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The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly 
held on Thursday 20 December 2012 

 
 
Prayers 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
The confirmation of the record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly held on the Thursday 
25th October 2012 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members I have in front of me a record of that meeting, is it your wish that I sign 
this as a true record of that meeting? 
 
Aye. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Papers to be Laid on the Table 
 
Copies of Subsidiary Legislation published in the Falkland Islands Gazette since the last sitting of the 
Legislative Assembly and Laid on the Table pursuant to section 34(1) of the Interpretation and 
General Clauses Ordinance 1977. 
 

• Coins (No 4) Order 2012 
• Taxes and Duties (Defence Contractors’ Employees Exemption) Order 2012 

 
In accordance with Section 80 (2) of the Constitution the report of the Public Accounts Committee in 
respect of accounts for the year end 30 June 2011 for: 
 

• Falklands Conservation Accounts; and 
• Museum and National Trust Accounts. 
 

and for the year end 30 June 2012 
 

• Falkland Landholdings Corporation Accounts; 
• Falkland Islands Development Corporation Accounts; and 
• Falkland Islands Tourist Board Accounts  

 
and in accordance with section 11 of the Public Accounts Committee Ordinance 2009 comments on 
the: 
 

• Audit report for the OC FIDF’s Fund 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker Honourable Members, I hereby lay the aforementioned papers on the table. 
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Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Questions for Oral Answer 
 
Question Number 04 of 2012 by the Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Could the Honourable Dick Sawle please confirm that there is no monopoly in the Falkland 
Islands regarding downloading “Free to Air” (FTA) satellite television programmes? 
 
The Honourable Dick Sawle 
 
Mr Speaker, I am very happy to confirm that this is the case.  There are no monopoly 
arrangements that restrict people from using a decoder to receive Free to Air or FTA satellite 
television programmes.  There is legislation – the Broadcasting Ordinance 2004 that makes it 
an offence for people to dishonestly receive programmes including in a Broadcast Service 
with the intent of avoiding any charge applicable to receiving those programmes.  It is also an 
offence to make, import, sell or hire an unauthorised decoder or to possess an unauthorised 
decoder for commercial purposes. In simple terms, an unauthorised decoder is an apparatus 
that is designed, adapted or used to receive an encrypted broadcast either without payment of 
the broadcaster’s fee or in a place where the broadcaster has not agreed for the broadcast 
being received. 
 
For information, there is no monopoly in the Falkland Islands in relation to providing  
satellite broadcast reception services by which I mean provision of apparatus enabling people 
to receive encrypted programmes relayed by satellite or in relation to rebroadcasting services 
by which I mean re-transmitting a broadcast to persons authorised to receive it. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
I thank the Honourable Dick Sawle for his answer. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Are there any supplementary questions? 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I would just like to ask the Honourable Dick Sawle if I could just tease out of him – you did 
say there that you could in fact be in breach of the law if I understand this correctly, if you 
receive a signal, even though it is free to air in the Falklands even though the person who 
transmitted it did not mean for this to happen.  Is that correct? 
 
The Honourable Dick Sawle 
 
Mr Speaker, I will try and clarify what I think my Honourable Colleague is referring to.  
Correct me if I have this wrong.  I think what you mean is that somebody unintentionally has 
put out a signal which is unencrypted and therefore is able to be received by an FTA decoder.  
Is that correct? 
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The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
That’s correct. 
 
The Honourable Dick Sawle 
 
In which case my understanding is that whilst that signal has not been encrypted, it should 
have been encrypted and should not have been received by an FTA Decoder. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I thank my colleague for his reply.  It does seem slightly complicated though because if you 
are on the receiving end, how would you know that the signal was not intended for you, even 
if your totally legal box is receiving it? 
 
The Honourable Dick Sawle 
 
Mr Speaker, I think my Honourable Colleague has hit the nail on the head.  This is one of the 
problems when we have a broadcasting ordinance in the Falkland Islands that is very clear as 
to what is an authorised decoder and what constitutes an unauthorised decoder.  The problem 
comes, of course, when people who are transmitting signals are not applying the laws that 
they should be applying.  This is where the confusion, I think, has arisen.  And this, Mr 
Speaker, is one of the things which we hope to clarify in due course by having a revision of 
the Broadcasting Ordinance 2004. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
I would like to thank the Honourable Dick Sawle for his report and certainly that review is 
long overdue. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 05 of 20112 by the Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
There has recently been a very full and detailed report from the Complaints Commissioner 
regarding the importation of satellite receivers from Chile, many of which were subsequently 
impounded by the Falkland Islands authorities as being “un-authorised decoders”. Could the 
Honourable Dick Sawle please explain what an authorised decoder is? 
 
The Honourable Dick Sawle 
 
Mr Speaker, in order to answer the question, I am not trying to avoid my Honourable 
Colleague’s question at all, but in order to answer this question I need to try and explain what 
an unauthorised Decoder is.  An unauthorised decoder is one that is designed, adapted or used 
to enable an encrypted transmission to be accessed in an intelligible form either without 
payment of the fee which is charged for the broadcast service or one which is used in a place 
where the person entitled to be paid for the broadcast service has not agreed that the service 
can be used. 
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An authorised decoder is therefore a decoder that is used to receive encrypted transmissions 
upon payment of a fee in a place where the person entitled to the fee has agreed it can be 
used; or which is used to receive transmissions which are not encrypted or for which no fee is 
charged or no geographical limitation is imposed.   
 
A decoder that can only genuinely receive free to air transmissions will not be an 
unauthorised decoder. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
I thank the Honourable Dick Sawle for his answer. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Question Number 06 of 2012 by the Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
This same report of the Complaints Commissioner notes that the Broadcasting Ordinance of 
2004 not only creates considerable enforcement difficulties for both Customs and 
Immigration and the Royal Falkland Islands Police, but also confuses consumers. Would the 
Honourable Dick Sawle not agree that this Ordinance requires urgent review for and on 
behalf of the enforcement agencies and consumers alike? I would just like to add here that I 
put the question in long before I knew there was an Executive Council Paper coming forward 
where this particular Ordinance would be discussed. 
 
The Honourable Dick Sawle 
 
Mr Speaker, it is correct that one of the recommendations of the Public Complaints 
Commissioner was that the Broadcasting Ordinance of 2004 should be reviewed.  This 
recommendation was accepted by Executive Council about two months ago. 
 
