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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly 
Thursday 26 April 2018 

 
 
Prayers 
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Honourable Members, I bid you good morning and my usual reminder please about electronic 
equipment to be turned to silent.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Confirmation of the Record of Legislative Assembly held on 21st March 2018.  
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Honourable Members, I have before me the record of that last meeting, is it your wish that I 
sign this as a correct Record?  
 
Members of Legislative Assembly 
 
It is. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly  
 
Papers to be Laid on the Table by the Honourable Chief Executive.  
 
Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last 
sitting of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the 
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977 
 

• Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 (Amendment) Order 2018. 
 
In accordance with section 57(1) of the Finance and Audit Ordinance 1988  
 

• Falkland Islands Government Financial Statements  
• Retirement Pensions Equalisation Fund Financial Statements  
• Insurance Fund Financial Statements  
• Currency Fund Financial Statements  
• Pensions (Old Scheme) Fund Financial Statements  
• Capital Equalisation Fund Financial Statements 

 
for the year ended 30th June 2017. 
 
In accordance with section 57 of the Finance and Audit Ordinance 1988 and section 20 of the 
Falkland Islands Tourist Board Ordinance 2014 
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• The Falkland Islands Tourist Board Annual Report and Financial Statements for the 
year ended 30th June 2017. 

Mr Speaker  
 
The Honourable Chief Executive.  
 
The Honourable Chief Executive  
 
Mr Speaker, I hereby lay the aforementioned Papers on the Table. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, under Standing Order Section 41(3) I move that the Law Revision and 
Publication Ordinance 2017 (Amendment) Order 2018 be noted. 
 
This Order amends Schedule 1 of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 to 
include application to the law of the Falkland Islands of the Fishing Vessels (Code of 
Practice) Regulations 2017 (SI 2017/943).  
 
The Order accordingly also amends Schedule 1 of the Law Revision and Publication 
Ordinance 2017 to revoke the application to the law of the Falkland Islands of the Fishing 
Vessels (Safety Provisions) Rules 1975 (SI 1975/330) and the Fishing Vessels (Life-Saving 
Appliances) Regulations 1988 (SI 1988/38). 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Can I have a seconder please? 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker I second the Motion 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you, the Honourable Roger Edwards to second. Does any Member wish to speak to the 
Motion?  
 
The Motion before the House is that the Falkland Islands Law Revision and Publications 
Ordinance 2017 (Amendment) Order 2018 is noted.  
 
Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection, that Order is noted. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker,  
 
Under Standing Order section 41(3) I move that the Falkland Islands Government Financial 
Statements; Retirement Pensions Equalisation Fund Financial Statements; Insurance Fund 
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Financial Statements; Currency Fund Financial Statements; Pensions (Old Scheme) Fund 
Financial Statements; Capital Equalisation Fund Financial Statements be noted. 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, section 57(1) of the Finance and Audit Ordinance 1998 
requires that, within a period of six months after the end of each year, that financial 
statements be prepared showing fully the financial position of the Falkland Islands 
Government. The Ordinance also requires independent auditors to report to the Financial 
Secretary on the examination and audit of the financial statements, and these documents be 
laid before the Legislative Assembly at the next meeting of the Legislative Assembly. 
 
The principle aim of these statements is to demonstrate the stewardship of public funds.  
 
The external auditors, Mazars, have prepared their audit completion report which was 
submitted to the Standing Finance Committee on 21st March. Mazars have confirmed that 
they will be issuing, once again, an unqualified audit report effectively giving a ‘clean bill of 
health’ to last year’s finances.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Can I have a seconder please for that Motion? 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you, the Honourable Roger Edwards to second.  
 
Does any Member wish to speak to that Motion?  
 
Honourable Members, the Motion is that the statements as listed be noted. Is there any 
objection to passing that Motion?  
 
There is no objection, those statements are noted.  
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger. 
 
Mr Speaker, 
 
Under Standing Order section 41(3) I move that the Falkland Islands Tourist Board Annual 
Report and Financial Statements be noted. As you would expect, these documents outline the 
Tourist Board’s activities in the past year and its financial position.  
 
It has been an important year for the Tourist Board as it has been the first year that the 
Tourism Development Strategy has been implemented. Good progress has been made in 
meeting its delivery aims, with 55% of them completed. The Tourism Development Strategy 
will be revisited in due course to see if new targets should be introduced.  
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Other notable activities have been the launch of the Tourist Board’s new website, and the 
launch of its new digital marketing strategy.  
 
Regarding staffing at the Tourist Board, they now have a full team which is good news and 
recently have seen the arrival of Julie Sloan, who is the Government’s new Tourism 
Development Specialist, who is working with the Tourist Board to help drive projects 
forward.  
 
On financial matters, Mazars were reappointed as auditors and issued an unqualified report. 
Their audit completion report did not identify any high or medium risk in internal controls.  
 
To speak more generally now about the tourism industry, it has been a very successful 
summer season and it’s always impressive to see the sector pushing forward to develop what 
it offers to our visitors. I always sense a real pride with those involved in the industry and 
being able to show off these Islands to visiting tourists, who will then return home and spread 
the word about the Falklands. Next year there will be the possibility of new opportunities for 
the sector which we will work to deliver and, as always, there are challenges which we need 
to address.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you, can I have a seconder for that Motion? 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard 
 
Mr Speaker I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard to second, does any Member wish to speak to that Motion? 
 
No, the Motion before the House is that the Falkland Islands Tourist Board Annual Report 
and Financial Statements are noted.  
 
Is there any objection to passing that Motion? No objection, those reports are noted.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Questions for Oral response. 
 
Question number 10 of 2018 by the Honourable Ian Hansen. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, 
 
Could the Honourable Barry Elsby please inform this House what steps have been taken in 
the first months of this Assembly reference the improvement of radio coverage in the Camp, 
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and is he also able to clarify what was budgeted for in last year’s budget; how has that been 
spent, or has it been spent at all, on improvements? 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
I would like to thank my Honourable friend for his question. I appreciate that he had portfolio 
responsibility for this service in the last Assembly, but it might be helpful to this House, and 
the public at large, if I summarise the recent history of the Camp radio system. 
 
In 2013 the Government signed a contract for provision, installation and management of a 
new FM radio network in Camp. This included installation of FM transmitters in Stanley, 
with UHF telemetry and control equipment on remote sites and the Falkland Islands Radio 
studio. Transmitters were installed to fill gaps in coverage on the East and West Falklands. 
The existing BFBS radio broadcasting services were to be supported on this network. Main 
transmitters were installed at Mount William, Mount Sussex, Mount Alice, Byron Heights 
and Mount Kent. This contract has now been completed and there is now a management 
agreement in place for the repair and maintenance of the FM system and the medium wave 
infrastructure.  
 
