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Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly 

Thursday 30 August 2018 

 

 

Prayers 

 

Mr Speaker  

 

Honourable Members, I bid you good morning, and my usual reminder to you and indeed 

anybody in the public gallery, please make sure all electronic devices and mobile phones are 

turned off or to silent.  

 

Clerk of the Assembly  

 

Confirmation of the Record of the Legislative Assembly held on 26
th

 July 2018.  

 

Mr Speaker  

 

Honourable Members, I have in front of me the record of our last meeting, is it your wish that 

I sign this as a correct Record?  

 

Members of Legislative Assembly 

 

It is. 

 

Clerk of the Assembly  

 

Papers to be Laid on the Table by the Honourable Chief Executive.  

 

Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last 

sitting of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the 

Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977: 

 

• Statute Law Database (Rectification) (No 2) Order 2018  

• Coins (Circulation) Order 2018  

• Licensing Ordinance (Amendment of Fees) Order 2018  

• Road Traffic (Approval of Devices for Breath Testing and Analysis) (Amendment) 

Order 2018  

• Livestock and Meat Products (Animal By-Products) (Amendment) Regulations 2018  

 

In accordance with Section 80(2) of the Constitution the report of the Public Accounts 

Committee in respect of internal audit reports: 

 

• Internal Audit: Fishing License Income 14/17 

• Internal Audit: Investment Management 16/17 

• Internal Audit: Cash & Bank 17/17 

• Internal Audit: Further-Higher Education 21/17 

• Internal Audit: Main Accounting System 23/17 
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The Honourable Chief Executive  

 

Mr Speaker, I hereby lay the aforementioned Papers on the Table. 

 

The Honourable Roger Spink 

 

Mr Speaker, 

 

Under Standing Order Section 41(3) I move that the Statute Law Database 

(Rectification)(No.2) Order 2018 and Coins (Circulation) Order 2018 be noted.  

 

The Statute Law Database (Rectification) (No.2) Order provides for the rectification of 

defects in the Statute Law Database. The Statute Law Database is the authoritative statement 

of legislation applying to, or in relation to, the Falkland Islands by virtue of the Ordinance.  

 

Section 15 of the Ordinance provides for the rectification of defects in the database following 

a report of such defects to the Legislative Assembly by the Attorney General. The Order 

provides for the rectification of defects in respect of the following legislation as it appears on 

the database:  

 

- Customs (Importation of Food and Animal Products from South America) 

Proclamation 2001 (Proclamation No.3 of 2001). 

 

The defect concerns omission of an amendment to the Proclamation which was caused by 

oversight.  

 

The Order also provides for rectification of defects in respect of the following legislation as it 

appears on the database: 

 

- Off-shore (Installation Safety Case) Order 2008 (SR&O No.7 of 2008) 

- Organic Foods Ordinance (No.22 of 2000) 

- Petroleum Survey Licences (Model Clauses) Regulation 1992 (SR&O No.25 of 1992) 

 

The defects concern omission of substantive legislative text, as displayed online, which was 

caused by a technical fault. The text is correctly included in the version of the legislation 

which can be downloaded from the database. The rectifications to be made are contained in 

the Schedule to the Order. 

 

The Coins (Circulation) Order for the purpose of the Ordinance, the circulation of coins 

authorised by this order will be 50p denomination and will be legal tender in the Falkland 

Islands. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Can I have a seconder to that Motion please?  

 

The Honourable Mark Pollard 

 

I second the Motion. 
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Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you, the Honourable Mark Pollard to second. Does anyone wish to speak to that 

Motion?  

 

No, the Motion before the House then is that the Statute Law Database (Rectification) (No.2) 

Order 2018 and the Coins (Circulation) Order 2018 are noted.  

 

Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection, those two Orders are 

noted. 

 

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 

 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 

 

Under Standing Order Section 41(3) I move that the Licensing Ordinance (Amendment of 

Fees) Order 2018 be noted. 

 

Mr Speaker, this Order alters the Licensing Ordinance 1994 providing for Court Fees charged 

in relation to Justice’s licences. The revised fees reflect the actual cost under the ‘user pays’ 

principle.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Can I have a seconder please? 

 

The Honourable Mark Pollard 

 

Mr Speaker I second the Motion. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you very much. Does any Member wish to speak to that Motion?  

 

No, the Motion before the House is that the Licensing Ordinance (Amendment of Fees) Order 

2018 is noted.  

 

Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection, that Order is noted.  

 

The Honourable Leona Roberts 

 

Mr Speaker, 

 

Under Standing Order Section 41(3) I move that the Road Traffic (Approval of Devices for 

Breath Testing and Analysis) (Amendment) Order 2018 is noted. 

 

Mr Speaker, 

 

This Order amends the Road Traffic (Approval of Devices for Breath Testing and Analysis) 

Order 2012 so as to add the Lion Intoxilyzer I9000 breath analysis device in Schedule 2. 
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Mr Speaker 

 

Do I have a seconder for that Motion please? 

 

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 

 

Mr Speaker I second the Motion. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you very much. Does any Member wish to speak to the Motion?  

 

No, the Motion before the House then is that the Road Traffic (Approval of Devices for 

Breath Testing and Analysis) (Amendment) Order 2018 be noted.  

 

Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection, that Order is noted.  

 

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 

 

Thank you Mr Speaker, 

 

Under Standing Order Section 41(3) I move that the Livestock and Meat Products (Animal 

By-Products) (Amendment) Regulations 2018 be noted. These Regulations amend Regulation 

5 and 17 of the Livestock and Meat Products (Animal By-Products) Regulations 2015.  

 

The Regulations as drafted do not convey the meaning that was originally intended. The 

amendments will ensure that there is legislative control over the retail sale and production of 

raw pet food. Raw pet food must not be produced from meat showing signs of infectious 

diseases which may be harmful to pet animals or human health. Additional restrictions are 

placed on its storage, processing and supply.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Can I have a seconder please? 

 

The Honourable Ian Hansen 

 

Mr Speaker I second the Motion. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you very much. Does any Member wish to speak to that Motion?  

 

No, the Motion before the House is that the Livestock and Meat Products (Animal By-

Products) (Amendment) Regulations 2018 are noted.  

 

Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection, those Regulations are 

noted.  
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The Honourable Mark Pollard 

 

Mr Speaker, 

 

Under Standing Order Section 41(3) I move that the reports of the Public Accents Committee 

in respect of Internal Audit reports as [inaudible] be noted. 

