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The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 27 October 2016 

 
Prayers 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Good Morning, Honourable Members.  Can I just remind everyone, about Mobile phones, 
please ensure that they are turned off. Thank you.   
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Oaths of Allegiance: 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive, Mr Barry Rowland 
Chief of Staff, British Forces South Atlantic Islands, Group Captain James Frampton MBE 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The Confirmation of the Record of the Legislative Assembly held on 25 August 2016 and 22 
September 2016. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, I have before me the records of those two meetings. Is it your wish 
that I sign these as true records? 
 
Honourable Members 
 
Aye. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Papers to be laid on the table by the Honourable Chief Executive.   
 
Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last 
sitting of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the 
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977. 
 

• Statistics (Census) Order 2016 
 
In accordance with Section 5 of the Law Revision (Paving) Ordinance 2015: 

• Revised Laws Project – Third Report to the Legislative Assembly from the Statute 
Law Commissioner  
 

Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, I hereby lay the aforementioned Papers on the Table. 
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The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members under Section 41 (3) I move that the Statistics 
(Census) Order 2016, be noted. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
I second the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.   
 
As an Assembly we have recently taken a conscious decision to look to talk to papers being 
laid on the table more often, just to explain them more fully to members of the public. This 
census order would have been laid on the table last month, but we didn’t have formal sitting 
so it’s obviously come to this Assembly meeting instead.   
 
The order is quite brief, it defines the date and detail of the census that was undertaken earlier 
in the month. It lays out the census form as well as defining those people who are expected to 
fill in the census form and those who are exempt from having to do it.  
 
It also defines the approach to the “E census” which will be undertaken for the second time, 
this year, with roughly 40% of the people using the online format.  
 
Just to update this House briefly. The headline results for the census are likely to be available 
in mid-December time before detailed analysis is expected to be published in late 
January/early February of next year.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion is that this paper be noted, is there any objection to passing 
that motion? There is no objection, that paper is therefore noted.  
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members under Section 41 (3) I move that the Revised Laws 
Project – Third Report to the Legislative Assembly from the Statute Law Commissioner be 
noted. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
I second the Motion 
 
 
 
 



The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 27 October 2016 

8 
 

The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker the report of the Law Commissioner on Revised Laws sets out progress to date 
on this project. Procurement for the delivery programme is very advanced. I am not sure if its 
yet been signed or we are very close to it. We have what looks like a very solid and user 
friendly delivery platform for the revised edition of the Laws.  
 
The UK directly applied Law list is largely settled and that can now proceed to Order in 
Council.  Good progress has been made on the text of Falkland Island Laws and secondary 
legislation, which has taken rather a lot of legislative drafting time, and that has its down-
sides, but good progress has been made on that and there are no substantial problems that we 
are aware of.  
 
An agreement of importance to this House, an agreement has been reached on the process for 
updating UK adopted Law, so it too will come to this House in this kind of format in the 
future.  
 
The project remains largely on time, it has slipped by a couple of months, but that is not 
overly material, and it is within budget.  
 
I can commend the report to the House.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Is there any objection to pass the motion that this paper be noted? There is no objection, that 
paper is therefore noted.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Questions for Oral Answer. 
 
Question Number 20 of 2016 by the Honourable Michael Poole 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. Can the Honourable Phyl Rendell please describe to this House the 
current policy on Camp burning, and whether there are any plans to review this in the coming 
months?  
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. I’m indebted to the Director of Natural Resources for this answer. 
Camp burning is a long established practice in Falkland farming. It has been increasingly 
controlled over the years in recognition of the adverse environmental impacts of unrestricted 
burning. The current policy is reflected in The Grass Fires Ordinance 2002. 
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The Ordinance allows Camp burning to take place under the discretion of the owner or 
occupier of the land between 1 April and 15 September in each year. This is obviously when 
the Camp is wetter and fires are unlikely to spread. 
 
Outside of these times ‘Camp burning’ requires a permit from the Director of Natural 
Resources.  
 
Permits for the general burning of Camp (wet lax white grass flats or vegetation not including 
Tussac) may be granted at the discretion of the Director of Natural Resources during the 
period 15 September to the 30 September between the days Monday to Friday only. This is a 
relatively short extension period for general Camp burning. 
 
Permits for the burning of sites which have been rotovated for reseed purposes may be 
granted at the discretion of the Director of Natural Resources during the period 15 September 
to the 1 April. These permits have conditions which set out procedures intended to ensure the 
burn is controlled such as the provision of firebreaks and other measures. And I am well 
aware that the other measures that are recommended are that you have a number of people 
present at the burn, that you have a water bowser on hand, and that you stay on your farm 
several days after the burn so that in the event that there is an outbreak you are there to 
control it, and so on.  These are quite detailed guidelines issued by the Department of 
Agriculture.  
 
There are no specific plans to review the Camp burning policy although it can, of course, be 
reviewed in the light of new information. The Department of Agriculture plans to undertake a 
qualitative review on the benefits of Camp burning on some areas burnt this year.  This will 
provide some information.  
 
The recent TEFRA (Terrestrial Eco Systems of the Falkland Islands) report which addresses 
climate change risk assessment, suggests the addition of requiring a site specific assessment 
to be added to the guidelines on Camp burning. There is a Shackleton Scholarship Fund 
project to undertake a soil survey and produce a soil map for the Falklands which could 
contribute to taking account of site specific aspects.  
 
Mr Speaker, that’s my response. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. I thank the Honourable Phyl Rendell for her response. 
That’s very clear, and I think once the TEFRA report reaches Executive Council in coming 
months we can take a collective view on whether we want to prioritise a review of that 
policy. I know that it’s not currently on the table and there are questions on the relative 
priority.  I think that the recommendations in that report are perhaps strong enough, in my 
view, to warrant us taking a look at that issue in due course.  
Thank you Mr Speaker.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any supplementary questions? 
 



The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 27 October 2016 

10 
 

Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 21 of 2016 by the Honourable Michael Poole 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
Can the Honourable Mike Summers please tell the House whether the Health Service has any 
plans to propose the introduction of a ban on smoking in cars containing minors. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, In February of 2015 I asked the Director of Health 
Services to refer this matter to the Health and Medical Services Committee for discussion, 
but it got lost somewhere.  
 
In September of 2015 I asked the Chief Executive to take up the matter and raise it to see if it 
can be brought forward, but apparently it got lost somewhere.  
 
There is evidence that smoking in cars containing children is harmful, as indeed is any 
smoking of tobacco. The Chief Medical Officer confirms that research has established this 
beyond reasonable doubt. The issue clearly is whether adults should be allowed to cause 
avoidable harm to children who are effectively in their care, by smoking whilst in a car. 
 
