emotionally. But in the case of the Falklands, | would argue that
travel is far more significant than just a holiday and this is something | think we should
consider quite seriously.

Consider the goldfish bowl analogy: We enjoy a strong sense of community, even with an
increasing population there are relatively few strangers and we tend to keep an eye out for
each other. It is a situation to be envied, but is not without its problems. Lack of anonymity
can be challenging and the feeling of being constantly scrutinised can begin to weigh heavily
even upon the strongest of shoulders. The sense of being just one face in a crowd of
thousands for even a short time can be fantastically therapeutic and wipe away months of
stress or weariness.

There is a great deal of anecdotal evidence in the value of travel when it comes to physical
and mental wellbeing. Whether it’s about escaping the short winter days which for many
people is an incredibly important thing or perhaps escaping a working life, routine, family or
the community, there’s no doubt that we return home refreshed, energised and frequently
with new ideas, greater tolerance or at the very least a new-found appreciation of just how
lucky we are here.

Then there’s the educational benefit of travel. The more we see of the world, the better
equipped we are to understand it. To appreciate the strengths and failings of other
communities, and to bring that knowledge back home. Travel is mind-broadening and often
enlightening. It has the potential to make us better people.

So, that’s a long-winded way of saying that while it’s probably impossible to quantify the
benefits of rest and travel, we do know that those benefits exist.

So is this a system that’s in place in other parts of the world? No, not that I know of. But this
is the Falklands and we are not like other countries. We have our own unique strengths and
problems, our own special circumstances, and | would say that one of the most significant
factors of life here in the Falklands, is our isolation. We cannot just hop on a budget airline
for £100 and spend the week in foreign country, experiencing a different culture or escaping
the routine. We can’t just hit the motorway and take the kids for a weekend in Blackpool,
glamping in Wales or shopping in London. Just to reach our nearest city can costs more than
£600 for an adult, £400 for a child. And the UK is more than £1500 and almost £800 for a
child. An average family of four really can’t think of taking a UK holiday without savings in
the region of £5,000 — an amount that grows rapidly as they begin to consider
accommodation, car-hire and, Lord-help-them, amusements and entertainment and the
inevitable opportunity to shop. It’s expensive and very difficult for an average family to
achieve.

A travel credit scheme and | have to say that | would prefer to think of it as a Travel Credit
Scheme than a holiday credit scheme, may seem like an indulgence, but it would not be
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paying for Islanders to go on holiday. It would allow them the opportunity, that should they
wish to take it, to save and maybe just once every three, four, five years, to take families to
experience something new or wonderful and to remind themselves what the rest of the world
looks like, or perhaps just to visit those family members that are only otherwise available
through Skype.

But of course, it needn’t just be overseas. The benefits of exploring our own country are also
huge. I think it’s outrageous that many of us have never been able to experience our very own
world-class wildlife locations but even local travel is difficult for many families, especially
during the summer when the prices are high.

And let us not overlook the implications for Camp residents. Farming families have possibly
even more complex travel needs but the importance of getting away is no less and probably
even greater. | believe a travel credit scheme would help Campers as least as much as town
residents.

However, 1 am not suggesting that we reinstate the old system here and now today. The
adapted Holiday Credit Scheme as it was, was cumbersome, overly complicated and it needs
to be thoroughly reviewed. The criteria refined and then very clearly set out and it might not
even bear the same name by the time we’re done. Of course, the options and cost implications
need to be given serious consideration before anything is implemented.

What this Motion suggests is that the administration put together a paper which will allow the
Assembly to see those options and to make an informed choice ahead of this year’s budget.
There is much to consider and | know that some of my Honourable Colleagues have views
which differ from mine in this respect, but having this work completed will allow us to have a
well-informed debate. Nor am | suggesting that any such scheme should be set in stone as a
commitment for future Governments. On the contrary, this is not an entitlement, it is not a
contractual or implicit right. And | believe that it needs to be understood and accepted as a
privilege which can be conferred by the Falkland Islands Government when the funds allow;
when a surplus exists and withdrawn when it does not. | believe that that surplus exists now.

And that this is an appropriate time to consider reinstating such a scheme. Something which
gives equally to all those eligible, but is of proportionately greater value to the lower paid. A
system which not only contributes to the physical, mental and emotional wellbeing of our
community, but has numerous practical benefits also to the community. And in a very
meaningful way gives something back to ordinary families in a time when we are
undoubtedly enjoying a healthy financial situation.

I am sorry for having to bring this matter to the House while our Honourable friends, MLAS
Pollard and Hansen are out of the Islands, but | did want to give it a chance of being included
in the forthcoming budget round.

