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The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 28 July 2016  

 
Prayers 
 
Mr Deputy Speaker 
 
Good Morning, Honourable Members, Ladies and Gentlemen, Welcome.  Can I just remind 
everyone, about Mobile phones please, ensure that they are off. Thank you.   
 
The Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Confirmation of the Record of Budget Legislative Assembly held on 31 May and 3 June 
2016. 
 
Mr Deputy Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, would you confirm that I may sign the record as correct. 
 
Honourable Members 
 
Aye. 
 
The Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Papers to be laid on the table by the Honourable Chief Executive.   
 
Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last 
sitting of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the 
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977. 
 

• Restrictions on Permitted Development (Stanley) Direction 2016  
 

• Fishery Production (Designations)(Amendment) Order 2016  
 

• Administration of Justice (Payments to Jurors and Witnesses) Rules 2016 (Correction) 
Order 2016 
 

• Finance Ordinance 2016 (Correction) Order 2016 
 

• Coins Order 2016  
 

• Coins Order (No 2) 2016  
 

• Court Fees (Family Proceedings) (Amendment) Rules 2016 
 

• Committees (Public Access) (Designation of Public Bodies) Order 2016 
 

In accordance with Section 5 of the Law Revision (Paving) Ordinance 2015: 
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• Second Report to the Legislative Assembly from the Statute Law Commissioner 
 

In accordance with Section 80 (2) of the Constitution the reports of the Public Accounts 
Committee in respect of internal audit reports: 
 

• Follow up report – Registry Services 
• Follow up report – Social Welfare 
• Follow up report – Occupational Health 
• Follow up report – Business Continuity 
• Follow up report – Taxation 
• Follow up report – Environmental Planning 
• Fox Bay Village 
• Fixed Assets 

 
Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, I hereby lay on the table the aforementioned papers. 
 
The Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motions 
 
Motion Number 11 of 2016 by the Honourable Michael Poole 
 
That this House notes the adoption by Executive Council of the Executive Council Standing 
Orders and Supporting Appendices. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, Executive Council has extended this House the courtesy 
of presenting to it a copy of Standing Orders and supporting Appendices which set out how 
Executive Council will be regulating its procedures in the future. 
 
The House is not be asked to approve these, as it is not for the Legislative Assembly to do so, 
but we can clearly debate and discuss the Standing Orders if we wish to, and can relay any 
comments we may have to Executive Council members.  
 
The Standing Orders are made up of 25 separate parts and include a range of more detailed 
appendices. It’s quite a substantial document, as we know, a couple of hundred pages in total, 
I think. But really the key detail is in Standing Orders themselves which is only about 10 to 
15 pages long.  
 
The 25 Standing Orders give everyone the opportunity to understand how the Government’s 
key decision making body operates.  I know this House cherishes openness and having these 
procedures openly accessible must be a step forward. We hope that those both within FIG and 
outside of it find this document useful. 
 
It has been some time in its creation – a number of years even – but I would like to thank the 
working group that has moved this on, particularly over the last 12 to 18 months or so. 
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Particular thanks to the Attorney General and his team for a lot of work that went into this 
and for really driving in forward in bringing it to Executive Council recently.  
 
Much of the detail within the document is merely formalising existing practice and should not 
come as a surprise to many. However, this process did allow us to discuss and, in my view, 
improve a number of areas. 
 
Just a couple of examples, the first of which is that we clarified the process of submitting 
papers to Executive Council and laid that out very clearly for all involved, which I think is 
helpful .  
 
We have also updated the Executive Council paper format. I think it is fair to say that some in 
the civil service may suggest that the new format is a bit burdensome, but hopefully it will 
further improve the already excellent advice that is given to Executive Council.  
 
We have outlined the role of Executive Council clearly. There are inevitably some catch-all 
statements in that description, but the intention is to make sure that Executive Council is 
more of a strategic policy-making body and to look to delegate as much detail as possible 
through the committee structure or to individual posts.  
 
There is still much work to do to complete it; some of the appendices are still outstanding. 
The working group will be meeting in the next couple of months to move that on, but at this 
stage, Mr Speaker, I commend this document to this House.      
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. I am very happy to second this motion. It is some years 
since I first observed to colleagues that there were no rules, in effect, to the conduct of 
Executive Council. That was an omission. It gave the opportunity for different people 
attending to Executive Council to do things in a different way, just because they thought that 
was a good idea, rather than that’s how the business of Government should be conducted. So 
what we now have is a fairly brief set of rules for the conduct of Executive Council business, 
and that’s a good thing.   
 
It is important to note that the document seeks primarily to formalise and record the existing 
practices and to fit in with the frame work of other Government documents in use across the 
Government.  The key documents like the Constitution, the Management Code, and Financial 
Instructions remain unchanged and this document simply reinforces our structures by 
explaining how Executive Council works.   
 
I, too, would like to thank all those people who put in a very large amount of time in pulling 
this all together, both from the public service and from amongst Members themselves.  
 
Whilst reducing this complex area to 25 standing orders it is commendable and should not be 
overlooked that the document is supported by detailed explanatory notes in a number of 
detailed supporting appendices.  
 
All Executive Council Committees have received refreshed terms of reference and I think 
that is a good thing.  I did remind myself, just the other day that I haven’t responded to the 
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Attorney General on behalf of at least one Committee, so all of those of us who Chair 
Committees of Executive Council need to recall that those fresh terms of reference need to be 
reviewed and make sure that they are correct.  
 
As my Honourable Colleague has noted there is still some work to do to complete, but we 
hope that that can be done in fairly short time.  
 
I support my Honourable Colleague’s observations on this document and second the motion.  
 
Mr Deputy Speaker 
 
Any other Member like to speak to the Motion? 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. Just a brief observation. I know it’s a matter quite close 
to the heart of the proposer of the Motion, the Honourable Michael Poole.  
 
We attended some time ago workshops on Environmental Mainstreaming and looking at how 
our unique environment feeds into almost everything we do, including all our Industries.  
And one of the suggestions was that as well as legal, financial and housing implications being 
included on most Executive Council papers, we should also include the environmental 
implications where they’re relevant. They’re not always, I accept that. But I wouldn’t like 
that to be lost sight of.  
 
I support the Motion. Thank you. 
 
Deputy Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member, like to speak to the Motion? No other Member wishes to speak to 
the Motion.  
 
The Motion before this House is that this House notes the adoption by Executive Council of 
the Executive Council Standing Orders and supporting appendices.  
 
Is there any objection to passing the Motion? No objection.  The Motion is carried.  
 
The Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 

 
Motion Number 12 of 2016 by the Honourable Michael Poole 
 
That this House notes under Standing Order (42) a petition in the interest of safety of children 
in the vicinity of the Infant Junior School to impose the immediate introduction of a one-way 
system in Stanley for the better management of traffic and as a deterrence to dangerous 
driving, such that traffic would flow east to west on Fitzroy Road and Drury Street, and west 
to east on John Street. 
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The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  Members were presented with this petition in late May 
and this is the first opportunity we have had to enter it into the formal Assembly Record as 
the signatories wished it to be.  
 
The petition is signed by 149 people, and as has just been stated, it calls on the Government, 
in the interests of public safety, to introduce a one-way system on John Street and Fitzroy 
Road in the centre of town.  
 
MLAs discussed this at a public meeting in late May and received this petition shortly 
afterwards. At the time when this was first raised in the Public Meeting, we encouraged 
people to avoid the area if at all possible, particularly whilst road works are going on. I would 
reiterate that message today.  
 
