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The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 26 February 2015 

 
Prayers 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, I bid you good morning, and my usual reminder about mobile phones 
to be turned off, please.   
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The confirmation of the Record of Legislative Assembly held on 29 January 2015. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, I have before me a record of that last meeting of the Legislative 
Assembly, and I can assure at least one Honourable Member that the correct number of “dum 
de dum de dums” is in fact included in that record.   
 
Is it your wish that I sign this as a true record?   
 
Honourable Members 
 
Aye.  
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Questions for oral response. 
 
Question Number 03 of 2015 by the Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. Could the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby tell the House what 
apprenticeship programmes are currently in place at the Training Centre and how many 
apprenticeships are currently filled?   Could he outline what plans, if any, are being proposed 
for further technical training through apprenticeships and when any new schemes will be 
available?  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I would like to thank my Honourable Colleague for the 
question.  The Training Centre currently runs apprenticeships courses in carpentry – one 
person, electrical – two, mechanical – two, child care – two, hospitality – one, aircraft 
engineering – one.  Thus nine apprentices are employed on the scheme.  One apprentice is 
currently undergoing training in the United Kingdom and two others are due to go overseas in 
September as part of their programme. 
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Five apprenticeship schemes are actually funded each year, but not all are taking up.  The 
Head and the manager of the Training Centre are working to improve this system at the 
moment, and will be very much guided by the Training Needs Analysis when that is finally 
available.  Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I thank my Honourable Colleague for that answer. I don’t know if 
you have actually answered the second half of my question though about what plans are there 
in the future. I hope there are plans in the future to perhaps enhance that training.  Looking at 
where we are in the economy, we have a massive number of opportunities for young Falkland 
Islanders in technical skills, and I would like to think that even if they are not currently 
available at the Training Centre now, that there are plans and considerations in place for an 
expansion of the opportunities that we can offer young people. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I fully agree with what my Honourable Colleague has 
said, and it’s perhaps that the Falkland Islands has, in many ways, followed the route of 
countries such as the UK, where we have perhaps put too much emphasis on academic 
training, universities as being the pinnacle.  You have succeeded if you have been to 
university, and we perhaps haven’t put enough emphasis on vocational courses, and I think 
that’s highlighted by the fact that we only fund a maximum of five courses for 
apprenticeships in the Islands each year, and yet we have an unlimited access to academic 
courses in Peter Symonds and Universities. 
 
There isn’t an easy answer here. We have to completely reassess how we are going to offer 
those courses.  At the moment, we could offer up to 15 apprenticeships in different courses in 
the Training Centre, but it’s a matter of finding approved assessors in the Islands who can 
actually make sure those courses are run correctly, and the certification at the end of the 
course will be valid.   
 
I can’t give you a guarantee of what’s going to happen, as I say, it’s a process of 
development. We are going to use the Training Needs Analysis report to guide our 
development, but I think everyone is committed to the fact that we have to raise the level and 
the importance of vocational courses, and they should no longer be viewed in any way as 
secondary to an academic performance.  If everybody went to university there would be no 
one left to do the courses that we need doing here.   
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
I thank the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby for that response.  I am motivated in asking the 
question after a recent visit to the Public Works Department, where Public Works really 
would like to see opportunities for people currently employed in the Falkland Islands 
Government to embark on skills training. There is a great demand in the private sector, so I 
would like to think that there will be a clear programme put in place after the Training Needs 
Analysis report comes out that we can grip that, look to see what the recommendations are, 
and then, at least in the next year, have a clear programme so that the private sector and the 
Falkland Islands Government are assured that there will be opportunities for people that are 
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currently in employment and would like to perhaps change their career and become a skilled 
and highly capable member of the Falkland Islands employment team. 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
One small supplementary question to that.  The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby mentioned the 
Training Needs Analysis.  Does he yet have a date when we can expect to see the full report, 
please? 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, if I could just go back to my Honourable Colleague Phyl 
Rendell, I think there is a difference here between formal apprenticeship schemes and the 
need to perhaps improve people’s skills when they are already perhaps in their 30’s and 40’s. 
As I said, there are only nine people on formal apprenticeship schemes in the Training Centre 
at the moment, but there are a total of over 63, I believe, who are undergoing some form of 
training based in the Training Centre. That’s not a formal apprenticeship scheme, but it is a 
means of upskilling that person to better their career prospects.  I do agree with her, it does 
need renewing, but I am not going to say it would be by an exact date, I can’t give you an 
exact date, but it is the determination of the Head and the manager of the Training Centre that 
it will improve and will offer many more courses that this community needs both in the 
Government and in the private sector. 
 
My Honourable Colleague Jan Cheek asks about the Training Needs Analysis, I can’t give 
her a date when it will be ready as it’s still being worked on,. It also needs a policy input as 
well, and we have no Director of Education at the moment. The Head, Karen Steen, at the 
Junior School is acting Director and she is away at the moment recruiting, so there is some 
problem of capacity to address that, both in the Education Department and in the Policy Unit, 
but rest assured, it will be available as soon as possible. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, thank you.  I wonder if the Honourable Members knows, and I apologise that he 
may not but he might wish to research it, how many apprenticeships are being funded 
privately and separately by the private sector?  There are many, many successful and highly 
profitable private sector companies who could perfectly well be funding their own 
apprenticeship schemes and I wonder if you had any knowledge of that? 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Thank you for that question.  I am afraid I don’t.  I couldn’t give you exact answer, but I can 
give you a written reply within the next week. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any other supplementary questions? 
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The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, and I apologise to my Colleague the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby if he 
thinks there’s a pincer movement by the Public Works Department crew.  I would just like to 
concur very much with the sentiments that have been expressed.  I think it was you that said 
that the way apprenticeships have been sold, I am not sure they still are now, they are very 
much seen as the second prize.  Certainly, when you get into mechanical jobs and such like 
it’s actually a lot of academic stuff needed there.  It’s not the days of going out with a lump 
hammer and cold chisel, those are long gone, although I suppose you have to do that splitting 
tracks, but we have hydraulics, and the electrics on machines nowadays are becoming ever 
more complicated. There are sometimes three or four little computers chattering to each other 
on the vehicle, so we really do need to change the mind-set I think on that.   
 