I agree that the Ordinance should be reviewed on behalf of the enforcement agencies, 
consumers and businesses that operate in this area. 
 
The review of this Ordinance is likely to require expert advice to help develop a policy on 
broadcasting in all of its forms.  This will require consultation with affected people and 
would ultimately lead to replacement legislation being drafted. 
 
For any law to be effective, it has to be both clearly understood and clear to enforce.  Whilst 
the Broadcasting Ordinance 2004 is not in itself a complicated piece of legislation, it does, as 
was rightly pointed out by the Complaints Commissioner, give rise to a variety of difficulties 
with regard to testing procedures to determine whether or not the decoder is authorised. 
 
Where this work ranks in relation to other policy and legislative priorities was considered by 
Executive Council yesterday and yesterday Executive Council agreed that it should be 
reviewed within the first six months of 2013. 
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The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker, I thank the Honourable Dick Sawle for his answer and I am delighted that this 
broadcasting ordinance is coming back early in the New Year. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motions: 
 
Motion No 8 of 2012 by the Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
That this House accepts the response of Executive Council on the report of the Public 
Accounts Committee on Agricultural Support Schemes; 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable members, I would like to propose that the response be accepted. 
 
The Honourable Dick Sawle 
 
I would like to second that Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to speak on the Motion?  There is no debate.  Does any Member 
object to the passing of the Motion?  There is no objection the Motion is therefore passed. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motion No 9 of 2012 by the Honourable Dick Sawle   
 
That this House accepts the response of Executive Council on the report of the Public 
Account Committee on Audit Strategy Memorandum for the year ended 30 June 2012. 
 
The Honourable Dick Sawle 
 
Mr Speaker, I would like to propose that the House accepts. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, I would be happy to second this 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to speak on the Motion?  There is no debate.  Does any Member 
object to the passing of the Motion?  There is no objection the Motion is therefore passed. 
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Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motion No 10 of 2012 by the Honourable Sharon Halford 
 
That this House notes the comments of the Public Accounts Committee in respect of the 
Falkland Islands Government Interim Audit Report for the year ended the 30 June 2012. 
 
The Honourable Sharon Halford 
 
Mr Speaker I propose this Motion and I would like to add that as always with any report from 
the PAC, their work is to ensure that best practice is being followed and value for money is 
being achieved and suggest where improvements can be made. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Mr Speaker I second the motion 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to speak on the Motion?  There is no debate.  Does any Member 
object to the passing of the Motion?  There is no objection the Motion is therefore passed. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Motion No 11 of 2012 by the Honourable Sharon Halford 
 
That this House notes the report of the Public Accounts Committee on the Falkland Islands 
Defence Force Audit Report of June 2012. 
 
The Honourable Sharon Halford 
 
Mr Speaker I would like to propose this Motion and again just reiterate why the PAC carries 
out this work. 
 
The Honourable Sharon Halford 
 
Mr Speaker I wish to second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Member wish to speak on the Motion?  There is no debate.  Does any Member 
object to the passing of the Motion?  There is no objection the Motion is therefore passed. 
 
I would point out that both of these Motions do require that the Governor in Council reports 
back to the House within six months. 
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Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Order of the Day Bills: 
 
Supplementary Appropriation (2012-2013) (No 2) Bill 2012. This Bill required a first 
reading.   
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
I beg to move the first reading of the Bill. 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
I second the Motion 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
The Motion is that this Bill be read a first time is there any objection to this Motion?  There 
are no objections the Bill will be read a first time. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Supplementary Appropriation (2012-2013) (No 2) Bill 2012 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this is the second Supplementary Appropriation Bill to be 
presented for the current financial year.  Its purpose is to authorise the withdrawal of the 
additional sum of £620,840 from the Consolidated Fund to meet supplementary expenditure 
approved by the Standing Finance Committee on the 25th of October and 21st November 
2012.   
 
The supplementary Expenditure was approved for the following purposes: 
 

1. £415,000 to ensure the provision of business loans by FIDC 
2. £83,000 to fund the recently approved system of working and childcare credits 
3. £55,000for the replenishment of rock salt stocks before the onset of winter 
4. £24,000 as a result of growth in Camp Education 
5. £36,000 for the Central Services Department 

 
A full Departmental breakdown is included in the schedule to the Bill.   
 
I beg to Move that the Bill be read a second time. 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
I second the Motion. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak on the principles of the Bill?  There is no 
debate.  Is there any objection to dealing with this Bill by the short procedure?  No objection.  
Does any Member wish to propose any amendments to the wording of the Bill?  There are no 
amendments.  I declare that the Bill be read for a third time and do pass. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Supplementary Appropriation (2012-2013) (No 2) Bill 2012 
 
Taxes (Amendment) (No 2) Bill 2012.  This Bill has been published in the Gazette therefore 
we go to the second reading. 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this Bill would make a number of minor amendments to 
the Taxes Ordinance and two changes to the Medical Services Tax Ordinance and the Taxes 
Benefit in Kind Rules to correct anomalies in legislation, bring benefit in kind charges up to 
date and incorporate existing Taxation Office practice. 
 
Clause 2 explains that the amendments would come into force as specified in each provision, 
which with the exception of Clause 4, which formalises existing practice that relate to income 
or actions arising on or after 01 January 2013. 
 
Clause 3 would restrict one of the exemptions from income tax from Section 57 of the Taxes 
ordinance.  This particular provision currently exempts from income tax all income of all 
individuals who are present in the Falkland Islands for less than 30 days in a 12 Month 
period.  The amendment would restrict this to reflect only employment income as was the 
original intention.  The clause would also amend the Medical Services Tax Ordinance to 
bring exemptions from MST for individuals present in the Islands for less than 30 days in a 
12 month period in line with the Taxes Ordinance.  Currently the Medical Services Tax 
Ordinance also provides exemption for business profits for individuals present for less than 
30 days in a 12 month period. 
 
Clause 4 would amend both the Taxes Ordinance and the Medical Services Tax Ordinance to 
clarify that days present in the Falkland Islands for the purpose of establishing residence 
include both days of arrival in and departure from the Islands. 
 