We had thought that this might require the inaction of new legislation, however, it now seems 
that the Smoking (Prohibition) Ordinance that already exists could potentially provide for a 
designated ban, if MLAs decided that this should become the FIG policy position. Under 
section 4(f) it provides that “unless an exemption applies smoking is prohibited in designated 
vehicles” and Section 6 gives the Governor in Council the power to make an order to 
designate the particular vehicles to which the smoking ban could then apply.  
 
So it is a matter first for ExCo to decide whether to adopt such a policy, after which the 
Executive Council could specify that vehicles (or just cars) if vehicles or cars carrying 
children were “designated”, and so a ban could be implemented. Legal Services Department 
would then need to draw up certain orders and regulations to put that into effect. If Members 
are prepared to indicate whether they would support it being done we could push it forward.  
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, and I thank the Honourable Mike Summers for his response. Whilst 
having read a little bit about this recently, I think there has been some feedback in the UK 
that ultimately this bit of legislation was quite symbolic. It’s very difficult to enforce, and 
some Police Services around UK have said publicly they don’t intend to enforce it, but I think 
it was always seen in Westminster more of a bit of symbolism anyway.  Would the 
Honourable Member join me in recommending to ExCo that they do raise this issue at their 
next meeting. 
  
Thank you Mr Speaker.  
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The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, I am happy to join the Honourable Member in recommending that, always 
subject, of course, to the number of man hours the Attorney General’s Chambers will advise 
that it could take.  My understanding is it would take very little time, and it therefore can be 
done relatively easily. In which case, I’d be happy to support. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any supplementary questions? 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 22 of 2016 by the Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, can the Honourable Michael Poole please advise this 
House whether anyone is monitoring the numbers of turkey vultures in the Falklands and 
whether the reported increasing numbers is causing different behavioural patterns to what one 
would normally associate with this type of bird. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I’m indebted to Nick Rendell for this response, which is 
heavily based on a journal article from 2008 by Mr Breen and Mr Billstein. Sadly since 2008 
there hasn’t been much research into Turkey Vultures,  but the population estimate back at 
that time was within a range of 4,200 to just over 6,000 individual birds with them clearly 
being widespread throughout the Islands, but with an apparent preference for coastal areas.  
 
Under the same 2008 study conflicts between Turkey Vultures and sheep were investigated 
on five different farms across the Islands, particularly during lambing periods. This was 
paired with farmer interviews at the time. Results of these interviews and observations 
indicated that predation by Turkey Vultures in the Falklands is relatively rare, with estimated 
sheep losses to birds generally (based on landowner opinion at the time) being on average 1 
tenth or less of total annual losses.  
 
There is no updated information beyond 2008 so numbers are not monitored regularly nor are 
behaviour patterns.  Therefore, it is not possible to say definitively that numbers are 
increasing, but, anecdotal evidence suggests that is the case.  Recent controls bought in in 
recent years would suggest that’s probably true as well.  
 
So it’s not currently a research priority, but if Members wished it to be we could certainly 
take it through the Environment Committee in order to commission some work. 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
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The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank the Honourable Michael Poole for his reply and I 
didn’t realise we hadn’t done anything since 2008. Certainly anecdotal evidence that I have 
seen seems to indicate that these birds are moving away from, what I always understood as 
flat ground looking for dead things, to actually going after the living now. If we are seeing a 
change in behaviour patterns, I think that’s something that ought to be looked at by someone. 
Certainly here in town there does seem to be an explosion of them and, I don’t quite know 
what effect they do have in Stanley, but they have had a major effect, (or it seems to be) on 
going after live things in the Camp. I think in some cases the same behaviour has been 
reported here in Stanley .  
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. I am certainly happy to take that to our next meeting of the 
Environment Committee and have a discussion around the issue, and see if we can potentially 
look for SAERI or Falklands Conservation to pick this issue up.  Clearly it will be written 
into their priorities and we’ll have a conversation and I shall feedback to all the Members.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any supplementary questions?  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 23 of 2016 by the Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  I apologise for sounding like a stuck record but can the 
Honourable Mike Summers please advise this House when the Crimes Bill and the Criminal 
Evidence and Procedures legislation will be enacted. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
I am happy to inform the House that the Crimes Ordinance and the Criminal Procedure and 
Evidence Ordinance passed by this House in September 2014, was sent to Government House 
on the 20 October 2016 for assent. As of today assent has not yet been given.  
 
I am sure the House will appreciate these Ordinances represent a wholesale review, 
consolidation, modernisation of our criminal law and the way criminal proceedings are 
conducted.  May I take this opportunity to thank my Honourable Colleagues for the 
considerable investment in time they gave to examining this legislation including extensive 
committee examination under the Chairmanship of the Honourable Roger Edwards. 
 
Due to the complexities of these Ordinances and their importance to the public, a detailed 
implementation plan has also been developed, and given the time that has elapsed since the 
House has completed its work, I anticipate Honourable Members will want further detail of 
that implementation plan for the legislation.  
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I am advised that a paper will be reaching Executive Council setting out an implementation 
plan in early November. This will invite Honourable Members to set a date for 
commencement of both Ordinances. Much work on implementation has already been 
completed, and we proposed to commence training for those involved and public awareness 
from December 2016.  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable Mike Summers for his very full reply. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other supplementary questions?  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 24 of 2016 by the Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Could the Honourable Phyl Rendell please advise this House whether the fee for transhipping 
to reefers is still in existence, what is the current rate and when was last increased? 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. I am again, indebted to the Director of Natural Resources for this 
reply. 
 
The transhipment fee does continue to apply.  The current rate is £1,500 for a transhipment or 
export licence. Prior to 2016 the fee was £1,500 for the first 6 months of the year and £150 
for the second 6 months.  This disparity originally came about due to a difference in value in 
fish between the first and second halves of the year. From 2016 the rate was increased to a 
uniform £1,500 throughout the year. 
 
I understand my Honourable Colleagues at Executive Council yesterday agreed to a 10% 
increase in the transhipment fee bringing the fee then to £1650. That will be applied from the 
1st January 2017. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker. I thank the Honourable Phyl Rendell for her reply. Does she have any 
information on what was the reason behind its introduction originally? Was it just collection 
of fees, or was it because, perhaps, we are not seeing added value from a lot of fishery here in 
the Falklands and this is the way of trying to extract some extra money from that Fishery.  
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The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Mr Speaker, I couldn’t tell my Honourable Colleague exactly why that fee was introduced in 
the first place, but for clarification the fee applies to unlicensed fishing vessels. It doesn’t 
apply to those vessels that have a license to fish in the Falklands Zone because that is 
captured through their access fee.  
 
For unlicensed fishing vessels they pay this fee and also for vessels that tranship in Berkley 
Sound or in our waters.  So possibly that is why the fee was introduced to capture that, but 
many of my colleagues who are much more familiar with the Fishery over the years may be 
able to answer that.   
 
To go on to clarify that, of course this will therefore apply to vessels that are transhipping in 
very successful Illex fishing seasons, and therefore, the fees vary greatly.   
 