However, the Honourable Mark Pollard has made his support for the reintroduction of such a
scheme abundantly clear, and his comments will be shared later by the Honourable Barry
Elsby. MLA Hansen has also expressed a willingness to investigate this possibility, provided
it is subject to thorough review. Although they are not able to vote on the Motion, | do thank
them heartily for their support and encouragement. | look forward to hearing the thoughts of
the rest of my Honourable Friends during this, our first, public debate.
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Thank you Sir.
Mr Speaker

And to second please? The Honourable Stacy Bragger are you seconding that Motion? No,
the Honourable Roger Spink.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members in rising to second this Motion | would like to say that
after 3 years of large surpluses I think this is a good time to review and look at the Holiday
Credit Scheme. | think this is a scheme that has touched the lives of all sections of our
community, old people wishing to see relatives in the UK, young people and their families
able to travel around the world. I believe it’s an equitable scheme more equitable than tax
cuts in giving something back to our community, and I believe that we need to look into
reintroducing this scheme as soon as possible in order to distribute some of the benefits of the
surpluses that we have received in recent years. So, | second the Motion, thank you.

Mr Speaker
Any Member wish to speak?
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you Mr Speaker. So | was one of the cautious and we have discussed this at length as
I’m sure it is probably clear. Particularly what | thought was important, especially to research
is how we communicate this to the public. It isn’t the Holiday Credit Scheme in its old terms.
It isn’t a guaranteed pound-a-day that everyone is entitled to receive. It is something that will
exist out of budget surplus and there will be ways and measures of how we figure out a) the
amount that will go back to people and whether that is proportional to that budget surplus.
And there a lot of terms to be kind of researched before we can get to a point where we can
say this is a scheme that we definitely have faith in, and ensuring that is communicated to the
public in the best way is a key part of that. And | was very, | don’t want to say pleasantly
surprised because we are a group of MLASs that do discuss things in a very constructive way,
but every view was taken on board and as the Honourable Leona Roberts has pointed out,
these are all the things that are being deeply considered. So I certainly do not want to stand in
the way of investigating the possibility of giving something back to the people and so, Mr
Speaker, to that end | support the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, the Honourable Roger Edwards.

The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support this Motion | think we have to be very
cautious when we say reintroduce in case of a budget surplus. The last 5 years at least from

the papers put before us during Budget Select Committee we have approved a deficit budget.
Not only annually, but in the medium term financial plan, it has been a deficit budget. |
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believe what we should be looking at and deciding as a Select Committee on the budget, is
the affordability and | believe it is affordable. Despite the fact that we were forecasting
deficits, we have seen for those past 5 years underspends in both the operational budget and
in the capital budget, and we’ve received unexpected windfalls mainly from taxation from the
oil companies and from the fishing sector. So, instead of those, if you were saying it had to be
directly linked with budget surplus we wouldn’t pass it.

But if we looked at the affordability we can afford it, and | would hope that we put in process
of developing the policy towards what this Holiday Credit Scheme, social ventilation,
whatever you want to call it, but | would beg that we look at the way it fell apart last time. It
started off as a pound-a-day for every Falkland Islander and their families, and then turned
into something that was unrecognisable. Where you transfer the money to Granny’s best
friend/aunty/second cousin twice displaced and it became totally uncontrollable. And I think
that’s one of the reasons why it just fell out of use. It became too difficult to administer. Let’s
have a very simple plan, a very simple idea and let’s for goodness sake keep it simple going
forward.

Thank you Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker

Any other Member wish to speak?
The Honourable Stacy Bragger

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. The possible re-introduction of the Holiday Credits
Scheme as you’ve heard has been a regular topic for conversation since its gradual demise.
As has been said already the Scheme was raised during last year’s election campaign and is a
topic of ongoing public interest, so | do feel that it is entirely appropriate that it is the subject
of this Motion today, so that we can outline our thoughts individually. And it is a subject that
does generate strength of feeling on both sides of the argument and I’'m sure that this will not
change anytime soon.

I fully respect that some of my colleagues are passionate about re-introducing the Scheme for
reasons that | totally appreciate. However, having said that, re-introducing the Scheme is not
a priority for me.

I think that we as a group are very ambitious and want to see real progress made during our
term when it comes to development of the Islands’ economic and social infrastructure. There
is much to do and many challenges for us to overcome in delivering the development that this
community has signalled it wants. These are the areas that | wish to focus on. I am not
convinced that the scheme would be workable. | feel that there are better ways for us to
redistribute wealth. | could name many different areas, but things such as improved
education and health services, potential subsidies for childcare provision, improved leisure
facilities, reformed welfare payments — these are the sort of areas that | feel would have more
lasting value for the community.

The wording of the Motion was slightly problematic for me in terms of | feel it would be
disingenuous for me to support the Motion today when | am not currently minded to agree
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that the Scheme should be reintroduced. However, | also feel it would be wrong to vote
against the Motion as | certainly would read any Paper produced and give a due consideration
during the budget process. So to that end, | will be abstaining from the vote, however | would
have supported a Motion calling for a Paper on options on how to achieve greater wealth
redistribution for the community as | feel this would be in a better direction for us to take.

