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The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 30 July 2015 

 
Prayers 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, I bid you good morning, and my usual reminder please about mobile 
phones to be turned off.   
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The Confirmation of the Record of Legislative Assembly held on 2 and 5 June 2015. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, I have in front of me a record of our last two meetings, the budget 
meetings, is it your wish that I sign these as a true record of the meeting. 
 
Aye. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Papers to be laid on the table by the Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last 
sitting of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35(1) of the 
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977. 
 

• Stanley Common (Cape Pembroke Road) Regulations 2015  
 

• Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2015  
 

• Planning (Amendment) Ordinance 2014 (Correction) Order 2015  
 

• Falkland Islands Development Corporation (Appointment, Co-option and Removal of 
Board Members) Regulations 2015  

 
In accordance with Public Account Committee Ordinance Section 11 (c) in respect of audit 
reports for: 

 
• Insurance 
• Pensions 
• Performance Indicators 
• Commanding Officer’s Fund 
• Regulatory Services 
• Taxation 
• Occupational Health 
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In accordance with Section 80 (2) of the Constitution the report of the Public Accounts 
Committee in respect of accounts: 
 

• Falklands Conservation Year End Accounts 30 June 2013 
• Falklands Conservation Year End Accounts 30 June 2014 
• Falklands Landholdings Corporation Year End Account 30 June 2013 
• Falkland Islands Development Corporation Accounts Year End 30 June 2014 
• Falkland Islands Museum and National Trust Year End 30 June 2013 
• Falkland Islands Museum and National Trust Year End 30 June 2014 

 
In accordance with Children Ordinance 2014 section 84 (2): 
 

• Falkland Islands Safeguarding Children Board Annual Report 2014 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, I lay the aforementioned papers on the table. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers, you have a Motion to Note? 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, I have a couple of issues that I wanted to raise.  Could I first ask the Chief 
Executive or the Financial Secretary if there is any particular reason why the Falkland 
Landholdings (FLH) accounts for June 2014 are not available and not laid on the table.  I 
presume they have been prepared. 
 
My other comment is, unless anyone has any questions on any of the foregoing Public 
Account Committee reports, particularly the CO’s Fund or Occupational Health, is simply to 
note that the Falkland Islands Children Safeguarding Report annual report for 2014 is late, it 
was prepared quite some time ago and was overlooked in terms of its submission to the 
Assembly, it is therefore very historical, but nevertheless records come excellent progress in 
terms of Children safeguarding in the Falkland Islands.  Of course, it has been overtaken by 
subsequent events, the recent Lucy Faithfull report on progress to date in particular, but I 
would just like to welcome the first report of the Safeguarding Children Board in the House, 
the next one will be due relatively shortly. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Thank you, can I have a seconder to the Motion please? 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I am pleased to second the Motion to Note, 
my particular interest was the safeguarding report.  Clearly this is an issue that crosses 
portfolio boundaries and all Members have given it quite a bit of focus since we were elected 
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in late 2013.  I think a number of us were quite fortunate as at that point a lot of the hard 
work in terms of identifying the weaknesses and the challenges that we faced in terms of 
safeguarding children had already been identified, and a work programme had already been 
agreed and put in place to rectify those issues.  My personal involvement, as with all 
Members, is in terms of scrutinising the Children Bill last year. That was an eye opening 
process and gave a sense of the breadth of the safeguarding issue and how it does touch upon 
a wider range of organisations within the community.  I think it is to the great credit of all the 
services involved that so much good work has been done over the last 3 or 4 years.  The 
report that we are receiving today reflects that and I am sure that the next one will too, when 
we receive that shortly.  Thank you Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
Mr Speaker, in response to the Honourable Mike Summers’ question, unfortunately neither 
the Chief Executive nor I sit on the Public Accounts Committee so I’m not 100% certain as to 
why the Public Accounts Committee hasn’t reviewed the FLH accounts, but can confirm that 
the FLH Board has seen and signed off the year end account for 30 June 2014.  I will speak to 
the Chair of the PAC and confirm that they have been submitted. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Honourable Member wish to speak?  No.  The Motion before the House is 
that we note the Falkland Islands Safeguarding Children Board Annual Report 2014.  Is there 
any objection to passing that Motion?  There is no objection, that Motion is therefore passed. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Questions for Oral Answer. 
 
Question number 8 of 2015 by the Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Could the Honourable Mike Summers tell the House what is the current status of who has to 
pay vehicle tax and are there any plans in place to review this given that there seems to be 
anomalies in the system? 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Section 4 Road Traffic Ordinance provides for Motor Vehicle and trailer licences. 
 
Subsection (1) states; “Subject to subsection (3) there shall be charged, levied and paid in 
respect of every motor vehicle or trailer used on a road, duty at the following annual 
rates:”  The current rates that follow are those agreed and brought into law by Members in the 
Finance Order 2015. 
 
Subsection (3) mentioned above states:  “Subsection (1) and (2) do not apply to vehicles 
which are – (a) the property of the Crown (whether in right of the Falkland Islands or of the 
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United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) or of the British Antarctic 
Survey; (b) vehicles usually kept in the Falkland Islands at a place not in East Falkland. 
 
Road is defined in the Ordinance as:  “except as otherwise provided by Order under 
subsection (3) of this section, includes any street, thoroughfare, highway, lane, court, alley, 
passage, or open place used or frequented by the public, or to which the public have or are 
permitted to have access in Stanley or within a radius of four miles of the boundary thereof 
and shall also include any other street, thoroughfare, highway, lane, court, alley, passage or 
open place declared by the Governor by order to be a road for the purpose of this 
Ordinance;”   
 
The Stanley – Darwin Road, MPA Complex and the road to Port Louis have been declared 
roads by the Governor by order so any motor vehicle or trailer that is used on them has to 
have a licence. 
 
In general terms a licence fee is required to be paid for every motor vehicle or trailer (other 
than small domestic trailers) if that vehicle is used on a road.  Road is defined as previously 
said.  No motor vehicle or trailer usually kept anywhere in the Falkland Islands other than on 
East Falkland is subject to this section of the Ordinance.  Only motor vehicles or trailers that 
are used on a road (as defined above) on East Falkland are required to obtain a Licence.  
 
The legislation in relation to motor vehicle and trailer licences is clear and as presented, does 
not disclose, in the view of the Chief Police Officer, any anomalies. 
 
It might be argued that the law in relation to motor vehicle or trailer licences is not applied 
throughout the Falkland Islands equally; as is the case with all Road Traffic law other than 
that relating to seat belts.  The solution is the application of Road Traffic law to all highways 
in the Falkland Islands (the definition of which includes road).  It is envisaged that when the 
new Road Traffic Ordinance is enacted the matter of its degree of application will have been 
agreed. 
 
