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The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly
held on Thursday 28 January 2016

Prayers

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, | bid you good morning, and my usual reminder about mobile phones
to be turned off, please.

Clerk of the Assembly

Confirmation of the Record of Legislative Assembly held on 17 December 2015.

Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, | have before me a record of our last meeting, is it your wish that |
sign this as a true record?

Honourable Members

Aye.

Clerk of the Assembly

Papers to be laid on the table by the Honourable Chief Executive.

Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last
sitting of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977.

Livestock and Meats Products (Hygiene) Regulations 2015
Livestock and Meats Products (Veterinary Officials) Regulations 2015

Livestock and Meats Products (Protection of Animals at Time of Slaughter or Killing)
Regulations 2015

Livestock and Meats Products (Examination for Contaminants, Residues and
Maximum Residue Levels) Regulations 2015

Livestock and Meats Products (Animal By-Products) Regulations 2015
Livestock and Meats Products (TSE Control) Regulations 2015
Livestock and Meats Products (Veterinary Medicinal Products) Regulations 2015

Taxes (Amendment) Ordinance 2015 (Correction) Order 2015
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e Fishery Products (Examination for Contaminants, Residues and Maximum Residue
Levels) Regulations 2015

e Fishery Products (Hygiene)(Amendment) Regulations 2015

In accordance with section 57 (1) of the Finance and Audit Ordinance 1988

. Falkland Islands Government Financial Statements

o Appendix 1 — Annual Governance Statement

o Retirement Pensions Equalisation Fund Financial Statements
. Insurance Fund Financial Statements

o Currency Fund Financial Statements

. Pensions (Old Scheme) Fund Financial Statements

o Capital Equalisation Fund Financial Statements

In accordance with Section 80 (2) of the Constitution the report of the Public Accounts
Committee in respect of Internal Audit Reports for:

Investment Management

Royal Falkland Islands Police

Main Accounting System

Production and Certification of Meat Report

Honourable Chief Executive

Mr Speaker, | hereby lay the aforementioned papers on the table.
Clerk of the Assembly

Questions for Oral Answer

Question Number 01 of 2016 by the Honourable Roger Edwards
The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, is the Honourable Mike Summers aware of the extremely
positive response to the excellent progress in child protection as evidenced by the response to
a question put by Chris Green Bolton West to the UK Minister James Duddridge, and | quote
his answer from Hansard “the Honourable Gentleman is clearly very well informed. The
Falklands are leading the way on child safeguarding issues, specifically co-ordination. We
aspire to having the same standards everywhere that are the best internationally. It is
sometimes difficult, however, for an Island of 4,000 people to have exactly the same
arrangements as an Island of our size or a smaller Island. The Falkland Islands, with the
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permission of the rest of the Joint Ministerial Council, are co-ordinating work on behalf of all
the Overseas Territories to learn not only from their excellent experience, but to ensure that
best practice and resources are shared on this important subject, which was the first item on
the JMC’s agenda. It was the only time during the JMC that we had multiple Ministers and
Departments at the meeting. It was incredibly important and | congratulate the Falkland
Islands on leading the way”.

The Honourable Mike Summers OBE
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | thank the Honourable Member for his question.

We are, of course, aware of the comments that were made in Parliament, and it is a matter of
I think some pride for the Falkland Islands collectively that the work that has been done over
several years now has been recognised both by the UK Parliament and by other Overseas
Territories, and we very much hope that other Overseas Territories will be able to benefit
from our experiences.

As | say, this work has taken place over a considerable period of time, and it’s not due to any
one individual or any small group of individuals, but a lot of people working together to
make sure that our children are properly protected.

The kick start for the current round of protections was, | guess, made by the first Lucy
Faithfull Report and the action programme that sprang from that. That was some number of
years ago now and a lot of good work was carried out as a result of the recommendations of
that report. We passed the Children Ordinance relatively recently and formally set up the
Safeguarding Children Board under that Ordinance, although it had existed in other guises
quite previously, to make sure that children were being protected as best as possible.

The key issue in all of this is the interagency working arrangements that exist between Social
Workers, the Police, the Medical Services, Education, the Probation Services and the relevant
services at Mount Pleasant. All talking to each other, working together and making sure that
information is shared where it needs to be shared.

The documentation and maintenance of information on child protection cases is absolutely
critical to success in ensuring that children are properly protected, and |1 am delighted to see
that the new database for the Social Services Department is getting close to being
functioning, but the work that’s been undertaken to review past case files is now moving
towards completion, so that is all good news and that’s why, | guess, this has been noted in
the UK Parliament.