Thank you Mr Speaker.
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. | do support the idea of giving money back to people and
I do support the Motion of considering during the budget campaign how we might
reintroduce such a thing as the Holiday Credit Scheme. | must say it came up a lot during the
election campaign and | think the majority of us thought that we would willingly look again
at this proposal. We’ve heard about all the good things and all the bad things that happened
with the last duration of this idea.

You notice in the Motion it says reintroducing the Holiday Credit Scheme (or something
similar). Something similar | suggested because | do believe passionately in giving money
back to people, but there is something about telling people they have to be culturally
ventilated or they have to use this money for travel. | love travel, but | just it feels too big
brother-ish to me, to tell people what they must do with money that we give to them. But I’m
willing to be persuaded and | hope during the discussions today and during the budget
process we will become more able to understand the options and I might come around to
saying this is purely for travel. But I’m not convinced yet.

As | said, | do believe that we should be giving back a flat rate to people. And | say that
because the options are otherwise to look at changing the tax thresholds, changing the tax
rates, but they tend to help the better off people, whereas a flat rate given to everyone no
matter how much they earn per year will proportionately help the poorer members of our
society, and | welcome everything that my Honourable colleague Leona Roberts mentioned
about the fact that we have to give back to people. I’'m not sure what she meant by
“glamping”, I’m not used to that, I’m not sure if she goes glamping or not around North Arm
area, but maybe that’s something we should look at.

I think you have to compare this in the way of giving a flat rate back to the MST saga. MST
was the exact opposite of what we are saying, MST was a means of generating money, but it
was targeted mainly at, to me it appeared, the poorest members of society. When MST came
in you paid your MST on the 1* pound you earned, there was no threshold, and so | welcome
this idea of giving a flat rate back to people and it will help the poorer members of our
society more than the wealthy.

My Honourable colleague talked about other Members who can’t be here today and one was
Mark Pollard and he has asked me if I can read out some of his thoughts and insert them into
some of the debate, clearly he can’t vote on this, but he wants his voice to be heard. And so if
I just quote from some of the letters he has sent he said:

“I believe that travel helps to develop people individual, and for the large families living on
the bread line | fear that their children will probably never see another country or even some
parts of our own. If the social aspect of this wealth distribution does not appeal then perhaps
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the potential economic benefits might. Those who choose to use the money for local travel
would help to put money into the Camp via lodges, Stanley hotels may be used more by
locals, FIGAS and the ferry will benefit as well. Those using it for international travel will be
helping us build a case for a second flight and all the potential economic benefits that come
from that.”

He goes on to say he agrees that:

“this fund might only happen when we have a surplus and we accept that”

But he also says:

“this may be an incentive for the community to take a more active interest in how our
economy is performing.”

And he finishes off by saying:

“I urge Members to support this proposal, let’s start giving something back to the people.”

And that message of giving back to the people is something | fully support. I think we will
tease this out during the process it will be very good to hear from people and this is the sort of
thing that this new Assembly wants to generate. We want to generate a discussion, we could
have done this during the budget process, we could have just done it quietly without
consultation with the public. But that’s not what we want to do, we want to try to involve the
public as much as possible in these discussions and decisions we take. And so | welcome
people phoning me or emailing me or popping in to Gilbert House and having a chat and I’m
sure all the other Members around the table will welcome that as well. And we will keep
people fully informed as we look at this during the budget round we will keep updating
people of what the proposals, how they are developing and what we might decide to do. Mr
Speaker, | do support the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Thank you. Does any other Member wish to comment? No. The option is for the Honourable
Leona Roberts to sum up. Do you wish to do that?

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you Mr Speaker, and thank you Honourable Members for your support of this Motion,
and the Honourable Stacy Bragger | absolutely accept his reasons for abstaining and fully
understand. | hope that as the process of discussing this Scheme in whatever shape it might
take moves along so that we will be able to perhaps bring him with us on this. 1 don’t believe
that it is an either or situation, | think that we can make improvements that we want to the
Falklands across the social and infrastructural commitments and that sort of thing.

I firmly believe that we can do those and give something back to the population in this way as
we’ve discussed. So | would say that that is something that we should consider that it’s not
necessarily black and white, there are a lot of shades in between. | welcome and accept the
words of caution from the Honourable Roger Edwards and | think he’s absolutely right about
the point of affordability and I would echo that and thank him for making that point. And yes,
lets keep this simple, if it becomes fantastically complicated again we will be failing so |
completely agree.

I thank all my Honourable Members for their comments, | think there were lots of valid
points in there and I’m sure that we will be thrashing this out around the table at Gilbert
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House in the months to come. | will keep my glamping habits quiet I think for the moment, |
don’t think that’s for this House, but thank you all very much. And | would invite the
Honourable Chief Executive to comment should he wish.

Mr Speaker

After the Motion has been passed.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

After the Motion, thank you Mr Speaker.
Mr Speaker

Honourable Members the Motion before the House is that this House believes that the
Holiday Credit Scheme or similar should be reintroduced in the case of a budget surplus and
that if supported calls on the Falkland Islands Government to begin the process of developing
this policy with an aim for inclusion in the upcoming budget round. Noting that the
Honourable Stacy Bragger wishes to abstain is there any other objection to passing this
Motion?