Clause 5 would amend the Taxes Ordinance to give the Commissioner of Taxation discretion, 
to approve different ends to company accounting periods than currently provisions describe.  
This will ease administration for both tax payers and the taxation office particularly when 
dealing with companies working within the oil industry.  A number of such companies are 
only chargeable to Falkland Islands corporation tax for periods less than 12 months but are 
required to submit tax returns for more than one year if the period straddles their normal 
accounting date.  
 
Clause 6 would amend the Taxes Ordinance to correct two anomalies which deal with the 
provision for charging penalties for late filing of company accounts. The first of these of 
preventative fixed late filing penalties, if the accounts were filed more than six months late.  
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The second can prevent tax geared penalties from being charged if the tax was paid late but 
before the accounts were delivered.  The proposed amendments enable fixed penalties to be 
always applied if accounts are filed more than six months late and tax geared penalties to also 
apply in such circumstance if tax is unpaid six months after filing date. 
 
Clause 7 would amend the Taxes (Benefits in Kind) Rules.  The first would extend the tax 
rule benefit for the provision of heating and electricity in respect of exclusive use of the 
house to enable the maximum of £3,500 to be charged depending on the size of the house 
rather than the current maximum of £1500. 
 
The second clarifies that when an employee has more than one return flight paid for by an 
employer in a year, the one to which tax exemption can apply is that which has the highest 
cost. 
 
I beg to Move that the Bill be read a second time. 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker I second the Motion. 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion?  There is no debate.  Is there any 
objection to dealing with this Bill by the short procedure?  No objection.  Does any Member 
wish to propose any amendments to the wording of the Bill?  There are no amendments.  I 
declare that the Bill be read for a third time and do pass. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Taxes (Amendment) (No 2) Bill 2012 
 
Aerodromes Bill 2012. This Bill has been Gazetted therefore we go to the second reading. 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this is a short Bill to provide the necessary authority to 
regulate the use of aerodromes.  If the Bill is passed, the Governor would have the power to 
make regulations about aerodromes and also about other aircraft operations.  A set of draft 
regulations has been prepared and has been approved in principle by Executive Council and 
made available although they can only be made if this Bill is passed. 
 
The main purpose of the Bill is to ensure the proper framework can be put in place to regulate 
the airstrips in Camp that are used by the Falkland Islands Government Air Service.   
 
The existing system of licences for camp airstrips operates under an old version of the Air 
Navigation Overseas Territories Order that has since been replaced so the existing licences 
currently have no legal basis.  Passing this Bill would allow that to be remedied.   
 
The Draft Regulations would allow the Director of Civil Aviation to issue approvals for 
aerodromes including camp airstrips and permissions for other aircraft operations. 
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The rolling programme of audits is being carried out by the Director of Civil Aviation and 
camp airstrip operators currently holding licences will be advised about their future 
responsibilities of all the new approvals.  However, although regulating camp airstrips for 
FIGAS flights is the main purpose of the Bill, the bill is also intended to provide an element 
of future improvements by allowing future development of aviation in the Islands. 
 
I should mention that the new legislation would operate in conjunction with the Air 
Navigation Overseas Territories Order which will continue to apply here for other purposes 
such as international flights or operations by a larger aircraft.  Particularly, Mount Pleasant 
Airport and Stanley Airport will be regulated under the Order rather than the new legislation. 
 
This Bill reflects the responsibility to ensure that FIGAS and other national aviation operate 
within a safe environment and that an appropriate level of safety is afforded to fare paying 
passengers, both residents and visitors. 
 
I beg to Move that the Bill be read a second time. 
 
The Honourable Financial Secretary 
 
I second the Motion 
 
Mr Speaker 
 
Does any Honourable Member wish to speak to the Motion?  There is no debate.  Is there any 
objection to dealing with this Bill by the short procedure?  No objection.  Does any Member 
wish to propose any amendments to the wording of the Bill?  There are no amendments.  I 
declare that the Bill be read for a third time and do pass. 
 
Clerk of the Assembly 
 
Aerodromes Bill 2012 
 
The Motion for Adjournment 
 
The Honourable Chief Executive 
 
Mr Speaker, I beg to move that the House stands adjourned sine die. 
 
The Honourable Gavin Short 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the Motion for Adjournment I would 
like to make a few comments on the subject, too. I know that some of my end of session 
speeches could rival some of those of Castro or Chavez, but I am sure you will be relieved to 
hear that this particular speech, if the Mayan calendar is correct, will definitely end by the 
21st. Although if we are all to be bulldozed or vaporised to make way for some inter-galactic 
ring-road bypass then you would want to do something more enjoyable with your remaining 
hours than listening to me droning on. I am very much aware that the clock is ticking so I will 
launch myself into the customary canter around the paddock of Falklands’ life. 
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I have great sympathy for the ladies and gentlemen of the Press who have to sit through some 
pretty ferociously boring committee meetings at some times. And one that can be very dry, 
hot and I guess from the process point of view full of statistics and boring things is the Police 
Committee. However, this last meeting where we were completely devoid of press there was 
some really gripping stuff on the agenda and it proved to be one of the most interesting Police 
Committee sessions that I have ever had the pleasure of attending.  
 
I will touch on just one item from that agenda and that was a discussion paper submitted by 
the Attorney General covering nuisance. This all stemmed from representations from the 
public about noise nuisance from house parties at strange hours of the morning. True to his 
word, our Attorney General, to whom I do owe a great debt for all his efforts has come up 
with something that looks like common sense and extremely doable. His paper asks many 
questions such as: 
 

• Do we wish to just stick with noise from parties or just widen its scope to include 
other forms of nuisance such as light or odours.  

• Who should enforce it and how?  
• Would it be Police or Environmental Officers?  
• What should be the steps taking place from reporting an incident to a warning to a 

summons to possible confiscation of the music system in case of noise nuisance. And 
should there be fixed penalties of a certain amount, incurred over a certain amount of 
time that may trigger more formal proceedings, etc. 

 
I am very happy to say that the Police Committee let the whole discussion go forward 
unaltered to the next stage which I guess will probably be Executive Council and then 
probably the Environmental Committee. So there will be plenty of opportunity for public 
input into the final shape of the legislation. That is unless it gets killed off at any stage on its 
journey from discussion paper to legislation. This is one thing that I hope makes it to the 
statute books. I admit that I have a fairly jaundiced view of proposals for legislation but 
having chatted this over with my learned friend I am convinced that what is being proposed is 
sensible, practical, workable and doable. And I very much look forward to following its 
progress over the coming months.  It will, I expect, be the next bunch of MLAs which will 
have to decide whether this passes into law or not. And I hope they do make the correct 
decision. 
 