I would just put one final cautionary note perhaps at the end. The follow up report that we
had from the Lucy Faithfull Foundation just a few months ago noted a huge amount of this
process and progress. It also noted a need never to become complacent, we have not reached
the end of a process, and we have started a process which will have to continue for many
years to come to ensure that our children are well and properly protected.

I thank the Honourable Member for his question.
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The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | thank the Honourable Member for his answer and | do
have a follow up question.

Will the Honourable Member join with me in reaffirming the Falkland Islands’ commitment,
in accordance with our Constitution, to the protection of all individuals, irrespective of age,
gender, nationality or any other issue?

The Honourable Mike Summers OBE

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | understand the sentiment of the question, it’s a slightly
odd question to put to a Member of the Assembly, if you didn’t agree with the provisions of
the Constitution you shouldn’t be here.

But of course, we all do aim to make sure that all individuals in society are well and properly
protected and that includes the elderly as well as the other groups of vulnerable people in our
society, and as we have talked about many times in this House, a lot of work is going on to
make sure that proper protections are put in place for the elderly vulnerable, for our children,
and indeed for the other members of society in between who need care and attention to be
able to fulfill their lives. So yes, of course | do reaffirm my commitment, and | hope
collectively our commitment, to the constitutional requirement of that.

The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Member for his answer, and | think I can say that we all
support that commitment.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Honourable Member wish to raise any supplementary questions?
No.

Clerk of the Assembly

Motions

Motion number 1 of 2016 by the Honourable Mike Summers OBE.

That this House notes the comments and recommendations of the Public Accounts
Committee in respect of:

IT Facilities Management Agreement

Audit Strategy Memorandum FIG year ended June 2015
PWD Housing

Falkland Islands Defence Force
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and in accordance to the Public Accounts Ordinance 2009, clause 14 (1) requests that a
written response is submitted to the Legislative Assembly by the Governor in Council within
six months.

The Honourable Mike Summers OBE

Mr Speaker, | propose the Motion.

The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Does any Member wish to speak to the Motion? No.

The Motion before the House is that this House notes the comments and recommendations of
the Public Accounts Committee in respect of those areas that the Clerk read and in
accordance to the Public Accounts Ordinance 2009, a written response should be submitted to
the Legislative Assembly by the Governor in Council within six months.

Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection. That Motion is carried.
Clerk of the Assembly

Motion number 2 of 2016 by the Honourable Financial Secretary.

That this House refers the on-going deliberations on the 2016/17 budget to a Select
Committee on the Estimates for presentation to the Assembly in June 2016, and therefore for
the Select Committee on the Estimates to be established at this time.

The Honourable Financial Secretary

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | propose this motion today in order to commence the
budget setting process for the 2016/17 financial year.

I recommend that the Select Committee on the Estimates is opened at this time to enable
early discussion to commence on the budget with a final report being presented to the June
2016 Assembly alongside the resultant Finance Bill and Appropriation Bills.

The Standing Orders provide that membership of the Select Committee is all elected
Members, the Chief Executive and the Financial Secretary, and it is proposed that the
Committee be Chaired by the Honourable MLA Edwards. The purpose of the Select
Committee on the Estimates will be to review the budget submissions from Government
Officers, related fees and charges and capital requests in order to provide advice on the
Finance Bill.

Mr Speaker, | beg to move that the Select Committee on the Estimates is established.
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The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, | second the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Does any Member wish to speak to that Motion?
No.

The Motion before the House is that this House refers to the on-going deliberations on the
2016/17 budget to a Select Committee on the Estimates for presentation to the Assembly in
June 2016, and therefore for that Select Committee on the Estimates to be established at this
time.

Is there any objection to passing that Motion? There is no objection. That Motion is carried.
Clerk of the Assembly

Portfolio Reports: the Honourable Jan Cheek

The Honourable Jan Cheek

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, under the trade and industry portfolio I and the
Honourable Michael Poole who deputises for me on that portfolio have regular and
constructive exchanges with the committee of the Chamber of Commerce relating to the
business and FIG interface. All Assembly Members meet quarterly with the Chamber
committee, and somewhat less frequently with representatives of other business associations,
but like any constituents, any business representatives are free to ask to meet with any
combination of us at any one time.

The last year has seen a great deal of activity across all industries, but in particular oil
exploration in spite of the plummeting oil prices, and since my last report the Department
continues to have its primary focus on regulation of the offshore exploratory drilling
programme being conducted by Noble and Premier Oil.

Since the last report, Noble have completed the Humpback well in November, but
unfortunately did not have a commercial find at that well. The Eirik Raud then passed back
to Premier Oil to drill a well on the Isobel Elaine prospect, the results of this well were
announced in early January, and the company advises that it is confirmed the Isobel Deep oil
discovery announced in May 2015, and believes that the result proves the potential of this
part of the North Falklands Basin. Further wells will be required to appraise the Isobel
resources prior to considering development planning, and the current expectation is that the
Isobel area may form a third phase of oil development following Sea Lion phase 1A and
phase 2.

