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The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 24 March 2016  

 
Prayers 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members and members of the public, what a great turn out and welcome to this 
historic meeting of the Legislative Assembly here in Port Howard.  Just a quick ruling from 
me please on photographs. Photographs may be allowed or can be taken until the point when 
we start our, perhaps, more serious business a little later. We will start with the Proposal. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
That this House agrees to suspend Standing Order 5(2) for the current sitting of the 
Legislative Assembly to enable the Assembly to take a Motion, of which notice has been 
given pursuant to Standing Order 43, out of order. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
I propose the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
And seconded please? 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Is there any objection to that proposal?  There is no objection that Standing Order is therefore 
suspended for this sitting. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motion number 5 of 2016 by the Honourable Mike Summers that this House congratulates 
Port Howard Farm on the 150th Anniversary of its foundation this year, and notes with 
pleasure the many developments in farming over the period since its founding. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, as a boy of this farm it’s a great pleasure to be able to 
propose this Motion today, and to recognise the achievements of the many people who have 
gone before who have made this farm what it is, and who have made farming in the Falklands 
what it is.  We have often said, and it is surely true, that farming still is the heart of the 
Falkland Islands, and we must never forget that.   
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There is an interesting roll call of names of people who have worked on this farm over the 
years and had the custodianship of it.  They include Waldrons, Pole-Evans, Simpsons, Lees, 
Johnsons, Llamosa, Summers, Bonners, Morrisons and Andersons in various numbers. 
 
During the time that I was a boy here there were also lots and lots of Irish people came to 
work here.  Famous amongst them Paddy Leahy, but there are Donnellys, McCormicks, 
Keans and Cunninghams still around in the Falklands in various forms.  
 
We all owe a debt of gratitude, whether we are from Port Howard or not from Port Howard, 
to those pioneers who worked the land in the early days and made it what it is today, a 
thriving industry that supports a large number of people.  We were counting up yesterday the 
number of people currently living at Port Howard and there are around 30 men, women and 
children.  That’s quite impressive in a little community like this.  There were about 60 in the 
old days, so 30 now is quite impressive. 
 
Just to reflect a little bit on how Port Howard has led in many ways, and assisted the 
development of agriculture in the Falklands.  One of the most noticeable things about this 
farm I think, particularly if you arrive by air, you see the fields from the Point right out 
through there, surrounded by gorse hedges. 
 
In the early days they were all ploughed by horse and plough, there were no tractors, and 
many of us have photographs or have seen photographs of the cart horses pulling the plough 
on the Point which is now the airstrip and turning it into what it is, and it was before a diddle 
dee ridge.   
 
That, in itself, was impressive. Port Howard led the way in many ways in introducing 
machinery to farming in the Falklands, and the old crawler tractors that were here from the 
50’s and the early tractors and motorbikes afterwards were very often led by Port Howard.  It 
too led the way in the introduction of new live-stock throughout the time that it’s been farmed 
here, whether sheep or cattle. 
 
In more modern times you will see a lot of trees around Port Howard, if you look.  You don’t 
necessarily catch them straight away, but actually at the top of the golf course, down over the 
back of the tank paddock, out along the road lots of trees planted over the last several years to 
provide shelter belts to the stock at critical times, particularly after shearing, and these are 
one of the developments that have been promoted and pushed through the Department of 
Agriculture and others that Port Howard has taken up and moved forward.   
 
In a discussion the other day with Christopher (Critta) and Myles, it seems we have as many 
sheep on Port Howard now as we did back in the 50’s and 60’s, and again that’s quite 
interesting because many farms have very many less sheep than they used to have, this farm 
doesn’t, it still manages to maintain its stocking ratios and that’s quite impressive.  It is a 
profitable farm, as we know. 
 
Again in more modern times, I would like to just pay tribute here to the work that Rodney 
Lee did, not just on the farm here, but actually the work that he did to promote WoolCo and 
Falkland Islands Meat Company (FIMCO) in their early days, and to push those things 
forward for the benefit of all farmers.  And, of course, we all know what benefit the Falkland 
Islands Meat Company has been to farmers in the last decade or so.  It was a bit of a hard sell 
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in the early days to convince people that it was the right thing to do, and in some quarters it’s 
still a bit of hard sell, but I think most people have come to accept that the construction of an 
EU standard abattoir is a major development in farming here and supports the farming 
community. 
 
Interestingly enough, when Port Howard was first settled the settlement was down at Second 
Creek, which is just down the track a bit for those who don’t know.  There was a meat works 
there, and I was chatting with Richard Cockwell one day and I said “have you ever done any 
research on that” he said “yes, the most interesting thing I found about it it was called the 
Falkland Islands Meat Company”, so nothing is new in life.   
 
Port Howard has invested as a farm, as a company, a lot over the years in its infrastructure. 
You look around the settlement and you see relatively modern houses, many of them built in 
the 50’s, but renewed and reinvigorated.  Port Howard was an early starter in the construction 
of roads, and the roads in and out of the settlement were around long before many of us were 
here.  I think one of the interesting historic features about Port Howard is actually the road 
around the Creek.  You kind of take it for granted because there is a little track that goes 
around the edge of the creek down to where the ferry now is.  It was built by hand, it was 
built with horses and carts and men and shovels, and that was the sort of thing that those 
pioneers did in those days and had to do in those days to make things work better, but I think 
that’s an important piece of built heritage, as we call it these days in the farming community, 
and I would like to see that sea wall and that road maintained for the future. 
 
Port Howard has also taken part, of course, in the development of tourism.  This was the only 
farm on the West, I think, not be sub-divided in the 80’s and 90’s, but it did embrace the 
concept of tourism and Robin Lee, the father of the current custodians of Port Howard Farm, 
was a great pioneer in tourism.  He was also a great pioneer in having a ferry.  Roads and the 
ferry were Robin’s idea, he thought that that was the way to go in the Falklands and he 
certainly wasn’t wrong.  We now have the ferry and there are many people who can take 
credit for the planning and the implementation of that as a project, but its made a huge 
difference, I think, to farming and life on the West. 
 
Again, somebody was telling me just the other day that it carried 5000 passengers last 
calendar year compared to 3000 the year before, that’s a fabulous result and we expect the 
ferry to continue to prosper and it is now part of Port Howard. 
 
My many congratulations, and many thanks to everybody over the last 150 years who have 
been involved with Port Howard, many of them we don’t know anymore, they are long gone, 
but it was those people in the early years, in the first 50 or 100 years perhaps, that set Port 
Howard on its way, and the modern generations, we are certain, will continue to take it 
forward. 
 
Mr Speaker, I am happy to propose the Motion.   
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. In rising to second this Motion I would just like to recall that it is 
150 years ago since James Lovegrove Waldron established Port Howard Farm, and I just 
think it’s a huge credit to everybody that’s worked on this farm since then that we have had 
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continuous agriculture here on the West, and I am absolutely confident that there is a great 
future for Port Howard both in agriculture, tourism and any other industry that they wish to 
pick up. I am very confident that there is a great future in agriculture in the Falkland Islands 
and particularly here on the West, so I congratulate everybody that works here now, and has 
worked here in the past, and I think that we will have a great future here at Port Howard in 
the coming years. 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I too would like to add my congratulations to Port 
Howard, and I would like to take a slightly different stance on it.  The Honourable Mike 
Summers mentioned the fact that there were now 30 people here.  I would like to concentrate 
on the fact that amongst those 30 people I believe there are now nine children in the school, 
and we must remember that they are our future, and I think that gives a good future to Port 
Howard. 
 
In fact, the school has just had to be enlarged to take all the children, and I congratulate Port 
Howard Farm for doing that work and extending the school so that they can go in.  At an 
Education meeting last week we actually raised the subject, or the subject was raised, that 
Kirsty, the only teacher here presently, may well require some additional staff to assist in the 
teaching of those children because the age range is so great - 4 coming up to 11, and so I 
would like to congratulate Port Howard Farm, and I too look forward to a very buoyant future 
for the farm, and those children presently at school.  Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I am grateful to Tansie Bishop at the National 
Archives for my, admittedly still superficial, understanding of the history of the farm, but she 
was very helpful in providing me some bullet points. 
 
Having read through that potted history of Port Howard, it did prompt me to think to ask the 
Honourable Mike Summers if he could remember running around the farm when it was 
initially called Adair’s Harbour back in the 1800’s, but maybe slightly before his time!   
 
More seriously though, when Mr Waldron first took ownership of Port Howard Farm in 1866, 
we can only guess at his ambitions for it, but I am sure if he were to look around today he 
would do it with considerable pride.  It’s a beautiful settlement, it’s very well maintained, it’s 
a wonderful gateway to the West, when you come in on the ferry it’s very impressive and it’s 
a lovely place to stay. 
  
150 years is a very impressive milestone, and I would like to congratulate all involved with 
the farm over that time.  I would also like to add my thanks to Critta, Myles and the team here 
for allowing us to host the Assembly and for being so welcoming as they always are when we 
come across.  It’s particularly great to see so many in the audience today as well, although I 
imagine some will see it as some form of punishment for something they have done.   
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As the motion states, there have been many developments in farming and camp life generally 
over the decades.  Many people even today have rightly pointed out that Camp retains so 
much of the heart of the Falkland Islands.  Though I think we need to remember that Stanley 
and Camp are very entwined, and that one doesn’t work without the other.  We are one 
country, and something that as a Government we constantly reflect on is how we make sure 
that we see ourselves as one nation and do what’s best, not only for people that live in 
Stanley, but for those that live in Camp as well. 
 
Sadly, I think we are going into a period, hopefully a relatively short period, where there is 
going to be some quite challenging discussions around the distribution of resources between 
Stanley and Camp, and also just between different projects, and as we have those discussions 
as we have done in the past, you look at the ferry, you look at FIGAS, you look at investment 
in wind and renewable energy, we always need to search for that national interest when we 
are making our investment decisions, and we need to work very closely with the Camp 
community to make sure that we draw that national interest out so that we can see what is 
best for the nation as a whole.  
 
I think we are very clear that living in Camp does not mean entitlement to any additional 
services or support, and nobody would wish it to, but as a Government we do have a 
responsibility to recognise the different challenges that people face living outside of Stanley 
and to do what we can to support those, and I am sure we will and the next 150 years will be 
as prosperous for people and the agricultural community as they have been in the past. 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I support the Motion.  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I too would like to congratulate the people of Port 
Howard and those who have gone before on the situation we are now in today.  I am actually 
very pleased to hear that there are 30 people here, I didn’t realise there were that many, I 
thought perhaps there wasn’t quite that many, but that is excellent to hear. 
 