Is he aware though, that within the Public Works Department we have had problems with 
apprentices in as much that I believe when apprenticeships have been handed out, the Public 
Works Department have found themselves not on the list of organisations getting apprentices, 
and we are very much looking and wanting to run our own apprentices and phase the amount 
and when we take those apprentices. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I fully agree with my colleague on the question of how 
important vocational training courses are. He is quite right, the idea that years ago if you 
weren’t academically minded you can go off and do a vocational course and you will cope, 
those days are long gone, and I think he is absolutely right that if we look at mechanical these 
days, you can’t fix a Land Rover anymore with a spark plug and a screw driver, you need a 
computer, you need to be able use that high technology, and it’s the same with the electrical 
courses again, and people doing mechanical engineering and helping in Falkland Islands 
Government Air Service, so it isn’t a simple option anymore, and it isn’t just for people who 
can’t perform well academically. 
 
I am not quite sure what the problem is with the Public Works Department not having access 
to training courses, as I said earlier to the initial question, we don’t fulfil our annual 
allowance for vocational apprenticeship schemes, so perhaps we can talk after the meeting to 
see where that difficulty is, and hopefully, unblock it, because the Training Centre wants and 
indeed should be providing the courses that this community needs, whether they are private 
sector or public sector. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his reply. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any other comments or questions? 
 
No. 
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Just for the record I would point out at the last meeting there was a request for a written 
response.  That has now been published, and will be included in the report of this meeting. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio reports.  The Honourable Jan Cheek. 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I will start this time with Falkland Islands Development 
Corporation (FIDC). They are almost fully staffed now the Development Manager post was 
filled.  We have a Rural Energy Advisor just waiting to come when we can house them, it 
was advertised overseas during November, interviews were held in December and we are 
hopeful that as soon as we have housing the post can be taken up.   
 
The Oil and Gas Business Development that FIDC has been working on, they have been 
working closely with consultants to develop SARS (the South Atlantic Registry of Oil 
Suppliers), the procurement database that will connect oil and gas companies with local 
suppliers.  The database is finished, the website close to being finalised, once tested to ensure 
it’s working correctly it should be launched very soon, and local suppliers will then be able to 
complete their company profiles and search for oil and gas contracts.  FIDC presented the 
draft version of the website to the Strategic Oil Group on the 19th January and the website 
was well received by the group. 
 
On Rural Development, many people will be aware of the recent water consultation exercise 
designed to identify long term solutions to water problems facing the Camp population, and 
that consultation was fully subscribed.  The RDS Coordinator had commissioned an 
experienced hydro-geologist to carry out that programme during January and February. 
 
The survey of ferry and coastal shipping requirements has concluded, and the Director of 
Central Services will be able to use the survey finding to inform and help develop future 
contractual arrangements for the coastal shipping service.   
 
FIDC’s Management Team has been working closely with the Treasury and the Policy Unit 
on local investment and the loan strategy.  As part of this work Standard Chartered Bank has 
been consulted, and a survey supported by the Chamber of Commerce was devised to obtain 
more information on perceived barriers to finance in the Falklands.  This survey just closed, 
and the findings should provide a very useful guide to ensure that any revised lending plan 
meets genuine needs.  The Corporation has been drafting its business plan which will cover 
the period 2015 to 2020 based on the structure and format detailed within FIG’s business 
planning guidance. The intention was to produce an overarching strategy document setting 
out where the corporation is now, where it wants to be by when, how it will get there and 
measures of progress towards this aim.   
 
Board members, staff and stakeholders were consulted during its development and the draft 
came to the Board in our meeting two weeks ago.  There it was approved and now that it’s in 
place, work is starting on implementing the new Ordinance which had been delayed for a 
number of reasons. The new financial year is the target to do that, and we hope to start 
moving on that very soon as it won’t be long before we are into the new financial year.   
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Also under the auspices of FIDC, the Waterfront Development Project is currently going 
through a stage of public consultation on three different plans.  Two of the plans add new 
pathways to the waterfront from the Public Jetty to the Boathouse and along the south edge of 
Victory Green. The third plan looks at opening up Whale Bone Arch Green. These plans 
work under the Executive Council approved Stanley Waterfront Master Plan which 
previously went through two public consultations, however, all new developments will be 
consulted upon and everyone’s views considered.  The Waterfront Development Project is 
being led by a working group that includes representatives from FIG, FIDC, Falkland Islands 
Tourist Board, the Museum and National Trust, FIC and the Boathouse.   
 
And as a footnote to that, because there has been quite a lot of concern expressed about some 
parts of this plan, I would add that members of the Planning Committee will be walking 
through the areas that are subject to the current planning applications relating to that 
development to get a clear idea of what the effect of the proposals will be. We will be doing 
that on Friday morning. 
 