There is no objection, that Motion is carried. The Honourable Leona Roberts would you like
to continue on that?

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Yes, thank you Mr Speaker. Yes, so thank you again and | would invite the Honourable Chief
Executive to comment should he wish.

The Honourable Chief Executive

I thank the Honourable Leona Roberts for inviting me to comment on this. We will work with
Members over the next few months to develop the options around the scheme. It is important
that and I’m pleased to see in the Motion that it sets aside very clearly that this is to be
considered as part of the wider budget considerations.

The Honourable Stacy Bragger raises the issue of a whole range of other competing
priorities, and it’s important that any future decision is made in that context as part of the
process, so I’m more than happy to begin to task the team to work with Members on
developing the ideas, options and costs. Particularly the understanding of affordability and
how it might be administered and then looking indeed alongside the budget process. It is a
timely stage I think to introduce the discussion. Thank you.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you Chief Executive.
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Clerk of the Assembly
Portfolio reports, the Honourable Teslyn Barkman.
The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you Mr Speaker. With such a wide ranging portfolio I regret to inform you that this
may take some time, but there is quite a lot of good news to report as well so | think it should
make for interesting hearing as well as reading.

Starting with the Agriculture sector of Natural Resources. The Department of Agriculture has
commenced on the Calafate control programme with operations being carried out around
Stanley, Keppel Island and the Port Sussex area. Work has been progressing well, however
engaging sufficient staff remains a challenge that may require a different approach next
season.

Around Stanley, efforts have been concentrated on Wireless Ridge — namely Fairy Cove,
around the Sod Wall and Navy Point. Also from the racecourse to ICS, with a number of new
plants being identified and controlled. Previous control efforts have also been followed up
this summer, of particular note is Canopus Hill at the Stanley Airport, where no live plants
were found to be present. This is a good result for that area, with another clear year next year,
we can consider Calafate being eradicated from Canopus Hill.

Sally Poncet and Ken Passfield undertook an extensive program of survey and control of
Calafate on Keppel Island in late November and early December last year. A total 7 days
were spent on Keppel Island, during which significant progress was made. Efforts on Keppel
will continue early next season.

In the Port Sussex area, control efforts have been centred around the Cantera House, where
plants have been recorded and controlled through the use of backpack sprayers as well as the
new trailer mounted sprayer, which in good conditions means that the team can apply over
3000L of herbicide in a day.

The program remains within budget and looks complete to set all tasks this season, and a
comprehensive end of season update will be provided at the next meeting of the Agricultural
Advisory committee on that project.

From the Veterinary Department, the Senior Veterinary Officer Steve Pointing has just
finalised the details for a health certificate to permit the importation of horses from Uruguay,
which is quite exciting for people who are looking to buy horses in the future. This follows
on from having concluded certification of meat products that come in from Uruguay (some
products have already been imported) and the next task will be to sort out certification for
live pigs to be imported as well from Uruguay. It is hoped that any potential importers of
these two species will be able to bring the animals down on the MV Scout.

The Senior Veterinary Officer also attended a workshop at the World Organisation for
Animal Health (which is historically known as the acronym OIE) HQ which was in Paris at
the beginning of December. The workshop was to provide information on the operation of
World Animal Health Information System (WAHIS) which was the national focal points for
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animal disease notification to the group. And the Falkland Islands submits 2 six-monthly and
one annual report to the OIE on its animal health status. Supporting the international
agreement and the need to fight animal diseases at global level.

Moving onto Marine and Fishery. The TDF is open for business and available for use as an
additional port facility as per the press release that you would have seen recently.

FIPASS Phase Il maintenance work remains ongoing with successful completion work on the
berthing faces, remaining work continues on the less accessible vertical faces of barges.
Concerns over conditions of the Causeway Piers were highlighted in December 17 following
ongoing maintenance and sandblasting work which revealed significant visible degradation in
plating and structural supports. Investigative work to establish the significance of corrosion is
still awaiting and | thank the Honourable Barry Elsby for bringing the project up earlier in
this Assembly.

Work has been done to improve maritime safety within the port limits. And twelve
designated anchorage positions have been established in Stanley Harbour along with six
additional in Port William for the forthcoming Jigger season.

It is hoped that this will reduce the number of near misses and groundings associated with the
licensing process in delivering a more ordered and controlled process for jiggers entering,
anchoring and departing Stanley.

The Falklands Illex fishery is due to commence next month with the same number of licences
as last year: 105 jigging vessels. As noted recently in Penguin News there is a very
substantial fleet already fishing for Illex on the high seas with something approaching 400
vessels. Whilst the impact is largely unknown, there is a risk that the small Illex are being
caught early in the season which could have an adverse impact for stocks and the overall
performance of the fishery. This highlights the needs for better Regional cooperation on data
exchange on fishery.

