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 The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly  
held on Monday 11 November 2013 

 
Prayers 
 
Attorney General   
 
Good morning everybody.  Welcome to you all to the first meeting of the new 
Legislative Assembly.  It is my responsibility to preside over the election of the 
Speaker as Honourable Members have not yet taken their Oaths of Allegiance and 
Office.  The Constitution provides the Attorney General presides over the election of 
the Speaker and it also provides that the election of the Speaker is for the life of the 
Assembly.  Does any Honourable Member wish to nominate any person to be Speaker 
of the Assembly? 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
We would like to nominate Mr Keith Biles.   
 
Attorney General   
 
Is there anybody to second that motion? 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
I second that.   
 
Attorney General   
 
Are there any other further nominations for the role of Speaker? 
 
No, no further nominations.  In which case I accordingly declare that Mr Keith Biles 
is elected as Speaker of Legislative Assembly and I invite him to come forward to 
take the Oath of Allegiance and Due Execution of Office and then thereafter to 
preside over the Assembly.  Welcome. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Oath of Allegiance and Due Execution of Office.     
 
Honourable Members it is now usual for a Deputy Speaker to be appointed.  Does 
anyone wish to propose a name or names? 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members it is normal to nominate a Deputy Speaker at this 
point but in the spirit of openness, I wonder if colleagues would agree that we should 
advertise this position so that people who perhaps aren’t aware that they can apply for 
consideration can put their names forward.  I fully support your own election Mr 
Speaker but I think when the Assembly is dissolved and meets again I think we should 
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also look to advertising both the Speaker’s position and the Deputy Speaker as a 
routine so that we can find people in the community who may wish to be involved and 
have their names considered.  
 
Mr Speaker 
 
If that is the wish of the House?   
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Yes it is. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Then I suggest we defer the election of the Deputy Speaker until that process has been 
completed.  
 
From my own point of view I would like to thank Members for allowing me the 
privilege of serving this House for another term.  We face some exciting changes to 
the way that business is conducted here and I look forward to assisting and indeed 
being part of the evolution of this new Assembly.  Thank you again. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The Oath of Allegiance and Due Execution of Office for all Elected Members. 
 
The Attorney General administered the Oaths to all Elected Members. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members it is now my pleasure to present to our two newest members 
some tokens of their membership of this august body.   
(Assembly ties and scarves were presented) 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The Election of Elected Members to Executive Council 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
I appoint the Attorney General and the Honourable Financial Secretary to be tellers 
for the purpose of this election. 
 
In this respect I ask you to first vote for the Stanley Representative to Executive 
Council. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members I wonder if it can be indicated if any Members 
does not wish to be considered for election to Executive Council.   
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Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to exclude themselves from this round?  The Honourable 
Gavin Short does not wish and the Honourable Michael Poole does not wish.   
 
Voting in the first round for a Stanley Representative is confirmed in the name of The 
Honourable Mike Summers. 
 
Now, voting for a Camp Representative to Executive Council. Voting for a Camp 
Representative for Executive Council is confirmed in the name of the Honourable 
Phyl Rendell. 
 
Voting for third election to Executive Council a representative from either Stanley or 
Camp. In respect of a representative from either Stanley Constituency or the Camp 
Constituency to serve on Executive Council the election is confirmed in the name of 
the Honourable Dr Barry Elsby. 
 
The elected members of the Executive Council to serve for a period of 12 months is 
therefore as follows:- 
 
Representative from Stanley - The Honourable Mike Summers.  
Representative from Camp - The Honourable Phyl Rendell.  
Representative from either Stanley or Camp - The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby. 
 
I would like to call upon the Honourable Mike Summers to give notice of the 
Portfolio distribution. 
 
The Honourable Mike Summers 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members.  Members met on Friday to discuss the way that 
the Portfolios should be constructed and to determine as best we were able at this time 
who should be leading those Portfolio areas.  Portfolios have been constructed in eight 
areas largely mirroring the structure of the Public Service as much as we were able to 
do.  There are eight Portfolios.   
 