Moving onto Oil in my position as Chair of the Mineral Resources Committee.  The Director 
and his very small department, along with the Environmental Planning Officer and FIG 
lawyers, have done a huge amount of work in recent weeks to ensure that all documentation 
and permissions are in place for the exploration drilling that is about to commence.  There is 
interesting news on that.  The rig Eirik Raude arrived to commence mobilisation on the 25th 
February, that is yesterday. We won’t see it close in this time because, I gather, it is going 
almost directly to its site.  Two of the three supply vessels are here, we have seen them 
moving in and out of the harbour, and all three support helicopters are now in the Islands, 
again we saw one of them flying around yesterday afternoon as they start the move into 
Stanley.  Three large coastal vessels have arrived with supplies for the campaign, and we 
have seen them discharging at the temporary dock facility.  Arrangements are on track to 
commence drilling early in March, and as a matter of passing interest, people will have seen 
the oil industry tug whose name I won’t attempt to pronounce, assisting a beached fishing 
vessel last week in the very high winds.  
 
There is work being done on the Sea Lion development.  FIG advisors and the Director of 
Mineral Resources are due to meet Premier Oil in March to assess the revised development 
proposal that they announced in November 2014, and we await more news on that, and the 
Government will continue to work with Premier on the revised development project through 
2015 to take the project towards final sanction. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to comment or raise a question on that report? 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. I would like to thank the Honourable Jan Cheek for her report. I 
would just like to make a comment, firstly on the work of the Rural Development Strategy. 
That is now very much guided and led through FIDC, which we all welcome. I would just 
like to comment on the water survey that she referred to, Ian Taylor from Arch Henderson 
carried out the survey with the coordination of Sian Ferguson and it really was a remarkable 
piece of work. They went to numerous destinations in the Camp, they were very well 
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received and it was very well put together by Sian, and Ian didn’t stint throughout the couple 
of weeks that he was working, and he was working day and night I think, to visit farms.  He’s 
a real enthusiast and we await his report with interest, but he did report to the Rural 
Development Strategy Steering Group and highlight two key things that perhaps we need to 
particularly look at: the storage of water, and also we need to look at maintenance of water 
systems, but we await his full report. 
 
Also, I would just like to thank the Honourable Jan Cheek for her update on oil activities. I 
really welcome the fact that the rig had arrived in our waters, and I would just like to wish 
everybody involved in that campaign a safe campaign and every success.   
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any other comments or questions? 
 
No. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, my portfolio responsibility is for Education as well as Art 
and Culture.  People will be aware of the recent encouraging school inspection reports.  
Heads of both schools are working with staff to implement the recommended improvements. 
 
Karen Steen, Head of the Infant & Junior School and acting Director, is presently in the UK 
interviewing for staff to start in the next academic year.  Interviews for teachers for the 
Community School will follow next week.  There has been a very good response to adverts 
and both Heads are confident of engaging excellent teachers for both schools. 
 
Commonwealth Day this year will be held on Monday March 9th. Each year the 
Commonwealth flag is flown here and His Excellency the Governor reads the Queens Speech 
in school. 
 
This year we propose the Commonwealth flag be raised on Victory Green, but also in the 
schools, as the theme for Commonwealth Day this year is “Youth in the Commonwealth”. 
 
My Honourable Colleague Michael Poole and I have been working with the Community 
School to increase student’s interest in the Commonwealth, but also in the democratic 
process, a core element of all countries in the Commonwealth. 
 
Our census in 2010 showed that, by place of birth, the Falklands has over 50 countries 
represented here.  The Commonwealth consists of 53 countries and our same census shows 
that, by place of birth, we have over 20 Commonwealth countries represented in the Islands. 
 
As part of Commonwealth Day we plan to hold a mock Legislative Assembly, where eight 
students will take the place of the eight MLAs.  It will be held in this Court and Assembly 
Chamber, chaired by Mr Deputy Speaker and we hope the Attorney General, Chief Executive 
and the Financial Secretary will all be present, as they are today. 
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The debate will be “This house believes that the age of voting should be reduced to 16years” 
 
Most of us will remember the recent referendum in Scotland. The Scottish Parliament 
lowered the voting age there to 16 years and there was a large turnout of young voters.  It will 
be interesting to hear in the debate in this Chamber if our students feel 16 year olds should 
have been allowed to vote in our referendum and perhaps in the next election.  
 
One of my other portfolio responsibilities is for Art and Culture.  I think we all know that for 
such a small country we have a wealth of artists, musicians, photographers and creative 
people producing work of an extremely high standard. 
 
Falkland Islands’ culture is a rich, unique mixture, made up and influenced by all the people 
who have called the Falklands their home, from the very first settlers, through the gauchos to 
the Scandinavians, our large Saint Helenian group and the growing numbers from Chile, the 
Philippines, Russia and many other countries. 
 
A small group of us are working to develop a week long programme of events starting on 
Sunday May 3rd. 
 
Our aim is to bring music, art, drama and displays into places such as the Waterfront, the 
Malvina, Bitter Sweet, the town hall and the museum so that people who might not have gone 
to a formal exhibition might get involved whilst having lunch or a cup of coffee.  We hope to 
use the museum to hold a whole range of artistic events ranging from storytelling for children 
based around an important exhibit there, to scenes from plays put on by FIODA.  We will be 
holding meals every evening.  The Malvina and Bitter Sweet have kindly agreed to allow us 
to use their establishments and, more importantly, their kitchens.  Each evening will celebrate 
the food, music, history and culture of various parts of our community.  Government House 
has also kindly agreed to host a musical evening in that week, and we hope that there will be 
traditional dancing, again representing all parts of our community.  We will also have an 
indoors games afternoon for the children on the last Friday, followed by a dance in the 
evening featuring a wide range of musicians.   
 
