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The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 23 April 2015 

 
Prayers 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, I bid you good morning, and my usual reminder please about mobile 
phones to be turned off.   
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The Oath of Allegiance, Commodore Darren Bone MA, Royal Navy 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The confirmation of the Record of Legislative Assembly held on 26 March 2015. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, I have in front of me a record of that last meeting, is it your wish that I 
sign this as a true record. 
 
Aye  
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motions 

 
Motion Number 2 of 2015 by the Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Conscious of the long term reliance on contract workers to support the economy of the 
Falkland Islands, this House urges the Immigration Review Group to present policy options 
aimed at increasing the permanent resident population, and adopting immigration policies 
that encourage controlled growth. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, thank you. We are, as I think I say every time we do 
another status ceremony at Government House, by nature a country of immigrants. Although 
there are those of us who can count a number of generations, several of us in this house can 
count many generations, we are never the less all arrivals at one time or another in this 
country. It’s been important over all of our history that new people have come and refreshed 
the labour pool, refreshed the cultural identity of the Falklands and kept us moving forward. I 
have a feeling that over the last few years we’ve become bit lack lustre in our approach to 
immigration. We seem to have adopted a much controlling rather than an encouraging 
attitude towards immigration. I would just urge everybody to have a think about whether that 
is the right way to go and whether we should not be more pro-active in what we’re doing on 
immigration in the current time. I know that timing is always crucial, and it’s easy to put 
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things off and say: “oh well, we’ll wait till the next decision on that, or we’ll wait till the next 
on decision on something else”, but I think it is time we had a serious look at the way we 
approach immigration and make sure that we’re doing the best that we possibly can. 
 
There are two particular areas that we might focus on. One is that almost permanent 
population of people on work permits, We have a large section of the community who are 
here on contract terms. In my view, and I think the view of many others, we ought to be 
encouraging those people to become the new immigrants to the Falklands. I know that some 
do, but many don’t, they just come and go, and that’s not necessarily the best thing I don’t 
think for developing a nation. To develop a nation you need a constantly refreshed and 
permanent population. Stability is obviously important and so, are we necessarily talking 
about population growth here?  Not necessarily, but that is also a potential option we have 
been often told and often said amongst ourselves that a population of 3,000 is only just about 
sustainable in the very long term. We can manage, we will manage, we continue to manage, 
but with a larger population would we do better economically? Would we create more 
economic activities? Would there be more economic growth with a larger population, and 
those are issues, I think, we all need to grapple with and come up with some sensible 
proposals. But it is, I think, the replacement of the transient workforce that we ought to 
concentrate on the first instance and make sure that when we have people here working on 
contracts that we are encouraging, that we welcome them into the community, and we say 
“actually there are opportunities for people to stay here and live here”. Don’t be telling them 
“no, your wife can’t work. No, your husband can’t work. No you can’t do this, no you can’t 
do that”. Welcome people in and say “actually there is an opportunity here to join the 
community and help to create the new generations of Falkland Islanders that’ll take this 
country forward”.  
 
So, really it is about the balance between control and encouragement in my view. I’m not 
advocating that the controls that we have on people who come here should be any less, but 
they should be appropriate, they should be properly applied in the right manner, and be 
proportionate to what it is we are trying to achieve, but let’s be more encouraging and try to 
have more of our transient workforce become permanent Falkland Islanders, and I think that 
would be a good thing for the growth of our country.  
 
There are some practical issues to this, of course.  It is not just that it’s a good thing to have a 
larger permanent population, there are also cost implications of having people coming and 
going all the time, and I know that the Government spends a huge amount of money on 
recruiting and re-recruiting people who, with a little more effort, we might have encouraged 
to stay here. The private sector is in the same position, so we are currently looking, as 
Members will know, at some issues in immigration to increase the length of work permits so 
that people can stay a little longer, and we don’t force people out of the community too 
quickly on work permits, or force employers to go through the process of re-advertising and 
getting other people to fill vacancies when they’ve already got someone who is perfectly 
satisfactory for them, so we need to get that right, and the policy is being written on that at 
the moment and will come to Members fairly shortly, but on the broader subject of 
immigration policy generally, the purpose of this motion really is to stimulate some 
discussion amongst Members and amongst the community about what we want for ourselves 
in the longer term in terms of the size of our population, and the permanency of our 
population, and to make sure what we do is appropriate. I propose the motion.  
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The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, please bear with me, I came back from the UK with a bad 
dose of man flu I’m afraid, so I think I’m not feeling terribly great.  
 
I think this is a very important issue, and I agree with what the majority of my Honourable 
Colleague has just said. Immigration is often a very emotive subject, and I’ve just come back 
from the UK where they’re in the throes of a general election campaign where immigration is 
forming a large and an important part of the discussions. Many people are trying to put fear 
into the population in the UK of uncontrolled immigration, and that is wrong, I think. 
Immigration, people believe, is good for the economy and if you’re talking about a big 
country, then I think I can see the problem where people are worried that millions of people 
might immigrate to the United Kingdom for instance.  Some people believe that there cannot 
be any restrictions on population movements, but there have to be practical restrictions on 
how people move from one country to another. The question about how beneficial will those 
new workers be is causing great debate in the political scene in the UK at the moment, and 
there’s great concern in the UK and in other countries that if a large number of people move 
into a country, that those people have to, in some way, integrate into the country in which 
they’re choosing to live, and that is vitally important. I think in the Falkland Islands that’s 
been achieved.  I think the people who have moved here, be they from whichever country, are 
now part of our community and people will view them as Falkland Islanders. Yes ,they will 
be whatever they were from their original country, be they Chileans or be they Russians or be 
they Welsh, or whatever, they retain those core values at the bottom, but more importantly, 
they have become Falkland Islanders.  As my Honourable colleague says, we need to make 
greater efforts to encourage people to stay in the Islands as long term immigrants. We have, 
not unusually we see people asking for extension of contract terms well beyond a time when 
a person could become PRP or receive Falkland Islands Status. We tend to approve those 
requests at EXCO because, as my Honourable Colleague says, the question is: well, if we get 
rid of that person, we’re going to have to recruit someone else, and the cost implications on 
recruitment side, but then again we can’t force people to stay, but we do need to encourage 
people rather than stay for 8, 9 or 10 years on a work permit as a contract officer, we really 
should be saying to those people you have to make a choice, if you feel you want to work 
here 8, 9, 10, 12 years then you should become a Falkland Islander, apply for Permanent 
Residency Permit, apply for Falkland Islands Status. We need to come up with a way that we 
can encourage people to do that.  
 
I’ve mentioned the United Kingdom, and it’s a big issue there, the problem with immigration. 
We’ve also seen the awful scenes in the Mediterranean where thousands of people are dying 
in the Mediterranean, and attempt to get out from a country where they are being persecuted 
or where the economy is very poor, and countries in Europe are finding it very difficult to 
deal with that mass immigration. The Falkland Islands is somewhat different in the sense that 
we are a community that really hasn’t grown much.  I think that most people were surprised 
when we had our last census. We felt the economy was thriving as it is, we felt that the 
population was growing, but actually, when the census was done there really was no 
significant change in our permanent population and that was surprising and also 
disappointing. We’ve had many reports in regards to our employment and practices in the 
Falkland Islands and many of those reports show that really we have no unemployment, as 
we know, but the fact is that maybe 20 or 30% of people have 2 jobs. In other words, we’re 
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already short of people, and if those people were to say they just want to do one job, we’d 
have a huge problem. We have to grow our population. Without a growth in our population 
the Islands are not sustainable now with the discovery of oil. We already have one proven oil 
find, Sea Lion Field. As and when that gets developed and oil starts to flow there will be a 
huge peak in the number of temporary workers we need to actually build the infrastructure to 
cope with that, but once that is up and running the reports show that we’re going to need at 
least another 175 full time workers over the next 25 years to maintain the steady state of that 
field with also many more off shore. Those 175 people and their families we hope that they 
will be permanent residents. It will be a crazy situation if those 175 just continue to turned 
around every 2 years. So we must look to grow our population such as we can cope with what 
we know is going to happen, that the Sea Lion Field is going to need long term workers.  
 