Due to problems of poor radio reception in a number of areas, a programme of infill 
transmitters was initiated for large and small settlements across Camp. Large settlement infill 
transmitters have been installed at Port Howard, Fox Bay and North Arm; small farm infill 
transmitters have been installed at Moss Side, Harps Farm, Bleaker Island, Salvador, Port 
Edgar, Saunders Island, Douglas, Chartres and Pebble Island.  
 
Following customer’s surveys and feedback, further gaps in service were identified and 
additional small infill transmitters were ordered for Speedwell Island, Elephant Beach, Teal 
River and Teal Inlet. Surveys are being conducted in these locations and the infill transmitters 
should be installed within the next few months. It is also planned to install infill transmitters 
in the following places by the end of this winter those being Boundary Farm, Leicester Creek, 
South Harbour and West Point.  
 
We are working with Falkland Islands Radio to obtain customer feedback on reception across 
the Islands again. We are also considering the replacement of the medium wave transmitter 
located at Mount William. This transmitter is beyond the end of its economic life and an 
upgrade of the transmitter with greater power output should significantly improve reception 
across Camp and the road networks. A full proposal will come to MLAs in due course, 
seeking funds for the work. 
 
Mr Speaker, the additional infill transmitters’ project is a relatively short-term solution to 
resolving poor radio reception across the Falkland Islands and was not part of the 2013 plan. 
Later this year we will be undertaking the review to determine if the current infrastructure 
provides the best long-term solution for Camp, or if we need to look for alternatives.  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 
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I thank my Honourable colleague for that detailed answer and I am pleased to hear that things 
are still hopefully moving forward.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any supplementary questions? No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question number 11 of 2018 by the Honourable Roger Spink. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
Can the Honourable Ian Hansen please advise what the consequences of the recently passed 
‘Opt-out' Organ Donation Bill in the UK will be for patients being treated in the UK? Is there 
a risk those who are strongly against donation could get caught in a loophole? 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
I thank the Honourable Roger Spink for his question. I am in a rather ironic situation here 
where the response actually comes from the Honourable Roger Spink’s own directorate, so if 
there are any supplementary questions he may have to refer to himself! 
 
I would like to thank the Statute Law Commissioner, Rosalind Cheek, for this response. She 
says ‘I have briefly looked at the bill, and there is a website address 
publications.parliament.uk, and I note that it exempts from the effect of the legislation any 
person who has died and who had not been ordinarily resident in England for a period of at 
least twelve months immediately before dying. This means that the legislation as currently 
proposed would probably not apply to most Falkland Islanders in the UK for the purposes of 
receiving medical treatment in England because they would unlikely to be classed as 
‘ordinarily resident’ whilst in the UK for these purposes’.  
 
Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
I would like to thank my Honourable colleague Ian Hansen for his reply and my directorate 
for their advice. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to raise a supplementary question? No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motions; Motion number 6 of 2018 by the Honourable Roger Spink.  
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This House approves the recommendations of the report of the Statute Law Commissioner for 
the month of April 2018 submitted under section 25 of the Law Revision and Publication 
Ordinance 2017. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
This is the monthly report by the Statute Law Commissioner and you will note that their 
recommendation is that no change be made to the law of the Falkland Islands as a result of 
the Statute Law Commissioner’s report.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
To be seconded by the Attorney General. 
 
Attorney General 
 
Mr Speaker I second the Motion.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you, does any Member wish to speak to that Motion? No.  
 
The Motion before the House is that the House approves the recommendation of the report of 
the Statute Law Commissioner for the month of April 2018 submitted under section 25 of the 
Law Revision and Publications Ordinance 2017. 
 
Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection, it is therefore resolved 
by the Legislative Assembly on this 26th day of April that the recommendations of the Statute 
Law Commissioner submitted to the Legislative Assembly under section 25 of the Law 
Revision and Publications Ordinance 2017 are approved and that no change should be made 
to the law of the Falkland Islands as a result of the Statute Law Commissioner’s report.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motion number 7 of 2018 by the Attorney General. 
 
This House approves the recommendations of the Report of the Attorney General submitted 
to the Legislative Assembly under section 15(4) of the Law Revision and Publications 
Ordinance 2017. The Assembly recommends that the Governor makes an order in the form, 
or in a similar form, to the Order annexed to the Report and the defects in the Statute Law 
Database should be rectified accordingly.  
 
Attorney General 
 
Mr Speaker I move the Motion. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you, and seconded by the Honourable Roger Spink. 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you very much, does any Member wish to speak to that Motion? No. 
 
The Motion before the House is that this House approves the recommendation of the Report 
of the Attorney General submitted to the Legislative Assembly under section 15(4) of the 
Law Revision and Publications Ordinance 2017, and the Assembly recommends that the 
Governor makes an order in the form, or in similar form, to the order annexed to that Report 
and that the defects in the Statute Law Database should be rectified accordingly.  
 
Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection, that Motion is carried.  
 
It is therefore resolved that the Report of the Attorney General submitted to the Legislative 
Assembly under section 15(4) of the Law Revision and Publications Ordinance 2017 is 
approved, and that the Assembly recommends that the Governor makes an order in the form, 
or in similar form, to the order annexed to that Report, and that the defects in the Statute Law 
Database should be rectified accordingly. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio Reports: The Honourable Leona Roberts. 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
This is my first portfolio report to this House and I’m afraid it will be quite lengthy so I hope 
you are sitting comfortably. Although I have been pretty brutal in my editing, I do feel I must 
do my best to do justice to the work of the departments which fall within the Public 
Protection portfolio.  
 
I thank the Acting Director of Emergency Services and all those officers who provided 
information towards this report, and apologise in advance for any area where my summary 
may fall short.  
 
I have primarily focused today on the operations of the sections within my portfolio, but 
would point out that there are areas right across the board where investment may well be 
required in the future. In some cases we will need to consider capital bids and others, there 
will be a case for support through the operational budget, but I hope that this Assembly will 
never allow our Emergency Services to become depleted or to struggle to meet the needs of 
our community. 
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I will start with Emergency Services administration.  
 
Mr Speaker, in September last year the Director of Emergency Services left the Islands and 
unfortunately, his successor decided to cut short his contract after only a few short weeks in 
post. Since this time the Chief Fire Officer, Gardner Fiddes, has stepped up to fill the role of 
Acting Director, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank him for taking on these 
considerable responsibilities in addition to his role at Fire and Rescue.  
 