Port Howard was the first place my father started work when he left Stanley as a young boy, 
and he always spoke with great respect of those names that the Honourable Mike Summers 
has mentioned, the Lees, the Pole-Evans the Summers, the Johnsons, and he always had a 
great affinity with Port Howard because he started work here. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers mentioned the ferry and FIMCO, and I would just like to add 
to that, that since the ferry’s inception and also FIMCO, Port Howard Farm have been 
extremely helpful with the movement of sheep, with any time the ferry is delayed, far beyond 
what they probably should have been doing, and I would just like to thank the Managers now 
for that and those that have gone before.  Mr Speaker, I support this Motion.    
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, it gives me great pleasure to stand, speak to and support 
this Motion.  I will be very brief, I will not talk about farming, I am town boy and I think I 
would get into pretty deep and hot water fairly quickly if I tried to explain that. 
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If I could just pick on two points that stuck in my mind, the Honourable Mike Summers 
mentioned people who have worked here in Port Howard and went on to do other things in 
the Falklands, and names that are still with us, but of course one he didn’t mention is Claudio 
Eugenio Molkenbuhr whose family are still carving their way in farming on the East 
Falklands, and of course he came from Chile and encapsulates our links with that country. So 
before sitting down all I would like to say is really, for me, the history of Port Howard very 
much encapsulates the history of the Falklands.  People came here to nothing. They carved it 
out through shear grit, determination and hard work, and have made Port Howard and indeed 
the Falklands what it is today so congratulations to you all.  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I too will be brief.  I am not a Camper and I would just 
like to give a personal view.  When Bernadette and I and our small children came down here 
in the 1990’s, well in 1990, we had no intention of staying in the Falkland Islands at all.  But 
at that time medical visits were two days, and we had the great pleasure, at Government 
expense, of being flown around to all the settlements and overnighting in one of the bigger 
settlements so we could do our medical work late in the evening after everyone had finished 
work.  That is what persuaded us to stay in the Falklands, because the hospitality we met 
particularly in Port Howard, Hill Cove and other such settlements, the reception that we 
received, the way we were greeted, meant it was a place we wanted to stay.  I wonder these 
days now medical visits are only one day whether some of the reason we can’t, it’s a great 
difficulty recruiting doctors to stay here a long time, is they don’t have that pleasure of 
coming out staying in settlements and getting to know people in Camp. 
 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, thank you very much indeed and thanks to all Members who have added their 
contributions about Port Howard.  It was great fun yesterday when the ferry came in and was 
coming up the harbour, to take the Attorney General up on to the upper deck and show him 
the dolphins leaping about, and the look of absolute astonishment and pleasure on his face 
will remain in my mind for some time.  He then proceeded to chastise himself for not having 
brought his family with him, and I think we should join that chastisement. 
 
The progress of Port Howard Farm is fascinating and perhaps encapsulated in a way by the 
black building over on the Point.  It started up as a commercial dairy, actually a dairy to serve 
the farm and a commercial dairy after that.  No it didn’t, it started up as a silage barn, they 
built it to make silage and Port Howard may have been the first producer of large scale silage.  
Then it became a dairy and now it’s Myles’s garage with its own owl, and isn’t that 
wonderful, it encapsulates all those things. 
 
Mr Speaker, it’s my very great pleasure on behalf of the Legislative Assembly now to make a 
presentation to the owners and custodians of Port Howard Farm. 
 
Christopher and Myles I wonder if you would join us for a moment. 
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This plaque is presented by the Legislative Assembly of the Falkland Islands to Port Howard 
Farm to commemorate the 150th anniversary by the sitting of the Assembly on the 25th March 
2016.  May I congratulate you both for all the work you have done here and represent all your 
predecessors so well.  And in the true fashion of Port Howard Farm, I hope you find a couple 
of very large six inch nails to hang it with. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion before the House is that this House congratulates Port 
Howard Farm on the 150th Anniversary of its foundation this year, and notes with pleasure 
the many developments in farming over the period since its founding. 
 
Is there any objection to passing that Motion – there is no objection that Motion is carried.   
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Confirmation of the Record of Legislative Assembly held on 25 February 2016. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, I have before me a record of that last meeting of the Assembly, is it 
your wish that I sign this as a true record? 
 
Honourable Members 
 
Aye. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Papers to be laid on the table by the Honourable Financial Secretary.   
 
Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last 
sitting of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the 
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977. 
 

• Mental Health (Approved Practitioners) Order 2016 

• Land (Non-Residents) (Amendment) Ordinance 2015 (Correction) Order 2016  

• Taxes (Amendment) Ordinance 2015 (Correction) Order 2016 

• Maritime Safety and Security (FIPASS Restricted Zone) Designation Order 2016  

• Stanley Services Limited (Residence in the Falkland Islands) Order 2016 

• Road Traffic (Stanley Speed Limit Zone) Regulations 2015 (Correction) Order 2016 

 

In accordance with Section 80(2) of the Constitution the report of the Public Accounts 
Committee in respect of accounts: 
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• Falklands Conservation Accounts Year Ended 30 June 2015 

• Falkland Islands Development Corporation Accounts Year Ended 30 June 2015 

• Falkland Islands Landholdings Accounts Year Ended 30 June 2015 

In accordance with Section 80(2) of the Constitution the reports of the Public Accounts 
Committee in respect of internal audit reports: 
 

• The Training Centre 

• FIPASS 

• Aviation Services 

• PWD Water 

• PWD Tenders and Contracts 

• FIG Mortgages 

• Internal Audit Management Letter – OC FIDF Fund 2014-2015 

• Follow up report  - Insurance 

• Follow up report – Regulatory Services 

• Follow up report – Performance Indicators 

• Follow up report - Pensions 

 
In accordance with Section 5 of the Law Revision (Paving) Ordinance 2015: 

• First Report to the Legislative Assembly from the Statute Law Commissioner 

 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I hereby lay on the aforementioned papers on the Table. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Questions for oral answer. 
 
Question Number 08 of 2016 by the Honourable Phyl Rendell. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Mr Speaker, could the Honourable Mike Summers please describe what measures have been 
put in place so far to fulfil the first Islands Plan Health objective for this Assembly, which 
states that the Assembly will “place renewed emphasis on health prevention and promote 
healthy and active lifestyles to reduce the requirement for costly treatments (at home and 
overseas) in the longer-term”.  Could he highlight any recent initiatives that will be of interest 
the public and in particular, what work is being done to address obesity levels in young 
people. 
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The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, the health of the community is rightly placed at the top of 
the list of the Health Directorate’s Island Plan issues. Once we have a reasonable and 
efficient reactive health response to illness in the community, it is probably the most 
important thing to address longer term general health issues. 

 
This is because in comparable health and care communities it has been shown that the rise of 
what is termed “long term conditions” is dramatic, and could potentially swamp Health 
Services with demand to treat serious illnesses such as cancer, heart disease, stroke and 
diabetes.  Most, or much of which, could have been avoided or prevented at the age of onset, 
if healthy lifestyle choices had been adopted earlier in the patient’s life.  Some Public Health 
specialists refer to these as the non-communicable diseases, but the point is that they are 
potentially avoidable to a great extent. 

 
The dilemma in any democratic system is respecting the balance of free choice and yet seeing 
avoidable health crises, and the fairness of costs of “free at the point of consumption” 
services for those who do not take care of themselves. The answer can, and must be, to 
develop persuasive and even attractive incentives and dialogues within the community, based 
on persistent and relentless information dissemination, and opportunities for people to opt 
into healthier lifestyle choices. 

 
The King Edward VII Memorial Hospital (KEMH) are running non-
communicable disease clinics i.e. chasing up all of those with high blood pressure, diabetes, 
or past medical history of cardiac disease for example, and asking them to come in for review 
on a regular basis to help better control and guide patients with these long-term health 
problems. 

Our practice nurse and advanced nurse practitioners regularly offer weight control clinical 
advice to patients who want help, and we all gently guide overweight patients towards the 
extra help and advice that is available both on-line and within the KEMH. 

We refer patients who would benefit from regular exercise, e.g. overweight patients, or those 
with a cardiac rehabilitation programme, to the gym where they can access free time to use 
the equipment, and the gym staff give these patients help and guidance where this is possible. 

The Hospital Primary Care Team get into the public domain as often as possible to weigh, 
measure and offer blood pressure and blood sugar testing to the public.  For example on 
World Diabetes Day and during the Rural Business Associate ExPo our staff are out and 
about. 

The bottom line is we have a Western/Developed World population in the Falklands, some of 
whom will inevitably overindulge.  In our supermarkets it is still cheaper to buy a bag of 
chips to fry, than to buy a fresh cabbage.  Many packets of sweets are cheaper than an 
apple.  Our sports facilities are as yet underdeveloped, and the gymnasium costs are high for 
those in lower wage brackets and large families.  Public Health is not just about the KEMH 
doing its bit to re-educate and encourage our patients, but about the way the Falkland Islands 
Government looks at ways to make healthy living cheaper and the best choice to make.  
 



The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 24 March 2016 

15 
 

That may be by making entry to the gym completely free, or facilitating the cost of fresh fruit 
and vegetables to be reduced.  The Hospital cannot do this alone, and the "renewed emphasis 
on health prevention and promotion of healthy and active lifestyles" is not just a 
responsibility for the KEMH to carry through, though we remain content to lead on it.  The 
Leisure Centre staff can take a lead on this, as well as the Education Department, by teaching 
young people and children the benefits of choosing a healthy lifestyle.  Ultimately "choice" is 
the key word.   
 
There are people who are specialists in this field who not only know the medical aspects and 
the research involved, but who also know what are the effective means of achieving 
population awareness and shifts in chosen behaviour.  In the UK in recent years there has 
been a renewed drive for public health to contain this kind of drive, and recognition that 
despite huge economic pressures in the NHS and councils, the UK needed to invest in fresh 
approaches, hence the setting up of Public Health England (PHE) in recent years, and quite 
successful campaigns and local infrastructure investment.  Even eye catching political moves, 
like taxing of sugary drinks, do reflect serious shifts in awareness.  

 
It is important to get good advice on what works and what does not work in taking this 
agenda forward, and this is clearly a well-researched but specialist field.  The Director of 
Health is in touch with a senior Director from Public Health England, who he is inviting to 
advise us on how we might find the maximum benefit from the our Health and Social 
Services to support this agenda.  We understand that PHE are willing to support us as part of 
their professional mandate, and there could be advantages in the Falklands extending this 
invitation for free assistance.  We also have to be aware of the additional requirement we will 
place on existing staff resources to deliver what will be, in many respects, new and additional 
programmes. 

 
This is all additional to the baseline budget of the Director of Health Services, which like all 
Departments is subject to restrictions on budget increases, and these proposals may not get 
past Budge Select Committee.  Members are advised to make their views on this known to 
the Budget Select Committee when it next meets if this is to be considered a priority for 
funding, as I think it should be.  Thank you.   
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank my Honourable Colleague for his lengthy and comprehensive response.  
I raised this question because I really wanted to just to get people thinking about these issues.  
I think it’s very interesting that we are here in Camp discussing this, and I think actually 
Camp lifestyle really aids people to be fit and healthy, and I think many of these problems do, 
I am afraid, centre on Stanley.  
 
I am interested to hear about the clinics that are already in place, and I think that’s useful for 
the public to be aware of those, and know that they could go to the Hospital and sign up for 
some help with weight control etc.  I am also interested in this initiative about Public Health 
England and that the Director of Health is working with this organisation, I think that’s really 
good. 
 
I would like to hear a little bit more about the links perhaps with the KEMH and the 
Education Department, the use of the Leisure Centre and perhaps we should be looking to see 
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where people could use it at no cost if they were referred by the KEMH.  And also the links 
perhaps with the schools in aiding the schools to ensure that young people get every bit of 
help they need.   
 
It’s the young that I am focusing at, I think we are passed it at our generation, but it’s the 
young people coming through that really we do want to ensure that they are as healthy as 
possible going through their lives, and don’t put a large burden on the health services here 
which are just so costly for us to deliver. 
 
I do thank him for his comprehensive reply, but perhaps more information would be useful on 
specific courses and services that could be made available.  I would also, Mr Speaker, argue 
that perhaps some of the funds already in a very generous health budget, which I think is 
running in excess of six million pounds, some of that could be put more into preventative 
care than perhaps at the other end, but that is for him as portfolio holder and the Director of 
Health to examine rather than coming back for yet more money. 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, as a doctor I am sure it wouldn’t surprise you that I have 
got some thoughts on this as well, and I think it’s a subject that all doctors and professionals 
have been worried about for many, many years, and I am very pleased that the Honourable 
Phyl Rendell has raised this question because it’s something that we as a community, and we 
as a Government, need to get to grips with, because if we don’t get to grips with it now, as 
you say, another generation will have gone by. 
 