The Calamari or “Loligo’ fishery is also due to start in late February. Following the surprise
interaction with seals in the last season, precautionary measures are in place for the
forthcoming season. All vessels are equipped with seal exclusion devices and the companies
involved in the fishery are providing 100% observer coverage to monitor any interactions.
Earlier in the year the department provided support with FPV Protegat to Dr Al Baylis of
SAERI who undertook an Island wide census of fur seals. There were noted significant
changes in population size and distribution which may be one factor for the increased
interaction with the fishery.

The new RBC/Kalamar Ltd trawler Monteferro is the latest addition to the Falklands fishing
fleet and RBC are celebrating the official arrival of the Monteferro next week. It is fantastic
thing to see the renewal of the fleet with such a modern, efficient and ‘greener’ vessel and
which represents a very substantial investment in the fishery. And the Monteferro will
commence operations with a 3 week demersal survey which studies the fisheries that live
close to the sea floor. It is intended that the Monteferro will take on the fisheries research
vessel role fulfilled successfully for many years by the Castelo.
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In Mineral Resources | am pleased to report that progress continues with the Premier Oil on
the Sea Lion development, and the project continues to advance towards the operator’s
estimated sanction decision point at the end of the year.

Sanction, as ever, remains subject to a number of external factors, but with the oil price now
touching 70 dollars a barrel in recent weeks, the picture is encouraging.

As part of the ongoing discussions between Premier and FIG, it is anticipated that the
Environmental Impact Statement or EIS for the project will shortly be released for its six-
week public consultation, and 1 would encourage all members of the public to look at least at
the non-technical summary, which at around 40 pages long and is perhaps easier to digest
than the full document, which is about 1500 pages | think. Comments from the public will
need to be submitted by early in March, and following a response period from Premier Oil,
the document will return to Executive Council for consideration.

As many will know, Premier have held some pre-consultation public presentations both in
Stanley and out in Camp, and will return once formal consultation commences, to hold
further discussions. | would also encourage people to visit the Premier office during the drop-
in sessions, as there is a significant amount of additional information and you have the
opportunity to ask questions.

Aside from this, the team at the Department of Mineral Resources has been working with
their external adviser group to review the latest draft of the Field Development Plan for the
project. And | am pleased to report that the view of officers is that the field development
plan, which outlines the technical and engineering solution for developing of the oilfield, is in
pretty good shape, and the handful of issues is still under discussion should be resolved later
in the year.

Wider engagement continues on a raft of other matters, and the Government continues to
devote a significant amount of resource towards unlocking future oil production by the end of
2018.

And working with the Minerals Department on the EIS has been Denise Blake, who we also
welcomed as the new Environmental Officer for FIG. She has been heavily involved in
continuing work by our formal Environmental Officer Nick Rendell and also is now in charge
of starting a few projects on her list. She started in January with a quite substantive working
folder and I’m pleased to report that high on that priority list as it is on the public conscious is
finding realistic and long-term Waste Management Strategies for the Falkland Islands to
adopt.

So Falkland Islands Government’s departments of Public Works and Policy — specifically the
Environmental arm of Policy - have been working on Waste Management and reduction
possibilities for the Islands using the existing capacity that we have and also finding what
more will be necessary and what will be possible.

And I’m also pleased to report that conversations have taken place with the MoD as reported
at the last Assembly and they are driving their own waste management protocols and
opportunities will subsequently hopefully be presented to tag on and increase the practicality
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of our options. MLAs are always willing to listen to the ideas and concerns from the public,
and | hope to ensure that this is something that has been taken very seriously by all of us.

But also on her job list is the Commons Ordinance which has been agreed by the previous
Assembly and is something that I think is still waiting to be officially Gazetted, but working
on that Management Plan so it can be implemented in the future is not going to be an easy
task taken by Denise, but | thank all the different stakeholders for their patience, and I’d like
to reassure them too that they will be involved in working groups to try and help structure a
resourced Management Plan and the most practical way possible.

So, it’s been a pretty exciting couple of weeks. | am also pleased to welcome Keith Knight
and Rodney Lee as the new board members for FLH. | mean it’s a really exciting time to be
part of that board with so much to be proud about and especially with the wool prices so
strong across all microns. And approximately 80% of the FLH wool clip was forward sold for
prices significantly higher than last season. And in comparison to last season the wool is
again finer. This is very good news as the stock are also reported to be in very good
condition.

So as the Camp representative for the RDS as well I am also looking forward to the East
consultation visits programmed for the 1st February at Goose Green, and the 12th at Elephant
Beach. I unfortunately missed the West trips due to the delayed Airbridge.

The Honourable lan Hansen is the Chair for the FLH board within my portfolio, and he and
the Honourable Mark Pollard, who is the Chair for the RDS and portfolio holder for the RDS,
are currently away on Public Diplomacy work in the Caribbean so that will be why they
aren’t updating on those issues as well.