The first of those is Policy & Public Relations which includes all those issues under 
Policy including National Statistics, Environmental Planning, Archives and EU 
issues, Legislature, Public Relations, Public Diplomacy and FIGO.  The Portfolio 
Holder for that will be the Honourable Michael Poole and the Deputy will be the 
Honourable Jan Cheek.    
 
The second Portfolio is Central Services which includes Human Resources, IT, 
Leisure Centre, FIGAS, Post Office, Fox Bay Village, Court Administration, Project 
& Contract Audit.  The Portfolio Holder for that will be the Honourable Ian Hansen 
and the Deputy will be the Honourable Gavin Short. 
 
The third Portfolio area is Treasury, Finance & Regulatory Services which include 
under the Treasury – Finance and Taxation and under the Attorney General – Legal 
Services, Registry & Regulation including the Regulation of Monopolies.  The 
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Portfolio Holder for that area will be the Honourable Roger Edwards and the Deputy 
will be the Honourable Mike Summers. 
 
In Portfolio Number four which is Public Works that includes all the Public Works 
functions like Design & Contracts, Materials, Plant & Vehicles, Power & Electrical, 
Property & Municipal Services, Water & Highways.  It excludes Housing at this stage 
because the Portfolio Holder for that area is the Honourable Gavin Short who declares 
an interest in Housing matters and the Deputy will be the Honourable Phyl Rendell.  
 
Portfolio area number five which is Trade and Industry this includes Mineral 
Resources, Tourism, Localisation, Major Projects Planning, Stanley Services Limited, 
FIDC and its subsidiary FIMCO.  The Portfolio Holder for that area will be the 
Honourable Jan Cheek and the Deputy will be the Honourable Michael Poole.  Just to 
note that the Honourable Jan Cheek will not take up her role as Deputy Chair of the 
Falkland Islands Tourist Board as she has declared an interest and the Honourable 
Mike Summers will do that in her place.  
 
Portfolio number six is for Natural Resources which includes Fisheries & Marine 
Issues also Agriculture, Rural Development, Falkland Landholdings Limited and 
SAAS.  The Portfolio Holder for that area will be the Honourable Phyllis Rendell and 
the Deputy will be the Honourable Ian Hansen. 
 
Portfolio area number seven will be Health & Public Protection.  Under the Health 
Service that includes Health & Social Services and Housing for the reason I explained 
earlier.  Plus Emergency Services includes the Police, Fire & Rescue, Customs & 
Immigration and the Falkland Islands Defence Force.  Portfolio Holder for those areas 
will be the Honourable Mike Summers and the Deputy will be the Honourable Dr 
Barry Elsby.   
 
The eighth Portfolio area is Education which under Education includes Schools, 
Higher Education and Training.  It also includes Youth Development, Sport & Leisure 
Services and Art & Culture.  The Portfolio Holder for this area will be the Honourable 
Dr Barry Elsby and the Deputy will be the Honourable Roger Edwards. 
 
These are to some extent interim because there may be some tweaks and changes that 
are necessary as we go through the planning process for other areas but by and large 
that is intended to be the structure.   
 
Clerk of the Assembly         
  
The confirmation of the record of the Legislative Assembly held on the 22 August 
2013.   
 
Mr Speaker 
Honourable Members I have before me a record of that last meeting of the Legislative 
Assembly.  Is it your wish that I sign this as a true record? 
 
Aye 
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Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Copies of subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the 
last sitting of the Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 
34(1) of the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance 1977. 
 
 

• Electoral (Emergency and Replacement Proxies) Regulations 2013 
 
• Finance Ordinance 2013 (Correction) Order 2013 

 
• Electoral (Amendment) Ordinance 2013 (Correction) Order 2013 

 
• Licensing (Amendment) Ordinance (Correction) Order 2013 

 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members I hereby lay on the table the aforementioned 
papers. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The motion for adjournment. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker I beg to move that this House stands adjourned, sine die. 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members because we are currently seated in alphabetical 
order I have elected to speak first.  I wanted to say thank you first to the election 
officials who ran the election the other day with only the most minor of problems in 
that people were queuing for fairly lengthy periods later on in the day in the rain.  I 
am sure those problems will have been noted and some way of setting up two desks 
for telling off people as they come through.  A system will easily be devised in order 
to double the speed of people getting through in the future.  Because as long as we are 
going to have turnouts of high 70’s one day’s voting is going to be very busy.   
 