I don’t think older people are beyond help and I think there is hope for the elderly, even 
someone as old as yourself.  I think it is important to try to tease out and to tell people in the 
public what we are talking about here.  The Honourable Mike Summers talks about diabetic 
clinics, clinics for people who have got heart disease, people who have got all sorts of other 
diseases and they are absolutely essential, but those clinics are for people who are ill and 
what we are trying to do is to prevent that illness and that’s called “Public Health” and it’s 
something that we are, well most countries are, bad at.  We focus on having good hospitals, 
CT scanners, MRI scanners (if you want an MRI scanner you will probably get it), if you 
want £10,000, £20,000, £30,000 to do some Public Health work it won’t be seen as sexy, and 
you perhaps will have difficulty raising that money. 
 
I wonder if I can just touch on trying to tell people the difference because it might seem 
difficult to understand what the difference is.  Public Health is about keeping people well, 
and there is a definition I dug out here.  Public Health refers to, and I quote, “the science and 
indeed the art of preventing disease, prolonging life and promoting health through organised 
effort and informed choices of society, organisations both public and private and the 
communities and the individual”.  So what that means is, we need to inform the individual, 
but Government has a key role in making sure actions are taken that will help prevent illness.   
 
If we can just go back to some examples of the biggest lifesaving actions that have been 
taken.  We have just talked about the 150th anniversary of the founding of Port Howard, 30 
years before that cholera was still happening in London.  There was a very famous case and 
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any doctor will know this because we have all been taught about it, there is a guy called Dr 
Snow who suddenly realised that all the people in his area who were getting cholera they 
were all taking the water from one well, and yes, they still had wells in London at that time.  
And he realised then that there was a link between the sewage running into that well and 
people getting cholera, he then changed that and he never had problems proving there was a 
link between sewage contaminating water supplies.  From that led on to Government insisting 
on laws to properly dispose of sewage so that it didn’t mix with the clean water, that saved 
millions of lives, more than any pill or potion a doctor can give out.   
 
And if we look at TB as well, we don’t think about TB now, but many years ago it was 
endemic, lots and lots people died. Yes, we have treatments now for TB, but the majority of 
the lives were saved because they realised that TB was found in overcrowded housing with 
poor sanitation. Government legislated for the standards of housing, how many people could 
live in a house, that is what brought about the reduction in TB.  Again, a Public Health 
message and legislation imposed by Government.   
 
People will realise we have vaccinations. That is Public Health.  We are vaccinating children 
to stop them getting illnesses, that is Public Health and we need to make sure that we keep 
that vaccination going well. 
 
In the United States, where strangely at the moment everybody is against Government and 
they want a small Government, in many States in the United States, if you do not have your 
children vaccinated your children are not allowed to go to school, so it is that important. 
 
We also have here a screening campaign. Now we have many screening campaigns, but they 
are important to try to prevent ill health, and we have talked about Government imposing law 
to help stop people being ill, and you think that’s all in the past, but it’s not.  This country 
followed many other countries by imposing a ban on smoking in public places. Now some 
people will think that’s the “nannie state”. I think people welcomed that, and we have seen 
that by the lack of prosecutions and the fact that people are doing it now automatically who 
would now never dream of smoking indoors. 
 
The evidence coming out from most countries who have imposed a ban on smoking in public 
places, not banned smoking themselves, but banned the smoking in public, has shown a 
reduction of heart attacks in the first year of anything around 10-12%, and also a reduction in 
heart attacks in those who were passive smokers.  That reduction was brought about by 
legislation, it could not have been brought about by doctors doing things, and with the best 
will in the world, it’s important that we try to stop people smoking, but big changes like that 
are driven by Governments. 
 
My Honourable Colleague referred to lifestyle choices and the fact that we don’t want to get 
fat.  I think the evidence is becoming clear now that maybe 25% of cancers have a link to our 
lifestyle, be that smoking, be that drinking too much alcohol (and by the way this is peaty 
water, it’s not Budweiser or anything like that), so smoking and not taking enough exercise 
and obesity, obesity is clearly linked to heart disease and diabetes, it’s clearly linked to breast 
cancer as well, and if we are to stop our health service being swamped by the side effects of 
obesity, and that’s diabetes, heart disease and cancer, we have to act now as my Honourable 
Colleague said. 
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But it’s a very complicated picture and if we are to stop this epidemic of obesity we need to 
work with people, but Government also has a role, and I think we need to tease out some of 
the details.   
 
If you look at the statistics, the richest 5% of people in the UK have an average life 
expectancy of about 96 years, the poorest 10% have an average life expectancy of 68 years. 
30 years difference.  Why is that?  That’s a lifestyle thing, it’s not the genes that are different, 
it’s what you are doing within your life, your housing, the food you eat, all those things and 
we need to tease that out really quite clearly. 
 
America, well we all think America has a problem with weight, and again looking at this 
richness vs poor, the poorest State in the Union in America is Mississippi.  Mississippi is the 
fattest State in the Union.  Statistics coming out on obesity are that if you take three 
Americans, one of them weighs as much as the other two together, it is a huge, huge problem. 
 
Mr Speaker, we talked yesterday about inappropriate or unparliamentarily language, so I am 
sure you will forgive me when I tell you BOGOF. BOGOF means “buy one get one free” and 
we have all seen that in supermarkets, it’s a thing the supermarkets do, but they target it at the 
less healthy foods, and the evidence is coming out that just that sales pitch means that people 
buy more food, they spend more money, they find they can’t eat it, but they try to eat as much 
as they can because they paid for it.  So you have people getting fat, throwing away a lot of 
food and really helping that epidemic of obesity.  Why does the Government in some 
countries say “well I am sorry, you can’t have this buy one get one free” why don’t 
supermarkets say its “half price”, you ask the supermarkets that, I think that’s a very 
important feature of Public Health, why do supermarkets not offer half price initiatives 
instead offering the two for one. 
 
We have an excellent and a well-funded Health Department.  I asked my Honourable 
Colleague the Honourable Michael Poole, when he had a proper job and he was the Hospital 
Manager roughly how much money we spend on prevention as against treatment of illness, 
and forgive me if I am wrong, but I think the figure was about 5, 6, 7%.  It’s low, it is low 
and that is common across many countries.  We concentrate on illness, but as my Honourable 
Colleague Mike Summers says, we have to shift that, we have to shift that, we have to invest 
much more in Public Health because if we are going to protect our next generation we have 
to act now, and I think we need the expertise my Honourable Colleague has talked about, 
someone coming down to the Islands to give us some advice, but I think as politicians, as 
Elected Members we should send a signal that we want to establish perhaps another part of 
the health service that is ring fenced in a way, that is not part of the hospital which is illness, 
but is a distinct entity on Public Health.  We need to give that a much increased budget and 
that budget needs to be ring fenced because we see it as a means of investing in the future to 
stop health care just rocketing out of hand. 
 
And I think that is where our future lies.  We have a Health Service that is extremely well led 
and it’s staffed by an excellent Chief Medical Officer, but I would say that here today, 
excellent Health Service, excellent doctors, excellent nurses, but we need to move much more 
into Public Health. 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker.      
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Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Honourable Members wish to speak? 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, just to pick up on a few comments that were made.  My Honourable Colleague 
asked if she could have more information on the links between leisure, education and retail, I 
added retail, you didn’t. I had hoped that I had made it clear in my original answer, but 
perhaps I didn’t, that these links aren’t yet properly established and that’s the process that the 
Honourable Barry Elsby has been talking about, that we have to create those links and make 
sure that they do work together. 
 
I have been a campaigner reasonably quietly in recent years, but in the past, for sport in 
schools to be compulsory as part of the curriculum. We don’t do that. Where do you start in 
educating people about good diet, the benefit of good diet and the benefit of exercise in life? 
It’s from very small children, and that’s where you have the maximum benefit.  There are 
various parts of the Government in which we can take action on this, and as I said earlier, the 
Health Service is prepared and happy to lead on this, but there are other parts of the 
Government, including the Education Service and those responsible for the provision of 
leisure and sporting services, that will have to join the party and take part of the 
responsibility, part of the action, in moving us forward on this.  Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, the Honourable Mike Summers correctly 
referred earlier to the prohibitive cost of some healthier foods.  Does the Honourable Member 
think it’s time that the Government considered introducing a sugar tax on unhealthy foods, 
and using the money raised from that tax to subsidise healthier foods.  Clearly there is a level 
of complexity that comes with that, but is it something we should be considering in the next 
round of Budget Select Committee?  Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I have not given this a great deal of thought, though 
obviously with the introduction of a sugar tax in the UK budget its brought this to the fore, 
and obviously better thinkers than I have decided that this is an area of potential attack on 
health problems that might yield benefits.  I think there is every merit in considering that.  If 
we bring somebody to help advise us on a structure for delivering Public Health I think that 
might be an important element of it.   
 
There are other reasons why we don’t have all the healthy food, and fruit and vegetables 
particularly, in our stores at reasonable prices that we might like.  Those are also areas of 
potential activity for this Government that we are working on, and we continue to work on to 
make sure that those healthy foods are available to members of the public.  
 
I think the idea of a sugar tax is certainly worth considering.  Whether that’s the only way to 
do it I have no idea, but I think as part of the overall picture of how to move this forward it 
should be considered. 
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The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, again just to pick up a few points, and I think it’s absolutely right this is an 
action we have to look across the whole community.  It is the Medical Department, it is 
Education, it is everybody, something I have tried for many, many years to do is to get out we 
have a Leisure Centre, we are encouraging people to go and take exercise, in the vending 
machine there is chocolate, crisps, sugary drinks, why are we doing that, but it seems 
impossible to stop that. 
 
And again, I think we have to work with the shops in the way they position foods.  The idea 
of the chocolates are at the checkout all the time. It’s encouraging kids while mum or dad is 
trying to pack the trollies saying: “Can I have some of them mum?”  “Yes, alright, shut up 
and get them in”.  It’s things like that that are simple, but nevertheless effective. 
 
Sugar tax that was announced in the UK recently.  I think that was just to distract from all the 
other things he was doing in the budget and he wanted to try and distract things.  So I am not 
sure where a sugar tax will work, but it’s certainly something that needs to be looked at. 
 
We have all listened lately to the press of how many spoons of sugar in Coca-Cola, or the 
drinks you can get in Starbucks, and things like that in the UK.  I have never understood why 
people have not suggested we have diet fizzy drinks that taste almost the same as sugary 
drinks.  Let’s put an exorbitant cost on to the sugar containing fizzy drinks, and subsidise the 
diet drinks to try to get people….. yes, you can still drink fizzy drinks, but they don’t have to 
be sugared fizzy drinks.  It is a huge problem and it needs the whole community working 
together not just the Medical Department or the Education Department, but the private sector 
as well. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any other supplementary questions or indeed comments on that? 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Mr Speaker, I would just like to sum up and thank my colleagues for the discussion and 
debate today, that’s what I was looking for that we aired this subject, got it out into the public 
domain and get people thinking.   
 
I would like to say it’s not all doom and gloom, and it was a great sight last weekend in 
Stanley on Sunday when the marathon was taking place that there were a whole group of 
young children that took part in the marathon, and all credit to the parents that encouraged 
their children to take part in these things, and it was terrific to see so many young people 
taking part, so there are certainly a lot of people really working with their children to make 
sure that they are fit and healthy. 
 
The sugar tax is an interesting question that my Honourable Michael Poole has raised, and 
perhaps we should give that some thought during Budget Select Committee.  I understand 
that the UK took note of the success it’s had in Mexico in helping to reduce the consumption 
of the sugary drinks, and that’s something that we might take into account, and I think it’s a 
great idea to consider then subsidising the cost of healthier foods.   
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I thank my colleagues for the debate, I thank the Honourable Mike Summers for his 
comprehensive answer, and I hope that it gets the public thinking and we in Government too 
thinking about how we can help to encourage and improve Public Health on this matter.  
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 09 of 2016 by the Honourable Gavin Short. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, can the Honourable Michael Poole please give this House 
an update on the present phase of de-mining in the Falklands and also could he indicate 
whether there are plans for further phases and in what areas any subsequent phases may be 
concentrated.  
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I shall take the different elements of this question in 
order. 
  