We have seen that, for instance a variation of fees. In 2015/16 there was only £3450 received 
from fees, but in the successful Illex fishery year of 2014/15 we received a fee in excess of 
£200,000, so it did capture that activity.  If my colleagues can’t answer that I can establish the 
reason for the introduction of the fee in the first place for you.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.  
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. I may be able to throw a little light on that, having been 
around longer than many.  It was initially introduced when we didn’t have a fishing zone as 
the only way that we could derive some benefit from the huge amount of fish that was being 
taken out of our waters, so it was introduced before the fishing zone.  We were advised in 
those days by the Foreign Office that: 1, there was nothing out there worth catching; and 2, 
we mustn’t upset our neighbours by setting up a fishing zone.  Later in the mid 80’s there was 
a change for obvious reasons, and the fishing zone was introduced, but the fee was retained 
for unlicensed vessels, as the Honourable Phyl Rendell has indicated.  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
  
Mr Speaker, I thank both the Honourable Phyl Rendell and also the Honourable Jan Cheek 
for their replies, which have helped to clarify the situation.  Basically from what I hear, this 
cannot be used then to encourage fishing companies in the Falklands to move towards 
containerisation and therefore put more of the value of their catch into the Falklands 
economy.  
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Mr Speaker, I don’t believe so as currently structured, but if the Honourable Member wishes 
to pursue the issue, there could be a review or policy on transhipment fees and 
encouragement to tranship at FIPASS.  There certainly could be a review and we could direct 
the Director of Natural Resources to undertake such a review.  
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The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  I had it in my mind that there was no fee for transhipping 
at FIPASS, but that maybe incorrect, but it was certainly discussed at some length previously 
and that would have the effect of creating a differentiation between transferring into a refer in 
Berkley Sound than transferring to a container at FIPASS, if there were no fee at FIPASS. 
 
 The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
 
I can confirm that there is no fee at FIPASS that is to encourage transhipment because it’s 
believed that transhipment at FIPASS does bring added value to the economy. People are 
employed to tranship the fish etc., local work crew is employed in most cases, and therefore 
there is no transhipment fee if a ship comes alongside at FIPASS.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any supplementary questions?  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motions 
 
Motion No 15 of 2016 by the Honourable Michael Poole 
 
This House calls on the Government to devise a policy, and potential legislation, to protect 
historically and culturally important sites from the 1982 War. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 

I was prompted to propose this motion for two main reasons.  

Firstly, due to public feedback we have received over the past couple of years regarding 
behaviour around sites relating to the war, particularly the removal of items from those sites. 

The second reason is due to recent discussions around the tourism development strategy, and 
the recognition of ongoing importance of battlefield tourism to the Islands.  

Inevitably, the key battlefield sites from 1982 have changed considerably over the past 34 
years. Some of this change is undoubtedly for the better, and I certainly would never wish to 
see remain unnecessarily items that are genuine rubbish or that cause a hazard to people or 
livestock (or are just genuinely bits of rubbish).  

However, as my Honourable Colleague Gavin Short will argue shortly with much more 
authority than I can, these sites, for better and worse, do form a key part of our history. They 
allow those of us that were not alive during the war to see directly the conditions and 
hardships those that fought in 1982 endured. When properly maintained, they provide not 
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only a sense of the challenge and cost of war, but also offer a snapshot of a particular point in 
our history.  

For those reasons alone it is worth looking to maintain a number of key sites.  

And I say a number of key sites because I think the blanket legislation looking to protect all 
sites would be impractical, unenforceable and frankly unnecessary.  

Legal advice that we have received from the Attorney General on this suggests that it would 
not be overly difficult to introduce some brief regulations making it an offence to interfere 
with or remove items from certain designated sites. I believe that this would act as sufficient 
disincentive to both residents and tourists alike – as long as it was supported with proper 
notices and dissemination of the fact that these regulations are in place.  

A first step in my mind would be to decide on a number of sites that are worthy of protection. 
I would envisage no more than 7 or 8, but ultimately we would need to take more informed 
advice on that.  

It would be sensible to focus on those sites that are best preserved and are the most visited 
and therefore require the most protection. It may also be easier to limit it to those on FIG land 
so as to avoid the need for a consultation process with landowners, but others may have 
different views on that approach. I guess you would then look at designating sites, probably 
using GPS and a brief description, perhaps containing photos, and you would put that in the 
form of some brief regulations in due course, no doubt.  

If this motion is supported, then I have already received an indication from Major Biggs at 
FIDF and Leona Roberts at the M&NT that they would be interested in assisting in the 
production of such a policy and to advise on its eventual implementation, if we got to that 
point.  

There are then inevitably questions of relative priority of this issue within the legislative 
drafting list. I would suggest that, assuming it can be done simply, it is something which we 
could progress amongst Members without needing to draw too heavily on the legislative 
drafter’s time.  

Thank you Mr Speaker, I propose the motion.  

The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I would like to second this Motion if I may, and the Honourable Michael Poole 
has spoken far more eloquently than I ever can, or have any intention to. I shall plough on 
regardless. 
 
For me, having lived through the Invasion and the extremely dark 74 days that followed, I 
think my attitude to the piles of rubbish that our uninvited guests left behind, was that the 
quicker it can be got rid of, and any vestiges of the illegal occupation of our country be 
erased from the landscape, the quicker that was done the better. However, as time has gone 
on, and age has increased my interests in history, I’ve come to realise that what happened 
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here in the Falklands is of great historical interest. Not just to the younger generations here, 
but to those who study military history and campaigns. Like it or , what I and others classed 
as absolute rubbish after the surrender of the Argentine forces here in 1982, are actually now 
historical artefacts and sites worthy of protection from scavengers.  
 
I guess my interest really was first wetted when Dr Tony Pollard, who is an eminent 
battlefield archaeologist, who has visited the Falklands now on two occasions to survey some 
of the sites.  His second visit was for me especially interesting as he returned to some of the 
sites that he had previously looked at and had reported to be in almost pristine condition for 
their age. Those sites he then had found to be well worked over and there had been great 
disturbance, and items that were seen on the first visit had actually disappeared.    
 
Museums have their place in preserving our history however, once an item is removed from 
where it was left it loses its context, especially if it turns up in someone’s shed or baggage.  
This may not be strictly true of something found on battlefield site if documented before its 
removal to a museum, but items that are removed by visitors recovered later have lost their 
context as you don’t really know where they have come from.  
  
Visitors from the coast are especially given to work the sites over and try to remove items 
from the Falklands, but they’re not the only guilty parties here, because as I reported to this 
House some time ago, the crew from the rural roads team watched an engine or gearbox from 
a shot up Chinook by Mount Kent slowly migrate towards the road.  They actually returned it 
to as close to its starting position as they could, and given that there was no readily apparent 
geological reason for this rather large lump of metal to migrate towards the road, one must 
suspect it was the intervention of man.  Given the size of it we can also probably deduce that 
it wasn’t going to end up in somebody’s hold luggage on a LAN Chile flight, but probably 
destined to travel North as sea freight.  
 