Following on from that I would like to very warmly welcome the new Members. I 
very much look forward to working with them and am delighted to be sharing the 
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Honourable Michael Poole’s Portfolio and he will be sharing mine. I hope we will 
bring the right mix of age and experience and youth and new ideas.  
 
I think it only proper that we also say thank you to past Members.  I served on several 
Assemblies with Sharon Halford. I know how hard she worked and what an honest 
job she did throughout her time on the Assembly.  I also know that during that time 
she showed immense courage in some very difficult situations, and I would like to pay 
tribute to that.  I would also like to pay tribute to Dick Sawle’s very hard work on 
things like bringing some of the monopolies into some degree of regulation.  I think 
we have got a long way to go, but I think we should recognise the work that he did 
with Andrew Newman and others in the Legal and Regulatory Service on getting 
some form of regulation in place.  There is still much work to be done.   
 
There is still much work to be done springs to mind with the task which we face over 
the next four years.  Everyone around this table is taking it immensely seriously, I 
know.  It will be a period of transition, there will be many changes in the way we 
work with things, but it’s all part of the evolution of the Islands towards more 
complete internal Self Government.  We need to look at the Constitution, we need to 
look at every process we conduct and see if we are doing it as well as we can, or if it 
could be done better, and I really look forward to doing that with my colleagues.   
 
We have informally agreed, so far, that we will have a quarterly Chair to avoid some 
of the confusion that was caused by the fact that we had the Chair changed monthly.  
For the moment I am sitting in that seat purely on alphabetical terms but one of the 
tasks I want to set myself as soon as I sit down in that chair is to work with the Public 
Relations Department to get out the information that people are wanting.  I know that 
the press are allowed to attend committee meetings, but they don’t always find it 
possible.  It’s difficult for members of the public because most committee meetings 
are during the working day, so I want to make sure that information goes out on every 
government committee, and with two people in the PR Department I am sure working 
with the Chair and with Chairs of those Committees we will be able to do that.  
They’ll also be able to say, for example, which bits of their constituency Camp 
members will be available in on their Fridays, or on other days they might choose.   
 
Finally, I would like to say I don’t take this task lightly at any time, but I don’t choose 
to criticise individual Public Servants who sometimes appear to have fallen down on 
their roles.  It’s a difficult balance, but I think because they don’t have a right to reply 
it is wrong to do it, and I wish to place that on record.   
 
The Honourable Phyl Rendell 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank all the constituents in the Camp who voted for me.  It 
was really overwhelming the support they gave me.  I am looking forward to visiting 
as many locations in the Camp and as many settlements over the next four years as I 
possibly can to hear views and concerns.  I also would like to invite all my colleagues 
to also meet in the Camp.  I think we all look to have a number of sessions out there 
so that they too are engaging with Camp constituents.  I am also very keen to engage 
with the Stanley constituents, have meetings and speak with them because obviously 
our portfolios cross and we are one country.   
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This is the first Assembly where we have full time MLAs and, of course, they are 
salaried so we have an enormous amount of work to do in the next few days to see 
how the Assembly is going to work.  It is going to be quite a different Government 
and I think we have some challenges and we have to set time aside in the next few 
days to discuss between ourselves how it’s going to function.  I feel quite strongly that 
in order for young campers to be candidates in four years time, we do have to have a 
practical working ethic that will encourage them to consider standing.  If there aren’t 
meetings, in quiet weeks, they are not forced to be in Stanley and away from their 
families for over four nights a week for the next four years.  I just don’t think we will 
get any young farmers with a family here or standing as candidates, so we do have to 
look at how they can work from where they abide, and yet also play a very active part, 
of course, in Stanley.  I am going to be raising this with my colleagues, and I hope we 
can set out a framework, particularly for those in remote areas, so they can enjoy 
some family life. I really would like to think that in four years time somebody will be 
standing here where I am, who is at least half my age and can support the Honourable 
Michael Poole.   
 
