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The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 18 December 2014 

 
Prayers 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, I bid you good morning, and please my usual reminder about mobile 
phones to be turned off.   
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The confirmation of the Record of Legislative Assembly held on 27 November 2014. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, I have in front of me a record of that meeting on the 27 November 
2014.  Is it your wish that sign this as a true and correct record?   
 
Honourable Members 
 
Aye.  
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Papers to be Laid on the Table by the Honourable Chief Executive. 
 
Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last 
sitting of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 35 (1) of the 
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977. 

 
• Stanley Common (Erection of Memorials) Regulations 2014 

 
The Chief Executive  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I hereby lay the aforementioned papers on the table. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Questions for Oral Response. 
 
Question Number 13 of 2014 by the Honourable Gavin Short.   
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I would be overjoyed if somebody would like to read my 
questions for me.  Could the Honourable Michael Poole please inform this House what the 
present rules are for dogs being walked on common land and also Cape Pembroke and Surf 
Bay if these are different from those pertaining to common land. 
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The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank my Honourable Colleague for his 
question and I am grateful to Nick Rendell, Sarah Bowles and the Attorney General for 
providing me with the relevant details to address this question. 
 
Firstly Cape Pembroke and Surf Bay are both within common land as they fall within the 
definition of the Stanley Common as stated in the Stanley Common Ordinance.  Within that 
ordinance it says that the common is dedicated as open space to which the public has access 
in perpetuity subject only to the provisions of the ordinance and any regulations made under 
it.  As it stands, the only regulations passed under the ordinance are the very recent 
regulations dealing with the erection of memorials, and which clearly do not impact dog 
walkers.   
 
Therefore, the only relevant restriction that dog walkers need to be aware of is that it is an 
offence under section 7 of the ordinance to deposit waste on the common, and as such dog 
walkers will wish to ensure that they tidy up after their dogs.   
 
That’s the current legal stance, but I can perfectly understand the reason for the question as 
loose dogs can be disconcerting to many people, especially children and they can also bother 
wildlife too.  Ultimately you would hope that dog walkers will show some reasonable 
discretion when they are walking their dogs, particularly on common land where there are a 
number of other walkers and there is also a range of important wildlife. 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.   
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Michael Poole for his answer, of course this question 
sort of arose, as you would say, from the experience that I personally have had on a couple of 
occasions while down around Surf Bay, that area where there has been dogs that definitely 
are not under control, and I have also been approached by people who have the same feeling 
as I do if a hound comes bouncing up towards you, you don’t know that hound, you don’t 
know its intentions. 
 
I don’t wish to demonise dog owners because I have seen both sides, some people have their 
dogs under very strict control when they have them out, even in Stanley here or out on the 
common.  I think we have this sort of thing: those who do have control and those who don’t.  
I don’t wish to demonise dog owners, I really don’t, and the common has to be big enough 
for us all to enjoy it.  But I do wonder whether we should be looking at something that 
perhaps does ask dog owners to have control of animals because I also have been told by 
some people they actually avoid Surf Bay now for that very reason, which is a shame that 
people are being driven away from one of our few sand beaches around or close to Stanley 
because of that problem. 
 
Could I further ask him: are there any rules or whatever covering dogs on land within 
Stanley, I am thinking primarily of Victory Green, Arch Green and also the playing grounds 
around Stanley?  
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The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members; I thank my Honourable Colleague for his 
follow up.  In terms of public areas in and around Stanley there is further legislation of 
relevance here.  There is three bits of relevant legislation, there is the aptly named Dogs 
Ordinance, the Hydatid Eradication (Dogs) Order and also the Conversation of Wildlife and 
Nature Ordinance.  I won’t bore you with all of the details, but in summary these three pieces 
of legislation have three difference elements that are relevant.   
 
Firstly, one of the bits of legislation states that dog owners need to ensure that their dog is 
properly confined or securely tethered unless being worked or exercised under direct 
supervision.  Quite what this means in practical terms is not defined at all well in the Dogs 
Ordinance, so how the Police would assess an offence against that it would be difficult to say.   
 
The relevant legislation also give the courts power to confiscate and destroy dogs that are 
deemed to be dangerous, again, there is no definition within the ordnance of what a 
dangerous dog is.  There is also a potential offence under the Conservation Ordinance if you 
can prove that a dog owner has deliberately and intentionally left a dog loose to bother 
breading or protected bird species, which again would be I think very difficult to prove.   
 
As I have stated in my previous response, I can perfectly understand why my Honourable 
Colleague is asking this question, and as a dog owner myself, I suggest that a lack of direct 
action in the past over this issue is because it’s been seen not to be a large enough problem to 
warrant further legislative solutions to it.  As the recent discussions on Hydatid have shown, I 
do think there is a place for a continuation of the educational work the Department of 
Agriculture has been doing recently, just outlining the obligations that dog owners do have to 
properly control their dogs, and to make sure they are not loose around town or not loose on 
the common without supervision.  If my Honourable Colleague is content, I would be happy 
to coordinate with the relevant departments to ensure that we ramp up that education 
campaign a bit over the coming months.   
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank him for that reply.  My thoughts actually are on 
public areas in Stanley itself, especially playgrounds for children, its cause driven more by 
Hydatid which keeps rearing its head, and whilst I am sure all responsible dog owners clean 
up after their pets if they do their business, if I can put it that way, in a playing area, there 
surely must be a chance that there will be some faecal matter left which could contain 
Hydatid, and I am wondering whether perhaps we should keep dogs away from those areas.  I 
wonder whether that’s something perhaps he could look into so that this has to go to public 
consultation obviously, and I think there is work being done on the common area as well. Is 
there not some sort of consultation on maybe the shape of the common?  I am wondering if 
we could use that opportunity to actually ask the public what are their views on dogs, what 
controls they think there should be/shouldn’t be. 
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The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, my Honourable Colleague is entirely right that we are consulting, or 
have just finished a quite brief consultation on the Stanley Common and its future, and we 
haven’t asked questions in particular about dog usage on the common, but I think we could 
reasonably incorporate that into the work that is going on over the next 12 months or so and 
see what people think.  The intention of the common as stated before is very much that it’s 
for public use in perpetuity, so I think being too restrictive probably wouldn’t be in 
accordance with what we are trying to achieve with common land, but at the very least we 
can ask the question and see what potential solutions we can come up with.   
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his reply, and I would very much welcome that and I 
would like to just repeat that I am not out to demonise dogs. The common is there for 
everybody’s use, but we cannot have one sector driving the other away if you see what I 
mean.      
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I tend to share comments that have been already 
mentioned, but I think it is education, and I think as society changes there are many more 
dogs now in town, and I think we need to educate dog owners and I have particular reference 
a few months ago now.  A member of the public called me very concerned that the play area 
up near McKay Close, where the children go, where there are swings and play was obviously 
strongly contaminated with dog poo. So I went up there, and sure enough there is dog mess 
everywhere within this children’s play area.  That either means the dogs were let out of 
people’s houses without proper control and supervision which comes back to what my 
Honourable Colleague Michael Poole said about the need for dogs to be under control, or 
perhaps more worrying, people didn’t see it as a problem to allow their dogs to foul within a 
children’s play area, and so I think education is the way forward and I welcome that. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to either raise a supplementary question or comment?  No. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 14 of 2014 by the Honourable Gavin Short. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Could the Honourable Phyl Rendell please inform the House whether there are any plans to 
increase the time period for the dosing of dogs for Hydatid and if so, whether it is deemed to 
be good practice? 
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The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Gavin Short for his question, and I am indebted to the 
Veterinary Section of the Department of Agriculture for the answer. 
 
Dog dosing in 2014 has been set at six weekly intervals and that has been the routine interval.  
From mid-2011 to mid-2013 the frequency of dosing increased to four weekly intervals, and 
then reduced to six weekly again. 
 
This issue was considered at the Agricultural Advisory Committee meeting in September of 
this year, and it was resolved that the frequency of dog dosing should increase to five weekly 
intervals from the start of next year 2015.  
 
The five weekly interval or 35 days has been chosen as studies in foxes have shown that the 
Hydatid tapeworm can mature and be capable of emitting eggs to the environment at 38 days.  
On this basis a five weekly dosing interval is considered good practice as it should prevent 
the eggs of the Hydatid parasite being emitted to the environment by dogs.   
 
During a recent discussion about the subject of Hydatid control in the Falkland Islands with 
the United Kingdom expert in the field, Professor Phil Craig of Salford University, it was 
suggested that the time had now come in the Falklands to move from the “attack” phase of 
the disease, that’s six weekly dosing, to a “consolidation” phase of the disease with three 
monthly dosing with Department of Agriculture supervision at dosing, as has happened in 
some other places in the world that has a similar history of Hydatid disease, such as New 
Zealand and Tasmania.  Having considered this proposal, it was decided that it was still too 
premature to move to the consolidation phase at this point in time owing to a general unease 
in the local population about proceeding at this stage. 
 