The Falkland Islands, Argentina will have you say, is an implanted population. The United 
Kingdom just plumped a whole load of people on a boat and sent them down here. Now we 
all know that is absolutely untrue, and the Falkland Islands population has grown, as most 
countries grow, by people moving here.  In our last census it showed that our population, if 
we ask people where they were born, we have over 50 countries represented here from place 
of birth. It’s a multi-cultural, multi-ethnic population we have even though we only have 
3,000 people. The census also shows that we have a large and growing percentage of our 
population coming from South America. Large percentage of Chileans who have chosen to 
make the Falklands their home, they are an integral part of our community and without them 
our community wouldn’t be what it is. We do have to grow our population and the Falkland 
Islands, as I say, is in a unique situation where we can look to how we recruit, and one of the 
things we need to discuss is where should our recruitment be targeted. Should we be looking 
to recruit mainly from the United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand, South America or 
wherever because if we are increasing our population, people will need to make those 
decisions, need to think about them. It doesn’t mean we have a closed door policy to anybody 
that wants to work here, but it maybe that we should be targeting certain parts of the world as 
our prime recruitment areas.  
 
So, I really think in summary that we are at a situation where we think we all agree our 
population must grow.  How we do that is something I hope will come out of this 
consultation, this discussion that is going with the immigration, but I think it’s also vitally 
important that the public have an input into this as well, so as that discussion, as that 
immigration process proceeds, I think we then need to involve the public into how they see 
the population, and how they see our country growing, because I think that’s very important 
that we take the public with us.  
 
Mr Speaker, I second the Motion.   
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any Members who wish to speak to the Motion? 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
  
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I’m fortunate in that I sit on the Immigration 
Review Group that’s chaired by the Honourable Mike Summers, so I’ve had a chance over 
recent months to give this issue some considerable thought and, true to form, I think bounced 
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back and forth on it, and depending on who I’m talking to, and what I’m reading at the time, 
but I think gradually I started to reach a conclusion in my own mind. I think with a motion of 
nature is that there is a natural inclination to get into the detail of immigration, but it was 
framed in such a way to try and keep us on a strategy and overall approach so that’s what I’ll 
focus on here.  
 
I think that the motion itself raises two issues in my mind to which have both been laid out by 
Honourable colleagues, and the first issue is whether we want to see an increased permanent 
resident population. As has been mentioned, the last census showed that we have about just 
under 2,500 permit residency if you exclude MPA, and roughly 30% of that population did 
not deem themselves to be permanent residents, so we got 2,500 people, 70% are permanent 
residents, 30% are non-permanent residents. A direct comparison with earlier census data 
isn’t particularly easy because I don’t think there is direct comparison, sadly, but from my 
interpretation of the data, I think that relative kind of proportion has been quite stable over 
the last 10-15 years.  
 
I have to say, I really, personally, do support this element of the motion.  I think we should be 
seeing that ratio move towards a higher proportion of permanent residents. It feels a bit kind 
of arbitrary to assign a figure to it, and we may be almost a bit arrogant for want of a better 
word. I think sometimes we over-estimate how much control Members have over these 
issues, but certainly, I think we should be looking at policy tools to try and encourage people 
to make the Islands their permanent home.  I think ultimately you don’t need to say: “well, it 
needs to be 90% permanent residents, 10% non-permanent”, because if you come up with the 
right policy tools you’ll gradually move towards that anyway. 
 
The second element of the Motion asks for measures to encourage controlled growth of the 
overall population moving on from this 2,500 figure which seems to have been relatively 
stable over the last 10 years or so. Again, I’m supportive of the sentiment, I don’t think many 
wouldn’t be. However, as always, the devil will be in the detail on this one, and I think this is 
an area where we do need a total population figure in mind.  We need to sit down and give 
that some thought, and have the public discussion that people have referred to here, and really 
try come to some general consensus on what that figure might look like. I mean, personally, 
the current population feels kind of right to me. It’s nice, we’ve still got a way of life here 
that I think is enviable, and I wouldn’t like to see it grow massively.  I think 5000 people 
would be too many in my mind. It would change the structure of Stanley, it would change 
what’s so kind of valuable about living here, but 3,500 might be more manageable, and if you 
looked at that over a 10 year period, 2-3% growth per annum which I think would be 
manageable from public services perspective, and it would also make sure it doesn’t start to 
feel like a much larger town, and it’s also important, I think it’s something we’ve committed 
to in a number of places such as the rural development strategy, that we look at how we can 
make sure the population growth is split between Stanley and the Camp.  I think it’s a really 
difficult area to get right, but it’s important that any policy tools that the Immigration Review 
Group comes up with has that in mind and tries to suggest how we might achieve that goal. I 
think that’s about it from me. Thank you, Mr. Speaker I support the motion.  
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, as the Honourable Mike Summers pointed out pretty 
much everyone around this table is an immigrant or descended from immigrants. I’ve done a 
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bit of research and I think five of us can count about six generations and one, the acting 
Attorney General, is 7th generation. I think we can learn a lot from the way the Islands were 
settled over the years. I can count in my own ancestry five different nationalities so, as 
important as bringing in diverse skills, new labour, I’ve often joked it’s important and it’s not 
really a joke it’s important that the gene pool is also refreshed. The kind of variety of people 
who land here, sometimes by accident, sometimes intentionally, and see opportunities and 
take them, I think most of the early settlers were people who’d come from perhaps countries 
where their lives were difficult. They wanted better lives for themselves or their families or 
they were adventurous. But what they all had in common was a hardiness that enabled them 
to survive in the difficult early years.  
 
No-one looking at the job adverts today could be in any doubt that we still need more people. 
I believe, as has already been said, we could do a lot more to encourage people who’ve 
already spent time in the Islands to settle. They have experienced the way of life here, 
hopefully accepted it’s a little different from whichever suburbia or where they left, and 
they’ve learnt to live with the unique small hardships that come with living in a remote place, 
and they therefore have no unrealistic expectations. There’s always a danger if you say ‘come 
and immigrate into the islands’ that people might come with expectations of a lifestyle that is 
rather different from the one they find.  
 
We also have to recognise that there are some constraints.  In spite of the commitment by this 
Assembly and the last to creating housing infrastructure and assisting house building by 
selling subsidised plots, there is still a large demand. Therefore controls are needed to ensure 
that everyone is properly housed, we don’t ever want to get into a situation where there are 
people homeless or struggling to find a home. We want to make sure that people have an 
opportunity to build or buy affordable housing. We must also be conscious at all times of the 
pressures of increased numbers will put on our services such as education and medical. 
Although the upside is that with more people we should be better able to man those services. 
Above all, common sense should be allowed to prevail. If we set ourselves in too rigid a set 
of rules, as we’ve seen in the past sometimes, we have a nonsense where a person who is 
already contributing to life in the Islands in innumerable ways, sometimes well outside their 
job description, if they were to fill in the forms we currently have, some of them will not have  
made the grade. So we have to be sure that the system is sufficiently flexible to manage 
situations where we have a willing, able settler and we make it easier to allow them to settle.  
 
So, I support controlled growth in principle as you would expect, as when we were asked at 
the beginning of the second year of this Assembly what our priority would be, mine was to 
see something more happen in the field of immigration. So, I’m pleased to support the 
Honourable Mike Summers in urging himself as a member of the Review Group to get on 
with it. I support the Motion.  
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Colleagues, I thank my Honourable friend Mike Summers for 
raising this particular issue, and I would like to second his point about being more 
encouraging and more welcoming. The Falkland Islands people across the whole Islands are 
well known for their welcoming attitude and I think that it’s rather sad that this same attitude 
does not apply within the job markets. Our small population will always need contractors, but 
not enough of them are encouraged to stay and become those permanent residents that were 
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referred to by the Honourable Michael Poole. I don’t believe we’re doing enough for our own 
work force, our own resident people in making it a career structure where they can see a 
future for themselves within the Islands and working up through Government, so there’s two 
themes there, we need to be more welcoming to the contractors, and more supportive of our 
own people to ensure that they are given the right access to promotion throughout the job 
market they’ve chosen.  
 