I would also note that there has been an enhanced police presence around the area during key 
times, and that anecdotally, I believe that this has seen a significant improvement in traffic 
flow, around lunchtime and late afternoon.  
 
MLAs had committed to studying the issue further and eventually to formally considering it 
at Executive Council. To date we have only taken informal advice on this, we would have 
hoped to have considered it at Executive Council earlier in the week, but due to other work 
commitments in the key departments that hasn’t happened, unfortunately. We will see a paper 
come to us with a range of options in the next two or three months, is the hope.  
 
Mr Speaker, I would l propose that the House formally notes this petition.  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short, 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
In rising to second the motion by my Honourable Colleague, perhaps I can give a bit more 
background detail as to when we may see it up.  
 
I have had communications with Director of Public Works and I’m afraid, as is normal in 
Public Works Department, (or seems to be normal), we are down to about one man and the 
tea boy, which is stopping a lot of things happening as quickly as we’d like it. So, we think 
the earliest we are going to see that paper coming to Executive Council now is probably late 
September this year.  
 
It has to be said that not everyone is in accord with the one way system, and that will have to 
be taken into account. The Director Public Works also says that there will be other 
recommendations, as his personal belief is a one way system, with traffic parked on the roads 
is not going to add to safety at all.  It might give people an extra two minutes, perhaps, that 
they might have lost. I think one of the proposals is going to be a clearway system, which 
will, of course, have the effect of driving traffic into other bits of town. There will be, as I 
say, that, and other proposals in his paper.  
 
I second the Motion. 
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The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  
 
There can be absolutely no doubt that the most important priority for all Members is the 
safety of our children and our grandchildren, and that they can get to school and away again 
safely.  That’s the prime consideration here. There is an assertion in this petition that 
introducing a one way system would improve traffic safety, that’s the crux of the matter, 
because, not everybody believes that that is the case.  
 
There is evidence from other jurisdictions that the introduction of one way streets creates 
faster moving traffic, rather than safer driving traffic. So it’s those sorts of considerations, 
together with the parking, that my Honourable Colleague has mentioned, that will form the 
basis of any decision on whether to change the road structure in and around the centre of 
Stanley.   
 
There are lots to consider, but paramount in all of our considerations must be the safety of the 
children.  
 
Thank You.  
 
Mr Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Motion before this House is that this House notes under Standing Order (42) a petition in 
the interest of safety of children in the vicinity of the Infant Junior School to impose the 
immediate introduction of a one-way system in Stanley for the better management of traffic 
and as a deterrence to dangerous driving, such that traffic would flow east to west on Fitzroy 
Road and Drury Street, and west to east on John Street. 
 
Is there any objection to passing the Motion? No objection, the Motion is carried.  
 
The Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motion Number 13 of 2016 by the Honourable Ian Hansen 

 
That this House notes the planned programme of works for Public Accounts Committee for 
the period July 2016 to June 2017 

 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
The planned programme of work for the Public Accounts Committee for the forthcoming 
year consists of seven obligatory tasks, four ongoing projects and three new projects also a 
look forward to 2017/2018. 
 
The seven tasks that the Public Accounts Committee will automatically carry out are: 
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Public Accounts, which consider the arrangements for auditing of the public accounts, and 
the priorities of that audit. 
 
We also consider and report to Legislative Assembly on account of statutory bodies: 

• Falkland Island Development Corporation, 
• Falklands Landholdings Corporation, 
• Falkland Island Tourist Board.  

 
Bodies in receipt of Public funds are considered and reported to the Legislative Assembly on 
the accounts of the following bodies, which in include:  

• Media Trust 
• Museum and National Trust 
• Falklands Conservation 

 
Will report on bodies on which the Falkland Islands Government are shareholders, i.e. 
Stanley Services Ltd. 
 
Bodies in which a statutory body is a shareholder for instance the Falkland Island Meat 
Company Ltd.  
 
Any matter referred by the Governor that means basically referred to the Public Accounts 
Committee from this Excellency the Governor, or Executive Council.  
 
Consider and report to Legislative Assembly on all reports of the Chief Internal Auditor. 
There are approximately 25 reports annually, plus follow up reports.  
 
There are four projects that have been started and will continue into the financial year of 
2016/2017, as follows: 
 

• The use of consultants by the Falkland Island Government. 
• The Department of Natural Resources Fisheries building. 
• The review of the Leisure Centre investment during the years 2013/2014 
• The review of the purchase of the coastal shipping service sea truck, the Concordia 

Baby. 
 
The three new proposed projects will be: 
 

• The review of Falkland Island Government regulation for Medical Practitioners. It is 
proposed to look at the charges set by FIG for medical practitioners to a certain           
formula used to calculate costs and how the finance is utilised.   

 
• It will also explore how monies allocated by the Standing Finance Committee to set 

up a registration system in the Islands have been utilised.  
 

• We will review the Falkland Island Government Database system, to ensure value for 
money has been achieved in this area.  
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• The Quarry is the final one, with the cost of materials. It is proposed to consider the 
formula used to calculate the cost of materials to the public available from the Quarry. 
It is intended to take account of bench marking and any specific local factors into this.  

 
The proposed future projects for 2017/2018 are: 
 

• Port William feasibility study 
• Review of cost effectiveness of Fisheries Department, pre and post ITQ. 
• The Public Jetty 
• Prison upgrade, mark 2 
• The ten house contract on Sapper Hill 
• The twenty house contract on Sapper Hill 
• These ideas will be reviewed in more detail in due course.  

 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
I would like to support the comments made by my Honourable Colleague.   
 
Public Accounts Committee is an important committee, to ensure that the public funds are 
spent wisely.  As you have heard from my colleague, there are some very big projects we will 
be looking at.  Particularly, Fisheries Building, Leisure Centre upgrade and the use of 
Consultants.  I think the public will want to know that the money spent on those projects was 
spent wisely.  
 
The other things coming up in 2017/2018 again, are very interesting, the effect of ITQ, 
whether it achieved what we hoped it would achieve when it was started.  Of course, my 
Honourable colleague Roger Edwards is away at the moment. He would be pleased that we 
are looking at the public jetty and the cost over runs in that.  
 
These are big pieces of work and they revolve around looking at a lot of paper.  Chatting to 
the Chair of the Public Accounts Committee, she asked me to remind officers that the 
committee can only conduct all of its work efficiently if the paper work that she requests is 
produced in a timely way. I would use this opportunity to remind Heads of Department, that 
if you are asked for some information regarding any of the projects undertaken by Public 
Accounts Committee, that the speedier you return that means the Public Accounts Committee 
can get on with its work in a more efficient way. 
 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
I would just like to comment, that I certainly commend the work of the Public Accounts 
Committee.  It’s a fairly new committee, I understand.  It was introduced with the new 
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constitution.  I think it’s finding its way very well. A lot of time is spent on the Internal Audit 
reports, but I think the public are really interested in these other matters that are on the list of 
priorities today.   
 
The Government, I believe, we are fully committed to providing resource for this committee.  
There are funds already in the budget, but if the Committee requires further resource I’m sure 
that we are open to hear from them to assist them with their important work.  
 
I am pleased to see that on the list is to look at the Quarry and the cost of materials.  It was 
raised in Farmers Week question time, and it’s a useful moment to highlight that for those at 
that meeting, as they asked how the Quarry costs were calculated.  It’s good to see this on the 
Public Accounts Committee agenda.   
 