The process of recruiting for the position of Director of Emergency Services is ongoing, but 
in the meantime the office has continued to support the functions of the Emergency Services, 
working with departments on such matters as the Police Improvement Plan, the FIDF 
Review, Operation Cinnamon, and Aviation Security, to name just a few.  
 
A project to improve the Silver Command facility in the FIDF classroom is, I’m told, almost 
complete and the Major Incident Plan has been updated. 
 
Moving to the Royal Falkland Islands Police; the RFIP is currently working through a 
Performance Improvement Plan. This plan is derived from a 2016 report undertaken by a UK 
policing advisor and is made up of 64 actions. 34 of these are complete and work is ongoing 
on those still outstanding. The tasks associated with each action vary, and some will have 
financial implications. For example, the IT system at the Police Station is very old and in 
need of replacement. Others relate more to building capacity within the force and these too 
will have resource implications. 
 
In recent months, the police have delivered a number of locally-run training programmes 
including Crime Scene Investigation, Child Safeguarding, Officer Safety Training, Weapons 
Handling, and use of Body Worn Cameras. I, myself, have been involved in with what you 
might call training and have held a couple of sessions sharing personal experiences from 
1982. This came about as a result of a desire that officers new to the Islands should better 
understand the continuing impact of the war on the local population.  
 
Operationally, the RFIP continue to be very busy, dealing with a broad range of incidents and 
investigations which, for obvious reasons, I will not go into here but notably include the 
initial enquiry into the explosion at FIPASS, the deaths of two fishermen at sea and the 
deportation of an individual after an investigation into the possession of indecent images of 
children. 
 
The RFIP continue to work closely with other Government departments and, for example, in 
the past quarter engaged in sixteen strategy meetings with the Department of Social Services.  
 
Operation Cinnamon is currently going through a transitional phase which will soon see it 
incorporated into routine police operations. Currently the focus remains very much on 
managing 11 cases which are at various stages of progression through the criminal justice 
system. 
 
Recent funding will allow the RFIP to rebuild its Criminal Investigation Department (CID), a 
function which has been diminished in recent times. Also, as part of the improvement process 
the RFIP are currently working with the Education Department on a proposal which should 
see the responsibility for driving lessons and tests transferred to the Training Centre. 
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Officers continue to work with the community on a daily basis and, among other events, were 
pleased to attend the recent Careers Fair and assist with the Stanley Marathon. The hope is to 
continue to increase community engagement in the future and there is also a drive to increase 
local recruitment.  
 
Fire and Rescue Service; training remains high on the agenda for the Fire and Rescue 
department and from July to the start of April more than 100 hours of training were delivered 
to retained staff. A Recruits Training Programme is now underway and should see a new 
batch of retained officers brought into the fold. This will be completed at the end of June.  A 
significant investment has been made into the continuing development of full-time staff with 
Vicky Collier, Gene Berntsen and Gerard Jaffray all attending overseas courses as well as 
undertaking Management and Teaching courses provided by the Training Centre.  
 
The Fire and Rescue Service have also delivered training themselves, providing fire 
extinguisher and fire warden courses to FIG and to private sector companies. This section 
continues to engage with other departments and agencies as much as possible to share 
information and to provide guidance, and continues its long tradition of strong community 
engagement. 
 
Customs and Immigration; in this section work continues in an effort to bring into effect 
the revised Immigration policies, procedural arrangements and supporting legislation. I am 
told it may take a couple more months to complete the principal considerations of this 
complex work. The service is continuing with the development of an electronic customs 
clearance system for vessels using our ports. During the coming months the intention is to 
reformat the documentation being filed and for the system to then be extended on a phased 
basis to most shipping categories.  
 
The service has also been participating in the ongoing revision of the Falkland Islands 
Maritime legislation, in particular provisions relating to Falklands registered vessels. Work to 
modernise immigration control systems at Mount Pleasant is ongoing – there have been 
connection and integration difficulties with the machine-readable passport scanning 
equipment, but it is hoped these problems will be resolved before the end of this financial 
year. 
 
Following several years of staff shortages, the Customs and Immigration service is now fully 
staffed and this is allowing for progress on the back log of internal administrative work.  
 
Close working arrangements between the service and the Biosecurity Officer have, I’m told, 
ensured good control and management of imports that may pose biosecurity threats. 
However, the need to inspect increasing amounts of permitted fruit and other biosecurity risk 
items has had a negative impact on the examination of luggage for prohibited or restricted 
goods, and officers are looking for ways to address this particular issue.  
 
I was asked to mention the continuing assistance of the RAF Joint Service Police which is 
greatly appreciated. Their Drug Search dog team attends the majority of incoming flights and 
also regularly undertake examinations of incoming freight and mail and the inspection of 
visiting ships.  
 
The Immigration section has processed 1,238 permit applications, I thought you might enjoy 
a statistic to keep you going there; 13 permanent resident permits have been issued and a 
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further 16 applications will be considered in May. 17 Falkland Islands status certificates have 
also been issued this financial year. 
 
As the major revenue generating department within the Public Protection portfolio, it is good 
to be able to say that indications are that the target of more than £3.5 million should be 
achieved in this financial year; thanks in part to a good cruise ship season and greater than 
expected embarkation tax revenue.  
 
Turning now to Her Majesty’s Prison Service. Staff training and development continues as 
well as in-house programmes, all staff recently received training from UK Prison Service 
‘Use of Force’ instructor. Recent work also includes core skills training for partners in the 
Police, Fire and Rescue, and Social Services which I am told went extremely well.  
 
It is reported that all business plan objectives have been achieved with the exception of a 
recommendation relating to the Probation Service, and work continues in this area. 
 
Public Protection and risk management have been enhanced due to the introduction of the 
new targeted licensing conditions for prisoners upon their release date. HMP is also setting 
up a series of ‘Our Interventions’ for all prisoners within its remit of Offending Behaviour 
delivery.  
 
HMP continues to provide basic education for prisoners and has recently introduced a course 
in welding. They are also pleased to have initiated a project to provide further education and 
courses via a secure online learning centre based in the prison. 
 
The Prison Service has also initiated a ‘Fresh for the Future’ campaign, working with FIDC 
and Stanley Growers. This plans to manage a polytunnel and produce vegetables and soft 
fruit for those in Sheltered Accommodation, or registered as vulnerable. HMP expect to 
construct and prepare the tunnel in the next couple of months.  
 