 

Mr Speaker, firstly the PAC apologise for the delay in sending this letter. It goes on to say 

that ‘at our Committee meeting held on 27
th

 September 2017 the review [inaudible] in the 

absence of the Chief Internal Auditor. The three lowest recommendations were raised in 

March 2015 and were still in progress’. The overall opinion of the report was satisfactory, 

with one high, ten medium, five low [inaudible].  

 

My recommendation involves pursuing debt and the legal proceedings that should follow. 

The PAC also raised concerns over [inaudible]. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you very much, can I have a seconder please? 

 

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 

 

I second the Motion Mr Speaker. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you, the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby to second. Does anyone wish to speak to that 

Motion?  

 

No, the Motion before the House is that the reports of the Public Accounts Committee in 

respect of Internal Audit reports as listed by the Clerk previously be noted.  

 

Is there any objection on passing that Motion? There is no objection, those reports are noted.  

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

Questions for oral response; 

 

Question number 20 of 2018 by the Honourable Mark Pollard. 

 

The Honourable Mark Pollard   

 

Could the Honourable MLA Stacy Bragger please state what, if any, plans we have for an 

upcoming Youth Parliament? 

 

The Honourable Stacy Bragger 

 

Thank you, I would like to thank the Honourable Mark Pollard for asking this question.  
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Members will be aware that several sittings of the Youth Parliament have taken place in the 

last couple of years and the last event in particular was really tremendous. Having attended it 

was a very lively affair and I think [inaudible] some Members of the Youth Parliament 

[inaudible] lively debate.  

 

I have a fairly brief answer, but we are currently looking at plans to hold a sitting of the 

Youth Parliament in November. I think perhaps it might be an opportunity for us to do 

something a little [inaudible] part of a wider programme of events [inaudible] Parliament 

Week from the 12
th

 to the 18
th

 November and this would be a good opportunity to do 

something [inaudible]. 

 

Parliament Week is to inspire interest in parliament politics and democracy, and encourage 

young people and the public to engage with the democratic system [inaudible] of our role to 

do as well so something that I [inaudible] parliaments have sent around students at the 

Community School that have been entered by previous attendees of the Commonwealth 

[inaudible]. I think it would be [inaudible] to encourage others to take part, not just 

[inaudible] by Islanders who have represented the Falklands [inaudible], such as the 

Commonwealth Youth Parliament.  

 

[Inaudible], so in short, we are looking to organise something, I think it is important for us to 

encourage young people to engage in [inaudible]. 

 

The Honourable Mark Pollard 

 

I would like to thank the Honourable Stacy Bragger for his answer and I look forward 

[inaudible]. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Does any other Member wish to comment or raise a supplementary question? No.  

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

Question number 21 of 2018 by the Honourable Ian Hansen.  

 

The Honourable Ian Hansen 

 

Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 

 

Mr Speaker, if I may beg leave just to clarify why this question is being asked so that those 

listening understand more.  

 

Following the approval of this House to increase the trivial pension limit to £40,000 during 

the budget session this year, this would enable persons with a Falkland Islands Pension 

Scheme contribution of this amount or less to draw down these funds as a cash payment.  

Executive Council report 53/18 ‘Falkland Islands Pension Scheme (FIPS) - Increase to 

Trivial Pension Threshold’, paragraph 4.20 indicates that “FIG Treasury plan to investigate 

further the mechanics of providing a means to convert a trivial annuity into a lump sum. In 

effect this is buying out future pension rights for trivial pensions, if the pensioner so 

chooses.” 
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Mr Speaker, please could the Honourable Roger Spink update this House on the progress in 

respect of this work and if there is a timeframe for [inaudible]. 

 

The Honourable Roger Spink 

 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 

 

FIG Treasury have discussed the principle of converting lower value Falkland Islands 

Pension Scheme annuities into a lump sum with a firm of actuaries.  The actuaries agreed that 

it should be possible to agree a methodology to compute the lump sum calculations, and 

confirmed that they would send a quote together with broad terms of reference to the 

Treasury during September.  

 

If FIG proceeds, then the main piece of the actuarial work is expected to be completed by 

December 2018.  

 

However, potential changes to legislation would need to be considered before any payments 

can occur. A target date for inclusion in the Finance Bill 2019 appears a current realistic 

target. 

 

The Honourable Ian Hansen 

 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 

 

I thank the Honourable Roger Spink for that update and look forward to seeing where it goes 

in the future.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Does any Member wish to...yes the Honourable Leona Roberts. 

 

The Honourable Leona Roberts 

 

Just for clarity, could the Honourable Member explain if that means that anyone who is 

approaching the date where they would be looking to drawdown that lump sum, may actually 

find that their not initially able [inaudible]. 

 

The Honourable Roger Spink  

 

I may be corrected by the Honourable Financial Secretary, but I think at the moment if you 

are approaching that date you would be able to drawdown your lump sum but if you are 

already in receipt of a trivial pension, that is when it will need the actuarial valuation in order 

to pay you out that lump sum. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

The Honourable Financial Secretary do you wish to clarify? No, okay. 
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The Honourable Leona Roberts 

 

I thank the Honourable MLA Spink and the Financial Secretary for that clarification.  

 

I think I am probably not alone in being one of those people whose eyes slightly glaze over 

when talking about pensions, happily it is still a reasonable way away from me, but it does 

impact an awful lot of people and so I would ask that this information is made public and as 

easily understood as possible. I think that there is a bit of confusion out and about just how 

this will work, so I appreciate there is a lot of work to be done still on this, but perhaps a 

leaflet or letter explaining in quite simple terms where people stand [inaudible]. 

 

The Honourable Financial Secretary 

 

[inaudible] 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Are there any other comments or supplementary questions? No. 

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

Motions.  

 

Motion number 23 of 2018 by the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby. 

 

That this House notes the comments and recommendations of the Public Accounts 

Committee in respect of the Internal Audit Debtors 18/17 report, and in accordance to the 

Public Accounts Ordinance 2009 Clause 14 (1) a written response is required to be submitted 

to the Legislative Assembly by the Governor within six months. 

 

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

I would like to propose the Motion and may I refer to the letter from the Public Accounts 

Committee. It reads ‘at the Committee meeting held on 27
th

 September 2017 we reviewed the 

Internal Audit report on debtors. The overall opinion of the audit was ‘Limited’, with four 

high and four medium priorities. Two of these high priorities remain outstanding from last 

year’s internal audit report and whilst some action has been made, further action is required 

by both the Treasury and directorates across FIG.’ 