There is a very long list, coming through into the following year and I do want to make the 
point that we in Government are very supportive of this work, and we will provide the 
resources that are requested, I am sure, to make it effective and move forward.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.  
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. Just to pick up on that point.  I note that there are a 
number of projects that are brought forward from last year. Could I ask the Honourable 
Members who sit on the Public Accounts Committee, from the Assembly side, how much of 
the resources allocated to the Public Accounts Committee for last year remained unutilised 
and what application the Public Accounts Committee has made for resources for this 
financial year so that the work can be carried out.  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  
 
I have to apologise to the Honourable Mike Summers that I don’t have that information at 
hand, but I will find it out and report back.  
 
Mr Deputy Speaker 
 
The Motion before this House notes the planned programme of work for Public Accounts 
Committee for the period July 2016 to June 2017. 
 
Is there any objection to passing the Motion?  No Objection. The Motion is carried.  

 
The Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio Reports 
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The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole and I meet regularly with the Chamber of Commerce Board, 
and there are less frequent meetings with all Assembly Members with the Board and we often 
have a number of items to follow up from those.  
 
However, these meetings are most useful for the exchange of information.  As yet, we have 
no concrete information to give to them on the effect of the UK exit from the E.U, but work 
on that is ongoing.  The Chief Executive is consolidating a list of the areas, we, and industry 
feel may be difficult, but until the UK time table for that actual exit is clear, we have to work 
with current rules. 
 
We have received assurances that the Overseas Territories will be kept informed, and 
consulted, and the Honourable Roger Edwards will have more up do date information when 
he returns from the recent Pre Joint Ministerial Council Meeting. 
 
Encouragingly, further meetings have taken place between industry representatives and the 
MOD, exploring possible local involvement in work at MPA, which could be of great mutual 
benefit.   
 
Moving on to Mineral Resources, and I thank the department for the comprehensive report 
that they have given me.  Premier Oil continues to press ahead with the F.E.E.D; that’s the 
Front End Engineering Development process, for an eventual Sealion development.  It’s 
expected that a final investment decision will be made mid-2017.  Premier recently held 
another round of meetings with the Department, and its Consultants, as part of the Field 
Development Plan process.  These meetings ensure that the development of Sealion is 
according to good oil field practice, and in a manner that ensures the economic interests of 
the Falklands are being taken into account.  
 
Premier is also in the process of preparing Environmental Impact Statements for the project. 
A preliminary draft is currently being reviewed by officers, after which it will be formally 
submitted and be subject to a statutory consultation period.  Ongoing discussions are also 
being held between Premier and a number of FIG departments, during the development of 
other regulatory approvals and the requirements associated with the project. 
 
The current oil price means that exploration has been scaled back across the industry 
globally, and further exploration is unlikely before any development for Sealion commences.  
However, low rig rates may mean that an opportunistic campaign is carried out before that.   
 
A newly improved license extension frame will none-the-less provide operators with a 
measure of security and flexibility to weather the current oil price climate, and provide 
continuity of activity for FIG.   
 
The department is working with Consultants to develop a policy document that will underpin 
a suit of environmental regulatory legislation.  Initial scoping consultation is being carried out 
with local stakeholders, and it’s hoped that a final consultation document will be submitted to 
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Executive Council in the current quarter, prior to being submitted to wider public 
consultation and entering the drafting stage.  
 
The new legislation aims to cover a number of gaps in the current framework, and will 
considerably strengthen FIG’s regulatory powers in controlling the environmental impact of 
operations licensed under the Minerals Offshore Ordinance.    
 
The drafting element of the new legislation is also being carried out by external consultants, 
and a careful quality assurance process will be carried on from an early stage by the 
Directorate of Law and Regulation.   
 
The new legislation will address complex matters, both technically and legally.  As a result of 
which it’s difficult to predict when a draft bill or set of regulations will be ready for final 
approval by Members.  Nevertheless, suitable transitional provisions will be included in the 
legislation to take existing documents and approval into account.  
 
Parallel to that environmental legislation work the department is reviewing existing offshore 
safety legislation to bring it into line with changes made to the equivalent UK statutes. And 
that’s happened in the last year.  Although, the current safety legislation is already extensive, 
the updates will reflect post Macondo best regulatory practise, and will allow agreements 
with the UK Health and Safety Executive to work as seamlessly as they have done up until 
now.  A paper outlining those changes is expected to be put forward to Executive Council in 
the final quarter of this year.  Though, it’s not anticipated that the revisions will constitute a 
major change in policy.  
 
The Director of Mineral Resources and members of the team from our contractors, BGS, 
British Geological Survey, exhibited at the American Association of Petroleum Geologists 
annual convention and exhibition, in Calgary last month.  While the exhibition was 
considerably smaller than previous years, due to the global oil industry downturn, meetings 
were held with new ventures representatives from several significant oil companies who 
expressed interest in the opportunities that we have in the Islands.  
 
Deputy Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to comment? 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Mr Speaker.  
 
I thank the Honourable Jan Cheek for her comprehensive report. 
 
I would just like to go back, to her touching on the Chamber of Commerce, and I wonder if 
she would like to just expand on the work of the Chamber of Commerce in engaging with 
MOD and looking at, where they can, offer services for their members and provide products 
into Mount Pleasant.   
 
I understand there has been a visit recently to Abbey Wood and I wonder if she can expand 
on that. I think that is a very exciting area that we need to all support and encourage, that we 
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engage with MOD.  The hand has been put out to us to do so.  I am keen to see that the 
Chamber is doing all it can to find ways of offering services and goods to Mount Pleasant.  
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
Yes, the Honourable Phyl Rendell refers to the recent visit by MOD contract officials that 
followed in turn from interest shown by the Minister of Defence. That was followed up by a 
meeting within Abbey Wood, and we (some of us) today saw a report from the Chamber 
representatives who were at that meeting.  We also had representatives from FIDC.  Every 
effort is being made to take up the opportunities on offer and I share the wish of the 
Honourable Phyl Rendell that we take all advantage that we can of those opportunities that 
are there.  We know there are some hurdles to be overcome, but, work is ongoing and FIDC 
is backing up helping people gain the certification that they need to be recognised for some of 
these tasks.  We are optimistic, but aware that we do have limitations in some things, in terms 
of labour and resources.   I hope that is will be made best use of.  
 
Thank you.  
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
I thank the Honourable Jan Cheek for her answer.  
 
Deputy Mr Speaker 
 
Any other comments? No. Thank you for that report.  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 
 
I’m rising to give you the Public Works Department report (slightly delayed). It’s long this 
report, so if you could bear with me, but of course there are always lots of exciting things 
happening in Public Works. 
 
Roads MPA and Rural:  We have just completed our first blast to open up a new borrow pit at 
Bush Rincon. This will allow us to cap sections of the MPA road on the south side of Fitzroy 
ridge without hauling material all the way from Port Harriet.  Every effort will be made to 
maintain the MPA road throughout this winter, and so far we’ve actually been blessed with a 
very good winter for that. There are no planned remedial works to other roads until the actual 
road season starts.  
 
There is no further update regarding a contribution from the military although, our Director 
Public Works is continuing to communicate with them. They have asked a number of 
logistical questions over the past weeks and therefore are obviously planning carefully their 
movements for the next season. It is our intention though, to focus our efforts on the west 
next season with works to remediate the worst sections towards Hill Cove and Dunbar. 
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Works will also be carried out near Leicester Falls, Stoney Ridge and Harps, the logistics of 
which we are just starting to look at now.  
 