I would like to say to the listening public that we are at the very tail end of removing and 
eradicating this disease from the Falkland Islands. The incidence of Hydatid being found in 
slaughtered meat this season, in 2014, was as low as 0.02% so we are at the very tail end, and 
rightly so, there is a great concerted effort to try and eradicate it completely.  I don’t want 
people to be alarmed that we have the high rates of Hydatid incidence that we had in the 
1970’s when it was at 30%,, and even in the 50’s when it was at 50% of slaughtered animals, 
so it is this very last stage of trying to eradicate this disease and it would be a fantastic 
achievement on the part of the Falkland Islands if we can do that. 
 
Mr Speaker. Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable lady for her reply and I am so glad to hear her use the word 
eradication, because some months ago I was getting very uneasy that we seem to be well as 
saying “we have got as far as we are going to go, let’s ease off”.  Eradication has to be the 
name of the game, that’s what our forefathers started off to do, and I think it’s up to us, 
incumbent upon us, to make that final push. Now you talk of 0.02%, I think it was, in 
slaughtered meat.  How come then we are still getting dogs popping up every now and again 
with positive tests? That is the one question that nobody can seem to answer for me, those 
things are out there, something is going on that we are not understanding, and I believe rather 
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than as the expert wanted us to do go into a containment phase, this is when we should have a 
really concerted attempt to understand and go after and finally get rid of this terrible disease.   
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
 
Mr Speaker, I use the word eradication because that’s a very high ideal, in fact in New 
Zealand Hydatid cyst has not been totally eradicated and there is still a very small incidence 
occurring, but I think we do have in the Falkland Islands this ideal because we don’t have that 
huge number of dogs, we have about 500 to dose and we should be able to achieve that goal 
if we are consistent.   
 
I think, too, that your second point was that we are continuing to get advice as to how 
Hydatid cysts are continuing to spread and be found in meat, and it’s a possibility that we 
might invite Professor Phil Craig to the Falklands next Farmers’ Week to talk to the 
community about the disease, and see if he has got any other ideas as to how we might 
proceed, but we certainly are still up to 2016 planning this higher frequency of dosing, and 
then in 2016 we will carry out another dog faeces screening to see where we are, so we are 
certainly not moving to the containment stage yet, we are continuing to be vigilant and see 
what our results can be in 2016.   
 
In the case of testing dog samples, it’s quite a technical procedure and unfortunately some of 
the dog samples in the last test went missing in the post, so we weren’t able to do a double 
check, so that is why we need to do this again in 2016 and hopefully we get a complete 
clearance of all dogs, but the department is still being very vigilant and we are spending 
money on this and we will, in 2016, have yet another sampling of taking of dog faeces and 
we will have those tested in the United Kingdom. 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.     
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable lady for her reply.  I certainly was appalled when I learnt 
that the samples that had been taken last time had been lost somewhere, and I am wondering 
if we shouldn’t spend a bit of extra money and try and DHL them out.  Because something as 
important as this is, it really is truly not good enough that something like this can happen, that 
it’s just bunged in the post, and I mean obviously, somebody will get quite a surprise 
whoever nicked that parcel.   
 
I think you also mentioned the next sampling will be in 2016 if I heard correctly, and I do 
apologise, I think that was my road sweeper going by making all the noise, would it not be 
better if we really are going into a phase where we are going to go after this disease, and go 
after it seriously, that we should be perhaps sampling every year for a few years just to make 
sure that we have zero percent within dogs. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
 
Mr Speaker, first of all I have quite a lot of confidence in the postal service, and it was 
regrettable that some of these samples did go missing, but I take your point and perhaps we 
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can find funds to send samples by DHL in future, but generally speaking, the post is pretty 
reliable. 
 
We have a plan, and I think I would support the Department of Agriculture to stick to that 
plan.  From the 1st January we will increase the dosing to every five weeks and at the end of 
the year, into 2016, we will take samples again.  I think we should stick to that plan. We will 
discuss this matter in the Agricultural Advisory Committee at the next session, take into 
account people’s concerns, but I think we have a plan and I am hopeful that this will in the 
end bear results. 
 
Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable lady for her reply.  This is probably an unfair question, I 
don’t know whether you can answer this or not, but given that the abattoir is killing younger 
sheep, will these cysts have had chance to form to a size where they could be recognised by 
the human eye as opposed to, say, microscopic intervention. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
 
Mr Speaker, the abattoir is still killing quite a lot of ages of sheep. They are still culling a lot 
of elderly ewes that are of good quality, so it’s not only young sheep going through the 
abattoir.  I think the abattoir do a very good job, it’s been a very good control mechanism, 
with the meat hygiene inspectors’ work very important, and it has shown us just what the 
situation is in over 50,000 animals that have been slaughtered through the abattoir, so we are 
not only slaughtering young sheep, Mr Speaker.  
 
The Honourable Gain Short 
 
Mr Speaker, yes, but sorry to belabour the point, but in the young sheep, can they be detected 
by human eye? 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
 
Mr Speaker, that question I cannot answer, and I would have to ask the Veterinary 
Department for that answer.  One of my Colleagues who has got more experience might be 
able to answer it. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Thank you, Mr Speaker.  Yes, on that issue, when we had the satellite link with Professor 
Craig, he did say there is a procedure that could easily be done down here with offal out of 
younger sheep, where you take the liver and you can slice it very thinly and look at it under a 
microscope and detect Hydatid cysts at an early stage, so it is possible. 
 
 
 
 



Record of the Meeting of the Legislative Assembly 
Held in Stanley on Thursday 18 December 2014 

13 
 

The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Ian Hansen for his reply.  So I am starting to form the 
opinion from what is being said then that the 0.02% instance is only based on aged sheep if I 
can put it that way, we don’t know what is in all the young ones coming through, which if 
that is true, if I am understanding this correctly, is actually quite worrying because there is a 
huge sample that we don’t know what they have got, whether they are clean or whether they 
do have very early form Hydatid. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
 
Mr Speaker, I believe the meat hygiene inspector does inspect all offal from every animal that 
is killed in the abattoir, whether it’s a lamb, whether it’s yearling or whether it’s a six year 
old ewe so anything that presents itself to the eye would be detected.  Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable lady for her reply. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to comment? 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, given that we are so agonisingly close to clearing it and 
have been for some years now, I am wondering, are all the new dogs coming in, and there are 
a great many, being certified Hydatid free when they come in because, of course, the original 
introduction was, I believe, or certainly discovered in the 1930’s, and believe to have 
originated with a group of sheep dogs from Wales where it was endemic, and where I believe 
it is still fairly widespread. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
 
Mr Speaker, the Veterinary Officer has told me that dogs are screened before they come to 
the Falkland Islands and are pilled for any tapeworm which would include the Hydatid 
tapeworm. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I was fortunate to attend with the Honourable Ian Hansen 
and the Vet and the Chief Medical Officer and Keith Alazia and a couple of people, this 
teleconference link we had with Professor Craig, and it was a very, very interesting 
discussion and in some ways though, it raised more questions than it answered because to me 
the fundamental question is, if the medication that we are using, and Professor Craig says 
there are no reported cases of resistance to this medication, so if it is working and we are 
giving correctly why are we still seeing positive dogs in town who don’t seem to have access 
to offal. They are not taken out to Camp, they are not fed on offal, and he could not explain 
that and that’s in many ways very difficult, and at that meeting we talked about a number of 
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possibilities. Is the medication, are the animals becoming resistant to it?  He says no 
evidence, but he is going to look into that.  The Honourable Gavin Short quite rightly 
mentions doing thin slices of liver, and they suggested that so we can look to see whether it is 
in young sheep or not.   
 
One thing that really startled me in that meeting, and I am not a farmer, that you are right that 
very few Hydatid cysts are found in sheep in the abattoir, extremely low levels, but it came as 
a surprise to me that a form of cyst called bladder cysts, and I don’t know what the real name 
for that is, but bladder cysts are seen much more frequently, and the vet at the time said “yes 
we see those” not infrequently in animal in the abattoir which really surprised the expert, 
because although they are not Hydatid they are again derived from a tapeworm, and a 
tapeworm that should have been killed by the medication as well.  So that non-dangerous 
bladder cyst, if you like, seems again to question: is the medication killing the tapeworms as 
we hope they are?  I know the Senior Veterinary Officer and various other people will be 
working on other strategies that the expert has advised, and I am pleased to hear that that 
expert might be coming down here.  It may well be that the Falklands has something peculiar 
going on because we cannot explain the presence of bladder cysts that should have been 
killed by the medication and the presence of positive dogs in town.   
 
I think I would leave by just saying that Hydatid is still possibly transmitted to humans, and I 
think in my time in the Medical Department, I think it was about 12 or so years ago, that I 
diagnosed the last case of Hydatid, so we are not totally free of it and I am pleased to hear 
that we are still aiming for eradication, because I think that should be possible if we can 
explain the questions that came up at that meeting.   
 