So finally, with such a lot in my portfolio the Honourable Roger Edwards and | agreed last
week that the Energy part of my portfolio sits more logically with Power of the Public Works
portfolio— as environmental projects and concerns will always come back to the RDS and
Environmental arms of my portfolio where necessary. So thank you, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker
Does any Member wish to comment or raise a question on that report?
The Honourable Leona Roberts

Thank you Mr Speaker. | would thank and congratulate the Honourable Teslyn Barkman on a
very interesting portfolio report with some definite good news stories in there. Really I would
just like to make the comment that | fully support and encourage this very important work on
Waste Management. | think there is a real desire among the public to see something happen
here, and | hope that we all give our full support to this.

My only question actually is whether the Agricultural Department’s efforts to license and
allow meat product import from Uruguay is not perhaps slightly in conflict with our aims to
support and develop our local meat industry.
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The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

Thank you to the Honourable Leona Roberts for that question. So, | don’t have the detail
here, but as | suspect FIMCo have adopted a new agreement with MPC which will mean that
they will have to increase their stock as needed so having the option to import some meat in
the meantime would be a very practical obstacle to try and maintain that contract so | suspect
that is why that is an aim as well. Thank you.

Mr Speaker

Is there any other comments or questions on that report?
Clerk of the Assembly

Portfolio Report of the Honourable Stacy Bragger.

The Honourable Stacy Bragger

Thank you Mr Speaker, | am pleased this morning to provide my first portfolio report for the
Legislative Assembly. | hold the Education and Community portfolio, and hopefully I can
give a concise summary of current activities.

I begin with Education. The new school term started last week with the arrival of the new
Director of Education, Rachel Seddon, and the new Head Teacher for the Falkland Islands
Community School, Neil Appleby. | believe they are both settling in well.

This week, teaching staff gathered with colleagues from Mount Pleasant Primary School to
start the term with an informal evening of continuing professional development. Twelve
speakers offered insights, ideas, innovations and resources with the aim that teaching staff
benefit from this shared good practice. The department considers continuing professional
development to be the key to securing improving standards and outcomes across the
department. A group of middle leaders are working hard in addition to the day job by
undertaking leadership courses through the National College. Staff at the Training Centre not
only train others, but have completed some notable achievements themselves, including
Level 5, 6 & 7 qualifications.

The Training Centre has just been inspected by two City & Guild’s External Verifiers. They
inspected the systems and procedures as well as reviewing courses; the outcomes of their
report confirm that courses are being delivered well. Inspectors are keen to see the Training
Centre develop links with other colleges. The schools’ improvement partner will be visiting
early this year to review the progress of both schools and to work with Stanley House. The
self-evaluation of each unit is matched against the evidence of the progress made since the
last visit. This supports the schools and Stanley House to make progress against the actions
identified in their improvement plans. FICS results last year were excellent; comparison of
the progress made by students at GCSE would place FICS in the top third of English schools.
Of the 30 schools that achieved the same positive Progress 8 score as FICS, ten are graded by
OFSTED to be “outstanding’, and nineteen are graded as ‘good’.
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The main recruitment round for teachers is underway with the interview period beginning
next month; adverts have performed well and there has been an encouraging amount of
interest in the teaching positions. It remains a challenge to recruit and retain Learning
Support Assistants.

The department is focusing on work to develop post-16 options for all young people. In
connection with this, the careers work and work experience programmes offer young people
inspiration, advice and positive opportunities in the workplace for students. College
interviews have also taken place.

The new Childcare Advisory teacher took up her post this week; this post aims to raise
standards of childcare provision, achievement and outcomes for children in the Falklands by
supporting the improvement in the independent childcare settings. The department continues
its work to develop proposals for childcare subsidy and allocation of capital funding.

As has been raised and discussed recently, the facilities available for education are under
pressure from growing rolls at the schools and implications for teaching space in schools,
especially technical subjects at FICS such as Science. There is a need to improve
safeguarding arrangements and to improve the quality of the outdoor environments.
Meanwhile the development of the new Training Centre building is progressing.

Consideration of the results of the consultation into the Education Ordinance will shape the
final draft to be put forward. It is anticipated that this stage will be finalised within the first
half of this year. So that’s a quick run through of some of the education issues.

Moving now to the subject of sports which | am pleased to say falls in my portfolio. And
possibly the most exciting thing on the horizon is the 21st Commonwealth Games which will
be taking place from the 4th to 15th April at the Gold Coast, Australia. Of course, the
Falklands have a special connection with Commonwealth Games taking place in Australia as
the first time we sent competitors to the Games was in 1982 in Brisbane where Tony
Pettersson and Gerald Cheek competed for us.

I don’t wish to steal FIOGA'’s thunder as | believe you’ll be hearing more in the press in the
coming days about who will be competing for the Falklands, but I will say that I am pleased
to report that we will be sending a strong team across badminton and the shooting disciplines
of Air Pistol, Full Bore, Shotgun and Small Bore.