Mr Speaker, it’s difficult to draw up a route map when you don’t know where you are going. 
Do we need growth in the population? Do we need a greater percentage of permanent 
residents? Do we allow the economy to grow naturally, jobs will be increased naturally and 
we will need people to come in and fill those jobs? We do need to actually sit down and be 
able to formulate a policy on where we want to go, as I said previously, it’s difficult to draw 
up a route map when you don’t know where you’re going. Currently, we have no un- 
employment, many people have many jobs and actually I would like to see that remain. I 
would hate to see a figure put on immigration; let’s bring in 100 people in the next 2 years. If 
we don’t have the jobs, what are they going to do? It must be controlled and I must say I 
favour the process of natural selection as it’s a common sense approach.  As a colleague on 
my left, the Honourable Jan Cheek, has already said, as the economy grows, jobs will grow 
and we will bring in those people. If there is a huge requirement for the oil industry, it’s 
going to be here for 25 years or 30 years. That in itself is going to bring in and provide 
opportunities for a whole lot more people, but let us go back to the beginning, and I say be 
more encouraging to those contractors that come in, but also ensure that we look after our 
own people as well.  
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker.   
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to talk to this motion, you will probably not be 
surprised to know, I am bit of a “Doubting Thomas”. This is a very nice, bland statement, and 
it would be very hard to disagree with it in any shape or form. It’s very much like the 
Argentine saying ‘let’s talk’.  It’s what lies behind it that you have to be so careful to get 
right, and know what you’re doing. I very much like to associate myself many of the views 
expressed by the Honourable Jan Cheek, and indeed the Honourable Roger Edwards.  
 
There’s one bit missing, and I’ve always said this even when I had immigration myself. 
Anything we put out, it has to be, at the very core, it has to be the protection of what I see as 
the native Falkland Islander. Yes, we all came from immigrants. Yes, my family’s been 
around now for getting on 170 years. Some families, and the Biggs’, even longer. I no longer 
see myself as a son of an immigrant. I see myself now as a native Falkland Islander. My 
country, I sink or I flourish with my country, and I think anything we do has to have at its 
very core the native population that we have here, and I do not want to see anything done that 
will allow a large influx of people, or a large or radical change that would make it harder for 
Falkland Islanders to pick up work, and some of them are having trouble even now, so I think 
whatever we get up to has to be done very carefully.  
 
I do agree we should be perhaps more welcoming. I know we have had people who would 
have liked to have stayed here. For whatever reason, we seem to have put barrier after barrier 
in their place and they’ve went. Also there’s the point system I think that could do with 
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tweaking. Myself and Dick Sawle, when we had immigration, changed that so that the policy, 
so that the point system can be tweaked easily now and if we’re not doing it then that’s our 
problem, we can’t really blame anyone else but ourselves. Also I once jokingly said, some 
time ago now, we should look at what the rest of the world’s doing, study it in great depth, 
and do exactly the opposite as they haven’t half got themselves in a right mess, and if we 
look at UK there’s nothing to commend what they are doing.  
 
I think we do have a chance here in the Falklands to actually get it right, but really I do have 
to echo what’s been said. We really need to ask ourselves the big question first: what is it we 
want for the future, what do we want it to look like?  I don’t think we’ve answered that 
question yet, and until we do, anything else we try and do is just tweaking around the edges. I 
think we can be more welcoming. We probably do need the population to grow a little bit 
more, but we are to be careful how we go about it. I hear mentioned that there are some 
people that have one or two jobs or two or three jobs.  Well, some of them are not just doing 
it because it’s fun and they like having two jobs. They are doing it because they need the 
money, and if you introduce more people, that is going to squeeze them possibly out of their 
means of income. Also we have to be careful. If you look at statistics and say: yes, we do 
need lots of people, we probably need another two librarians, lots of abattoir workers, 
seasonal drivers, they’re seasonal, what are they going to do in the winter? It’s no good 
having people around who have nothing to do in the winter and probably go onto benefits 
where that’s going to cost our country more. We have to be extremely careful for what we do. 
Yes, we do need some growth I agree, we do need to be slightly more welcoming, but we 
have to be jolly careful how we go about it. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. I’m rising in support of this Motion and I particularly pick out the 
words from the Motion where it refers to increasing the permanent residents population, and I 
welcome the words from the Honourable Mike Summers, who tells me or tells the House that 
there are changes, and regulations are being drafted currently and will soon come to 
Executive Council and to this House, I hope for implementation.  In those changes I do hope 
we can see some quick wins whereby we can look at the work permits bureaucracy and try 
and lengthen the work permits for some of our contract staff, so that they can have a work 
permit for three or four years, and within that period of time they would then also be here 
long enough to consider becoming permanent, and apply for permanent residence. I think it’s 
important that people see the Falkland Islands, understand our values, and want to live here 
first before they take any big steps, and we want to see them too. So, I like the process where 
people come here, work here on a work permit and then perhaps transfer to PRP and then I 
hope Status within seven years. I think that’s a natural progression and I think that should 
take care of the concerns of the Honourable Gavin Short.  
 
I think what’s the problem with our current system is with the work permit system we have 
currently, after two years your job has to be advertised. It’s not very welcoming, it puts 
people in a stage of uncertainty during that period of time, and they often think: “Well, I’ll 
look at the job section in the paper and ‘oh there’s a good job over in South Africa or 
Australia, I’m off’”.  So, I think if we extended the work permit period for some, perhaps not 
for everybody, but for some jobs that we have here, and that’s for the Working Group to 
work on, I think that would be a much more natural progression then for people progressing 
to staying here and becoming permanent residents. I think that takes care of that matter. 
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I agree with the Honourable Michael Poole that we do need to also look at the bigger picture 
and look to see where we want to be. If we have an oil industry here, inevitably we will have 
transient workers, and I think we have to accept that there will be people who will be 
transient. We’re not going to fill all those jobs with permanent workers, but we need to look 
at the big picture, consult our constituents, and have a feel of whether the figures that the 
Honourable Mike Poole mentioned are really what we are looking at, which I tend to concur 
with, but I think if we have an oil industry working here permanently, then inevitably there 
will be that transient population, as well as hopefully, a growth in our permanent population.  
 
Mr Speaker, I support the motion.  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I do support this motion. I think it’s, I 
wouldn’t say long overdue, but certainly time that the Immigration Review Group stepped up 
a gear, I guess, and no criticism what’s been happening in the past. Honourable Colleagues 
have mentioned whether we should have 3,000 people, should we have more in the Islands, 
but I think a question we have to ask ourselves is: can we actually sustain our economy with 
the population of 3,000 if, say for instance, 70% are over 70. It’s not just the fact of having an 
amount of people in the Islands, it’s getting the balance of the ages right I think as well, and 
that has to be addressed with encouraging younger people to come in who have different 
skills and so on.  
 
I think the key point in this statement or this Motion to me is the last couple of words, 
controlled growth.  I think the Honourable Jan Cheek mentioned that even a relatively small 
influx of people will have quite an impact on, for instance, our education system and our 
health system and possibly other things as well, so certainly controlled growth to me is very 
important. I think, at the risk of being repetitive, I could actually mention other things that 
other colleagues have mentioned, but as I say, that will be just repetitive. I do support this. 
Common sense has been mentioned a few times and knowledge. I remember a quote, once 
someone saying ‘knowledge is knowing that the tomato was a fruit, common sense is not 
putting it in a fruit salad’ I support this motion.  
 