Mr Speaker, thank you. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to speak?  No. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 15 of 2014 by the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, could the Honourable Gavin Short please inform the 
House as to what exactly the legal status of the raised walkways on Ross Road is please, and 
whether moves are being made to obtain signage and also describe them in law. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby for his question 
and indebted to both the Public Works Department and the Attorney General’s Department 
for the reply which I am about to deliver. 
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Whilst there is provision under section 53 of the Road Traffic Ordinance for regulations to be 
made for pedestrian crossings, no such regulations have been made in relation to these raised 
walkways. 
 
The intention of the raised walkways is to provide a defined area over which pedestrians – 
primarily tourists on cruise ship days - can cross. Part of the approved ‘Waterfront 
Development Plan’ showed ‘improved pedestrian provision’ in this area and also between the 
Public Jetty and Dean Street and these are the first stages of that. 
 
Further work is intended, which is the creation of additional pedestrian provision on the north 
side of Ross Road, from the Public Jetty to the eastern raised walkway, and also the creation 
of additional space on the southern side of Ross Road in the north east corner of Arch Green 
so as to effectively increase space, where additional footway space cannot be created along 
the north side due to the presence of the Boathouse site.  Further to that there is also intended 
to be an additional footpath created within the southern limits of Victory Green leading to the 
Dockyard site.   
 
These proposals are to be the subject of planning applications so as to offer opportunity for 
public comment, although technically of course this isn’t required, but I am glad that are 
doing that. 
 
It was not intended that signs would be placed or that the crossings would become regulated. 
They were simply intended to provide some definition for pedestrians, and (once the 
additional provision in the form of footways and space has also been provided), improvement 
over the current situation where so many tourists walk in the roadway on busy cruise ship 
days. 
 
If, however, it is determined that the crossings should be formally regulated and signed, this 
can be done. 
 
Basically I am in your hands, if you wish these to be described in law and signed it can and 
will be done. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I raise the question purely because it’s something that the 
public have been discussing of late, exactly what the nature is and looking at the amount of 
oil on some of the raised walkways, one questions whether they were put there by garages 
seeking extra work.  I am not sure.  But I think it is something worth discussing, and I thank 
my Honourable Colleague for his response. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby for those 
observations. Before I even got the answer to this I did some research myself on the dear old 
internet, and basically came away with the conclusion that perhaps in America, Canada these 
things are described under law and signed, and everybody knows where they stand, and it 
seems to the United Kingdom, who seems to be slightly ambivalent and not quite sure what 
to do about them.  Here in the Falklands we can do as we wish, it’s our country, if we wish to 
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sign them, we can sign them, if we wish to describe them under law and regulate we can, for 
my part I would certainly like to see something done because we are seeing a hardening of 
attitude to some drivers and also the poor pedestrian who got caught in the middle of all this, 
so I would certainly welcome a steer, perhaps by Executive Council, as to what they wished 
to be doing about this.   
 
The Honourable Mike Summers 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, we sometimes joke about our colleagues in the Ministry 
of Defence, that if you want to change something all you have got to do is get through a six 
month period, because after that it becomes accepted fact, because everybody changes. I 
suspect that these things after a wee while will become accepted fact, but actually, if we were 
going to sign them we should have done it from the beginning, but I think the case has been 
made in public discussion that there probably ought to be some signage just to make people 
aware of what these walkways are, and that they should take extra care and I think it’s a 
reasonably simple and straightforward thing to do, and I am not sure that it requires a huge 
amount of debate.  Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any other Member wish to comment, any supplementary questions?  No. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 16 of 2014 by the Honourable Gavin Short. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, you will be pleased to know this is my last permitted 
question.   
 
Could the Honourable Roger Edwards please advise this House if any consideration has been 
given to the re-introduction of the old "pound a day scheme" please? What was its cost per 
annum at the time of its cessation and what would be the cost now if it were to be re-
introduced using the same rules as pertained before. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Colleagues, I thank the Honourable Gavin Short for the questions 
and I thank the Treasury and the Financial Secretary for their answer. 
 
The Holiday Credit Scheme was last formally considered in 2011.  The annual budget at the 
time of cessation was £400,000 based on the expected timing of payments that had accrued 
over a number of years.  At this time the credits were at the rate of 26p for an adult and 13p 
for a child.  The cost now is estimated at £660,000 per annum; a total of £3.3M over the 
current Medium Term Financial Plan of five years based on the rate of £1 for an adult and 
50p for a child as requested in the question. 
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The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank the Honourable Member for his reply.  I am sure he doesn’t have these readily at his 
fingertips, but of course, I am guessing the budget for our country in those days was much 
lower than it is now when we look at the income.   
 
Would the Honourable Member think that economically, given the budget that we have and 
the income that we have, that we can now reintroduce this because I believe it was stopped 
because we basically ran out of dosh.  We certainly have a lot more now than we did when 
we stopped the scheme.  Would he also like to give an opinion on perhaps, if we were to 
consider the reintroduction that perhaps the rules themselves need looking at as well.   
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, indeed my Honourable Friend is absolutely right that our 
income was considerably less when this scheme was stopped from what it is today however, 
our expenditure today has also risen dramatically, and as my colleague is well aware, during 
the budget sessions we still have great problems in balancing the books, as it were.  I, too, am 
a believer that we should perhaps reintroduce a pound a day or something similar, but we 
must be well aware that we can only reintroduce such a thing when our budget allows this 
introduction.   
 
As I mentioned in the answer, it would currently cost us £660,000 per annum if we were to 
introduce it at a £1 a day and 50p for a child.  I am a great believer that one of the reasons 
that it failed the last time was because of the changes to the law, or the changes to the issuing 
of this £1 a day changed so many times where it wasn’t just a straight £1 a day for people to 
use when they had their holidays and paid for their FIGAS flights, ferry trips and all the rest 
of it, but you were able to give it to charities, you were able to pass it to your granny, you 
were able to pass it to your third cousin twice removed and so on, so I do agree that if 
something like this were reintroduced it would certainly have to come in with a whole 
different range of restrictions.   
 
It’s interesting that when this was stopped there were a considerable number of people who 
were not able to draw out the final sum, and those under the age of 16 when the scheme 
ceased can now access their credits between their 16th and 17th birthday, and indeed at the 
moment there are still 70 children who qualify for payments, and we still have in the fund 
some £10,000 to make payments to those people once they are between the ages of 16 and 
17.  Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I thank the Honourable Gentleman for his reply.  The 
impression that I get is it’s always easier to find a reason not to do something than to actually 
get on and do it.  We have said time and time again we would reintroduce this when the time 
was right, when we had the money, well we have got the money and I believe the time is now 
here when we should be asking that work is done, and perhaps we should examine this to see 
if it could be brought back and in what form.   
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The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, I welcome the proposal from my Honourable Colleague and hope that this will 
be raised during the budget session which we will start very shortly and can be formally 
considered amongst Members, to look to see if the time is right to reintroduce it now or when 
it might be possible in the future, so I welcome that discussion during the budget session. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, while I thank the Honourable Gentleman for his reply, could I ask that work is 
undertaken now so we are informed when we reach the stage rather than perhaps me leaping 
up saying “let’s reintroduce” and everyone saying “no”, we really need to have figures, and 
also perhaps looking at the rules and regulations covering this to see whether perhaps we can, 
say, tie it to oil income rather than just the general income of our country.   
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, I will feed that into the Treasury and the Financial Secretary to prepare those 
papers. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I look forward to joining a debate on this issue.  The 
distribution of public funds must always have a purpose. You can’t just do it because you 
have got the money, and you have to identify what the purpose behind such a scheme is.  
When it was introduced many, many, years ago there was a defined purpose and it was in 
effect to replace a passage entitlement that public servants had that other members of the 
community didn’t have, and at the time it was a reasonable thing to have done, and I don’t 
doubt that if the margin between income and expenditure had remained at a very positive 
level that the scheme might have just continued as it was, but I think it’s very hard to 
construct an argument in the current circumstances that says that whilst the margin between 
income and expenditure is so narrow, and indeed in the last budget we set and probably the 
one before it was a negative, that you should just be distributing money for some sort of 
completely ill-defined purpose.  If there are people in the community who require additional 
distributions to enable them to do things that other people are able to do then I think that’s 
fine and that’s how it should be approached.  I am not in favour of giving away public money 
willy-nilly to people who don’t need it, I don’t see the purpose of that.  I am very much in 
favour of using public money, and applying public money, to assist those people who are less 
well-off and are less able to do the things that others may do, and frankly, if we had £600,000 
available to assist social purposes I would much rather apply it to genuine social purposes 
than give it to people who frankly didn’t need the money just so they could use it to subsidise 
a trip overseas.  I entirely accept the point that the Honourable Roger Edwards made about 
how over time the scheme was expanded, it was changed, it started off as a scheme in which 
you could only use the money to assist you with a flight overseas, it then applied to all sorts 
of other things, and it was properly argued, I think, that you should actually use the money to 
spend your holidays in the Falklands because you get extra economic benefit from it and all 
of that.  
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I do welcome this debate, this discussion, the whole issue about the distribution of public 
money. It’s fundamental to the budget process, and we should consider how it’s going to be 
best applied to those frankly who need it the most.  Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, to the great surprise of all, I am sure, I tend to 
agree with the Honourable Mike Summers on this issue, that we are running a deficit over the 
medium term financial plan. I absolutely welcome the discussion in the budget process as to 
what we can do to help people, but on the face of it, and I think a  year in we have a pretty 
firm grasp of the public finances, I think there are more useful things we could do with 
£660,000 per annum than potentially give it away to subsidise overseas trips.  For example, I 
think we can do more with the tax bands; we can take another look at the Medical Services 
Tax in the next budget discussion. We intend to, and we have had, a couple of discussions 
over recent days over people that earn very little in the community and what more can be 
done for them as well, and I think that will be a big part of the next budget process too.  
That’s my view on it as it stands, I mean again, we will get all the information in January, 
February, March time and see where we go from there.  Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I think many of the points I wanted to bring up have been 
already spoken by the Honourable Michael Poole.  I was a strong supporter of the “pound a 
day” scheme, but as everyone said, its morphed into various other things, and I too think that 
if we do have a pot of money £600,000 be it, whatever it is, I would like that to be distributed 
to people with lower incomes who are less well-off, and I don’t see that as a problem. We can 
use that money, adjust tax bands, do it in another way so that the people who really need that 
money benefit the most.   
 