In essence, Mr Speaker, that is the current position, there has been no request to review that 
policy, either from this House or from anywhere else, but if such a discussion following this 
answer indicates that there is a wish to review it then, of course, that could be done. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his reply, perhaps “anomaly” might have been the wrong 
word to use in this question, but perhaps if I could just draw out slightly, I had a question 
posed to me by someone who lived on an island who had a vehicle which I think they might 
bring across now and again and toddle into town, they have said that they have to pay road 
tax, perhaps it is, could the Honourable Member confirm that if you register your vehicle 
using an address in Stanley, as oppose to where the vehicle is normally kept on an Island, that 
would be why they are incurring a road tax. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, without looking at the specific example, it would be hard to say, but the law 
talks about where the vehicle is usually kept rather than any address which maybe on the 
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registration document, but if the island to which the Member refers is in East Falkland then it 
would be covered by the law as it stands. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his reply, just if you can, but when the law speaks of East 
Falklands I had presumed it meant the mainland, but from what you are saying it could be 
islands that are deemed to be on the east side of the divide as opposed to the west. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, the law is as I have read it, and it doesn’t distinguish between mainland and 
islands. Given the purpose of the legislation when it was amended in this way, as I 
understand it, it was so that those people who wouldn’t normally be bringing a vehicle into 
town and using a road wouldn’t have to pay tax, but thought to have been given to excluding 
all islands, but it is not apparent either, that was done in the law when it was drafted. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his reply.  There were some moves in the last Assembly 
to try and tame this particular issue, I am wondering whether the Honourable Member thinks 
there could be some mileage in perhaps revisiting that, or perhaps should we wait, in his 
view, until we get our new Road Traffic Ordinance. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, I wouldn’t advise waiting for the new Road Traffic Ordinance, the answer to the 
next question might provide a bit more information on that.  It is certainly possible to review 
this piece of legislation now if we wish to do so.  I think that like many pieces of legislation 
this has perhaps been overtaken by events, the thinking was at the time I believe when this 
was done, that there was a lot more people that own vehicles particularly on the west islands 
that never brought them into Stanley and it was unreasonable to require them to pay vehicle 
tax.  We may think that in view of the success of the ferry and the number of vehicles 
travelling backwards and forwards between East and West that the situation has now 
changed. If that is Members’ view, it wouldn’t be overly onerous to review the policy relating 
to this and change the law, if that is the wish of the House. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his reply. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank the Honourable Mike Summers for his detailed 
reply to the Honourable Gavin Short.  I would just like to ask, not just the Honourable Mike 
Summers, but ask all my Honourable colleagues that, given the fact that we have this 
inequality, and given the fact that we are hoping to move forward and update the Road 
Traffic Laws, and perhaps even given the fact that our road system has been not the best this 
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year, for whatever reason and that is island wide, do Honourable Members feel that we 
perhaps should maybe suspend all vehicle tax until such time as these issues are addressed? 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, I will address that in the first instance and hope that other Members will also 
contribute to that discussion.  I suggested, I think three or four years ago, that the abolition of 
vehicle tax was something that we should aspire to.  It is just a tax; it was introduced many, 
many years ago when we needed the money, when we use to tax all sorts of things.  It is one 
of those taxes that have never been withdrawn from the Statute book, registration is 
obviously necessary and I have discussed this with the Police.  Registration of vehicles is an 
important issue, but the taxation of them is simply a method to raise money for the service of 
the Government, and I would like to see it disappear in due course. 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, I will be very, very brief on this, having struggled with the idea of a hypothetical 
island half way across the Sound and whether they would have to pay tax or not I don’t 
know, but may be if you are going to continue to impose the tax, and impose it only on East 
Falklands, it should become payable as soon as a vehicle is driven on East Falklands, but I 
don’t rule out the possibility that we may withdraw or change that tax in time. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, and I thank the Honourable Ian Hansen for dragging us into this 
discussion.  Like others before me, I think I share the aspirations to take a look at it, but as we 
were shown in the last budget discussions, the figures relating to vehicle tax are really quite 
significant and I think it would be challenging in the couple of years that we have left to live 
up to that aspiration to set it to zero completely.  Again, I’m sure we will revisit it again next 
year when we get the budget numbers back to us, but personally I think it would be a real 
challenge to achieve that. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 09 of 2015 by the Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Can the Honourable Mike Summers state where we are in trying to move forward the update 
of the Road Traffic Laws which seem to have been stalled for a good many years.  
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, I’m indebted to the Chief Police Officer for his assistance with answering both 
the last question and this.  It has been accepted that this piece of legislation requires the full 
time attention of a policy writer for anything from six to twelve months to bring the 
legislation on line.  Members did not support the creation of a temporary one year post of 
policy officer for the Emergency Services Directorate.  An approach to a local source that 
may have been capable of this work has not been successful.  A new approach to Central 
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Services is to be made, but it is expected that there will be no spare capacity or funding 
available.  Until such times as a policy capacity is available and funded to enable the 
employment of a person full time on this project, the law will remain as it is. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his reply, does the Honourable Member know whether 
the Police or Emergency Services will perhaps include in their budget submission for this 
next coming year a request for funding of that post again. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, I think we probably all share the Honourable Member’s frustration with this 
issue, and I am more than happy to urge the new Director Emergency Services to include a 
sum in his budget for next year to allow the policy to be written so that we can proceed with 
amendments to the Road Traffic Ordinance. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his reply, and can promise him my full support if that 
does come to the Budget Select Committee, because it really is time that we move this 
forward. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I find this a very interesting subject because it is 
spreading right across departments, in my view.  I did raise it with the Attorney General in 
Executive Council and suggested that the law is becoming quite complex to prepare policy 
for legislation to be drafted, things have moved on and I don’t think we have had the training 
that is required in the departments for drafting policy.  I think we need to reach out to the 
Legal Department and ask if they have any capacity to help to train people in Government 
departments in this skill of preparing the paperwork for legal drafting, it is a real blank in the 
Government currently because of the complexity of some of the legislation that we are having 
drafted.  Previously, I remember in my day, in all the departments that I have run, I drafted 
something on a sheet of A4 and said to the Attorney General “here you go, I need this, thank 
you very much” and the Attorney General went off and did the research and prepared the 
legislation.  We have got a problem here and I do think it needs addressing across the 
Government by the Chief Executive and perhaps the Attorney General can assist in that, but 
we do need to look at the gap that we have, and it is not only with the Road Traffic Ordinance 
which is particularly complex, it is an issue that we need to address.  Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Attorney General 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I would like to thank the Honourable Member for confirming that I 
have indeed identified the issue.  Training has been prepared and a pack is available, and in 
my performance objectives for this year my team will be meeting with all members of the 
Government who are involved in this to carry out training, so I’m pleased that we are of 
similar mind. 
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The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I think it is only fair to say that in some instances we as 
Members have not yet formulated what we want a particular law to do, and the Road Traffic 
Ordinance is a prime example of this. If everyone were here you would get some quite 
conflicting views about what that law should achieve and I suspect this will go on for 
considerably longer, thank you. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, that is entirely correct and in respect of Immigration, 
which is also a very troublesome area and has taken almost a decade to get fixed, what the 
policy unit did was to contract somebody in to assist with writing the policy.  I wonder if the 
Chief Executive, and indeed the Portfolio holder for the Policy Unit, might like to consider, 
since we do have a Policy Unit, that should be the central resource for providing this type of 
service to other parts of the Government rather than expecting every department of the 
Government to be able to write its own policy where it’s complex.  I accept that the Attorney 
General has been and will be providing training to some departments, but that won’t always 
be able to meet the mark and in many departments the issues is one of capacity.  It is not 
impossible from an intellectual perspective for the Chief of Police to write this policy, but he 
has got a lot of other things to do and simply doesn’t have the capacity to do it, and therefore 
perhaps the policy unit might like to, in terms of next year’s budget, consider its resource 
capability in this respect. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I completely agree with the vision the 
Honourable Mike Summers has outlined for the Policy Unit as being a central point to 
coordinate policy and doing some of the leg work that other departments that don’t have the 
capacity to do.  Obviously the Policy Unit has capacity constraints of its own, we know that 
they have been involved in a number of policy areas across the Government and it does mean 
that they are exceptionally busy, but I’m sure that it is something that we would be more than 
happy to consider in the business plan for the remainder of this year, and the next as well, and 
we can have that discussion at Budget Select Committee about what resources needs to be 
given to the Policy Unit to achieve our objectives in terms of policy development. Thank you 
Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I just want to fully support the views and ideas as outlined by the Honourable 
Mike Summers, that was music to my ears, that is something I have espoused on and off. 
Something similar that we really do have to fetch somebody in, lock them in a broom 
cupboard and that is their life until that work is done. Then we fetch, if we have to, someone 
else in for the next piece of legislation, but please I would urge people to “Let’s just do it!” 
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Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 10 of 2015 by the Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Can the Honourable Michael Poole please give an update of where we are with the update to 
the Workers Protection legislation, and is he confident that this work can be finished in time 
to be presented to this House during the life of this Assembly? 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I am happy to report to my Honourable 
Colleague that the review of the Employment legislation is in the Policy Unit’s business plan 
for this new financial year, that we have just recently entered. Thus far, there has been some 
initial research work conducted, just to understand exactly what we already have in place and 
what substantial issues might exist that we may wish to address.  From the early discussions 
that have taken place, it is already become very apparent that the issue of Employment 
legislation is a very wide one, and I think the first stage in the process will be the Policy Unit 
bringing a paper to Executive Council asking Members to give them some guidance in terms 
of what we see as the key issues.  I think we will need to refine that down and let them focus 
on (off the top of my head) four or five key areas that we would like to see them address, and 
then they can go away and do that further research and hopefully lead to legislation.  It is 
very much the intention that a Bill will reach the Assembly during our term, that is being 
worked on at the moment and clearly Executive Council have this issue on our Action Log, 
so we will continue to monitor it and make sure that work is being done.  Thank you Mr 
Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Michael Poole for that reply, but I do ask him 
whether there has been consideration taken to consult with industry before this paper comes 
to Executive Council.  I do hope that companies, wider than the Chamber of Commerce, are 
consulted on not just what is being considered, after all, we are asking people to, no doubt, 
change their employment packages quite considerably, because I do hope that it is going to 
address maternity leave, sick pay and leave per se.  I do hope that it will reach wide 
consultation with those that will be affected.  Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I have to say that I cannot answer that definitively, it’s not the level 
of detail that I have gone into at this stage, but I think I can offer reassurance that certainly 
we know that this is a piece of work that will require quite wide ranging consultation 
particularly with the business community and all its employees as well to get a sense of 
where the challenges are and what we might wish to address.  Whether that is done prior to 
Executive Council looking to narrow the focus, it is difficult to say, but I am happy to have 
that conversation with the Policy Unit and update Members accordingly. 
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The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I would like to thank the Honourable Member for his initial reply to me; I did have one 
supplementary question, which may have morphed into two.  Do you have any idea when that 
paper might be heading towards Executive Council so we have some idea of when it may 
come and the other thing, you have actually answered, if we are going to consult it’s not just 
with employers it has to be with employees as well, this has to be a balanced exercise. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I certainly agree with my Honourable colleague’s latter point there 
about making sure we have a sense of what issues employees currently face so that we are 
looking in the right areas.   
 
In terms of when that paper will reach Executive Council, again, I’m not entirely sure.  I 
would hope late this year, early next, but again I will come back to this House with a formal 
date for it.  Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I would just like to thank the Honourable Michael Poole for his reply. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 11 of 2015 by the Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, will the Honourable Mike Summers please inform the 
Assembly of the current rules being applied to frequency of, and charges for regular eye tests.  
In particular how often are tests recommended for different categories and age groups? 
Which groups get free tests and are those with existing medical conditions affecting eyesight, 
for example diabetes and glaucoma, entitled to more frequent free tests? 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I’m indebted to a number of members of staff of the 
KEMH for pulling together the answer for this question.  The KEMH currently provides bi-
annual Optometrist visits totalling 10 weeks per year. The Optometrist is currently here and 
has been for quite a few days.  The service is delivered by the Optometrist and falls into the 
following categories; 
 

• Primary eye-care service – routine eye examination and spectacle dispensing; 
• A screening service e.g. Diabetic Retinopathy Screening; 
• Secondary eye-care services e.g. monitoring and treating the progression of medical 

condition related eye disease e.g. glaucoma. 
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People can request routine sight test appointments without the requirement for a referral from 
a health professional; the visiting Optometrist normally determines the frequency with which 
people need to be seen by use of a re-call system.  
 
At each Optometrist visit a computer generated re-call list is produced and those people 
whose name appears on the recall list are given priority when allocating appointments. When 
all recall appointments have been allocated those remaining free slots are offered to people in 
order from the waiting list.  
 
Routine eye examinations are charged at £36.00 unless the person is in one of the following 
exemption categories; 
 

• A child under 16 years of age OR between 16 and 18 years of age still in full time 
education – entitled to a free eye test as often as the Optometrist determines; 

• People aged 64 or over – entitled to a free eye test every two years; 

The current schedule also states the following;  
 

• People with a defined long-term medical condition affecting their eyesight will be 
entitled to more frequent free eye tests if a doctor says that this is appropriate. 

This statement is currently being reviewed to clearly define the medical conditions and 
frequency of testing it refers to.  
 
The attached table gives an indication of the recommended intervals for access to the Primary 
eye-care service i.e. routine sight testing.  
 
Those with recognised eye disease may require more frequent appointments within the 
Primary eye-care service but as previously stated this will be on the recommendation of the 
Optometrist.  
 
The Health and Social Services Department is currently reviewing the Optometrist service. 
This will involve the Optometrist, the CMO and users of the service. Once completed 
information will be provided to the public via a Penguin News article and a printed 
information leaflet. If necessary if there are substantial changes to the service or the way it is 
provided we will insist that it goes to the Health and Medical Services Committee. 
 
The table below provide an indication of routine sight testing: 
 

Routine Sight Tests Intervals 
 

Age  Minimum Interval Standard 
0 - 5 Normal Annually if parent feels concerned 
5 – 7 Normal Screen every two years (if parent/teacher is concerned 

then refer to the Optometrist at next visit if needs 
identified). Thereafter, test in accordance with criteria 
below: 

 Spectacle wearer Annually or more frequently if clinically indicated 
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 Binocular vision (BV) problem  6 monthly 
 Rapidly progressive myopia 6 monthly 
 Diabetic Annually 
   
7 - 15 Normal As 5 – 7 year olds 
 Spectacle wearer Annually 
 Binocular vision (BV) problem  6 monthly 
 Rapidly progressive myopia 6 monthly 
 Diabetic Annually 
   
16 - 39 Normal Every 3 years 
 Spectacle wearer Every 2 years 
 Binocular vision (BV) problem  Every 2 years 
 Rapidly progressive myopia Every 2 years 
 Diabetic Annually 
   
40 - 74 Normal Every 2 years 
 Spectacle wearer Every 2 years 
 Binocular vision (BV) problem  Every 2 years 
 Rapidly progressive myopia Every 2 years 
 Diabetic Annually 
 Family history of 

glaucoma/ocular hypertension 
Annually 

 Lens opacity/photophobia Annually 
   
75+ Normal Annually 
 Spectacle wearer Annually 
 Binocular vision (BV) problem  Annually 
 Rapidly progressive myopia Annually 
 Diabetic Annually 
 Family history of 

glaucoma/ocular hypertension 
Annually 

 Lens opacity/photophobia Annually 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
I would like to thank the Honourable Mike Summers for his comprehensive answer which 
has given clear guidance.  The reason I asked the question is because there does seem to be 
some confusion and I’m aware of people who have been told to have more frequent tests 
because of conditions like diabetes being charged for all those tests.  So it will presumably be 
possibly for them once they have seen the table and once they have defined whether they 
were entitled to a free test they can perhaps ask for a refund of payments made.  Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I note from my Honourable colleague that the policy is 
under review, I just wonder if during that review consideration could be given to extending 
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the full service to all people in full time education, not until just 18, there are people who go 
to university many years after that.  Also what provision will be made for people on very low 
incomes or on welfare support. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, in reviewing the policy it certainly would be possible, I think, to include all 
persons in full time education. If they are in university they are less likely perhaps to be 
having their eye tests done here, but that shouldn’t exclude it.   
 
I think in terms of people on very low income, that is a slightly different matter for a different 
department. I think that has to fall into the welfare section.  
 
The service providing the Optometry service wouldn’t be in a position to judge individual 
financial capability, so I think we would have to fall back to welfare, but I will just make sure 
that in setting all charging policies within the Health and Medical Services that, that safety 
net exists. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 12 of 2015 by the Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, could the Honourable Gavin Short please 
inform this House if there are any plans for the use of Britannia House either in the short-
term or in the longer term? 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Member for his question and would like to acknowledge 
the help given to me by the Director of Public Works in formulating my response. 
 