Sand production at Pony’s Pass:  As people are probably now aware, it is prohibited to 
mechanically remove sand and PWD have only very recently removed part of the access 
track to the old extraction point. We have had a recent problem with the effectiveness of the 
flocculent in cold weather. However, there are reasonable stocks of material and we are still 
keeping ahead of demand.  
 
Pony’s Pass main quarry:  Production at the quarry is progressing well. We had to push 
things to complete orders placed before the end June. They were placed in order to obtain the 
lower material prices. This does concern us as in one month production costs will be up and 
sales revenue down. However, it is too early to be claiming that all is doom and gloom and it 
may be that we will see increased sales as the year progresses, that allows us to meet our 
projected sales estimates which means that we break even – otherwise there may be pressure 
for a further price hike come the next budget. 
 
Ross Road works: The Ross road works are progressing well and remain several weeks ahead 
of schedule. This has given us the confidence to release the short section to the west of 
Villiers Street to the contractor; this will also be completed within the required time period.  
 
Public Jetty: There is no confirmed end date at this time.  A proposal has been received from 
Morrison Falklands Limited (MFL) and this will be brought forward to Members as an 
Executive Council paper at the earliest opportunity.  I think we are hoping to have that to 
Executive Council for the end of August. 
 
Sapper Hill Housing: There have been some delays with progress on the houses. However, at 
this time there is no reason to expect they will not be completed for the January 17 handover 
date.  
 
Diamond Jubilee Road: Works have now progressed as far as they can until the phase 5 
design is completed.  The preferred solution for the phase 5 housing loop has now been 
approved by Members and the detailed design is underway. The DPW says that he would 
hope to have this completed and issued to MFL within 4-6 weeks. This is behind where we 
would like to be, but there is still time to bring this online when required. Works are also 
progressing in parallel, looking at the options for including a mobile home park to the west of 
the development.  Whilst we have received the blessings of MLAs for the siting of up to 20 
mobiles up in Sapper Hill, we suspect if we continue with this site we may have to return to 
Members with an options paper as the sum provided may not be enough for a solution that is 
in keeping with the area. We are still though pursuing other options and areas.  It must be 
remembered that if we move to another area that requires an access road of any length, plus 
services being further away from the main water and power lines etc then, this will drive up 
the cost, meaning that you can do a lot less.  As I said, nothing is set in stone and we are 
actively pursuing other options. 
 
The good people of Stanley may have spied increased activity around various sewerage 
pumping stations and some pits around town. This is a combination of scheduled 
maintenance and pump failures. The system continues to be under pressure and is unable to 
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cope during periods of heavy rain or a thaw. It is hoped this will improve as the Ross Road 
works proceed and the surface and foul streams are separated. 
 
Water and water related matters: The issue regarding the air in the line from the alternative 
water supply have now been resolved. However, the mechanical seals on the new pumps 
failed. These are covered under warranty, but have taken some time to be replaced. 
Therefore, we have been running on the Moody Brook system again for some time. Now that 
our Water Treatment Supervisor has returned from holiday it is hoped that the pumps will be 
recommissioned and the Murrell system brought back online.  
 
Water demand has dropped with the end of the oil round. We have had to use more chemicals 
than we had bargained for as the water from the Moody Brook reservoir has higher coloration 
than the alternative supply, especially at this time of year. We do have enough chemicals to 
see us through until the pump seals are replaced and we are back on the alternative water 
source. 
 
Staffing levels are still not looking great.  We have the usual period of people taking holidays 
over the next few weeks and this will put even greater pressure on the department.  
 
Currently we do not have a Roads Engineer or Assistant Roads Engineer. These are back out 
for recruitment.  
 
Also, the Deputy DPW finishes in mid-September and the Contracts Engineer finishes at the 
end of September. It is expected that both of these post may be gapped for a period of time 
while the recruitment is completed.  
 
There are still a significant number of gaps in the workforce, although we have seen some 
successful recruitment in both highways and Property and Municipal. 
 
We are currently in negotiation to retain the 8 exisiting agency staff until April/May 2017 and 
we are also looking at the possibility of at least one agency mechanic being recruited.  
 
Our Director Public Works has managed to champion a scheme to take on 2 school leavers 
who are currently employed as casual staff. They will spend 2 weeks working within each 
section and at the end will hopefully look to fill one of the permanent vacancies in whichever 
section they enjoyed working for the most.  
 
I would like to thank Colin for initiating this scheme and also all the staff with whom the 
youngsters will work for taking the time to let these young people experience the various 
facets of PWD – and there are many. 
 
To any young person out there I would say this: PWD has always been looked on as a second 
choice when all else failed, but it isn’t like that nowadays. Each and every member of the 
PWD plays a vital role. Without them services and many things that we just take for granted 
would grind to a halt. 
 
Stanley roads: With the current labour shortages and lack of Roads Engineer, the Stanley 
road works is currently limited. There is no firm programme and teams are currently 
completing drop kerb installations and pavement repairs. They are also completing an 
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essential repair to the drainage ditch at the bottom of Reservoir Road. This has included the 
removal of the existing collapsed stone wall and the construction of a new stone filled gabion 
wall.  
 
Interim power station: Works are progressing slowly on this, and there will now be a 
requirement for an additional Standing Finance Committee paper to request additional 
funding, due to the higher than expected tenders received. This paper will go to the August 
Standing Finance Committee.  
 
The report into the future of power supplies in Stanley: Work also continues on the power 
station feasibility and the Mott MacDonald team are returning to the Islands in September to 
present their findings to officers and Members. 
 
I understand that expressions of interest are shortly to be sought for installing street lighting 
and footpaths along the Bypass Road. This will probably be done in three distinct phases, 
with the first being from the Philomel Hill/Bypass Road junction, eastwards towards the 
Trough. Another from Philomel Hill West towards the Dairy Paddock Rd turnoff and the 
third will head down towards FIPASS. 
 
I very much welcome this happening at long last and before anyone says otherwise, it is NOT 
because I am now(temporarily at least) an inhabitant of the South Caravan park, but because I 
first brought this up after the election seven years ago ! 
 
And finally: 
 
Works on the new capital approvals is underway. A paver has been specified and will be 
ordered and will be here in time for the next season.   
 
A number of asphalt plants have been identified and quotations sought. Marc Short is going 
to visit some of these whilst he is away in September.  
 
Works have also started on looking at the proposed route for the power supply to the asphalt 
plant and it is hoped that all can be completed in time to ensure the plant is ready for the 
2017/18 season.  
 
Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.  
 
I wonder if the Honourable Gavin Short could answer a question please?  At the beginning of 
your report you mentioned the work programme for the Roads on the West, and indeed, the 
East, I guess.  Will any of the elements of that work programme have to go out to tender? 
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The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The short answer Sir, is, I can’t give you a definitive answer on that.  I believe we are moving 
our assets, (that’s PWD) onto the West this year.  So I suspect it is they who will be doing the 
extra works.  
 
Deputy Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Honourable Member wish to comment? 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.  
 
I’d like to thank the Honourable Gavin Short for his report.  
 
I really am just making a comment.  I was going to ask a question, (but he answered if for 
me) about pavements.  
 