Firstly, to update on the phase 4b which is just completed has taken place over this summer.  
I have updated the House previously on the work undertaken prior to Christmas so I won’t 
repeat that here, however overall it’s been a very successful demining period with the team 
operating almost four times more efficiently than they have in the past as they have grown to 
know the Islands’ terrain better. 
 
As people will have seen, a small number of the demining team returned after Christmas to 
finish up one small minefield which they completed on the 11th March, having destroyed an 
additional 344 mines. 
 
Whilst here they also took the chance to undertake some technical survey work on two more 
minefields, one to the East and one to the West of the Eliza Cove Road.  Their formal 
contract for phase 4 expires tomorrow, the 25th March. 
 
With regard to this phase, can I just conclude with a quick message from Guy Marot the 
Programme Manager because he has asked me to offer, and I quote  him now, “…a huge and 
heartfelt ‘thank you’ to everyone who has supported our work.  We have been so well 
supported by everyone we have interacted with on the Islands.  It has made our lives so much 
easier and more pleasant as we have gone about our work and has made living away from 
our families far more bearable than it might be in other places”.  So a heartfelt thank you 
from him. 
 
In relation to future phases of work, there will be announcement from the UK Government in 
the next week or so as they go into their new financial year on the 1st April.  Future work will 
be, of course, dependent on the funding levels agreed, but we are likely to see a continuation 
of demining, and even a ramping up of it over the coming 4 years, but that will be announced 
formally by the UK Government once they have tied that down. 
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 Finally, I will just comment on the prioritisation of future areas to be demined.  Criteria for 
the prioritising of minefields was initially agreed by Executive Council back in 2011.  This 
criteria has been loosely applied ever since, and was recently informally reviewed by MLAs.  
I think we broadly agreed that the criteria still makes sense.  It groups minefields into four 
different areas or four different categories.   
 
Those four categories are: the first one is areas falling within 750m of a major area of 
habitation or within 100m of a road.  The second category is areas that probably have no 
mines, so could be done relatively easily.  The third category are areas which present major 
technical challenges and which cannot be cleared without major and obvious environmental 
impact and the forth category lower priority areas are those which are far from human 
habitation or well used roads.  
 
We fed into the Foreign & Commonwealth Office our feedback on this just a few weeks 
back, and roughly said those still stand, but in terms of future work we have said that there is 
minefields around Mount Longdon that don’t need to be prioritised, they can probably sit 
there for some time, they don’t seem to be impacting as greatly.  And the other areas to be 
demined are roughly of the same priority, but we would like to continue to talk to the Foreign 
Commonwealth Office as they plan that work and the demining contractors, whoever they 
may be in the future, and in the end it will come down to some practicality and professional 
judgement.  
 
Thought we have fed in very clearly that there is, I believe, four remaining areas in Camp to 
be done, and we have said we would like to see those prioritised early on, if possible, 
particularly the one in Port Howard here as well which is clearly very close to the ferry 
terminal. 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his very full reply.   
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other supplementary questions or comments?  No. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 

 
Question Number 10 of 2016 by the Honourable Michael Poole. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, can the Honourable Ian Hansen please update this House 
on the Fox Bay Masterplan, and where this currently stands? 
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The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank the Honourable Michael Poole for his question.  I 
am quite happy to update him and everybody on the Masterplan. 
 
Fox Bay is in the unique position of being the first designated Rural Enterprise Zone (REZ) 
and it’s also under Government ownership.  The Rural Development Strategy (RDS) Steering 
Group feels that it is an appropriate site in which to invest and encourage development 
through a variety of means, and that included developing a masterplan.  Though this 
masterplan will provide a framework for the physical development of Fox Bay Village.   
 
The draft masterplan sets out a vision, it sets out aspirations and recommendations to cover 
the period up to 2021.  Geographically, it covers Fox Bay Village, but not Fox Bay West.  It 
comprises approximately 60 acres and is situated on the shore.  It is not a solution to all 
issues by itself, but it is an important part of a package of measures.  
 
From the outset the intention has been to engage the local community in this process and the 
final draft of this plan is currently with local residents for any final comments.  It is then 
anticipated that it will be brought to the end of April Executive Council to consider its 
adoption.  This builds on workshops in September 2014, March 2015 and December 2015 as 
well as the establishment of a working group which included a community representative. 
 
I hope that answers his question. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any supplementary questions to that?  No.   
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 11 of 2016 by the Honourable Phyl Rendell. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Mr Speaker, can the Honourable Mike Summers inform this House on the current policy on 
fire management on farm land and if this policy is under any form of review? 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I would advise the House that there are no immediate 
plans to change the current approach for attending or dealing with camp fires.  The current 
approach is based on the Executive Council paper number 79/00 and I will give you as briefly 
as I can the key elements of that.   
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The paper says that the Fire Service will deploy by all means possible where there is danger 
to life. 

 
Where there is danger to a house or substantial property assets then every attempt will be 
made by the Fire Service to reach and stop the fire.  If this involves helicopter lifts, the 
Commander British Forces will be urged to waive costs or limit the cost to “least Cost” 
calculations.  Where Government reserve the right to seek recompense from the property 
owner, it is unlikely to do so. 
 
Where the fire is in the ground, but does not immediately threaten significant property assets 
then the Fire Service will only be deployed at the request of the landowner if additional cost 
can be met by the landowner.  Government also reserves the right to recharge its own costs.  
 
The question of recharge may be relaxed where the fire is threatening areas of significant 
environmental importance. 
 
The authority in each case was delegated by Executive Council to one of three officers, The 
Chief Executive, Government Secretary or Financial Secretary.  The Government Secretary is 
now replaced by the Director of Central Services. 
 
That is the policy as written in 2000.  There are no current plans to change it and I understand 
it has been discussed relatively recently at the Agricultural Advisory Committee.   
 
All fires are unique and challenging and require varying tactics to deal with them.        
 
Fire Services considered how best to tackle camp fires particularly with an ever decreasing 
pool of human resources willing or able to attend such incidents.  Particularly over prolonged 
periods.  
 
The Chief Fire Officer and his team have a fine balance to achieve the optimum response 
when deploying to such incidents.  Sending the correct appropriate amount of equipment and 
firefighters to deal with incidents while maintaining enough resources to deal with any other 
incidents that may be confronted is paramount. 
 
Rapid intervention to any fire can make all the difference and like any other business, farms 
or land owners should make reasonable provisions for fire related issues which ideally should 
be included within their business or business continuity plans.    
 
To help with this process, the Chief Fire Officer with the assistance of the Department of 
Agriculture Office Manager recently re-issued information on relatively cheap pumps which 
can be used in conjunction 1000ltr tanks.  With grateful assistance of the Oil Companies 
1000ltr tanks were made available free of charge to any farm who wanted them.  44 units 
were requested and are now available. 
 
The community does need to remember that the Fire Service is predominately paid 
volunteers.  While most employers are happy to release staff for genuine emergencies and 
initial Camp fires, they do not have the resilience to allow staff to be away from work for 
what can be substantial periods of time. 
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And therefore prolonged attendance must be undertaken by fulltime staff with support from 
others where necessary, and the implications of that are obvious.   
 
Whilst the Fire Service does have good pumping capabilities, pumps and hoses are very 
manpower intensive and very physically demanding.  In most cases the edge of a fire can be 
several miles from a water source, as we have recently experienced, or the water source 
might be on the wrong side of the fire. 
 
When this requires bowsers to travel backwards and forwards to a safe or relatively safe 
water supply, even with the current equipment and the best will in the world they can only 
tow or carry a certain amount of water behind a Land Rover or on the BV.  To exceed the 
safe limits would only lead to unacceptable and expensive damage and or personal injury. 
 
So the overall message from the Fire Service is that they are very much prepared to help on 
request from any Camp business that has a fire, but they may not always be able to attend for 
extended periods of time, but there will always be a response where there is danger to life or 
significant property assets.   
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any supplementary questions? 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this supplementary question is more about fire in general 
in the Camp and not so much in land. Its more in settlements. 
 
Honourable Members will be aware that the FIGAS fire appliances all over the Camp are 
being replaced over the next few years, not only because of age, but because they no longer 
meet regulatory requirements.  
 
Would the Honourable Member agree that the old appliances be donated to the farms they are 
currently on? 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, they don’t fall part of the assets of an area for which I have portfolio 
responsibly, but I would absolutely agree. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker I thank the Honourable Mike Summers for his response.  It is a fact that the 
Falkland Islands are drying out, the peat is drying out, it’s shrinking and cracking.  With the 
best will in the world and the response time if you are going to be relying on folks from 
Stanley to come out and assist you with any fire in Camp, it is too slow.  Speed of response is 
absolutely vital and that was demonstrated here at Port Howard Farm where they had two 
small fires broke out on the North Coast and they responded immediately, got men out there 
and were able to stop it spreading and becoming a major problem. 
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I believe that it should be built into the farm plans.  Anyone who lives in Camp should look 
to their fire prevention and fire systems so that they can respond.  I think we have got to be 
more reliant on self-sufficiency.  The Fire Brigade and the Government can give help and 
advice, but they are a long way away from the seat of the fire, and they cannot always be 
there to put it out.  You must be self-sufficient and know the problems, know how to get to 
various areas and know how to respond to the fire, so I urge everybody who lives in Camp to 
actually think about fire in the future.  The Islands are drying out.  Thank you. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Is there any other comment?   
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, just a thought that I may or may not have mentioned previously to my colleague, 
but I take entirely the point that the Honourable Roger Edwards is making about fire 
becoming possibly a greater issue for Camp communities. 
 
I wonder whether the Rural Business Association has considered having some kind of levy 
and self-help scheme so that if there is a fire in a particular area everybody then is obliged if 
they are part of the scheme to go and assist.  Because I think, as we have seen in areas 
recently, unless you get boots on the ground, unless you get people there working it won’t 
happen and just relying on people (a) knowing and (b) being able to respond might not 
always be the best thing.  Just a thought that the RBA might like to consider creating some 
kind of mutual help scheme that would benefit particularly smaller farmers. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I think I share people’s views. I think the community 
needs to respond as quickly as possible, and I know that’s not always easy, particularly at 
busy times of the year, but it is important. 
 
The other aspect I think we should touch on is one of insurance.  We could face the situation 
where a Camp might be wiped out and the farm becomes economically unviable because of 
the loss of land or houses burnt down.  At the moment there is no insurance I gather 
available.  Other countries like Australia and New Zealand where they face regular wild fires 
they do seem to be able to access insurance policies, they may well be subsidised in some 
way by the Government.  Lloyds of London will insure anything including satellites going 
into space, so I wonder if I can ask at this time for the Chief Executive, I know he’s not here 
so it’s a good time to ask him, to actually look into insurers to see if we can find some 
insurance that is available, that can help people cover the likely costs.  Thank you Mr 
Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
I am sure the Honourable Chief Executive would love to look into insurance for that, but we 
can do some work on that. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any other supplementary questions or comments? 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
I would just like to thank the Honourable Mike Summers for his response there, particularly 
the comments from the Fire Service.  Yes, we did indeed discuss this matter in the 
Agricultural Advisory Committee meeting, we did talk about the possibility of the Fire 
Service looking at purchasing a bowser that could be used in different parts of the Islands, but 
of course, have always got the issue of getting things across on the ferry, and as the 
Honourable Roger Edwards says, you need to respond quickly to these things. We should 
reiterate too that Gardner Fiddes has made it known that there are some pumps available that 
you can buy for a couple of hundred pounds that I think farmers should think about if they 
haven’t already got a pump on their farms, they do require one.  I think it’s useful to give that 
information out yet again.  So I thank everybody for their contributions to this question.   
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motion No 6 of 2016 by the Honourable Michael Poole.   
 