The Honourable Mike Summers 
 
Mr Speaker thank you, and thank you to colleagues for all those contributions. I think there 
are a number of themes that do arise fairly readily out of the discussions that we’ve had so 
far, and perhaps the overriding theme is that the sustainability of our economy is absolutely 
key, and the size of the population has to be proportionate to the size of the economy, and if 
we ever get that out of kilter, then I think we’ve got it wrong. There are a number of issues 
about diversity and I think they too are important.  Diversity of culture and diversity of skills 
are key issues for us.  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen was probably the only one who mentioned demographics, and 
actually that too is an important issue. We hear a lot about the ageing population.  The way to 
support an ageing population is to have more younger people, so we have to keep an eye on 
the demographics and if needs be try to adjust them if we can. That has to be done in the 
context of stability.  
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The comments about the balance between Camp and Stanley are clearly very important. 
There is a shortage of labour in Camp as much as there is in Stanley these days, and so we 
mustn’t focus entirely on Stanley. The word “flexibility” was used by a number of people and 
that is absolutely critical to any system that we put in place.  
 
There is a progression to Status.  We have said to everybody overseas who will ever listen to 
us when we talk about self-determination, but there were no native population in the Falkland 
Islands, there was no native population in the Falkland Islands, we are all over time a nation 
of immigrants. I entirely agree with the Honourable Gavin Short that some have been here 
longer than others, but I don’t think that makes them any more or less valuable than those 
people who have more recently chosen to become status holders. The moment you are a 
status holder you’re a citizen, you’re a native, you’re one of us, and I think that’s a really 
important message in this whole discussion. So we have to make sure we get the progression 
to status right, so it’s through the work permit, through permanent residents permits, into 
status, into becoming a Falkland Islander and a full citizen of the Islands.   
 
Finally, just in finishing up, and I just reflect up on a comment that was made to me by 
somebody I met in Canada relatively recently, we were having a discussion about 
hydrocarbons and what would happen in the offshore industry there, and what was happening 
here etc. etc. and after we’d finished, this man hadn’t said anything very much all through the 
meetings, he came up to me afterwards and he said “I really admire your people. The 
Falkland Islands is one of the most impressive examples of nation building I have ever seen”. 
That’s our task to continue that.  
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, the motion before the House is: that conscious of the long term 
reliance on contract workers to support the economy of the Falkland Islands, this House urges 
the Immigration Review Group to present policy options aimed at increasing the permanent 
resident population and adopting Immigration Policies that encourage controlled growth.  
 
Is there any objection to passing that motion?  There is no objection. That motion is therefore 
passed.  
 
Deputy Clerk 
 
Portfolio report of the Honourable Michael Poole. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I believe because I missed an Assembly  meeting earlier 
this year because I was overseas that this is my first update since around the middle of last 
year, so there’s a few points I’ll cover, and my areas of responsibility include the Policy Unit, 
Public Diplomacy Coordination, Tourism and Environmental Planning, so quite a broad area.  
I’ll begin just by updating on a few points that I’ve mentioned around the middle of last year 
when I was updating the House.  A few bits that have moved on since.  
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Firstly, I think my Honourable Colleagues and others in the community will be interested to 
hear that we’re increasingly close to completing the 2013 GDP figures. People will remember 
that we published last year the 2011 and 2012 figures and the 2013 numbers should be out in 
the next few weeks, and I think we’re almost up to the point where we are publishing almost 
as quickly as they can be. Because we are reliant on tax data in the area of Gross Domestic 
Products estimate, there’s always going to be a lack, so I think the Policy Unit are looking 
improving that system and they have the ability to do surveys to try and get numbers out 
more quickly, but I think we’re always going be to 12-18 months behind, sadly. 
 
Last year I also talked about some work that the Environmental Planning Department had 
been doing looking at Environmental Impact Assessments, and regulations in that area for 
larger scale developments in the Islands. That work did result in a paper to Executive Council 
earlier this year which was actually bounced back to the Environmental Planning Department 
to take another look at it. I think the concern of Executive Council at the time was that maybe 
we may be looking at over-complex regulations and that a more pragmatic approach could be 
taken in this area. Something along the lines of giving the Head of Environmental Planning 
the power to call for an EIA when they deem it was in the public interest to do so, and a bit of 
definition around what they need to do, what boxes needed to be ticked to call for an EIA and 
I think that this re-worked proposal will now come back to Executive Council next month so 
hopefully the work that’s been done there will meet with the Honourable Colleagues 
approval.  
   
Also in June of last year we were talking about the Tourist Board moving to a Statutory 
Corporation. As this House is well aware and many in the community are too,  this transition 
is now complete, and the new structure has been operating for almost 4 months, and I think 
it’s early days, but in my mind I think it has been a very positive start and that really goes 
down to the hard work of the new Chair, new Vice Chair and the new Chief Executive 
Officer as well. 
   
We have had two Tourist Board meetings in the last couple of months, and the Tourist Board 
also hosted an informal end-of-season meeting, and we’ve had Tourism awards too, and I 
think that the end of season discussion, which was very well attended, was really useful. I 
think it is a practice we’ll restart again. There were a number of points that were raised in that 
meeting, issues concerning those involved in the tourism industry and I think most of them 
are a pretty practical nature, and I’d just like to reassure people that a small working group 
has been formed to pick those issues up, and to work with relevant Government departments 
and private companies to see some of those issues through. Just to give a couple of examples 
that there was clear feedback on the need to improve facilities at Gypsy Cove which is clearly 
quite a well-used tourism spot. There was also clear feedback to look at improving signage all 
around the Islands to make sure people know where they are going when they rent a vehicle, 
so work is being done in those areas, and I know there will be reports back from the Tourist 
Board in due course. 
  
In parallel to that work, the Board has also discussed an indicative programme of overseas 
international tourism events that FITB is likely to be representing at in 2015. This programme 
will be budget dependent, obviously. We are still in the middle of the budget process, and I 
think the Board will need to take another look at it before it’s finalised, but at this point I 
think we would be looking at increasing our presence to 4 new main tourism events, one in 
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Berlin, a couple in the US and one in the UK as well, which I think is very beneficial now 
that we have capacity based in the UK, but I think the new Board are very clear that this 
continued overseas marketing does need to go hand in hand with development of the local 
industry.  It’s important for a local tourism operation and that’s why we’ve agreed we need to 
review or refresh the Tourism Development Strategy over this winter so that we have a very 
clear idea of our relative focus on developing local industry and marketing internationally.  
 
Moving on from Tourism, I’ll just update very briefly on the Development Plan Consultation 
that has just closed earlier this month. As many will be aware, the Development Plan consists 
of both the Structure Plan, which covers Camp, and the Town Plan which obviously has the 
detail of the development of Stanley. I think it is the latter of those which has taken the most 
focus throughout this process; however, both are clearly very important documents. The 
consultation that closed recently was the second major consultation on these draft documents 
after some consultation that was undertaken around the middle of last year. This most recent 
consultation was the statutory obliged consultation lasted for almost 3 months. We have only 
received 18 responses during that period which sounds like quite a low number and I guess it 
is, it’s perhaps bit disappointing, but I would note that a number of those responses were from 
organisations, so I think we’re representing quite big interests in quite a wide range of people, 
and because it’s the second time people have had a chance to comment on this, I don’t think 
it’s a major concern, and I would say that it’s been well advertised. Hopefully, everyone has 
been aware of this, and if they haven’t commented that’s because they are content with it, or 
haven’t really got into it in enough depth to comment. 
 
In terms of next steps in this area, we have plans for an extraordinary Planning and Building 
Committee meeting in May where we will discuss the consultation feedback, and we’ll go 
through that as a committee and any comments the committee might have in response to 
those consultation responses, and then that will all be pulled together and sent to Executive 
Council which is planned for August.  There’s a bit of a gap in the middle there because to 
get this right it takes some time to tabulate all of that, and make sure it’s in a readable format, 
and a format that Executive Council make some decisions on. 
 