I was interested to hear from the Honourable Roger Edwards that there is still £10,000 in the 
fund that can be claimed by children once they reach the age of 16 to 17. I wonder if he can 
tell me, are families notified of that, that they have a child who has money in the kitty, so 
speak?     
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, on that point I am not certain, someone does have an answer here, and perhaps 
we could ask our Clerk. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Yes, they are. 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
I am sorry Mr Speaker, it’s not actually a policy that has come by my Directorate, so I don’t 
know the response to that one. 
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The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, as we have heard from our Clerk: Yes, they are informed when they get to their 
16th birthday that the money is available, and it’s an average of £143 per person if you divide 
the 70 into £10,000. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other comments, questions, supplementary questions?  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I was just going to make one observation before sitting down and keeping my 
peace until the budget session.  People keep mentioning overseas trips and that’s perhaps 
where it did start, indeed I used it myself.  Of course, as it went on we were seeing more and 
more people taking holidays within the Falklands and that money was starting to flow into 
the Camp economy, something which of course has been lost to the economy, and I think it 
could see that being used once again to the benefit of the rural community. I thank you. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any other comments or supplementary questions?   
 
No. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Portfolio reports - the Honourable Roger Edwards. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards  
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, it is my pleasure to provide a portfolio report on the 
Attorney General’s Directorate and the Treasury. 
 
Executive Council and the Chief Executive have supported the proposal for the Attorney 
General’s Directorate to change its name to the Law and Regulation Directorate.  This is a 
range of small changes that the directorate’s management team are keen to make in the hope 
of improving service to the public.  
 
The directorate contains three services  
 

- Registry Services; 
- Regulatory Services, which also contains the Civil Aviation Department; 
- and the Government Legal Service, which will be the new name for what used to be 

called Attorney General’s Chambers. 
 

The thinking is that the new directorate name reflects all the way all of its functions work 
together.  It is believed to more clearly reflect the work of the whole directorate.  The 
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building will retain the name Attorney General’s Chambers rather than ‘the old printing 
shed’, but it will no longer be used to refer to a department of government. 
 
Honourable Members, the Attorney General has advised me that all the directorate’s staff 
have agreed to pay a small fine - proceeds to be split between the directorate’s coffee float 
and a local charity (I might add here that the Attorney General in his notes actually said it 
was a beer kitty, but I thought that was inappropriate), if any of them says or writes “Attorney 
General’s Chambers” after 1st January 2015.  I am sure members of the public dealing with 
the directorate will support us by trying to catch members of staff out.  
 
Government Legal Services, the service continues to be very busy, but has achieved a great 
deal since my last formal report to this House.  
 
The Children Ordinance came into force on 31 October – this is the first major stage in the 
Government’s overhaul of legislation for the care and protection of children. 
 
Children (Hosting and Private Boarding) Regulations brought into force shortly afterwards. 
The Regulations implement requirements for the notification of arrangements for care of 
children outside immediate family.  Work is ongoing in the preparation of more regulations 
to underpin the Children Ordinance.   
 
The legal team is continuing to work closely with the Safeguarding Children Board, Social 
Work Team, Police, Education, and others on a rolling programme to improve child 
protection practice and procedures, for example, through the recent delivery of further multi-
agency training.   
 
Proposals were made at this year’s Attorneys General’s Conference in November by the 
Falkland Islands to take the lead in working more closely with other Overseas Territories on 
child protection to share best practice and exchange information.  
 
Mr Speaker, The Planning (Amendment) Ordinance and supplementary regulations came into 
force on 13th November, introducing, among other things, delegated powers for 
consideration of planning applications, and creating various speaking rights for the public. 

 
Falkland Islands Tourist Board Ordinance passed at the end of October, with proposals for 
commencement early in the New Year, currently being considered by Executive Council. 
 
The Crimes and Criminal Procedure and Evidence Bills were passed by the Assembly at the 
end of October; the successful culmination of nearly two years of hard work.  The project 
was facilitated by Her Majesty’s Government in the form of funding, and a vital secondment 
from the Crown Prosecution Service International Division, but still resulted in a serious 
strain on the service’s existing resources.  Further work now needs to be progressed, with the 
Police and Courts in particular, to enable the laws to be brought into force in the New Year, 
but which will put us in an excellent position in terms of having modern, accessible and 
comprehensive laws in place governing our criminal law and procedures.   
 
Registry Services continues to deliver a good service to the public, and is continuing with its 
programme of improvements.  The Registrar General is currently working on the review of 
the Electoral Ordinance and preparations for its annual canvass which will begin as usual in 
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March.  From the New Year, the Registry will be sticking to the formal opening hours more 
strictly.  The “drop-in” service (where no appointment is necessary) is only available from 
8am to 12 noon each day.  Appointments in the afternoon will require an appointment.  
 
Regulatory Services - Civil Aviation has inspected and issued reports for more than 90% of 
Camp airstrips so far this year, and are on target to visit all airstrips on an annual basis.  This 
week Executive Council considered a report about plans for the oversight of Camp airstrips 
that will ensure safety standards continue to be achieved, whilst adopting a practical approach 
that brings the aviation regulations into line with the way our FIGAS service operates.  Civil 
Aviation is also working hard with FIGAS and Stanley Airport to ensure that the airport is 
ready for certification before the commencement of oil support helicopter operations early in 
2015. 
 
Regulatory Services has been working along with the Telecoms Working Group on telecoms, 
and a strategic review of the service provided by SURE is underway.  The review is looking 
at all aspects of the service and will make recommendations on future technical options and 
pricing, as well as the need for further regulation to ensure the best outcomes for customers. 
On the completion of the review, Falkland Islands Government will be well placed, when the 
time comes, to enter into negotiations for a new licence that will meet the Islands’ increasing 
telecommunications needs into the future. 
 
Mr Speaker, I propose I have a brief pause there to see if there any questions on my report of 
the Attorney General. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, does anyone wish to comment or raise questions on that portion of the 
report?   
 
No. 
 
Please continue.   
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
The Treasury portfolio update – in my last portfolio update I talked about the start of a 
consultation on the way contributions are calculated for the retirement pension.  This 
consultation has now closed and I am pleased to say that we have had a high response rate 
with 221 employee and 38 employer responses, accounting for 10% of the working age 
population.  This response and comments collected are currently being reviewed and a report 
will go to Executive Council in the New Year prior to the results being published. 
 
Still on the topic of pensions, Executive Council yesterday approved a number of 
amendments to the Falkland Islands Pension Scheme or FIPS legislation.  This will be 
presented to the next Assembly following gazetting, and makes a number of long outstanding 
changes to the legislation which benefits scheme members.    
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Internal audit have undertaken six audits so far this year, resulting in three good and three 
satisfactory assurance levels.  The first self-assessment quality assurance of internal audit was 
undertaken this year and validated by the external auditors.  One follow up on Capital 
Projects was undertaken showing a partial implementation of recommendations.   
 
The focus for the Treasury section over the last few months has been on finalising last year’s 
financial statements.  The auditors have now completed their onsite work and have indicated 
to Standing Finance Committee that they will be issuing an unqualified audit report, 
effectively giving a clean bill of health to last year’s finances.  A large amount of work was 
undertaken this year by Donna Henry and Jodie Aldridge who have been able to put the 
knowledge learnt in their studies into practice.   
 