February saw the first work placement temporary release; this initiative is in line with the 
new Prison Ordinance and appropriate risk assessments, and I am told is also working well.  
 
On a personal note, I know that is something of concern to a number of residents is the lack 
of shelter for visitors to Her Majesty’s Prison. I am told this work will soon be underway -  
HMP have received drawings and planning permission and submitted requests for costings, 
so I do hope we will see that in place before the weather turns bad again. 
 
Now the FIDF; the Officer Commanding the Falkland Islands Defence Force, Major Pete 
Biggs, has recently returned to the Islands after considerable time overseas due to 
compassionate reasons. He has remotely managed the OC position with assistance from 
Captain Andy Brownlee and Captain Derek Clark. WO2 Paul Watson has managed the daily 
operation of the FIDF during his absence. All are to be thanked for their efforts in making 
this arrangement work.  
 
The FIDF have also recently welcomed a new permanent Staff Instructor. 
 
Routine training continues with an average turnout of approximately 15 reservists per training 
session. Some junior NCO’s are currently undergoing training to gain range qualifications 
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and ‘Skill at Arms’ qualifications. Two exercises were completed towards the end of last 
year, the latter being a live firing exercise.  
 
As Members are aware, the FIDF have for some time been undergoing a review, this is now 
nearing completion and I am sure we will all look forward to seeing the recommendations 
that stem from this, and that we will support the FIDF as they progress into the future.  
 
Mr Speaker, while it is certainly not for me to give any kind of report on Ministry of Defence 
matters, my portfolio does extend to the relationship with Her Majesty’s Forces at Mount 
Pleasant and so I will touch on some recent highlights and thank the Commander of British 
Forces for sharing this.  
 
In March, “Atlantic Legacy” - the largest battlefield study since 1982 - saw 27 veterans of the 
war including such notables as General Sir Mike Rose, General Sir Cedric Delves and 
Commodore Michael Clapp, visit the Islands. This study group was led by General Patrick 
Sanders, the current Commander Field Army, and I am told that the General would like to 
pass his thanks on to all Falkland Islanders for making him and all those who accompanied 
him to the Islands on this trip so welcome. Personally, I was devastated to have missed the 
opportunity to speak with this group, but I am very happy to have heard the positive reports 
that came out of it.  
 
“RAF 100” was celebrated with a parade and what I believe a very impressive fly-by 
particularly given, what sounded like, appalling weather conditions. The Brigadier tells me he 
was delighted so many families from Stanley and MPA attended the event. The star of the 
show was undoubtedly the new A400M, an impressive aeroplane which further demonstrates 
UK commitment to defend the Falklands. The day’s events were concluded with a superb 
dinner for 250 attended by MLA Barkman, with the Governor as Guest of Honour, and which 
I also missed. I missed everything while I was away!  
 
“RAF 100” was also an opportunity to say farewell to the Hercules C130, callsign ‘Albert’. 
This aircraft has seen unbroken service in the South Atlantic since 1982 and was initially the 
only airbridge from Ascension to the Falklands and some, like me, may remember actually 
flying on that aircraft. The Hercules patrol to South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands 
conducted fishery patrols and offered long-range search and rescue. Most recently used in the 
search for the Argentine submarine ‘San Juan’, but also delivered many medical and 
compassionate cases and I am confident in saying that it is an aircraft that will always be 
remembered with affection by Islanders.  
 
I am told the MPC recycling capability is moving closer and the sullage plant is now up and 
running. Cardboard and glass crushers will be delivered shortly and once again there will be 
capacity to serve the Islands, and I believe conversations are ongoing in this area.  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I really am quite proud to hold the portfolio for Public 
Protection and to have the opportunity to speak for such a group. I sincerely thank the 
officers and staff across this portfolio for their continuing hard work and commitment, and 
would actually particularly like to highlight the dedication of the men and women who serve 
our community as reserve police officers, retained firefighters, defence force reservists and 
customs bank staff. These services could not operate without these volunteers and they really 
must be thanked for the willingness to give up their, what could be, leisure time to don 
respective uniforms. 
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Finally, thank you Mr Speaker and Honourable Members for your patience here today in 
what was quite a lengthy report, but I hope that there has been something in there of interest 
to you. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Members wish to comment or raise a question on that report? 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, 
 
I would like to thank my Honourable colleague for a very full and detailed report. I share her 
concern about the lack of local people involved in the police department here, and I would 
like to express my support for the willingness to try to get people involved.  
 
Is there going to be any special campaign to try to make people aware of the positions and 
actually get out there and try and recruit rather than just put an advert in the Penguin News? 
 
The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
I would like to thank my Honourable colleague for that question and those supportive 
comments.  
 
Yes, I was speaking to the Chief Police Officer yesterday and he is very keen to begin a 
campaign aimed squarely at the local population. He is, I believe today, going to be talking 
with FITV. They are also looking at how they can make the printed advertisements more 
interesting and appealing to our local population. I think we are all really keen to see that 
function of the RFIP develop and I am sure we will all give our support. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to comment or raise a question? No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio Report: The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
The Honourable Roger Spink  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
I shall begin my portfolio report with the Legal and Regulatory areas. 
 
Civil Aviation; the Civil Aviation team are continuing their ongoing work to audit the 
activities of FIGAS, Stanley Airport and the British Antarctic Survey and their periodic 
inspections of all Camp airstrips. This is to ensure compliance with legal requirements which 
are there in an effort to ensure safety. A good working relationship exists and issues 
identified are addressed.  
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As well as their routine regulatory audit programme, the department works with various other 
FIG colleagues and external stakeholders providing advice on a broad range of aviation 
matters. In recent months they have been involved with the Stanley Airport development 
project. They have advised on the regulatory requirements for visiting foreign aircraft and 
have participated in various FIG and MOD meetings about aviation security, search and 
rescue services, and aviation safety.  
 
In February, the department welcomed John Rowland who has joined the team as their new 
Technical Assistant. 
 
Communications Regulator; the Communications Regulator continues her work to develop 
the regulatory framework. Members will be aware that there is currently a review of the use 
of the radio spectrum. Once the review of radio spectrum has been completed, the Regulator 
will be considering Spectrum licences and will make a series of recommendations on 
Spectrum management. The intention of this work is to meet the requirements of the 
Communications Ordinance.  
 