In order to allow as many people as possible to attend, we aim to keep ticket prices for 
evening meals to an absolute minimum, and other events will, of course, be free.  The 
enthusiasm we have met with when asking people to help us leads me to believe this will be a 
very successful week.  However we are still developing the programme, so if anyone wishes 
to be involved, please do not hesitate to contact me.   
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Honourable Members wish to comment or raise a question on that report? 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
I would like to go back to the written answer I received to a supplementary question, this 
written answer is public so I am not giving away any secrets here, but when I received the 
answer which I asked as I had asked the question as a supplementary at our last meeting a 
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month ago, when I received this on Monday I was a little worried to see that of the four 
vacancies that we are looking to fill, two of the resignations were because of health issues.  
So four staff down, and two more staff currently signed off for health reasons, and I would 
just like to ask the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby if he sees this as a matter of concern or just an 
unfortunate coincidence. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, of course I view this as a matter of concern, how could 
anyone not. There are difficulties in the Community School at the moment.  I obviously can’t 
comment on medical matters of any of those people because I don’t know the issues relating 
to those medical matters, but yes, there are difficulties now, a number of teachers have left or 
are on sick leave, and the people who are here and ill are going through a process which we 
hope will make them better and able to carry on.  I have also been talking to the Chief 
Executive and to the acting Director Karen Steen, and also Annie Tempest who is coming 
back to be the Director in a few weeks, to put in place measures that can help support the 
teachers, support the Head Master and improve the situation in the Community School.  
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
I thank the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby for his answer. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Mr Speaker, thank you. I’d like to ask the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby a question regarding 
the staff that have left. I wonder, you may not be able to tell me now, but I would like to 
know if those staff members were given exit interviews, which I believe is policy in Human 
Resources Department. I hope they were, and that they were able to do so with anonymity, 
and that those reports can be reflected on to try to understand why we are losing so many 
staff.  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, as my colleagues know it is the policy in the Government 
that all people are encouraged to complete an exit interview. I’m not sure whether these 
people have completed an exit interview, but I would have hoped they would.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Is there any other member who wishes  to comment? 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker. I thank the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby for his report on Education, and I think 
it’s a jolly good idea you have your Culture and Arts week, more power to your elbow. But I 
would like to return to something I think I asked you about some time ago, and that’s with the 
history of the Falkland’s.  Is our history being formally taught in the school as part of the, 
what do you call, the syllabus or curriculum, I’m not sure which way round it goes. Is there a 
formal written piece of work that any teacher can pick up and teach our history, because 
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without knowing our history: where we have come from, how we’ve evolved, we cannot 
really form a national identity, we really need to do that.  I believe there should be a written 
piece of work that any teacher can pick up and follow, taught formally in the school, probably 
at both levels, and also if we could include the social history in the Falklands as that would 
stop the actual dates being so dry and boring, as I use to find at school, even though I wasn’t 
taught half the history at all when I was at school, and knew more about Anglo-Saxons than I 
knew about the Falklands.  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. It is certainly my understanding that our history is taught 
in both schools. I haven’t asked that question specifically of either the Heads recently 
because I believe that is the case, it is my understanding, it is still going on. It is a very good 
point he raises about the curriculum actually being set down because when we use the UK 
curriculum of course, that is clear, but does not include any work about the Falklands history. 
That is additional work that we undertake.  Again, my understanding is that there has to be a 
body of work for new teachers to use, but I will confirm that with the Head and get back to 
you on that question. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank you for that answer and it would be very much appreciated. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Is there any other Member who wishes to speak? Any other questions? No 
 
The Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The Motion for Adjournment 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive   
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move that this House stands adjourned Sine Die. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to speak to the Adjournment I would like to 
touch on a few items. May I apologise, this is long.  It’s almost a PWD report, but there have 
been some happenings since the last Legislative Assembly that I would like to report back to 
the House on, and I thought I would like to get in first to give other Members a chance to 
come at me on any items that they may wish me to go off and do some research, whatever 
they want.  
 
As, of course, is well known in the community, a couple of weeks ago the Malo Bridge was 
struck by piece of earth moving machinery which inflicted a fair bit of structural damage, and 
after examination and consultation with the bridge manufacturers, we decided to close it until 
we receive the parts that would enable us to repair and reopen it, rather than trying to bodge 
something with the very real risk that more damage could be sustained,  thus by the time the 
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parts did arrive, other parts may well have failed causing longer delays getting the bridge 
opened and functioning properly as it should be. The decision to close it has caused some 
heat and light. I know there is never a good time to close the bridge, but this was probably the 
worst imaginable moment. There were many ideas floated, ranging from local fixes through 
to culverting the Malo. Each and every idea was checked out, and believe you me, we at 
PWD do not go out of our way to hack people off or make their life any more difficult than it 
is already, and the quicker the traffic is flowing then the better of course we like it as the 
noise dies down, and we can go back to the many other pressing problems that we have to 
deal with.  
 
The present situation is that it is all systems go to get the parts on a sailing from Uruguay on 
the 4th March. Getting the bridge pieces isn’t such a problem, it’s the jacking and propping 
devices that are manufactured by another company. I cannot stand here today and promise 
that they will make the sailing, but we are doing our very best to make sure that they do. We 
will keep everyone informed of the progress and ETA’s whether good or bad. We will be 
starting works before the arrival of the parts so that we can minimise the time between the 
bits hitting town and the bridge being open again. We’re actually purchasing the jacking and 
propping equipment so that we will have it for future repairs and maintenance of the other 
bridges of that type we have here in the Falklands, and it is to be hoped that if we have 
another incident with one of these types of bridges, the down time will be much shorter than 
it has been this time.  
 