We not only need to establish the working practices of the Assembly, but there are 
many matters we need to look at and this is the time to do it: at the very beginning of 
the Assembly, I believe. I am very conscious that six of my Honourable Members are 
re-elected, and there are only two of us who are new here, but I do hope that my 
colleagues will enter into the spirit of reviewing everything that is done by the 
Assembly, and looking to see if there is anything that can be altered or improved, or if 
the way it functions currently is fine.  One of those areas that I can think of is how we 
conduct Public Meetings.  We engaged a lot of the electorate in the Public Meetings 
both in the Stanley and the Camp through the election process.  I would like to think 
that those people can continue to be engaged in politics and feel that they can come to 
Public Meetings, and we have a more approachable style.  I would like to discuss with 
colleagues how we conduct Public Meetings and secondly, on another scale, do we 
continue with a consensus Government.  I am really interested in the views of my 
colleagues on that and how we operate. 
 
I noted throughout the election campaign that our electors do want change in how the 
Assembly operates, and they do want change in how the Assembly reports, so I think 
we need to be cognisant about that and take action.  We have been able to announce 
the portfolio structure today.  I am pleased we have done that because I think it 
enables the Falkland Islands Government Departments to get on with the good work 
of delivering services, and they know who their reporting lines are currently.  As the 
Honourable Mike Summers says, there may be some tweaks as we discuss it on 
Friday, but I am really pleased that he has got some structure and it does align in 
many places with the Departments, so I hope that’s welcome. 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek did refer to the Chair.  I have to beg to say that I have 
been having some thinking over the weekend.  I think we probably all have, especially 
the Honourable Michael Poole and myself because we are so new to it, and you don’t 
really assume until you are elected many of these things, I do think we need to address 
the Chairing of the Assembly again.  I think we probably need to address that, go back 
and look over and consider perhaps an interim Chair until we have got all this 
structure and modus operandi for the Assembly to work.  That is my view today on 
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Monday morning after only a few days of being appointed.  I look forward to 
discussing all these matters with my colleagues in the coming days.   
 
I beg to support the motion. 
 
The Honourable Michael Poole 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker, Honourable Members. Congratulations firstly on your 
reappointment to your role Mr Speaker and I look forward to working with you over 
the next 4 years. 
 
I will keep this brief being my first Assembly address. Just to begin by thanking 
everybody that voted me in last week, and also the large range of people that have 
given me advice and support over recent weeks and months as well.  I would also like 
to put on record my thanks to the Fishing Companies Association who without their 
flexibility and understanding I would not be able to stand here today. So thanks to 
them. 
 
I would also like to associate myself with the Honourable Phyl Rendell’s earlier 
comments regarding the need for us to take some time to think about how the 
Assembly works, in particular, to think about how we communicate with the public.  I 
think there is a lot of new ideas that have come out during the election campaign that 
we really need to work through and talk amongst the eight of us, and with Civil 
Servants as well, to see what is best for the country.  
 
One thing that I think we should be doing very quickly, and I think that we agree on 
this generally across the board, is that we would like to look at having the December 
meeting of this Assembly televised, and I think Mr Speaker we will be asking you 
formally to look at a protocol of how that may work.  I think we need to accept it may 
mean that the layout of the Chamber itself may need to change, and we may also need 
to look at other venues as well so that is something to give thought to over the coming 
days and weeks.   
 
I am also very excited about my portfolio responsibilities. I look forward to working 
with the Honourable Jan Cheek in particular on Trade & Industry and also leading on 
Policy and Public Relations issues.  I will be out and about over the coming days and 
weeks, meeting with Civil Servants, getting an understanding of how things work and 
what the key priorities are in those areas.   
 
Just to conclude I am looking forward to meeting with a large range of people and 
organisations over the coming days and hopefully people will be patient with me as I 
get my feet under the table as they say.   
 