Work is also ongoing to review the price cap information submitted by Sure. Sure met the 
price cap obligations in 2016. The data for 2017 was submitted on time at the start of April. 
The Regulator is now going through the process of assessing the submission for compliance 
and will report on this once the process has been concluded. Sure have submitted their 
comments on the Customer Satisfaction survey, and the Regulator is working through the 
details with a view to publishing the results in due course by the end of May. This has gone 
beyond the original plan for the publication. This is the first time that the survey has been 
undertaken and, as it will be used in future years to form the baseline, the format in which the 
results are published has to be clear. There is a large volume of results that need to be 
considered and presented. The Regulator has initiated a discussion with authorities in St 
Helena/Ascension to explore opportunities for information sharing and collaboration. The 
Regulator meets regularly with Sure to discuss the 2G and 4G upgrade which is progressing 
well.  
 
Registry; the Registrar General is in the process of finalising the annual canvass, and the 
updated Electoral Register should be ready for the Gazette on the 1st May 2018. I would like 
to thank all those who completed and returned their forms, it is very important to maintain an 
accurate register. For those who didn’t return their forms the Registrar General, if not 
already, will be sending you a letter with a registration form for you to complete and return if 
you would like to be considered to be registered as an elector. You can apply to be considered 
to go on the Register at any time, just contact the Registrar General and she will send you a 
form.  
 
All major life events are covered by the activities of the Registrar General; births, deaths and 
marriages are registered and marriages are conducted. Other matters covered by the Registrar 
General include matters relating to companies, patents and land transactions. The Registrar 
General does her best to ensure that all registrations and requests for information are dealt 
with efficiently and to a high standard.  
 
The Government Legal Service; the Government Legal Service is now up to full capacity in 
terms of legal staff and continues to support the work of Government, working with all other 
Government departments. Crown Counsel (Prosecution) supports the Royal Falkland Islands 
Police by advising during investigations and by making charging decisions and, as 
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appropriate, undertaking prosecutions. Among a wide range of criminal cases, several high 
profile prosecutions have been brought to trial in recent months. Advice is also provided on 
Criminal Law and procedure.  
 
In relation to Safeguarding, Crown Counsel (Civil and Safeguarding) is supporting the work 
of the Social Services team in relation to safeguarding children and vulnerable adults and also 
in policy development. Progressing new legislation on adult safeguarding and fostering, she 
is also reviewing processes for the collection of Government debts. 
 
Crown Counsel (Lands and Contracts) advises in relation to all significant contracts entered 
into by the Government, with the aim of ensuring that the interests of the Government and the 
Falkland Islands are best protected. In addition, she supports the Lands Committee by 
advising on a full range of property transactions. 
 
The Legislative Drafting team have a busy programme of work, to translate new policies into 
legislation which is clear and unambiguous and is capable of standing the test of time. In 
recent months this has included work in relation to the fostering and care of children and 
wider Family Law reform, maritime legislation, nurseries regulation, implementation of the 
Commons Ordinance, and changes to immigration and education legislation.  
 
In addition to supporting Crown Counsel and the legislative drafters in their respective roles, 
the Head of Legal Services has advised on a number of regulatory and contractual litigation 
and legislative matters, and general legal issues.  
 
The Statute Law Commissioner; after a period covering a number of other roles, the Statute 
Law Commissioner has resumed her work regarding the publication of the Laws of the 
Falklands, the revision of those laws and reviewing UK enactments. The Commissioner first 
updated the Statute Law database as a matter of priority and resources should now allow this 
to be kept up to date at all times as originally envisaged. The report concerning minor 
corrections needed to the database is on the Order Paper for this meeting. The first report on 
changes to UK law with potential relevance to the Falkland Islands was submitted in March, 
with regular reports to follow. The Commissioner is now focusing on formulating a 
programme for law revision, which will be the subject of consultation and will then be put 
before this Assembly in the coming months.  
 
I will now move on to Government services.  
 
Human Resources case work and recruitment continue to draw on available resources; 
however work is underway on the development of a new recruitment platform that will lead 
to a significant reorganisation of the recruitment process. The new system will be tested in 
May and early June before going live from 1st July. The system will significantly enhance the 
online presence of the Government in relation to recruitment, enabling vacancies to be 
promoted swiftly to a global audience in a far more cost-effective and efficient way. 
Although the established paper-based application forms will remain available, as this is a key 
feature of local recruitment, the new process offers local applicants greater choice in the route 
which they take when making an application. For overseas applications the online process 
will become the main application tool. The functionality of the new recruitment platform will 
also enable the rationalisation of the HR processes associated with recruitment and therefore 
release officer capacity which can be refocused on to other key HR activities which will 
contribute to the continuous improvement of the service.   
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The planned HR development work over the past four months has been reprogrammed due 
mainly to the availability of officer time due to the need to deal with the reactive case work 
that has developed over this period. This position can be recovered over the coming months 
as the new Senior HR Advisor will be taking up post in May 2018. This post has been 
established for two years to specifically support the development and implementation of HR 
policies and procedures and associated training activities.  A number of chapters within the 
Management Code have already been subject to review, with revised policies and procedures 
within Chapter 2 ‘Equal Opportunities’, Chapter 3 ‘Health and Safety’, Chapter 4 ‘Conduct, 
Capability and Discipline’ have been developed. These documents have formed the basis of 
work place consultation, and further consultation taking place over the coming months. The 
additional HR post will enable this significant body of work to progress within a reasonable 
time frame. The HR Director will follow a phased approach in presenting the revised 
documents for approval. Once approved, a structured training programme for managers and 
staff will ensure all are appropriately trained or briefed on the revised policies and procedures 
and associated guidance notes that are also being developed.  
 
Other elements of the Management Code are under development and will follow the same 
structured approach to ensure we have a Management Code and associated guidance for 
managers and staff that supports a robust employer / employee relationship.  
 
FIGO; Sukey Cameron and her staff continue to do sterling work, raising the awareness of 
the Islands in the UK, assisting medical patients, and visitors to the Islands.  
 
The Treasury portfolio report. The Treasury team comprises of four functional areas. These 
are finance, tax, pensions and internal audit. This portfolio report is the first one on the 
Treasury that I have made, and I would like to update you with the following. 
 
Finance; the focus on the finance team has been preparation for the 18/19 budget. The budget 
process is proceeding well and the Appropriation Bill is planned to be presented to the 
Legislative Assembly on the 29th May. There have been a series of Budget Select Committee 
meetings that I have attended, along with other MLAs – I think we have got another one this 
afternoon - and Directors within FIG have also attended. We have had positive discussions 
about how to invest in the future development of the Falkland Islands, whilst maintaining 
financial stability and long-term planning.  
 