Yesterday saw another momentous moment when our Chief Executive and the Commander 
British Forces signed the MOU for the Wind Farm at Mount Pleasant. The gestation period 
for this project is only just about equalled by the Black Alpine Salamander which is, if 
anybody is interested, is anywhere from 24 to 36 months. It has been a long and at times 
tortuous road but I am glad to say that we have finally nailed it. This project has great 
benefits both for us, the Falkland Islands, the British Military and, of course the planet in 
general as it in its own little way helps cut carbon emissions. From my side I must publically 
thank Glen Ross and Bob Gilbert at the Power Station, Manfred at Mission Control in the 
PWD (Director of PWD), and the merry inhabitants of the Legal Department and anyone else 
who has been touched by this project at any stage. 
 
I know this project has probably caused some premature ageing for some of those who were 
closely involved with it and it is fair to say that this went right down to the 11th hour before 
the final agreement was reached. It does probe that with perseverance and huge amounts of 
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good will and, I suspect, humour, we can work together with the MOD. And I hope, if we 
both show the same fortitude, we can press the localisation of services up at MPA. 
 
Whilst on the subject of MPA, I managed to get a sneaky look at the re-vamped arrivals hall. 
And it ain’t half a lot more cheerful and welcoming than it used to be. I think those who come 
through it will be pleasantly surprised. Again it shows that co-operation is possible and 
improvements can be made. I am, though, somewhat worried by the removal of the “loos” 
from the arrivals hall section and feel this may have been a little short-sighted and it may 
have been prudent whilst scaling and down-sizing to have left something there. 
 
The rumour mill is a fine old thing and shows no signs of slowing down. Just this week I was 
approached by someone who said he heard there were excessive depths of peat on the Sapper 
Hill Housing Development and intimating that this was likely to kill off low price plots as the 
foundations were probably going to cost more than the Trump Towers. I am happy to say I 
have been assured that peat depths encountered have not been excessive. What is making a 
nuisance of itself in some places is clay and that is being encountered to some depths. I am 
further assured that drainage works planned but not yet carried out will take care of that for 
your average punter by lowering the water table. And where there are areas of peat that are 
deemed to be of sufficient depth to cause a headache for a first time builder, FIG will put its 
own houses on those plots, thus taking the hit. And I shall be mooching up there for a look in 
the not too distant future. 
 
I know rumours are still flying about whether FIG will be ready for oil or not. Whilst I will be 
the first to admit that we may not have everything quite right, that we can and probably will 
make some mistakes, I very much think that some of the rumours and statements that are 
being put out there may be by people with vested interests and taking a ‘what’s best for me’ 
outlook. We actually have to look ahead and think what is best for our country and our 
people, and indeed take a view that looks maybe even 50 years down the road. And we must 
at the same time though, respect and follow where we can, the wishes of the population. I am 
very much aware that I am wandering into other folks’ back yard here so I will let them give 
explanations as to the whys and wherefores of the decision making process. 
 
Tourism this year has come under attack from the Argentines who have used unions and 
pressure groups to try and drive vessels away from our country. It is true to say that they have 
had some successes. However, it is now starting to look as if it is turning into an almighty 
own goal. Working for a security company as a humble foot soldier, I know just what 
international regulations cover, the security of both shipping and aircraft; and just how dimly 
it is looked upon if these regulations are allowed to be breached.  
 
I sometimes stare in awe at the way the neighbours behave, and the way the state seems to 
give their blessings to such short-sighted tactics such as those used against the cruise ship 
industry and indeed other sectors. I suspect we will weather this latest attempt to ruin our 
economy. I certainly make no attempt to hide the fact that it certainly might be hurting some 
folk here but I do think that there will probably – for us at least – get back to some semblance 
of normality. Given the antics of our neighbours, all I can say is that I am so glad that I am 
not Argentine. It makes me ever more determined that they will never get their hands on one 
inch of our country. 
It is the time of year that I would like to, via the Commander British Forces, pass on my very 
best wishes for a great Christmas and New Year for all those both Military and Civilian that 
are here in the Falklands helping to ensure that we can continue to live in peace and freedom. 
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What they do is very much appreciated by us and I hope all those people up there and those at 
sea have an enjoyable Christmas and new year. 
 
This may be an opportune time to gently remind detractors and indeed impeders who may be 
listening to this that the Argentine Defence Minister is on record as saying that if it were not 
for the presence of British Forces here, our country would be under Argentine rule. I suspect 
Christmases would not be so enjoyable or our future so exciting if he got his wish. So we 
really do owe a huge debt of gratitude for all those who, just by their very presence and 
professionalism will stop our Islands from being subjugated by a foreign power. 
 
I would also like to thank all those within FIG for their efforts during this year. Once again, 
we have asked a huge amount from you all and you delivered, at times punching way above 
your weight. 
 
The same message also applies to those in the Falkland Islands Development Corporation and 
indeed all those in the private sector. Folk have been going flat out. There may be a slight 
slackening of pressures over this next year for some, but very soon the pressure will be back 
on again. I know we can deliver. The rivets may pop a bit at times but we have never been 
afraid of hard work and will be up to whatever gets chucked at us. 
 
I would like to think that in 2013 we will show our gratitude to our workforce not just with 
words but by awarding an increase in wages that will either fully restores earnings to where 
they should be or go a very long ways down that road doing so. It is a point that I would like 
to ask my Honourable Colleagues to give serious consideration to over the coming months of 
the budget cycle.  
 
Likewise I would just like to take this opportunity of wishing everyone here in the Falklands 
a great Christmas and a well groovy New Year and hope that you will have an enjoyable but 
safe Christmas and New Year Holidays so that those who work in the emergency services can 
also have a quiet Christmas. 
 
Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Mrs Sharon Halford 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the motion for Adjournment I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank various people from within the Civil Service for their 
hard work and dedication. But before I get on to that, I will mention, as people are aware, I 
was recently in the UK attending the Joint Ministerial Council along with the Honourable Jan 
Cheek. Later in the week I also attended the service to rededicate the Memorial Wood in 
Portsmouth and finally, I laid a wreath at the Cenotaph on the 8th of December. Both of these 
events were very well attended and it was pleasing to see the younger generation of Falkland 
Islanders at the latter. 
 