Mr Speaker, I support the motion. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Colleagues, in rising to support the motion for adjournment 
firstly I would like to thank all those who had faith in me and voted for me in the 
General Election.  I feel it a great privilege and honour to serve the people of the 
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Falkland Islands and to represent both the Falkland Islands here and overseas.  This is 
the first time we have had full time membership, and so things will change, and as 
some of my colleagues have already mentioned, how that is going to happen is still to 
be formalised.  I am sure a lot of the learning will happen as we go along; for instance 
what is the role of the Chair going to be for the three months that they are sitting as 
Chair of the Assembly? 
 
It also will set the tone for future elections.  As you are well aware I am a supporter of 
a single constituency and I think had we had a single constituency during this last 
election then Members sitting around the table may well be quite different to what 
they are now.  But I am sure Camp would have maintained their full participation.   
 
I welcome the two new members to the Assembly.  I think the Assembly is a very 
strong and forward looking Assembly and I welcome and look forward to working 
with both of them.  At the same time I would like to thank the officials who conducted 
the election right from top to bottom.  I know in Camp there are one or two minor 
amendments that need to be put into place for future elections such as timing and 
meeting places and the like, but it’s nothing too serious.   
 
I am delighted with my portfolios.  The Financial portfolio I had previously and added 
to that is Regulation and Legal Services etc. which gives me a chance to look at the 
monopoly services, both Stanley Services and our Telecommunications company, and 
look at their monopoly licence going forward.  I hope that we can soon look forward 
to mobile network across the whole Islands and certainly a fuel facility on West 
Falkland.  I too welcome TV into this Chamber and I hope, Mr Speaker, that you will 
be able to introduce some form of control so that we can have it possibly filmed by as 
early as the December meeting.   
 
For some of us, travel starts almost immediately.  The Honourable Ian Hansen and I 
will be away very shortly to the Joint Ministerial Conference in London and then I 
will be travelling onto a meeting in Brussels, so we have hit the ground running, but I 
am sure that is how it’s going to be for the next 4 years.   
 
Mr Speaker I support the motion.  
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, ladies and gentleman in rising to support the 
Motion for Adjournment just my customary ramble around the paddock of life.  I 
would like to start by thanking all those who voted for me in the election.  I was a bit 
shell shocked and completely humbled I must admit by the support you gave me.  I 
would also though like to extend my hand to those who did not vote for me.  I am here 
for you as well, and I will promise faithfully to give everything that I have to make 
this a better place for us and those that come after us, and to be part of a group which I 
hope will lay down ground rules and take some very far reaching decisions that will 
benefit the people of the Falklands for years to come.   
 
I would also like to welcome both the Honourable Phyllis Rendell and the Honourable 
Michael Poole to the Assembly and I know that they will contribute much to the 
Falklands over the next four years.  We best not though forget our two absent friends, 
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Sharon Halford and Dick Sawle, who both worked tirelessly during their time as 
MLAs and I would like to thank them publically for all that they did for our country 
during their time on the Assembly.  I am afraid now it is going to be a very lonely 
experience lurking by the Gibbering House ash drum partaking of a bit of bacci unless 
I can persuade somebody else to take up the old sport!   
 
I would certainly like to associate myself with the words of The Honourable Jan 
Cheek in thanking those who ran this election and made sure that it went as smoothly 
as, of course, they always do.  We have got it down to a fine art really although we 
certainly will need to, I think, take a look at the voting on the day: whether we do two 
day voting or have it somewhere where folk can get out of the weather if it’s quite as 
jolly as it was on the day of this election.   
 
I would though like to also thank those who ran in this election and didn’t get voted 
in; we also owe them a great debt for putting their head above the parapet.  They also 
brought some very interesting ideas out into the public debate, and I will not be at all 
surprised if some of those ideas that they have will actually form policy further down 
the line.   
 
There are, as I say, a great many issues that were raised in this election, and perhaps 
whilst not all dreams can be made to come true immediately, it is incumbent upon us 
though to plan, prioritise and deliver what we can for the benefit of our country 
without breaking the bank.   
 