We have challenged managers and Treasury staff this year on the realism of budget estimates 
for income. There has been additional work undertaken this year to help underpin the 
assumptions made around areas such as taxation receipts and investment income. The latest 
forecast long-term financial plans surplus for the year of £33.949 million against a budgeted 
out-turn for 17/18 of £1.8 million deficit shows the importance of getting these key 
assumptions right, and we will be looking to refine our methods of estimating future years’ 
income based on next year’s actuals.  
 
Constantly fed forecasting deficit budgets and then delivering sizeable surpluses whilst being 
prudent suppresses the willingness of politicians to take investment decisions required for the 
future growth of the economy. Economic forecasting over the long-term still needs some 
work by the Policy Unit to better predict our ability to grow the economy.  
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On the spending side, the ambitious Capital Spending proposals when agreed will be 
monitored on an overall programme basis, involving both the Director of Central Services 
and the Director of Public Works.  
 
For the time being there is probably not too much more to add about the 18/19 budget process 
other than to say that I am impressed by the level of engagement and commitment 
demonstrated by staff at all levels throughout FIG, and look forward with some optimism to 
the outcome of our deliberations.  
 
Each month I chair the monthly Standing Finance Committee meetings. Andy Francis and 
Elaine Pattison are continuing to develop the financial report that we as MLAs receive so that 
we can have an overall perspective on both the financial health of FIG, and also in-year 
progress on areas, such as capital projects. In addition, we need to be better able to report on 
the FIG balance sheet. For example, the breakdown of debts owed to FIG. On that matter I 
would like to add that there is some joint work taking place between Treasury and PWD to 
make sure the rents and service charges records are as up to date and accurate as possible.  
 
Housing debt is an issue and the money tied up could otherwise be used elsewhere. We will 
be working on debts in all areas of FIG to ensure if individuals can pay it is collected on time. 
Treasury is working collaboratively with various FIG departments in order to ensure that 
Government debtors are managed effectively.  
 
As you know a key balance sheet strength of FIG is that we have substantial investments. At 
the Standing Finance Committee meeting on 21st February it was reported that the total value 
of FIG investment had increased to over £371 million as at 31st December 2017. This is a £34 
million increase since 30th June 2017. The increase is in part due to investment growth and 
also the addition of £25 million of investments in October 2017. This additional £25 million 
can be attributed to the corporation tax receipt of September 2017.  
 
Since December, we have had reports that the investments have dropped slightly – this is a 
result of some corrections to the investment markets. There is no direct or immediate cause 
for concern, but acts as a reminder that the Falkland Islands fortunes are linked to the global 
economy. 
 
In February we met our fund managers from Sarasin. Monthly Investment Reports are 
received from Sarasin and Newton, and these are reviewed at the monthly Standing Finance 
Committee meetings.  
 
We have had a visit from Andrew McCrae of Callund Consulting, who provides an actuarial 
assessment of the Retirement Pension Fund. Andrew briefed MLAs on options for ensuring 
the long term financial stability of the Retirement Pension Fund, and his recommendations 
about ensuring an ongoing lump sum funding commitment by FIG are being considered as 
part of the 2018/19 budget process. 
 
The FIG 2016/17 financial audit was concluded and Mazars, the external auditors, issued a 
favourable external audit report which recognised the good work completed by the financial 
accounting team. The Financial Accounts have been laid before Legislative Assembly today.  
 
The Finance part of the Treasury team is now fully staffed. 
 

The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 26 April 2018 

21 



Taxation; the Taxation Office has been busy. In late February, FIG published a consultation 
document proposing changes to the taxation of companies within the oil ringfence. The aim 
of the proposals is to ensure that risks to the Exchequer are managed in a targeted and clear 
way and that the tax regime supports investment in hydrocarbon development. The 
consultation closed on Friday 6th April and the office is now reflecting upon the responses 
received for an ExCo decision paper in 2018. 
 
Claire Ralph, Head of Tax, has held three meetings so far with the Falkland Islands Chamber 
of Commerce as part of a smaller consultation on the tax issues that should support the 
Economic Development Strategy and new Islands Plan. This consultation is important to 
ensure FIG listen and work with the private sector to increase long term investment in the 
Falkland Islands. I have attended a number of meetings myself and am impressed at the level 
of open and straightforward discussion. I am hopeful that the proposals that come out of this 
process will be clear, consistent, easy to administer, and strengthen our economy further. 
 
I would like to report that the Tax Office has worked with KEMH to ensure that staff at the 
hospital that are paid through agencies, are fairly treated in tax terms and on the same basis 
compared to other workers in the Falkland Islands. I welcome the close collaboration 
between two FIG departments and a solution to an outstanding issue being identified. 
 
The FIG Tax Office has been very fortunate to have had Annie Bailey working as Company 
Taxation Officer for the past six years. Annie’s technical skills, her willingness to share 
knowledge and calm manner will be greatly missed. I am pleased to welcome Rebecca Rees 
who joined us at the end of March from HMRC in the UK, and it was very useful that there 
has been a handover period of a month between the two postholders. For now though, we 
wish Annie and her husband Peter Young well for the future. 
 
Due to internal promotion within the office and other staff moving across to roles in the wider 
Treasury Directorate, the Tax Office has recruited three new staff in early 2018 and the office 
is now fully staffed in time for this busy processing period. 
 
As of 11 April, 2,300 personal tax returns for 2017 have been issued, the vast majority of 
which were sent out at the beginning of March - 646 of these have been returned by taxpayers 
on or before 11 April and are now being processed. 46% (299) of these were completed or 
queried within 4 weeks of receipt. 
 
On corporation tax, a number of assessments that have been outstanding for a long period 
have recently been issued and cases brought up to date, and there has been a net reduction in 
the non-oil corporation tax cases outstanding of 30 since the last portfolio report in October. 
Recent efforts have brought up to date a number of major corporate groups and gives local 
companies the certainty of their tax liabilities. We thank them for responding to the queries 
raised by FIG Taxation officers to finalise these assessments. 
 
Receipts collected in the Financial Year 2017/18 to date totalled £34 million in corporation 
tax and £7 million in income tax. This was not driven by oil exploration and reflects the 
healthy profits made by the private sector in an exceptional fishing season. 
 
Pensions; Diana and Kristy in the Pensions Office lead the administration of both the 
Retirement Pension Fund and FIPS. The Pensions team are available to help with your 
queries, including ways that members of FIPS can access their statements online, how to 
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make voluntary contributions into RPC, and information on ways to save for your retirement. 
We would encourage everyone in the community to consider how they are providing for their 
retirement. 
 