The rig is currently completing abandonment operations on the Isobel Elaine well and will
then move on to the next stage in its operations in the basin.
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Turning to development, Premier announced on 13 January that they have completed the pre-
front end engineering and design work on Sea Lion phase 1A oil field, and have selected their
preferred contractor for the floating production vessel to develop the field.

Commencing the detailed feed process represents another important milestone on the road to
first oil development, though it’s important to recognise that the project still remains subject
to a final sanction decision which is now scheduled to be taken after the feed process
completes in mid-2017.

Moving on from oil, just a brief mention of Falkland Islands Development Corporation which
has now been operating in its more autonomous role for some months. As it now has a non-
FIG Chair I will no longer do a formal report as | am just one of a number of board members,
I would however repeat what the Managing Director has said: “FIDC are keen that existing
and would be business people know they welcome requests for advice and help and operate
an open door policy on that”.

Mr Speaker

Does any Member wish to comment or raise a question on that report? No.
Clerk of the Assembly

Portfolio Report: the Honourable Roger Edwards

The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, | hereby give my portfolio reports on both the Treasury and the Law and
Regulation Directorate.

The Pensions Team ran the Pensions Awareness Campaign during the last quarter including
issuing new information leaflets, public presentations and visits out to Camp. This saw a
huge increase in the number of requests for statements for the state pension scheme and a
number of people taking advantage of the interest amnesty, organising payment plans or
settling contribution gaps in full. As a reminder, this amnesty is running until December this
year, so if you’re not sure whether you have a full pension contribution record I’d strongly
encourage you to contact the Pensions Team for information.

In my last portfolio update I apologised for the delays in processing tax returns. The internal
secondments have helped, but there continues to be a large number of returns to be processed.
The Financial Secretary has tasked the Tax Office with reviewing the position and will be
putting in place new procedures to seek to reduce the backlog. Once again, we ask for your
patience. One change that will be made is to the date that personal tax returns are sent out.
In recent years these returns have been issued in early February. However, a large portion of
February is spent processing information received in annual returns from employers. This
has meant that individuals who have completed their returns promptly in February have often
found their returns not being processed until March when employer information has been
verified. For this year the Tax Office will be trialling sending personal tax return forms out at
the beginning of March with a view to processing these returns within 4 weeks of receipt.
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On the tax policy side, work has been completed on the roads depreciation allowance, which
was approved at the last Assembly meeting, and guidance issued relating to the Oil & Gas tax
legislation.

Internal Audit have welcomed a new Chief Internal Auditor to the department, lan
Rushworth, and have been busy undertaking this year’s audit plan. They have also been
working with the Director of Emergency Services in putting together a training programme
on risk management which will be held shortly to give departments a refresher on the risk
management process.

Mr Speaker, at this time | would like to take the opportunity, because before my next
portfolio report Chris Bowden will have left the Internal Auditors. Chris has spent much of
his time on his own in that Department and | must say his work ethic has been admirable. He
has continuously kept the Department up to mark and has not once got behind with any of the
procedures. | would like to thank him and his wife Jane well for their move, | know Chris is
going back to the Foreign Office and I wish him well for the future.

A focus for the Treasury section recently has been preparing the year end accounts. As you
will have heard, these were laid on the table this morning having been signed off by the
external auditors in December. I’'m pleased to advise that no concerns were raised by the
auditors on these accounts and they issued a “clean” audit report.

The Treasury will soon be welcoming a new trainee accountant and assistant taxation officer
into succession planned roles and I’m pleased to announce that Jody Aldridge has now
achieved her Diploma in Accounting and Business therefore completing the first stage in her
succession plan. Donna Henry and Felicity Smith have also had exam successes, so my
congratulations to them as well.

As you heard earlier from the Financial Secretary, the Budget process for 2016/17 has now
commenced, and I’m sure that over the next few months we will be faced with some difficult
decisions as we seek to approve a Budget in line with our Budget Strategy and principles.

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | believe that completes my update from the Treasury
Directorate, and I’m happy to respond to any queries you may have.

Mr Speaker

Does any Member wish to raise a question?

The Honourable Gavin Short

Thank you Mr Speaker. | would like to start off by thanking the Honourable Gentleman for
his rather splendid report on the Treasury section. You mentioned Sir that we are pushing

back the issuing of tax forms by about a month. Will the date for their return be pushed back
a month as well, or will people have a shorter time to complete and get back, do you know?