I had been approached by members of the public about the problem about, (particularly at this 
time of year) the darkness on the bypass road.  There is a lot more people crossing that road 
to go work before 8 o’clock in the morning, and people have alerted me to the fact that 
people tend to dress in black, and it’s very hard to see them.  I am really pleased, and I think 
listeners will be really pleased to hear that that is now a project that is being undertaken by 
PWD.  The lighting particularly, going with it, will be welcomed by drivers on the Bypass 
Road on dark winter’s mornings and evenings.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Just to come back on that.  I would like to thank the Honourable Lady for her comments.   
 
I’m afraid it has been a long time going.  As I say, it was something I first raised after I got 
elected seven years’ ago.  That came about because somebody was actually hit on the Bypass 
Road, and being taxi driver myself, before I got into politics, it’s a section of road that I used 
to dread having to go up and down, especially on Trough nights.  So I’m sorry it has taken 
seven years, but I really am looking forward to something finally being done.  
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members 
 
Just one quick point. Regarding the need for a new mobile home park now that Murray 
Heights South is full.  
 
Would the Honourable Member like to join me in reassuring people that they will have plenty 
of chance to comment on this during the planning process.  When we updated the 
development plan last year we agreed a process on Government applications, which 
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effectively follow the normal planning process. It will be advertised in accordance with our 
normal rules.  People will be able to submit comments and will be invited to do so, if it’s in 
their particular area, or within a certain distance of their homes.  I just wanted to make that 
point. I’m sure the Honourable Gavin Short would like to reassure people as well.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker. I thank the Honourable Member for the points he raised.  Yes, it is my belief that 
this will go through the normal planning process, which gives people time to put objections 
or make comments or indeed they can support it if they wish.   
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  I thank the Honourable Member for his report, and 
commend the tremendous amount of important work that is being carried out by the Public 
Works Department in sometimes difficult conditions.   
 
Often it’s smaller things that interest members of the public.  I have a couple of issues to just 
question him about.  Does he know whether the quarry have any plans, or have had any 
discussions to provide more customer friendly arrangements for the supply of sand and 
aggregate from the Quarry to individual customers, that are better than: “Yeah, you can drive 
out the Quarry and get some”? Which is not a great arrangement both in terms of safety and 
customer service.  Particularly in terms of sand. Worth thinking about.   
 
The other issue is that (it has been raised with me).  The condition of the cemetery at the 
West end is poor. Not because of the work that’s been done, but because of the amount of 
water that floods down through there.   
 
I wonder whether he would investigate with his colleagues in Public Works whether it isn’t 
possible to build a ditch along the back of the cemetery at the East end there somewhere. So 
that all that water doesn’t flood down through that area where graves have already been 
placed, and make it uncomfortable for those who are visiting.   
 
Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker. I thank the Honourable Member for the points he raised.  I think I can partially 
answer the quarry question. I think we used to deliver, in the good old days when we had 
plenty of people. I think as people got less we moved away towards asking people to use 
private sector hauliers to fetch their sand (in those days’ rock) requirements. I will certainly 
raise it with Public Works and see if we can get confirmation of where we are and perhaps if 
there can be any changes made.   
 
Also, on the Cemetery I shall be more than glad to pursue that with Public Works. 
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Deputy Mr Speaker 
 
Any other comments? No. Thank you for that report.  
 
The Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Orders of the Day – Bills 
 
Livestock and Meat Products (Amendment) Bill 2016 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.  
 
This Bill amends the Livestock and Meat Products Ordinance 2010, to provide for a new 
definition of a designated abattoir and revokes the Sand Bay Abattoir designation order and 
for connected purposes. 
 
I beg to move the second reading of the Bill 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
I second the Motion 
 
Deputy Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak on the Bill? There is no debate. 
 
Is there any objection to dealing with this Bill by the short procedure? No Objection 
 
Does any Member wish to propose any amendments to the wording of the Bill?  There are no 
amendments.  
 
I declare that the Bill will be read for a third time and do pass.  
 
The Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Livestock and Meat Products (Amendment) Bill 2016 
 
Committees (Public Access) (Amendment) Bill 2016 
 
Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, I am happy to move the second reading of the Bill. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
I second the Motion Mr Speaker.  
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Deputy Mr Speaker 
 
Any Honourable Member wish to speak on the Bill?  There is no Debate.  
 
Is there any objection to dealing with this Bill by the short procedure?  There is no objection. 
 
Does any Member wish to propose any amendments to the wording of the Bill?  There are no 
amendments.  
 
I declare that the Bill will be read for a third time and do pass.  
 
The Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Committees (Public Access) (Amendment) Bill 2016. 
 
The Motion for Adjournment.  
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move that this house stands adjourned sine die. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  
 
Just a couple of things; I’d like to begin with an item that we have talked about previously at 
length in this House, and I won’t labour it here, but it’s that of waste management.  It’s really 
been prompted by an article in last Friday’s Penguin News and the editorial as well, regarding 
the ingesting of plastics and other waste, by turkey vultures, locally.   
 
Studies, such as the one performed by Dr Orge, only help to demonstrate the importance of 
getting these issues right, and clearly the more evidence we have, in terms of the range of 
negative impacts of poor waste management, hopefully mean that the solutions will be better 
for that understanding.  
 
As the author correctly points out, the interactions between wild life and our rubbish is an 
unresolved global issue.  We are not the only ones facing this problem, and it’s an inevitable 
consequence of our co-existence.  But, as a government we have already clearly recognised 
that we are not doing enough, and we are keen to do more.  
 
There was a brief discussion at Executive Council yesterday, which was just a small informal 
step in moving this on.  I think we will, hopefully, agree or we will agree before the end of 
the year, some policy principles and a detailed implementation strategy to improve the 
Government’s waste management approach.  I just wanted to let people know that we very 
much do not accept this issue is complete and we do have to improve things and we will.  
 
Finally Mr Speaker, I’d just like to add my congratulations to those, (as everyone else does 
I’m sure) to all the competitors and all those that were involved in the recent Ice Hockey trip 
to Punta Arenas.  A really great achievement! Fantastic growth from a relatively new club 
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and I particularly enjoyed the media coverage across all the mediums locally as well.  I 
thought it was excellent and hopefully they’ll do the same again next year.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I support the motion.  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
In rising to support the motion for adjournment I would like to begin by adding my 
congratulations to the Honourable Michael Poole’s to the people, to the youngsters who went 
over to Chile recently.  Excellent result!  
 
Earlier this month of course, we had the annual Farmers Week event.  I was very impressed 
with the attendance this year. I think it’s probably the better attended Farmers Week I’ve seen 
for a couple of years’.  Unfortunately, I couldn’t get to all the different slots that people 
presented, but each one I was at was very well attended and they were very interesting as 
well.  It’s good to see a mixture of age, ages of people there and not just farmers, but other 
people in other businesses that now attend Farmers Week.  
 
Of course, on external issues, since this House last met there has been quite a lot has 
happened politically.  The Honourable Jan Cheek has already mentioned meeting with the 
Chamber of Commerce.  The Honourable Phyl Rendell and a few other MLAs met with 
FIFCA to talk about possible issues, but it’s only early days so I guess it’s pretty much a wait 
and see at the moment.  It’ll certainly be interesting in a couple of months’ time when the 
Honourable Jan Cheek and I attend the Party Conferences. With a cabinet reshuffle we will 
obviously be looking to meet with as many of the new people in post as possible and of 
course with many old friends.  
 