Finally in my portfolio area, I will just briefly update on the South Atlantic Environmental 
Research Institute, or SAERI as we call it. SAERI has been in existence for about two and 
half years now I think, and I think these early stages of its development, I think it is fair to 
characterise those as a success, I don’t think there’s much dispute on that. The Institute has 
grown from an initial 1.5 employees, to over a dozen now, that are involved in a wide range 
of projects and research. I won’t go into all the detail on the projects they are looking at 
because I think are quite well publicised, and SAERI itself does a very good job of talking 
about those publicly. However, from Honourable Members’ perspective, the discussions 
around SAERI most recently have been focused on its future development, and its eventual 
separation from the Falkland Islands Government, both practically and financially. As it 
stands, SAERI in effect operates as an FIG department in a number of respects, and the 
Government funds the majority of its underlying operating costs, though clearly they bring in 
a lot of project based funding as well. This is far from an ideal situation, but it was always 
recognised that during the first phase of its development it would require institutional support 
from FIG to “pump prime it” effectively.  
 
Discussions in this year’s budget round have been around the issue of when SAERI will be 
ready to move to phase two of its development as we’ve been calling it. In-principle support 
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was given by Executive Council last year to SAERI to look to register as a charity both here 
in the Falklands and overseas, and also to look at having a commercial company arm for any 
consultancy work it might pick up, which is a growing area that they’ve done some work in, 
an environmental impact assessment through the oil industry, most recently. However, as is 
often the case, this has become more time-consuming and complicated than originally 
envisaged, so this move to phase two looks increasingly unlikely to occur by the 1st July as 
we may have originally hoped, so I think Assembly Members will have a decision to make as 
to whether we are comfortable extending phase one of the Institute’s development, and that 
will be coming to Budget Select Committee and to Executive Council in the next few weeks, 
but I think it is fair to say that nobody within FIG wishes to see support withdrawn 
prematurely, clearly we all have an interest in making sure that SAERI continues to develop, 
and we will tie down that detail over a few weeks and make sure people are updated on it. 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, that concludes my portfolio update.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Honourable Member wish to comment or raise a question?  
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, as second to the Honourable Michael Poole on the 
Environmental Planning portfolio, I think I know the answer to the question I’m going to ask 
him, but I thought it would be good to ask it publicly anyway, and that is: can he give an 
assurance that those people who responded in the first phase of the consultation will have 
their comments taken into account when we look at the limited number of comments we’ve 
received on the 2nd phase? 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, and thanks to my Honourable Colleague for her question. I’m pretty 
certain the answer to that is: yes. Most of those comments from the original consultation will 
have been captured when the updated plan went to Executive Council for publication prior to 
the Statutory Consultation which we’ve just completed. If they haven’t already been taken 
into account I will make sure they are brought to Executive Council’s attention when it 
comes to Executive Council in August.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
I thank The Honourable Member. I do think it’s important because many people would have 
thought having commented once they shouldn’t have to trot out the same comments again. 
Thank you.  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. Just a very small point if I may ask the Honourable Member, you 
mentioned when you were talking about tourism, you mentioned signage around the Islands. 
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You may not be aware that the Rural Development Strategy has in its budget a funding for 
signage for tourism purposes, and I just wanted reassurance that we’re not doubling up on 
this, two things happening when only one could be. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. I can reassure my Honourable colleague that yes, I should make that 
clearer. The work that’s going on within the Tourist Board is in conjunction with the Rural 
Development Strategy and there certainly won’t be any duplication of effort. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Were there any other comments or questions? 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his report. If I just touch on tourism please, if I may. 
There has been some criticism in certain quarters that some incumbents within the tourism or 
Tourist Board have not visited all parts of the Falklands where tourism happens, and would 
the Honourable Michael Poole be able to assure me, as best he can, that the new incumbent 
will have it as part of his job description to be instructed to go out to all parts of the Falklands 
where tourism does happen, people talk to them, find out what it’s all about, what the 
problems are. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I thank my Honourable colleague for his comment and question 
there. It’s not a conversation I’ve had with the newly appointed Chief Executive Officer, but I 
certainly think there’s a consensus on the Board that that’s a requirement absolutely, and I 
don’t think that the new CEO, Steph., would disagree with that. I haven’t seen her induction 
programme as yet, I’m sure that will involve visiting as wide a range of tourism destinations 
as is possible. Clearly she has a day job at the same time, but I’m certain she will be putting 
in the effort into visiting places over the next few months, so I will raise that at our next 
discussion.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I would just like to thank the Honourable Michael Poole for his reply, brilliant stuff and I’m 
sure it will go down very well with everyone in the tourist industry. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other comments or questions? 
 
No. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
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Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, my Portfolio is Natural Resources so I’m 
going to be briefing you on Fisheries, activities in the Fisheries Department and then in 
Agriculture.  
 
Starting off with Fisheries science, with the Illex it’s been another bumper year in this most 
important Falkland fishery. Practically all 105 licensed jigging vessels, which are mainly 
Taiwanese and Korean, fished in Falklands waters since the official opening of the Illex 
fishery on 15 February. Mean daily catches per vessel were high, varying between 30 tonnes 
and 47 tonnes per night, but on the 8th April, the daily catch hit a new record with 7,934 
tonnes of squid taken by jiggers and trawlers. Quite unusual for this period of time, dense 
aggregations of Illex appeared early from the Argentine EEZ in the western part of Falklands 
Conservation Zone. So far, the fishery has caught about 195,000 tonnes of Illex in Falkland 
waters, a record catch at this point in the season, at least in the last 25 years of the fishery, but 
this of course hasn’t overtaken the total record for 2014 that we had. We will have to wait 
and see when the Illex Fishery closes if the overall total surpasses even what was caught in 
2014.  
 
Turning to Doryteuthis gahi or more commonly known as Loligo or also Falklands Calamari, 
the fishery did very well until 5 April 2015, with the total catch over 18,000 tonne, this is 
higher than the average catch at this point in the last decade. However, after that date Illex 
aggregations spread to the south and south-east of the Falkland Islands, which has happened 
only for the second time in the fishery’s history, but for the first time in such huge quantities. 
During the last ten days, captains in the Loligo fishery have been catching up to 40-70 tonne 
of Illex instead of Loligo. Such a large migration of Illex into Loligo fishing grounds may 
impact the abundance of Falklands calamari both during this and especially second seasons, 
as Illex predates on small Loligo. So you can see these dramatic figures and our scientists are 
studying with great interest and we will look with interest to the outcome of these dramatic 
changes of in our Fishery.  
 
I should add, too, in the last few days measures have been taken to close part of the Loligo 
fishery by one week earlier than the licences currently run to, to try to reduce catches of 
Loligo to allow escapement for the second season.  
 
Fisheries Statistical Annual Report is just been made available, it’s in digital format and this 
includes information on all fisheries up to the end of 2014. There’s an up-to-date review of 
squid fisheries due to be published as a separate issue in the publication “Reviews in 
Fisheries Science and Aquaculture”. This is a major work and Dr. Sasha Arkhipkin at the 
Fisheries Department has been the leading author in this review. The review is co-authored 
by 55 scientists from all continents except the unpopulated Antarctic. It is hoped that the 
review will be useful to marine biologists and fishery scientists studying squid and other 
cephalopods, as well as to fishery managers who will be interested in squid.  
 
Now turning to a more practical aspects of the Fisheries Department, FIPASS and Marine 
Activities.  With FIPASS, a temporary surface has now been applied to the RoRo area to 
allow for launches to operate until a more substantive surface and works are completed on 
that RoRo area. The UTM or the Ultrasonic Thickness Measurement survey of FIPASS 
should start next week. And the contractual arrangements for the urgent major works on 
FIPASS are being finalised, and again work should commence immediately, so it’s a good 
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position to be in now, I think, with FIPASS. We’re actually making progress, identifying 
issues and putting into some major work programmes to improve and extend FIPASS’ life.  
 
Work on marine policy and legislation is continuing, with an action plan being worked on to 
set out the steps and changes necessary to move to a joint Maritime and Harbour Authority 
which will initially be within FIG, within the Fishery Department, and Members will have 
seen the paper that came to Executive Council and was made public a couple of weeks ago on 
that matter. 
 