Social media played a large part in this election and it is something that is a very 
useful tool, something which I have been using for years.  More to have fun than 
spread any great political messages, but it has on times been useful in disseminating 
information when the situation required it.  FIG has now, I know, put a tentative toe 
into the pool, but we really must fully take the plunge as it is a wonderful way of 
getting messages out and sparking debate, although it looks like probably we are 
going to be some of us working from home, others from the office over the next year 
or two until we get ourselves fully sorted out.  I will be insisting that when we do have 
a permanent home all MLA’s must have complete access to Facebook and Twitter etc, 
at all times, that is of course if they wish to use it.  That is their personal choice, but 
those of us who do wish to use it should have full access, and I think this is going to 
mean that some areas of the administration will have to drag themselves into the 21st 
century and pretty quickly.  As I say we are going to have to move to a more 
enlightened era and in my last days at FIDC we finally got them into Facebook, which 
I very much look forward to their intern making work for them.  It is something that 
really is good for pushing messages out and getting information out and, as I say, I do 
think we are going to have to, as a Government, loosen up a bit on this sort of thing.   
 
As you will have heard I stayed with the Public Works Department but the portfolio 
has been advanced to include roads etc. which I think it actually very, very good.  
This is going to be a pretty heavy portfolio with the increased activity that we, the 
PWD, are going to see in the forthcoming years and I am thankful now that we are 
full time.  As this includes Camp roads, it is my intention to get out for a look both in 
summer and more importantly in winter when they are at their very worst, to see just 
what the situation is both on East and West Falklands.  So I actually apologise 
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beforehand for the effect that I am likely to have on the weather when I attempt to 
make a trip to the West Falklands.   
 
As I alluded to, the PWD is a large Department that has input in one way or another in 
probably all FIG Departments and projects and I know from my four years experience 
that we have a great bunch of people right across the sections.  I really am looking 
forward to getting out and about with you all in the forthcoming weeks and months.  
Especially now that I will, once I can finish with the good old telephone company, be 
able to concentrate fully on PWD.  That said, I will not forget the other departments 
that I served in the last Assembly and I am sure I will be able to wangle a visit or two 
to them as well.  After all in one way or another they will be interacting with the PWD 
at some time or another so I will have a fair good excuse as it will be my intention to 
never step on toes of the MLAs who hold the portfolios that cover them. 
 
I believe that we will be moving towards more regular Executive Council meetings 
and Legislative Assembly, sitting probably from January onwards, and this will, I 
hope, save me delivering such long monologues every two or three months.  It is 
actually quite amusing that we do get castigated for not telling people what is going 
on, but I for one have always taken great pleasure in actually doing just that, spending 
probably hours in here telling people what my little Departments are up to since I 
have always been very proud of what they have been doing, even though on one or 
two occasions they might have taken a year or two off my lifespan.   
 
I would like to associate myself with the Honourable Michael Poole and his remarks 
about televising the Assembly.  I certainly would like to see us perhaps work on some 
sort of protocol for doing just that and I think as we move forward we are also going 
to have to look again to probably our Standing Rules and Orders to make it more of a 
relaxed sort of a session in a way.  I don’t mean turning up in jeans, Mr Speaker, 
before you want to throw me out.  
 
Perhaps just to mention my reason for not wanting to stand for Executive Council this 
time.  I am not shirking my responsibilities in any way shape or form; it’s just that I 
am still an employee.  I am still sort of part time and it could be in the first few 
Executive Councils I could find it clashes with my work and I cannot make it.  It 
would be unfair to start that way so I thought I would rather just sit back and put my 
hat in the ring once I know I can give it my full attention.   
 
I would like to gently ask both my colleagues and the administration that when it 
comes to reports and the like, let’s keep it plain, let’s keep it simple, there is nothing 
guaranteed to turn me off quicker than management speak, or written or spoken 
gobbledygook.  Let’s say what we mean in plain English, please.   
 
Finally I would like to repeat a plea that I made many times before.  We, the eight of 
us around this table, are only as good as the guidance that we get, and I am not talking 
here about the guidance given by officers of Government, as valuable as it is.  I am 
talking about you, the citizens of the Falklands.  Please keep talking to us, telling us 
what you want, what needs fixing, what you want for your future.  In the last 
Assembly some of the most enlightened and cool ideas for making this a better place 
were brought to us by ordinary people, and with us going full time, it is important that 
we reach out and keep you informed. You in turn must keep us in the picture, and if 
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ever you see us starting to want to do anything strange then bring us back into line 
please.  Whilst strategic thinking is important, so is the individual person’s worries on 
the state of curb stones or loose gravel on the road etc. and I would encourage 
everyone to keep calling, no matter how small your problem may seem. We are here 
to help and serve you.   
 