The finance training programme runs by the Treasury for staff in other departments has been 
going very strongly with update training on financial instructions and budget preparation, 
both being run over the last month.  These courses ensure that staff are appropriately trained 
on their financial responsibilities, and it was good to see a high turnout for both sessions. 
 
In October Executive Council reapproved the Falkland Islands Government budget strategy, 
and departments have started the annual process of completing their budget submissions.  The 
nine principles agreed during last year’s budget process were reaffirmed, and two new 
policies approved.  These new policies both relate to ensuring that the operating budget levels 
are maintained and managed.  44% of departmental budgets relate to staffing, and in recent 
years there have been a number of increases in posts.  Executive Council therefore agreed 
that the wage bill for each directorate will not increase, with the exception of any cost of 
living increase, and that new posts will only be considered if they are absolutely critical and 
housing is available. 
 
The full 2015/16 budget strategy is available from the Treasury website.   
 
Moving briefly onto staffing matters, in the Tax Office our new Head of Tax Policy, Leon 
Wong joined us just a few short weeks ago, and will be working with the Policy Unit on a 
number of reviews to encourage economic development, including rural tax incentives and 
land investment policies.   
 
Our company Taxation Officer, Annie Bailey, became the first ever recipient of a prestigious 
award from the Association of Taxation Technicians Council for her many years of 
exceptional service to the professional body.  We congratulate her.   
 
In the Treasury section an internal promotion has seen Felicity Smith move into the role of 
Senior Finance Assistant and Ali Hancox will shortly be joining the team as Accounting 
Assistant. 
 
Finally in Internal Audit a new Chief Internal Auditor will be arriving with his wife in mid-
January. 
 
Mr Speaker, thank you. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Honourable Members wish to raise a question? 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Roger Edwards for his report. It just came to my 
attention when he mentioned the Falkland Islands Pension Scheme, and we did indeed see the 
documentation this week which will be coming to this House, and I noted in it that it 
recognises partners, long term partners as well as spouses in awards of pension payments, and 
I would like to ask him to investigate whether this can also apply to the Retirement Pension 
Scheme, because I think it’s a matter of a need to update that legalisation and we are going 
through this review currently of the Retirement Pension Scheme.  I did mention it to the 
Financial Secretary yesterday, but I think this would be an opportunity to raise it and I have 
had some constituents raise this matter, but people are in long term partnerships and if it 
applies to one scheme I think it should apply to the other, so I would be grateful if he could 
look into the application of that to the Retirement Pension Scheme as well. 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, I would be delighted to take that forward and produce the answers required by 
my Honourable Colleague. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Do any other Members wish to comment? 
 
No, we move onto the next portfolio report. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, my portfolio is Natural Resources.  I am 
going to first of all talk about the Fisheries Department and then move onto Agriculture, and 
also I have responsibility in my portfolio for Falkland Islands Meat Company, so I will make 
reference to that at the end. 
 
As published in Penguin News, it has been a record year for fish catches.  Total catches 
passed 450,000 tonnes by the end of November.  Much of this is due to the large Illex catch 
earlier in the year.  Whilst such strong performance is reassuring as we end this year 2014, it 
would really good to think that we might see a return to a more positive relationship with 
Argentina on the issues of regional fisheries conservation and shared stocks in particular.  
The constructive arrangements which existed through the 90s and the early 2000s, and from 
which Argentina withdrew, are history now, but whilst that bilateral arrangement existed it 
did serve to improve overall fisheries management and conservation. 
 
As we approach Christmas there are only a couple of vessels continuing to fish in the 
Falkland Islands zone which is fairly typical for this time of the year.  Preparations are 
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underway for the 2015 Illex season, and interest in licences, I am told, remains high.  I also 
would like to add that the Director and his staff are preparing a Code of Practice to take into 
account conditions for fishermen, which particularly apply to the Illex fishery, and I would 
like to think that I can bring that to my Colleagues in January.  The Falklands are recognised 
as a major squid producing area and for management of squid resources.  In this context the 
Senior Fishery Scientist – Dr Arkhipkin, was invited to contribute to a Symposium on Pacific 
Squid which was held in Peru in November. 
 
Moving on to FIPASS.  As mentioned at the last meeting in my motion for adjournment, the 
management of FIPASS has transferred from Byron McKay Port Services to Atlink Ltd. Also 
tender documents for the more urgent surveys and repair works for FIPASS have been 
released.  Bids for the Ultrasonic Thickness Measurement (UTM) survey have been received 
and are being evaluated, and tender documents for some of the major structural works, 
including the Ro-Ro barge, are currently open for bids with a closing date in late January, so 
we are making progress there. 
 
Work has also continued on policy issues necessary for a modernisation of Falkland Islands 
marine legislation. This is a massive piece of work and I am grateful to the work of the 
Attorney General’s Chambers - I will be the first person to pay the fine - for their 
contribution to this legislation. 
 
Looking at Agriculture, on the veterinary front there has been a big push recently on work 
related to securing wider market access for Falkland meat products.  Information on animal 
production, animal health status, and related veterinary issues has been progressing to target 
new markets.  Whilst that will hopefully result in additional market opportunities, all of us 
need to be aware that it can be a very long process to negotiate such market access, and in 
rare cases there may be insurmountable hurdles. Some similar work is also ongoing for wool 
exports. 
 
The Department of Agriculture is bringing in a livestock assessor/grader in January, this is a 
response to Falkland Islands Meat Company who would like to see more training and 
skilling-up for farmers to assess the quality of and grade of their lambs, mutton and cattle, 
and I am pleased that the Department of Agriculture has responded to this because Falkland 
Islands Meat Company, only a monthly ago, asked for this training to be brought forward as 
early as possible in the season, and I am pleased to announce that we have got a grader 
coming in January, I believe their training will be taking place between the 15th and 21st 
January, so farmers that are interested should get in touch with the Agricultural Department 
to see how that programme will be compiled. 
 
The National Stud Flock, there is ongoing work with selecting studs and genetics for the AI 
programme for the National Stud Flock in 2015.  A number of options are also being looked 
at for increasing the pace of genetic development which could involve an expanded role for 
the National Stud Flock and more work is going to be done on that in 2015, and we welcome 
that to try and speed up genetic change in our flocks. 
 
Looking at staffing, we are recruiting a temporary Vet to replace Zoe Fowler and we also are 
in the process of recruiting a Meat Hygiene Inspector to work at Falkland Islands Meat 
Company for the high season, but most importantly we do have Ian Campbell returning from 
Australia as the Senior Agricultural Advisor. This will bring some leadership to the 
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Agricultural Department, and I am sure with his previous experience in the department he 
will hit the ground running, and we will see some good results in the department.  It’s also 
my pleasure to thank Kate Gowdie who has just returned to Australia, who has been an 
Agricultural Advisor for many years with us, and also has been acting up as the Senior 
Agricultural Advisor, so we wish her well in her future career back in Australia.  Travis 
Allington has joined the department, and he is Agricultural Advisor advising on animals and 
stock. 
 
In the Fisheries Department, we have got Brendon Lee who has transferred to become 
Toothfish scientist, and this post is jointly funded between the Government and CFL. 
 
As with other departments, the Department of Natural Resources is busy preparing their 
budget for 2015/16, and a lot of work is going into that.   
 
Just referring finally to Falkland Islands Meat Company, we are just about to start the export 
season.  Falkland Islands Meat Company is gearing up for that, a lot of work going on.  The 
season will be starting a week later than normal in January in the anticipation that stock will 
be prepared if we start that little bit later, and I am very optimistic that we will have a good 
season for farmers and for Falkland Islands Meat Company, and that we have a better 
growing season than we did last year. 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker.    
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to comment or raise a question? 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable lady for her report, especially on the Fisheries 
Department, it’s heartening news.  I don’t know whether you mentioned it or not, but I seem 
to have picked up vibes somewhere that the dear old Southern Blue Whiting might finally be 
showing signs of some recovery. Is that correct? 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
 
Mr Speaker, yes, I have seen reports that there is recovery of Southern Blue Whiting, and if 
you would like more detail I can get that from the Director of Fisheries, but it is encouraging 
and Rock Cod had been holding out very well as well. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Member wishes to comment or raise a question? 
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The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, sorry to keep hogging the floor this morning, the abattoir is starting a week late, 
I presume, obviously, the seasons just shifted by one week, they are quite comfortable that 
given the weather conditions that can sometimes pertain that the Falklands roads are not 
going to become a dramatic issue at the tail end of the season?  Just a slight worry I have. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
 
Mr Speaker, I indeed have that slightly worry and so do farmers. We will just have to see 
what conditions are like in May, but the current plan is that the season will finish at the same 
time as it has in previous years, even though it’s starting a week later, but if the stock is there, 
and the quantities and the roads are holding up, and the transport systems are working, there 
is a possibility that the season might drift on a few more days or another week after the 
closing, but it’s really a matter of the quality of the stock and weather conditions. 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Any other Member wishes to comment or speak? 
 