 

May I close by saying the Public Accounts Committee recommends that ‘FIG establish a 

robust centralised debt collection system which also has the capacity to prevent those already 

in debt accessing further FIG credit. It is noted that FIG debtors has an outstanding issue for 

the internal audit since 2015/16.’ 

 

I think those are fair comments Mr Speaker - I think FIG has not been as robust and as 

proactive as it might have been on our debt recovery process and it doesn’t help people if 
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Government allows people to build up debt that they then cannot have any [inaudible] apart 

from being deducted from their wages over many, many years. 

 

The Financial Secretary and his team have been doing a lot of work on this and they will be 

meeting with MLAs next week to update us on the progress. Indeed yesterday Mr Speaker, 

Executive Council discussed an updated eviction policy for those people [inaudible] 

Government housing.  

 

It is not the desire of this Government to evict people, but it is nevertheless a part of that 

process of developing that robust debt management policy that the Public Accounts 

Committee refer to. I think those people would understand that if someone has got a debt of 

£9,000 or £10,000 to Government it usually started with a very small debt and we allowed it 

to [inaudible]. I think a robust action will help not only the Government but will also help 

debtors.  

 

I propose the Motion. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

And seconded by the Honourable Mark Pollard? 

 

The Honourable Mark Pollard 

 

Mr Speaker I second the Motion.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Does any Member wish to speak to that Motion?  

 

The Honourable Stacy Bragger 

 

Mr Speaker, 

 

I would very much echo and support what the Honourable Barry Elsby has [inaudible]. 

Without being draconian it’s about helping people not [inaudible] beyond what they could 

ever [inaudible]. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Does any other Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion?  

 

Could I ask Honourable Members that, I know we are getting to grips with this new 

technology we have but the mike levels keep dropping out. Could you make sure please that 

if you are standing to speak you don’t have your papers between your mouth and the 

microphone? That would help, and also perhaps if we can keep the distance between mouth 

and microphone to a minimum if at all possible? Thank you.  

 

Right to conclude this Motion, no other Members wish to speak to it? No, the Motion before 

the House then is that the comments and recommendation of the Public Accounts Committee 

in respect of the Internal Audit Debtors 18/17 be noted, and also in accordance with the 
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Public Accounts Ordinance a written response is required to be submitted to this Assembly 

by the Governor within six months.  

 

Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection, that Motion is carried.  

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

Motion number 24 of 2018 by the Honourable Mark Pollard.  

 

That this House notes the comments and recommendations of the Public Accounts 

Committee in respect of Internal Audit Taxation 19/17 report, and in accordance to the Public 

Accounts Ordinance 2009 Clause 14(1) a written response is required to be submitted to the 

Legislative Assembly by the Governor within six months. 

 

The Honourable Mark Pollard 

 

Mr Speaker I propose this Motion.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

And to be seconded by the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby? 

 

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 

 

I second the Motion.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you very much, does any Member wish to speak to that Motion? 

 

No, the Motion before the House then is that the comments and recommendation of the 

Public Accounts Committee in respect of the Internal Audit Taxation 19/17 be noted and in 

accordance with the Public Accounts Ordinance 2009 a written response is required to be 

given to this Assembly by the Governor within six months.  

 

Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection, that Motion is carried. 

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

Motion number 25 of 2018 by the Honourable Roger Spink. 

 

That this House accepts the response from the Governor (in Council) on the report of the 

Public Accounts Committee Follow Up Report - FIG Mortgages. 

 

The Honourable Roger Spink  

 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
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I would firstly apologise to the House for the delay in the response to the PAC’s letter of 27
th

 

April 2017 which was presented to the House under Motion 12/17. This was an 

administrative oversight. 

 

Mr Speaker, you will also be pleased to note that this is the last of the responses to the House 

which fell foul of the administrative oversight, and robust monitoring systems are now in 

place to ensure this does not occur again in the future.  

 

Mr Speaker, the internal audit recommendations in relation to FIG mortgages have now been 

cleared. However, the PAC did raise an additional recommendation in respect of a lack of 

handover between contract officer posts. The Public Accounts Committee were concerned to 

hear that there was only limited implementation of the original report, particularly as the root 

cause of the problem appears to be a lack of handover notes within the Treasury on departure 

of a contract officer. “This issue occurs on a seemingly regular basis. We would like 

assurance from MLAs that action is being taken to address this across the whole of the FIG”. 

The full response, which is published, sets out the actions that are being taken to address this 

issue.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

And to be seconded by the Honourable Leona Roberts please? 

 

The Honourable Leona Roberts 

 

Mr Speaker I second the Motion. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you very much, does any Member wish to speak to that Motion? No, the Motion 

before the House is that the House accepts the response from the Governor (in Council) on 

the report of the Public Accounts Committee follow-up report – FIG Mortgages.  

 

Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection, that Motion is carried.  

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

Motion number 26 of 2018 by the Honourable Roger Spink. 

 

This House approves the recommendations of the Report of the Statute Law Commissioner 

on Application of United Kingdom Laws for the month of July 2018 submitted under section 

25 of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017. 

 

The Honourable Roger Spink 

 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 

 

This report provides information on United Kingdom Laws which have been made between 

1
st
 and 31

st
 July 2018 and makes recommendations about the application of United Kingdom 

Laws to the Falkland Islands.  
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Legislative Assembly is invited to pass a resolution approving the recommendations of this 

report in the forms set out in Schedule 2 to this report. 

 

The Order amends Schedule 1 of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017; 

(a) To disapply the Automated and Electric Vehicles Act 2018 to the extent that it applies 

in the Falkland Islands ie. In respect of amendment of the Limitation Act 1980 

(b) To disapply the Criminal Procedure Amendment (No.2) Rules SI2018 847. This 

mechanism of disapplication of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2015 SI 2015 1490 to 

become redundant since the making of the Criminal Procedure Rules 2018 SR&O 2 

2018, and 

(c) To modify the application of the Electronic Presentation of Instruments, Evidence of 

Payment and Compensation for Loss Regulations 2018 SI2018 832, removing the 

duty on the Financial Secretary to report on the operation of the regulations. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

And to be seconded by the Attorney General? 

 

The Attorney General 

 

Mr Speaker I second the Motion. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you very much, does any Member wish to speak to that Motion? No, Motion before 

the House is that this House approves the recommendation of the report of the Statute Law 

Commissioner on Application of United Kingdom Laws for the month of July in 2018.  