Internal Audit; I would like to welcome Philip Honeybone as Chief Internal Auditor to the 
Islands. Already Philip has looked at ways to make sure that audit recommendations are 
prioritised for action. In addition, Internal Audit has been looking at the most effective way to 
get risk management embedded within FIG, and also to continue working with the PAC. 
 
Currency; Finally, I am pleased to announce there is now a third Currency Commissioner. 
Rhian Burgess is keen to work alongside the existing two Commissioners to ensure that the 
Currency Ordinance 1987 is complied with, and that there is a plan in place to ensure coin 
issues are directly relevant to the Falklands. Over the coming months the Commissioners will 
be engaging with the public so that the community can have more involvement with our 
circulation and commemorative coins in future years. This will vary from suggested themes 
important to the Falklands, and even the opportunity to ask for input on designs.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank staff in Treasury for all their work over the term 
of this Assembly and all those, both in Government and outside, who have helped the 
Treasury in their role at the heart of Government. 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, that completes my summary of my directorate. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you, does any Member wish to comment or raise a question on that report? 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
I would like to thank my Honourable colleague for his very informative summary of what is a 
very important department.  
 
I wholeheartedly agree with him over how important it is that FIG can understand our 
income, so that we fully understand what money we have to spend each year because without 
that knowledge, as he says, we tend to avoid making important decisions. I am pleased this 
year we have a much better understanding of what money is available and that has enabled us 
to take decisions that I think the public will fully support; very important decisions both in 
capital and in general expenditure and I think the budget, when its presented, will be very 
impressive and I think people will support that. 
 
I would also like to support and agree with him on his comments about debt management. I 
think we have been a little bit slack on this, I think the amount of debt people have got on 
electricity, service charges and also housing and other issues. Some people have got debts of 
many thousands of pounds and that is unhelpful. I think when people hear that there is going 
to be a drive on trying to get control of this debt, it is not trying to be draconian, it is trying to 
help people so that we do not allow them to build up debts that effectively they can never 
repay. So I do welcome his emphasis on that and his focus on that and I think the more we 
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can do that, people will actually appreciate it if we can help them stop getting into debt in the 
first place.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to raise a question or comment? 
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, 
 
I would just like to raise a long running issue that the Financial Secretary and other 
departments have been involved in which is trying to gain better access for businesses to 
banking services. I just had some disappointing news recently and I was just wondering 
whether the Honourable Roger Spink could confirm that other avenues are being explored 
currently to try and resolve this issue? 
 
The Honourable Roger Spink 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
As my Honourable colleague Stacy Bragger will know we took this up very strongly with the 
Minister in the United Kingdom just recently, and we will be pursuing various avenues. We 
have got about three different routes we are taking to look at finding an answer for the many 
businesses and other people in the Islands who have difficulty obtaining bank accounts and 
also being able to take credit and debit cards in the Islands. It is a very high-priority issue on 
our list of things to do.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to comment or raise a question? No.  
 
I thank both Honourable Members for their portfolio reports.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The Motion for Adjournment. 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move that the House stands adjourned sine die. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 
 
In rising to support the Motion for Adjournment I would like to begin by saying farewell to 
Venessa Neylens, our Hospital Manager, whose contract has just recently ended, and I would 
like to wish her well and thank her for her time here.  
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Just briefly on another hospital matter, there has been some talk and some speculation in the 
press about recruiting personnel, the use of agencies for instance for locum nurses, and of 
course, tax. These are absolutely right to make comment on, but I would like to remind 
everybody that these are three different issues. They each have their own challenges, 
admittedly, but there are three different issues. One does not necessarily tie in with the other.  
 
A couple of weeks ago, or it may have even been last week, we were fortunate enough to 
meet with members of the Falkland Islands Association Falklands Branch and I was very 
impressed with their enthusiasm and desire to work closely with us and our public diplomacy 
programme. I think the way they are going is a great step in the right direction, and I certainly 
hope that they get the support they deserve from the people in the Islands.  
 
Finally Mr Speaker, I would like to congratulate all those people who collected awards at 
Government House the other night on behalf of the Tourism Industry, and I would like to 
thank them for all their hard work they have done over this season.  
 
I support the Motion.  
 
The Honourable Stacy Bragger 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
I don’t have a great deal to add today, but just to thank everyone involved with sending a 
team away to the Commonwealth Games, and to say well done for all of the Falklands team 
who I think did a fantastic job representing the Islands. There were some incredible 
performances, some really good results that came in from individuals, so I think they all did a 
great job in representing us, and thanks particularly to Andrew Brownlee who put in a huge 
amount of work in the preparation and also during the games, so thanks to all involved.  
 
It was also great occasion to witness the children and staff at the Infant and Junior School 
celebrating the Commonwealth Games with a number of events a couple of weeks ago, that 
included a closing ceremony in the school hall and that was really fantastic, and it was great 
to see the enthusiasm and the creativity that both the staff and children put towards 
celebrating the Commonwealth and our place in it. 
 
The Islands Plan, we had a good meeting at the Chamber of Commerce last week, and I 
encourage anyone whose interested to come along on Monday evening to the Town Hall to 
offer any opinions on what we are proposing, or what we put forward as ‘our vision’ for our 
term on the Assembly. We would very much welcome feedback from members of the public 
on it, and we will also be going to Camp for a number of meetings as well to get views. 
 
Finally, just to say well done to FIODA for their excellent production of ‘Sleeping Beauty’. I 
was very pleased to go along on Saturday night, it was a lot of fun and I thought the cast were 
superb. I was beckoned on to the stage for the finale – I have to say I have never experienced 
fear like it, so I think I have just about recovered! I don’t think FIODA actors have anything 
to worry about when it comes to the casting of their next production, but well done to 
everyone.  
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The Honourable Leona Roberts 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
You have heard quite a bit from me today, but I did want to make a few comments in rising 
to support the Motion for Adjournment. 
 
Firstly, I would like to touch very briefly on the Stanley Airport feasibility study which was 
announced earlier this week. The press release stated that this study will go no further than 
exploring the possibility of taking Stanley Airport to ‘Category 3’. It is not entirely the full 
story, the core work is indeed focused on this level, but I am assured further options will also 
be considered in this study, albeit at a higher level so not going into such great detail. I do 
believe it will be a missed opportunity to not explore this further. 
 
It may well be that taking it any further is entirely unrealistic, but I would like to know that 
we had at least looked at our options fully before discounting that possibility.  
 