No. 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motion for Adjournment 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move that the House stands adjourned sine die. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, it’s one of those odd features of our society that nobody 
dies for long periods of time in the Falklands, and then suddenly you get two or three at once, 
and we have had that sad occurrence in the last two or three weeks with the loss of Odette 
McGill and more recently Joan Benjamin who was well known at the Falkland Islands 
Company, and of course, in the last two or three days Don Bonner who was very well known, 
not only within the Falklands, but widely outside the Falklands, because of his work at 
Government House as chauffeur.  There will be many of us who have known Don Bonner for 
many, many years and remember a great deal about Don Bonner, not only as his time as 
chauffeur at Government House, but his previous life before that.  To Don’s family, Odette’s 
family and Joan’s family I would like to extend my deepest sympathies to them all. 
 
We have just experienced a brilliant week, I think, in terms of Falklands public diplomacy, 
and an exposition of dignity in terms of the way that you can remember the past, the whole 
experience of remembering the loss of thousands of sailors in 1914 both at Coronel and in the 
Falkland’s.  I think I was done very well indeed, and I would like to congratulate all of those 
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who are involved in doing that work, very ably lead by our colleague the Honourable Phyl 
Rendell. 
 
I have had the pleasure of having Sir John and Lady Sykes stay with us, not only for that 
week, but a week subsequent, fortunately for us and perhaps unfortunately for them, and I 
have learnt a great deal more about Admiral Sturdee, and interestingly, the association of his 
family with St Helena. The Doveton element of the Sturdee family actually has origins in St 
Helena, and my understanding is that a member of the descendants of the Doveton family 
have recently presented Doveton’s sword to the museum, so I think that’s a brilliant thing for 
them to have done and it’s nice to hear that connection.  Congratulations and thanks to 
everybody who took part in that. 
 
We have announced this week the appointment of a new Director for the Health & Social 
Services Department.  I very much look forward to his arrival at the end of January.  Those 
who have filled in in the meantime have struggled manfully and ladyfully to help us deal with 
some of the key issues that remain in the Health & Social Services Department, and to push 
forward some of the issues that we know are required to improve the output from that 
department. 
 
We are working on the care for the elderly Care Home, but have also identified in that 
process the need for a wider review of the care for the elderly in the community, and will 
invite Executive Council in due course to consider how best public money is allocated to this 
project, and whether there is merit, in fact, in allocating additional funds to keeping people in 
their homes in more inventive and thoughtful ways. 
 
We have a huge amount of work to do, not only in terms of elderly people, but also the care 
of younger people, and we keep talking about the Vulnerable Persons Strategy, it’s just a 
phrase, it doesn’t mean anything, what we haven’t done and we desperately need to get done 
is the detailed work that’s necessary to review the young people we have overseas, both in 
educational and medical care, and to see to what extent we can reinvest that money in 
facilities here to allow them to stay in the their own community.  Those are both pieces of 
work that certainly I will be pressing on the new Director require urgent attention when he 
gets here. 
 
That said I think that the Medical Services Department has performed exceedingly well in the 
last few months despite their difficulties, and I just wanted to thank all of them for the work 
that they have done for all of us over the year.   
 
To note in closing that the people in the hospital, of course, will be working throughout the 
festive season to provide services to the public, as indeed will the people in the Police, 
particularly in the Social Services for whom I also have responsibility, and Customs & 
Immigration.  So for all of those public servants who will be working continuously through 
the festive season, thank you very much for their time and commitment. 
 
Finally in closing I would just like to thank Her Majesty’s Forces for the work that they have 
done for us over the course of the year and to recall, of course, they too will be working 
throughout the festive season to ensure the proper defence of our Islands. 
 
I support the motion. 
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The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, of course we would all like to join in the condolences 
expressed by the Honourable Mike Summers, and also our thanks to those who will work 
over Christmas, whether it’s emergency services including volunteers, or British Forces. 
 
I have just a couple of other points to raise.  I was very appreciative, a few months ago, of the 
hard work done by the Commander British Forces to try and find out what was happening to 
civilian mail.  Unfortunately, I have bad news and it’s not just the recent glitch which we all 
know about, and we hope some mail arrived and is being sorted as we speak.  But I had an 
opportunity to run a little test of my own, in that at the Party Conferences our neighbours 
were the Royal Mail. I entered their raffle and won it. They posted, from their head office, a 
small package in the second half of October.  Although it was properly marked and posted by 
one of their senior public relations people, it didn’t arrive until the second week in December.  
I am not alone in that experience, that’s just a case in point. 
 
Many people have been forced unwillingly to take up online banking for their credit cards 
and things like that because they were not getting statements in time, and they were actually 
paying the penalty of interest on amounts that they were not aware of.  They have also told 
me that they receive the threatening letters: “pay up now”, at the same as they receive the 
statement, so there does seem to be a kind of randomness about the way in which stuff is 
dispatched from depots. 
 
The Royal Mail people, and of course they were their front line public relations people, 
assured me that they would only have it in hand for a few days, so there is a black hole 
somewhere that that mail is disappearing into, and then being sent in, as I said, random 
batches not necessarily date order, and I think it would bear a little investigation. 
 
The only other thing I had to say was, I would like to acknowledge the firm and unequivocal 
support we have had from Her Majesty’s Government in the UK, in the face of the 
increasingly frantic efforts by Argentina to claim they have the support of the entire world 
and his dog for their case, and we sometimes take that for granted. I hope we never do 
entirely because that steadfast support helps us achieve our aim of true self-determination. 
 
Thank you, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members; I just want to say a few words about the 
events around Battle Day and the 100th Anniversary.   
 
I think the most significant thing for many of us was the bringing together of the descendants 
of the Craddocks, the Sturdees and the Von Spees, and that is something that we could never 
have planned for as to how that was going to work, and it just worked so well, and firm 
friendships have been made, not only with Falkland Islanders but amongst those people, and 
we really, as I say, couldn’t have planned for that. 
 
We also had the Mayor of Coronel here with his wife, which strengthen the links with 
Coronel, even though they didn’t speak any English, the language did not get in the way at all 
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when it came to friendships last week, and I think that to me was one of the most powerful 
things from the week. 
 
I would just like to thank all the members of the committee, the 1914 committee as we call 
them, publically for the support and work that they did last week voluntarily. It was a huge 
amount of work and I am most grateful to all of them for everything that they did, but 
particularly I would like to thank the community, the community participation was far more 
than we could have ever dreamt of, and that contribution from the community throughout the 
week right through to the final event on the Friday evening of the dedication of the Defence 
Core Volunteers Cairn was quite remarkable, so I really do thank the community for their 
continuous support throughout the week. 
 
I would like to also thank the Commander British Forces for the assets that were put at our 
disposal last week, for HMS Clyde and for HMS Protector and for the Royal Marine Band 
and the marching troops. It wouldn’t have been the same without all of that support, so thank 
you very much indeed. 
 
I really just want to say: happy Christmas to everybody in the community, particularly to 
those in Camp.  It’s a busy season, life goes on, some are lamb marking, some will be 
shearing, but they will stop for the odd barbeque I am absolutely sure, but happy Christmas to 
all of those out in Camp, and also particularly to the departments I am responsible for.  To all 
those at Natural Resources and to all those at Falkland Islands Meat Company in their 
preparation for the export season, and to all at South Atlantic American Services which is 
also my portfolio. 
 
I would just wish everybody a very happy Christmas and a very healthy and prosperous New 
Year. 
 
I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the Motion for Adjournment I, too, 
would, of course, like to associate myself with the remarks made by the Honourable Mike 
Summers, in his closing address. 
 
To mention also the last week’s events of 1914 commemoration, it was a hugely successful 
week I believe, and without going into detail I think we all know just how successful it was.  
I would like to actually take this opportunity to thank the Honourable Phyl Rendell and all the 
1914 committee for the huge amount of work they have put into this leading up, and I won’t 
say I actually saw her stressed, but I did see her a little bit excited sometimes. 
 
The week previous to that, of course, we had a visit from four industry representatives from 
Trinidad and Tobago, and they have asked me to convey their thanks and appreciation for the 
way they were treated here in the Falklands, they loved the place, they thought it was 
wonderful even though they complained about it being cold all the time, but they were very, 
very appreciative of the way they were treated here by the Falkland Island people and they 
asked me to extend their thanks. 
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It was a hugely successful visit in the way that we have made some very strong links, I think 
now, with Trinidad and Tobago.  Early next year the Falkland Islands have been invited to 
attend a huge energy conference that is an annual event held in Trinidad.  It’s a very big 
event, it’s almost an international event, I guess you can say, and for the first time the 
Falklands have been invited to attend, and I have been asked to lead a delegation I guess, if 
you want to put it like that.  I will be meeting later this afternoon with Heads of Department, 
Government Department Heads and also with private sector people who have expressed an 
interest in attending this conference, and hopefully we will have a plan formulated and who is 
all going.  This will take place between the 24th and 31st January next year. 
 