 

Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection, it is resolved therefore 

by the Legislative Assembly on this 30
th

 day of August that; 

 

(a) the recommendations of the Statute Law Commissioner submitted to the Legislative 

Assembly under section 25 of the Law Revision and Publications Ordinance 2017 are 

approved, and; 

(b) the Assembly recommends that the Governor makes an order in the form, or similar 

form, to the Order annexed to the Statute Law Commissioner’s Report and the Statute 

Law Database should be amended accordingly [inaudible] 

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

Motion number 27 of 2018 by the Attorney General. 

 

This House approves the recommendations of the Report of the Attorney General submitted 

to the Legislative Assembly under section 15(4) of the Law Revision and Publication 

Ordinance 2017.  
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The Assembly recommends that the Governor makes an order in the form (or in similar form) 

to the order annexed to that Report and the defects in the Statute Law Database should be 

rectified accordingly.     

 

Attorney General 

 

Thank you Mr Speaker, I move the Motion. 

 

I think the Report itself is fairly self-explanatory. The Order attached which is recommended 

for approval provides for the rectification of defects in the Statute Law Database.  

 

Members, the Stature Law Database is the authoritative statement of legislation applying to, 

or in relation to, the Falkland Islands by virtue of the Law Revision and Publication 

Ordinance 2017. Section 15 of that Ordinance provides for the rectification of defects in the 

database, following the report of such defects to the Legislative Assembly by the Attorney 

General. 

 

The Order provides for the rectification of the following defects; in relation to the Offshore 

Minerals Ordinance 1994 that this be rectified to restore sections 23 to 27 and section 29 

which were omitted by oversight from the database.  

 

Secondly to remove section 7, subsection 2 of the Dangerous Goods Ordinance to correct an 

inaccuracy arising from the previously published Revised Laws of the Falkland Islands 

[inaudible] and finally to rectify the Rules of the Supreme Court 1949 by omitting Schedule 

C, which was actually repealed by the Rules of the Supreme Court (Amendment) Rules 1992, 

and by restoring Schedule D which has not been repealed but which were on the database by 

oversight.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you, and seconded by the Honourable Roger Spink please. 

 

The Honourable Roger Spink 

 

I second the Motion. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Thank you very much, does any Member wish to speak to that Motion? No, is there any 

objection to passing that Motion?  

 

There is no objection, it is therefore resolved by the Legislative Assembly this 30
th

 day of 

August that; 

 

(a) the report of the Attorney General submitted to the Legislative Assembly under 

section 15(4) of the Law Revision and Publication Ordinance 2017 is approved, and 

(b) the Assembly recommends that the Governor makes an Order in the form, or similar 

form, to the Order annexed to that Report, and the defects in the Statute Law Database 

should be rectified accordingly. 
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That Motion is carried. 

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

Portfolio reports: the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 

 

The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  

 

Mr Speaker,  

 

There are a number of areas I wish to update this House on today, starting with FIGAS.    

 

FIGAS remains a vitally important facility to people living in Camp, even with the ferry 

service.  A reactive FIGAS is also key to developing tourism in Camp, especially if the 

hoped-for second flight starts this summer. 

 

I don’t need to remind this House that FIGAS suffered a series of problems last year - almost 

all outside of their control - including a catastrophic engine failure in flight, and a heavy 

landing on Beaver Island that damaged the plane. Consequently, the service provided to 

residents and tourists alike was not what we should expect. 

 

I am pleased to say that this Assembly has reacted very positively to a series of requests for 

financial support. Indeed, no request has been refused. 

 

Following the engine problems it was decided to replace the older but well-maintained 

engines, and I am pleased to say that all but two will be replaced by the end of this financial 

year. The other two will be replaced in the next financial year. 

 

The ability to re-engine the fleet as well as conduct all servicing so that the planes start the 

new tourist season with maximum hours available has only been possible due to the return of 

Islanders trained as engineers overseas, and the recruitment of additional temporary 

engineers. 

 

In the public meeting earlier this week I answered a question regarding the aircraft damaged 

at Beaver Island. The plane is now in town and has been partially assessed by the 

manufacturers. An additional engineer is also due to arrive in the Islands soon to assess the 

stress damage caused by the heavy landing. Following these inspections, the manufacturers 

will be able to provide us with an estimate of the cost of repairing it. There is a real 

possibility that it might be beyond economic repair especially if, as seems increasingly likely, 

it would need to be returned to the UK to be repaired. 

 

Whatever happens, that plane will not be available for many months and so we have 

negotiated the lease of another Islander aircraft from the manufacturers for a period of 

approximately eight months. This is currently undergoing a major inspection in the United 

Kingdom and is expected in the Islands in early October. This leased aircraft is essential if we 

are to meet the demand during the summer season. 

 

Mr Speaker, this House will be aware that MLAs agreed the purchase of a new Islander 

aircraft and Morgan Goss was recently in the UK to inspect the plane on the production line 
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and to finalise the details on this and the leased aircraft. All being well, the new plane should 

start operations, but not until April 2019. 

 

Anyone who has flown with FIGAS will be aware just how difficult it can be getting through 

the doors to check-in on a windy day with a bag or two in your hands. Funding was made 

available two years ago to put in automatic doors, but they didn’t appear. Funding for the 

doors was again made available in this financial year. Until yesterday I had been led to 

believe that all was on track and they would soon be in place. Unfortunately, it is now clear 

that there have been significant delays due to the lack of capacity in some areas and there is 

likely to be a delay in installing them. Both the Director of Development and Commercial 

Services and myself are determined that this matter will be resolved as soon as possible, and 

that the doors will be in place within the next three to four months.  

 

Before moving on from FIGAS, I would like to mention the retirement of Derek Clarke, or 

‘Krueger’ as many people called him. Derek joined FIGAS in 1989 and started flying as a 

fully trained pilot in July 1990. He was appointed as Training Captain in August 1991 and 

became Chief Pilot in March 2007. He stood in as acting General Manager for almost a year 

between 2007/08. Unfortunately, a commercial pilot cannot fly in a single pilot passenger 

operation once they reach the age of 60, and so in August of this year Derek retired from 

passenger flying having accumulated 16,670 flying hours, or almost two years of non-stop 

flying. During his time with FIGAS, Derek trained and examined fourteen different pilots and 

I know this House will join with me in thanking him for his outstanding service. 