Mr Speaker I thank you. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the motion for adjournment I 
will be very brief because there is a risk of being very repetitive today.  I think my 
colleagues have said much of what I wanted to say.  Sir, I would like to welcome you 
back to the House.  I enjoyed working with you over the last two years and I am sure I 
will enjoy your company over the next four.   
 
I would like to thank the electorate for the big turn out in the General Election I think 
that is always a good thing, it shows interest.  I would also like to thank those who 
stood unsuccessfully and I do hope that they are not discouraged from standing again.  
It’s very important that we have people who are interested.   
 
I, of course, would like to congratulate all of my colleagues who were re-elected and 
also extend a very warm welcome to the Honourable Phyl Rendell and the 
Honourable Michael Poole. I am absolutely delighted that you are here.   
 
I would briefly just like to say that I agree totally with the Honourable Phyl Rendell’s 
remarks of the amount of work we have to do over the next few days, and also the 
concern of getting other people to stand, especially from the Camp, although I 
probably could have done without the reminder that I am no longer a young farmer.  
That lives with me every day.   
 
I think on the portfolio front I am looking forward to getting out in the next few days 
and speaking to the Directors & staff of the Departments that I will be responsible for.  
I am sure that the Honourable Gavin Short and I will form a good team, as indeed I 
am sure that the Honourable Phyl Rendell and I will under Natural Resources.  I look 
forward to working with you both.   
 
And just finally Mr Speaker, I too would support the issue of television coverage in 
this Assembly and I do hope to see that in the near future.   
 
Mr Speaker I support the motion.              
 
The Honourable Mike Summers 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I wish to associate myself with the remarks of 
thanks to the officials who conducted the election and also thanks to those who took 
part, particularly all those who entered the debate in public meetings, public sessions 
and online in social media.  I think it brought a new dimension to the election this 
year and I am very happy to see the Public Relations Staff in the office have already 
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made some progress to ensuring that that continues as some kind of debating 
mechanism for members of the public to contact members generally.   
 
I would also like to congratulate all those who put themselves forward as candidates It 
can be a little daunting sometimes to stand up in public and be asked to talk about 
things that you haven’t a great deal of experience of.  I would encourage them to 
continue to come to public meetings to enter into political debate, get used to the 
thoughts and ideas you are going to have to have if your going to be a member of the 
Assembly and really take part.   
 
I would like to associate myself with the remarks made by the Honourable Phyllis 
Rendell about the structure of Government.  We have had only one relatively brief 
meeting on Friday afternoon.  We did get through quite a lot of work and we spent a 
lot of our time sorting out portfolio issues.  We had quite a lot of discussion about the 
Chair and the role of the Chair, and how the Chair will interact with members of 
Executive Council, and how the Chair will take responsibility for reporting on issues 
so there is this proper interaction between the Assembly and the public.  In doing 
some work over the weekend for colleagues on trying to set down the role of the 
Chair, I very much came to the same view as the Honourable Phyl Rendell did, that I 
think probably we should be appointing an interim Chair until the end of December 
and give ourselves the time to work through the structure of Government that we are 
going to put in place.  There are a whole series of issues once you start to look at the 
role of the Chair, the wide series of issues to set down that need to be addressed, and 
setting the agenda for that is probably going to be the most important thing that we do.  
Otherwise we risk sleep walking into the same old system as we had before, and 
putting ourselves in a position where it is not possible to do the many things that 
people have talked about wanting to do in this new Assembly.  I completely 
disassociate myself with the idea from the Honourable Phyl Rendell that older 
Members or experienced Members can’t still have new ideas.  I think we can all have 
new ideas and I think we will see many of then flowing forward but I am delighted to 
be working with the Honourable Phyl Rendell and the Honourable Michael Poole on 
this new Assembly, as I am with everybody else who has been elected and 
congratulations to everybody. 
 