Whilst PWD has no immediate plans for the use of Britannia House and it is generally 
accepted that it is in a generally poor state and it would take a lot of work to bring it back to a 
usable state even in its current form.  An analysis is currently underway looking at the storage 
requirements in FIG for its paperwork and it may be that Britannia House or the site could 
lend itself to this given its proximity to the existing Government Archives building. 
 
Ideally we would aim to have a report out in time to inform the next budgetary round, but 
would warn that the work on storage requirements is being undertaken by others and is not a 
PWD exercise. 
 
So we are very much dependant on others to conclude that work and bring forth their findings 
before we can make a report on the next stage. 
 
We envisage that the report as presented by PWD will cover all options from selling the site 
through to the possible construction of a storage facility for FIG documentation, and it will be 
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for Honourable Members to decide on the eventual fate of the site, whether to recommend the 
option of a new build or renovation through to the budgetary process. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
I thank the Honourable Gavin Short for his answer. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, thank you to the Honourable Member for that information.  I wonder if I could 
ask the Chief Executive if he could give us an update of where we are with the business of 
storage because it’s a matter that affects both of the directorates I have responsibility for, the 
Police have a particular problem with storage of evidence and other important documentation 
that would have to be kept for many, many years.  The Health services equally have a severe 
problem with maintenance of long-term records and have to be kept for many years. 
 
If he could give us an update of where we are with that project it would be very helpful. 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I can’t give a definitive response to that question.  I am 
aware that the storage of Government Documents throughout all departments of Government 
have issues and the facilities that we traditionally use involve things like containers and the 
like are not necessarily the best way of storing paper records.  And that’s the reason why this 
project was set up to start with.   There were two reasons – one was the quality of storage and 
the other was the extent of storage or the lack of storage.  And whilst the Director of Public 
works may not be totally in control of this project he is actually co-ordinating it. 
 
The specific work is being done by individual directorates under pressure from myself and 
the Government Management Team and I will make sure that I can get back with you on this. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motion Number 6 of 2015 by the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 

 
This House believes that, as part of its review of the Electoral Ordinance, provisions should 
be made for greater use of referendums by the Government, and that this discussion should 
include provisions for voter-initiated referendums.  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, the subject of referenda and other ways of trying to 
engage with the public on matters of concern is indeed an important matter. 
 
We are lucky to live in a thriving representative democracy, but democracy is not something 
fixed for ever, but a living, evolving institution that I believe will benefit from use of such 
referenda. 
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As MLAs, I think we already try hard to listen to the public, we hold regular Public Meetings, 
constituency meetings both in town and Camp, I make myself available in the West Store 
every few months and others such as the Honourable Gavin Short are avid users of social 
media such as Facebook. 
The changes that have taken place in the way our Government runs have changed 
dramatically since the conflict. 
 
There are no longer appointed Members, all are elected. 
There have been a number of revisions of our Constitution, giving more power to those 
Elected Members. 
 
We now have an elected Speaker and all Members see and discuss all Executive Council 
papers. 
 
We will all be aware of the suffragette movement in the beginning of the last century which 
lead to a Bill in 1918 giving women the right to vote – but only for women over the age of 30 
as it was believed that women below that age could not possibly understand complicated 
matters. 
 
What is perhaps less well known is that the 1918 Bill also gave all men the right to vote. Prior 
to the First World War, only 50% of men were allowed to vote, the right being linked to 
property ownership and an individual’s wealth. 
 
So you see the UK has moved, in less than a century, from a situation where only 50% of 
men over the age of 21 were allowed to vote and all women forbidden, to universal suffrage 
and moves to follow perhaps the Scottish referendum and allow all those over 16 years of age 
to vote – something that was debated in this Chamber by our Youth Parliament. 
 
Interestingly, Switzerland, a country with a reputation for forward thinking and one of the 
very first countries to give every man a vote in 1848, were slow to allow women the vote.  
 
They were not allowed to vote in national elections until a referendum was held in 1971 – 
and, of course, in that referendum men were the only people allowed to vote, but they did 
vote for women to receive the vote.  But it wasn’t until 1990 that all women in Switzerland 
were allowed to vote in all the local elections. 
 
Mr Speaker, I think most of us will have seen reports over the last few days of a member of 
the House of Lords engaging in activities that perhaps one wouldn’t associate with the House 
of Lords, with drugs and the use of prostitutes. 
 
This has lead to renewed calls for drastic reform of the House of Lords from its present 
appointed and/or hereditary state to a fully elected Second Chamber. 
 
I mention all these points to show that democracy is continually evolving to an extent that 
would have been unbelievable less than 100 years ago and democracy I believe, is stronger 
for those changes. 
 
So what is a referendum? There are various definitions, but the Oxford English Dictionary 
says it is: 
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“a vote in which the electorate in a country or an area are asked to give their opinion about or 
decide on an important political, financial or social question” 
 
Of course, the Falkland Islanders are no strangers to referenda. We held a hugely important 
one in 2013 as to our future. 
 
We held it to show the World what the wishes of the people were and to demand the right to 
determine our own future. 
 
So although we all hoped we knew what the result would be, had a majority voted against our 
continuation as an Overseas Territory of Great Britain, our Government was committed to 
hold a second referendum to determine what people did want and thus move to that state. 
 
That referendum needed special legislation to be enacted and at present, any new referendum 
we wish to hold in the Islands would also need fresh legislation.  I think we are all aware that 
there will be a referendum in the UK in the next year or so on their staying in or leaving the 
European Union. 
 
This is a hugely complex and vitally important decision, but one that the UK Government 
feels the voters are able to understand and give an informed opinion on. 
 
As with all referendum in the UK, it will not be legally binding on the Government, but they 
have indicated that they will accept the result and act accordingly. 
 
They have also indicated that it is likely to be decided on a simple majority of those who vote 
on the day, rather than having to reach a set percentage of the total electorate. 
 
This is, of course, the second time the UK have held a referendum on the EU, the last being 
in 1975 when there was a 64% turnout, and of those, 67% said they wished to remain in the 
EU 
 
In 1973, the UK government held a referendum in Northern Ireland, very similar to ours in 
2013. 
The question then was: do you wish to remain a part of the UK? 
59% turned out to vote and of those 98.9% of people said yes, they did. 
 
In 1979 a referendum was held in Scotland and Wales on the devolution of power and the 
setting up of separate Parliaments.  On that occasion it was decided that at least 40% of the 
total electorate had to vote for devolution.  In both Wales and Scotland the yes vote failed to 
reach that threshold and the proposal was lost. 
 
The devolution question was put to the Welsh and Scottish people again in 1997, but this 
time the decision would be based on a simple majority of those who voted on the day.  On 
that occasion both the Welsh and Scots voted yes and the rest, as they say, is history. 
 
The most recent Scottish referendum on Independence was very close and hard fought. 
Again, on this occasion the UK Government agreed to a referendum that, had it succeeded, 
would have led to the breakup of the Union. 
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I list these referenda as I believe they illustrate that the voter can be trusted to decide on 
vitally important national issues and if so, then they can surely be trusted to decide in 
referenda on less important questions. 
They also illustrate that rules have to be set on how a referendum is to be judged, by that I 
mean a simple majority of those who voted on the day or a set percentage of the total 
electorate. 
 
Setting the question in a balanced and fair way is obviously very important and something 
that we spent a lot of time on in our own referendum. 
 
Voter Initiated Referendum is a process used in a number of countries, such as the  Provinces 
of Canada,  Switzerland, New Zealand, half of the States in the USA as well as many others 
including Australia. 
 
What might be surprising to many is that the UK introduced the right for local Citizen 
Referendum in the Local Government act of 1972. 
 
This allows a vote to be called if more than 2% of registered voters sign a referendum request 
form. 
 
Switzerland is by far the most prolific user of Voter initiated referenda.  In 2014 they held 
referenda on things ranging from control of immigration, the minimum wage and restrictions 
on paedophiles to name but a few. 
 
Switzerland also has a rule that if more than 50,000 voters ask for a referendum on a new law 
then one must be held and the result is binding. 
 
The Swiss believe that their frequent use of referenda has lead to greater public participation 
in politics and more cooperation between their politicians as they are aware that the public 
have a right to challenge any decisions they make. 
 
British Columbia also uses binding Voter initiated referenda. 
 
In 2010 Provincial elections were held, and a new Harmonised Sales Tax was being 
suggested by those in power. The opposition strongly opposed this tax and said that if elected 
they would stop it. 
 
Needless to say, within a few weeks of being elected, the previous opposition introduced the 
Tax.  Voters were so angry that they proposed a referendum to abolish it. They then had a 
year to raise the required number of signatures for the referendum to go ahead. 
 
I worked there on/off over that year and it was fascinating to go back every 6 weeks and see 
the public really determined to have their say and hold this referendum.  They did get the 
required number of voters on the form.  The vote was then held and anti-side won and the tax 
was repealed.   
 
They also had the power to make MLAs put themselves up for re election if they felt they had 
misled the voters about this tax and a number of politicians faced that recall. 
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Mr Speaker, I hope in this short summary I have managed to give a flavour of how different 
countries use referenda, both Government sponsored and Voter initiated.  Each country has 
different rules as to the percentage of voters needed to call a referendum, whether it needs a 
simple majority to succeed or a fixed percentage of the total electorate being necessary. There 
are also differences as to a referendum being binding or advisory. 
 
I am not suggesting that we need to introduce a Swiss style of referenda here, but I do believe 
we should use the opportunity of reviewing the Electoral Ordinance to make the holding of 
referenda somewhat easier in the Islands. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I think my Honourable Colleague has laid out 
the historic and global context for the use of referendums and made a very compelling case 
for why we can’t afford to let democracy stand still. 
 
I’m going to talk a little bit more specifically about how I would envisage greater usage of 
referendums here in the islands, and then move onto the idea of voter initiated ones, but I 
think we do have an opportunity here over the next couple of years to take a serious look at 
this and potentially improve our legislation in this area.  Clearly, referendums can be a very 
important part of the democratic process and can improve the quality and transparency of 
Government decision making. 
 
Political scholars have discovered a range of benefits from the use of referendums that 
include the greatest sense of participatory democracy and increase political engagement 
across the spectrum.  They can help us give clear answers on quite challenging issues as long 
as you frame the question correctly and they can also, as we saw in 2013 with the outpouring 
of emotions that came around referendum, that they can create this collective will around an 
idea or project that can be very beneficial, not only to the Government, but to the Community 
more widely.   
 
Clearly, academic ideas from elsewhere in the world are not really a reason for why we 
should change our own legislation, and I don’t think we should hide the fact that there are 
dangers and challenges associated with the greater use of referendums.  I don’t see this as a 
particular issue here, but there is a risk that MLAs and the Government collectively start to 
absolve ourselves of making difficult decisions and use referendums as a way out of that, 
again I do not think that is a genuine risk here, but we do need to keep it in mind.  I think you 
could mitigate that risk partly by including protective mechanism in any legislation that has 
legitimacy thresholds.  You would need X% of the electorate to engage with the referendum 
for it to mean anything and clearly, if there was a consistent lack of engagement, then it 
would be a sign that the Government are using referendums inappropriately. 
 
There is also a risk of either deliberate or accidental poor phrasing or framing of the question 
you would put to people. It is a difficult area, there is a lot of research into it and I think it 
will always depend on the context of the question you are asking.  You would certainly not 
want to frame a question in a way that had a pre-determined outcome, which again is a risk 
that if a Government is looking for support for a particular outcome that it does that.  Again, I 
think you can mitigate that risk as we did in 2013 by including in your Ordinance some 
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independent oversight of the question-making process, and making sure that it is 
independently a fair question, properly phrased. 
 