Just finally, internally, again, the BFBS television I believe in Stanley here is still operating 
off a temporary aerial up on the mast.  I believe that not all of Stanley is getting television. 
There are certain areas, and my honourable colleague here sitting alongside me I believe is 
one of them at Moody Brook. There are other places I believe.  I do know that there is a lot of 
work being done on this, the new antenna that’s arrived to replace the old one was 
considerably heavier than the existing one.  That of course has meant that SURE and MOD or 
SURE and BFBS are doing tests on the mast to make sure that they don’t actually put it up 
and the whole lot comes crashing to the ground.  I know this on ongoing work and they are 
working very hard in trying to get this done.  I think it’s just worth mentioning to those 
people who might have external aerials on their houses that to check what direction they are 
pointing.  I have heard anecdotally that people have changed the direction of their external 
aerials towards the temporary set up and it has improved.  I do hope that the new one will be 
up and running soon.  
 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
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The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
In rising to the Motion of Adjournment I would like to touch on a couple of observations 
please, if I may? My first one is on Turkey Vultures. From what I spotted over Gilbert House 
a couple of days ago I would say your Turkey Vultures are thriving on plastic. Certainly 
seemed happy and healthy and lots of them.  
 
I don’t wish to steal the Honourable Mike Summers’ thunder because I suspect he will be 
reporting in some detail on the trip to New York. I would just like to give some observations 
because, to say, I was in a wonderful position having two snap shots. One was taken seven 
years ago and now I have this new photograph that I took.  It’s that I would like to, perhaps, 
comment on.   
 
As I say, I was actually very happy to accompany MLA Summers on the trip to the C24. As 
always, it consisted as a week working the political circuit in Washington before the main 
bun fight in New York at the UN. 
 
It was actually a pleasure to be back there as it allowed me to compare the snapshot that I had 
of when I was last there some seven years ago. The Washington part has changed and grown 
completely since I was there. I suspect that when I last visited we had just started the political 
visiting process and those we saw were somewhat unsure of whom we were (and I suspect, 
one or two of them), where we came from; whilst we ourselves I think we’re a little naïve as 
to what it was we were really trying to achieve. 
 
It’s not like that anymore. They know who we are. A lot of meetings were letting people 
know how things had changed (or not) in the Falklands since the year before. We have real 
friends up there now, on both sides of the political divide, who are able and willing to assist 
the Falklands, should we wish. 
 
The meeting with the administration was, as you would expect with most administrations, a 
pretty bland affair and I can’t see them climbing down off the fence anytime soon – but who 
knows, maybe a Trump Presidency will change that. 
 
The C24 was actually very different from my last time there. I would say it’s was even more 
biased than it used to be and something strange is going on, as before there was quite a cross 
spread of member countries at the meeting, but this time there might have been two or three 
other members there, but, the hall was packed with South American countries who are there, 
actually bowing and scraping (as I seen it) to Malcorra and read what they had been given. 
With the exception of two countries who were actually quite aggressive. I suspect that they 
too were hamming it up rather than carrying out orders from their home governments, but we 
shall have to wait and see whether that is the case.  
 
I had actually been urged to drop some of the things that I had in my speech as we should 
apparently not be too harsh on the Macri Government, give them time, they are decent chaps 
etc., but when Malcorra spoke, she delivered the same hard line rhetoric that the Kirchners 
did. She may have spoken softer and had been less entertaining than her predecessor, but her 
message was clear. We had no right to self-determination and should submit ourselves to 
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being an Argentine colony. There was also the same old tired garbage about militarisation 
and nuclear weapons in the South Atlantic and the Falklands. I do perhaps wonder though if 
the same speech writer survived the transition from Timmerman to Malcorra. 
 
The denial of self-determination was also interesting from someone who has the urge to 
become the UN Secretary General, replacing Mr Ban Ki-Moon and the difference could not 
have been more stark. Mr Ban Ki-Moon on one hand has said on a number of occasions, (the 
last that I am aware of wasn’t that long ago and was in Spain), that the self-determination 
applies to the Falklands, whilst the lady who wishes to replace him clearly thinks it doesn’t. 
Whether that extends to all or none of the self-governing territories or just us and Gibraltar I 
knoweth not, but anyone who can stand up and deny that the people have the right to self-
determination is, in my book, not fit to lead the United Nations. 
 
Farmers’ Week has been and gone, and I must apologise to farmers for the extremely low key 
session that I had with them on roads. I am afraid that due to lacking a roads engineer and a 
deputy, the DPW is it. However, he had a crisis on his hands and couldn’t make the meeting, 
so it was left to myself.  
 
At my level I have nothing too exciting to tell people as we know our plan of attack for a few 
years to come, and it is laid out in the Highways Asset Management Plan, which is a public 
document. We have long term contracts so nothing is going to change too much there. There 
is no extra funding so I couldn’t even announce that. What folk, I think would have been 
interested in is the actual operational stuff which I could not give as I am only an expert, not a 
roads engineer. 
 
The DPW did make it to the MLA session for a Q&A, which was actually a pretty tame affair 
– until after he left and then the road questions (directed more at the operational level) started 
again. Which I found quite disappointing as they had the main man sitting in front of them 
and said not a lot to him when he was there.  
 
I am actually starting to question whether another roads session is really a productive use of 
peoples’ time – unless of course we have a roads engineer in place who can answer the nitty 
gritty questions that people have. We shall have to wait and see. 
 
I, too, would like to join in congratulating Falkland Islanders who were away. The FIDF 
members who were over in the UK, and gave a very good account of themselves, and of 
course, everyone who was away in Punta Arenas for the Ice Hockey tournament. You guys 
and girls rock. 
 
Finally before subsiding, I would just like to ponder aloud for a few moments, if I may.  
 
We are quite often not happy with our lot, something or the other is causing an absolute 
furore on Facebook but, when you take time to find a splendid tree somewhere, light up a bit 
of baccy and think about things that are happening in other parts of the world in the name of 
religion or politics, or just because someone has had a bad day at work, you know, the cold, 
boring, imperfect Falklands, (even if you include the neighbours from hell just 300 miles 
away), ain’t that bad, not too bad at all. We have a great little country, perfect she isn’t, but 
compared to a lot of other places it’s paradise – in fact, I’d go so far as to say it is indeed the 
best little country in the world. 
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The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
  
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  
 
I, too, would like to make some comments on Farmers’ Week, following the Honourable Ian 
Hansen’s lead.  It was the main event for July, for Campers.  It was very well organised by 
the Rural Business Association and I emphasis Rural Business because it really is an 
organisation the represents all activities in the Camp, not just farming. That was very 
obvious, I think, in the meetings that were held earlier in July.  It started very productively 
with the EXPO on Sunday afternoon, which was a new venture, and I think that was very 
well received on a cold Sunday afternoon. Town were able to attend and many people took 
the time to set up stalls, including Government Departments, and it was a very enjoyable 
afternoon.  
 
On the back of that, the Susan Whitley art and craft exhibition was held in the Infant Junior 
School that Sunday and early in the week and at the end of the week we had the Community 
School Exhibition.  I would just like to say that really, really, heartening. Ailsa Heathman and 
I are the local trustees for the Susan Whitley Trust and we both were really encouraged by the 
Exhibitions this year, and particularly the effort to humanise and inform who Susan Whitely 
was.  I mean many of us, all of us here know, but some listeners might not be aware that she 
was the Home Economics Teacher at the Senior School (in those days) who sadly was killed 
in 1982.  Her brother Peter Giles gave some description of her life before she came here, her 
work in Africa and some photographs of her.  I thought that brought her very much to the 
fore at the Exhibitions this year.  
 