During the week in the UK we were able to meet and talk with many Ministers, all of whom 
were genuinely interested in the Falklands and very supportive of our right to determine our 
own future. And we also had first-hand evidence of just how hard many people in the UK are 
working on our behalf. 
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After meeting with the Prime Minister we were left in no doubt whatsoever of the genuine 
support and commitment the UK Government has towards the Falklands, for which we are 
very grateful.  
 
This latest trip North made me painfully aware that travel is not all that it is cracked up to be, 
as the flight was kicked off with a toothache that I could do nothing about. Something was 
definitely out of kilter and I didn’t have any enthusiasm for shopping. After my experience I 
was horrified to learn at a recent Health and Medical Services Committee that some people 
do not subscribe to dental checks for their children and others do not follow through with the 
recommended treatment.  I am the first to admit that a visit to the dentist is not my ideal day 
out but nevertheless always go for check-ups and treatment as toothache is not a desirable 
alternative. With the level of dentistry that is available to us today, I would urge one and all 
to try and keep their teeth in good order to avoid problems later on in life. 
 
As the Hospital and Social Services Department fall under my portfolio, I would like to take 
this opportunity to say thank-you to all those people within the Social Services section who 
have been working under considerable pressure of late with more often than not a skeleton 
crew. They really have been stretched beyond their limits. I would also like to welcome the 
recent addition of staff to this department and hope that they now will be able to ease the 
workload somewhat.  
 
The Hospital is a department with a large remit when it comes to tending to the health of the 
nation. And I often think that many of us do not appreciate the hard work that goes on there 
and delivered by a very good and dedicated team. This team is not all about Doctors and 
Nurses, essential as they may be, but there are also many other people who work there in 
various trades and professions; and without whom the whole wheel would not keep turning. 
 
We have experienced problems in getting our medical supplies to the Islands and probably 
the Pharmacy staff have taken many complaints for this despite the matter being outwith their 
control. It is not acceptable that delay should happen in this chain of supply and I sincerely 
hope that the issues have now been resolved. 
 
I would like to publically thank all the staff in the hospital for their continued efforts to make 
the place run as smoothly as possible and hope that the Christmas period will not be overly 
busy for them. It is pleasing to note that Doctor Rowland will be taking up the post of Senior 
Medical Officer in the New Year and disappointing on the other hand that we will be losing 
our Hospital Manager, Michael Poole, who has been an asset to the Department and will be 
leaving behind hard shoes to fill. But I would like to wish him well when he takes up his new 
job in the private sector. And good luck for his further studies. 
 
FIGAS is another of our service sectors; the staff of which also deserves a thank-you for their 
continued dedication and hard work in keeping the ageing fleet airworthy. Like many of our 
service sectors they are taken for granted and we do not generally appreciate the unsocial 
hours members of this department have to work. 
 
I, and hopefully many others, am grateful to the Highways section for their continued efforts 
in keeping our road network up to speed – no pun intended. Sadly, we tend to hear more 
complaints than compliments for the road network which most people make good use of. It is 
not that long ago that travel around the islands could take days rather than hours as it does 
now. I suspect that we will never get the roads to a spec. that suits all as however much they 
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are improved, someone will always want even more. And no matter what improvements are 
planned, there will always be someone who thinks that something else should be done 
instead. What a pity we cannot be grateful for what we have and continue to enjoy what we 
have and look forward to continued improvement. 
 
I’ve only touched on the departments which fall within my portfolio. But I am aware that 
there are many other departments around FIG that are understaffed and in some cases are 
running on good will. We cannot expect to carry on like this. Hopefully many of these issues 
will be addressed in the New Year. 
 
Any successful business must have the means to recruit and fill vacancies as soon as possible 
and this is something that I hope FIG will be improving sooner rather than later as at present 
recruitment does take rather a long time. This delay is not down to one department but 
several. As an MLA I often rely heavily on the support I get from Gilbert House and the 
Attorney General’s Chambers. And I would like to recognise their work on our behalf. 
 
Perhaps after today I will be criticised for thanking people for doing what they are paid to do 
but I do find that in today’s society, “thank you” are two small words that cost nothing to use 
and are not used often enough. 
 
This year ends with the 100th anniversary of the Stanley Sports meetings and I hope it will be 
well subscribed to. You do not have to own a horse to take part and hopefully there will be 
something there for everyone both young and old. I look forward to a good turn-out and hope 
that the weather will make it a great event. 
 
2012 has been an exciting year for the Falklands and I believe that will have much to look 
forward to as we progress on into and through 2013. I hope that as a community we will be 
able to embrace the challenges ahead and continue to make the Falklands an even better place 
to live in. 
 
We start the year with a CPA Regional meeting being held here in early February, which will 
bring many visitors to the Islands. And this will be followed by our referendum in March 
which will allow all of us to exercise our right to self-determination by voting and saying 
what we would like our future to be. 
 
This exercise is one that our neighbours say they will not recognise. For something they 
consider irrelevant, they are spending a huge amount of time and effort to discredit it world-
wide.  Now I ask, who would like to live under a dictatorship, sorry, democracy, like that, 
where people are denied their freedom of expression. 
 
I would like to ask the CBF to pass on to his men and women in the Falklands our thanks for 
their continued presence here which gives comfort to many of our residents. Although away 
from home, I do hope they get to enjoy Christmas in the sun and wish all the HM Forces 
around the world a happy festive season and a safe New Year. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish everyone in the Falklands a Happy Christmas and hope you get 
what you wish for in the New Year. 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
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The Honourable Dick Sawle 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Colleagues, I would like to thank my Honourable colleague Sharon 
Halford for her lengthy and full detail in her Motion for Adjournment Speech. And we are, 
Mr Speaker, coming to the end of another fascinating and busy year for the Falkland Islands 
and quite frankly that is what makes the Falklands such a good place to be. 
 
I can’t ever recall the feeling that the place has stood still for long. I don’t want to go over the 
whole year in detail but a few portfolio matters which I hope will be of interest. 
 