It was a conscious decision of mine to try and take the Health & Public Protection 
portfolio because I think there is a lot of work to do in supporting the officials and 
Directors in the Health Service to deliver a better service for the people.  There are 
many who are dissatisfied with some of the things that are currently going on.  There 
may be one or two short term fixes and we will come to those.  Other things will take 
longer to work on and to push through.  But I do look forward to working with 
everybody who sits in my portfolio area to make sure that we are providing the best 
possible service for the public.  I also look forward to working with the Honourable 
Roger Edwards on regulation of monopolies.  There is a lot of work to do.  I have 
some thoughts and ideas that I will be putting forward relatively soon on how we 
should approach that.  Whilst the obvious targets are the legislative monopolies like 
Stanley Services Ltd and SURE the telecom service, I am disturbed by the 
monopolistic practices of the Bank.  I think that we too should be thinking about other 
non-regulated but de facto monopolies if the public or the business community are 
being badly affected by them. So I give notice of that.   
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Other than that, Mr Speaker, I congratulate you on being re-elected, I too will be very 
pleased to see the television in the Assembly in due course, and I am sure we will get 
to that.  There is going to be lots of work to do on Standing Rules and Orders and one 
of the things that we will need to do is to set up a small sub-committee with you to 
work through whatever it is that Members want to do, and how we are going to 
achieve that together. 
 
I support the motion. 
 
The Honourable Dr Barry Elsby 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in standing last to support the motion my 
comments will be indeed brief. 
 
I would just like to thank all those people who voted for me who shared my views, 
shared my vision of how we can develop, and took the courage to vote for me.  Let’s 
also thank the officials for all their work that they did on the day.  I would also like to 
welcome the two newest Members to Legislative Assembly.  It seems a bit odd when 
I was in the Medical Department with the Honourable Michael Poole; at one time he 
was my boss so I think that the circle has turned.   
 
I do welcome the opportunity of working with the Honourable Michael Summers on 
the issues that need to be addressed in the Medical Department, and I also am very 
much looking forward to working with the Honourable Roger Edwards in Education, 
and I look forward to meeting and talking to the Directors. 
 
Without wishing to sound pompous ,I think it was Harold McMillan in the 1960’s 
who said, when he was in Africa, that there is a wind of change blowing through the 
continent, and that people expect more of their leaders.  They expect more devolution, 
and what he was talking about, of course, was the British Colonies there at that time, 
and I think that a wind of change has blown through the Falkland Islands, and I think 
that started with the Referendum.  The massive turnout on that day, the massive vote 
for the continuation of the system I think inspired a lot of people to take an interest in 
local politics.  I think that has been shown, as other Members have said, by the 
amount of TV coverage and I think that has really changed the issues.  The amount of 
social media interactions, I must say I came in a little bit late in my life to Facebook, 
played a very important role in this last election and I want to continue to see it used 
as other Members have already said.   
 
I too want to see this Chamber televised. I asked for that at my by-election and I am 
glad to see that all Members support that and I see no reason why it shouldn’t be 
ongoing in the next couple of meetings at least. 
 
I am also pleased to hear plans for FITV to continue their interest in politics and I 
believe we are going to have our own Falkland Islands “Paxman”: Richard Cockwell.  
He is going to be running monthly meetings questioning politicians, questioning 
people to try to raise in the minds of the public that you don’t need to be involved just 
once every four years, you can be involved all the time.   
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So in closing I would just like to say that I think this Assembly is going to be 
different.  I think the attitude that you have already heard from Members shows that 
we intend to run things somewhat differently than before, more inclusive, more open 
and I hope the public will continue to interact with us as the Honourable Gavin Short 
has said. 
 
I support the motion. 
 
Commander of British Forces 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I would like very briefly just to take this 
opportunity on behalf of all personnel of British Forces South Atlantic Islands to 
congratulate all Members on their election and to assure them of the continued 
unswerving resolve of Her Majesty’s Armed Forces to ensure the continued defence 
and security of these Islands.  Thank you very much and good luck. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members the House, this first meeting of this Assembly, the House stands 
adjourned accordingly.           
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