This House believes that Government should progress as a matter of urgency a national waste 
management strategy that balances environmental protection with practicality and cost. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, contained within the Islands Plan is a 
commitment to agree a 10-15 year waste management strategy for the Islands during this 
Government.  The responsibility for this does sit within my portfolio and has been led by 
Falkland Islands Government’s recently created Waste Management Coordinator post which 
sits within Environmental Planning. 
  
This Motion looks to act as a mechanism for us to discuss the issue of waste management in 
broad strokes, as well as to commit us to the adoption of a final strategy in the coming weeks.  
Something that I am confident we are on course for as just last week Members informally 
considered an early draft of this strategy that has been pulled together by Felicity with the 
support of a number of people across Government.  The strategy as drafted is divided 
between two main documents. 
  
The first of which is a two page overarching policy.  It begins by stating that waste creation is 
an inevitable consequence of modern societies, but that it can clearly pose environmental, 
technical and financial challenges for every country. 
  
It then clearly states that the Islands face a number of unique challenges in terms of distance 
and remoteness, but we do already have a well-established culture of saving and reusing 
where possible.  Therefore a continuation of our pragmatic approach to waste is called for. 
  
However, that shouldn’t stop us looking to improve waste facilities and implement the waste 
hierarchy of reusing, recycling and only then disposing of things as a last resort. 
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The policy document then states that the Government needs to show leadership in this area, 
but that private sector partnerships and close collaboration with the Ministry of Defence will 
be required to ensure that we reach the best possible solutions, and the most economically 
achievable solutions for the Islands. 
  
The second document is considerably longer and is a strategic environmental assessment of 
waste in the Islands.  Just to reassure people, because we have had this question recently, it 
doesn’t look to reinvent the wheel.  It does build on quite a number of reports we have had in 
this field in the past, so Felicity as Waste Management Coordinator has read all of those, has 
visited a number of sites both in the Islands and outside of the Islands and has pulled that 
together and has summarised it, and said:  “here is an assessment of what the current situation 
is and here are some suggestions of how we can move this on in a pragmatic and sensible 
way”. 
 
So the document does begin with a legislative summary of all the legislation that is relevant 
to waste management both domestically and internationally that we have signed up to.  It also 
highlights different areas of policy which relate to waste management as well.  The second 
part of the report summarises waste production across the Islands to the extent that data is 
available, some of it’s quite out of date, but there is clearly an intention to update that, 
hopefully over the coming months. 
 
The next section talks about the waste hierarchy and different methods of dealing with 
different types of rubbish.  The range of options could potentially include re-cycling, 
(something which we already do), mechanical heat treatment to separate waste from 
potentially re-usable materials, incineration (again is used), advanced biological treatments 
which are relatively new to us, landfill (which we do) and there is any number of others as 
well, there is three or four others that are shown in the document. 
 
The next section then rates all of those available methods for dealing with waste against a 
number of criteria which Felicity had talked Members through last week, including 
environmental impact, cost, viability etc.   
  
Finally, the report makes some conclusions as to which methods to adopt and how we go 
about doing that.  I don’t think there would be a great surprise to anybody that preliminary 
conclusion is that a continued practice of landfill, but with much better engineering and 
oversight, is probably the best solution for the Islands.  There is also a reference in a 
document to how the Government might better assist remoter and smaller settlements in 
terms of their practice in that regard as well. 
So Mr Speaker, I have heard some in the community say that better waste management is just 
something that we need to get on with.  I agree with that, completely concur with that 
assessment, but whilst it adds a bit of time, we do need to make sure that we get this right and 
what we are doing is right for the Islands and our unique circumstances.  Therefore data 
collection has taken some time and is still ongoing, but we will have that collated shortly and 
we should have this draft strategy coming to Executive Council, I would hope, in the next 
two months or so. 
 
Therefore, Mr Speaker, I look forward to the Government agreeing that and then getting on 
with the tough job of implementing it in due course, I propose the motion. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
The Motion seconded by the Honourable Gavin Short. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, it may seem somewhat hypocritical of me to stand here seconding a Motion 
about rubbish dumps being sort of the owner of Stanley’s finest municipal tip, however it was 
to be the Honourable Jan Cheek who was meant to be seconding this Motion, but due to the 
weather I am afraid she couldn’t be with us, but what I will say is even I can see that we 
cannot continue as we are.   
 
However, as the Motion says, what we do has to be balanced by practicality and especially 
cost because it is going to be probably the rate-payers who will have to foot the bill for 
whatever we get up to. 
 
Also I think the other thing we have to be very much awake to is if we move to any form of 
legislation that there isn’t unintended side effects, especially on the people in the rural 
communities, because what works in Stanley can actually be quite an imposition to those who 
live outside, but I do second your Motion.   
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to speak to the Motion? 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to…. I am not sure can you partially support a 
Motion?  I would suggest that we should be advancing with urgency and caution.  I am not 
sure if that’s possible or makes sense, but I do believe the last three words of this Motion 
actually sums the whole thing up.  It’s practicality and cost.  We are Island people and we 
don’t throw anything away that we haven’t stripped down, got the last nut and bolt out, that 
last bit of wire with a connection that might come in handy, and what we do throw away 
probably really is rubbish. 
 
I can’t remember who it was, but somewhere amongst the group of seven sitting around the 
table here, someone recently mentioned about the sad lack of burning drums in Stanley.  
Years ago everybody had a 40 gallon drum with a top cut out.  As they put the rubbish in the 
drum they burnt it, they got rid of all the paper, they got rid of all the cardboard, the food 
stuff that wasn’t recycled into eggs went into the drum and got burnt as well, so you did away 
with all the food and stuff for the rats and so on.  So we should look at, perhaps, bringing 
back burning, but having just spoken about fires it’s not in Camp, but in Stanley as well, so 
again I am losing the plot. 
 
Landfill years ago, and I think it was the Honourable Mike Summers who mentioned when he 
was a youngster there was one lorry in Stanley.  Now there is barely a settlement across the 
Island that doesn’t have diggers, lorries, JCB’s and goodness knows what else, so I think 
landfill is a very sound suggestion, can be done again as a self-help/self-sufficiency type 
scheme within the settlements, but I really would urge caution when it comes to cost.  
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Whatever we come up with, it must be affordable.  We are going through the budget process 
at the moment, and I am sure we will get there in the end, but it’s hard going at the moment 
and anything that is an additional cost to Government we must look at very carefully. 
 
Although I urge advancement of this policy on the thing I would also urge caution.  Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I think nobody would disagree that we need a sensible 
waste management strategy. It’s just “motherhood and apple pie” isn’t it? How you do it 
obviously makes a difference. 
 
Interestingly enough, I received an email three or four weeks ago completely unsolicited from 
somebody I used to work with about 30 years ago, offering a piece of technology that said 
that they could turn abattoir waste and caliphate into useful, useable, saleable products.  I 
don’t know whether that works or it doesn’t work, but it was odd to have received an email 
that included two of the things that are exercising our minds just now, and would he therefore 
agree that a key part of the waste management strategy is to give primacy to potential 
technologies that do have a potential commercial application, and turn some of our waste at 
least into useful and saleable products, including I believe products that can go back into the 
land with fertilising capabilities. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I think everyone has said already we would be crazy not 
to support this, and the paper we had recently from Felicity Sawle looking at options was a 
very good paper, it was very wide ranging, but I think it made the very clear point that we 
must look at this as an Island wide policy if you can.  If we are going to make any economic 
sense out of this we have got to try to optimise what we can do, and as the Honourable Mike 
Summers said, the waste coming out of the abattoir should not be ignored, and I am very 
pleased to see we are now doing an environmental impact assessment to see what harm we 
are doing, if any, to the environment by dumping waste from the abattoir there.  So like him, I 
would be greatly pleased if we could use that in some way to prevent damage to the 
environment, but also to help the environment if we can turn it into some useful item. 
 
And, of course, it has to encompass the whole of the Islands, and that is why I hope we would 
work with Mount Pleasant.  If there is any way we can work as an Island with Mount 
Pleasant and the civilian community to work jointly on projects that would benefit both of us 
to try to recycle as economically as possible. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE     
 
Mr Speaker, I would like to take up the point that the Honourable Michael Poole has said that 
Falkland Island Government should take the lead, and I totally agree with that.  I think that 
we should be looking at Mary Hill Quarry, we should be looking at Eliza Cove tip. It doesn’t 
require perhaps masses more money, but it’s how our waste currently is handled. 
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I think there has been considerable improvement with the dumping at Mary Hill Quarry. I 
think that is controlled well currently, but there is room for improvement always, so I do 
think the Falkland Islands Government should be taking the lead as to how it’s disposing of 
waste which rate-payers are paying for to be disposed of at Eliza Cove for sure. 
 
Then looking at the Camp.  I do believe that the Waste Management Co-ordinator is looking 
at a way of supporting and helping farms to remove or to bury large items on their farms that 
are rusting away or whatever.  On some Islands in particular it’s difficult to dig and bury, so 
perhaps the Falkland Islands Government can, when she has finished her work, come up with 
a proposal to assist the removal of those items from Islands or from areas where there is very 
shallow soil.  But then in other cases some farms haven’t got the equipment to dig and bury, 
so I would like to think that she is working on those matters and can actually come up with 
some practical solutions to help remove waste, not only in Stanley, but in the Camp as well.  
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I have very little to add to other Members’ 
comments, apart from I am in total agreement with the Honourable Roger Edwards about 
practicality and cost.   
 
The last thing we want to do, I believe in this case, is to spend millions of pounds on some 
sort of massive waste disposal plant and then find that within two or three years it’s not doing 
anything if we haven’t got enough waste to feed it, but I do support this Motion. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, there is clearly a theme there in terms of cost 
and practicality which we all agree with.  I would just note that the consultation that was 
undertaken on this subject a few months back did show that there was a willingness from a 
majority of the community, I can’t quote the exact percentage off the top of my head, that if 
they could see Government acting credibly and improving facilities for waste management, 
they would be willing to contribute a bit more towards it. 
 
I would be the first to complain long and loud if my rates went up, but it’s something we can 
possibly consider and the Honourable Financial Secretary will correct me if I am wrong, but I 
believe as it stands we have £50,000 a year in the operating budget and £50,000 a year in the 
capital budget, so £100K in total for waste management work over the next five years.  As it 
stands, I have heard no suggestion from the Environmental Planning Department that they 
would be looking for more money initially, so those are the kind of figures we are talking 
about currently. 
 
Just a couple of the other points. Clearly the focus, I absolutely agree, should be on where we 
can reuse waste to create energy or other sellable products.  That makes complete sense and I 
think often in those cases, as has been referred to, you are probably looking at possibly some 
up front capital investment, but if you can make the economic case for that, and there is a 
long term return to the Islands or to private businesses for it, then I think I am sure that 
Government would be more than willing to look at that.  Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
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The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
I can confirm that the Honourable Member is correct there is £50,000 in the operating and the 
capital budgets in the current agreed budget. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Motion before the House then is that this House believes the Government should 
progress as a matter of urgency a national waste management strategy that balances 
environmental protection with practicality and cost. 
 
Is there any objection to passing that Motion – there I no objection.  That Motion is carried. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio Reports – the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I would like to update this House on my main portfolio 
responsibility which is namely education. 
 
Since I last reported most Members have had the opportunity of visiting the new FS2 
classroom in the grounds of Stanley House. 
 
It is an impressive, well thought out building and it is a pleasure to see the youngsters having 
such a good time, but also learning as they do so. 
 
The recognition of the importance of Early Years provision has led to a number of papers 
coming to Executive Council over the recent months, looking at ways we might ensure that 
the standards of provision is high, be that in the private or the public sector. 
 
Work is being carried out at the moment looking at how we might help the private nurseries 
raise their standards, and how regulation would work.  It will also be looking at the cost 
implications of regulation and present a series of options as to how this might be met. 
 
Once completed, the report will come to Members and Executive Council, and I am sure 
there will then be a public consultation process. 
 