These are but small examples of things that are ongoing, probably on a weekly basis. If we 
are not careful our history, (albeit from an extremely dark period for the Falklands) will be 
picked clean and be gone, except for what is to be found in Museums.  
 
Time and the elements are taking a toll and it is probably something that at present we can do 
little about, but we must move to protect what we have. Not just for us, but for the future 
generations; as it is, only by understanding what happened in the past can you appreciate your 
present, and also understand your true national identity.  
 
At present, as I understand it, we have as good as nothing in place to protect those sites and 
the artefacts that remain there.  It is my belief that we must start working towards some form 
of legislation that makes it an offence to disturb anything without a license.   
 
Whatever legislation that is brought in will probably have to have at least 3 parts to it. 
The first would be making it a crime to disturb or remove anything from the actual site 
without permission.  
 
The second would be naming of those sites and my colleague has already alluded to that. (I 
suggest perhaps we just name the whole of the Falklands, but that’s probably cheating).  I 
also think whilst it is important to name the most visited ones, it’s the actual ones that are 
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more out of the way that are in the better condition and less picked over, that we really ought 
to also concentrate on protecting.  
 
The third point that I had in mind though would be covering the attempt to remove any 
artefacts from the Falklands without a license, whether or not these have recently been 
removed from a battle site or not, and that is probably one of the most important aspects of 
anything that we put in place. As I say, this third issue is important as there is still a myriad of 
items in people’s sheds etc., and we don’t want to lose those to people who know what they 
are looking for, without some sort of process being gone through.  
 
The emphasis on their removal from the Falklands is important, because you would not want 
somebody being nicked, for example, if they found something in grandad’s shed and was 
taking it up to school to show the class.  I know that stuff still appears in and around Stanley. 
As I know when I lived just across the road in Police Cottages, my lad was forever digging 
up spent .762 shells and the occasional couple of live rounds when he was playing under 
macrocarpa bushes.  So you don’t want anyone being caught and nicked for something they 
have just found in the garden.  
 
I suspect though that the devil is always going to be in the detail, and we need to sit down and 
formulate a policy as to what exactly we want.  I have trawled the internet to see what is out 
there in the way of legislation. The truth is, unless I’ve missed something, there seems to be 
absolutely nothing that remotely comes close to something that we could half-hitch and 
adapt, so it may be that if the House is minded to support this motion, we have to cobble up a 
piece of legislation from scratch (which indeed may not be such a bad thing)  
 
I am also happy to report to this House, that if all goes well, Dr Pollard should be returning to 
the Falklands, hopefully in this austral summer.  We also have some very enthusiastic local 
people who can see the value of what remains, and also the way it is being picked over.  
 
I hope that if we can couple Dr Pollard’s expertise, and enthusiasm from people here in the 
Falklands, a way could be found to protect what is still here as best we can.  
 
I would urge the House to support this motion.  As I said at the beginning, what is left here is 
now part of our history, whether we like it or not.   It is being removed, we must think of the 
generations that follow us. As the old phrase (sort of) says: “you sort of don’t miss it until it’s 
gone”.  And when it’s gone it’s going to be too late.  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  I thank my two Honourable Colleagues for this motion. I 
was very pleased to hear the Honourable Michael Poole say that any potential legislation 
appears that it won’t be too cumbersome or take too much time up for our overworked Legal 
Department. I hope that is the case.  
 
I fear however, as the Honourable Gavin Short has alluded to, we are probably a little late to 
protect a lot of these sites and a lot of stuff has already gone out of the Islands, or destroyed.  
 
I am more than happy to support this motion Mr Speaker.  
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The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  I too support the motion, but, I would say that apart from 
the need for regulation (which has been mentioned) there is often a cost and considerable 
work involved in cataloguing, protecting and preserving elements of our heritage.  The relics 
of the war are as deserving of that as other heritage sites.  There is an enormous amount of 
work to be done on prior sites as well, and I hope this can be part of that.  
Thank you.  
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  I am attracted by the approach suggested by the 
Honourable Michael Poole in his proposal of the motion. I am not generally in favour of 
simply protecting the detritus of War. There is all sorts of rubbish that could happily be 
removed and probably wouldn’t upset or offend anybody. I think it is important to identify 
some of those key sites and to perhaps restore them slightly so that they do have educational 
and cultural value going forward.  
 
I would be happy to support the motion, that we should review and investigate how this can 
be appropriately done to ensure that there are some sites and some key pieces of wreckage, 
perhaps, that do become protected areas.  

The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Mr Speaker.  I take on board all my colleague The Honourable Gavin Short’s comments. I 
too think  through the years have seen it as trash and wanted to see it cleared away and out of 
sight, but over time you begin to reflect and understand that it is part of our history which 
remains from the 1982 War.  I would just ask, (and I’m sure it’s been taken into account), 
that we have a balance of British sites and Argentine sites, and I know already that the Scouts 
and some of the voluntary groups have worked on preserving some of the sangers that the 
Royal Marines have put in place, quite close to Stanley and some of those would probably be 
key locations.  
 
I am always a bit wary about legislation, but I understand that there will need to be work on 
that and I hope it will be of a light touch and not burdensome.   
 
In principle, I support the motion.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole, do you wish to sum up? 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. Just to address a couple of specific points:   
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first, the Honourable Phyl Rendell is absolutely right to recognise there are already is work 
ongoing, that was an omission, I should have mentioned that, and we thank those individuals 
and groups that already to a lot to preserve these areas, whether land owners or some of the 
voluntary groups as well.  I absolutely agree that we should look to ensure the balance of both 
British and Argentine sites in designation in the future.  
 
There is an argument to say it’s too little too late, but I think there are still some well-
preserved sites that have historic value and I think that we can identify those easily enough, 
and as I mentioned, Major Biggs already has a view on that, that there is a number of people 
in the Community will too, so we’ll encourage them to get in touch with us.  
 
Keeping it simple is absolutely key, this is not a solution to all the problems we have faced in 
this area. If we try and make it that, it will fail. We’ve only got 12 months to see this through 
if the Assembly wishes to do it.  It needs to be quite quick and really focused on this 
particular issue of protecting sites, and we should try not to get caught up in other issues in 
terms of exports.  There is already policy and legislation in that area that I think covers that 
sufficiently enough.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion before the House is that this House calls on the 
Government to devise a policy and potential legislation to protect historically and culturally 
important sites from the 1982 war.  
 
Is there any objection to passing that motion?  There is no objection, that motion is carried.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio Reports:  The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. 
 