So, going back to Farmers’ Week, I was just struck by the breadth of presentations in the 
programme and it fitted very well with my current theme as Chair of the Quarter, 
emphasising added value to businesses.  There were three presentations on Tourism, showing 
what opportunities there were for people running camp businesses to be involved in Tourism, 
and was also a very interesting presentation on horticulture and how people might be able to 
grow white turnips and sell those into Stanley for Cruise ships and so on. (Even I can grow 
white turnips) So that was a really, really, interesting for those who perhaps don’t have the 
space to increase their sheep and meat production, but, for those who have got the space and 
want to improve their meat and their cattle and sheep production there was plenty from the 
Department of Agriculture to help them to look at higher lamb survival and so forth.   
 
I remarked to farmers at the start of the Department of Agriculture presentations that we 
should just take a moment to look back and note where Agriculture has come from over the 
last 20+ years.  We recall the great, but welcome upheaval of subdivision that resulted in 
local ownership. But, since then the genetic improvement to sheep and cattle is quite 
remarkable that’s been achieved here.  Then also the cropping and rotational grazing that has 
changed the look of the Camp in many areas of the Falkland Islands.  We should just look 
back and note how remarkable that has been in quite a short period of time.  Inevitably costs 
are rising for all producers and we do need to look at adding value to businesses in the Camp, 
and I think Farmers’ Week gave people lots of ideas. There was a good discussion around 
just doing that.   It was a really excellent meeting this year.  
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We’ve got a FIMCO Board meeting this afternoon. There is a review of FIMCO due and we 
are moving forward with that and building on the good work of the current team that work for 
the company. Further efforts are being put in place to market Falklands’ product, also into 
MPA we hope.  We wish the General Manager well, because he will be travelling soon to 
New Zealand and other parts to try to promote and market and get better prices for our meat.  
It is a challenge, particularly selling into the European Union, where meat prices are really 
quite depressed.  
 
We’ve already mentioned Brexit today, but we really can’t, I can’t pass up the meeting 
without commenting on Brexit. I mentioned in my Motion for Adjournment at the end of 
May, and now it’s the reality.  The British people have decided that they will leave the E.U 
and this will present opportunities, I think, that we will have to embrace here in the Falkland 
Islands.  
 
It’s been mentioned, (the Honourable Ian Hansen) that we met with FIFCA, the Fisheries 
Association, last week to hear their concerns.  We were able to brief them and we have been 
able to brief other people of the actions that the Falkland Islands Government has been taking 
since 24 June.  The Honourable Chief Executive has been working with officers, identifying 
the areas of risk for us, and we, Honourable Members have been in touch with the new 
Ministers: The Minister responsible for the Falkland Islands, The Ministers responsible for 
trade, for international trade and for the Brexit arrangements.  We have also been in contact 
with other Overseas Territories, as the Honourable Jan Cheek mentioned in her portfolio 
report.  The Honourable Roger Edwards, last week was in the Turks and Caicos Islands 
attending the pre JMC (the Joint Ministerial Council meeting) where he was able to discuss 
these matters with colleagues from other Overseas Territories.  We’ve particularly been 
working with Gibraltar, who have many similar issues to ourselves. So we can work together 
as Overseas Territories on these matters, but we can also work bilaterally because we do have 
exports. We do export into the European Union and we do have to get this point across, I 
think, as the United Kingdom moves through its processes for exit.  
 
On the other hand we must not get over, I think, nervous about it. The United Kingdom is 
still a full member of the EU and probably will be so for several years.  We have got a little 
bit of time to adjust and take into account what we’ve got to do.  
 
Just to go back to Fishery.  It is the start of the second loligo season, at the end of this week. I 
wish all those entering, taking part in the loligo fishery safe activities and a good harvest.  
 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion.  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
“The world is at war”, said the Pope yesterday after a murder of priest conducting Mass in a 
church in Normandy, a very serious event.  I’m not sure the world is at war, but certainly the 
campaign being launched by ISIS, ISIL, DIASH, whatever you call it, is really horrific.  
We’ve seen Europe being affected in France and in Germany and in Belgium and perhaps 
recently in Europe within Britain itself with an attempted kidnapping outside the RAF base in 
Marham.   
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These are very terrible times in Europe and it focuses our mind. I think it has to be 
remembered, although Europe is now affected, other parts of the world, in the Middle East 
particularly are even more badly affected.  It was only two or three weeks ago that one single 
bomb in Iraq, placed by IS killed over 300 people and maimed another 500.  It is, it bares 
very little comment on the news these days when suicide bombs killing 20 or 30 people in 
Iraq, in Syria or in Afghanistan, it gets passed.  People are being affected in Europe, but it 
must be remembered that people elsewhere are being affected in a much more severe way.  
 
Terrorism, of course, is not a new thing. Depending on how you define it, it’s probably been 
around for many thousands of years.  Europe was probably touched by terrorism the first time 
in the modern way after the French revolution when they had a reign of terror following on.  I 
think anyone here around the table could probably rattle of 20 or 30 terrorist organisations 
without having to think too hard.  Be they the IRA, the Shining Path, Farq, Bokoharam the 
list, unfortunately, is endless.  The temptation after such horrific attacks in Europe is to 
tighten laws, to bring in more draconian laws.  The danger there is that you will be putting at 
risk the very values and freedoms that we value and trust, and I’m pleased to say that the 
French Government have made a very clear statement that they do not intend to bring in any 
more new laws, for those very reasons.  There is no easy answer to terrorism, apart from 
vigilance and a determination to defeat it.  I’m sure all Members in the House will join with 
me in expressing our sympathies to all those affected by terrorism, no matter where in the 
world they are.  
 
Mr Speaker, I support the motion.  
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
We do indeed live in uncertain times.  It’s, I guess, ever been the case. The test for 
Governments is whether they are able to adjust to the circumstances and move on for the 
benefit of their citizens.  I do support the comments made by the Honourable Barry Elsby, 
there are some horrific things going on in other parts of the world, and they will affect us in 
one way or another, with different approaches to life, but we will continue to move on.   
 
I hadn’t in fact intended to talk about Washington and New York this time, but I thank the 
Honourable Gavin Short for his comments about Washington.  I think we do have a number 
of very good friends from Parliament to Parliament, if you like.  We have a lot of people in 
the Congress who we can call upon if we need some assistance, who will willingly provide it.  
That comes about as a result of regular work with those people, regular visits, going to see 
them again and again and again, and the people who are around them and the people who 
support them. So that it’s easy for them to support us. It’s the same processes we undertake in 
the United Kingdom. Make it easy for Parliamentarians’ to provide you their support.  Indeed 
it’s the same in Canada. Canada again supported the Falkland Islands right to self-
determination in the OAS this year.  It’s a new Government, it wasn’t so easy for them 
because they have a different approach, but they did it and we are extremely grateful for that.  
I did write to the Foreign Minister of Canada after their support on the OAS to thank them for 
that. In terms of our public diplomacy activity, I know that many people view it as MLAs’ 
going overseas and not worrying about one way systems and the price of rock, but actually, it 
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is important to our long term future. We do need the friends around the world to support our 
right to self-determination, and we do need other people in this Western Hemisphere from the 
Caribbean and from Latin America, who are prepared, at certain points to stand up and say 
“actually that’s not right”. We have some good friends in the Canadians and in the US. We 
need some more effort I think in the Caribbean and some of those other territories around 
there to get them supporting the right thinking moral principles exhibited by the Canadians.  
 