I think my Honourable Colleagues that have spoken have already mentioned that there will be 
many people working over Christmas, and I would like to thank all those in my departments 
that I have portfolio responsibility for.  I would like to thank them all for what they will be 
doing over the Christmas period, and wish them all a very merry Christmas, and I think 
finally Mr Speaker, I would like to just mention our Clerk of Council, of course, who will be 
overseas this Christmas, and I wish her all the best to her and her family. 
 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion.  
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I will be brief.  I, too, would like to associate myself with 
the sympathy and condolences expressed by the Honourable Mike Summers and fellow 
Colleagues. 
 
I last week returned from a couple of weeks overseas where I attended the Joint Ministerial 
Council, during which period I had a bilateral meeting with our Minister Swire and discussed 
with him, and also with leaders of the other Overseas Territories, access to UK bank 
accounts, which I know is dear to some people’s hearts, and also the UK frozen pension 
schemes, although I must admit on the UK frozen pensions the discussion was most 
unhelpful, but I hope to raise it again next year at similar meetings. 
 
You will be aware that Tiger Aspects have been filming in the Islands over the past couple of 
years, and I was delighted to be invited along to the Soho Hotel where Tiger Aspects put on a 
20 minute showing of highlights from the first six episodes of “An Island Parish”, and I was 
somewhat amused when one of the people who had been invited along asked me why the 
Vicar had such an important role in it, and I suggested the clue might be in the title.  This 
should be coming to our screens towards the end of February, and so look out on BBC2 for 
“An Island Parish”, it will run through from then until Easter, and I am sure there may be one 
or two other programmes that listeners may wish to view over the Christmas period. 
 
I, too, would like to thank the 1914-18 Committee because, of course, I attended the similar 
occasion in London where we met at the Church of St Martins in the Fields, and I was invited 
to take part in that service and also lay a wreath on behalf of the Falkland Islands’ people, 
and they too, the committee in London in association with the committee here, probably spent 
the best part of two years preparing that, and it was an absolutely seamless occasion and 
when things happen in such a seamless way it normally means that there has been a lot of 
damned hard work done behind the scenes, so I would like to thank them, as well as our own 
committee here in the Islands. 
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One thing that I didn’t pick up during the occasion, as you are aware the Royal Navy over the 
centuries have been very well known for sending appropriate signals, and one that I learnt 
when I was at Dartmouth was sent by Admiral Sturdee here prior to the Battle of the Falkland 
Islands.  As you are aware, when the Germans were sighted the British fleet were still in 
harbour, they were coaling, they were fuelling, they were busy and suddenly there was this 
big clamour of getting everything to sea in time, and anyway, having sailed, they went out 
past Cape Pembroke and they sighted the Germans on the horizon and Admiral Sturdee sent 
them a wonderful signal, which said “enemy in sight, hands to dinner” which really sort of 
summed up the way they were, in other words, sailors could go and get their food, they could 
then square away mess decks and turn to properly in the afternoon for the battle, but I thought 
that was a wonderful signal to send at the start of one of the first major conflicts of the First 
World War. 
 
While we are talking about committees, I would like to thank all the work done by the 
members of the public who give up their time so willingly and freely to sit on the various 
committees across Government. Without those committees Government would not function, 
and so I would like to thank them particularly for all their time they give up and, of course, I 
wish to thank all staff of my various portfolio departments and right across Government for 
their hard work during the last 12 months. 
 
In particular at this time of year, coming up to Christmas, it is very difficult when you are 
away from your family and friends, and so I would like to pay particular thanks to the British 
Forces who are here to ensure that we can live in freedom with our own right of self-
determination. They are away from their families and friends and so I do particularly, and I 
am sure everyone in the Falkland Islands, appreciate their being here and thank them for their 
duty. 
 
So I would like to wish everyone in the Islands a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, 
and look forward to seeing many of them at the various festive gatherings across West 
Falklands. 
 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I will keep my comments short and I would like to 
associate myself with all the comments made about the loss of various people over the last 
few weeks.  
 
It’s been a very busy time in our Education Department over the last year, but I am pleased to 
say that there has been very definite progress in all our schools, and that’s because of the hard 
work put in by all the teachers, and I would like to take this opportunity of thanking them for 
all their hard work that is showing benefits now, and I am sure those benefits will continue. 
 
People will know that we have appointed a new Director, Tom Hill, many people will already 
know him from his time here before and I think his arrival, as someone who knows the 
Islands, the fact that we have a local person as the head of our Junior School and Camp, and 
the fact that we now have an excellent headmaster of the Community School who has just 
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signed a new contract, I think we are looking for a period of continuity and I think that 
continuity will continue to drive the standards of education throughout the Islands to a higher 
level.   
 
I would like to thank Annie Tempest who’s leaving as Director of Education for all the hard 
work that she has put in and it is only because of her and her team, both in the senior and the 
junior school, that we have seen this development.  There is a gap between when she leaves 
and when Tom Hill arrives, but that will be met by people standing in for her, and that will be 
Karen from the Infant & Junior School, but she will also be coming down from the UK for 
two visits in the New Year and into March to help cover that gap before Tom Hill arrives, so 
I would like to thank her for all her work. 
 
Another person leaving the Education Department is June McMullen, she has worked in the 
department for many year, and as she said herself “for far more years than I care to 
remember,”, so when she leaves I think many people will miss her and I wish her well in her 
retirement, but as is often the case, people who retire often end up doing more work than they 
were doing when they were full time. 
 
The other person I wish to bring to everyone’s attention is the fact that Eileen Davis will be 
retiring this year after 30 years working for Government, and that’s a tremendous amount of 
time. Much of that was in the Education Department, but she did spend some time in the 
Human Resources Department, but still survived that and then worked again in the Education 
Department.  I know she will be missed and although she is retiring as a full time employee I 
am sure, and I know, that she will be coming back to help us as we develop the training 
centre in the coming year. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all the staff in Gilbert House, all the staff who have really kept 
us in check as MLAs, made things happen, made sure everything runs smoothly, and that is 
essential if a Government is to function well, and I would like to associate myself with the 
comments by my colleague the Honourable Ian Hansen, Claudette has been out of the Islands 
for some months now as many people will know and she will be spending Christmas in the 
UK, our thoughts are with her and I wish her well and I hope to see her back ruling Gilbert 
House again in the not too distant future. 
 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion.   
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the Motion for Adjournment, a couple 
of hopefully brief points. 
 
Obviously, I would like associate myself fully with the sympathies being expressed by my 
Honourable Colleagues to the families of those who have passed on recently.  This year really 
has been quite a horrible year in that respect, we have lost some real characters here in the 
Falklands, they weren’t people who were leaders of industry, they weren’t people who were 
leaders of men, but by golly they left their mark and made this country what it is today for us 
to take forward. 
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I, too, would like to pass on my thanks to the 1914 Committee for the way that week went.  I 
wasn’t really directly involved.  I was able to enjoy it almost as a member of the public and 
enjoy it I did, it was an absolutely splendid week, you just couldn’t have done better, so I 
would like to thank you all for that and, of course, it was so important right from day one that 
the word was commemoration and bringing both sides together and it worked, so I thank you. 
 
I would also like to associate myself with the comments made by my Honourable Colleague 
to my left here about the visit of the delegation from Trinidad & Tobago.  I have never met a 
more brilliant, happy, groovy, with-it bunch in my life, and they certainly went down a storm 
here in the Falklands, and I know they have made friends wherever they went, and I think my 
colleague is right that we are going to build some very, very strong relationships with that 
part of the world, and if ever he needs a gate opener when he heads north again, I am 
volunteering. 
 
Also associate myself with the Honourable Jan Cheek in her mention of thanks that we 
should give for the steadfast support of the British Government and also the people of the 
United Kingdom.  We are indeed facing quite an onslaught by our neighbours at the moment.  
I don’t quite know what they are hoping to achieve at the moment, they are achieving 
absolutely nothing except giving me endless hours of entertainment, but perhaps what does 
worry me more than anything is the way they now seem to have concerted effort in 
brainwashing their own people and also washing history, changing maps, the depths that they 
will go to, the levels that they will sink to further their lies throughout the world is quite 
amazing.  We must, even though there are not many of us here in the Falklands, we must 
continue to combat that, and I would like to thank those who through the internet, through 
forums, people living in this country and overseas who do their best to keep putting the other 
side, the argument and correcting the lies that are being put out there because otherwise if 
you don’t, lies will become the truth. 
   
I have a few things, yes, I almost forgot the trip to Acorns that I was invited to, went along to 
and I actually thoroughly enjoyed it, I am glad I went along.  Of course, it’s a section of the 
community who very rarely come to public meetings because, of course, many of them can’t. 
I am following through on some points that were raised at the meeting at Acorns, and there 
are some things that actually cross borders, as you were, between portfolios, and I think we 
will be visiting some of the sheltered accommodation in the New Year, and I have been 
talking to Public Works Department about gratings outside the hospital which are of the size 
that makes getting across with both pushchairs and, of course, wheelchairs a bit of a 
challenge unless you take them at an angle, so I am pursuing that, also the pavement, cracks 
in the road up around that way, and hopefully we will see some action as time goes by. 
 