The Training Centre continues to develop and expand the range of internationally recognised 
courses it offers.  Recent successful inspection by the City and Guilds and the Highfield 
organisation have helped them build on the range of courses that they can now offer. 
 
Work needs to be carried out on the fabric of the building to ensure it meets all required 
standards. These plans will be looked at during the budget round. 
 
Apprentiships are growing and ongoing, with four being in the UK at the moment and eight 
local based at this time.  The centre presently has three nursery staff studying part time for 
level 1 qualifications. 
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In February we had another visit from Mike Chislett, the School Inspector.  People will 
remember he visited the Islands in November 2014 and reported improvements in all areas, 
but especially in the grading awarded to the Community School. 
 
At the last inspection the Infant & Junior School was assessed as being a “good” school under 
the grading scheme and, if in the UK, the Infant & Junior School would not have been 
inspected for another three years.  For this reason his time in the Infant & Junior school this 
time was limited, but the assessment he made confirmed the schools own evaluation that it 
remains a “good” school. 
 
This year, the Inspector also visited Port Howard and Fox Bay Schools, and I am pleased to 
say he found them to be of a high standard, both from accommodation and teaching and 
learning point of view.  He assessed Camp Education as also being “good”.  The Inspector 
compared the attainment of pupils educated in Camp against those receiving their education 
in the Infant & Junior School, and found they were equally “good” and that is very 
reassuring. 
 
Last year the Inspector assessed the Community School as, and I quote as “requires 
improvement”, but noted that the required changes necessary to build on this improvement 
had been put in place, but were not fully embedded across the whole school. 
 
This year, his inspection focussed on ensuring the changes put in place were bringing about 
the desired improvements we wished to see. 
 
His assessment is very promising, in that the changes put in place for tracking individual 
pupil’s progress are now clearly established, and this enables all teachers to closely monitor 
individual pupil performance and ensure they are meeting or exceeding their potential. 
 
He also commented that whilst not all teaching is consistently good, there has been a marked 
improvement and the senior leadership team will be building on this. 
 
There has been a significant number of changes in the staffing of late of both schools. 
 
We have a new deputy head in the Infant & Junior School whose responsibility, of course, is 
also for Camp Education. 
 
Karen Steen is just back from a successful recruitment round in the UK.  She has offered 
contracts for seven new teachers in Infant & Junior School that we need in September.  We 
are still recruiting for a Camp teacher and this is always a difficult one, but as with last year, 
alternative plans are being developed in case we can’t recruit someone before September. 
The Community School has a new head teacher, Mr Phillip Wells and a new deputy head in 
Paul Barton.  Both are highly experienced and are here for at least two years. 
 
The Community School also needs seven new teachers in September and following recent 
interviews in London, contracts have been offered for five of these positions. We will be re-
advertising for the remaining two and hope to have someone in place before term starts in 
September. 
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Last week the Community School held a very successful Careers Fair, with many local 
businesses and Government departments being represented. 
 
Early and ongoing career guidance is essential if students are to be able make the correct 
choices for possible future careers, be they overseas but ideally, within the Islands.  
 
I would hope that businesses and Government departments will keep in touch with those 
students who expressed an interest in working in their spheres.  All students do have work 
experience time, but there is nothing to stop employers offering more opportunities for 
interested students, especially during their holidays. 
 
Finally Mr Speaker, with my cultural hat on, I would like to say that we will be having a visit 
of a professional Chilean musician to the Islands for the week starting April 09th. He is a 
Shackleton scholar.  He will be working with students in both schools and indeed in Camp, 
but also with local musicians in town and will take part in various events throughout the week 
both at lunch time and in evenings at a large variety of venues. 
 
He is also going down to the first night of the Two-Nighter at North Arm to play there 
because there are a lot of Chileans in that area.  I am not sure what he will make of a two 
nighter coming from Santiago as he does, but I am sure he will have a good time and will go 
back with a good understanding of the Falkland Islands. 
 
Mr Speaker, thank you.   
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to make a comment or raise a question upon that report?  No. 
 
We move on to The Honourable Phyl Rendell for her portfolio report.  
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I am going to address Fisheries first as the major part of the Falkland 
Islands Government’s income comes from the Fisheries, after that I will touch on agriculture 
and veterinary matters, and I will follow with FIPASS and marine matters.  
 
The Senior Fisheries Scientist reports that the total fisheries catch in February this year was 
about 10,000 metric tons.  This was the third lowest catch in February in the last decade. 
Very poor years also occurred in 2013 and 2014, and this he believes is due to low 
performance of both of the squid fisheries. 
 
The Illex squid catches are currently very poor. It looks like environmental conditions 
strongly affected the distribution of the Southern Patagonian Stock this year.  And as in 2013-
2014, negative water temperature anomalies are spread all across the Southwest Atlantic, 
restricting southward migrations of squid.  Catches on the high seas have been poor for both 
jigging and trawling fleets with the average catch not exceeding five metric tons per vessel 
per day.  Catches in Falkland waters are also very poor.  
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The conditions, if they continue, could result in the need to refund fees, but there is some 
time yet, and let’s hope that those squid do migrate into our zone, but we do need a dramatic 
change in the next few weeks to avoid having to refund some of the licences. 

 
The Loligo squid is not doing well either.  The recruitment was severely impacted by last 
year’s intrusion of Illex into Loligo feeding/fishing grounds.  Environmental conditions have 
not helped either, with inshore waters being colder than usual and slowing the recruitment 
growth and delaying their offshore migrations.  As a result, total monthly catch in February 
was only just over one thousand tons and current up to the 19th March total catch is slightly 
more than six thousand tons, which is a second lowest catch in the last 10 years.  So we do 
need something to change with the fisheries if we are going to have a successful season for 
those fishing companies, and it will impact very much on Falkland Islands Government 
income. 
 
A lot of work was done last year and into this year, particularly with the Illex fishery on crew 
welfare issues, vessel equipment, and operating standards that have included incorporating 
some articles of the Work in Fishing Convention 2007 into licence conditions.  A lot of 
information on the issue has been provided to fishing companies.  There has been one case 
where unacceptable behaviour has been encountered that I reported in full in my Motion for 
Adjournment at the last Assembly meeting. 
 
The work of the Port Welfare Committee is underway, and a public relations campaign has 
been implemented to highlight the work of that committee.  A member of the public who has 
any concerns about the welfare of seamen can speak to a member of the committee and it’s 
chaired currently by the FIFCA chair, Cheryl Roberts.  
 
And lastly on fisheries matters, and dealing with Illex and ITQ.  It has been agreed by 
Executive Council that further work should be done to set out the conditions on which the 
Illex fishery could be considered for entry into the Individual Transferable Quota system. 
This is one of the major fisheries that is not in the ITQ system currently.  The work will 
include setting out the basis and any options in which Illex could transfer to ITQ, and 
consulting widely on those options and the design of the system.  The Fisheries Department 
will be holding some presentations and looking for feedback in the next few months. 
 
Turning to Agriculture, the Senior Agriculture Officer advises me that it’s been a very busy 
season out on the farms, and that shearing is now completed.  
 
But wool prices have remained reasonably good through much of the wool selling season.  
This is perhaps because the world sheep population has dropped significantly and this is 
helping maintain wool prices.  Even more encouraging is the fact that the availability of wool 
in the 21 to 24 micron range, which is mostly targeted by Falkland Island farms, is quite 
scarce as Australasian farmers, who have traditionally supplied that micron of wool, are now 
fining down their wool and specialising in something much finer so we seem to be holding 
well in the markets with the type of wool we are growing in the Falkland Islands. 
The annual National Stud Flock ram sale was held at Saladero on Friday 18 March.  It was a 
very enjoyable day and all the rams sold.  The average prices were very strong and the gross 
takings were a record high.  This is a positive vote for the future of farming as we were 
saying earlier, looking here to Port Howard with 150 years of history, and a strong future I 
think right across the Falklands farming is positive, and it also shows a support for the 
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National Stud flock that the Department of Agriculture currently produce, and that the goals 
that they provide by providing these rams are helping the wool quality in the Falklands. 
 
The Department of Agriculture has filled its two advisor vacancies, with appointments for the 
positions of Sheep Husbandry Advisor and Nutrition and Management Advisor being filled.  
Both advisors should come to the Falklands soon and fill those posts, and the latter job that I 
described is replacing the old Beef Officer position.  
 
The numbers of both sheep and lambs that are processed by FIMCo this season is currently 
going along quite steadily, and it’s hoped that efficiency changes in sheep production may be 
able to develop a solution that enables both sustainable wool and meat industries into the 
future.  There has been some concerns that perhaps we are putting so many animals through 
the abattoir that overall sheep numbers are falling, so there is work going on to look to see 
how we can make sure that we have a sustainable meat and wool industry well into the future.   
 
It’s also a difficult time for selling sheepskins as the market price is unprofitably low across 
all grades of skin. I am told that FIMCO has managed to get a price for some lamb skins to be 
sold recently, but at no profit, just really at cost of production so that really is quite worrying 
that there is such a low demand for skins and even for selling those lamb skins, but currently 
we have got a problem with sheep skins and we were touching on that briefly in the Motion 
about waste disposal.  There are some issues as everybody knows about the disposal of sheep 
skins into the sea currently.   
 
The Department of Agriculture is exploring new markets for sheep meat, and if we can get 
into some new markets other than just the EU this could help to increase income. 
 
The Department staff have been busy dealing with an alleged animal welfare case that has 
demanded a lot of resources to resolve.  This demonstrates that the Department is committed 
to maintaining appropriate standards of animal welfare throughout the Falkland Islands and 
will act if these are not met.  This doesn’t give the Department of Agriculture carte blanche 
to go onto people’s farms, there have to be allegations that are sound before any intrusion by 
the regulatory authorities onto land, I want to reassure farmers of that, I have received some 
phone calls about that. 
 
Turning to the Veterinary Section, the Senior Veterinary Officer reports that an above 
average number of ship sanitation inspections have been carried out by the veterinary section, 
including several inspections of Korean jiggers. 

 
Approximately half of the Falkland Island fishing fleet has undergone its annual hygiene 
audit prior to the start of the first fishing season of the year.  I think it’s important for the 
public to realise how much work is taken up by the Veterinary Officers inspecting vessels, I 
think we think the vets as dealing with animals, but they do have the responsibility of 
inspecting our fleets, and this is very time consuming and exacting work. 
 
The vet’s clinic has acquired a new ultra sound scanner recently, and I am told it’s already 
proved itself to be very useful indeed with their work. 

 
And the biosecurity section has been working on protocols to ensure the safe importation of 
second hand vehicles, machinery and mobile homes.  And also a new declaration card is 
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being drawn up to incorporate all the previous information, but in a more user-friendly form. 
So that form you fill out on the Lan Chile flight or whatever, hopefully, will be quite user-
friendly in the future. 
 
Touching on a Rural Development Strategy matter, I am pleased to advise that tax relief 
proposals for Camp residents and Falkland Islands businesses were considered in a survey 
back in 2014, and are now incorporated into draft legislation for Executive Council’s 
approval in April.  If approved, tax relief on new businesses to Camp and that means not just 
a business already, it has to be a new business not one that’s already operating in the Camp, 
and also tax relief on new buildings, not domestic farm houses but new buildings, and 
additional employees if a farm or a business employs an additional employee showing that 
their business is growing, and also alternative energy infrastructure costs that are incurred by 
adding to your system more solar panels or whatever it might be, there will be a possibility to 
get tax relief on those investments.  I think this is a really welcome move, it shows that we 
are really active as a Government about encouraging people to work and live in the Camp and 
for new businesses to move to Camp, and I would like to thank Vicki Jackson who’s 
followed this through, and particularly the legal drafters too that have worked on this.  There 
is a huge list of legislative drafting and I am very pleased that this came up to the top of the 
pile, and if approved by Executive Council, and it comes to this House soon after that it will 
mean that these tax reliefs will be applicable to the 2016 tax year. 
 