 

Mr Speaker, moving away from FIGAS, but not away from the airfield, you will be aware we 

have engaged a company to review Stanley Airfield and advise us what changes and 

improvements we could realistically make so as to be able to handle planes carrying perhaps 

eighty passengers, and the aircraft used for aero-medical evacuations to South America. They 

will also be providing ideas on the likely costs of making it capable of handling the planes 

used by LATAM. The work is progressing well and the company will be coming back to the 

Islands in late September to present their work. 

 

It would be impossible for me to move on from flying matters without mentioning LATAM 

and updating this House on the work on rotor winds that is going on. Some weeks ago FIG 

appointed ‘Airsight’ as the organisation to advise and represent us as we work with the 

military experts to better understand rotor winds and, more importantly, how to improve their 

prediction, likely duration, and hopefully give real-time information on ‘weather windows’ 

where flights from South America can land and take-off safely. Airsight have started work 

and requested the historical meteorological data from Mount Pleasant. Without this data it 

will be impossible for them to advise us as to which additional pieces of rather expensive 

equipment we will need to buy in the coming months so as to better understand rotor winds. 

 

The Commander British Forces is here today and I know he is as committed as we are to 

working together to improve the present situation. 

 

Mr Speaker, the last Assembly tried to improve the FM radio system in Camp and invested 

significant amounts of money. For many different reasons, the system delivered was not 

exactly what was approved and the reception in many places in Camp is certainly not what 

we hoped for, or indeed expected. Camp residents will be aware that a significant number of 

low-power infill transmitters have been used to try and improve the situation. However, as I 

told this House before, it is our intention to carry out a review of the present system, both of 
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the FM and Medium Wave transmission and look as to how we can improve matters in the 

long term. I am pleased to be able to tell this House that the terms of reference for this review 

are being finalised, and we will shortly be going out to organisations able to undertake the 

review. 

 

At the heart of this process is the recognition that involvement with listeners in Camp from 

the very beginning is essential and it is also recognised by MLAs that if a new system is 

recommended it will be costly. 

 

Remaining with Camp, Executive Council yesterday approved a paper looking to improve the 

2G mobile phone coverage to Camp users. This is a welcome step and while the process lies 

within my Portfolio, it also lies with the Honourable Roger Spink who has responsibility for 

Telecoms, so I won’t steal his thunder! 

 

Mr Speaker, people will have seen a recent press release concerning a contract awarded to 

Ramboll Limited to provide professional service support, largely to PWD, to enable this 

Government to achieve its ambitious capital programme. The framework will provide support 

for major projects, including the sixth phase of Sapper Hill, the new port facility, upgrades to 

Mount Pleasant terminal, and possible development of Stanley Airport as well as other major 

infrastructure projects. The contract is for an initial five years with an option to extend, and 

will bring much needed additional expertise to the Islands. 

 

However, I think their first job might well be to ensure that the automatic doors are installed 

at FIGAS! 

 

One of the projects I mentioned in relation to Ramboll was the re-development of the 

passenger terminal at Mount Pleasant. Real progress has been made and after detailed 

discussions with all people involved, concept designs have been drawn up and detailed 

designs and costings are being developed. I hope a paper will come to Executive Council in 

October. 

 

One of the most ambitious projects we are undertaking is the development of a modern port 

facility to replace FIPASS. A great deal of work has already been undertaken by both 

Government officers and interested companies to better understand what might be possible. 

We hope to issue tender documents in late October and expect a number of companies to put 

forward proposals. We do not intend to specify a preferred site for the port so as to ensure 

that all possible proposals are considered. 

 

Mr Speaker, my portfolio responsibilities cover many projects that also sit with other MLAs, 

one of these being the Vulnerable Persons Unit and I am sure that the Honourable Ian Hansen 

will be reporting on progress to the House today and thus I will end my update at this point. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Does any Member wish to raise comment or question on that report?  

 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 

 

Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
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I thank the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby for that report. I would just like to totally agree and 

echo everything he said about Captain Derek Clarke and his retirement, I am sure we do all 

wish him well. He has been a great servant for the Falklands as FIGAS pilot over the years. 

It’s a great shame that when you reach your 60s, with somebody like that, you just seem to 

lose all that knowledge, but that’s out of our hands [inaudible]. 

 

The other thing I would briefly like to touch on is FIGAS, and if those FIGAS doors go in 

within four months I will have waited fifteen years to see it happen! 

 

Mr Speaker, thank you. 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Does any other Member wish to raise a comment on that report? 

 

The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 

 

Just to say ‘hear, hear’, Derek Clarke enjoy your retirement.  

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

Portfolio report: The Honourable Ian Hansen 

 

The Honourable Ian Hansen 

 

Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 

 

This report is to update Members of this Assembly on the work of the Health and Social 

Services Department, covering a range of works that has been done over two months and 

planning for future projects. 

 

Just to briefly touch upon the budget, actions to attempt to reduce the number of locum staff 

and, of course, the attached expenditure include an intensive recruitment campaign which has 

been restarted with the full support of the HR department, with a specific aim of appointing 

members of the local population or, for contractors coming in from outside the Falkland 

Islands, to utilise long-term contracts where appropriate.  

 

Additionally, we have made contact with NHS jobs in the UK to utilise their website to 

advertise vacancies. This involves a flat fee for the year, no matter how many roles are 

advertised.  The main aim would be to target the specific NHS staff audience, but also to 

reduce our reliance on costly agencies. This NHS jobs opportunity is currently being taken 

forward by HR. 

 

Obviously the Medical Treatment Overseas budget continues to be under pressure with the 

most immediate cost pressure from emergency evacuations. The costs for other MTOs are 

monitored very closely and doctors continue to work with patients to help identify possible 

holiday MTO options. 

 

So far during 18/19 financial year there have been a total of 52 referrals for medical treatment 

overseas and for patients needing to be flown out via the airbridge.  
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Following mixed reviews of MTO accommodation, the Director of Health and Social 

Services undertook visits to a selection of the accommodation available while on annual 

leave in the UK. Five providers of accommodation were visited. As well as the standard of 

accommodation being viewed, there were also discussions of processes in place to identify 

possible opportunities for improvements. A full report will be available in September, in 

which we believe that [inaudible] better way forward.  

 

A brief mention of high cost drugs, there are currently 23 patients taking 19 drugs on the 

High Cost register as of August this year. [Inaudible] patients from the February report. 