As is well known, we do not have too many staff left so we will have to take folk away from 
the normal jobs to get the repair done, and that means that whatever they may have been 
doing on the rural roads etc, will stop until that bridge is fixed. I hope that people will 
understand that some bits of work are going to get delayed. If there is a problem getting the 
parts to the Falklands then culverting downstream of the bridge is still an option.  I have 
spoken with Director Public Works and he advises that, even if we hit the go button now, the 
culverting and access roads would probably only be finished a couple of weeks before the 
parts arrived here, even if delayed until the next sailing from Montevideo. Although it is only 
a “back of a fag packet” calculation, it is estimated that the culverting and access tracks 
would cost up to £150,000, and I am not sure whether that figure includes taking the culverts 
back up again. If we went down this route, it would mean pulling all our available manpower 
off other works and would mean that grading would come to a halt and probably not be 
resumed this season, given the time of year. That would mean residents would have to put up 
with pretty grotty roads for the winter, but we genuinely do not have the manpower to do 
everything, so we have everything firmly fully crossed that we can make the earlier shipping 
date.  
 
In the interim, and depending on rainfall, the ford at the Malo is useable by trucks and other 
vehicles. Hauliers have a fear, and rightly, that they may misjudge water levels and get stuck 
in the stream. To help this, PWD will be stationing a piece of plant at the ford which can 
assist if anyone ever does get into problems. I believe we will be making known the contact 
details for the person to call who can be onsite very quickly, and will make them known, I 
think, in the very near future.  
 
I would like express my thanks to everyone who has been involved in assessing the damage, 
communicating with the manufacturers, shipper etc. and who have put their other important 
pieces of work to one side in order to try and get the correct parts on the way to the Falklands 
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as quickly as is possible. I would like to single out our design engineer Mr Ghandi Suppiah, 
who is one of the very few real structural engineers here on the Falklands and was indeed the 
right man in the right place at the right time.  
 
This whole saga though brings into clear focus in my mind the real need to get our road 
traffic laws up to date and extended to the rural sector.  Whilst I can see that probably there 
are some bits of traffic legislation that would be rather silly if extended into the camp, the 
need to have insurance isn’t one of them. In this instance it was only a bridge, but sooner or 
later someone is going to whack either a pedestrian, and of course that has happened already, 
or a vehicle with tourists in it, and if there are injuries then, if you don’t have insurance cover 
and if it is, for example, a North American tourist, you could end up losing your farm or 
business or your house. Although this is only my opinion, and I could be totally wrong here, I 
have a feeling that FIG itself could also find themselves being sued if there were any thought 
that we knowingly allowed the situation whereby insurance wasn’t a necessity outside 
Stanley other than designated roads to continue, knowing full well the implication to road 
users of there being no insurance cover.  
 
On a happier note, the asphalting season has kicked off after a bit of an alarming start when 
on Saturday we ran the plant up for a test drive only to have a power converter blow. My 
grateful thanks to our electricians who either managed to do some magic with the old unit, or 
tracked down and managed to beg, steal or borrow another one. I’m told that the asphalting 
up on Sapper Hill housing project is going extremely well. Once the surfacing is finished it 
means that FIG houses fronting onto it can be brought into use, and that should be nicely in 
time for when they are needed. I would like to thank everyone on the asphalting crew for 
their efforts. It’s a pretty horrible job, but one that does need doing. Also we shouldn’t forget 
the other players from the Electricians through to the Quarry crew and mechanics who all 
play a part in this process. I believe the crew from the Power and Electrical Department also 
had to leap into action when a contractor, shall we say, “discovered” a power line when 
trenching, so my grateful thanks to them for getting everything sorted out so quickly.  
 
At the last Legislative Assembly I was asked a couple of questions after my Public Works 
Department report that I honestly didn’t have the answers to at the time, but just to complete 
the circle, here are those answers.  
 
On the Cape Pembroke road: we don’t have a date for the commencement of the Cape 
Pembroke road. It has been flagged up that regulations are needed under the Stanley 
Common Ordinance to enable this to be constructed, even if the planning permission is in 
place, so I’m afraid are having to go through process of finding out what they are, what’s 
needed, and move it forward.  
 
The MPA road consultancy is scheduled for this next financial year, so that should hopefully 
allow us to form an option, and if any of the MLA Poole’s money is still left in the capital 
budget, we may be able to do something in our final year.  
 
I joined my colleague The Honourable Ian Hansen for a quick whizz down to FIGAS this 
week, and although I do not want to spoil his party by commenting too much on what is his 
portfolio, I would just like to say that what I saw on the Airfield fire fighter side of the apron 
at Stanley Airport, only strengthens my belief that we must go for another new appliance and 
not a second hand firefighting unit. To buy second hand, or try limp along one deep, from 
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what I saw with my own eyes down there, would be a false economy and quite frankly 
bonkers. If any of my colleagues are in any doubt, then I would urge them to make the short 
journey down to the airport and take look for themselves.  
 
Returning to road matters, we are moving inexorably towards the starting of the Ross Road 
resurfacing works again. We will be starting at the East end down by the Public Jetty this 
time, but we are working on a way of doing it that will minimise disruption to those residents 
on that part of the road, as we are very much aware that some have a real need of being able 
to access, getting an access vehicle very close to their property, and of course, they will also 
need fuel for heating etc. and some of those houses only have access from the front for this.  
 
Talking of the public jetty, the piling rig did its thing before being dismantled and shipped 
back to the UK. It was a close run thing as it had to be on a vessel on a certain date, whether 
our piling had been finished or not. I now look forward to seeing Morrisons (Falklands) 
Limited getting back on site and getting the jetty underway.  
 