The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly
held on Thursday 28 January 2016
13



The Honourable Roger Edwards

No, that will be pushed back as well so that they have the same amount of time to put their
tax returns in.

The Honourable Gavin Short
Absolutely wonderful, I thank him for his reply.
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE

Thank you Mr Speaker. | would like to thank the Honourable Roger Edwards for his report. |
would just like to comment on the pension awareness campaign, and | would like to express
thanks to the team in the Treasury for the work they have done in this area, and | have to say
that | have had really good feedback from my constituents about being able to have a “one to
one” with the staff in the Treasury, and to discuss an issue that’s been worrying them for
some time and to get to the bottom of where they stand with their pension contributions. So
this has been a really well received awareness campaign, and | really do thank the staff for
going out to Camp in particular and holding those surgeries or sessions. So do pass that onto
the staff.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, | thank the Honourable Phyl Rendell for her statement and | will pass that onto
the Pensions Office. As a matter of interest, the normal pension statements requests in a year
are about 30. Recently we have had 171, so it shows that people have been listening and are
trying to catch up.

Mr Speaker

Avre there any other comments or questions? No.

The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, my portfolio report for the Law and Regulation
Directorate.

Given the huge importance of air travel in the Islands | thought it appropriate to start with the
Regulation of Civil Aviation.

This department has been busy working with Air Safety Support International, Falkland
Security Services, the Ministry of Defence and the Director of Emergency Services to update
the framework documents and procedures for civil aviation security, to ensure the security
provided at Mount Pleasant for commercial international flights meets the ICAO standards.

Air Safety Support International’s aviation security inspector is in the Islands this week and
although he hasn’t completed his audit, initial impressions are that there are no major
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findings of non-compliance. | would like to thank Falkland Security Services and the
Ministry of Defence for the efforts they have put into this very important work throughout
most of 2015, and it is good now to see those efforts being validated by the inspection taking
place this week.

The annual Camp airstrip inspection programme in support of FIGAS operations continues
and is on track to visit every airstrip during this financial year. All of the airstrips on East
Falkland have been visited and about half of the remaining airstrips on West Falkland. If you
have not had a visit to your airstrip in the past six months you can expect to hear from the
Civil Aviation Department in the next few months. | would like to thank all of the Camp
airstrip operators for their cooperation with the inspection programme.

The department is about to embark on the 2016 programme of aviation safety audits to ensure
that our aviation industry is maintaining compliance with the necessary aviation
requirements. This work is vital, not just to ensure our industry is compliant, but also to
demonstrate to the international authorities that we have a robust and effective regulatory
oversight programme in place. It is the robustness of our regime that allows us to operate our
civil aviation services with confidence.

The Attorney General continues his engagement in developing a modern legal framework by
supporting the Law Commissioner. The Revised Laws Project continues to gather
momentum. The Project plan was approved by Executive Council last September and the
consequent Paving Bill scrutinised and approved by this Assembly last October. The Law
Commissioner is compiling the list of Laws and the full texts of our own Statutes. The
Commissioner is being assisted in producing for us recommendations on how these laws may
be made accessible to all by the Law Revision Expert Advisory Committee, which first met
in December 2015, who are considering many of the technical solutions that are possible in
the age of digital media.

I am reassured that this Assembly will have its first formal report on the progress made in
March.

There are new faces in the Government Legal Services, a new Crown Counsel for
Prosecutions and the recent engagement of a new Legislative Drafter, and | take this
opportunity to welcome Stuart Walker and Kelita Sikwa to the Islands.

The work of Government Legal Services continues apace. This covers the important daily
work of the contentious and non-contentious business of Government in relation to land,
crime, family and civil jurisprudence, and the support to other Directorates to deliver their
elements to the Island Plan.

This Assembly will be most familiar with the raft of legislative developments over the last six
months, from the detail of the meat and fish regulations designed to support our businesses as
they enter European Markets, all the way through to articulating our international obligations
under the International Convention for Trade in Endangered Species. | am sure this Assembly
looks forward to receiving the Maritime Bill and Prison Bill this year.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.
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Mr Speaker
Does any Honourable Member wish to raise a question or comment on that report?
The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, again | would like to thank the Honourable Member for
his rather splendid report, | think it’s just good practice at this stage to say that on the first
part of his report he made reference to air safety international and Falklands Security Services
and | would just like to declare an interest as | am a part time security officer with that
company.

My question though is totally different and not in that vein. Some time ago, when we were
talking to the Legal Department about the Road Traffic Ordinance, which | am a great
believer we must push forward, they came across a Road Traffic Ordinance that had been
drawn up, but it never went any further. Does the Honourable Gentleman know if there is
any intentions to reactive that piece of legislation to save us having to go back to Ground
Zero and start again.