However despite the increase in the number of patients, the pharmacist forecasts a decrease in 

the total spend on items currently in use and this is from changes in the procurement system 

and suppliers. However this budget is subject to change any time as patients join and leave 

the register on a regular basis.  

 

Visiting specialists, the current schedule for visiting specialists is [inaudible] takes us right 

through to March 2019. There are only three visits provisionally booked [inaudible] 

obviously there is a table here; I won’t go through it because it is printed in the Penguin News 

[inaudible]. There is a reminder, of course, with this information, with this list sorry, that it is 

for information only. The public are not able to request an appointment with a specialist 

[inaudible]. 

 

I am pleased to say that we have a replacement [inaudible] and left. Squadron Leader Emma 

Daffy is in the Islands now on a two year tour and [inaudible]. After a few weeks in post she 

is already becoming familiar with the KEMH and has attended key meetings. Squadron 

Leader Daffy is also a registered nurse and midwife so may be seen around the hospital from 

time to time keeping her clinical skills [inaudible]. 

 

There have been a number of our contract staff who have extended their contract with FIG 

which is always good. The new Head of Social Services, Jenny Cullen, has been here since 

the 6
th

 August [inaudible] on contract.  

 

[inaudible] currently advertised we have nursing vacancies including school nurse and health 

visitor posts, along with two theatre ODP roles. They are currently being advertised on the 

Falkland Islands Government website. As I mentioned earlier, HR are currently still in 

negotiations with the NHS to get authorisation to advertise on the NHS jobsite.  

 

Unfortunately, the position of Senior Dental Officer has been delayed, it is now being re-

interviewed and the position has been offered. We are awaiting confirmation of acceptance 

for this position, but we hope within the next few months something [inaudible]. 

 

Some of the recalls on the dental front are a few months behind because of this because we 

only have a dentist on a short term contract working alongside David Fyfe. There is a four 

week wait for routine appointments although emergency appointments continue to 

[inaudible]. 

 

The topic of orthodontics has been raised a number of times over the preceding months with 

queries from members of the public and MLAs. A briefing paper was provided which 

highlighted possible options and an ExCo paper has now been requested on this topic. That 



The Record of the Meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 30 August 2018 

23 

will come forward after the Senior Dental Officer arrives in the Islands and has input to that 

paper.  

 

As the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby mentioned the Vulnerable Persons accommodation, unit, I 

will give an update on that. During July 2018 three key meetings were held and these were 

meetings with MLAs, the DSVP programme board and a tender board. At these meetings it 

was agreed to make a recommendation to Executive Council that the extra-care facility 

design should proceed, with one of the contractors that tendered undertaking this 

construction. This ExCo decision was made yesterday and the preferred contractor has been 

given the go ahead. Meetings were also held on the 15
th

 and 16
th

 of August with [inaudible]. 

Upcoming policies that need to be considered by ExCo in the future were a Fair 

Charging/Adult Safeguarding legislation and disabled facilities and housing adaption grants.  

 

Thought for adults with learning difficulties were also discussed, although was not currently 

at a stage where an ExCo paper will be produced. It has been identified as a work stream 

needing for the development.  

 

Development of the KEMH facilities is ongoing. Phase 1 is now focused on achieving the 

theatre suite upgrade which includes a new main operating theatre and minor ops endoscopic 

suite. The imaging suite will be upgraded including the introduction of a CT scanner and a 

mammography scanner. Mechanical and electrical enablement works will facilitate the 

phased redevelopment.  

 

I have mentioned that Social Services have welcomed a new Head, so just in conclusion Mr 

Speaker, Honourable Members, it has been a busy six months in the Health Department with 

a number of key posts being filled including the Hospital Manager, Pharmacist, and Head of 

Social Work.  

 

[inaudible] plans for our major projects for the VPU and the redevelopment of the KEMH are 

progressing and moving forward. We thank our interim Hospital Manager who will be with 

us until the end of this year and we look forward to welcoming a couple, who will be taking 

over job-sharing as Hospital Managers from January 2019. 

 

Mr Speaker, that concludes my report.  

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Does any Member wish to raise a question or comment on that report? 

 

No, I thank both the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby and the Honourable Ian Hansen for their 

portfolio reports.  

 

Clerk of the Assembly 

 

The Motion for Adjournment.  

 

The Honourable Chief Executive 

 

Mr Speaker, I beg that the House stands adjourned sine die.  
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The Honourable Teslyn Barkman 

 

Thank you Mr Speaker. 

 

Yesterday we issued a resolution that a referendum will happen in November next year. This 

will ask the question of whether there should be one constituency, or whether the status quo 

to remain at two. I believe the constituency question is a valid one, but it’s the choice of the 

electorate to make. 

 

What I wish to look at is the underlying issues of what has caused this move, and what risks 

exist and could arise without robust legislation for Camp in one constituency or in two. To 

ask why people feel disenfranchised from MLA representation, or fear that one constituency 

could cause them to become under-represented – that’s the real issue we should be tackling, 

alongside preparations for the referendum. 

 

The end game is for prosperity in Camp and voting for one constituency or two won’t assure 

that either way. I believe we need mandatory, legislated requirements to ensure that 

prosperity is encouraged and I plan to bring forward this as a motion at the next meeting of 

the Assembly. 

 

In Scotland they have the ‘Islands Act’ which is designed to ensure the prosperity and 

representation of their outer islands. It’s a model I think we can learn from. It has a 

development plan, representation requirements and impact assessment protection wrapped up 

within it.  

 

This has started already in the RDS, we need to research how the representation within 

Government would work under a new framework, and impact assessments on Camp 

communities and land owners could be wrapped up within an ExCo paper requirement with 

steps to be taken to mitigate that risk. If we agree, then every step could be taken to ensure 

good governance for Camp, regardless of the constituency outcome. It would address some of 

the bigger questions for good. 

 

Whoever sits here in the House, and under whatever framework, the result for Camp should 

be the same and it should be focussed, and that’s why I think we need legislation to protect 

that.  

 

Thank you Mr Speaker, I support the motion. 

 

The Honourable Roger Spink 

 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 

 

Following on from the early and successful installation of the new 4G and 2G mobile 

network by Sure, I was delighted that we were able to work, as outlined during Farmers 

Week, rapidly in conjunction with Sure to expand coverage in our Islands. Our strategy as 

outlined in the Islands Plan to provide increased capacity, greater reliability and coverage as 

well as value for money, we hope will provide further improvements in the future. 