I will be honoured myself to continue the work done by previous Legislative Assembly’s and
represent the Falkland Islands at the Commonwealth Sports Ministers Conference and the
Opening Ceremony of the Games. This Assembly believes it will be an important
opportunity for the Falklands to engage with Commonwealth nations at ministerial level and
promote the Islands and our key messages.

I’d like to acknowledge the hard work put in to sending a team to the Games by the
organisers here in the Islands, particularly Andrew Brownlee. The Games will be a fantastic
chance to fly the Falklands flag on one of the biggest stages in international sport and | know
that everyone who travels to the Gold Coast will be tremendous ambassadors for the Islands.
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I took part in an interesting discussion last week on Falklands Radio about culture and
heritage which left me reflecting on what else we can do to celebrate our culture, and I’'m
giving some thought to that and perhaps we as a group can do that as well. If anyone has any
thoughts on this in the community then please get in touch with me.

Mr Speaker, those were the main current items of interest in my portfolio and that concludes
my report.

Mr Speaker

Thank you, does any Member wish to comment or raise a question on that report?

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I’d like to ask the Honourable Stacy Bragger if he could
give some idea of the timescale involved in the construction of the new training centre
building and for the all-weather sports facility, if he has an idea on those.

The Honourable Stacy Bragger

Thank you Mr Speaker. Thanks for the Honourable Member’s questions. On the all-weather
sports facility, people may have noticed some activity on the old rugby pitch where they are
currently doing some testing. There is a group, | think, who are doing some positive
contributions and moving that project forwards. | believe, | stand to be corrected by Chief
Executive or Financial Secretary, but | think we are looking at end of 2019 for the all-weather
sports facility.

On the training centre, the designs have been done and | don’t have a timescale off the top of
my head for the training centre work, but 1 will happy to get back to the Honourable Member
with that further detail.

Mr Speaker

Any other Member wish to comment or raise a question?

Clerk of the Assembly

Motion for Adjournment.

The Honourable Chief Executive

Mr Speaker, | beg to move that House stands adjourned sine die.

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman

I will keep it brief after the lengthy portfolio update that | just gave, but | was grateful for the
opportunity to update on the very broad portfolio that I do hold, and it’s certainly an

interesting and productive one. Instead, |1 would like to take this opportunity to say how
grateful we are that the Falklands have been chosen as the stop in South America for the crew
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of the Tarini. | had the pleasure of meeting 6 of the crew last night as well as the Commodore
Saxena and his wife. It struck me just the amazing tribulations they had been through on their
journey so far, it’s as exciting and challenging as it can be to circumnavigate the world. These
Officers of the Indian Navy have spent so much of their time at sea carefully plotting their
course at the mercy of the elements, and | think they experienced hurricanes along the way.
So although this isn’t the first venture to be crewed by only women, it is acknowledgeable
this is not anywhere near a common occurrence, and | think it’s important to commend the
work done by these inspiring women. And also if you get the opportunity to meet them while
they are here, they are here for 2 weeks and they will be putting on a few events as well as
attending them and going to the school and meeting people. But if you see them they are very
friendly and all welcome the opportunity to talk about what they’ve been through.

But | think it’s also important to acknowledge the work done by men who help gender
equality and 1’d like to congratulate again the Commander British Forces on his honour of
CBE, which he received in recognising the work he done for the leadership and effort he put
in to the review of women in close combat roles.

So thank you Mr Speaker, | support the Motion.
Mr Speaker

Any other Member wish to speak?

The Honourable Stacy Bragger

Mr Speaker, | don’t have a great deal to add at this stage. I’d just like to echo the comments
made earlier in the meeting about the desire from the community for us to get a grip on Waste
Management, and we have a meeting next week and I’d just like to add my full support for us
to get on and make some meaningful progress in the short term on this important issue which
I think is in the forefront of a lot of people’s minds.

Also, I’d like to echo the Honourable Teslyn Barkman’s comments about the arrival of the
Tarini. | was there on Sunday evening and it was really great to see the community going out
and welcoming the crew. As somewhat of a landlubber myself | take my hat off to them, they
are a remarkable group and I’'m sure the community will enjoy meeting with them and
learning more about their adventure. And I’m hopeful we can use this visit which | know has
a huge amount of interest in India in particular to develop the connections between the
Falklands and India.

Mr Speaker, | support the Motion.
The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. In rising to support the Motion for Adjournment I started
on coins so I’ll finish on notes. 1’d just like to make the population aware that the UK £10
note is about to be withdrawn from circulation, so that is the £1 coin, the £5 note and now the
£10 note is going out of circulation. It will be withdrawn in the UK at the beginning of March
of this year and Standard Chartered Bank will cease to accept notes after Monday 30™ April.
Samples of the new note will be available in Standard Chartered Bank should there be any
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doubt. If anyone misses these dates of course they can always go to the back door of the Bank
of England and claim their £10 from the Bank of England.