The Marine Officer reports that unfortunately the FIPASS phase 1 capital works have 
encountered some delays with the contracted paint work, but this is now scheduled to be 
completed later this year.  I believe it was due to sickness with staff members who were 
working for the company that had been employed to do that work so, unfortunately, that has 
slipped.   
 
But work is progressing with tender work for Phase 2 of the capital works programme for 
FIPASS, and Arch Henderson is now drawing up specification requirements and designs for 
inclusion in the tender documentation. 
 
Also an invitation to tender for corrosion protection survey & design has been issued and 
three companies have responded, so that is encouraging. 
 
Turning to legislation, the Maritime and Harbours Bill is undergoing final amendments by the 
Marine Legislative Drafter, and will coming to Executive Council shortly.  This is a massive 
piece of work and the old Marine & Harbours Bill goes back to 1890 or something or …. 
 
Interjection by The Attorney General 
 
It’s 1894. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Is it 1904? 
 
The Attorney General 
 
No, it’s 1894. 
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The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
1894 it is actually. We are working with a piece of legislative that goes back to 1894, so it’s a 
terrific piece of work to get to this House. 
 
Also in the subsidiary legislation that is was laid on the Table this morning, implementation 
of Restricted Access to FIPASS under the Maritime Safety and Security Designation Order 
2016 will take effect on 4th April.  A trial date set for 30th of April, so the rest of this month 
there will be some work done to go through the processes of getting onto FIPAS, we hope it’s 
not going to be too onerous, but we do have to have some systems in place for what is now a 
very busy port, and not just have people strolling down there to have a look to see what’s 
going on down there.  So there will be some notices in Penguin News to say and inform the 
public as to how all that’s going to work. 
 
The Red Ensign Group (REG) this year will be meeting in May, and as in similar years, the 
Marine Officer will attend that as a representative from the Falklands Islands.  
 
I am pleased to say that Fisheries Officer, Kyran Evans has been selected to attend a two 
week Royal Naval Marine Enforcement Officers Course in the United Kingdom in late April.  
And it’s with thanks to the Commander British Forces that this placement has been secured, 
and for him making an opportunity for a young Fisheries Officer to receive this training, so 
thank you very much.    
 
Lastly, I would like to pass on sincere thanks from the fishing industry for the excellent 
service that the Royal Air Force has offered in the Falkland Islands through the Search & 
Rescue helicopter service, which I think the Commander British Forces will be speaking 
about shortly, but the fishing industry has asked today that I, on their behalf, thank the 
Commander British Forces for that service over the last 30 years, I believe.  
 
I think the fishing community is probably the one where the helicopter crews have responded 
to most calls for help, and have saved numerous lives and improved the outcomes of a lot of 
fisherman.  The SAR missions have often taken place in some atrocious conditions, and again 
thank you to everybody involved over the years for that magnificent service. 
 
Mr Speaker, that concludes my portfolio report.   
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to comment or raise a question on that report?  No.   
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Order of the Day: Bills. 

 
The Supplementary Appropriation (2015-16) Bill 2016. 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
I beg to move the first reading of the Bill. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you and seconded by? 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you.  The Motion is that the Bill be read a first time.  Is there any objection to that 
Motion – there is no objection the Bill will be read a first time. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The Supplementary Appropriation (2015-16) Bill 2016. 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this is the second Supplementary Appropriation Bill to be 
presented for the current financial year.  Its purpose is to authorise the withdrawal of the 
additional sum of £702,560 from the Consolidated Fund to meet supplementary expenditure 
approved by the Standing Finance Committee between September 2015 and February 2016.  
 
The supplementary expenditure was approved for the following purposes:  
  

• £221,270 of funding for storage costs relating to a Fisheries investigation; 
• £165,000 to fund increased costs within the Courts; 
• £143,100 to fund Firearms training for the Police; 
• The remaining £173,190 is to fund training on Wind turbines, childminding 

and nursery consultancy, external drafting of the Telecommunications 
Licencing Ordinance, roads maintenance and matched funding for the Nepal 
Appeal.  
 

A full departmental breakdown is included in the Schedule to the Bill. 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move that the Bill be read a second time. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
I second. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to speak to the Bill?  There is no debate.  Is there any objection 
dealing with the Bill in the short procedure?  There is no objection.  Does any Member wish 
to propose any amendment to the wording of the Bill?  There are no amendments.  I declare 
that the Bill will be read for a third time and do pass. 
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Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The Supplementary Appropriation (2015-16) Bill 2016. 
 
The Motion for Adjournment. 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary   
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move that the House stands adjourned sine die. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I just have a couple of very brief things to mention in the 
Motion for Adjournment. 
 
We were given some figures the other day concerning FIGAS, and it was quite interesting to 
find that over this season FIGAS have flown an extra, I think it was, 900 passengers than last 
year, which is something like 12% up on the normal rate.  I would like to congratulate 
everybody in FIGAS for that achievement, because certainly when things were very busy I 
know they were flying very late some nights, and they had some very long days, and I think 
it’s a great achievement they got all those people moved around, and it’s very healthy to see. 
 
Just to mention briefly a bit more about Fox Bay.  The old Manager’s house, as you know, is 
up for refurbishment and renewal and tenders are out as I speak for the removal of the 
asbestos that is in the building, and also for the renovation and the rebuilding of that said 
house. 
 
There is also renewable energy plan which will be presented to the Rural Development 
Strategy steering group soon and then to Executive Council, which will set out some options 
of how we can save money at Fox Bay instead of having generators plugging away all the 
time.  There will be some options coming forward, and there will be, of course, initial capital 
investment to put that in place, but the indications are that savings will be made fairly 
quickly, so I look forward to that.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to, even though it’s not my portfolio responsibility, but I 
would like to thank Steve Butler the Planning Officer, is that his title I believe – yes, who is 
leaving or has left the Islands, he has done a good job and been very helpful in everything I 
have worked with him. 
 
Mr Speaker, I am one of the people who is of the opinion that the Falklands are a pretty good 
and safe place to live in.  I know sometimes if you look on certain Facebook sites and pages 
you could be forgiven for thinking otherwise, but however, the horrific bombings in Brussels 
recently put things in my mind very much into perspective of just how lucky we are down 
here, and I am sure that all here today will join me in sympathising with those who lost 
family and friends in those terrible events. 
 
Finally Mr Speaker, I would just like to once again thank the people of Port Howard for last 
night and today and thank them very much for their hospitality.  I support the Motion for 
Adjournment.  
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The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I will be very brief.  I would just like to thank Cherie for 
principally organising this meeting of the Legislative Assembly on the West.  It’s been a bit 
like herding cats at times, but we got here, or at least most of us got here, and I think the 
meeting has gone well.  We have been a little reluctant to describe it as truly historic and the 
very first time that there has been an Assembly meeting on the West because nobody is 
actually sure, and a bit scared that somebody will jump up and say “no there was one 
whenever”, anyways it’s been a great event and thank you very much indeed. 
  
I would particularly like to thank the farm for all the work that they have done to make it 
happen, and to thank the community in Port Howard for the provision of an excellent buffet 
last night, and I think we are to be treated to some lunch shortly as well. 
 
I would also like to thank the farm for putting on a very nice spring breeze for us last night to 
blow away the cobwebs. It tested my new windows quite well, that’s good. 
 
And putting on my cultural hat, I would just like to remind everybody that the true 150th 
anniversary of Port Howard farm will be celebrated in a two nigher here in August around 
peat cutting Monday, and if anybody wants to see some real culture that’s the opportunity. 
 
I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, just join my sincere thanks to those of others 
to Port Howard for having hosted us these last couple of days. 
 
Just to comment briefly on the concept of Assembly meetings in Camp because I have had a 
couple of people ask me what is the cost of it and clearly there is a small cost to the 
Government, I think two or three thousand pounds roughly, and also there is a cost to the host 
farm as well in terms of time taken and the effort that is put in from their side as well, but I 
think there is still a very strong case for looking to formalise this once a year going into 
Camp.  If we can continue to find willing hosts and hosting the Assembly meetings so 
hopefully we will look to programme that in for next year’s schedule as well. 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I support Motion. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Mr Speaker, in rising to support the Motion I will be brief as I have had quite a lot to say in 
the process of the meeting this time. 
 
I would just really like to thank Christopher and Myles for all their hospitality and generosity 
in hosting us here for this Assembly, and I hope it won’t be the last one.  We enjoyed the 
windy night in Mike’s house last night, and we might be here another night if the wind 
doesn’t drop, we will see, but its been a pleasure to be here at Port Howard for this event, and 
I am not sure when this broadcast will go out, but of course on Saturday there is an 
Agricultural show at Goose Green and I hope as many people as possible can go to that show.  
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It’s important for people from Stanley to go out to Camp and see just what farming is all 
about, and this is a great opportunity for those in Stanley to do just that, so I hope there is a 
good crowd at Goose Green on Saturday. 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Colleagues, in rising to support the Motion for Adjournment I 
would like to start by giving the apologies of my and our Colleague the Honourable Jan 
Cheek.  As you are probably aware, we were due to fly out yesterday, but due to the dense 
fog flying was cancelled and from the forecast that we were getting yesterday it was unlikely 
that FIGAS would be flying today, and then of course there is a public holiday and so on, so 
Jan wouldn’t have been able to get back until Saturday and she had other commitments, so 
she had to sadly decline the visit to Camp for this particularly Legislative Assembly. 
 
As we are in Camp, I would like to mention a few Camp related subjects.  Firstly, radios. We 
are drawing to the end of this particular round of installation of Camp radio and the like, but I 
for one must admit that I am not particularly happy about it. 
 
I tend not to listen much in the house to our radio system, but I do always listen to the radio 
in the car, and driving out through the dense fog yesterday to catch the ferry to get to Port 
Howard, I reckon about one third of the distance along the road I was unable to get any signal 
at all on my car radio, and I have got a new car and I think it’s a fairly decent radio, and it’s 
one you can actually tune rather than auto tune, and I couldn’t get anything.  From Stanley 
out just past Mount Pleasant was fine, but once you got passed Goose Green it was dead, and 
I could get nothing at all.  I believe it’s going to be the same from Port Howard down to Fox 
Bay.  Within Port Howard you have got the little transmitter here, and you have got a further 
transmitter at Fox Bay, so you can get the radio in Fox Bay. 
 
But we have always said “radio is information and television is entertainment”, and I will 
certainly be one pressing for further enhancement to the Camp radio system so that we can all 
get radio, be we in the Camp settlements or out on the road.   
 
That leads me on to the upgrade of the Camp telephones, where we are installing 4G and 
further enhancing the 2G systems.  Although we haven’t come to the final conclusion yet as 
to where things are going or how much investment Government is going to make in that, I 
will be pressing that we get all the road network covered by 2G system at least, from a safety 
point of view as much as anything else. 
 
Third item on Camp was going to be the roads, and I must say I was delighted yesterday, I 
don’t know who put the fog in my way because at times it was down to about 50m visibility, 
but I thought the roads were actually in pretty good state, and I would like to thank 
everybody, the private sector and the public, who have been working on the roads and 
making them in the state they are.  I don’t know what they will be like after that torrential 
rain we had yesterday afternoon and last night, but I would like to say thank you to everyone 
who has been working on the roads to make them like they are. 
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It’s already been mentioned the terrible troubles the terrorists have caused in Brussels, and it 
was only about three weeks ago that Vicki Jackson and I were actually in Brussels.  We had 
travelled from London to Brussels by Eurostar, so we hadn’t gone through the airport that 
was bombed, but we were actually staying in an area of Brussels right next to the Maelbeek 
Metro Station, so it really brings home the fact that wherever you are you have to be aware of 
your surroundings. 
 