Malcolm Jamieson, the Marine Officer, is currently in the UK undertaking offshore safety 
courses, and is taking the opportunity to have discussions on oil spill response, and the 
implementation of the new IMO Instruments Implementation Code or code III, as is more 
commonly known.  The main purpose of this code is to enable states to meet their obligations 
as responsible flag, port, and coastal states, and various responsibilities are devolved to the 
Falklands in this regard.  

 
Turning to Agriculture, Saladero National Stud Flock Ram Sale was held on the 12th March 
and was well attended, with most of the stock sold at that event, quite a lot of additional 
people went along to witness the sales.  It’s a good meeting point for farmers and people from 
Stanley as well. Preparations for the next sheep AI programme are well underway. The 
National Stud Flock will be inseminated in the first week of June, and other farms on both 
East and West Falkland will start their insemination programme in the last week of May and 
go into the first week of June. This year, Falkland Land Holdings are doing a very big 
programme of artificial insemination, and they are starting their programme the first two 
weeks of May. A lot of work is involved. You think farming stops at the end of shearing, 
well, not now-a-days, a lot of work is going on through the winter months too, to improve 
these flocks and to improve the product that’s going to market.  
 
In January, a British Farmer and Lamb marketing specialist Richard Whittington spent two 
weeks with the Department of Agriculture running a series of well attended lamb grading 
workshops. It went both to the East and the West to carry out these workshops.  The feedback 
to the workshops was great, but more importantly, it appears from early Falkland Islands 
Meat Company export season data that people are implementing what they learnt, and the 
number of small lean lamb carcases, which have been problematic to market in the past, 
certainly last year, has been greatly reduced. We know it’s been a good growing season as 
well, but I think farmers have learnt a great deal about handling their stock before sending 
them into the Falkland Islands Meat Company, so hopefully, that will continue into future 
years even if we haven’t got such good grass growth. 
 
In the Veterinary section, progress is being made on meat exports to various countries. We 
have now heard back from all the countries contacted, and will be answering their queries in 
the coming weeks.  It’s a long process to break into new export markets as we know how 
long it took to actually establish a link to be able to export to the EU, and that in itself takes 
up a lot of work to make sure our legislation is up-to-date. In fact a whole raft of legislation 
in connection with safe production of meat to bring the Falkland Islands legislation in line 
with relevant EU legislation in this area is almost ready for submission to Executive Council.  
 
Looking at the abattoir, the season has been going pretty well. The sheep killed this season 
will be up to 50,000 which is what was projected at the beginning of the season by the 
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General Manager and the Board, and the last export activities will occur in the last week of 
April, so the season will end then.  
 
The Veterinary Section is also busy preparing for Farmers Week which is always held on the 
second week of July. They plan to bring down a specialist to talk about the eradication of 
Hydatids, both during Farmers’ Week and in public meetings on the East and the West. This 
has become quite topical lately, the matter of total eradication of Hydatids, if we possibly 
can, in the Falkland Islands, and it seems that’s a good time to bring a specialist down and 
talk with them about how we can hopefully knock this detestable disease on the head, and 
eradicate it totally from the Falkland Islands. So that will lead to interesting discussions, I’m 
sure.  
 
Mr Speaker, that’s the completion of my report, thank you.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to raise a question or comment upon that report? 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, the Honourable Member rightly points to the important 
Code III requirements, and that will put quite a lot of stress on our marine resources, not only 
in terms of ensuring that our registration activity is well carried out, but also that we properly 
inspect a non Falklands flagged vessels coming to the Falklands for safety and for crew 
safety. I wonder if the Honourable Member could advise whether since Executive Council 
have there been any further discussions about resourcing the Marine Officer’s department to 
ensure that we are, in fact, able to carry out the requirements of Code III to the satisfaction of 
the auditors when they arrive. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. I thank my Honourable Colleague for that question, I think that’s a 
very valid question too. The Marine Officer has been absent, as I said in my report, and will 
be back shortly.  He’s been absent just for that whole purpose of trying to understand more 
fully just what the code will mean to the Falkland Islands. On his return we will be doing just 
that. I think, if you recall, there was a request for funds in the Executive Council paper that 
came to Members and we held back on that, wanting more detail, but we are certainly 
conscious in the Fisheries Department that we do need to look at what the burden will be on 
the Falklands as to regarding complying with the code, and I’m sure we will be back in a few 
weeks or months addressing that and looking to see where we will have to fund and resource 
that small section of the Fisheries Department to take care of those inspections and the 
registration of the vessels.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any other Members who wish to comment? Raise a question? 
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Deputy Clerk 
 
The Motion for Adjournment. 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move that this House stands adjourned sine die. 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I‘ll be very brief, but as I’m sure others will, I wanted to 
take the opportunity to welcome the new Commander of British Forces, and hope that you 
and your family enjoy your time here, and also to say how nice it is to see another member of 
a very exclusive club of left handers at the table, 3 out of 13 is not bad going.  
 
I would also like to say it’s great to see our London Representative, Sukey Cameron, here. 
It’s been too long since she was last in this chamber, and I’ve had the privilege many, many 
times over the years of seeing the work that our office does in London. Sukey leads a small 
but incredibly capable team, and it’s good to thank them for their work from time to time 
because sometimes they feel rather remote and detached, and it’s important that we keep 
them up to date with everything that’s happening here.  
 
The only other thing I wanted to say, with my trade and industry portfolio hat on, is we’ve 
seen a lot of activity in terms of our oil development. We warmly welcome that activity and 
we’re very, very pleased that the participants are not being deterred by the noise and threats 
from across the water.  
 
I support the motion.  
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the motion for adjournment I too will 
be brief. We recently, of course, had three public meetings in the Camp, one at Goose Green, 
one at Port Howard and one at Fox Bay and all well attended. We are very grateful for those 
people who came along and weren’t afraid to pass their opinions and ask questions on several 
issues. I would also like to thank the Director of Central Services for attending, and also John 
Ferguson, the General Manager of the Falkland Islands Meat Company. Their attendance was 
very welcome.  
 
Often in the past we’ve had visitors to the Islands and we’ve gone overseas and visited and 
tried to create links with people, and sometimes it works and sometimes it doesn’t. I’m very 
pleased to be able to inform this House that the links with Trinidad are still on-going. Just 
recently we’ve had an invitation, that has been accepted, that two of our staff from the 
Training Centre will attend the two workshops in August at the Kenson School of 
Technology, and these workshops will lead to certifications in “Coaching and Mentoring in 
Teaching, Training and Assessment” and “Management of Training Programmes”, so I think 
that’s a positive thing and I hope it works out for them. I’m sure it will.  
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Just looking at Merco Press this morning, I see that there’s been a natural disaster with the 
volcanic eruption in Southern Chile. I’m sure our thoughts are with those people in that area, 
and I hope it doesn’t become any worse than it is.   
 
Finally, I too would like to welcome our new Commander British Forces and his family, and 
I thank him for his input this week, he has been rather busy, and I hope we see much more of 
you.  
 
I support the motion. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I echo my Honourable Colleagues in 
welcoming Commodore Bone to the House, and also the Falkland Islands Government 
Representative, Sukey Cameron, to the chamber as well.  
 
Just the one other item from this month, I’ll take this chance to promote an event planned for 
this coming Saturday, if people indulge me. Yesterday was the 45th Annual Earth Day around 
the world. This is a global event that aims to raise awareness of the importance of our 
environment and to encourage actions to help to protect and preserve it. Here in the Islands, 
Falklands Conservation have kindly organised an event on Saturday, starting at 10am, which 
will involve planting tussock down at the bottom of the harbour in an area where there has 
been some erosion. I encourage anybody that has a bit of spare time on Saturday morning to 
drop down if they can. Hopefully the weather won’t be too bad and we can get some good 
work done.  
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I support the motion. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Colleagues, I too would like to welcome Commander 
British Forces, Commodore Darren Bone, and his wife Jessica to the Islands and as I have 
said previously to his predecessors, the Falkland Islands are a wonderful group of Islands, 
populated by a warm and welcoming people, the environment and wildlife is without 
comparison, so go out there, meet them, and go out there and see it is my recommendation.   
 