As the Portfolio holders for Business and Industry the Honourable Michael Poole and I meet 
with the Chamber of Commerce committee on a regular basis and have constructive 
exchanges with them. All Members meet quarterly with the Chamber committee and some of 
our Senior Officials at the same time.  The individual Members regularly meet business 
people on request.  
 
I am also the Assembly Member on the Development Board, and I attend meetings from 
which there are public minutes so people can clearly see what take place there. FIDC has 
experienced some staff shortages recently but will, I believe, will be up to strength shortly. 
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I’m also one of two FIG representatives on the Board of Stanley Services. I will be joined by 
the new Chief Executive, Mr Barry Rowland, when he replaces Mr Keith Padgett as the 
second FIG nominated Director.   
 
On Stanley Services, Members will have noticed the extension to Malvina House Hotel 
nearing completion. The work on fuel provision at Fox Bay is well advanced, and there are 
several other projects well advanced in the planning stage. 
 
Moving on to Mineral Resources; People will be aware Premier Oil are still progressing the 
FEED process towards the final investment decision which may be in mid-2017.  The 
submission of some of the key documents for consideration is already underway. Following 
an earlier scoping phase these include the main project Environmental Impact Statement, 
which will be subject as normal to a full public consultation in the coming months.  The 
second draft of the main Fuel Development plan is also due for submission in November. FIG 
is currently putting together a team of external specialists to review such areas as reservoir 
engineering and facilities design.   
 
Earlier in the year we approved some revisions to the license framework in light of current 
worldwide oil industry difficulties relating to the oil price which is still very low.  I am 
pleased to report that we’ve now received and processed the first applications for extending 
current production licenses to ensure that our oil industry activity is continued into the 
medium term. Discussions also continue between FIG and Premier about how best to ensure 
the projects economics remain competitive in the prevailing oil price climate.  FIG remains 
committed to working with the industry to secure early oil development.   
 
Oil readiness works continue on updating Environmental and Safety legislation required for 
development.  These projects form a very substantial piece of work and are still some way 
from completion, but progress is being made.  
 
Finally, the first two year phase of a Gap Environmental project, an initiative jointly funded 
by FIG and the Oil Industry to identify priority gaps in environmental knowledge, is coming 
to a close.  The project has provided a number of useful outputs to assist in further 
environmental work.  It is a credit to the project officers Meghan Tierney and David Blockley 
that the project has actually delivered more than originally envisaged, and at no extra cost, 
which is a relatively rare experience with government.  
 
FIG has approved 50% funding for phase 2 of the Gap project in the current year’s budget, 
and awaits consideration by FIPLA, the Oil Industry group, on whether the industry is willing 
to provide the match funding required to progress into the next phase.  
Thank you. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to comment or raise a question on that report? No. Thank you. 

Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio report; The Honourable Ian Hansen. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members; I’d like to thank the Director of Human 
Resources and the Director of Central Services for this report I’m about to present.  
 
I begin with Human Resources, in the past I haven’t really mentioned them too much, but I 
have some comments or some information for Honourable Members. In addition to the case 
based work conducted by the HR team and the general recruitment activities and payroll, a 
number of key development objectives are in place. It is fair to say however, that the progress 
against a number of these objectives have been slower than hoped. This is solely due to 
capacity available to deal with high peaking operational HR matters that have emerged over 
the period of June to August 2017, but however, despite pressure place on current capacity 
progress is being made in the following areas: 
 
The Management Code: A review of the Management Code Chapter 4, which is Conduct, 
Capability and Discipline, has commenced and a draft documents are in development. These 
documents will form a basis of consultation with stakeholders before final drafts are 
produced for formal approval.  The planned date for submission of the final draft document is 
January 2017.  
 
Other elements of the Management Code are under development and will follow a structured 
approach to ensure we have code that supports a robust Employer/Employee relationship.  
 
Training and Development, the Director of Human Resources has developed an outline 
programme for supervisory Management Training based on the needs identified in the staff 
survey and service management focus groups, which was led by a member of the HR team. 
The aim is to pilot this programme with managers in PWD.  
 
The wide issue of Leadership and Management Development is considered a priority and the 
aim is to take this proposal to MCMT in November of this year.  
 
The HR team is also in the process of developing arrangements to effectively capture the 
development needs of our workforce. We intend to work closely with the training centre team 
to ensure we have a strategy and plan in place, to ensure we can meet both the current and 
emerging development needs of our workforce. 
 
Beyond the boundaries of FIG as an employer it is recognised that as a stakeholder in the 
Falkland Islands we need to work closely with the wider business community to tackle the 
common challenges we face in terms of workforce recruitment and retention.  
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The foundation of this wider discussion can be found in the good work conducted by FIDC 
and published in the Falkland Islands innovation strategy.   
 
On recruitment, as part of the wider review of the recruitment and retention within the FIG, 
the existing recruitment processes have been mapped and redesign work is underway.  
Progress in this area has not been as swift as we would have hoped due to the availability of 
resources.  However, having all recruitment activity based in Stanley has helped with the 
management of recruitment activities as we have been able to secure a clear picture of where 
the systems and processes need to improve to effectively meet our needs.  
 
As part of the wider review of recruitment activities, HR are in the process of refreshing all 
printable documentation and information available via the internet.  Revised arrangements 
will make our documentation follow a clear corporate brand and be more user friendly, and 
HR believe this work would be more effective in promoting the Falklands globally as a place 
to live and work.  
 
I’ll now move on to Central Services and the usual mish-mash of what that involves; which 
will be pretty much jumping around, - a bit of everything for the Falklands, I guess.   

                                                                                                                          
Just generally, I believe issues with the TV service in Stanley have now largely been resolved 
and we are waiting for a permanent solution from BFBS to be installed later this year.  
 
As we all know, ExCo have again discussed the Camp FM project and have asked for costed 
options to ensure that radio signal is in all homes across the Camp.  
 
Procurement guidance was developed and launched in September this year to provide better 
guidance to FIG officers on running tender exercises, and this has been shared with the 
Chamber of Commerce and is publicly available.  
 
Moving onto FIGAS, and just a few points on there. The towed fire appliances for Camp 
airstrips tenders have been received, and a preferred candidate is selected, as indeed the same 
applies to the fleet avionics upgrade, tenders have been received and a preferred candidate 
will be notified shortly.   
 
The fleet’s autopilot project was complete in August this year, and it came in under budget. I 
am pleased to report the final acceptance test for the new Category 3 airport fire appliance 
have been completed, and it is anticipated that this machine will be shipped from the UK on 
the 30th October, (slightly overdue, but it’s on its way).   
 
I am also happy to report that the Fire Service down at the airport has welcomed two new 
employees in the last month.  I welcome them to FIGAS.  
  
Briefly on the Court headlines:   
The legal aid review has been progressed to the stage where the paper is ready for 
presentation to ExCo. This scheme has not been reviewed in any way since 2011 and it is 
widely acknowledged that a review is overdue.   
 