One or two other issues I had intended to touch upon:  The Old Peoples’ Service 
Development, the Project Manager for that project has now arrived in the Falklands and will 
be working away on detailed aspects to do with that.  The expressions of interest from 
Architects for a conceptual design of the building should just about be coming in now I think, 
so we are making some progress on that and I’ll report in more detail in due course.  
 
We had a public meeting on the development of new sports facilities relatively recently (I 
think a couple of weeks ago), that was very helpful.  There was a survey put out yesterday 
inviting people to comment on the various range of proposals that there is there. 
Unfortunately it wasn’t complete and had to be taken down last night, but I suspect by now 
its back up again in its full form. I would encourage everybody to take a look at that. There 
are also copies in the Leisure Centre and in the Post Office.  Look through it, give us your 
views, and tell us what it is you think you would like to see in terms of sports facilities.  
 
This cuts off in two different directions.   
 
We have seen the fantastic public diplomacy benefit of having the hockey club in Punta 
Arenas, and they did a brilliant job, and we all congratulate them for that. Indeed my 
Honourable Colleague also mentioned the shooters going to Bisley.  We will have a full team 
in Gotland next year in the Island games. We will have sixty plus people there representing 
the Falklands and promoting the Falklands. We will have a number of representatives at the 
world shearing competition in Invercargill (I think it is), in New Zealand in February next 
year, again who will be promoting and pushing forward the Falklands.  
 
Sport has a real place to play in presenting to the rest of the world the Country and people of 
the Falkland Islands. It also has a place to play here in our own community, and the 
Honourable Barry Elsby and I were in a portfolio meeting just recently with the Director of 
Health, discussing how we put together the programme for the promotion of public health.  It 
is an issue that’s very close to both our hearts.  
 
The concept of having a healthy society has to be a bit of a no brainer, but how do you 
achieve it? How do you achieve healthy living? In my musings of the last few days in trying 
to put together a group of people who can create some strategies on this, you look at how you 
achieve it. It’s a combination of basically, activity and eating, how you live your life.   
 
There are a lot of people going to be involved in this process. Obviously from the health 
perspective, there are people already involved in prevention, in the issues like Diabetes, 
Obesity and Heart Disease that are preventable diseases.  Exercise is an important part of the 
regime that assists those people.  
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There will be those in Education. If you start with the small children you will have a much 
better chance of getting the message through as they grow into adulthood. Education will be 
crucially important in this process.  
 
In the Infant Junior School, even possibly in the Pre School,  some of the information I have 
been looking at from Sport Scotland, (who created the programmes in Scotland) have very 
easy to follow, easy to understand, easy to read regimes for very small children, for larger 
children and for adults.  We will build on some of that. There are a number of people who are 
happy to help us in this process.  
 
Public Health England have said that they will send a Senior Person to the Falklands to help 
us scope out a strategy. Dumfries and Galloway with whom we have some contacts in the 
health area, have also said that they’re happy to provide their expertise, as indeed are Sport 
Scotland who have created the programme for Scotland, so we will draw on all of that and 
pull it together.   
 
I’ve already been in contact with the retailers to ask them how they would like to be 
represented in this process, because they are crucial to the whole eating scenario and what it 
is we eat.   
 
I am pleased to note that there was a session on horticulture in Farmers’ Week. If you walk 
through the supermarkets where is the biggest gap always? It’s always in fresh vegetables 
there just are not enough. There is scope to supply fresh vegetables, not just to cruise ships 
and to Mount Pleasant, there is scope to provide fresh vegetables to people here who need 
them. People who need to eat good wholesome food to keep them fit. I’ve written just 
recently to the Financial Secretary asking her to have a look at the slightly strange taxation 
arrangements we have for people who produce vegetables to sell, from a private perspective, 
who get taxed on their whole income and have no, apparently have no right to offset costs 
against it. There are, a whole raft of areas in which we will have to look and get help and 
assistance in creating this vision of Public Health.  I will be in contact with a wide range of 
people throughout the community in the next few days to push that forward and would hope 
to bring a strategy to Members of the Assembly, probably by the end of this year, or early 
into next year. So we can have a structure around which to start sort of building the things 
that we want to do to promote Public Health.  
 
Mr Speaker, I think that’s all I really intended to say today. I was going to say a little bit 
about Brexit, but it’s been covered by colleagues.  
 
Just to note in terms of reassurance for members of the public that two of the absolutely key 
figures in the UK’s negotiation with European Union: David Davis who leads the exit 
discussions is a friend of the Falklands; he visited here in the late 90’s as Minister for the 
Armed Forces and has always had an interest in the Falklands, knows and understands us and 
will understand our issues; and Doctor Leon Fox who is leading the inventive side, if you 
like, creating trade arrangements between the United Kingdom and other countries outside of 
Europe.  He is a very good friend of the Falklands, knows and understands the Overseas 
Territories very well, and undoubtedly will have us in mind when he’s negotiating these other 
arrangements. Hopefully, that will help the Fishing Industry, the Farming Industry and 
everybody else, so I think there is hope and expectation in the whole process but uncertainty 
reigns all over the world, as we know and understand.  
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I support the Motion.  
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
I’ll be as brief, as my voice permits. It was tested by the Mineral Resources report earlier.  
Following on from what has been said about the importance of our work overseas, of course, 
probably our most important partner in every way is the U.K in their responsibility for our 
defence, for which we are eternally grateful, and help with Foreign affairs.   
 
As the Honourable Mike Summers has said we have many very good friends in Parliament. I 
hope I made a new one in a recent trip, when I met one of the few remaining members of the 
Labour front bench, who by pure coincidence a couple of weeks’ later was appointed as their 
representative looking at Brexit, so I think we’re covered across the parties there.  
 
Talking about health, one of the simplest forms of exercise that is free is walking. The ability 
of our children to walk to our schools is something I want to see maintained. We don’t want a 
school so far away that it’s not practical for children to walk. I feel dreadfully sorry for the 
children who seem to barely see the light of day. They are driven to school, they are driven 
home, they then play on their computers and it’s not a healthy matter.  Going back to the 
question of the footpath along the Bypass, where an increasing number of children are now 
walking to and from school; I would hope that the Education Department and the Police 
could get together with a little bit of road safety training. Just basic things, until there is a 
well-lit footpath there. Children should be walking on the side of the road where they are 
facing oncoming traffic, so they have more chance of seeing that traffic and more chance of 
being seen; because even if they’re in dark clothes their little face will be seen. It’s something 
very basic, very simple not, I would have thought difficult to do.   
 
Finally, I wanted to give a bit of credit to one of my colleagues. At a recent meeting with the 
Chamber of Commerce we learned that some shops have seen a massive reduction in plastic 
bag use. I can’t remember the precise figure, but it was certainly over 75%.  So I’d like to 
congratulate the Honourable Michael Poole in taking up this project, which was started in a 
small way, some years ago, by Falklands Conservation, and bringing about the present 
apparent success. Even I remember to take my “bags for life’ now. It may seem a small part 
of the litter problem we have, but every single piece that is recycled or reused is one less 
blowing around the common or the beach. On that note, I’ll finish.  
 
Thank you. I support the motion.  
 
Mr Deputy Speaker 
 
Thank you. Honourable Members, that concludes business for today. I’d like to take the 
opportunity at this time to wish you well on recess.  
 
Therefore, it only leaves me to say that the House stands adjourned accordingly.  
 
Thank you. 
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