A special welcome to Sukey also, mentioned by my Colleague the Honourable Jan Cheek, I 
don’t think we give enough credence to the work that the office in London does, it’s a long 
way away and I think at times they do get forgotten, but I would like to welcome Sukey to the 
House, and also to say thank you very much for all the work that you and the dedicated team 
that you head do for us in London. 
 
I am pleased the Honourable Ian Hansen mentioned the Training Centre because we have 
recently had an assessor and coordinator, Kevin Robinson from the Cardiff and Vale College, 
who has been down to the Islands, and unfortunately they did find a few things wrong with 
the Training Centre, which has meant that a sanction has been placed on some of the training 
that they do there, there was also a problem with some health & safety, however, the 
problems have been highlighted, and I can assure everyone that the staff are working on that 
to get those sanctions lifted just as soon as possible, and I thank everyone who is involved in 
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taking that forward, and I welcome the fact that they are going off to get this training, and I 
know the manager of the Training Centre is also off to Cardiff and Vale College to receive 
additional training there. 
 
There is a couple of thanks I would like to make, firstly the Camp visits that went from the 
10th to the 12th April.  I would like to thank all those who attended.  I thought we had 
excellent discussions, there were several common themes throughout the meetings at Goose 
Green, Port Howard and Fox Bay and I can assure the Camp members listening that we are 
addressing those where we are able.   
 
I would also like to say thank you very much to the Commander and all of his team, FIDF 
and everyone who was involved in the Queen’s Birthday Parade, not only was the weather 
very kind to us, but I thought it went off exceptionally well, and so thank you very much to 
everyone involved. 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the Motion for Adjournment I would 
just like to full associate myself with the welcome to both our London Representative Sukey, 
good to see you in the Islands, and also, of course, the new Commander British Forces, I 
hope you enjoy your stay down here.  I was actually going to say that we now have three out 
of thirteen beards in the House, but I suddenly realised I was going to get into terribly hot 
waters so I stopped myself.      
 
As is normal after we finish a debate or something I sit down and think I should of said this, 
perhaps on immigration, I would just like to say the one thing, there are people here in the 
Falklands, a small, I don’t know if they are small or large actually, but I do have people 
approaching me, who are terribly worried about us actually losing control of our Islands 
eventually, and of course, we do see examples in the world where this has happened and it 
leads to a lot of social stress and strife, so I hope whatever we do we can make sure that we 
don’t lose control of our country.   
 
One of the things though that does erk me is that when Falkland Islanders are referred as 
being “status holders”. Status holders to me, and I have said this many times and I will 
continue to say it, has a non-permanent ring, it’s something that is given and can be taken 
away. Well, no Siree!.   I am a Falkland Islander, what I am I am and it cannot be taken away 
by anyone, so you can imagine I was less than pleased when I was wading through the latest 
Regeneris questionnaire on what we value in the Falklands and what we want to retain if oil 
comes, to find one of their last questions “what is your status” and it was “Falklands Status 
holder”. Well,  I would just like to say to Regeneris, and I would like them to take on board I 
am not, I am a Falkland Islander so I would like to see any further surveys they done changed 
to reflect that. 
 
Perhaps if I could just touch on a few Public Works Department issues. I would like to pay 
tribute to all those who were involved with the very successful asphalting season that has 
now come to a close with the laying of paths up on Sapper Hill, and that was completed 
yesterday which I am told involved the hand laying of 70 tons of asphalt.  We are very quick 
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to criticize our people, but not quite as quick to give folk a bit of thanks when it is deserved. 
They achieved a lot this year, working on Brandon Road, Sapper Hill, Teaberry Way and 
Ross Road to name just a few places.  Roads are one thing that makes a great difference to 
public morale here, especially in Stanley.  It isn’t just the actual crew though who were out 
laying that deserve a shout, but also those pulled in to operate the plant, those who supplied 
the stone, the sparkies, in fact it really is quite a large team effort when we go into the 
asphalting season here in the Falklands.  
 
I hope that this coming season will be as busy, or maybe even busier, than this one if certain 
proposals remain in the capital budget. 
 
The MPA road is not such a happy story, and I apologise to the public for the state that it has 
got into.  We should by Friday, I am told, have all grader crews ready for action, but progress 
is very much going to be dictated by the weather, and unless I am proved wrong and I would 
love to be proved wrong in this case, but I think we are going to be in for a very long wet 
winter, and that of course is going to make it extremely difficult for our crews to keep the 
road in the condition that it has been in in drier winters, but we will and they do do their best, 
they really do give everything they have got. 
 
I managed to get a quick look at the road works on the West, and they are making, in my 
view anyway, very good progress, and I believe our roads engineer has just returned from a 
West visit and has been on site, and I believe he has made one or two recommendations that I 
think will be acted upon. 
 
Not quite so happy was the situation of the jetty at Port Howard.  We are still getting sink 
holes appearing in the end sections which is something that will be happening for very long 
time, but more worryingly are the reports, and I have heard this before from other people, that 
the bollard type lighting really isn’t up to the job.  I do have real worries about both the 
lighting and the sink holes as it is to me a very clear Health & Safety issue.  There is a 
meeting of the Transport Advisory Committee being arranged, and I hope we will get a full 
report then.   
 
Talking of the TAC, we are still one member short for the committee despite running 
advertisements.  If memory serves me, we are looking for a member to cover Stanley area, 
and will be re-announcing this again in the very near future, and I would urge anyone who 
has an interest in transport to pop their hat into the ring. 
 
The Argentines have gone into overdrive these last few weeks, and I will repeat what I said in 
this House before.  We can expect the pressure, rhetoric and their unpredictability to increase 
as their desperation levels also increase as they head towards their elections, as Kirchner 
really wants to go out with some great victory on the Falklands, as it has been one of the main 
issues for both her and her husband before her.  Filmus is also becoming more desperate as 
his future employment probably hinges on his output, which whilst it has been prodigious, 
can be more likened to the droning of an old bluebottle around a light.  It’s becomes an 
annoyance after a while, but no more than that. 
 
His forte though seems to be the brainwashing of his own countrymen, and traveling the 
world, sometimes to countries that we have just visited, selling the great lie and he very rarely 
attends any public event that opens him up to coming face to face with someone who may 
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have a different point of view, but such an occasion did happen when he visited the UK last 
week. I am told that he was visibly shaken when some real live Falkland Islanders popped up 
in the audience and put questions to him, and I am sure my Colleague on my left will cover 
this in his Motion for Adjournment……  As my Colleague doesn’t seem to be covering it, I 
will say that my Colleague had the opportunity and did pose questions to Mr Filmus.  I have 
actually drawn together the questions as I could find out, and have put a little report which in 
fact I have put on Facebook, but would be happy to email or pass to anyone who wishes it, 
my memory isn’t good enough to be able to repeat it verbatim here, I am afraid, without it in 
front of me.  As I say though, he didn’t seem at all happy when it came to the question and 
answer session and was, I guess in his eyes, ambushed by real live Falkland Islanders, which 
I believe involved also the shaking of MLA Elsby’s hand, which means that at least one 
member within the Argentine administration actually does recognise the existence of the 
Government of the Falkland Islands, so well done, Sir.    
 
Their attempts, of course, to take oil executives to court is probably doomed to failure as it is 
an Argentine national law which they are using and, of course, it doesn’t apply to the 
Falkland Islands as much is they seem to think that it does in their fevered imagination.  So 
basically I think for the next few months it’s going to be “watch this space” as they get more 
and more desperate as their time of desperation draws nearer.  
 