The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, sadly | am afraid | do not know what the procedures are, but I can find out from
the Law and Regulation Department, and | will get back to the Honourable Members.

The Honourable Mike Summers OBE

Mr Speaker | may be able to help the Honourable Gentleman with that issue. In my last
discussion with the Chief Police Officer, he did advise me that he would be re-submitting in
his budget application this year a request for some assistance to provide policy advice on the
Road Traffic Ordinance. Although the Road Traffic Ordinance was indeed drafted many,
many years ago, it didn’t complete all its processes because the policy background had to be
reviewed. It will need now to be updated. The Police don’t have the resources in-house at
the present time or in the foreseeable future to do that, so there will be a request in the budget
submission for policy support to bring that forward.

The Honourable Gavin Short

I would like to thank the Honourable Mike Summers for his reply, and I am overjoyed to hear
it, and he can be assured that I will be supporting this.

Mr Speaker

Avre there any other comments?

The Honourable Mike Summers OBE

Mr Speaker, it’s now four months since this House sat and passed the Crimes Bill and the

Criminal Procedure and Evidence Bill. Those are crucial parts of the accessibility and
availability and clarity of the Criminal Law in the Falkland Islands yet they still not have
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been brought forward to be brought into effect. Does the Honourable Member have any
information on when that process will be completed, and could he perhaps provide some
assurance that it will be completed within the next couple of months.

The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, | cannot give any assurance that it will be completed within the next couple of
months, but we have raised this several times with the Attorney General during our portfolio
meetings and he has assured us that it will be coming back to us as soon as it is possible.

Mr Speaker

Are there any comments or questions? No.

Clerk of the Assembly

The Motion for Adjournment.

The Honourable Chief Executive

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | beg to move that this House stands adjourned sine die.
The Honourable Gavin Short

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support and speak very briefly to the Motion
for Adjournment I would like to touch on a couple of PWD type issues very quickly to begin
with.

As the good people who transit the streets around Stanley will have seen, our summer season
of road repairs is now underway and | would like to thank them for their patience and
understanding, and hope that the end result justifies any inconvenience that they may suffer
whilst this campaign is going on.

I would also like to pay tribute to everyone within PWD who is involved with this year’s
asphalt campaign, and there are many of you and from various sections.

I am not a religious person, but | was wondering, if there was a vicar listening, whether they
would like to offer up a prayer to their Boss for the good health and longevity of our asphalt
plant, as I think the poor old thing is going to need all the assistance that it can get both
earthly and from a higher deity to get it through this season.

I would like to correct a statement that I made at the public meeting. The remainder of the
asphalt crew is in fact due to arrive in the Falklands on today’s flight, and perhaps the more
exciting news is that we are geared up to start work on the Mount Pleasant Road and that will
be starting on Saturday.

I am sorry though to have to inform the House and the public that once again the arrival date
for the PWD agency staff has slipped, and it is now said that they may be arriving on the next
oil flight which I believe might be the 3 of February however, | must stress that this has yet
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to be confirmed, and I am hoping that | will get the yay or nay later today. 1 realise the
delays are not due to any one factor but a whole serious of happenings, but if ever we go
down this route again we simply cannot allow the importation of workers to become such a
shambles. If the abattoir can get its workers here for a given date, then | fail to see why we,
as a Government, cannot. Perhaps we should allow the abattoir to take over our overseas
labour requirements. | apologise if my comments seem a bit harsh, but | am becoming
increasingly embarrassed and frustrated at the series of events that has led to what is, for me,
a completely unacceptable situation.

If there is anyone out there who sometimes wonders what our referendum in 2013 was all
about and just what it’s worth really was, then what | am about to say should make you
realise that our referendum was probably one of the most important things that we have ever
done as a nation in recent times.

Since our last meeting we have seen a meeting between the UK Prime Minister David
Cameron and Presidente Macri of Argentina in Davos.

The UK was very quick to put out a clear statement of what was said at that meeting. Since
then, we are seeing reports in the Argentine media, attributed to the Argentine Foreign
Minister Malcorra, saying that she believes that the UK has given an assurance that the
Falklands is back on the agenda and that includes our political future.

I do not know whether the lady is confused or is trying to spin the results of the meeting for
home consumption, but the statement issued by the UK is clear and unequivocal, and | would
like to repeat it in full in this House for the benefit not only of the people of the Falkland
Islands, but also for those across the water, and it says: “Finally, on the Falklands, the Prime
Minister was clear that our position remained the same and that the recent referendum was
absolutely clear on the Islanders’ wish to remain British”.