It has been noted that container trucks have started to appear once again on Philomel Hill. 
Although we haven’t, as far as I’m aware from the Public Works Department angle, any legal 
powers to stop them using Philomel Hill, we did for quite some time have a gentleman’s 
agreement that they would not use the hill for transporting containers due to its steepness and 
what might happen were there to be a mechanical failure on a tractor unit or a coupling etc.  I 
am long enough in the tooth to remember when a military crane lost it on the hill and came 
whistling down.  Somewhere in my collection of slides I have the evidence of what it did to a 
Land Rover, and we must never allow this to happen again. So, I would like to appeal to all 
contractors and businesses that, unless you have to deliver or retrieve a container from 
Philomel Hill, in the interest of public safety, please keep away from using that hill.  
 
We’ve recently had visits from delegations from both Paraguay and Brazil. I had the pleasure 
of taking them to Wall Mountain to view the demining work. Whilst both delegations were 
deeply interested in the process, and how and why the minefields were laid, I’m sorry to say 
the second trip up to the top of Wall Mountain in two weeks has really sent my poor old 
knees into a hissy fit, and I’m truly thankful that I didn’t have to climb back up there this 
week. I have to say though a big thank you to Guy and Julius for their briefings, and of 
course, not forgetting Christopher, the trauma medic from Zimbabwe, for putting up with us 
with such good humour and, of course, the demining crew on Wall Mountain who must have 
wondered what on earth was going on with us gawking at them through the fences as they 
worked. I also accompanied both groups on tours up to MPA, Darwin and San Carlos. I must 
thank all involved at MPA for their candour when doing a show and tell, plus the good folk 
of Darwin House for their kindness, and especially to our driver, Gary Clement, who brought 
history to life. Both groups were really impressed and moved by what they saw and heard on 
those days out. I’ve been seeing quite a bit of what is been put in the press by the journalists 
who are part of those visits and it is good to see that when someone comes to the Falklands 
and sees our country for themselves, and are left to make up their own minds as to what and 
who we are, then go away from here, they tend to go away from here completely converted. 
Truth, as both we and the Argentines well know, is a powerful animal and that is why the 
Argentines go to such lengths to try and stop such visits.  
 
It is not often that I find myself supporting anything Argentine, but on this occasion I am with 
the veterans from La Plata who are pretty miffed that the High Court dismissed the possibility 
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of investigating the torture and abuse suffered by Argentine soldiers during the war here in 
the Falklands by their superiors, and that is according to the Centre for Veterans from La 
Plata. It is known that there was abuse of Argentine soldiers by their officers during the 
invasion of the Falklands, and it beggars belief that the judicial system in Argentina seems to 
be shielding the torturers by blocking an investigation.  I, for one, would never want to be 
associated with a country that would do that.  
 
It must be the silly season of the Argentines papers. Indeed, my friend “Danny Boy” Filmus 
was trumpeting the fact that an Argentine and British swimmer were coming to the Falklands 
in March to attempt to jointly swim the Falklands Sound, clad only their bathing costumes, in 
the name of peace. I am a little confused, as every time I look around the Falklands it seems 
to be very peaceful, but there you go. Anyway, normally I would put them down as just being 
slightly silly and think no more of it, but even though the Argentine swimmer is saying in 
some interviews that the venture is non-political, the comment that he made in the early 
stages to an Argentine paper was anything but non-political, as he said he was completely 
sure that he would be treading on Argentine soil whilst in the Falklands. I think in all honesty 
that he and his partner will do as much for peace if they took a dip together in a municipal 
pool in Buenos Aires, and at least they would be safe from the attentions of Leopard Seals 
and Orcas. 
 
Finally, and yes, I guess we should always have a final moment, the story of the 50 buck note 
that the Argentines are going to issue that shows the map of the Falklands, Antarctica, a 
murderous chap called Rivero, and the sunken battleship that hit the headlines again. It has 
been made fun of, not by just us here in the Falklands and our supporters, but it looks as even 
though the Argentines themselves are critical of it. More and more Filmus and his bosses do 
seem to be getting out of whack with public opinion in their own country. What really annoys 
me intensely though, is that this 50 buck note, when I checked it last night, was only worth 
£3.69 real money. I know that the Government over on the coast doesn’t think too much of 
us, but come on, £3.69!  We’re worth a lot more than that. In fact as far as I’m concerned the 
Falklands are priceless. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the Motion I would like to, 
as portfolio holder for Fisheries, makes some comments about the events of last week, when 
sadly, nine Vietnamese fishermen jumped from two Taiwanese vessels in our harbours. I 
would firstly like to send sincere condolences to the families of the two men lost from the 
vessel that they jumped from in Port William. I think we were all very glad to hear that seven 
survived the ordeal when leaving a vessel in Stanley Harbour. There is a press release out this 
morning from the Chief of Police, which is quite a lengthy report I believe, with many facts 
for the public to hear, but I would just like to say that I understand that the seven surviving 
Vietnamese are to be repatriated to their country very shortly, and that the authorities state 
that any offences, if there were any, took place outside our jurisdiction, so there will be no 
prosecutions.  
 
I would like to firstly thank the staff of the Fisheries Department, and all the arms of the 
emergency services for co coordinating and carrying out the search and rescue effort over 
several days of last week. I would also like to thank the Commander British Forces for his 
forces and the resources from Mount Pleasant in the role that they played last week, 
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particularly for the helicopter search and rescue, and for the people on the ground who 
searched the coastlines for these people. I’d also like to thank the community for their part in 
these events. People were alert and aware of what was going on and did finally locate the 
survivors, and a sincere thanks to the community and their good spirit over this event.  
 