Thirdly, there is also a risk that the education and campaigning process around a referendum 
question is tilted in favour of a particular outcome. I think it was interesting in the 
International Observers’ reports from the referendum we held in 2013 that they congratulated 
us on ensuring that both sides of the argument, both the yes and the no votes, had an equal 
and fair chance to be heard.  Legislative protections limiting expenditure around campaigning 
and again ensuring some kind of independent oversight would mitigate that risk.  I don’t 
think it is an insurmountable problem.   
 
I think it is telling that in the last 35 years, as the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby has referred to, 
only 11 national referendums have been held in the UK; generally they have been around 
issues of general national importance such as the issue of devolution and those kinds of items.  
I think reflects common practice here recently too, where any referendum we have held has 
been around our political future or the split between constituency representation. 
 
The final risk that I would note is that referendums can become very costly, it is not a cheap 
process to run, we have seen that in the past, but with technology moving on over recent 
years, I think you can find a way that means that holding referendums is not a particularly 
difficult or expensive and is easier for the electorate to engage with.  Again, I think you could 
easily build a model that overcomes that potential cost barrier. 
 
In summary, I think we can build meaningful provision into our Electoral Ordinance or even 
a separate Ordinance that includes greater use of referendums in the future. 
 
The second element of the Motion around voter initiated referendums is slightly more 
problematic, but not insurmountable.  In my mind, a legislative provision allowing for a 
referendum to be held wanting a certain number of signature to be received is very do-able, it 
would require a lot of discussion, in my mind.  I think you would probably trigger it when 
there were 300-400 people perhaps in our local context and you might also think about 
including protection in requiring a certain number of Assembly Members (2 or 3) perhaps to 
also support the use of that referendum.  I make that last point there, just because I think that 
would offer some form of protection to the idea of parliamentary sovereignty and making 
sure we are not tying ourselves into things that are politically challenging. 
 
An alternative model could be for us to form something similar to the UK’s petitions 
committee which exists in the House of Commons where you have a small group of people 
Members, Officers, members of the public that are there to oversee this process and you 
could even delegate the authority to them to make independent decisions on the use of 
referendums, or you could tie it into provisions for a certain number of votes, meaning you 
would then need to hold a referendum. 
 
Finally, I think that we could also consider the use of a referendum for items where the 
Government is looking at investing substantial amounts of money, so again you might want 
to put a figure beside it, say £20M as an example, any expenditure exceeding that number 
requires a referendum and that broad voter support, again, just an issue for consideration. 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
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The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I would like to congratulate the Honourable Michael 
Poole, he almost won me over there, very well researched.  I do think there is a place for 
referenda, however I believe they should be used sparingly in order to be effective. 
 
I was pleased when the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby raised the question of the House of Lords 
because I point out that we could be argued to have progressed further in terms of democracy 
in that we got of rid of votes for unelected members for appointed members many, many 
years ago. 
 
In democracies like ours people elect their representative among other things to work on 
everyday decision making, to use tax payers’ money sensibly, to develop and use policies to 
the benefit of their electorate.  An occasional referendum is a useful tool, we had the instance 
where we wanted a particular impact as with the 2013 referendum, which gave the electorate 
a chance to have their say on future political status of our country, and this was a powerful 
demonstration of self-determination.  I took great care during the lead up to that not to 
campaign for “Yes”, but to campaign for a high turn out because I think, if you have a 
referendum where you only get a turnout of 50% of voters, no matter how many of those 
voters vote in favour of the proposition put forward by that referendum, it cannot be clearly 
demonstrated to have the support of the majority of the community. 
 
If there was a proposal to alter our constitutional status, make any other major constitutional 
change, something for example which would affect people’s right to vote, then I believe a 
referendum would be essential.  Regular referenda on more mundane matters would in my 
opinion appear as if the elected representatives were avoiding decision making with which 
the electorate has entrusted them.  In short, while I am happy for the occasional referendum I 
wouldn’t support the generally increased referenda, but I do very much welcome the 
opportunity to talk back.  Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank the Honourable Michael Poole and the 
Honourable Dr Barry Elsby for bringing this Motion forward and enabling us to debate this 
matter. 
 
I’m actually quite taken with the idea of looking at the Electoral Ordinance and perhaps 
seeing how it could be changed, freshened and modernised.  I remember too, a referendum 
held here regarding the Camp constituency a few years ago, there was a vote against whether 
to do away with the Camp constituency and just have one constituency.  The result was to 
retain the two.  That was a very interesting referendum. 
 
I tend to agree with the Honourable Jan Cheek, I don’t think it is something we would want 
to have “willy nilly” every week so to speak, otherwise I think referenda would lose its 
meaning and there is distinctly two different types we are referring to here, which you have 
alluded to.  We have got the Government driven referendum whereby we are seeking a view 
from the electorate, I think probably once in a Council, would be the maximum use of a 
referendum that way.  I think too, that you have to be careful that a referendum can be quite 
polarising, we are a very tiny community and dare I say it even with the referendum in 
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Scotland over whether Scotland should have independence, I observed from afar that there 
was perhaps a slight degree of bullying and intimidation, you had the silent majority as it 
turned out kept their powder dry until the last moment, they didn’t expose their view of the 
way they were going to vote.  I think that is quite worrying actually, I think that could be 
reflected in a small community.  I think we need to monitor and watch that. 
 
The concept of a voter initiated referenda, I would be very interested in the exploration of 
that through refreshing the Electoral Ordinance, and it certainly seems that we can enable it, 
but I think there would need to be a lot of thought on the criteria, whether the result would be 
binding or not and also related costs.  There would be a lot to think about, but I would be very 
willing to look at it when we address the Electoral Ordinance.  Mr Speaker, Thank you I 
support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this is an interesting question, it goes to the heart of the 
democratic process. I think it is clear and obvious to everybody that nobody in this 
Government, and nobody in previous Governments that I have been associated with, has any 
objection to referenda when they are used for the right purpose at the right time and in the 
right way.  The question will always be how far you take it. The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
is right that democracy constantly develops, and we have constantly developed our 
democracy here over many decades including constitutional reform, and indeed including 
reform of the way we have consulted electorates both collectively and individually.  This 
Government and the previous Government did a lot of work, largely through the Policy Unit 
on ways in which the public can be engaged in making decisions about particular issues, and 
I have to say that the results of that have been patchy.  Some issues get a lot of response, 
other issues get very few responses, and one of the questions you have to put to yourself in 
those circumstances is: that if people are not responding to invitations to tell you what they 
want, why is that?  Why don’t they?  I think the answer very often lies in the fact that people 
go to the polls once every four years and elect a group of people whom they trust to represent 
them and their views and do the right thing based on all the information that is available to 
them, and it is always going to be a lot more information than is available to the general 
public, and try as you might to put information into the public domain, it is inevitable that the 
few individuals in the Assembly will have more information available to them than members 
of the public.  The public trust them and expect them to make the right decision based on all 
the information that is available to them.  That is a key element of the democratic process.  Is 
there any logical or reasonable objection to increase use of consultative process? No there is 
not, absolutely there is not.  But the question turns, I think here, on what you define as a 
referendum and if you are going to go out for a national vote on an issue, then in my mind it 
should always be a national issue, constitutional issues as the Honourable Jan Cheek has 
suggested or something that is a “game changer” for people.  I think that is when a 
referendum really comes into its own, because you can then get the popular opinion, if you 
like. 
In terms of the use of that word, we are regular uses of the word “populist” as a criticism, we 
have to be very conscious of that for ourselves. Populism is not necessarily good government, 
making sure you understand what people want and what people expect of you is good 
government, but just following the herd isn’t always good government, sometimes it might 
be, sometimes it might not, it depends on the extent of the issue and the extent of information 
that is available. 
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There are some fundamental principles around this.  I have no objection to, nobody 
reasonable could have an objection to referendum, nor do I have any objection to extending 
the way that we consult with the public.  As the Honourable Michael Poole says, we have to 
be very careful about not absolving ourselves of the responsibility that is placed on us, that is 
our duty as elected members to make the right decisions based on the information that is 
available, and putting accountability on the public is not a good form of democracy to my 
mind.  The public have to be advised and assisted by us, and we have to be responsible for 
making the decisions on their behalf. 
 
Where there are national issues, yes, I agree, you have to be very careful about protecting 
minority interests. We spend quite a lot of our time in most Governments protecting minority 
interests, and referenda by definition do not protect minority interests, so you have to be 
careful about that.   You have to be careful in voter initiated referendums, you would have to 
be careful about “flip flop Government”. If you had an issue that was very closely fought, 
like changing the time on the clocks, you could probably have a referendum every year on 
that issue, and you might get the same result year after year. It might slip backwards and 
forwards, but you would have to be careful that you didn’t fall into that danger. 
 
In reviewing all of those countries that use referenda, you are absolutely right, they do, and 
there are an awful lot who don’t and there are very good reasons for that.  I note that nobody 
made reference to the most recent referendum that got a huge amount of publicity and that 
was the Greek referendum.  The Greek referendum I heard cost €150M, it was held in a 
relatively short time and about three days afterwards, the Government who supported a 
particular line in the referendum went to Parliament and took an opposite decision.  Why did 
they do that?  I guess they didn’t do it to insult the public, because the public had said they 
wanted one thing, they did it because there was a responsibility to do something that was in 
the longer term interest of Greece.  Whether they made the right decision or not I do not 
know, but there’s an interesting example to study. 
 
In closing, absolutely there is a place for formal consultative processes with members of the 
public, how you describe them, how you organise them is always going to be the key to the 
issue.  Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, right from a young fella or younger than I am now anyway, I have actually 
always supported referenda, I don’t like the word, I’m not sure whether it is referenda, 
referendum, referendums, whatever it is I’m going to plough on anyway.  I have always 
supported their use.  Hearing views around this table today, people have encapsulated my 
thoughts far better than I could ever express them myself.  Whilst I support them, they do 
have their place, but I think the devil is in the detail of how you run these things.  I can think 
of, for instance, time change, where I think referenda probably would be a good thing to kill 
this once and for all, but if you went through to voter initiated, you have to be a little careful.  
If I whipped up a quick petition now saying “let’s get rid of taxation” I think probably 100% 
including Taxation Department and Treasury would probably sign up to it.  It would be a 
lunatic thing to do and would break the country but, if you have written your rules in such a 
way that you had to go along with it, you would have to. 
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I certainly would support further work on exploring this, I do think referendums do have a 
place in democracy, but again you would have to be careful about how you went at it.  I did 
mention in my election manifesto that they did have a place, but it would be the frequency of 
when you had referenda, if you had one every second Thursday nobody would bother turning 
out after a while.  In general, I do support and I support further work on it. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby for raising this 
very interesting discussion.  I believe much has been said from other Members on how they 
feel about it, and I can’t disagree with any of the points stated. I would just like to say that 
whilst I am in support of further discussion on this and why wouldn’t you be, it is a fact that 
it is far more complicated than perhaps we would first think and I think that when the 
discussion is had, we will find that there will be even more issues than have been mentioned 
to come to the forefront.  I do support the fact that we should indeed discuss this at a further 
date. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Honourable Member wish to speak?  The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby, it is 
your right to sum up. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I would like to thank Honourable Members for taking 
part in this debate, because it is just to set the possibility that we will engage in some form of 
discussion in greater depth in that review of the Electoral Ordinance.   
 
Just to touch on a couple of brief points, someone raised the fact that we would have to have 
a high turnout or a respectable turnout in a referendum if it was going to be of merit or 
viewed as a representative of vote of the people.  Of course, we have a high turnout here in 
the General Elections, but some countries don’t and if you have a 20 or 30 or 40% turnout in 
the UK in a General Election you still get your Government.  Is it representative of all the 
people, well no, but you are reliant on those people who turned out to vote. 
 