 

At Standing Finance committee yesterday it was good to hear of the progress being made 

across Government in the delivery of our ambitious capital goals. It is particularly pleasing to 
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see the way in which our hard working civil service have risen to the challenges we have 

given them. There is still much to do, but their efforts will quickly translate into meaningful 

improvements to the lives of many in our community. I would like to thank them for the spirit 

in which they have so far embraced our Islands Plan.  

 

The major projects of the port and power station are gathering some impetus and in my view 

the sooner we can get these crucial pieces of infrastructure underway the better. 

 

It is great to see the plots being allocated on Sappers Hill, and I look forward to Diamond 

Jubilee Road and phase six being got underway to feed the demand for housing plots. On that 

subject I hope that following discussions with Standard Chartered Bank that we will be able 

to improve the support for mortgages, which has not been revised for five years. In the words 

of Margaret Thatcher, ‘You and I come by road or rail, but economists travel on 

infrastructure’. Our future prosperity depends on the development of our infrastructure. 

 

It is good to hear of the progress being made for collaboration with MOD in a number of 

areas. The men and women at MPA who sacrifice much time away from their loved ones to 

ensure our security and freedom also deserve our thanks. 

 

Despite recent success in the provision of meat and fish to the base, failure of the supply of 

fresh salad crops for the first time in a number of years to MPA highlights the need for long 

term supply contracts and pricing agreements to ensure security and continuity of supply to 

benefit both local businesses and the inhabitants at MPA. It cannot by any measure be cost-

effective or a sensible use of scarce freight capacity to fly salad crops into the Islands.  

 

The private sector is also investing in our future with several new vessel builds underway. 

 

In tourism, the total number of beds has grown from 378 in 16/17 to 499 in 18/19 and a 

number of cruise vessel tours have upgraded their offer as predicted tourist arrivals rise by 

almost 10%.  

 

The private sector will also be delivering many of our Camp road improvements, the VPU, 

Training Centre and new housing. We all have a busy period ahead building a brighter future 

for all. Despite today’s snow, the Falklands spring has begun. 

 

Thank you. 

 

The Honourable Mark Pollard 

 

Mr Speaker, 

 

In rising to support the motion I would like to firstly thank my former colleagues and 

employer at Sure for their work on the new mobile network. I know how much work it can be 

and I have been using the network and [inaudible].  

 

I would also like to take some time to congratulate all those involved in the ice hockey 

tournament over in Punta Arenas. I spent the evening sitting at home getting more and more 

gripped by a sport that I hadn’t really considered watching before. Well done to all those 

involved and I am already keeping an eye on next year’s tournament with a view to 

supporting you in person. 
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We released a press release two days ago proposing a referendum, as my colleague the 

Honourable Teslyn Barkman alluded to [inaudible]. The reason for this is a result of the 

hustings period and public meetings we’ve had in Camp since, where it was continually 

raised with us that we should reconsider having a single constituency. I have publicly stated 

many times that I support the idea of a single constituency. We have had a by-election in 

Camp in the past that was uncontested and if a single person had withdrawn or not stood for 

Camp this time it would have been uncontested also.  

 

Why a referendum? The constitution states in subsection 27 that in order to change the 

constituencies a referendum must be held in which “two thirds of those voting are registered 

as electors in each constituency” support a change. Why not until next year you may ask? We 

have advertised this so early to get people debating the specific merits and to give all voters 

the opportunity to fully debate and inform themselves. It has also been suggested that perhaps 

we should be looking at other ways to make our democracy more democratic. I’m happy to 

do this and welcome any debate coming forward, but please be clear that only the issue of 

constituencies requires a referendum to change it. That doesn’t mean we can change other 

parts on a whim. Much will still require constitutional change which will be a long process of 

consultation where all will be able to have a say. 

 

I would like to finish by briefly mentioning my support for young Harry. After becoming a 

parent so recently my heart goes out to Harry, his parents and the rest of the family. We all 

can’t wait to see you come back home. Tara and David’s updates with their little smiling 

superhero is an inspiration and certainly puts things into perspective for me. I am sure other 

Members will join me in saying: “get well soon, Harry!” 

 

The Honourable Ian Hansen 

 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 

 

I, too, was going to mention obviously the ice hockey heroes and also young Harry, but all I 

will say is I totally echo and agree with what the Honourable Mark Pollard has just said.  

 

I would like to begin by thanking young Joseph Hardcastle who has been working at Gilbert 

House as an intern for this last two months. He has been working with us on research projects 

as well as working with PR and Public Health, Carol Morrison. Today is his last day, and I 

see he is here, and I think we would all like to extend our thanks for the time he has been with 

us. Thank you, Joseph.  

 

I think all of us today were probably going to mention the press release on the referendum. I 

believe that it’s already stimulated a lot of conversation on social media and I’m sure in other 

places.  

 

Just a few statistics about constituencies and referendum that I managed to pull out the other 

night. It’s interesting that we are now talking about one constituency and I’m not going to go 

into the pros and cons of that at the moment, there will be plenty of time for that later. At one 

point there was somebody who was elected for Camp, somebody who was elected for West 

Falkland, somebody who was elected by East Falkland, then there was central Stanley, East 
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Stanley and West Stanley – so in effect we had six constituencies. I think about 1997 that 

changed, I believe. 

 

The Honourable Mark Pollard mentioned the fact that there was a bi-election which I stood in 

and it was uncontested. That is fairly unusual, but back in 1985 the whole of the Camp 

Members for them were elected uncontested – there was only four people stood when 

[inaudible] four for Camp, so it’s not a new thing, but it is definitely something I agree we 

need to get away from. 

 

What I found interesting in some of these figures was the turn out in 2001 for the referendum 

was 70%. I am assuming that was because it was an election year as well, but in 2011 the 

turnout was only just 40%, just under, so that’s interesting. The other interesting thing I found 

was that in 2001, 24 ½% of people in Camp said ‘yes’, they wanted a single constituency. In 

2011 only 16% said they wanted a single constituency so this referendum is going to be 

extremely interesting to see where things stack up.  

 

Even without the section 27 in the Constitution, which states that there must be at least 2/3 of 

each [inaudible], without that in 2001 if it had just been a straight split we would still have 

141 people to say yes, and in 2011 we would need another 122 people across the constituency 

to say yes. So some interesting figures there.  