Recently Stephen Luxton and I attended lectures in London at a conference for City investors 
on the 29th November.  Joining in with us were BGS (Phil Richards), and speakers from 
AGR, Noble and Premier. One of the interesting facts is that the Falklands have had seven 
hits out of 23 wells drilled so far and that was noted as being of extreme interest for potential 
investors. The general feeling that came out of the conference was that the Falklands has 
massive potential and is a great place to do business with a clear and very transparent 
government and that we are open for business. The conference was well attended with well 
over 100 representatives from a variety of city investors. 
 
The value of getting those sorts of messages across together with our political messages can 
never be underestimated and the feedback from the conference from those attending it has 
shown that it was well worth it. All of the developmental effect it will have not only for our 
economy in general but also in our private sector is perhaps top of the agenda at the present 
and many people are working very hard to get it ready. 
 
Oil development is a game changer for us all. It doesn’t just strengthen our economic 
prospects but it also places the Falklands far higher in world political terms. With such 
potentially large changes comes the need to up-skill all sectors of our economy, not just the 
private sector but also within Government. I am pleased to see that we have already taken 
positive steps to do just that with the creation of new posts that will not only strengthen up 
some areas of Government but also increase capacity in other areas which are sorely needed. 
 
We do need to ensure that clear and concise communications are maintained not only with 
the public but also with the oil companies and the private sector. One of the lessons learned 
from the recent trip to Norway is that clear communication is absolutely key to progress and 
development.  We need to ensure that budgets are fed from recurring revenues and avoid 
what is known as “Dutch Disease,” which some countries have suffered from. Dutch Disease, 
to explain, is where non-recurring revenues are used to fund excessive budgets. This then 
results in inflationary spirals and an eventual inability to maintain levels of expenditure. And 
I am pleased that we have already recognised this and have placed such non-recurring 
revenues within the consolidated fund but earmarked as oil receipts. This does not mean that 
they can’t be used and it is clear that they will be required for a variety of projects but they 
should not be used to fund recurring operational budget expenditures. 
 
On the Port Project, very briefly, we now have a project plan and much work is on-going into 
site investigation and the detail of the various bits of planning which are required. More detail 
on those matters of interest to us all, such as location of roads, the size and the shape of the 
port in Port William and of course, the identification of land use such as lay-down areas, 
warehouses, offices, etc. should all be available in early February for people to look at. 
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Our recent trip to Norway was of great interest. We learned from the Norwegians how to 
handle the relationship between oil companies and governments. And while governments at 
the end of the day have to govern, they must also be clear and transparent in their dealings 
with oil companies. We learned how Norway has handled its wealth; we had a great deal of 
detail on the taxation regime and the benefits that have accrued to Norway. We learned the 
perhaps obvious lesson that all natural resources belong to the people of the Falklands and 
this must be the guiding principle throughout. 
 
Stephen Luxton is putting together a report that should summarise all of our notes and lessons 
learned which will be made public in due course and should form the basis of some useful 
discussion and debate. And I look forward to discussing and debating that report in due 
course.  
 
Legislation, Mr Speaker, is something that I often mentioned and we are well aware there are 
many aspects of legislation we have needed for some time to be made fit for purpose. We 
have outsourced a lot of work on this recently and reviews of the criminal law and provision 
of the laws of the Falkland Islands and much other work is on-going. What is clear to me is 
that we need to have a legal system that is accessible to all and up to date. These pieces of 
work together with the interaction between our Falkland Islands’ law and those of the UK are 
a large piece of work. It will be neither simple nor quick as there is no quick fix and I am 
very pleased to see that we are tackling it. 
 
On regulation, the recent decisions with regard to regulation of telecommunications have 
been approved and I expect that soon we will have another amendment to the 
Telecommunications Ordinance that will give legislative effect to the price cap mechanisms 
and the other regulations that I mentioned in the previous Assembly. 
 
As I mentioned in that same Assembly, we need to tackle the issue of further improvements 
to our telecommunications. This work has already begun. And whilst it is yet early days, 
there is a great deal of will amongst colleagues to bring forward further improvements in due 
course. 
 
Mr Speaker, I mentioned earlier that oil development brings with it the need to improve skills 
within the private sector and also within the Government. And it also does change the 
political nature of the Falklands. It will place us in a more prominent and therefore a more 
responsible position within both regional and global politics. And with this in mind I would 
like to thank the recently appointed panel for looking into Members’ remuneration and 
conditions. Their work in this regard and their conclusions will be key to political success for 
the Falklands for the future. And I wish to be quite clear. It is not just about pay. Lack of 
adequate pay for the job is, at present, a barrier to any who wish to stand for election. And 
that barrier has to be removed so that more people who wish to can put themselves forward as 
candidates to represent their country. I make no apology for stating the obvious. But it also 
involves attracting capable and effective people to do this job. It has nothing to do with age; it 
has everything to do with ability, commitment and drive.  
 
The choice at the end of the day will be down to the electorate and they will speak out as they 
always have done. Members need to move along as we develop and progress our Constitution 
and as more power is evolved to our elected Government. I look forward to their findings and 
hope that everyone that has a view freely expresses it and takes advantage of this opportunity 
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for the Falklands to evolve into what it needs to be to match its opportunities. We can’t afford 
to be complacent and need to move forward. 
 
Mr Speaker, I would close by wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas. And one of the 
dangers of this job, Mr Speaker, is in taking yourself too seriously. So with that in mind, I 
would urge my face-book friends to view and listen to my Christmas Greetings. I would also 
urge people to get their rafts ready for the 1st of January. My MARK III Bathtub will be a 
certain winner provided I do not suffer the now customary annual disqualification and my 
message, Mr Speaker, is to enjoy the festive season. 
 
Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Jan Cheek 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I was delighted to hear late yesterday that the MOU on 
the Wind Farm had been agreed and look forward, as does the Honourable Gavin Short to see 
it advance from there. 
 
But there is another long-running piece of work in which we have great interest and that’s the 
Minimum Wage. And I am quite anxious that we do keep on target with that. I would hate to 
see this assembly dissolved, as it may well be towards the end of September, with that work 
not being complete. 
 
I won’t go over our recent visit to the UK because that’s been well covered by the 
Honourable Sharon Halford. 
 