The old idea about we are here to vote, the elected Members are of a Government have been 
elected and they will vote whatever they want and really there is not much use for the public 
once they have voted every four years, I don’t agree with that, I think this idea that 
Governments are there to vote and really not take much notice of the people for the rest of the 
time is wrong, and I don’t believe that any of us really believe that here.  I think there is a 
need to try and engage with the public, it is just a question of how we do that, and I think just 
to summarise, my Honourable colleague Gavin Short has hit the nail on the head and as 
others have referred to, the devil is in the detail.  All I hoped to do is to get support for this to 
be discussed in that detail that we need to discuss it in when the review of the Electoral 
Ordinance comes about.  I hope Members will support that and if they do, I look forward to 
that more in depth discussion.  Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the Motion before the House is that this House believes that, as part of 
its review of the Electoral Ordinance, provisions should be made for greater use of 
referendums by the Government, and that this discussion should include provisions for voter-
initiated referendums. Is there any objection to passing that Motion? 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
As worded, I don’t support it in its entirety; I have made clear my views. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
I’m the same Mr Speaker, I would abstain because as worded the Motion doesn’t reflect my 
views. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, I feel also that the wording doesn’t quite reflect how I feel although I am not 
against further discussion, perhaps I should abstain as well. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Two abstentions – The Honourable Mike Summers OBE and The Honourable Ian Hansen 
One negative – The Honourable Jan Cheek 
Four supported – The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby, The Honourable Michael Poole, The 
Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE and The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Motion is therefore carried. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Reports 
 
Motion Number 7 by the Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
That this House notes the comments and recommendations of the Public Accounts 
Committee in respect of the Business Continuity Plan. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, earlier this year, the Public Accounts Committee met and 
with meeting with the Chief Internal Auditor, the Committee was appraised of an internal 
audit on the Business Continuity Planning for the Falkland Islands Government.  It became 
clear from the internal audit report that the Falkland Islands Government is currently very 
exposed to risk in this area.   
 
The Public Accounts Committee understands that responsibility for business continuity 
planning has been delegated to the Officer Commanding FIDF, this is no criticism of the 
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Officer Commanding FIDF, but he has no training in this area and as a result, there has been 
little or no progress made on ensuring that the Falkland Islands Government has an up to date 
system in place across the departments.   
 
The Public Accounts Committee understands that there are twelve plans in place to date, but 
some of these are so out of date as there is no process in place for regular reviewing or 
updating of those plans, and furthermore there appears to be no template or procedure manual 
for departments to assist them in getting the remaining plans in place.   
 
The Public Accounts Committee would like to urge Members to address this very real risk to 
the Falkland Islands Government at a very early convenience.   
 
Mr Speaker, I propose this Motion be recognised by the House. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Mr Speaker, I am happy to second the Motion and happy to accept the recommendation of 
the Public Accounts Committee that this issue is given some attention. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, since this sits within my portfolio area, I will just say a 
few words.  The agreed process is that this matter is referred then to the Chief Executive and 
his staff for review and will need to come to Executive Council within an agreed timeframe 
and then come back to the House.   
 
In saying that I have discussed this issue briefly with the Chief Executive, the Government 
recognises that there an issue with business continuity planning.  The previous Director of 
Emergency Services was tasked with this as one of his areas to deal with; it was not 
completed before he left.  The situation at the present time, where business continuity 
planning is the responsibility of the OCFIDF, is not satisfactory and I think we all accept that 
and understand that.  It will be a key part of the responsibility of the new Director of 
Emergency Services to deal with this issue.  Members will recall that the job description for 
the new Director has been amended slightly to make sure that he does focus on emergency 
planning and business continuity and those sorts of issues much more closely than has been 
the case until now.   
 
The observations of the Public Accounts Committee are accepted and the Chief Executive 
will respond back to the House in due course. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Motion before the House is that this House notes the comments and recommendations of 
the Public Accounts Committee in respect of the Business Continuity Plan.  Is there any 
objection to that Motion?  There is not no objection, that Motion is carried and as stated, in 
view of the recommendations of the Public Accounts Committee there is a requirement for a 
report back to this House within six months. 
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Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio Reports 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Since my last report we have seen staff changes at the very top of the Public Works 
Department (PWD) with Manfred Keenleyside retiring from his position of Director Public 
Works (DPW) after many years of service, and Falkland Islander Colin Summers moving up 
from Deputy DPW to take on the position. 
 
I would like to welcome Colin to the post, he has, as he already knew, got many projects and 
problems to grapple with, but from what I have seen in the short time that he has been in 
charge, he is more than up to the job. 
 
I would like to thank Manfred Keenleyside for the many years of service that he gave to the 
Falkland Islands. During his tenure he oversaw many projects and was involved in great 
changes within the Falkland Islands that the PWD were part of. I sincerely hope that whilst 
he enjoys his retirement, he does not disappear completely from public life as he has a great 
deal of knowledge that would still prove to be useful to the Falkland Islands. I also hope that 
he will use his leisure time to put his memories down on paper so that they will be available 
to the generations that come after us. 
 
Our present DPW (as often happens) now find himself being not just DPW but deputy DPW 
and Water Section Head (and until very recently Design Engineer). I believe Falkland 
Islander Wayne Jaffray will very shortly be arriving in the Falklands to take up the position 
of Deputy and I very much look forward to that. 
 
I would like to start my canter around the PWD paddock with the Water Section:  Staffing is 
generally okay, although we currently have not been able to fill the role of Water Supervisor. 
We are managing to keep up with the demands of both town and the oil industry by working 
some additional shifts when high volumes are required by FIPASS and the TDF. We are 
embarking on a regime of tank cleaning in the near future but this is likely to be delayed until 
the end of the oil campaign. We will be looking at our storage capacity over the next few 
months to see if additional capacity is required. 
 
A specialist company have been in the islands recently and reinstated the SCADA system at 
the water treatment plant. This system allows us to centrally monitor tank levels and remotely 
operate pumps and valves plus controlling the monitoring and dosing of chemicals.  
 
We did have the system in place before, but due to a malfunction we lost all visibility and 
ability to remotely control operations and had to go back to the old fashioned ways of 
checking water levels, which in some part probably contributed to the problems that we had 
with tanks being low and the resulting headaches for the people living at the East end of 
town. The engineers will be coming back later in the year to connect the control to the 
alternative water supply. The alternative water supply continues to progress. It is behind 
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schedule and has suffered from prioritisation, but we are comfortable that it will be available 
when required 
 
Public Jetty:  Works are progressing well. There are now two gangs working in parallel. One 
team is working on the old jetty and one on the new. Morrison (Falklands) Ltd (MFL) are 
confident they can achieve the November finish date.  
 
Ross Road: As those who follow the local media will be aware the closure of the Eastern end 
of Ross Road has already been announced and preparation works will commenced this week 
and the road closure will come into effect next week. We are doing the section from Jubilee 
Villas to where we finished off last year. This does not include the junction with Philomel 
Hill. I would like to address one item that I spotted on a social media very recently.  Contrary 
to what was being hinted at by a Facebook poster we are NOT going to be installing any pink 
humps (or humps of any other colour for that matter). PWD submitted their plans to the 
Planning and Building Committee as a way of gauging public opinion. The public spoke, 
Planning & Building Committee said “no thanks” and we at PWD listened. I would also like 
to say that whilst technically we could install them without resorting to Planning and 
Building as works on an existing highway, I believe, do not require Planning and Building 
approval, we will not be putting anymore in.  
 
Town Hall Lift:  Due to issues relating to the shipping of materials, works are now 
programmed to start on the 2nd October, I apologise for that, but we are still scheduled to 
complete the works by 27th November, so the contractors will have to go some, and I can 
only hope that there are no further slippages. These works will include the refurbishment of 
the downstairs toilet for disabled access and a new disabled toilet upstairs as well. 
 
Power Section:  A paper was submitted to Wednesday’s Executive Council and appeared at 
Standing Finance Committee for the release of funding for the large spares package and the 
storage shed for those spares.  I am happy to say that both Executive Council and Standing 
Finance Committee approved so we can now hit the “go” button on the spares package. The 
effect of having a large spares package is that it will allow us to quickly overhaul (or repair) 
engines by swapping out components which we can then overhaul at our leisure once the 
generator is back in service, thus cutting the downtime that we were experiencing with either 
overhauling (for example) cylinder heads or awaiting required spares to arrive from the 
manufacturers. Some items have a very long lead-in time. 
 
The paper also mentions the purchase of high speed generators and the DPW hopes to submit 
a further paper for these in September. Our aim is, if Executive Council and Standing Finance 
Committee agrees, to try and have these units in the Falklands and installed by next winter, if 
we can. 
 
Street lighting around various parts of town: on the Bypass Road the first phase of street 
lighting for the Bypass Road is due to start this year and the materials are ordered and we are 
awaiting delivery. The first Phase will be from Murray Heights to VPC road.   
 
Street lighting on the footpath from the Sapper Hill Housing: this was not included in the 
original scope. There is a clear requirement and this will be looked at this year under the 
general infrastructure works. We hope that we can achieve this by next winter. 
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Ross Road: this is ongoing, the metal cast columns to go from the public jetty to the ‘82 
memorial have been ordered and we hope will be here late October/November. We have no 
available manpower for the installation, so it is likely to need to go out to tender. We will 
start this process once we have a confirmed delivery.  
 
The lights from the ‘82 memorial to the 1914 memorial are still being reviewed and we are 
considering making these in concrete to try and replicate what is already there. 
 
Temporary School classrooms at Stanley House: works have begun on the temporary school 
and are progressing well. The expected finish date is late September with the classrooms 
opening to children on Tuesday 6th October. This delay is due mainly to the lack of labour 
and the current workload of Morrison (Falklands) Ltd. 
 
Before moving on to talk about other departments, I would like to touch on staffing levels. 
Present staffing within PWD is generally okay, although there are a considerable number of 
vacancies. We are staggering on; we are continuing to deliver and deliver fairly well. 
Highways have successfully filled a number of positions recently and are looking stronger 
than they have with full time vacancies reduced to 2 or 3. The quarry is doing less well with 
upwards of 10 vacancies. They are coping at the moment, but will require additional staff to 
be able to manage the asphalt season. The greatest area of concern is currently Plant and 
Vehicle with numbers there now reaching a critically low level. We are struggling to keep up 
with servicing and minor repairs, but do not have the capacity for major repairs and 
breakdowns. Any further losses and we will struggle to keep the critical plant running.  
 
We will still look to recruit via an agency for staff for plant ops, and there will be crossover 
also between highways and the quarry which should help ease the situation. A paper was sent 
to this week’s Executive Council on this subject, but because of the commercially sensitive 
nature of the information, I cannot go into any further details in the House, but hopefully we 
will be able to give more information as time goes by. 
 
Quarry: Things are generally fine at the quarry although sales are quiet at the moment in 
time, which is probably a good thing given the lack of people. We are able to keep up with 
demand and operate the wash plant.  As referred to above, we are extremely short of staff at 
the moment, but are taking steps to alleviate this. 
 
I know I am a bit of a sucker when it comes to machinery, and I am happy to report that our 
quarry operations were enhanced recently by the commissioning of a washplant within the 
quarry. I am happy to report that the washplant is working away nicely washing scalpings. 
We have used it to wash the Port Harriet scalpings and are also using it to wash the ditch 
excavations which have been very successful. At the present time 10% to 15% (by weight) is 
fine material which is washed out into the settling ponds the remainder is processed and 
comes out as sands and aggregates, one size of which is what is used in the laying of asphalt. 
For every 1000 metric tonnes of Quarry product we get an average of 150 – 200 tonnes of 
scalpings which up until now had almost been a waste product. Some is sold, but it has a very 
low value and the washplant is allowing us to finally use this material and cut down on waste. 
There is a mountain of scalpings for us to work through, and the hope is that we will reach a 
stage whereby it will no longer be necessary to mechanically remove sand from the sand 
dunes. I fully accept that, like a lot of things, the washplant is one deep and if it breaks then 
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production of all or certain grades of product will cease, but I believe our intention is to 
produce stockpiles of sands etc. that will carry us through any downtime. 
 