I would also like to draw attention to a statement made in the House of Commons by David
Cameron earlier this month regarding the Falklands, and as he replied to the question from
another gentleman he said “the Right Honourable Gentleman has put it better than | ever
could. The people of the Falkland Islands spoke as clearly as they possibly could in the
referendum. They want to maintain the status quo. As long as they want that, they will have
it guaranteed from me. | find it quite extraordinary that the Labour party wants to look at
changing the status and giving away something people absolutely consider to be their right”
and | think what is most important in that statement is his final sentence “this will never
happen as long as | am in Downing Street”.

I would like to assure people that | have not seen or heard anything before or after the
meeting in Davos that leads me in any way to even suspect for one millisecond that the UK
will ever talk to Argentina about our political future without our consent.

As things stand, Foreign Minister Malcorra is going to leave office as empty handed and
disillusioned as all her predecessors.

| realise that the new Argentine Government is in a pretty difficult position, but it would be a
tragedy were they to miss a golden opportunity to finally come clean, tell their own people
that they have been told untruths for many years, and finally admit that their claim has as
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much factual basis as the Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy, which on reflection probably has
more of a grasp on reality.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE

Thank you Mr Speaker and Honourable Members. 1 would just like to say a few words as we
are into the New Year about the two industries that my portfolio has responsibility for.

Firstly looking at the fisheries, we had a public meeting on Monday evening and the Director
of Natural Resources gave a presentation at the meeting on the Illex fishery and | would like
to thank him very much for doing that. 1 think we had a very good attendance at the public
meeting from the general public and from the fishing industry. It was good to focus on the
Illex fishery because, of course, it commences in mid-February and we will be seeing next
week the start of the squid jiggers coming into Stanley Harbour, probably in batches of 15 or
so to be briefed at the Fisheries Department. It’s quite a sight for any newcomers to the
Falkland Islands. If you haven’t been here in February you will certainly be woken up in the
morning when you hear the vessels in the harbour moving and manoeuvring and coming in
for their licences, and lets don’t forget that this is one of the only times that we get close to
seeing the offshore fishery right outside our bedroom windows, and | welcome it.

The department is very well prepared for the Illex fishery season, ready for the briefings with
the Captain and the Officers of the vessels which | hope to attend some of those briefings this
year and also ready for the inspections to ensure that those vessels reach our licence
conditions.

A number of notices have been printed this year, you may have seen them and in fact the
Director of Fisheries highlighted one at the public meeting on one of his slides. We have
produced some notices that are written in a number of different languages: Korean,
Taiwanese, and Chinese so that the crew of those vessels should be able to read those notices
and understand them. There is a clear message going out to the vessel owners, to the officers
of the vessels and for the crew that you are in the Falkland Islands, and this is a place where
we expect proper conditions and humanitarian conditions to exist on vessels fishing in our
area, and we are hopeful that the incidences that have happened in previous years do not
occur this year, and that if any of those crew members wish to leave those vessels because
they are unhappy with the conditions or they want to make a phone call home, that they do so
by contacting their senior officers and leave by launch.

This process has been going on all year in fact, our Fisheries Department have been in touch
with the vessel owner companies, the agencies and through the Embassies, and we are
grateful for the British Embassies and Consulates in the countries concerned for their support
in getting the message across that we must see these conditions on these vessels improving.
We are not talking about all of our fleet, remember we have about 150 vessels that we licence
and many are very well run and are quite modern ships, but there are a small number of
vessels that have to make some improvements, and we hope those messages have gone out
this year.

| visited the Department yesterday and met the observers, the fishery observers. There is a
new group come in and they will be going off on two scientific cruises very soon, in fact one
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starts on Monday, and | was struck by the international representation in the Fisheries
Department. Of the five observers | met, they were five different nationalities and, of course,
our team in the Fisheries Department, a long serving team, comprises Russians, South
Africans, Dutch, (I will probably miss a few out if | am not careful), French and Italian so we
are a very international Department, and we really do welcome that.

By the time we come back to this House in February, the Loligo season will have
commenced too, so | do hope that’s going to be a productive season. The second season last
year was rather flat, and we know there were some interesting reasons for that with such a
huge amount of Illex in the zone and a lot of the Loligo were consumed by the Illex, so we
hope there is a more balanced recruitment this year, and that the Loligo season is a success as
well.

I will say again in this House, and something | have said for the last two years, is that we do
need a coordinated scientific approach to the management of the fishery in the South West
Atlantic, and | hope that the new Argentine Government will consider reinstating an
exchange of scientific data on the fisheries so that we can better understand what is out there
and manage the fish stocks for the benefit of the whole region.