 

I think that is all I had today Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 

 

The Honourable Leona Roberts 

 

Mr Speaker, 

 

One day, Honourable Members will be pleased to hear that I will have nothing to say at this 

stage, but to coin a phrase; it will not be this day! There are a couple of matters, relatively 

small things that I would like to touch upon mainly relating to my portfolio. 
 

Earlier this month I was very pleased to attend the FIDF’s awards night and to see members 

receiving promotions, Long Service and Good Conduct awards and recognition from the 

Force. I would particularly like to highlight the achievements of Zoran Zuvic who received 

his Commission from the Governor and to Ian Betts who was retiring from the Force after 

twenty years. 

 

The FIDF is rightly valued by this community and I would like to take the opportunity to 

thank them for their service and to encourage others to consider signing up. This year’s 

recruitment drive is currently underway, I think tonight [inaudible] to the Drill Hall 

[inaudible] but this really does offer a great opportunity for men and women, young and not 

so young I think, to be part of something quite special.  

 

I have to admit I have never been fit enough or brave enough to give any serious thought to 

joining the FIDF, but there have been moments since the awards evening where I have drifted 

into extreme moments of delusion where I have – briefly – considered what it might be like 

to actually be able to fire a rifle or run a mile, who am I kidding anyway, or carrying a pack. 

Then I remember that they probably wouldn’t find a uniform to fit me and even if they did I 

would almost certainly keel over before completing one lap of the Drill Hall, so it may not be 

this year but I would seriously encourage anybody to [inaudible] FIDF members and they 
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will tell you that this is a unique ‘family’. That they learn skills they couldn’t elsewhere, they 

become physically stronger and that it comes with an enhanced social life and a sense of 

pride that I think perhaps only a uniform can provide. So, yes please [inaudible] 7pm at the 

FIDF Hall and despite what I said I believe you don’t actually have to be fantastically fit 

before joining up, they will help you with that.  

 

This weekend the Emergency Services will be holding an Open Day and I would urge the 

public and Members to take the time to visit the Police Station, Fire Station and the 

Ambulance service for a look around. Speak with the crews there and I don’t doubt you’ll 

come away with a new appreciation of what they do for us. We generally don’t consider these 

teams Mr Speaker, [inaudible] so turn up in the morning and then I understand there is a 

Food Expo in the Town Hall so you might treat yourself with something there too which is 

something I am looking forward to, not that that’s going to help me into that FIDF uniform! 

 

A very quick word on the environment: I hope to update the House next month on our plans 

for waste management, but this has cropped up on Facebook and social media recently so I 

would briefly reassure the public that there is a great deal of work being undertaken in 

[inaudible] FIG departments are working hard on this.  I’m very pleased though to see that 

the community seems to feel so strongly about what is a very serious issue and that there 

aren’t going to be cheap or quick fixes, I think [inaudible] challenging decisions probably to 

be made.  

 

Speaking of which, I too was happy to hear that we were this week able to announce the 

referendum on a single constituency. The vote is a long way off, but there is much debate to 

be required before November. This was an issue raised ahead of the election and is actually 

being largely driven by Camp residents themselves, as has already been said, so I look 

forward to continuing the discussion and the debate.  It certainly lit up Facebook last night 

and in this case that’s not a bad thing.  

 

I would like to end by saying just how proud I have been of our community this month, and 

for quite a range of reasons, but just three of which I would like to mention here today.  

 

Firstly, it took my voice almost a full week to recover from the Dragstravaganza. It was a 

wonderful evening which celebrated diversity and talent and I would like to thank all of those 

involved in putting on such a funny, outrageous and actually just joy-filled show. It was 

something to behold, and I hope we will see repeats of this.  

 

Watching the Falklands’ ice hockey teams competing in Chile was entertaining for a whole 

different set of reasons, but also brought about feelings of delight and great pride right across 

these Islands. The players and support teams are all to be congratulated for their truly 

sensational performance – they have done us all proud. 

 

Finally, the way that our community spontaneously rallied to show love and provide support 

for a poorly little boy receiving overseas medical treatment, and for his family, I have found 

deeply moving [inaudible]. Sometimes we forget what really matters and get caught up in all 

our petty issues and its situations like these which bring everything very sharply into focus. 

It’s frustrating when we can’t just fix things for people but curries, cupcakes, carwashes and 

superhero outfits have demonstrated that there’s no shortage of love and positive vibes being 

transmitted from all corners of the Falklands. So get well soon, Harry. 
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That’s it from me Mr Speaker, thank you very much I support the Motion. 

 

Commander British Forces, South Atlantic Islands 

 
Mr Speaker, 

 

Thank you, I don’t normally speak, but I thought I would because I have been struck this 

morning by the amount of mention of MPC and the MOD in both the portfolio reports and 

indeed from the wider MLAs. 

 

To me this buoys me up hugely, this strikes me as good integration and an ongoing 

blossoming partnership. Both as I say from the portfolios we have just heard and indeed 

wider. It is great that we now have a new medical officer down here and will work closely 

with the KEMH, as the Honourable Ian Hansen has just said.  

 

I think turning to rotors if I may for a couple of seconds, which is a very dangerous thing for 

me to do in this House, the documentation has started to flow through the Falkland Islands 

Government and, of course, through the contractor. I would like to take this opportunity to 

commend the Met. office for the work that they have done over the last couple of years, as 

MLAs are aware, and we will I am sure go towards a more dynamic prediction system in the 

not-too-distant future that the Honourable Barry Elsby has just talked about. 

 

While it is not a done deal yet, and the science still has to deliver, I have a sense of real 

cautious optimism that the subject will deliver and we will dynamically deliver the place 

better than we do at the moment.   

 

Finally, I would like to talk a little bit about the local economy, which again the Honourable 

Roger Spink touched on. I, too, am absolutely delighted that we will be able to take our fish 

and meat up at MPC from local suppliers and equally I am equally as disappointed 

[inaudible] grown produce is not going to come from the Falkland Islands in the very near 

future and I would really hope we can address that in the not-too-distant future and go back to 

the status quo of where we were before. 

 

For me really I see a real future and a far closer relationship between the MOD, the Falkland 

Islands Government and the Falkland Islands private sector, which again I think has been 

borne out this morning. I have an opportunity to jointly brief with the Chief Executive and 

the MLAs on Tuesday on the future, and some really exciting opportunities I think where we 

can bind this further and really take things forward. 

 

[inaudible] 

 

Mr Speaker 

 

Honourable Members that concludes the business for today.  

 

The House stands adjourned accordingly.  

 