Our whole year has been a busy one with much effort going into countering the nonsense 
emanating from Argentina. While there is still much to do we can’t let it detract from the 
work we have to do at home, much of it now driven by the imminent work towards oil 
production as outlined by the Honourable Dick Sawle. However, this highlights, yet again, 
that if the everyday portfolio responsibilities are to be fulfilled, I believe future Members 
must be able to dedicate most of their time to their duties. 
 
My principle portfolio is Education; and I think we are seeing reasons for great optimism. 
Academic results have been encouraging this year but there is a caution there. I have always 
heard it’s nonsense to look at a single year in isolation and we must never get complacent. 
We are offering more options for the more practically gifted. I am pleased to say that we have 
more than 40 students in further and higher education overseas with more working to earn the 
points to go up in September. Our students, I am happy to say from my perspective as a 
former teacher, include a good number of potential junior and secondary teachers, students of 
medicine, art, music, and a wide range of other subjects. I take my hat off to all of them, first 
for working hard to qualify and secondly for having the strength of character to overcome the 
challenging challenges of studying so far from home. 
 
Our schools are in good hands and I want to thank all the staff for their contribution to that.  
Unfortunately the new school classroom project seems to be temporarily derailed by what I 
suspect are a few red herrings – if you will forgive the mixed metaphor. There was a clear, 
well thought-out plan to create a unit including a number of specialist rooms to free up space 
in both schools thus giving us time to assess future longer term needs. And the area where 
they were going to be built has sufficient space to build on for those future needs. We will 
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have a meeting early in 2013 and attempt to put everything back on course. But I suspect that 
we will have missed the chance of getting realistic figures into the 2013/14 budget. 
 
On the Education Budget, it’s good to note that the increasing number of children in Camp 
has required extra teaching resource. This indicates a healthier state of affairs which I am 
pleased to see. And I know that Camp residents have much appreciated the very active 
involvement of the IJS Headmaster in Camp education, which is another of his 
responsibilities. 
 
There is someone else I would like to mention, although he is moving over to Health and 
Medical Services full time and not leaving, is David Jenkins. I would like to thank him for his 
valuable input and hard work in education at a time when both departments were struggling 
with particular problems. 
 
Now moving on to something that’s not my portfolio, but I was reminded quite firmly a 
couple of nights ago that Customs and Immigration never get a mention in spite of being out 
and working all hours of the day and night at MPA, Berkley Sound, Port William, hopping on 
and off ships and launches pretty much every single day of the year. During the Christmas 
holidays they and many other people will be working and on call including people like 
firemen who do it on a voluntary basis. It’s important to show our appreciation of the work of 
these individuals and of all those who organise sports and other clubs without thought of 
material reward. 
 
Finally I would like to thank Brigadier Aldridge for his input to our meetings, for his hard 
work in many areas. We recognised his frank dedication to duty a few weeks ago when he 
announced he would not be getting on the plane north with us because he had things that had 
to be see to. 
 
I would like to pass on our thanks to him and all those who work with him. 
 
Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Ian Hansen 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, in rising to support the Motion for Adjournment I would 
just like to briefly address an overseas trip as well; and that was the Cricket tour that was 
recently taken by the Cricket team and myself in the Caribbean. I would like to take this 
opportunity to publically mention and congratulate and thank the team for all their 
enthusiasm, not only in the sport but their exemplary performance as ambassadors for the 
Falkland Islands. They were wonderful; they made many friends and in particular the three 
captains of the team gave up much of their spare time, which was at a premium to attend 
interviews: television interviews, radio interviews and newspaper interviews. And I thank 
them all for that. 
 
Of course from the political point of view there were some very useful contacts made. It was 
very interesting that all of the addresses and question and answer sessions that I fronted were, 
if a question was asked, I answered every one - What do you know about the Falklands? The 
answer was invariably the War. For the last 30 years people really didn’t know what we have 
done, what we have been up to so it was very enlightening for them and it was very gratifying 
for me and the others to be able to tell them exactly how we’ve moved on and where we are. 



The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly held on Thursday 20 December 2012 
25 

I don’t know what the final cost to the Falkland Islands’ Government for this tour, but I am 
sure it was well worth every penny and great value for money as far as public relations for the 
Islands go. I believe that funding for our sports should now be an essential part of the budget 
process in the future. I do believe there is a proposal coming to Executive Council for the 
possible creation of a National Sports Council. And I think the figure quoted, if done on a 
percentage basis of revenue, I may be wrong about this, I can’t remember where I heard it but 
I think the quotation was something like £350,000 per annum to be spent solely on sports and 
exercise facilities. And I will absolutely support this type of expenditure by FIG not only 
because it’s an investment for our youngsters’ health and indeed I think their social behaviour 
in future, but sport of any kind is a great medium between countries if handled correctly. And 
I say that because unlike certain sporting bodies from certain countries, the Falkland Islands 
were invited on these tours. We were invited to do TV shows and radio shows and newspaper 
interviews. We didn’t demand anything. We could have done a lot more if we had more time. 
 
When we were away one of the things we were asked about is the size of the Falklands. Not 
many people know how big the Falklands are. And I think if you are in Europe you would 
probably say, “Half the size of Wales.” If you are in the Caribbean you say Jamaica and when 
passing through Miami and being asked about it we said Connecticut. And that’s just why I 
would like to mention the fact that last week when there was a tragic shooting in Connecticut 
it jumped out at me because I used the word so many times; and that tragic shooting 
culminating in 27 deaths, most of them youngsters. And while we can look forward to a 
peaceful and happy Christmas with our families, I hope I speak for all of us when I say that 
there are those not so fortunate. 
 
I would just like to reiterate what the Honourable Jan Cheek said when she mentioned David 
Jenkins and I would also like to thank him for all his efforts made in a very difficult job that 
he’s been in and I wish him luck for his new position. 
 
Mr Speaker I would just like to finally wish everyone in the Islands – everyone in Camp and 
in Stanley and all those stationed at Mount Pleasant a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year. 
 
Thank you. 
 
The Honourable Roger Edwards 
 
Thank you Mr Speaker. In rising to support the Motion for Adjournment I would like to start 
by saying why I asked those particular questions today. And I would like to thank the 
Complaints Commissioner for her very full and detailed report on the equipment that was 
seized. It is in the public domain and I hope people take the opportunity of reading it. 
 