I would like to thank you, and support the Motion for Adjournment. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell MBE 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I will be brief as I did a portfolio report at this 
meeting.  I would just like to welcome Commodore Bone to this House and back to the 
Falkland Islands, and I would like to associate myself with the words of the Honourable Ian 
Hansen and the Honourable Roger Edwards with reference to the Camp meetings we held a 
couple of weeks ago.  It was a really good attendance, so I think we got the timing right, the 
right time of year to go out there, lots of issues discussed in a very amicable fashion and as 
my Colleagues have said, we have come back with those notes and can look into some of 
those issues, so I thought that it was really a worthwhile set of visits two weeks ago.  It was 
really good taking the Director of Central Service along too so that he met people in the 
Camp, particularly as he has direct responsibility for radio and shipping matters. 
 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers OBE 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I too would like to welcome Darren and Jessica to the 
Falklands, and I feel sure they will have as nice a time here as your predecessors have had, 
but also do some very good work in representing the whole of the defence community of the 
Falklands to the Falklands Government, so thank you for your time here and welcome back. 
 
It was a pleasure to attend the Police awards at Government House recently, and also the 
presentation of certificates for those who have passed their initial training to be Fire Fighters 
in the Falklands, and previously, of course, we have attended passing out parades for new 
members of the Falkland Islands Defence Force.  I would just like to say publically in this 
House how important it is that we have volunteers of that sort prepared to assist the police, to 
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fight fires and to defend the Falklands if necessary, conduct search and rescue operations and 
the other good work that the FIDF do.  I had heard it said that some members of the public 
were critical of how many awards were given to the police, and that everybody seemed to get 
one, that wasn’t the case, but frankly even if it were what’s wrong with saying thanks to the 
police from time to time, and I publically thank them for the work that they do in the 
community. 
 
We had a good meeting on Monday, I think, on health issues and there were some good 
questions.  We launched the Elderly Care planning process, and it’s important that that moves 
on relatively quickly.  I would also like to just mention that next month represents the 100th 
anniversary of the opening of the King Edward VII Memorial Hospital. There has been an 
announcement in the newspaper asking members of the public to get in touch with the 
organisers if they have remembrances, old stories about either the original part of the 
hospital, or the new bit that was built in the 50’s, or any other elements to do with the 
hospital that we can pull together when we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the opening of 
the KEMH on the 23rd May this year. 
 
I would just like to, I don’t normally comment on things that other people have said in the 
Motion for the Adjournment, but just to help reassure the Honourable Gavin Short about not 
losing control of our country, some of the work that we have done in previous Assemblies on 
establishing the ITQ system, in getting all the farmland back under the ownership and 
management of residents, the introduction of the Land Non-residents Ordinance, and the 
Code of Practice in the oil industry are all aimed at making sure that we do, in fact, control 
our own country and our own destiny, and I feel absolutely confident of that going forward. 
 
Anybody who has turned on the television will not have missed the fact that there are 
elections on in the UK two weeks today.  You will hear an awful lot of good firm promises of 
things that are going to happen, there is not much bad news about just at the moment, so 
perhaps that’s a good thing.  Elections are approaching in Argentina, and as my Colleague 
Gavin Short has mentioned, we can expect over the next few months an even greater increase 
in the rhetoric and the pressure that’s put on various people, both at home and around the 
world, to follow the Argentine line.  If anybody feels disturbed or upset by that, or feels that 
there is a genuine threat to the Falklands, please speak to a Member and we can, I hope, 
provide the necessary reassurance that it is just that, that it’s rhetoric.  We are extremely well 
defended here and the United Kingdom Government of whatever colour it is after two week’s 
time, I feel certain will continue to protect the right to self-determination of the Falkland 
Islands. 
 
Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I too will be brief, and really just to touch on the point 
my Honourable Colleague raised about Mr Filmus, I happened to be in the United Kingdom 
when the Filmus cavalcade came in from France, it’s been on a campaign around Europe to 
try to persuade people that the Argentine claim is valid.  The meeting he held was at Canning 
House which is a very reputable organisation, he came with a large group of people and 
spoke without break for about 55 minutes from a prepared speech, and it really wasn’t a 
debate at all.  The things he mentioned are the usual sort of things: that the Falkland Islands 
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belong to Argentina, that the Argentine Government really want to settle this dispute and they 
want to take into account our interests but not our wishes.  He specifically said that the 
Argentine Government have never done anything that might possibly have harmed the 
Falkland Islands economy, and he also said that he very much wanted to settle this dispute, 
and that discussions should take place between the United Kingdom and Argentina. 
 
The audience was almost exclusively Argentinian sympathisers, but there were a number of 
people from the Falkland Islands, and also people, academics, who wanted to ask questions, 
but I am afraid the question and answer sessions were quite brief at the end, but I did manage 
to have an opportunity to state very clearly that the Falkland Islands view this as a right of 
self-determination, that we have the right to determine our own future, we have the right to 
exploit our own natural resources in any way that we choose.  I also managed to tell him a 
few things about what the Argentinian Government have done to try to ruin our economy and 
I think we all know those, and I think we was very embarrassed when somebody actually 
questioned him on that in what is a prestigious organisation, as people quite rightly heard the 
other side of the story then.   
 
In regard to the wish to settle the dispute, again I reminded him that this dispute isn’t between 
the United Kingdom and Argentina, the dispute is between Argentina, the United Kingdom 
and the Falkland Islands, and if there is going to be any movement on this issue, we the 
Falkland Islands Government have to be involved, and I made a formal invitation for him to 
attend the Falkland Islands so he could see the modern Falkland Islands for himself.  In very 
much the same way that when we go to the C24 committee we invite that committee to come 
and visit the Falkland Islands so they can see for themselves what the reality of the situation 
is.  C24 refuses to visit, Mr Filmus said a very odd thing, he said: “yes, I would willingly 
come, if I didn’t have to have my passport stamped”.  Well, I think he was caught unawares 
by the opportunity of a visit, and I know the Argentinian Government since then have been 
putting out a lot of political and a lot of news items to say, “well, he will only come to the 
Falkland Islands when Argentina has sovereignty over us”, but I think we need to keep 
reminding people in the world that this dispute is Falkland Islands, and we have to be 
involved, and we are aware that people should visit the Falkland Islands and if they truly 
want to resolve the dispute then they have to take us into account, they can’t not. 
 
Finally, I would just like to add my warm welcome to Commodore Bone and his family and I 
hope your time here will be most enjoyable. 
 
Commander British Forces 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, may I take this opportunity to thank you for the warmth 
of your greeting, and for that of all the Islanders who I have had the privilege to meet thus 
far, not least of course, at Tuesdays Parade for Her Majesty the Queen’s Birthday, which was 
indeed a marvellous occasion. 
 
Jessica and I, I have to say, feel already very much at home here, even after two weeks.  
Professionally of course, it is an honour to command the fabulous men and women of Her 
Majesty’s Armed Forces, and in this instance I have service men and women from all three 
Services, not forgetting of course, the civil servants from our own Ministry of Defence, all of 
whom contribute here, and as you know I have some considerable capability under command. 
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I am especially delighted to return to the Islands, and can assure all Honourable Members 
here that Jessica and I will indeed be out and about.  I hope very much indeed to renew old 
acquaintances and make many new ones and to that point, of course, I look ahead with 
genuine delight at the prospect of two more years in these beautiful Islands. 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Commodore, may I also add my welcome to the Islands and to this House. 
 
Honourable Members, the House stands adjourned accordingly.      
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Responses to Supplementary Questions asked at the Legislative Assembly Meeting held 
on the 26 March 2015 

Question number 1 by the Honourable Gavin Short 

What % of the total RPI weighting does rent make up?  

Response 

Rent makes up 6.3% of the basket.  In addition, mortgage payments make up 10.8% of the 
basket so in total 17.1% relates to housing (excluding running costs). 

Question number 2 by the Honourable Mike Summers OBE 

Would it be possible as a one-off to publish the entire make-up of the RPI in some accessible 
format? – Question from MLA Summers.  

Response 
 
The full December RPI weighting is included on the treasury 
website: http://www.fig.gov.fk/treasury/index.php/treasury/financial-reporting/rpi-basket-of-
goods-31st-dec-2014 
 

http://www.fig.gov.fk/treasury/index.php/treasury/financial-reporting/rpi-basket-of-goods-31st-dec-2014
http://www.fig.gov.fk/treasury/index.php/treasury/financial-reporting/rpi-basket-of-goods-31st-dec-2014
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