This is an international problem.  It varies depending on the types of fishery around the 
world, and unfortunately it does come to our shores.  The Falkland Islands Government takes 
these matters very seriously indeed.  Work is ongoing, working through the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office with the Embassies in the states of the flagged vessels, primarily 
Korea and Taiwan, when these incidences occur. The Fisheries Department inspects vessels 
when they come in for licencing, and checks that they have got sufficient lifesaving 
equipment on board, and have eyes and ears open when they do inspect these vessels, and I 
should comment that many vessels do reach those standards.  The Captains are interviewed 
and discussions are held about the sea conditions in which they are fishing.  Fishing vessel 
owners will be prosecuted by the Falkland Islands Authorities if mistreatment of the crew is 
proven in our jurisdiction, and it has happened in the past.  Companies and Captains will be 
banned from operating in Falklands waters if found guilty of crimes under Falkland Islands 
Law, and in fact a case has been brought to our Courts in previous years.  Fishermen will be 
repatriated, if they wish, as has happened in this case last week, but quite often they do ask to 
go back onto their vessels.   
 
MLAs, Falkland Islands Government Officials, Falkland Islands Fishing Companies 
Association and representatives from the Seamen’s Mission have held meetings last year to 
see just what can be done to (a) prevent these incidents from happening and (b) when they do, 
to better deal with the incident.  There is a Code of Practice in draft that we look forward to 
bringing to Executive Council shortly. Health and Safety and employment arrangements are 
the responsibility of the Flag State. This means for example the Falkland Islands vessels are 
subject to Falkland Islands law, wherever they operate in the world, and the same should 
apply to other flagged vessels. There are international agreements to which vessel owners 
should comply. Falkland Islands’ criminal law applies up to 12 miles from our shores. I 
would comment that the only major fishery in the Falkland Islands that is not under the ITQ 
system, where local companies hold the quota and manage fishing activities, is the Illex 
fishery, and I have to say to that many of the vessels that do operate in the Ilex fishery do 
meet reasonable standards. This situation might change in the future after the Falkland 
Islands Government has completed its review of the ITQ system which is currently 
underway.  We want to see what the benefits have been from introducing the systems some 
years ago, and it’s possible that Falkland Islands Government would be minded to look to 
moving the Ilex fishery into that system. One benefit of this would be that the Falkland 
Islands companies should become more involved in the operations, including arrangements 
related to crew. All other fisheries activity here is managed with the use of modern vessels 
that often have excellent facilities for crew and operate to high Health and Safety and 
environmental standards and protection. I would comment to that there is a review currently 
underway this morning by Officials to see what lessons can be learnt from last week’s events.  
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to support the Motion. 
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The Honourable Mr Ian Hansen  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the Motion for Adjournment I would 
like to begin by thanking The Honourable Phyl Rendell for all those remarks, and I’m pretty 
sure most of what she has said will, I hope, go some way to challenging the perception that is 
out there that FIG and the industry are doing nothing about the terrible incidents that have 
happened. I would just like to reiterate and assure people, we are.  
 
I wasn’t here for the last Assembly in January, I was overseas in Trinidad attending an energy 
conference which was very successful, both for Falkland Islands Government and the private 
sector, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mike Brough, Steve Dent and 
Martin Winward who were part of the delegation. I’d like to thank them for their input, they 
were excellent ambassadors and I’m sure they came away with a lot of good things out of it, 
in oil matters, education and health and safety.  
 
On public diplomacy matters I guess, I was reading some Mercopress articles this morning, 
two in particular, one from Congressman Maldaner from Brazil who was here, that was an 
extremely positive and interesting article, but just below that there was one from Mr Filmus 
who again has been in Guatemala, Nicaragua and El Salvador, I believe, and a couple of 
other places doing his normal thing, but I suspect we all know which article attracts the most 
interest. 
 
It only seems like last week, or the week before, when we completed 2014/15 budget, but this 
afternoon we will be beginning again.  At the Chamber of Commerce meeting last week we 
had a discussion about the amount of new posts that have been created over the last 2 years, 
and we weren’t really sure of the exact figure, I mean the number 70 was thrown into the 
ring. I did challenge that figure, and I did say I would get some correct figures, which I have 
now got. It might be interesting for people to know that over the last 2 years, 47 new posts 
have been created, which equates to an increase of 8.6 percent over the last 2 years. This is 
really quite diverse because out of all the departments there are actually 2 departments that 
have not increased posts at all, and have stayed level. One department has actually dropped, 
then the rest go from 100 percent increase down to anything to 2-3 percent and anything in 
between. So out of 627 total head count, 96 are casual staff. There is all that to take into 
account as well. But I think we have to be careful as a Government that we don’t create 
workloads for, in particular, places like the Policy Unit and Legislators, that we don’t create a 
lot of work for these places and then don’t give them resources to do it, because that just 
causes a back log.  It is a fine balancing act, I think, and from this budget I’m sure there will 
be departments that will be asking for new posts created, but I do hope for a very good 
reason, for that reason I think we should consider them if that is the case.  
 
Just a bit of information for the general public, the medium wave radio which has been off for 
several weeks now, touch wood, should be back on next week. Fitters have been down here 
for nearly 2 weeks, but of course, this is very much weather related when they are trying to 
repair and maintain this mast. They can extend for another 2 weeks if they don’t get finished, 
but hopefully, next week it should be up and running because this is quite a comprehensive 
piece of work. It not just includes repairing the parts that were broken or whatever, but it’s 
also maintenance of the stays and the mast itself which you know is rust removal and 
painting.  
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Finally Mr Speaker, I would just like to say I concur totally with MLA Short’s view of our 
current firefighting capacity of Stanley Airport, and I thank him in advance for his support.  
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to support the motion. 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. Following the sad loss of the two jigger crewmen 
recently, I’m pleased to hear the summary from the Honourable Phyl Rendell of some of the 
work that is taking place, and the actions to ensure that pressure is applied on boat owners 
and crewing agencies to provide better working conditions, and I join the Honourable Phyl 
Rendell in expressing sympathy for the loss of those two crew members.  
 