It came back because recently when I was in the United Kingdom I attended in a very small 
market town in Wiltshire an exhibition of equipment that is available today. I have no 
knowledge of downloading stuff from satellites and so on but what did impress me was the 
sheer range and scale of equipment. With more computerisation miniaturisation, bigger and 
wider bandwidths available to satellites and so on, footprints are becoming bigger and more 
accessible to more and more people. And my colleague the Honourable Gavin Short raised 
one of the difficulties that we have in that although the footprint may be encrypted, many of 
the side-loads from those satellites do actually push out unencrypted signals. So if you buy 
this kit you can go on, look in the sky and download unencrypted signals for free. And at the 



The Record of the meeting of Legislative Assembly held on Thursday 20 December 2012 
26 

moment of course it makes that unauthorised decoders or free to air equipment. I think it is 
important that we in the Falkland Islands do get this Broadcasting Ordinance sorted out 
sooner rather than later so that we don’t dip out on what is available. What cost many 
thousands of pounds years ago now only costs a few tens of pounds and I think that we 
should have access to everything that is available to us. 
 
I would like to very briefly like to mention the cruise ships and thank them for continuing to 
visit the Falkland Islands. I don’t think we should be too critical of some of the companies 
that have put up with all sorts of hassle from that erratic, populist and protectionist Argentine 
government. I do think it’s backfired on the Argentine government in many ways and I would 
like to thank those cruise ship companies that continue to visit and support our tourism here 
in the Falkland Islands. 
 
Recently I have been aware of mutterings about MLAs being away overseas. I would here 
like to say I believe our visits overseas are absolutely essential. The Honourable Dick Sawle 
mentioned in his Motion for Adjournment about the briefings that he and others gave on a 
recent visit in London about oil. We must get our message out and about. We are continually 
suffering across the world the rampages and nasty mutterings from Argentina. We must get 
out there and counter that. We must rebuff their ridiculous claims about the Falkland Islands 
and we must continue to put our case for our right to self-determination. 
 
It has already been mentioned but I will mention it again here that we have a visit of the CPA 
in February which will bring a lot of people to our shores, many of whom have not been here 
before and they can go away and see what the Falklands is really about. That’s followed 
shortly afterwards by the Referendum in March and we will be having many official and 
probably unofficial observers coming down to see how we run with that referendum. We will 
start campaigning I am sure, soon after the Christmas and New Year break. And then we will 
have to do even more overseas visits to spread the word about that Referendum and how it is 
our right to determine our own future. 
 
Finally, Mr Speaker, I would like through the good offices of the Commander British Forces 
South Atlantic Islands to thank all the personnel at MPA who are away from their family and 
friends at this time of year both Military and Civil and to also thank him for his continued 
support to our commemorations that we hold dear here in the Falkland Islands; and in 
particular in bringing down bands such as the Royal Marine Band that has been here recently. 
 
Sir I wish them well and thank you for keeping us safe and giving us our freedom. 
 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
 
Commander British Forces 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, there is a possibility that this will be my last chance to 
attend the Legislative Assembly if I am to have the opportunity to visit what is a significant 
part of my patch, namely South Georgia.  Surprise to say, though, reports of my early demise 
is greatly exaggerated and I am not due to depart the Falkland Islands until Easter. I know it 
has been commented on elsewhere but I don’t go until early April. 
If I may, can I reflect on what has been a particularly busy year? As the 30th Anniversary 
year it probably was always going to be thus. It has, however, been a huge privilege for most 
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of us who are currently serving to have been involved in assisting in the various visits and 
pilgrimages by veterans of the 1982 war. 
 
It has been particularly humbling to understand better just how much was achieved 30 years 
ago and indeed it is enlightening to see what has been achieved in the intervening three 
decades.   
 
Honourable Members will be aware of the recent fire in the Malo Hills to which the 
Honourable Jan Cheek has already alluded. I have said elsewhere that this is not the way I 
would have chosen to exercise our emergency response capability. But I must record my 
admiration for the efforts expended in extinguishing the fires. Honourable Members might be 
interested to know that in a period of some 10 days in excess of 8500 man hours were 
expended by British Forces South Atlantic Islands personnel in dealing with the fires and 
more than 72,000 gallons of water were moved and deposited by the Search and Rescue 
Rainmaker alone. The fires were not defeated by Military personnel alone and I must 
formally record my thanks and admiration for the Falkland Islands’ Fire and Rescue Service 
whose regular and retained fire fighters were all singularly impressive in their 
professionalism and application. 
 
It was also the reaction of the whole community that impressed with support given by the 
Falkland Islands Defence Force, Public Works Department and a whole range of private 
individuals. And I must not forget the local businesses who, without exception, took the hit in 
allowing their retained fire fighters to deploy. 
 
I will not be over complacent in thinking that all the underground peat fires are out. But in the 
last three or four weeks we have dug out and extinguished over 80 hot spots and therefore I 
am reasonably confident that we are almost there. 
 
There was, perhaps, the close co-ordination achieved between the Falkland Islands’ 
Emergency Services and the Military that was an even greater highlight; and one that should 
give us all a degree of reassurance.  That co-operation and co-ordination has also been 
evident elsewhere recently. I previously reported on the progress of localisation and it is 
especially pleasing to be able to note the reopening of the arrivals hall at the Mount Pleasant 
Air Terminal. The undoubted improvement in the visitors’ experience is indicative of what 
can be achieved by Civil/Military co-operation. And it is, I believe, of significance to the 
civilianisation of the whole air terminal.  
 
Certainly the progress of the development of the Mare Harbour Wind Farm is especially 
heart-warming. And I wish to record my formal thanks to all in the Falkland Islands 
Government for helping make this important project a reality. 
 
On behalf of all the defence community here in the South Atlantic, I am extremely grateful 
for all your good wishes on their behalf. It remains a distinct privilege to be a part of the 
Falkland Islands community and to be able to enjoy the freedoms and opportunities of this 
unique country. 
 
Therefore, on behalf of those at BFSAI I wish Honourable Members and all Falkland 
Islanders a very Happy Christmas and a safe New Year. 
Mr Speaker, I support the Motion. 
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Mr Speaker 
 
Honourable Members it remains for me to wish you all a Happy Christmas and, as we all 
hope, a peaceful and prosperous New Year. 
 
The House stands adjourned accordingly. 
 

  