Last week, myself, the DPW and our Senior Roads Engineer spent some time on the West 
taking a look at as much as we could of the roads system out there. Unfortunately, time did 
not allow us to make it over towards Hill Cove where there are some pretty hairy bits of road 
this time of year. It did, though, allow us to take a look at the effects of the hauling of 
materials between Port Howard and the Dunbar end of the world and there are parts of that 
road that do give rise to concern, and we will be liaising with the military and also putting our 
own plans in place to try and mitigate and repair damage that has been done. 
 
To this end we have already programmed in a grader crew to go over in October to start 
grading the roads and we will be looking to work on the North roads first.  This is very early 
compared to previous year and any soft spots that have developed and need fixing will get 
fixed.  We are out to tender for a West maintenance contractor, the intention for this 
contractor is to help us with, amongst other things, fixing soft spots. 

 
There are other areas that are less than perfect. We are aware of those and do have plans to go 
after the known bad sections. These works are laid out in the highways asset management 
plan which can be obtained from our Roads Engineer. It is going to take time though and we 
can only use materials that the Falklands are made out of. I do though, still believe that there 
will be cases where we are going to have to haul better materials over longer distances so that 
we can give a better surface. This will require community buy in and understanding as we are 
going to be able to do less each season if we are hauling longer distance as time and money 
kicks in.  
 
We are also subject to the difficulties of finding contractors who are willing to tender for 
some of the works. Wall Stream, being a good example, where it took us two years to get 
someone to tender for the works. 
 
Tenders are going out on Friday for the culverts and also cattle grids. Again, the programmes 
for those are laid out in the Highways Asset Management Plan if anyone wants to have a 
look. 
 
I will touch very briefly on the MPA road: An extraordinary meeting of the Transport 
Advisory Committee was held last week to examine the materials used on the MPA road 
which I hope will better inform people of why we are using what we are and also of some 
ideas of what might be tried in the future. The engineering survey will kick off and an interim 
report should be ready for this year’s budget process with a complete report being available 
sometime after that. This will be a fully costed report covering everything from carrying on 
as we are, through to the types of surface that could be used, safety measures and filling in 
the ditches etc. 
 
Conditions on the MPA road have definitely improved due in no small part to the efforts of 
the highways team and, of course, the improvement in the weather.  
 
The municipal section are often the unsung heroes of the PWD, being the “doers and fixers” 
of all things from laying concrete paths through to road cleaning and sewer unblocking.  The 
department continues to deliver, but we are short of carpenters and plumbers, but are 
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managing with the staff we have and the services provided by contracts with the private 
sector. We are currently recruiting for the Building Maintenance Coordinator and are hopeful 
that an offer made will be accepted.  
 
Work on the next 30 houses will soon start on Sapper Hill and Phase 5 infrastructure works 
will commence once resources become available from other projects. 
 
I am afraid that I cannot end my report without slipping back into my gloomy mode. Labour 
remain a concern, especially as the summer season approaches. Direct and contracted works 
have been affected and this is likely to continue, at least in the short term. Although it is our 
goal to complete all planned works, for this season works will need to be prioritised.  
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.  I would like to thank the Honourable Gavin Short for his very 
comprehensive report, and I would like to say that I really do welcome the fact that the 
washplant is working in the Quarry. Sorry to hear about the number of vacancies there, but I 
hope that will change in the coming months, but it is good that the washplant is working and 
it can be used potentially for making cement, as well as the scalpings that you described 
could be perhaps used on the MPA road, etc. 
 
I just wanted to ask for some confirmation to this House, we have seen a paper this week on 
the Power Station and we very much welcomed approving the funding for the spares package 
and the storage unit, that money has been available for some time in the budget.  There isn’t a 
shortage of money here; we have money in the capital budget. I would like the Honourable 
Gavin Short to assure this House that these high speed generators are a priority and that the 
paper in relation to these high speed generators will come to Executive Council very, very 
shortly so that an order can be placed, because the paper which has been made public will 
create some concern about the state of the Power Station which Members have been aware of 
for some time.  We welcome the action, but could you confirm that having done the short 
term fix, we are now looking at the medium term fix and that will be on time.  Thank you Mr 
Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable lady for her question.  I actually see these generators being the short 
term fix, these things have a life of about five years, so that is all the time we are buying 
ourselves.  Yes, we do have problems with power generation; yes, we are sailing extremely 
close to the wind at times.  Yes, there is a real fear that next winter could be it, if we don’t 
have something in place and yes, we will be doing everything we can to get that paper to 
Executive Council in September.  We are doing our best to move this on. 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, again I would like to thank the Honourable Gavin Short 
for his summary.  I might have misheard you, but did I hear you say that your department are 
considering filling in the ditches on the MPA road. 
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The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Yes, as part of the overall look at the MPA road, we will be looking at everything, from 
carrying on as we are now, putting the Port Harriet materials on it through to concreting, 
tarmacking, rolled concrete and filling ditches will be in there and costed so that we know 
what it is going to cost to do the job.  We will never get rid of ditches completely, some of 
the old ditches may be filled in with new ones moved back from the road, all of that will be in 
the report and costed. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I too would like to thank the Honourable 
Gavin Short for his update.  Earlier in the week I was quoted publically as having said some 
rather uncharitable things about the public jetty project.  That was based on an update from 
the Director Public Works last Friday, I think since then a lot of work has been done and 
things have moved on.  I am delighted to hear that we now have a firm finished target date of 
November of this year.  Whether I would agree with the characterisation of that project as 
progressing well, I’m not entirely sure considering the length of time it is taking to get to this 
point, but I thank the Honourable Gavin Short and the Director Public Works for having 
spent a lot of time on that over the recent days and moved it on.  I am sure the Tourist Board 
will appreciate that as well. 
 
A related point and a question, I wonder if the Honourable Gavin Short can update the House 
on where we sit, a bit more detail on the review of the Morrisons Partnership Agreement.  
Executive Council has seen one paper on this earlier in the year.  I believe we were due 
another one around this time, but I wonder if he has any more information on that.  Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I’m afraid I do not have any further information on the Morrisons Partnership Agreement 
review, I will have to come back to the Honourable Member and the House on that.  As far as 
the public jetty goes, it hasn’t been the happiest of projects and he is probably in very good 
company with about 2999 other people being quite uncharitable about it, and with just cause. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The next portfolio report comes from the Honourable Mike Summers 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, with the amount I have had to say today already I will be 
relatively brief.  In terms of my report I will start with the Department of Health and Social 
Services, which is essentially about people.  There are a number of new staff, as there 
inevitably are, in the Health and Medical Services department.  I am happy to be able to 
report that we have recruited, and will have in place, one new community psychiatric nurse 
and another that has been recruited to fill the additional post that was agreed at the last 
Assembly, that is good news. 
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In terms of dentistry, we lost the senior dental officer that was supposed to be appointed some 
while ago, we now have a new one and we do have an anticipated date for her arrival.  Until 
she arrives, the second dentist post will continue to be covered by a locum dentist who is 
already here.  If I haven’t done so before, I would like to take this opportunity to thank Sally 
Owen for all the work that she has done looking after our collective teeth over many, many 
years and providing a very good services throughout the whole department. 
 
In terms of doctors, further dialogue with leading GP training course at Queens University in 
Toronto continues and paves the way for establishing a pipeline of GPs trained specifically 
for remote rural practice.  This also provides the opportunity of future doctors coming to 
work on medium term contracts which is our aspiration.  In the meantime we are still 
struggling for doctors, the increase of salary up to £150,000 that was agreed by Executive 
Council some time ago has not yielded immediate results and we are going through the 
process yet again of advertising for doctors, this time on a much wider basis and a number of 
other countries and regions in the world will be included in our advertising process to see if 
we can get suitably qualified doctors to come and work here.  In the meantime we are 
covered by a variety of locum and short term contracts, but it is not where we would like to 
be.  Dr Sherwood will return as interim Chief Medical Officer from mid-November during 
the time of Dr Edwards’s maternity leave, so again we are covered in that area. 
 
Social Services are fully staffed and are working to capacity.   
 
In terms of appointments and waiting times both emergency appointments and routine 
appointments are being seen within a reasonable period of time, routine appointments are 
being seen within two days.  In dentistry emergency appointments continue to be available 
every day, non-urgent appointments are being seen within three weeks. 
 
In terms of overseas referrals, we are not in the desperate position that we were some little 
while ago, the medical staff at KEMH have been implementing the MTO policy as strictly as 
they can to ensure that we remain within budget, and we hope that that will be the case.  But, 
we are still referring people overseas at an average monthly rate of about 20 referrals per 
month and the annual data shows that in the past year or so 44% went to Chile and 56% to the 
UK.  The large majority of UK patients go to Southampton area and so work is ongoing with 
looking at the accommodation arrangements for patients within the Southampton area and the 
potential of either buying or having a long term contract with a facility in which our patients 
can be located whilst that work continues. 
 
Medical Treatment Overseas policy has been reviewed internally by the medical staff, it will 
be in front of the Health and Medical Services Committee this afternoon, and subject to 
comments from there, I expect will come to Executive Council in the relatively short term to 
confirm the approach that we are taking on medical treatment overseas. 
 
Nothing specifically in terms of budget in Health and Medical Services, the estates staff are 
working hard on spending the money that was allocated to them to upgrade and mend 
significant areas of the estate. 
 
Couple of more strategic issues, we have mentioned here several times the most recent report 
from the Lucy Faithfull Foundation was completed and followed up and reviewed in April 
and the report has been made public.  The review was complimentary about the major steps 
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achieved since the previous 2013 review, in particular it noted the professional and well 
organised approaches now being followed by Social Services, the Police, Education and the 
Courts along with the significant shift in public awareness supporting safer outcomes for 
children at risk of abuse.  It did raise a number of issues that we need to continue to focus on, 
and that report will be coming to Executive Council, I believe, in September with comments 
and proposals from the individual departments on how we respond to those 
recommendations. 
 
A tendering process was undertaken relatively recently to look at the broader estate of the 
hospital and how we can fit into that number of square meters all the things that we want to 
do, the size of the hospital hasn’t changed over the very, very many years, the numbers of 
people have stuffed into it to work has changed significantly.  So, there is a consultant 
company: EC Harris, who will come here in September, I believe, and will review the use of 
space and facilities and make proposals in light of current and future strategic direction.  This 
will be an opportunity for us, both to review the space and how it is used, and the business 
plan overall of the Health and Medical Services Department, making sure that those two 
things fit together.  It is likely that with the future-proof design and arrangements in the 
hospital, spaces will need to be designed for maximum flexibility as is the case I understand 
with modern hospitals.  There is also the likelihood that considerable efficiencies will be 
forthcoming, as is usually the case when historical piecemeal development is given a radical 
rethink.  That will be an important piece of work, and we will bring the results of that to 
Members as soon as it is available. 
 
In terms of development of older people’s services, that is continuing. There are a number of 
reports in preparation on the schedule that has previously been reported to Members, we 
would expect to see some firm proposals coming to Executive Council towards the back end 
of this calendar year. 
 
Just in closing on the Medical Services Department, I would like to reflect on the effect of 
criticism of the medical staff in respect of a serious incident that occurred a few weeks ago on 
the streets.  A young man, as we all know, was very seriously injured. He remains in critical 
condition back in the United Kingdom, but the work that was undertaken by the medical staff 
on that day almost certainly saved the life of that young man, and I think those people who 
have been gratuitously critical how the medical services worked on that day, I think perhaps 
ought to reflect a little further.  The medical staff in the hospital are more affected than 
anybody else in the community by illness, by death, by misfortune that some people suffer, 
and it is always worth just on an occasion stopping for a moment to think before you are 
critical of the work that they are doing in sometimes extremely difficult circumstances, so I 
would like to thank them for the efforts that they put in to saving that young man’s life.  
 