Turning to agriculture, | think everybody is aware that it’s the shearing season. A lot of
activity both on East and West Falklands and on the Islands, and its been good weather for
shearing recently too, and | am told that wool prices are holding up really well, and
particularly since Christmas, so I do hope that farmers can take advantage of that and get a
good return on their wool clip.

Turning to the Falkland Islands Meat Company, the export season has started and the
Honourable Gavin Short commented that their crew from Chile came in right on time to
supplement the workers in the abattoir. The export season started last week. The number of
animals coming or offered by farmers is good, we have been offered around 43,000 animals |
am told this year, it’s a little down on last year, but it’s holding up quite well.

The down side is as you are aware our export market is the European Union and it’s a rather
depressed economy and meat prices are flat, so it’s going to be quite a challenge this year for
the sale of meat and to get a good return, so 1 just wish all those working on that well because
it’s going to be a very tough selling market.

Finally, one little bit of clarification if | may. Recently we had a paper to Executive Council
on the FIGAS fleet and it was published last week. In that paper there was a recommendation
to increase FIGAS fares by 10% from the 1% July. 1 just want to reassure the public that my
Colleagues and | did not support the increase of air fares, and it will be a matter that will go
to Budget Select Committee, but that | think might have just been misinterpreted in the
reporting, so we have not increased FIGAS airfares currently.

Mr Speaker, | support the Motion.
The Honourable Michael Poole

Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, just a couple of items from me. Firstly, the
FIG representative in London, Mrs Sukey Cameron, her term as Chair of UCOTA, the UK
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Overseas Territories Association, finished yesterday. She has been replaced as Chair, it’s an
annual cycle, by the representative in London from the British Virgin Islands. So | would just
like to extend my thanks to Sukey for the work she has done on our behalf through UCOTA.
It is an important organisation, just as an example over the last 12 months they have engaged
with the UK Government on issues in relation to UK Government’s Blue Belt initiative of
Marine Protected Areas, they have expressed our views on that quite recently.

They have also lobbied over the potential in/out EU referendum to be held in the UK at some
point in the coming months, and expressed the importance of the EU Membership to UK
Overseas Territories, and they have also just done general awareness raising. They met with
the Overseas Territories All Party Parliamentary Group yesterday, and updated the UK
Government and Members of Parliament on what’s going on in Overseas Territories, which is
always useful. | know that MPs find it very helpful, so thanks to Sukey and her colleagues on
UCOTA.

Secondly, I am due to take over as Chair of the Assembly from the Honourable Mike
Summers on the 1% April, and as we have done in the past, | intend to have a theme for the
quarter which will be “climate change”. We are still discussing how best to approach it, but I
think our initial ideas are to look at a series of lectures and articles on climate change and its
practical implications to the Falkland Islands. | very much want to avoid this being some
academic exercise that is only of interest to environmental scientists. It’s really trying to drill
into work that’s already ongoing, and lots of work has already been done in this field and
trying to ascertain what it means for us practically. What the Government can do, what the
community can do, and also what private businesses can do to assist, as well in this new
world in terms of climate. So | would just encourage people if they have got any views on
how we can best utilise that quarter please get in touch and let me know.

Thank you Mr Speaker, | support the Motion.

Mr Speaker

Does any other Member wish to speak to the Motion?
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE

Mr Speaker, | will be very brief just to note that the theme that | have adopted for this quarter
is to review the effectiveness and efficiency of the working programme of the Members of
the Legislative Assembly and working together with the public service to do that, so in that
spirit, I support the Motion.

The Honourable Jan Cheek

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | didn’t ask a supplementary on the question on child
protection, it’s been an issue that’s concerned me in my entire close to 15 years now on the
Assembly. In early days there was, | have to say, even amongst some Members, a lot of
denial that there was a problem, and it took a long time even to get a professional Social
Work Group in place. The first Lucy Faithfull Report was commissioned by the last
Assembly, and we have now seen the second. Now, even that is not the whole answer, and
those who have taken the trouble to read the entire Wass Report will know there are some
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question marks there, so | was pleased to hear my Honourable Colleague say there is no room
for complacency.

We are still dealing with the fallout from past failures on a regular basis. What we have to
recognise is that early intervention in these cases, whether it’s a child with particular
problems or children suffering neglect or abuse, early intervention can contribute enormously
to that child making its potential development, too late and some opportunities are missed,
and sometimes very difficult decisions have to be made in the best interests of a child which
on occasions have to override the wishes of the parents.

I hope we can move quickly now with the most urgent changes in family law highlighted in
the recent report to Executive Council on the responses to the consultation. We have to move
into the 21% Century. We are well into it now, and we need to make things happen although
there will always be a dinosaur or two who drag their feet on some things.