Visiting the EU on Overseas Countries and Territories Association (OCTA) business 
reminded me that it’s only three calendar months today, Thursday 23rd June that the United 
Kingdom and Gibraltar go to the polls for a referendum on whether or not we withdraw from 
the European Union, or the United Kingdom withdraws from the European Union. 
 
This is not a decision by the politicians or the Government in the UK, it’s a vote by the 
people.  That will have quite some effect on us here in the Falklands, and at the Joint 
Ministerial Council (JMC) last December I asked the question: “is anyone bothering to 
actually think what effect it’s going to have on the Overseas Territories?”   
 
Minster James Duddridge, who is the Minister for Overseas Territories, he’s not our Minister, 
he votes for “out”.  Another regular visitor to the Falkland Islands Andrew Rosindell votes to 
be out of the European Union. 
 
I had opportunity while we were in Brussels to ask James Duddridge how he was going to 
convince folks in the Falkland Islands that leaving the EU would be a good thing.  After all, 
currently we get duty free, tariff free, quota free access for our fish and meat and so on into 
Europe, and that will have an enormous impact on us.  
 
Someone quoted but “ah, but we have the Overseas Association Decision”, an agreement 
between the EU and the Overseas Territories and that is extant until 2020.  Well is it?  We 
don’t know because we signed it as being an Overseas Territory of a Member State, if the 
United Kingdom decides to leave the EU we will no longer be an Overseas Territory of a 
Member State, so will our signature mean anything?   
 
These are the questions that I raised at the JMC, and again in Brussels on my last visit.  We 
really should think about what effect leaving the European Union will have on our exports 
from the Falkland Islands. 
Another couple of things, old age pension and contributions. Since we have been highlighting 
the lack or the number of people who are behind in their payments, you will be aware that we 
introduced an amnesty.  That is still in place, and I would still urge people, if they haven’t 
been in touch with the Pensions Office, to get in touch with the Pensions Office to try and 
sort out a payment plan so that they can get their old age pensions back on course.   
 
Another thing concerning money is Executive Council recently approved a new energy grant 
assistance programme for both electrical generation and heating source, and that is available 
as of now, and I would urge folks to contact Andrew Crighton at Falkland Islands 
Development Corporation to find out exactly where they are.   
 
It was mentioned very briefly in the Appropriation Bill, but it was transferring an additional 
sum.  The Falkland Islands Government agreed some long time back that they would match 
any funding that was raised by the public for the disaster relief in Nepal.  We had initially put 
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aside £25,000, and this morning we have heard there was an additional £6,580. That means 
that Government contributed £31,580 to this fund, but that’s not the point.  The point is that 
the public raised over £31,000, and I think for such a small Island that is a huge contribution 
and everyone should be congratulated on that.   
 
Finally, congratulations once again to Port Howard Farm and everyone involved in making 
this Assembly happen here in the Camp and many congratulations.   
 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion for Adjournment. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I will be brief, I would just like to add my thanks to those 
of the other Members for the hospitality we have received here in Port Howard today.   
 
I would also like to add my sympathies to people of Belgium who are going through a 
difficult time at the moment. 
 
I am sorry to hear that my Honourable Colleague Roger Edwards had such a poor reception 
in his car, Gavin Short and myself had the pleasure of driving down with Ian Hansen in a 
very good car, we had reception on the radio all the way, I think you have been sold a duff 
car. 
 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, good people of Port Howard and beyond.  I see that my 
presence on the West has once again infuriated the weather gods, so I apologise to you all for 
that. 
 
We probably have maybe another 24 hours yet before we leave you, and I did have a terrible 
temptation to expand my speech for the adjournment to last that long however, you will 
happy to know that my nicotine levels are dropping dangerously low, so I will be fairly quick. 
 
Life is a funny old thing. I first set foot here on the West as a young lad probably of six or 
seven years old which was just a little bit after Captain John Strong and 36 years elapsed 
before I returned.  Since then though I have been a fairly frequent visitor and was lucky 
enough to be present at the celebration of Falklands 250 out there at Saunders, and now here 
at Port Howard 150. 
 
If I could just touch on a couple of Public Works matters before I finish talking because what 
we get up to together either directly or with our private contractors does have quite an impact 
on life out here in the Camp.  As indeed, I suspect the rains of last night might have done as 
well, I don’t know what they have done to my roads yet, but hopefully not too much damage.   
 
I am told that the capping works on the West are going great guns and that works on the 
North Camp has actually finished now. 
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Turning to cattle grids, or pasa libres as I know them, six are planned this year, works have 
started and are ongoing. 

Culverts, the East culverts are now complete except for some remedial and the West culverts 
are due to start in the next couple of weeks, I believe starting on the Boundary Road culverts. 

Goose Green safety improvements are ongoing. 

Grading is now complete and machinery is being pulled back in. 

Some of the roads on the West are taking a battering from the increased amounts of haulage, 
and I am afraid that, in my view at least, we have at least one more year before normal levels 
probably start to return. 

Soft spots are an ongoing issue.  All of the severe soft spots have been dealt with, or are 
planned to be fixed, and if any further dangerous ones develop then I would urge people to 
call our Roads Engineer immediately. 

On Town type matters, power, once again we recently found ourselves in a position whereby 
power supply became an issue due to a couple of generators developing faults.  Happily 
things have improved a bit since then, but it did get to the stage where we had to stop the 
quarry running as we were just too close to the wire to be able to supply the needs of town, 
the abattoir and the quarry. 
 
Parts of the spares package have now arrived and work is ongoing on tenders for the high 
speed generators, but again I am afraid that we are going to have to make it through this 
winter before they will be here and on line.  And I would like to remind both Honourable 
Members and indeed the public that what we are up to with these high speed generators is 
just buying time, it is not a solution.    
 
The company whom we contracted to take a look at the power supply situation, Mott 
McDonald, have had an initial visit.  I do not know what will be in their report, but talking to 
one or two folk there seems to have been some raising of the eyebrows in amazement that we 
have managed to carry on for as long as we have which, of course, is great testament to all 
those who work or have worked in that section.   
As I said, I don’t know what the report will say, but I do think Honourable Members would 
be or do well to start salting money away year by year as I have a sneaky suspicion that the 
outcome of the report is going to be an eye wateringly expensive bill, if you want to have a 
guarantee that the lights are going to stay on.  The final report is not due until June, but we do 
hope to have a draft earlier than that for comment. 
 
With the onset of winter, I am starting to get the first tickle ups regarding street lights.  If you 
need to report defective lighting then please do so via the Public Works Department Office so 
that we can have a record of what has been reported.  If it’s a weekend, or you think that you 
may forget before Monday, then by all means give me a shout and I will pass on your 
message. 
 
I am happy to report that, thanks to the combined efforts of the operators and a host of skilled 
tradesmen plus the intervention of two of the Almighty’s representatives here on earth, the 



The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 24 March 2016 

46 
 

old asphalt plant is churning the black stuff out like it hasn’t done since it was a lad or lass 
some thirty years ago, so I thank you all for your interventions. 
 
However, just when one thing is going well, another creeps up on you.  We used to have two 
pavers, in fact we sort of still do, but we now have had to cannibalize one to keep the other 
running.  We actually had a situation whereby the last living paver had a health crisis the 
other week, in fact it actually conked out completely and we actually left with quite a few 
lorries fully loaded and waiting to offload their content.  Thanks to the herculean efforts of 
our mechanics they managed to bring off a resurrection or otherwise there would have been a 
few thousand pounds worth of asphalt that would have had to have been dumped. 
 
Whatever happens, we will need another paver before next season starts.  The old girl that’s 
presently chugging away, I am told, would make a good enough reserve unit, but we cannot 
carry on as we are or next year’s asphalt season could be a very, very short one. 

Our plan was to lay about 1,950 metres of the back stuff on the Mount Pleasant Road, and 
after this week we should have only about another 200 metres to go.  Other works completed 
this season includes Crozier Place car park, Chandlery car park, Mount Pleasant Road centre 
joint and patches, patches in town, bypass rebuilds in areas, proactive overbanding around the 
town to seal cracks and also white lining renewals.  The actual asphalt season is due to end on 
the 8th April. 

As the season draws to a close I would like to thank everyone who was involved in this year’s 
asphalt campaign.  Each and every one of you, whether you operated the plant, the pavers, the 
lorries or kept the machinery up and running, you played a blinder, and that includes the crew 
who were further out on the Mount Pleasant Road or around town, as I say, patching sections 
and also sealing the joints.  It’s not the most pleasant of tasks, but one that needed doing.  The 
state of the roads directly affects people’s morale, and I think this year you have done your 
part to make sure that morale should remain high. 
 
Staff levels within the department remain about as they were.  The addition of the agency 
workers certainly saved us this year and we are going to have to start the process again, 
probably in July, to take a rain check on trends in staffing and if there is no visible 
improvement, to start the process off in a timely manner to make sure that we have workers 
here for the next season. 
The oil exploration round has come to an end, and I think it came as a bit of a shock to one or 
two people who, I think, had somehow got it into their minds that this would actually go on 
for quite a long time.  I always knew it would, and I have said on a number of occasions that I 
was not going to go around spending money like a well-oiled sailor and embark on, (sorry, 
apologies to the sailor to my right here), as I say I wasn’t going to embark upon projects that I 
simply knew we could not afford, and would probably bankrupt the country.  Our economy 
does not depend on oil revenues, as nice as it is, and I for one, I won’t turn my nose up to 
them when they come back, but we can survive, we will survive.  We may have to cut our 
cloth to suit our pockets for a time, but the Falklands will go on as they always have. 
 
We live in a wonderful little country. We have a lifestyle which is the envy of many, so let’s 
be positive.  It is incumbent upon each and every one of us to, if needs be, to go without in 
order that we hand on our country to future generations in an even better state than when our 
forefathers handed it on to us. 
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I doubt very much if I will be here to help you celebrate Port Howard 200, so I salute you all 
here at Port Howard.  It has been both a pleasure and more importantly an honour to be here 
today, so “Happy Birthday”. 
 
Commander British Forces 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I too should wish to thank Port Howard and the team here 
for their warmth of their hospitality, last night in particular, and indeed their continued 
support to us with our operations on this side of the Islands. 
 
I can report perfectly happily for radio listeners that I am lubricated and oiled on refreshing 
and cooling Port Howard peat water this morning, and nothing more. 
 
I have one announcement and it relates to the Honourable Phyl Rendell’s kind comments 
about the support over the previous three decades plus of Search & Rescue Helicopters to the 
fishing industry.  
 
Many of you will know that the Royal Air Force contingent at Mount Pleasant who fly the 
two yellow Sea Kings are the last military Search & Rescue Helicopters run by the UK 
Armed Forces.  All other Royal Air Force and Royal Navy units have now closed down in the 
UK, and are now provided by civilian providers. 
 
Next Thursday that will happen to us.  I am pleased to report that the yellow and white, the 
red and white Sea Kings that you will have seen, they are brand new, they have never been 
used anywhere else at all, They have literally just come off the production line.  They are 
going to be run by British International who also run our support helicopters in a new 
contract.  They have just received their Civil Aviation Authority clearances and subject to an 
element of final crew training, admin, logistics and my Command authorisation, as of next 
Thursday the 31st they will assume responsibility for Search & Rescue provision for clearly 
our forces, but also therefore in support of the Island community as well. 
 
I would like to use this opportunity simply and very briefly therefore to say that next 
Thursday the 31st between 10am and 12 on the green between the Hospital, the School and 
Government House you will have both of our two yellow helicopters and indeed one of the 
new ones open to the public with our crews there, and I would warmly encourage anybody 
who wishes to spare a few moments to go and say good bye to our current providers, and to 
pop their head inside what is a brand spanking new helicopter. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
Mr Speaker  
 
Honourable Members that concludes our business for today, and certainly my thanks also to 
the community at Port Howard for your hospitality. 
 
The Assembly stands adjourned accordingly.  
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