A training schedule for Justices of the Peace has been developed and implemented, and 
correct and legally compliant registers are being created for all historic files. This is a very 



The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 27 October 2016 

24 
 

large task as there is nearly 70 years’ worth of files stored at the court. The end result will be 
a largely digital archive and register of court proceedings.  
 
The re-establishment, after a hiatus of over two years, of the court user group to provide an 
informal mechanism to improve court procedures and ensure the interface between legal 
profession and the court administration results in the best possible outcome for all parties.  
 
And finally, we have seen a large number of jury trials in a short space of time.  By next 
April there will likely have been 4 jury trials in less than 12 months.  Previously the rate was 
approximately one jury trial every 5 years.  
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek has already indicated that progress has been made at Fox Bay 
with the fuel situation.  Concrete has been laid to take the new tanks and the forecourt area 
and all that is in hand.  Stanley Services aim to get the gas cage and petrol tank installed 
before Christmas and the overall project should be completed by June 2017.  I welcome that 
news as I’m sure everybody on the West Falkland and on the East as well.   
 
Renovations of FIG housing stocks continue, with re-plumbing, fitting new kitchens and 
bathrooms, and the instillation of boilers, and the repair and cleaning of radiators.  The 
FIGAS grass airstrip will have been remarked.  The water tanks have arrived and we hope to 
work with a suitable contractor to get these installed over the forthcoming months, but it has 
been difficult to find somebody to do that job, and we certainly hope to get that done soon.  
 
Removal of the asbestos in the old Manager’s house and the subsequent clearing of rubbish 
has been completed and this is now ready for the next phase of the programme.  FIG do 
recognise that communications around this project could have been a lot better with the 
residents of Fox Bay, and I can only apologise that there was a blip in the system on that.   
 
And finally, Mr Speaker, just to comment a little bit on Stanley Leisure Centre.  There are 
some achievements and there are some challenges.   
 
The achievements first; we have four new members of staff recruited: one supervisor and 3 
sports attendants.  We have launched fitness classes, four members of staff have taken the 
swim teachers award, adult swim lessons have been restarted on a one to one basis, and 
evening and weekend opening hours have been extended.  
 
However, there are challenges as I say.  We still have three staff positions that currently 
aren’t filled. There are maintenance issues causing operational problems and the recruitment 
for holiday club staff was unsuccessful.  
 
Mr Speaker, that concludes my report.   
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to comment or raise a question upon that report? 
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The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.  I thank the Honourable Ian Hansen for his report. He referred to the 
FM radio.  
 
I am grateful to colleagues, who last month reviewed a paper on progress with FM radio and 
they set some guidelines for the basic service that is going to be required for radio in Camp. I 
am very grateful to colleagues for doing that, and I think that basic service, which will be 
really seen as policy, which will be reflected when the paper is published, will state that there 
should at least be three channels that can be received in settlements and houses around the 
Camp.  I think listeners (if they are listening, or can hear) will be very pleased to hear that  
we have now have set some clear guidelines for officers to work with. It’s going to cost 
money, but, we really have got to establish just what is acceptable and not just walk away and 
leave people in remote parts of the Islands without communications.  
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Michael Summers 
 
Mr Speaker, just a brief comment on that. I think being asked recently to release a paper from 
2012 that ExCo had not published, and reading through it, I noted that the original 
specification for the current contractor to provide services to the Camp for FM radio was 
indeed for 3 channels to every location and it was clearly set out in that procurement 
programme, and that is what Honourable Members agreed at the time.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to comment or raise a question?  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Order of the Day: Bills 
 
The Supplementary Appropriation (2016-2017) Bill 2016 
 
This Bill has not been published in the Gazette and requires a first reading.  
 
The Acting Financial Secretary 
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move the first reading of the Bill. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
I second the Motion. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
The Motion is that the Bill be read a first time – any objection to the Motion? There is no 
objection. The Bill will be read a first time. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The Supplementary Appropriation (2016-2017) Bill 2016 
 
The Acting Financial Secretary 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this is the first Supplementary Appropriation Bill to be 
presented for the current financial year.  Its purpose is to authorise the withdrawal of the 
additional sum of £2,919,350 from the Consolidated Fund to meet supplementary expenditure 
approved by the Standing Finance Committee on 27th July and 24th August 2016. 
 
The majority of the supplementary expenditure £2,495,900 relates to funding originally 
approved in last financial year that has not been spent.  A number of departments requested 
these funds be carried over due to the timing of invoices not being received in year and to 
enable projects to be completed.  The most significant of these being: 

 
• £409,000 relating to Island Plan Investments. 
• £71,000 for the Health and Social Services Department to cover invoicing and 

continuation of the Child Safeguarding action plan 
• £447,000 for the Treasury Dept. To complete the review of oil fiscal legislation, 

provide for unclaimed contribution credits and the continuation of the Community 
Development Scheme. 

• £494,000 for the Executive Management Department the majority of which is the 
carryover of funding to support SAERI projects. 

• £153,000 in connection with ongoing legal cost and the implementation of 
legislation for the Law and Regulation Department. 
 
 A full breakdown is included in the Schedule to the Bill. 
 

Mr Speaker, I beg to move that the Bill be read a second time. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Motion is that the Bill be read a second time, does any Honourable Member wish to 
speak on the principles of the Bill? 
 
There is no debate.  Is there any objection in dealing with this Bill by the short procedure? 
There is no objection. Does any Member wish to propose any amendments, any minor 
amendments to the wording of the Bill?  
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There are no amendments. I declare that the Bill will be read a third time and do pass.  
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The Supplementary Appropriation (2016-2017) Bill 2016 
 
The Motion for Adjournment. 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker I beg to move that House stands adjourned Sine die. 
 
Mr Speaker. 
 
Thank you, Honourable Members. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  A few things; the implications from the joint statement 
issued by the UK and Argentine Governments recently, following extensive discussion and 
consultation with Members of this Assembly, continues to rumble on.  
 
There are one or two important issues that are progressing. Discussions with the International 
Red Cross about DNA identification are sort of proceeding, although the Argentine side 
seems to be having difficulty in working out quite how it’s going to attend and who it’s going 
to attend with at future meetings, but that’s an important bellwether for us.  
 
Colleagues are making good progress on flights and the potential for an additional flight 
Northbound, probably to Brazil, but possibly also to Chile.  I would just like to make a brief 
comment on some of the correspondence that’s been in the newspaper recently.  Some of 
which was authored by myself with the approval of colleagues, others from members of the 
community who have views about the potential dangers to the Falkland Islands from another 
flight.  I would just like to comment that respecting those views, but setting them aside, just 
about every other comment that I have received from every other person in the Falklands is 
supportive of the development of the Northbound flight, and I believe that colleagues have 
had the same supportive comments; so, if you are happy we should be proceeding with that, it 
will make major and important contributions to the economy going forward.  
 