I move on now to the Emergency Services Directorate.  The new Director of Emergency 
Services has been appointed, I’m not clear about the date for his arrival, but there are a 
number of things that he will be required to focus on when he gets here and I have talked 
about them earlier in the day and therefore won’t repeat myself. 
 
When I heard the other day of a young girl’s drink being spiked in a pub in Stanley, it led me 
to think that perhaps I could focus in this report on the Emergency Services on the drugs 
issue and I contacted both the head of Customs and the Chief Police Officer to ask them what 
their view is currently about drugs in the Falklands.  Let me read you the response that I had 
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from the Head of Customs.  “Despite having been regularly short staffed for one reason or 
another since January, we have managed to maintain our Customs border control monitoring 
and inspection initiatives at a consistent and acceptable level throughout the last financial 
year.  We will of course also continue to do so, as it is one of our highest priorities.  Virtually 
all incoming mail and the DHL packages are being inspected by our officers, sea and air 
freight are also examined on a consignment selected basis.   
 
The permanently based RAF JSPSU drug search dog and handler also provide invaluable 
assistance and have been attending the majority of incoming flights.  They are also being 
tasked to examine incoming freight which includes the mail and imported vehicles and they 
regularly undertake sweeps on board visiting ships. 
 
We have not intercepted any Class A or Class B listed drugs for quite a long time, but since 
July of last year the Customs Officers have intercepted a number of consignments of 
prohibited psychoactive substances.”  They have in fact intercepted and confiscated 63 x 3g 
packets of psychoactive substances.  There have been a number of other operations, some of 
which have been in the public domain and some have not I therefore won’t go into those, but 
I would just like to assure the House that both the Customs Department and the RFIP are very 
active on the issue of drugs.   
 
The RFIP have said that having recently been alerted to the drink spiking incident, they used 
Facebook to alert the general public and give advice on this matter and they have also given 
out confidential information line number 28111, if anyone wishing to give information in 
such a way.  So, to reiterate, if anybody has any information about drugs, either the illegal 
importation, illegal use, anybody has been offered drugs then please use that confidential line 
28111 and your confidence will be entirely respected.  We are all collectively determined that 
drugs will not become a problem in the Falklands, and the only way that we can reasonably 
deal with it is being tough at the borders and tough on anybody who is caught. 
 
In the Emergency Services there are no other major issues that I think I need to report on, 
things are progressing as they ought by and large in all those sections.   
 
In terms of Immigration, the review of the new Immigration forms that were introduced about 
6 months ago has been taking place, there is a bit more work to be done and it will come back 
to Executive Council in due course. It was discussed amongst Members this week and in 
Executive Council, and there is the need to make sure we get the balance right between 
protecting ourselves against importing other people’s costs and medical problems, and not 
standing in the way of economic development through being overly restrictive on the issue of 
work permits and the like.  That work will be in front of Members relatively shortly. 
 
New work permit and PRP policy has been agreed by Executive Council, it is now in drafting 
and I will be meeting with the Head of Policy shortly to discuss how we take forward the 
issues discussed by Members at an Away Day recently about permanent increase in 
population and how we deal with that. 
 
In housing, there are no great issues. We remain short of houses in the local pool, there are 
some coming in relatively shortly and we hope that will alleviate the situation, but for 
anybody looking for Government accommodation please understand that the department do 
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the best that they can to make housing available when its urgent, when it is not urgent 
sometimes it takes longer. 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I very much welcome the work done by the Police and 
others to alert people to the problems with drink spiking but I would like to point out that it is 
not a new problem and it is not confined to drugs, sometimes, people who order a drink with 
a mixer, do not know how many shots are in that glass.  I heard only at the end of last week 
from a young lady who was wise to these things that in one pub she ordered a single drink 
with a mixer and it was obvious, very obvious from the taste, that it was probably a treble.  
So, caution is needed in terms of alcohol as well as in terms of possible other substances.  
Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I fully accept when taking about drugs, we need to think and I’m not going to 
push the bounds of confidentiality, but was curious, could the Honourable Member say 
whether for instance if I got taken into the KEMH suffering the effects of some 
hallucinogenic thing or other, is that reported to the Police or are the hospital bound by 
confidentiality rules in that they cannot report that. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, that is not an easy question to answer, I think the answer has to be that in most 
normal circumstances the medical practitioners are bound by the rules of confidentiality to 
their patients. 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I’m sure that is the case, but were there a number of such 
instances, they could presumably report them as a statistic which would then be anonymous. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, that is absolutely the case and that does happen, so if there are trends that appear 
then the Medical Services Department will be in touch with the police.  Of course, if there is 
any evidence of a crime having been committed then they are under certain obligations also 
to report crimes to the Police. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I would like to thank the Honourable Mike Summers for his report.  
Just touching on Immigration forms and the review of the forms. We have put in place a more 
onerous form for people applying for work permits which is absolutely right because we 
don’t want to have issues that add cost to the Falklands, but I would ask and urge, I 
understand that there is a review going on after the six months the forms have been in place 
to ensure that private sector have the opportunity to comment.  I have heard that there are 
quite a lot of difficulties particularly in recruiting from Chile, which is our neighbour and we 
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welcome companies recruiting from Chile, where there is a need to find a registered doctor 
for medicals, and that is quite difficult for some of the more remote parts of Chile.  That 
involves people having to travel to Santiago perhaps twice to meet the requirements of these 
forms.  I would like that to be taken into account. I am all for stricter parameters, but they 
must be workable parameters, because we do have to make it reasonably easy for people to 
bring workers in, particularly on short term contracts, so I would like to be assured that that 
work is being considered.  Thank you, Mr Speaker.  
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, we are very conscious of that, both the Chief Executive and I have been in 
correspondence with those tasked with the review to make sure that the private sector and the 
Government’s Human Resources Department have been fully consulted in this issue, and that 
all perceived and real difficulties that have occurred are properly taken into account.  They 
could be put in front of Members with the rest of the information that is available and it will 
be for us to decide what the correct balance is between protection of importing either diseases 
or additional costs that we will have to pick up, and ensuring that people have reasonably 
easy run at getting staff to work. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Member wish to comment or raise a question?  No.   
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The Motion for Adjournment 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move that House stands adjourned sine die. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Member, in rising to support the Motion for adjournment, I have a 
couple of things to touch upon. 
 
The other night it was great to go to Government House for the reception for our sports 
people, there was the shooters from Bisley, the Dek Hockey team and of course our teams 
that attended the Small Islands Games recently.  It was a great honour to be there and see all 
of their achievements.  I was very fortunate to be able to attend the Islands Games this year in 
place of the Honourable Mike Summers, and I can only have really good things to say about 
our teams that were there.  Their behaviour was exemplary, the way they acted as 
Ambassadors for the Falklands was brilliant and, of course, their sporting achievements were 
great with personal bests beaten, and we came away with some medals, which was really 
good.  Far too many people to mention individually, but I would very much like to mention 
Stacy Bragger in particular; the team manager, the first time he was thrown into the 
organisation and he did very well, and I think all the team were very pleased with his 
performance.  He certainly did a great job.  
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I would also like to thank Falkland Islands Television who were there and Chris Eynon who 
did a lot of work so that people here in the Falklands could keep up with what was going on, 
they did a great job.  The FITV crew of Sophie and Glenn who are no longer in the Islands 
and Emilda who is here today, did a huge amount of work.   
 
On the political side, I was fortunate to spend time with Ministers of Jersey, Members of their 
Parliament, the Minister for Environment and Planning, the Minister for Education and 
Finance and of course, the Minister for Sport, I spent quite a lot of time with these gentlemen.  
The Minister who is responsible for Sport is very keen to assist the Falklands in any way that 
Jersey can in the future, that is something I’m sure the Honourable Mike Summers and the 
Falkland Islands Games Association will be following up. 
 
Mr Speaker, I too would like to pay tribute to Manfred Keenleyside and thank him for all the 
work he has done over many years, but there is somebody else who has been a great servant 
of Government and has retired in the last month.  I probably will not get any thanks from him 
for mentioning this, but many people have asked me to do so in the House today, and that 
was Captain Eddie Andersen, after well over 30 years, I think 35 or 36 years (I might be 
wrong about that) working for our Falkland Islands Government Air Service, retired in the 
middle of last month, he has had many thousands of flying hours under his belt and many, 
many thousands of landings and take offs.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank him 
for all he has done over the years for the Falklands. 
 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I would very much like to join with the Honourable Ian 
Hansen in congratulating all the sports people who went to Jersey and I have to confess that I 
watched every football match that was televised and I’d also like to join him in 
congratulating our shooters, who always, whatever competition they are in, can compete at a 
very high level, they get on quietly through the year with their training, it is quite an 
expensive business for them and they show enormous commitment as well other sports 
people.   
 
I’d also like to join him in talking about some of our recently retired members of Government 
staff.  It gives me great pause for thought when a couple of my, I have to say, oldest ex pupils 
become pensioners, frankly worrying.  However, I would like to pay tribute to Captain Eddie 
Andersen, I’ve lost count of the number time I flew with him going back to the Beaver float 
plane days, some of those flights weren’t just fun, they were exciting and I hope he has a very 
long and happy retirement.   
 
I would also like to join the Honourable Gavin Short in talking about Manfred Keenleyside, 
recently retired as Director Public Works, apart from anything else because of his years of 
service, he had an encyclopaedia knowledge of what had gone on in Government, the nearest 
we had to a corporate memory and it may well be necessary to call on him in the future.  I 
had the pleasure of working with him over the years on various budget things, various 
projects, Planning and Building Committee, Lands Committee, Housing Committee, and I 
remember and it’s something we need to bear in mind that he said in Lands Committee, it’s a 
warning against allowing land banking, he remarked “they don’t make it anymore with the 
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exception of the little bit of reclamation by the dockyard”. Of course, this is pertinent to 
Government land sales, let’s not dispose of it without very careful thought, we may need it 
for future development not just present demands.”  I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Mr Speaker, in rising to support the Motion I would just like to touch on a few things that has 
been happening in the last month or so. 
 
I would like to reflect back on Farmers’ Week, I think it was a very informative and 
enjoyable week. I would like to thank everybody that took part, particularly all the companies 
that exhibited at the EXPO on the Monday morning.  I think the numbers grow every year, 
and it was really packed out, the Town Hall, the companies made the effort to exhibit and talk 
about what their companies and their organisations do.  It is also a good opportunity to get 
your blood pressure taken as the hospital is always there and a lot of people queue up to have 
their blood pressure taken at that event.  It would be good too, perhaps we need a bit more 
advertising so more people from Stanley attended the morning, because I think that those 
who put the effort in to put up their stall, they would be rewarded by more people drifting in 
to see what they do.  
 
There were also some very enjoyable social events at Farmers’ Week, I would like to thank 
the Commander British Forces for his particularly nice lunch we had on the Monday, and it 
was very pleasant at Hillside.   
 
Inevitably, conversations over Farmers’ Week turn to the Camp roads and the state of the 
MPA road, everybody has to come to Stanley one way or another to attend the meetings, and 
those that flew on FIGAS, we would all like to be associated with the words of the 
Honourable Jan Cheek and the Honourable Ian Hansen, with regards to retirement of Captain 
Eddie Andersen.  We have all flown many, many hours with him. We wish him a very happy 
retirement.  Going back to Camp roads, which we mustn’t ignore, they are in a gooey and 
messy state currently, it has been a particularly wet winter and the Honourable Gavin Short 
went to the West recently, as he reported in his portfolio report, to look at the state of some of 
those roads, we are conscious too, that the Hill Cove road is in a particularly sorry state and 
we are pleased that the MoD have agreed to get into discussion with PWD about the damage 
that has occurred to that road over the winter. 
 