We are, of course, continuing on working to find a solution to weather related issues at 
Mount Pleasant, but that, too, is certainly going to take time, I think.  
 
I would also like to add my congratulations to all those who were nominated for awards at the 
Tourist Board Awards last week. I was pleased to see their annual report and also to hear the 
hopes and plans of the membership at the recent post-season wash-up meeting. Tourism is 
not within my portfolio, but I am firm supporter of the industry and keen to see it develop.  I 
believe there no better ambassadors for the Falklands than our drivers and guides, our shop 
assistants and wardens, our B&B operators and table waiting staff, really everybody, so not 
only does the industry play an important role on the economy, but it also gives us an 
incredible opportunity to share our story with tens of thousands of visitors every year, and 
that is something that’s impossible to quantify in terms of value. I hope that we continue to 
focus on delivering a quality experience that wins us friends from all around the world and 
sends them home with happy memories and a desire to return to our beautiful Islands.  
 
Speaking of our beautiful Islands, I was greatly taken with a recent announcement on 
Facebook inviting people to try and create a piece of art from man-made beach litter. I am 
profoundly unartistic, as most people will know, but I am quite inspired and determined that 
my family are going to set about gathering material to create some masterpiece from straws 
and plastic bottles and whatever else we might be able to find. I would encourage anyone to 
get involved in it and perhaps as an Assembly we should actually do our bit as well. Art is 
always a good thing; a great hero of mine said ‘We create therefore we live’, but not only 
would you be letting loose your inner Picasso, we will also be helping to clean up our 
beaches and raise awareness on what is a massive concern, not just for us but for the world 
over. I am very happy to see momentum building actually in the management of waste, and 
the single-use plastic in particular.  
 
Sticking kind of with the theme of our beautiful little country, we also live in a very pretty 
little town at least most of the time and I wanted to mention one particular project which has 
caught my eye over recent months. As again, most people will know I am a bit of a hermit 
these days, I don’t go out very often or go very far and I can’t remember the last time I was in 
the pub, but I have been very pleased to see the work going on to renovate the Rose Bar. It’s 
a building with terrific history and dates back to the very early days of Stanley and I am just 
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delighted to see it getting a new lease of life, and would like to offer my congratulations to 
the owner/proprietor Sheila Harvey. It must have been, and must continue to be, a massive 
investment, but I thank her for taking the initiative to do something that will lift this area of 
town and preserve this fabulous building for many, many years to come, so well done and 
thank you. I don’t promise that I will get in there, but I might make the effort at some stage.  
 
So really the theme largely on our gorgeous Islands and I think we will need to be working 
together to continue to get the best out of our home. In that vein, I am not proposing it here 
today, but I would love to see the ‘Beautiful Falklands’ awards, or similar, reintroduced at 
some stage in the future as a means perhaps of recognising the contribution of the community 
to making our Islands lovely, and to celebrate the best bits of what we do, but that is 
something for another day. 
 
Finally, I would like to echo the Honourable Stacy Bragger’s comments on congratulating 
our Commonwealth Games team. They always do us proud and it is always quite an 
emotional moment to see the flag out there.  
 
Also I guess congratulations to our Royal family on their latest addition. I am not going to 
say what my money is on for the name, but hopefully I will find out soon if I have won 
anything or not! Also to draw attention to the fact that the Assembly has decided to help the 
community celebrate the forthcoming Royal Wedding and our ladies at Gilbert House are 
working very hard on what will be a children’s garden party, I think is how we are sort of 
referring to it, although it will be indoors because it is winter. If anybody would like to get 
involved and to help out with our celebrations on the 19th May I think you can contact Cherie 
or Imogen, and again I am sure all Members will be doing their bit to supply games and 
entertainment on the day. 
 
Thank you very much Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Mark Pollard  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
In rising to support the Motion, unlike my Honourable colleague Leona Roberts I will 
commit to seeing the Rose improvements first-hand, for sure!  
 
I would also like to touch on the Falkland Islands Association as well as my Honourable 
colleague Ian Hansen touched upon. I was the previous local Chair of the organisation and I 
too was impressed with their presentation and will continue to support the work they are 
doing. 
 
I would like to just congratulate a couple of people, or a few people really. All of those 
involved supporting the Falklands at the Commonwealth Games, they did us proud as our 
sportsmen often do when they go away, and of course, all the winners at the Tourism Awards 
as well. I was particularly proud to see my mother winning the ‘Contribution to Tourism’ 
Award 2018.  
 
Recently, I seem to be spending almost as much time in Camp as in Stanley at the moment, 
and unfortunately I missed the Queen’s Birthday parade and the Gurkha band, but I did get a 
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chance to enjoy the wedding on West Falkland of Lucas and Vikki Berntsen. I wish them all 
the best for the future.  
 
I was also at the RBA show at Goose Green which was another fantastic event – I saw many 
of my colleagues there also - and I would like to thank all of those involved in organising 
that. 
 
Which leads me on to the RDS - the Rural Development Strategy. We have got a meeting 
next week and we are starting to look into this again and we want to engage fully with 
members of the Camp community. If we can’t engage with the businesses of Camp and the 
people of Camp then the work will suffer for sure.  
 
I would just like to stress that the Public Accounts Committee at the moment are looking for 
a full time secretary, it is an attractive wage and there is an advert in the Penguin News. 
Please have a look and see if you fancy it. 
 
Finally, I would just like to say that I am looking forward to the darts season starting on 
Monday as well. I know there is plenty in the community that will be taking place. 
 
Thank you very much, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
I am a little bit sad, I want to say really; I think Canada, as many people will know, has been 
a very strong supporter of the Falkland Islands right to determine our own future and 
particularly under Prime Minister Harper. They have been prepared on many occasions to 
stand up publically in international fora and reject unhelpful motions from Argentina. Over 
the last few weeks I’m afraid Canada has suffered a number of terrible disasters. The first, of 
course, was some weeks ago when a number of children were killed, young hockey players 
were killed, in their bus when it was involved in an accident in Saskatchewan. That 
devastated a community not that much bigger than our own. The second event of course was 
just a few days ago when ten or more people were killed and many more injured in Toronto 
when a van ploughed into a number of pedestrians.  
 
I think it is sad on all sorts of fronts and my Honourable colleague Stacy Bragger, as Chair 
for three months, will be writing to Prime Minster Trudo over the next few days to express 
the sympathies and condolences of this House but also of the whole of the Falkland Islands. 
 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 
That concludes the business of the House for today, the House stands adjourned accordingly.  
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