In respect of the rest of the issues covered by the joint statement, it remains to be seen 
whether the Argentine Government will be able to deliver the commitments that they made to 
set aside the economic sanctions that they have been exercising against the Falklands for 
many years. We don’t know yet, there is no evidence yet, one way or the other whether the 
Argentine Government can actually deliver on those issues. That is why it’s crucially 
important that we as an Assembly and also as a community continue with our public 
diplomacy activity around the world to make sure that all our friends and supporters, or even 
those who don’t understand us particularly well, know what’s going on and understand 
what’s going on with the new relationship between the Argentine Government and the rest of 
the world.  It does provide us with a better space to develop a better set of circumstances, but 
there are a lot of hurdles in the way. So in that respect I very much welcome the visit from 
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US Congressional staff who came here last week. It was a very successful visit, and I thank 
everybody who contributed to that. They will go away now fully understanding the position 
in the Falklands, and be able to explain to colleagues in the Congress and in the Senate what 
the issues are in the Falklands, and the things they need to be careful about and the things 
they can help with. That applies also to the visiting Mexican delegation and the delegation 
from Chile relatively recently, and we look forward to future delegations in the New Year.  
 
It is an important issue for us to be out and about telling both our neighbours and those in 
other parts of the world what the issues are in relation to the Falklands, and making sure that 
they understand all those issues from our prospective, although it’s sometimes not as simple 
as it may seem.  
 
It was a pleasure yesterday to meet with the Chief of Joint Operations from the UK forces: 
Rear Admiral Tony Radikan, we had some interesting discussions with him and he had some 
very positive views, I think, on potential future cooperation between the civil and military 
communities and that is very much welcomed. We all need to work together to push forward 
on that.   
 
A brief note, I’m sure my Honourable Colleague will mention the 30th anniversary of the 
proclamation of the Conservation Zone, which it is almost exactly 30 years ago, probably 
tomorrow.  One thing struck me last night when John Barton was making his presentation on 
the Fisheries: there is something in excess of £500million have been taken by the Falkland 
Islands Government in fees and income over the 30 years of the fishery. It just struck me as 
kind of interesting that actually we have saved about 25% of that in the reserve and it’s 
helping to solidify the country. For all those that think that we have, over many years, or 
now, spend all our money, actually 25% is not a bad saving rate.  
 
Finally, just a very brief comment on the success of the youth football team in Punta Arenas, 
they played three matches. They won last night 4-0 a huge performance. I’m sure they are 
having a fantastic time. The development benefit of taking young people overseas on sporting 
events like that is fantastic. They will remember it for the rest of their lives, and it’ll really 
contribute to the way they take their lives forward. Many congratulations to the players and 
also to all of those people who have worked very hard to make that visit possible.  
 
I support the motion.  
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. In rising to support the motion I firstly, really on behalf of my 
colleagues welcome Mr Barry Rowland to his first meeting of Legislative Assembly. I am 
sure there will be many more and also to Group Captain Jim Frampton for attending this 
morning.  
 
The Honourable Mike Summers stole my thunder. My short motion for adjournment is about 
the Fishery. It is really a fantastic moment for the Fishery, that on Saturday it will be 30 years 
since the declaration of the Falkland Islands Conservation Zone, the proclamation signed on 
the 29th October 1987, and that gave the Falkland Islands control over the waters around the 
Falkland Islands and enabled them to manage fish stocks to stop, as the Honourable Jan 
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Cheek referred to earlier, the uncontrolled fishing that was going on through the 70’s in 
particular, and into the early 80’s,  then to also charge license fees.  
 
I think when you look around the town, nearly everything has been built on what we call fish 
money, or squid money.  The Honourable Mike Summers has mentioned, I think the figure 
that John Barton quoted at the presentation last night was in total we’ve probably received 
around £565million from the Fishery. It stands us in good stead for the future for the next 30 
years as it’s well managed.  
 
Many people have contributed to the Fishery over the years and for those people who 
attended the presentation last night it was a great look back in time when we heard names like 
Ken Passfield being mentioned, one of the first Senior Scientists who worked with the 
Fishery, right through to the present day. John Barton has actually been with the Fishery right 
from the start and he will have worked for the fishery for 30 years as well. Thanks to all 
those, whether they are scientists or administrators in the Fishery. It’s been a remarkable 30 
years, and I trust that it will go from strength to strength in the future.  
 
The first fishing licenses were actually awarded in 1987, and that’s when the revenue started 
to come into the Falkland Island Government.  
 
Next year will be celebrating the 30th year with the fishing industry and so we look forward to 
having some arrangements, somewhat like the 20th anniversary, those that can remember, 
where we had quite a number of ships in the harbour that were open to the public and 
everybody ate fish for the day and a good time was had by all. So we will look forward next 
year to being far more and focusing far more on Falklands Fishery.  
 
Mr Speaker I support the motion. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. I’d like to join the Honourable Phyl Rendell in 
welcoming the new Chief Executive. It’s a great pleasure to be working with him and look 
forward to working with him for another year or so.  I also welcome, let me get his title 
correct, Chief of Staff, Group Captain James Frampton, it’s good to see him here as well.  
 
I wanted just to make a brief mention of the attendance at the Party Conferences. I was there 
with the Honourable Ian Hansen. As always our representative Sukey Cameron had gained 
some of the best pitches in the two venues for us, and as well as Sukey Cameron, James 
Marsh was able to come and assist for a couple of days on the stand. 
 
I hope the Honourable Ian Hansen will agree with me that it is a worthwhile exercise, we talk 
to an enormous number of people and it also provides an opportunity around the edges and 
either side of the conferences to meet with some of the senior politicians who we need to talk 
to about things like: the fact that the decision for the UK to leave the EU has been made, and 
the effects that may have on our various industries which export principally to or through the 
EU.  In that context I’d also like to mention that at a recent ExCo we have seen, I can’t quote 
the figures or the exact paper because the information is still closed, that we are already 
seeing prices for projects rising due to the decrease in value of the pound.  
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Moving onto the discussion of flights, I too have had largely supportive comments from 
members of the public who really can see that a mid-week flight would complement what we 
already have, not endanger it. So we hope we can make progress on that.  
 
Finally on the Fishery, I declare my interest. I’ve been involved at one level or another over 
many years. It’s very important that people remember as well as the various license fees and 
other charges coming from that industry, the tax revenues over the years have been very 
significant and they haven’t just supported the development of infrastructure, they are 
responsible for the fact that we can afford to do so much in terms of investment in educating 
our young people and improving our medical services. Much of the road network, such as it 
is, has grown out of those revenues. The effects have been beyond simple estimation.  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable Members I have very little to add today, but I would 
absolutely agree with the Honourable Jan Cheek that the Party Conferences were very 
worthwhile, they were certainly interesting.  Brexit was the main topic of conversation 
wherever you went.  It was worthwhile.   
 