It was also good to hear from the Honourable Gavin Short that the work will probably 
commence earlier than usual, particularly on that road, that is very welcomed and also that 
we are looking for somebody to do general maintenance on the West.  I think that too will be 
very much welcomed by the West Falkland residents. 
 
I’m afraid too really to reiterate that the amount of money available for the road network, 
even though it has increased in the last two years, is very unlikely to increase beyond that 
until we do have regular guaranteed income from oil.  We have got to make the best of the 
funds that we have with the camp network and we know that some roads will deteriorate.  I 
think there are some positives coming out of it.  Last year a number of long term contracts 
were let, some of those were a little bit late kicking off to give people time to acquire the 
equipment that they needed to carry out those long term contracts, but I think we will start to 
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see the benefits this summer from those longer term contracts both on the West and the East 
and hopefully leading into next winter. 
 
Just touching on the MPA road, most Campers have to drive along when they come in off the 
ferry and come in from the East, they all have a view on it, we did have that extraordinary 
Transport Advisory Meeting, as the Honourable Gavin Short referred to, there are some 
suggestions from the engineers to look at different materials that might have more long 
standing life, so that is really welcomed and we will see this summer, a section of that road 
tarmacked, but I do welcome the fact that Public Works Department and the Director is 
putting out to tender a contract and that contract will be to review completely the road and 
how we might address it in the longer term, and that report, I hope, will be absolutely 
comprehensive as to all the things that we might need to do, and all the shocks we will get 
about the cost.  Then we can make some longer term decisions.  Meanwhile we have got 
funds committed in the Capital Budget to continue tarmacking sections of the road.  I know 
that is a little, but every little bit helps along the way. 
 
I spent most of June out of the Falklands on Falkland Islands Government business and so did 
the Honourable Mike Summers, but I also went to Nicaragua to the Pre C24 seminar as I was 
going to the UN meeting of the C24, that was a very good lead in and introduction to what I 
could expect when I got to New York as it was my first time attending the C24 in New York.  
I think with my experience travelling around the United States and also going to Nicaragua, 
there certainly are quite a lot of people and countries that are sympathetic and understand that 
they should uphold the right to self-determination; I think we have to work with those 
countries and hope that they might be more vocal and apply that rule to the Falkland Islands 
and its right to self-determination, we are a people in our own right and we have a right to be 
listened to, and I was glad to see that people did listen to us, but now we need to work on 
making people being more vocal and supportive of our cause, I believe.  When I was elected 
18 months ago, I wasn’t really convinced about the need to spend so much time overseas 
trying to persuade people to support out cause, but having been to the C24 I’m quite changed 
in my view now, and I do support far more the need to spread our word overseas and even if 
we don’t hear countries vocally supporting us, as long as we know underneath the surface 
that they are with us, and if we were in need they would, I think, vocally support our position.  
I think the issue for all of us MLAs is getting the balance right as to how much time we do 
spend in this effort, this important effort to get countries to support our position and how 
much time we spend with our constituencies.  It is getting the balance right which I am going 
to be working on in the future months.  Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, just two very quick things from me this month.  A couple 
of thank you’s, I join the Honourable Phyl Rendell in thanking all involved in organising 
Farmers’ Week earlier in the month, a thoroughly enjoyable week and very useful too, 
hopefully others found it and I look forward to next year’s.   
 
The second thing is just to mention Executive Council yesterday agreed the new 
Development Plan. A piece of work, I think, was kicked off three years ago, there was a bit of 
a hiatus but Steve Butler and Fiona Wallace-Nannig have done a lot of work on it with 
Planning Committee, Public Works Department and any other range of Government 
departments as well.  I’m sure they will be sat in their office gently weeping with joy this 
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morning having had this news.  It was a colossal paper, comprehensive, really quite positive 
as well.  I was delighted that that was agreed and my thanks to everyone involved and I’m 
sure we will do that formally to the Planning and Building Committee when we meet in early 
September as well, as these are people that volunteer their time and put in a lot of it over 
recent months to make sure that document reflects what is require.   
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, I have just a few brief things.  In my portfolio report I omitted to mention a 
recent appointment in the Emergency Services Department, which I think is an interesting 
departure for the Falklands. We have a young lady who has been appointed as permanent fire 
officer, it is the first time we have had a permanent female fire officer and I think that is great 
news for the Emergency Services Department and for all of us generally.  I congratulate 
Vicky Collier on getting that job. 
 
I would like to associate myself with the remarks about both Captain Eddie Andersen and 
Manfred Keenleyside.  It was always a rare pleasure to get invited to sit in the front seat with 
Eddie and learn some things that you didn’t know.  I congratulate him for all the work that he 
has done for the Air Service for so, so many years, and I wish him a happy retirement and 
likewise Manfred.  I recall the sense of massive relief at the first budget we did with Manfred 
Keenleyside, things that had seemed so complicated and so difficult for so many years 
suddenly became much more possible and achievable and I think that to his great credit, that 
is what he brought to the public works was the art of the possible as opposed to why that 
couldn’t be done or that couldn’t be done either.  So, thank you to Manfred for all your work 
for the Falkland Islands over many, many years. 
 
A very brief mention of our trips to the United States, we had a very, very successful week in 
Washington, we have reported on it extensively to Members and in the local media, we have 
a lot of support in Washington for self-determination for the Falkland Islands.  If we need to 
activate it we can, and I think we just leave it at that for the moment, we will continue to 
develop those associations, those friendships with people that can make things happen if you 
need to. 
 
The rest of the visit to Seattle and Houston I think was extremely positive in terms of 
developing business.  C24 is an odd place and you should never really have that at the end of 
your tour because you come away feeling slightly depressed about the whole affair.  Happily 
from our prospective of the C24 offers no threats to the Falklands in terms of our rights to 
self-determination and there is actually quite a lot of support there in the background.  I did 
note that apart from the Hispanic contingent almost nobody turned up to the C24 meeting this 
year from Africa, from the Pacific and from the Caribbean.  I think that sends a fairly clear 
message about the way that the C24 has been conducted in recent years.  
 
I am delighted to hear that my colleague Phyl Rendell is now a convert to visiting overseas 
and look forward to helping her plan her next visit to Africa to consult with the Members of 
the C24 there. 
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I will just finish with a couple of sporting things.  We were all immensely pleased with the 
performance with all our athletes and manager and supporters at the Island Games in Jersey.  
It is noticeable that in the last few years when we go to Island Games we no longer look over 
our shoulders to see if we are going to be last, we look to see how far up the medals table we 
are going to be, and how far up the results table we are going to be in every one of our sports.  
There were very, very few incidences in the Island Games in Jersey where anybody 
came/ranked last in an event.  That is huge progress that, points to the way forward and the 
way you achieve that is by giving our young people support and encouragement to develop 
their capabilities and their skills. 
 
I too, would like to thank Stacy Bragger for doing the job of general team manager in Jersey, 
I’m told he did a fantastic job and considering that he had never been to an Island Games 
before and had no idea what it was going to be like, I think he performed particularly well, so 
I thank him for that.   
 
Special congratulations to all the Island Games performers, the guys who went to Bisley, the 
guys who won those gopping trophies at Ice hockey in Punta Arenas - a fantastic 
achievement, and also to Jay Moffatt who came third in his class in the Welsh Enduro which 
again is a fantastic achievement for a Falkland Islander. 
 
Falkland Islands Overseas Games Association has been tasked with looking at the 
development of new sports facilities and in the next three or four weeks during the recess I 
will be writing a paper for Members on the potential ways forward.  We had a very 
productive meeting yesterday evening collecting together the information that will need to go 
into putting proposals before Members before the end of this year, hopefully in September 
suggesting how investments can best be made of Government money in facilities that then 
allow young people, and indeed all the other generations, of Falkland Islands to take part in 
sport.  The contributions and benefits that can be provided to health and wellbeing, and the 
contributions and benefits it can provide to development of young people, are almost 
immeasurable.  We have some very exciting proposals to put in front of you, and I hope that 
they will receive your support, not just from a sporting context, but also from the context of 
the health of the nation.  I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
Commander British Forces 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members four short points if I may. 
 
I’ll start off with the Honourable Mike Summers mentioned something about the hospital, 
which I confess I hadn’t heard in terms of some criticism.  I feel I should put on the record, 
absolutely and bluntly, the fact that you all know it was one of my serviceman who was the 
individual in question, and indeed four days later we had another very serious incident 
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involving another of my serviceman which I have written about in the Penguin News and 
sadly he has died since.  The original serviceman, as you say, is back in the UK and being 
helped there.  But I have to report to the House that I was in the hospital that morning at 3 
o’clock, and everything I saw then and subsequently showed only the utter compassion, 
professionalism and dedication of all those people there, both the first responders (that 
includes the Police) and the hospital staff.  For the record, and whilst I wrote privately, I have 
written to the Chief Medical Officer and I continue to have every faith in the expertise of the 
King Edward VII Memorial Hospital, and will continue to do so. 
 
We continue to work with the Honourable Gavin Short, PWD and the team there on the 
efforts to preserve the roads on the West. Again for the record, we have continued our 
inspections, we are working closely and as a result of that we haven’t moved any of the loads 
we were looking to do for the last six week.  We will continue to work and keep that 
momentum going. 
 
I said last time in response to the first teasing I got in my first attendance here from the 
Honourable Roger Edwards that I should get out and about.  This month I did get out and 
about with Jessica, my wife, and team CBF, our little cohort.  We had the most marvellous 
time, five days on West Falklands, travelling down from Hill Cove all the way down to Port 
Stephens, the people know who they are, and people were extremely generous and hospitable.  
Again, I have written to them individually.  It was in the white-out period post the snow, it 
looked glorious, I know I have seen it from the seaward side before, but I haven’t actually 
driven down the spine of it, and the idea and opportunity to go into people’s houses and visit 
their farms was extraordinary.   
 
It was also insightful, there are a huge number of characters, there is a particularly delightful 
lady called Deenie Hansen. I can guarantee and reassure the House that I am much better 
informed as exactly how naughty a certain Honourable Ian Hansen was as a little boy. 
 
Finally, in short order, I just again for the record, offer the formality that I have, as promised, 
reviewed the access to Mount Pleasant Complex, we said we would do that in short order, 
these pamphlets are being printed as we speak, and I presented them to Executive Council 
yesterday and indeed the MLAs.  We discussed it with the Chief Police Officer; he is fully 
supportive of it.  Our intention is that these very simple trifolds, which I hope set out very 
clearly and succinctly what we would ask of you and what we can offer you in return, these 
will be posted, I hope via the Post Office, to everybody, and indeed the Police Station here in 
Stanley will have a number of these and the application forms pertinent to it.  I would for the 
record, again suggest that a permanent pass is by far the easiest way to go, it lasts for a year, 
you are on the system and it is just easy.  But, you will appreciate that we need to secure our 
own people and our mission in support of you.  I hope it is a useful addition.  Thank you. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the House stands adjourned accordingly. 
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Responses to Supplementary Questions asked at the Legislative Assembly Meeting held 
on the 30 July 2015 

 
 
 
Could the Honourable Gavin Short can update the House on where we sit, a bit more detail 
on the review of the Morrisons Partnership Agreement. 
 
 
“The FIG-MFL working group have met a number of times during 2015 to review the 
suitability of the existing partnership arrangement.  The working group review is now 
complete.  One of the conclusions of the group was that the original partnering agreement 
document is no longer fit-for-purpose and consequently a new agreement has been prepared 
by the Law and Regulation Directorate which is currently under final review.  The Director of 
Central Services and Director Public Works intend to prepare a final report of findings of the 
group for consideration by Executive Council within the next few months.” 
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