A couple of Public Works type things before I sit down, in fact I will be giving a portfolio 
report in January so I won’t go into a great level of detail now, but I would like to thank 
everyone involved with getting the Christmas lights up on the poles along Ross Road.  That 
did come as a bit of a surprise to me as well because they kept it fairly quite that they were 
looking at it simply because the chances of failure or some technical problem being 
encountered was fairly high, and they didn’t want any premature public announcements being 
made until they were quite sure they could get the fittings in those lamp poles, and also the 
brackets and such like made, but my thanks to them for that.  I think we have still got our eye 
on Arch Green as well, again I will always caveat that by saying that if something happens 
and we find a technical glitch why it can’t be done, then I am very sorry about that, and of 
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course, our main business is keeping the light on in Stanley and that has to come first.  So if 
we run into problems in that sector then, of course, Christmas lights will have to be set to one 
side, but I know they will do their very best.  I would also like to thank all my people, the few 
people I have got left in Public Works Department for all they have done for us over these 
last 12 months, they punch well above their weight and they take sometimes a lot of criticism 
for stuff that is not of their making.  So I do wish them a very, very Merry Christmas as 
indeed I do all workers in Government. 
 
A couple of, if you like, public service type announcements.  Just to let everybody know that 
the East side of John Street/Villiers Street junction by Lois Cottage is to be closed for works 
from the 5th January until the 2nd February.  The works to be on John Street are of 
reconstruction of possibly 15 to 20 meters of the carriageway on the northern side, as I say, 
adjacent to Lois Cottage.  The slabs there are right through to the reinforcing so we have got 
to crack on with that, and we are scheduling that, of course, during the break when the school 
will be closed so as we can cause the minimum of disruption.  The water section will be 
going in at the same time and replacing a stop valve so we don’t have to, as some countries 
do of course, one section lays the road, the next section comes along in six weeks and digs 
her up again.   
 
What I will say though is to complete this work safely, and it is the safety of my people 
which here are paramount, we are going to actually close John Street completely rather than 
try and operate on just one side. We have had that many near misses just recently, especially 
on the Mount Pleasant road when the boys have been trying to work out there, that I think it 
is sensible and I fully support that for their safety we must close both sides.   
 
The other point I would like to raise is that I was questioned by a driver of a bus about the 
state of Ross Road East, and I knew we were scheduled to go back and do some work down 
there, I have a reply here from the Public Works, it not probably a reply that is going to bring 
much joy this festive time: the earliest that the work is likely to restart on Ross Road East is 
February and that also depends on the asphalt season and the staffing levels in the town 
gangs.  I am not going to get too deeply into staffing levels at the moment, that can wait till 
January, but all I will say we are now in a critical condition in a couple of areas.   
 
Finally a couple of points before sitting down, I guess.  This, in the Falklands, we are the 
same as everybody else in the world.  We have our silly season where news is perhaps a bit 
scarce and the wackier stories come to light, and I came across one of these a couple of 
weeks ago as other people did, that we have some unknown Argentine politician who’s 
supposedly on their way here, I guess arriving this Saturday if his dates are to be believed, 
who’s coming over for a couple of weeks to preach reconciliation and also to play us some 
anglo-rock music, I believe.  Now I and others have done a bit of digging, and it seems like 
this gentleman is heavily influenced by the Smiths and, of course, Morrissey, and least said 
about that gentleman perhaps the better.   
 
All I will say, even though I still think I am a mod sort of a kiddy, three minutes of Smiths 
music I do find to be slightly a mind altering event. If I am subjected to another three minutes 
of that same music within 24 hour time period I do actually start looking for tall structures off 
which I can throw myself, so I do have a real worry that if we are subjected to too many 
hours of that sort of music we may well succumb. 
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Finally, I would like to, as I say, associate myself with the Christmas wishes for all in the 
Falklands.  There are some as have been mentioned who will be working through Christmas, 
not just in Government of course, but in the private sector, the company I left there will be a 
watch keeper on over Christmas so they will be there as well, and also my grateful thanks and 
if you could pass my best wishes on to your lads and lasses up at Mount Pleasant for all they 
have done through this year and wish them a Merry Christmas, and we really, really do 
appreciate their presence here, they are in a part of the world where they are wanted and are 
welcome. 
 
So as we gallop merrily towards 2015 I would just like to perhaps leave you all with a couple 
of thoughts, a couple of lines taken from that great literary work of which I am very fond: 
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy.  The main thing, as we move into 2015, of course is: 
“always expect the unexpected, and don’t panic”. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members; obviously I would like to join my colleagues 
in offering condolences to those that have experienced loss over recent weeks.  It’s never 
easy, particularly at this time of year, and I would also like to join them in offering thanks to 
those groups and individuals that do so much to support our community, whether that’s the 
Honourable Chief Executive and his team, Commander British Forces and his team, or so 
many voluntary and dedicated groups that make our community and our islands what they 
are. 
 
Just two other brief points from me, I would like to take this opportunity to talk briefly about 
an issue that we discussed at Executive Council yesterday. This was the code of practice for 
local content for the oil industry.  For those that have not been involved in these discussions 
to date, this is the document that defines what level of obligation is placed on the oil industry 
and their subcontractors, to utilise Falkland Islands’ businesses. The draft document that we 
discussed yesterday also contains a definition of what we view as a Falkland Islands’ 
business.  
 
This document has inevitably taken some time to be completed, it’s resulted in hours of 
debate, (I see my Executive Council colleagues roll their eyes), and we had quite lengthy 
debate on it yesterday as well, and I think we have agreed a final version. There are a few 
amendments coming out of Executive Council, but that will be updated and then issued as the 
current final version.  Sadly, we have effectively missed the boat for next year’s exploration 
phase, but we always understood that, and at the very least we will have a more robust system 
in place for any future development phase that may occur.  Getting the balance right in such a 
code is a real challenge, and I am sure that once formally published there will inevitably be a 
range of views on it, but I would reiterate this is far from the end of the process, there is 
always room for improvement and amendment over time, so I encourage people to continue 
to talk to us about this code, and to continue to give us their views and we will be interested 
to see how it works over the coming months and years. 
 
I would also note on Saturday 10th January, as people will have seen from the recent press 
release, we will be officially unveiling the Lady Thatcher Memorial Bust, so I encourage 
people to come out on that day. The exact timing will be issued in due course, early in the 
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New Year, and there will also be a public reception on that day too, so hopefully we will see 
a wide cross section of the community attend. 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I support the motion  
 
Commander British Forces 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, thank you for the opportunity to address the Assembly. 
It’s not something I do very often, but if I could just make four brief comments, if I may. 
 
Firstly, to echo the condolences to those stalwart members of the Falkland Islands community 
whom we all fondly remember, and the condolences of all members of British Forces South 
Atlantic Islands to the families concerned. 
 
Secondly, very briefly on the mail issue, I can reassure Members and the local community 
that we at Mount Pleasant are suffering equally, if not more, by the particular issue.  I am 
confident, however, with the arrival of the Falkland Islands Resupply Ship last week, ongoing 
airbridge flights, and indeed a C17 freighter’s imminent arrival with another seven and a half 
tonnes of mail on-board, that we should break the back of this by Christmas. 
 
Thirdly, once again, if I can reiterate heart-felt congratulations to the Honourable Phyl 
Rendell and 1914 Committee, and indeed the wider community for what was a truly 
magnificent Battle Day series of commemorations.  I thought it was perfectly pitched, that 
combination of recognising the courage and sacrifice of our forebears down here, but also 
that spirit of commemoration and indeed reconciliation after all these years. It truly was a 
fantastic day and a timely reminder to those of us in uniform of that, firstly, our historical and 
ongoing links with the Falkland Islands, which will continue well into the future, I am sure, 
and the fact that we stand on the shoulders of giants and have a great responsibility to take 
that duty forward. 
 
Finally, on the matter of Christmas, I would like to thank Honourable Members for their best 
wishes.  I would like to reciprocate the best wishes of all members of British Forces South 
Atlantic Islands here to Honourable Members, to all people of the Falkland Islands and not 
withstanding the rhetoric from across the water we have heard about recently, are minded that 
empty vessels do indeed make the most noise, we will of course be standing ready as we 
always are over the Christmas period, but I am sure we will find time for a glass of sherry and 
a mince pie or two as I order: “Christmas in sight, hands to dinner”! 
 
Mr Speaker, thank you.   
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members, may I add my good wishes for Christmas and my hopes for a peaceful 
and prosperous New Year, when we get to it.   
 
This House stands adjourned accordingly.   
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