I was also fortunate enough while I was away, after the Party Conferences, to attend the 
symposium in Gibraltar on self-determination in small countries and microstates.  This was a 
series of presentations on the issue. It was fascinating; it was various lawyers and academics 
and a couple of politicians there, of which I was one.   
 
It was absolutely fascinating to see the difference of opinion between lawyers and academics, 
how they would look at something totally differently and indeed they argued quite severely at 
times as well.  As I say, there were only two politicians as such there, but I was very fortunate 
the other one there was the Honourable Joe Bossano who is a good friend of ours in the 
Falklands, so we certainly weren’t outgunned, I can assure you of that.  
 
I was also fortunate when I was away to have a visit to Peter Symonds College. The first time 
for many years I’ve been there for a look. I think we are very lucky to have Peter Symons 
College, and the people there are very helpful and very committed to the students. I am happy 
to report that all the students I saw there appear to be settling in very well.  
 
Mr Speaker, that is all I have for today. I support the motion.  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the motion I will try to be very quick 
as I’m sure people will want to get back to the music on the radio rather than us.  
 
I would like associate myself and the comments that have been made, welcoming Group 
Captain Frampton to the House; I hope he hasn’t found it too tedious an experience. We have 
to do this once a month. I’d also like to welcome our new Chief Executive Mr Barry Rowland 
to the Chamber. I wish him well for his time here in the Falklands, and am already greatly 
encouraged by his eagerness to get out and about and see as much of the government and 
people, and indeed the Falklands, as he can. This is for me, and I am sure the people who 
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work for the Government and indeed the people here in Falklands, it’s a good sign that he 
wishes to understand our problems and hopes. 
 
This Friday he will be enjoying a whistle-stop tour of a few parts of the PWD Kingdom, and 
a few other bits if I can fit it in, which will include such delights as the Public Jetty, the sewer 
pumping plant, some of our less nice roads and the Garage at Megabid and municipal section 
to name but a few. It’s actually been my good luck and privilege to work with two great 
Rowlands’s during my lifetime, sadly both are no longer with us but their legacy does live on, 
and although Barry your surname lacks the “s” of the local family, if you’re as good and 
practical and visionary as the two local Rowlands’s were, then you will indeed be a good 
man.  
 
The arrival of spring has meant that once again our people in PWD have scattered far and 
wide with graders crews and road gangs plus supporting staff being already in action, in the 
case of the grader and roller crews they were on the move quite a few weeks ago. 
 
The Stanley gang have also been working away steadily throughout the mild winter that we 
have had, renewing footpaths around town and it’s great to see them turning their attentions 
to the footpaths around the hospital which had been in a shocking state for many years.  
 
I think there is a myth though that our people spend the winter doing absolutely nothing. That 
is absolutely not true. The work programme changes to suit the light and the weather, that is 
true, but things carry on and it’s just that in the spring and summer both we and our 
contractors become very much more visible.  
 
One of the less enjoyable tasks is trying to keep the sewage pumps functioning. It’s a nasty 
job and one that most folk would not want to do, nevertheless, it has to be done and our crew 
does it.  
 
We the public though can help, and I will once again urge people to think what they put into 
the sewerage system, as baby wipes and other things do not break down in water, so 
consequently do nasty things to the macerators, and clog up the screens, meaning that the 
stations stop working and the raw flow diverts into the harbour.  Also please desist from 
putting fats down the pipe as it forms the “fat burgs” in the chambers, as well of course, it can 
actually start to congeal in clogging up further up-stream pipes, that way causing blockages 
that have to be attended to.   
 
It was suggested that PWD try a bit of a campaign to educate people of what not to put in the 
system, and I’ll pass this onto Public Works in the hope that they can put it into action.  I was 
also taken to task about the lack of proper sewer cleaning equipment. I have asked Public 
Works for a response and the reasons why we don’t have what some of our work force think 
is necessary. I hope that the answer can be fed back to those who do the job and very soon.  
 
Of course we have the wonderful news that hopefully by the end of this month the front road 
will indeed be open for business again. That, of course, gives us a brief six months window 
before we start again. This next section that we are going to be doing, it’s probably one of the 
most trickiest because it takes in the 1982 War Memorial at this time, so we will have to plan 
that to make sure we either we don’t start, or we have it started and finished before the events 
of 14th June.  
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I was overjoyed that the Rapier firing went ahead, despite all the howls and wails and foot 
stamping from across the way. This is a completely routine defence matter that has been 
going on for years in the Falklands, and to be honest it has no more to do with the Argentines 
than one of their exercises in Chubut or Ushuaia has to do with us.  I can though see what is 
behind all this wailing. Argentina still tries to exert influence over the Falklands by actively 
trying to embarrass the British Government into stopping doing routine things. I am grateful 
that we have the back bone to resist these attempts, and if they win on this one you can bet 
your bottom dollar that they will then choose another issue and start howling and wailing 
about it. I am a firm believer that all military have the need and right to exercise, and I urge 
the military here in the Falklands to exercise as often as they wish. What you do  here is not 
provocative and whilst it does help with your ability to defend and deter here in the 
Falklands, those same exercises also help in your various roles wherever you are deployed 
throughout the world.  
 
Whatever happens, the military here must have the capability to deter and defend.  On the 
defence side it must have enough troops here to hold MPA and to allow reinforcements to 
arrive. Whilst the bulk of the Argentine military is in a horrible state, their special forces 
aren’t, and I just hope that in the rush to civilianise everything and try and save money you 
do not weaken your capability to defend. If your early warning systems fail or indeed you 
start sending the wrong signals to the other side, such was the case back in the 1980’s, it 
proved then to be a “penny wise and a pound foolish” strategy which cost a lot of people their 
lives. Please do not make the same mistake again.  
 
Finally, and returning to Rapiers, once again, I would like to say that I can assure the Chief of 
Staff, British Forces, and the Environmentalist alike that the Falklands fish take no notice of 
Rapiers being fired, as on Sunday I was happily hauling out mullet to the backing track of 
bang, whoosh, and wallop.  What the fish do and think on the other side, of course, of the 
dividing line with a certain country, I know not, and care even less.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Chief of Staff 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. I’d just like to say thank you for the warm welcome 
today and I look forward to working with you in the future.  
Thank you.  
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I would just like to take a few moments to thank both the Assembly 
Members for their warm welcome and the people of the Islands who I have met so far, have 
given me an extremely warm welcome as well.  I look forward to working with the 
Community and serving the Assembly in the future.  
 
Thank you.  
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Mr Speaker 
 
May I also add my welcome to the Chief of Staff and, indeed, to the Honourable Chief 
Executive.  
 
Honourable Members, that concludes the business for today. The House stands adjourned 
accordingly.  
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