I only had a couple of other things to say, and during all the discussion and the debate on the
Mount Pleasant Road we sometimes overlook the hard work done by the team that keeps the
existing road in the best state they possibly can in all weather conditions, and at its best it’s
comparable and even better than some gravel roads | have experienced in Canada, New
Zealand, Chile and a couple of Southern African countries. | hope the PWD operatives who
are out there plodding up and down that road, day in and day out, are not demoralised by the
constant and sometimes unjustified complaints.

Finally, he is not here, but | would really like to congratulate the Honourable lan Hansen on
what’s clearly been a very successful visit to various countries.

| support the Motion.
The Honourable Roger Edwards

Mr Speaker, in rising to support the Motion for Adjournment | wasn’t going to say anything,
but I think I ought to clarify something that my Honourable Colleague Gavin Short said when
he spoke, and that was he quoted to say that the Labour Party, or David Cameron, British
Prime Minister, said the Labour Party was not supportive of the Falklands. That is not true,
the Labour Party has not changed its policy and position on the Falkland Islands, and the
Shadow Minister Hilary Benn made that very clear, even as late as yesterday. There does
appear to be a difference between the party and its leadership, and | am hoping to meet with
and brief the Labour Leader, Jeremy Corbyn, when | am next in London in early March, but 1
can assure the people of the Falklands that the Labour Party Policy has not changed.

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Commander British Forces

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, two short notes I think this morning. You will all know
that the Bishop Nigel Stock is in the Islands, he is dual hatted of course, Bishop Nigel is the

Anglican Bishop to the Armed Forces and he is also the Bishop to the Falkland Islands, as
you well know, with his Cathedral here in Stanley. We have had the joy and pleasure of
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having the Bishop and his wife Caroline with us since Monday, and indeed, today he is off to
North Arm and Port Howard on his travels.

We also have at the moment Chaplain’s or Padre’s from each of the three services in the
Islands. This, of course, was an opportunity too good to miss, so yesterday we conducted the
“Cassock Challenge” which put a Bishop and three Chaplain’s against each other, head to
head, driving heavy plant. You would have amazed yourselves looking at the Bishop trying
to drive a grader, a 40 ton bull-dozer and various other diggers and vehicles. | have to say the
RAF won!

However, | shall fly out to Port Howard this afternoon, the Bishop, his wife and | will embark
in HMS CLYDE and we shall deliver him to Stanley on, hopefully, an equally gorgeous
morning tomorrow morning for a series of events over the weekend in his own parish, as it
were.

The other point we will be publicising in other outlets over the course of the next few days.
Last Friday in London at the Guild Hall in London, the Sun Newspaper held the annual
Military Awards. These have been going for nine years now and focusing clearly on the time
in Afghanistan, and focusing on the individual bravery and calibre of men and women in the
Armed Services.

There are a number of awards, quite a small number: best reservist, best team, and the most
outstanding Sailor or Marine, Airman and Solder. | am delighted to say that British Forces
South Atlantic Islands nominated and won two of them, across the entire British Armed
Forces.

You will recall on the 17" June last year we had a sad event where we had to go and rescue a
British sailor who was very seriously ill in one of our ships, the conditions were awful, it was
a search and rescue aircraft that went out there. Sgt Michael Beamish went down the wire,
injured himself on the deck as he landed, or was more dumped there, it was his decision, he
went and stabilised the patient, indeed, gave lifesaving treatment. We got him to King
Edward VII Memorial Hospital and then he was the first in queue to stand with our own
people, and indeed yours, to offer blood in that situation. He, | am delighted to say, won the
award for the Most Outstanding Airman of 2015.

And then more recently, again you will recall on the 18" November there was a certain ship
called Le Boreal which was in difficulty, and whilst it was a whole team effort from our
perspective and indeed from the Islanders, out at sea there were 258 people in two lifeboats
and an element of real fear, | think, in the circumstances and sea conditions they found
themselves in. They didn’t pay to go on a cruise in a lifeboat, they didn’t expect it. Petty
Officer Luke Hallis from HMS CLYDE’s ships company went on board that, again he
injured himself in the process and he stabilised that condition, and the words “Royal Navy”
and a White Ensign on a uniform had a significant effect. He offered fuel, water, and took
charge of the situation and took those two lifeboats to safety where they could then be
transferred in calmer waters. Petty Officer Luke Hallis was awarded the Most Outstanding
Sailor in the Armed Forces for 2015.

I think Mr Speaker, ladies and gentlemen, that demonstrates the professionalism, high calibre
and compassion of everybody | have the honour to command.
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Mr Speaker

Honourable Members, that concludes our business for today. The House stands adjourned
accordingly.
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