I was happy to be asked by members of the Antarctic Memorial Trust to play a small part in 
the unveiling and dedication of the Antarctic Memorial yesterday. It was especially designed 
to commemorate those from the Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey and British Antarctic 
Survey who did not return from their work in the Antarctic. It’s a new land mark for Stanley, 
and a reminder, if we needed one, of our long and valued links with Falkland Islands 
Dependencies Survey (FIDS) then British Antarctic Survey (BAS) and including the many 
Islanders who worked for those organisations in the Antarctic, whether doing the actual 
exploration and science, or supporting others doing it. 
  
I noted the information from the Honourable Ian Hansen about the number of new posts 
we’ve created, but it is a fact that many departments still seem to be short staffed and we 
know that recruitment is a problem in some of those, and we must be seriously careful not to 
overload some very willing workers, you know the saying: “flogging a willing horse….”.  
We really need to manage workloads for people. We’re developing fast, we’re modernising 
fast, but this all creates extra demands on individuals and departments.  
 
A couple of people have eluded to the visitors we’ve recently had to the Islands, and as we go 
into the budget, I have to say that one of the things we tell them that has them open -mouthed 
with envy, is the fact that we have reserves.  I hope as we go through the budget process that 
if we have to use any of those reserves, they are used for purposes that will create more 
development and more income, but we mustn’t risk draining those reserves because they are 
our guarantee of security in the future.  I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Michael Summers  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I will be brief. I would just like to thank all the 
emergency services who took part in the events of last week. They did so in a very 
professional and well-ordered manner, and I echo the sentiments of my Honourable colleague 
to thank the search and rescue effort from Mount Pleasant and the RIC for helping in the 
search.  
 
I’d also like to thank the emergency services for the professional way in which they have 
dealt with other issues that we’ve discussed recently: the outgoing flight from Mount Pleasant 
to Rio Gallegos last weekend went off without hitch, and all the protocols were put in place, 
appeared to work well, so thank you very much to all of the people involved in that.  
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Just a little update for everybody who is waiting for spectacles, the spectacles are on the boat 
which arrives next week. We are absolutely promised that our freight will be off first and 
they’ll be straight to Stanley, and the staff in the hospital will work to distribute the 
spectacles straight away, whatever the hour, whatever the day, so hopefully during next week 
everybody will be much more far sighted.  
 
I would just like to close by paying tribute; I think it’s appropriate to pay tribute here to the 
passing of Jessie and Stuart Booth. I didn’t know Stuart as a teacher; I did know him a little 
bit when he visited Port Howard when I was very young. I knew him a little bit at FIDC when 
I first came home, he was the chief accountant at FIDC for a while, but he was a very fine 
man and an honourable gentleman, and the country will miss him. His wife Jessie, of course, 
was very well known in the community as a Justice of the Peace, and she sat and dispensed 
justice in this court for many, many years. Many, many I’m sure will remember her very 
much for that.  She had a reputation of being, I think, “firm” would be a good way of putting 
it, so it is appropriate to note their passing with regret. 
 
 I support the Motion  
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I will be even briefer. I support the Motion.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the House stands adjourned accordingly. 
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Legislative Assembly 
Question for Written Answer 

 
Number 01/2015 by the Honourable Jan Cheek 

 
 
Please could the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby advise what is being done to cover vacancies in 
the secondary school in the interim while substantive post holders are being recruited? 
 
There are currently 4 vacancies at FICS that require covering. Broadly speaking the subjects 
are: 
 

• Geography 
• History 
• ICT / Business Studies 
• SEN 

 
For ease, I will address each in turn. 
 
Geography – the vacancy came about to internal promotion for an initial period of 6 months 
of      Mrs Brook taking up the position of Centre Manager at the Training Centre. 
Examination groups for Leisure & Tourism and Geography in Year 10 are being taught by 
the Headteacher and Deputy. In turn, Mrs Brook has retained her teaching commitments for 
Year 10 Geology and all Year 11 examination groups. Years 7-9 are being covered by a 
combination of teachers internally. A new timetable was devised to cover these groups from 
January until such a time as we can recruit a teacher to post. 
 
History – the vacancy has arisen due to a teacher leaving for health related matters. A supply 
teacher has been found from Australia and will begin work at FICS prior to the Easter break. 
The teacher will be at FICS until at least August. The teacher concerned has applied to work 
at FICS on a longer term basis and he will be interviewed against a short list of candidates for 
this post early in March. Currently, Mr Fogarty is covering Years 7-9 and the Headteacher is 
teaching all examination groups with the support of Mrs Kazmi. 
 
ICT / Business Studies – the vacancy has arisen due to a teacher leaving for health reasons. 
The position is currently being covered by a specialist teacher from the UK until 17 April. A 
combination of local supply and internal cover has been used to date. Business Studies is 
being taught by the Deputy Headteacher in conjunction with the specialist teacher. A 
successful appointment has been made and the teacher will take up post from the start of 
June. 
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SEN – the vacancy has arisen due to the death of staff member. Position has been covered by 
specialist teachers to date. We currently have secured on-going supply until August 2015 
when this post will be filled from overseas recruitment. 
 
Due to unforeseen circumstances we currently have two colleagues signed off for medical 
reasons which is also impacting on teaching and learning and resulting in internal cover 
having to be used. 
 
We continue to try and source supply teachers through various agencies. 
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