I’d also like to remind everyone that I, lan Hansen and the Honourable Jan Cheek started the
Hurricane Irma fund, disaster relief fund some four months ago and it’s coming to the end at
the end of this month. Currently, we have close to £8,000 in the account, but it will close at
the end of the month, so should anyone wish to make further contributions towards the
terrible destruction in Antigua and Barbuda and own sister Overseas Territories, then please
they have until the end of the month to put in their donations. | will then add it all up and go
to the Government to see if I can get match funding so that we can make a further
presentation to those Islands devastated by Hurricane Irma.

Finally, I too would like to say welcome to the Indian Naval sailing vessel Tarini into the
Islands. I think we’ve got good publicity already and I’m sure they are getting good publicity
as well. But | wasn’t aware until yesterday when we made all the fuss about Tarini that we’ve
also got the Jubilee sailing training vessel Tenacious coming in at either the end of
February/beginning of March depending on their success. And generally, they are crewed by
people with either physical or mental disabilities, and | understand they are coming into the
Falkland Islands, and so | hope we give them as generous a welcome as we’ve given to the
Tarini.

So Mr Speaker, | support the Motion.
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. I, too, would like to add my support and echo the
comments made by various Members of the House today in welcoming the crew of the
Tarini. As a fair weather sailor in warm waters | can’t say | envy them their trip. It’s fast
sailing in very difficult weathers and it’s the sort of thing | wouldn’t do. But they are
inspirational and I think it’s very good that they will be speaking at both the junior school,
but particularly the community school, because | think people doing those sort of jobs, people
who’ve done fantastic things, talking to our own students is very inspirational to them so |
think they will gain some benefit out of that.

Mr Speaker if you would bear with me this is the first meeting of the Assembly this year and
it’s normal at the beginning of the year to look back over things and to look forward. I’'m
perhaps a bit pessimistic, but I just over the last few days looked back at just how bad things
have been in the World in many ways. The CBF is with me here and looking back at the
devastation that has gone on fighting the ISIS or Daesh in Iraq and the RAF have been very
much involved there with Op Shader. And you look at Syria it seems inevitably out of the
news, Syria is entering this year into its seventh year of a brutal civil war where the estimate
is that half the population, 6 million people has been displaced. 1 and a half million in
refugee camps in Turkey and a million others in Germany or elsewhere. Half a million people
they estimate have been killed and really it seems to have no end. And we hear also about
Yemen, you know that’s entering its third year of civil war, many thousands of people killed
often by illegal ammunition such as cluster bombs and antipersonnel mines. They have a
cholera epidemic that is now affected 700,000 people, thousands died as I’ve said in the year.
The United Nations estimates that a quarter of those deaths are children and it continues. We
see Libya again, the Gaddafi regime was overthrown by a combination of the British and the
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French, but I’m afraid it remains a failed state and now is the avenue for many people from
sub-Saharan Africa being trafficked into Europe, and all the dangers that we’ve heard about
that. And it’s not just in the Middle East, but almost on a daily basis we hear about what’s
gone on in the way genocide and ethnic cleansing in Myanmar or Burma with about a million
Rohingya refugees now sitting on the edge of Bangladesh and really again the de facto leader
of that country, Aung San Suu Kyi, who in the 1990’s got the Nobel Peace Prize for her work
in trying to promote democracy in that country, has been definitely deafeningly silent on the
issue of Rohingya refugees, and I think that’s a shame that someone of her standing.

I think that’s enough doom and gloom Mr Speaker. The Honourable Leona Roberts talked in
this House today of what a special place the Falklands is and so, Mr Speaker, | think that
when we have difficulties in this House or in the Islands over the years to come, and we
certainly will have them, | think keeping in mind as my Honourable Colleague said, just what
a special place the Falklands is, and how lucky we are to be living here.

| support the Motion.

The Honourable Roger Spink

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. In rising to support the Motion I, too, would like to add
my welcome to the members of the yacht Tarini. They come from the largest democracy in
the world and also a member of the Commonwealth, so we would like to welcome them into
the Islands, and I’d also like to recall the Honourable Roger Edwards’ comment on the deficit
budgets that we have produced in the past, and I can assure him that this year we are taking
steps to provide a more realistic budgeting process, so that perhaps we can get nearer to
where we actually will end up at the end of the year. So, | would like to say thank you very
much and I’m looking forward to us discussing our competing interests during that budget
process.

Thank you very much.

The Honourable Leona Roberts

Yes, | think Mr Speaker you’ve all heard enough, probably far too much from me already
today, so | will keep this very brief. I will echo my Honourable Colleague’s comments on
welcoming the crew of the yacht Tarini. | do hope that they enjoy their visit to the Falklands
and again would echo the Honourable Roger Edwards’ comments about the visit of
Tenacious which I think will be a very special moment also for the Falklands.

The only thing really left for me to say is to add my public congratulations to CBF for the
recognition he received in this year’s New Year’s Honours List, well deserved absolutely.
And to say that yes, last year may not have been the best, but I hope that we look forward to a
new year with some optimism and excitement I hope for what we can achieve.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members that concludes the business for this morning.
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The House stands adjourned accordingly.
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